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TIIK  Wurk  now  brntight  to  «  elo**,  umUr  th«  tItU  of  Mmniuui  op  EoiNivBai  in  tn 
Olmm  Tim,  WM  bafun  jaan  iMr<>i  n»(  with  tli«  pan,  but  tha  |Mneil.  In  tk«  |f»li« 
flMtion  of  a  tMta  for  tha  plotaraa<)na  ralic*  of  tha  |HUt,  with  which  tha  oM  Mcotti«h  capitttl 
•bound*,  •  oonaidarabla  nunilwr  of  ikatchaa  antl  drawinf*  •ccumulatad,  which  acqulrad  • 
vtlua  allogalhar  aitArt  fhim  anjr  claim  to  artiatic  roarit,  whan  tha  lul^acla  uf  many  of 
tham  diMppaarad  in  tha  couraa  uf  tha  radical  chanira*  wrought  of  lata  yaara  on  tha  Old 
Town.  Daliavinf  that  tha  iutaraat  which  thaaa  ntoitumant*  of  formar  t^f»  ara  calculatad 
to  asoita  commanda  tha  tjrmpathjr  of  a  iiunieroua  ami  iucraMinff  olaaa,  I  waa  iuduoad  to 
prapara  a  aalaotion  of  the  drawing!  for  cnKravinKi  and  to  draw  up  a  alight  daacriptiv* 
narrativa  to  accompany  tham  i  but  tho  abaciiuu  of  daairabla  information  in  other  worka 
on  tha  aubject,  and  the  accumulation  of  a  good  deal  of  curioun  material,  led  to  a  total 
change  of  plan,  the  reault  of  which  i«  ti^w  iiefifre  the  reader. 

On  referring  to  tha  work*  already  publiahci  ou  the  antiquitiaa  of  Edinburgh,  none  of 
tham  aeemed  to  embrace  the  object  in  Tiew.  Maitland'^  l/i«tory  precenta  a  huge  acoumu« 
lation  of  valuable,  and  generally  accurate,  but  nearly  undigetted  material*  i  whila  Arnot 
fUrniahea  a  lively  and  pi<iuant  r{faeimtHto  of  hi*  predecea«or'*  labour*,  embelliahed  with 
occaaional  illuatrationa  derived  flrom  bia  own  reaearche*  (  but,  with  one  or  two  (light 
exception*,  neither  of  them  have  attempted  to  deacribe  what  they  were  themaelvea 
oogniaant  of.  Both  of  the  hiatorian*  of  Edinburgh  aeem,  indeed,  to  have  lacked  that 
invaluable  faculty  of  tho  topographer,  (tyled  by  phrenoIngi*ta  locality ,  and  the  consequence 
ta,  that  we  are  treated  with  a  large  canvaa,  compotcd  in  the  historic  vein  of  high  art, 
when  probably  moit  reader*  would  much  rather  have  preferred  a  cabinet  picture  of  tha 
Dtttoh  school.     In  striking  oontrut  to  either  of  these,  are  Mr  Robert  Chambera'a  delightful 
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"  Traditions."  The  author  has  there  atruok  out  an  entirely  new  path,  and  with  the 
happiest  results.  The  humour  and  the  pathos  of  the  old-world  stories  of  Edinburgh  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  ere  New  Town  and  Old  Town  improTements  were 
more  substantial  than  the  dreanu  of  iViture  reformers,  are  secured — not  without  occasional 
heightening  touches  from  the  delineator's  own  lively  fancy.  It  is  only  surprising  that 
the  " Traditions  of  Edinburgh"  have  not  diffused  an  antiquarian  taste  far  more  widely 
than  is  yet  to  be  found  among  the  modern  denizens  of  the  Scottish  capital. 

The  following  Memorials  of  Old  Edinburgh  differ  perhaps  as  much  Arom  the  picturesque 
traditions  of  the  latter  writer,  as  from  the  stately  historic  quarto  of  Arnot,  or  iVom  Mait- 
Innd's  ponderous  folio.  Tliey  are  pen  and  pencil  sketches,  professing,  in  general,  con- 
siderable minuteness  of  outline,  though  with  a  rapid  touch  that  precludes  very  elaborate 
finish.  Accuracy  has  been  aimed  at  throughout,  not  without  knowingly  incurring  the 
risk  of  occasionally  being  somewhat  dry,  I  am  well  aware,  however,  of  having  fallen 
short  of  what  was  desired  in  this  all-important  point,  notwithstanding  an  amount  of 
labour  and  research  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  only  a  very  small  portion  of  which  appears 
in  its  contents.  Some  hundreds  of  old  charters,  title-deeds,  and  records  of  various  sorts, 
in  all  varieties  of  unreadable  manuscript,  have  been  ransacked  in  its  progress ;  and  had  it 
been  possible  to  devote  more  time  to  such  research,  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  curious  and 
interesting  notices,  referring  to  our  local  antiquities,  would  have  amply  repaid  the  labour. 
Of  the  somewhat  more  accessible  materials  furnished  in  the  valuable  publications  of  our 
antiquarian  book-clubs,  abundant  use  has  been  made;  and  personal  observation  has 
supplied  a  good  deal  more  that  will  probably  be  appreciated  by  the  very  few  who  find  any 
attraction  in  such  researches.  In  the  Appendix  some  curious  matter  has  been  accumulated 
which  readers  of  moderate  antiquarian  appetites  will  probably  avoid — to  their  own  loss. 
I  am  not  altogether  without  hope,  however,  that  should  such  readers  bo  induced  to  wade 
through  the  work,  they  may  find  antiquarian  researches  not  quite  so  dull  as  they  are 
affirmed,  on  common  report,  to  be ;  since,  in  seeking  to  embody  the  Memorials  of  my 
native  city,  I  am  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a  subject  commanding  associations  with 
nearly  all  the  most  picturesque  legends  and  incidents  of  our  national  annals. 

In  selecting  the  accompanying  illustrations,  the  chief  aim  has  been  to  furnish  an 
example  of  all  the  varieties  of  style  and  character  that  were  to  be  found  in  the  wynds  and 
closes  of  Old  Edinburgh.  The  majority  of  them  have  some  curious  or  valuable  ossociationa 
to  add  to  their  interest,  but  some  were  chosen  for  no  other  reason  than  to  illustrate 
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ancient  niannen,  all  reoordi  of  which  are  rapidly  disappearing.  Their  aocaracj  ii  their 
chief  recommendation.  It  would  hare  been  easy  to  have  embelliihed  them  with  cpurioui 
additions,  inch  oa  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  illustrated  candidates  for  the  drawings 
room  table.  Their  claim  to  any  value,  however,  rests  solely  on  their  being  true  Memorials 
of  Old  Edinburgh,  as  it  has  come  down  to  us  firom  former  generations.  If  they  should 
appear  somewhat  plain,  and  sparingly  furnished  with  ornamentE,  the  best  apology  is,  that 
our  old  Scottish  style  of  architecture,  apart  from  ecclesiastical  edifices,  partook  of  the 
national  character ;  it  was  solid,  massive,  and  enriched  with  little  display  of  ornament, 
yet  exhibiting,  as  a  whole,  an  accidental,  but  striking,  pictnresquenees  altogether  beyond 
the  reach  of  elaborate  art 

In  the  progress  of  the  work  I  have  been  indebted  for  much  kind  and  valuable  assistance 
to  some  of  the  most  zealous  students  of  Scottish  literary  and  topographical  antiquities. 
To  Charles  Kirkpatrick  Sharpe,  Esq.,  I  am  under  special  obligations  for  many  curious 
reminiscences  of  the  olden  time ;  for  free  access  to  his  valuable  museum  of  antiquities, 
which  rivals  the  more  famed  collection  of  Abbotsford ;  for  the  use  of  some  of  the  rare 
treasures  of  his  library ;  and,  indeed,  for  an  amount  of  courtesy  and  kindness  for  which 
any  acknowledgment  I  can  offer  is  a  very  inadequate  return.  To  David  Laing,  Esq., 
I  owe  the  use  of  a  book  of  pencil  sketches,  drawn  by  Mr  Daniel  Somerville  in  1817 
and  1818,  which  has  enabled  me  to  recover  views  of  several  ancient  localities  demo- 
lished before  my  own  sketching  days.  The  use  which  has  been  made  of  these  sketches 
is  acknowledged  on  the  several  plates.  To  Mr  Laing's  well-known  courtesy  I  have 
been  still  more  indebted  for  access  to  rare  books,  and  other  curious  sources  of  infor- 
mation, which  were  otherwise  beyond  my  reach.  To  Mr  William  Rowan,  of  New 
College  Library,  I  have  also  to  express  my  obligations  for  valuable  materials  derived 
from  original  sources,  and  still  more  from  the  stores  of  his  singularly  retentive  memory. 
From  W.  B.  D.  D.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  I  have  received,  in  addition  to  much  friendly 
assistance,  free  access  to  his  extensive  library,  well  known  as  probably  the  most 
perfect  collection  in  the  kingdom  on  his  own  favourite  studies  of  Topography  and 
Heraldry.  To  Robert  Chambers,  Esq.,  Alexander  Smellie,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev. 
Principal  Lee,  as  well  as  to  others,  I  have  to  return  thanks  for  much  kind  and  unex- 
pected aid. 

To  John    Sinclair,  Esq.,  City  Clerk,  and  to  James  Laurie,  Esq.,  of  the    Sasine 
Office,  my  thanks  are  due  for  facilitating  my  researches  among  the  city  charters  and 
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reoordfi,  u  well  oa  to  many  others,  whoae  obliging  Msiitance  hH  in  rarioui  wayi  lightened 
the  labour  of  the  work.  It  it  impouible,  indeed,  to  do  more  than  allude  to  these.  lu 
searching  for  the  charters  and  title-deeds  of  old  mansions,  by  which  alone  accurate  and 
trustworthy  information  could  in  many  cases  be  obtained,  I  have  met  with  the  fVankest 
co-operation  from  strangers,  to  whom  my  sole  introduction  was  the  object  of  research ; 
while  the  just  appreciation  of  such  courtesy  has  been  kept  alive  by  the  surly  or  supercilious 
rebuffs  with  which  I  was  occasionally  arrested  in  similar  inquiries.  Some  of  the  latter  have 
been  amusing  enough.  On  one  occasion  access  to  certain  title-deeds  of  an  ancient  property 
was  denied  in  a  very  abrupt  manner,  while  curiosity  was  whetted  meanwhile  by  the  infor- 
mation, somewhat  testily  volunteered,  that  the  deeds  were  both  ancient  and  very  curious^ 
All  attempts  to  mollify  the  dragon  who  guarded  these  antiquarian  treasures  proving 
unavailing,  the  search  had  to  be  abandoned ;  but  I  learned  afterwards,  that  the  old  tene- 
ment which  had  excited  my  curiosity — and  which,  except  to  an  antiquary,  seemed  hardly 
worth  a  groat — was  then  the  subject  of  litigation  between  two  Canadian  claimants  to  the 
heirship  of  the  deceased  Scottish  laird ;  and  the  unconscious  archsBologist  had  been  set 
down  as  the  agent  of  some  Yankee  branch  of  the  Quirk-Qammon-and-Snap  school  of  legal 
practitioners  I 

In  acknowledging  the  assistance  I  have  been  favoured  with,  I  must  not  omit  to  notice 
that  of  my  friend  Mr  James  Drummond,  A.R.S.A.,  to  whose  able  pencil  the  readers  owe 
the  view  in  the  interior  of  St  Giles's  Church,  which  forms  the  vignette  at  the  head  of  the 
last  chapter.  To  the  Rev.  John  Sime,  I  am  also  indebted  for  the  drawing  of  the  ground- 
plan  of  St  Giles's  Church,  previous  to  the  recent  alterations,  an  engraving  of  which  illus- 
trates the  Appendix ;  and  to  the  very  accurate  pencil  of  Mr  William  Douglas,  for  several 
of  the  inscriptions  which  illustrate  that  peculiar  feature  of  our  ancient  buildings.  The 
remainder  of  the  vignettes  arc  from  my  own  sketches,  unless  where  otlier  sources  are  stated, 
and  for  the  correctness  of  these  I  am  responsible,  nearly  the  whole  of  them  having  been 
drawn  on  the  wood  with  my  own  hand,  •      ■  ,;  ■        .  ; 

It  may  be  desirable  to  state,  that  the  historical  sketch  comprised  in  the  first  seven 
chapters  of  the  Work  was  written,  and  nearly  all  through  the  press,  before  I  found  time  to 
arrange  a  large  collection  of  materials  in  the  form  in  which  they  are  now  presented  in  the 
Second  Part.  I  have  accordingly,  in  one  or  two  cases,  somewhat  modified  my  earlier  views. 
The  opinion  expressed  on  p.  50,  for  exomple,  as  to  the  total  destruotion  of  the  whole  private 
builJii'gi  of  the  town  in  1544,  I  am  now  satisfied  is  erroneous,  and  various  edifices  are 
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accordingly  deicribcd  io  (acceeding  chapteri,  the  walls  of  which  evidently  luifered  no  very 
great  ii\jnry  from  that  deitruotive  conflagration. 

I  am  far  from  conceiving  that  the  materials  for  an  antiquarian  history  of  Ediuhnrgh  aru 
exhausted,  though  probably  nearly  all  has  now  been  gleaned  from  traditional  sources  to 
which  any  worth  can  be  attached.  There  is,  indeed,  no  lack  of  such  legends  to  those  who 
choose  to  go  in  search  of  them.  Tiie  Scottish  antiquary  finds  an  amount  of  sympathy  in 
his  pursuit  among  the  peasantry  and  the  lower  classes  of  the  town  population,  which, 
however  it  be  accounted  for,  he  will  look  for  in  vain  among  the  more  educated,  as  a  class. 
The  tenants  of  the  degraded  dwellings  of  the  old  Holyrood  aristocracy  cherish  the  memory 
of  their  titled  predecessors  with  a  zeal  that  would  do  credit  to  the  most  accomplished 
editor  of  the  Blue  Book.  One  half  of  the  old  wives  of  Edinburgh  prove,  on  evidence 
which  it  would  be  dangerous  to  dispute,  that  their  crazy  mansions  were  once  the  abodes  of 
royalty,  or  the  palaces  of  Scottish  grandees,  while  the  monotony  of  hackneyed  tales  of 
Queen  Mary  and  Cromwell — the  popular  hero  and  heroine  of  such  romances — is  oi-cn- 
sionally  varied  by  the  ingenious  embellishments  of  some  more  practised  story-teller. 
Modern  local  traditions,  however,  are  like  the  moden  antiques  of  our  ballad  books ;  their 
genealogy  is  more  difficult  to  trace  than  the  evidence  of  their  spuriousness.  One  might, 
indeed,  pardon  the  fictions  of  antiquarian  romancers,  if  they  brought  to  the  aid  of  tlu- 
memorialist  such  skilful  forgeries  as  Chatterton  furnished  to  the  too  credulous  historian  uf 
Bristol ;  finding  in  the  unfailing  treasures  of  the  old  muniment  chest  of  St  Mary's  llet- 
cliffe,  and  the  versotile  parchments  of  "  The  gode  prieate  Rowley"  whotever  the  diligent 
antiquary  wished  to  discover  I  The  exorcisms  of  such  disenohantera  as  the  modern  architect 
of  St  Giles's,  however,  have  put  to  flight  more  pleasant  facts,  and  fictions  too,  than  the 
inventive  genius  even  of  a  Cliatterton  can  restore ;  while  popular  periodical  literature, 
diluted  into  halfpenny  worths  of  novelette  and  romance,  has  so  poisoned  the  pure  old 
springs  of  tradition,  that  one  detects  in  the  most  unsophisticated  grand-dame  tales  of 
the  present  day,  some  adulteration  from  the  manufactory  of  the  literary  hack.  Tliis 
it  is  which  makes  it  so  reasonable  a  source  of  regret,  that  Arnot  should  have  stalked 
through  the  parlieus  of  Old  Edinburgh,  elevated  on  historic  stilts,  nt  a  time  when  u 
description  of  what  lay  around  him,  and  a  relation  of  the  fireside  gossip  of  the  stately 
old  Scottish  dames  of  the  eighteenth  century,  would  have  snatched  from  oblivion  ^\ 
thousand  curious  reminiscences,  now  altogether  beyond  recall.  To  a  very  diflercnt 
and  much  less  attractive  source,  we  are  compelled  to  turn  for  the  chance  of  recovering 
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■ome  of  thoae  curious  Kuociationi  with  which  the  pictnreiqae  hanntt  of  Old  Edinburgh 
abound.  My  own  roBcarchui  have  latisfied  mo  that  the  oluea  to  many  inch  itill  lie 
buried  among  the  dusty  parchments  of  old  charter  chests;  but  their  recovery  must, 
nftcr  all,  depend  as  much  on  a  lucky  chance  as  on  any  very  diligent  inquiry.  It  has 
often  chanced  that,  after  wading  through  whole  bundles  of  such 'dull  M8S. — those  of 
the  sixteenth  century  frequently  measuring  singly  several  yards  in  length — in  vain 
search  for  a  fact,  or  date,  or  other  corroborative  evidence,  I  have  stumbled  on  it  quite 
unexpectedly  while  engaged  in  an  altogether  different  inquiry.  Should,  however,  the 
nrchsBological  spirit  which  is  exercising  so  strong  an  influence  in  France,  Germany, 
and  England,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  revive  in  Scotland  also,  where 
80  large  a  field  for  its  enlightened  operations  remains  nearly  unoccupied,  much 
that  is  valuable  may  yet  be  secured  which  is  now  overlooked  or  thrown  aside  as 
useless. 

Antiquarian  research  has  been  brought  into  discredit,  far  less  by  the  unimaginative 
spirit  of  the  age  than  by  the  indiscriminating  pursuits  of  its  own  cultivators,  whose  sole 
object  has  too  frequently  been  to  amass  "  a  fouth  d"  auld  niek-naehet»."  Viewed, 
however,  in  its  just  light,  as  the  handmaid  of  history,  and  the  synthetic,  more 
frequently  than  the  analytic,  investigator  of  the  remains  of  earlier  ages,  it  becomes  a 
science,  bearing  the  same  relation  to  the  labours  of  the  historian,  as  chemistry  or 
mineralogy  do  to  the  investigations  of  the  geologist  and  the  speculations  of  the 
cosmogonist  In  this  spirit,  and  not  for  the  mere  gratification  of  an  aimless  curiosity, 
I  have  attempted,  however  ineffectually,  to  embody  these  Mkmobulb  of  Eoinbubou  in 
THE  Olden  Time.  D.  W. 

EowBCBOB,  CArii<ma«  1847.  ' 


NOTE   BY    THE   PUBLISHER. 


This  edition  of  the  Mkmobials  of  Edinburgh  is  an  exact  repriiit  of  the  original  work,  with  the 
exception  that,  where  buildings  have  been  removed,  or  other  alterations  made,  the  fact  is  stated 
either  in  a  foot-note  or  otherwise. 


MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 
PART   I. 

HI8TOBICAI1  ASSOCIATIONS. 


Site  |la«t. 

TO  TBI  rRONTKPIIOl  Of  ABAKUK  BHiKt»  BOOKIt  Of  THK  ULD  MVSUMMTa  Of  SOOTLAKD. 

'Twlit  Wiu,  and  la,  how  Tarioui  are  the  Ode  I 

What  one  nun  >luth,  another  doth  vndoe  ; 
One  ounseoratee  Iteligioua  Workea  to  Ooda, 
Another  leauea  aad  Wrackea  and  Kuinee  now. 

Thy  Booke  doth  ahew  that  luoh  and  anch  thing!  were, 
But,  would  to  Ood  that  It  could  aajr.  They  are. 

When  I  pererre  the  South,  North,  Eaat,  and  Weat, 

And  mark,  alace,  eaoh  Monument  amU ; 
Then  I  oonferre  Tymea  preaent  with  the  paat : 
I  reade  what  wae,  but  cannot  aee  what  ia ; 

I  prayae  thy  Bouke  with  wonder,  but  aw  sorie, 
To  reode  olde  Uuinea  in  a  recent  atorie. 

Poetical  Xtcreationf  of  Mr  Alexander  C'raiij, 
of  RoK-Craiij.    Scolo  Brilan.  1623. 


At  flntbong't  QRcIL 

A  tihtr  itrMin,  m  in  th*  day*  of  yon, 
WhtD  th*  old  htrmll  u(  tha  naighbouring  oall 
Blaaa'd  tha  olaar  waUni  of  8t  Anton't  Wall  i 
And  jon  gray  rului,  ou  whuaa  gnaay  Door 
Tba  litmbkiiu  brown,  rung  out  tha  matin  ball, 
Wboaa  voioa  upon  tba  nalgbbuurlng  city  (all 
Waking  up  'mong  ita  orowda  old  haarta  that  wora 
Oriafa  lika  our  own  ;  auundlug  to  ona  tba  knall 
0(  ruinail  hopaa,  to  whiob  anothar  haada 
Aa  joyful  muilo  on  bia  marrlaga  mom. 
Up  yon  ataap  olllf  how  oft  light  atapa  hara  boma 
Tha  wedding  or  tba  obriataaing  train  |  wbara  wtada 
Bo  long  hiive  grown  tha  ohapal  altar  atood. 
And  daily  pllgrlma  kualt  bafora  tha  Holy  Rood. 


Tliua  faahiona  ohanga,  whila  Natura  la  tha  aama  i 
Tha  altar  gona, — tha  ohapal'a  orumbling  walla 
O'arlooking  thara  tha  Stuarta'  anciant  halla, 
Daaartad  all  and  drrar  i  with  but  tha  fama 
Of  burlad  glorlaa  giving  tbam  a  nauia  I 
Whara  yat  tha  paat  aa  with  a  apall  anthralla 
Tha  wandarar'a  fancy,  rapt  in  wuaing  draaui 
Of  anciant  atoiy,  haiping  it  to  (rama 
Old  aoanaa  in  yon  grey  aialea,  when  maaa  waa  aung, 
Whila  Hary— bapleaa  Quaaii— kualt  low  tha  while, 
And  thrilling  chaunta  and  incanae  filled  tha  aiale  ;— 
Valu  dream  I — Of  all  that  th«re  ao  fondly  clung, 
Kougbt  aave  tha  daiay  and  tha  blue  harebell 
Breath*  their  old  incanae  by  St  Antun'a  Well. 
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EDINBURGH   IN  THE   OLDEN   TIME, 


CHAPTER  I. 
EARLIEST    TRADITIONS. 


HE  history  of  Edinburgh,  down  to  a  comparatively 
recent  era,  ia  included  in  that  of  its  Castle  and  Abbey. 
The  first,  the  fortress,  round  whose  protecting  citadel 
the  rude  huts  of  our  forefathers  were  gathered  and  continued  to  increase,  until,  amid  the 
wealth  and  security  of  more  peaceful  times,  the  Abbey  of  the  Holyrood  reared  its  conse- 
crated walls,  and  absorbed  to  itself  much  of  the  wealth  and  the  learning,  many  of  the 
virtues,  and  doubtless  also  some  of  the  vices,  of  the  wild  Saxons  that  peopled  the  fertile 
Lothians.  It  is  uimecessary  to  follow  in  this  History  the  fanciful  disquisitions  of  zealous 
antiquaries,  respecting  the  origin  and  etymology  of  Edinburgh ;  it  has  been  successively 
derived,  both  in  origin  and  name,  from  Saxon,  Pict,  and  Gael ;  and  in  each  case,  with 
sufficient  ingenuity  only  to  leave  the  subject  more  deeply  involved  than  at  first.  To  expect 
that  the  first  rude  gathering  of  the  hamlet,  that  forms  the  nucleus  of  the  future  capital, 
should  leave  its  traces  in  the  surviving  records  or  traditions  of  the  past,  were  as  unreason- 
able as  that  the  rustic  should  challenge  the  veracity  of  a  living  historian,  because  he 
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(kill  to  iMlorn  liiii  imgua  with  tliu  "  iiiutu  iiif(l(irioiM  "  history  of  hin  native  vilUge.  All 
that  troiiition  noiild  havo  prpnorvod  of  itN  unrljr  hintory,  tnny  iitill  bo  traced  by  the 
iutclligont  eye  in  the  natural  feuturci  of  it*  ronmutio  Mite. 

In  the  niidnt  of  a  furtilu  and  beautiful  voiuitry,  and  within  vaiiy  diiitance  of  a  navigable 
oituary  of  the  «i>a,  riio*  a  IniIiI  and  |>ri>(M|>itoiM  cliff,  towering  u|M)n  three  of  it*  nidci,  au 
inacoeiiiole  natural  fortre**,  to  the  height  of  ;I00  feet  above  the  plain.  In  ininiodiuto  con- 
nection with  thii,  the  iloping  hill  fornm  at  once  the  natural  approach  to  the  Caatlo,  and 
a  nite  protected  ulreiuly  on  one  Hide  by  a  nutmh  and  Inkc,  and  on  all  but  one  by  iteep 
approaches,  admitting  of  ready  defence  and  accurity  from  iiurpriiie.  Here  at  once  in  dia- 
covered  a  aituation,  planned,  aa  it  were,  by  the  hand  of  Nature,  to  offer  to  the  wandering 
trilwa  of  early  Caledonia  the  aito  for  their  Capital ;  when  every  one'a  hand  waa  againat  hia 
brother,  and  war  waa  deemed  the  only  fitting  occupation  of  men.  Nor  waa  it  until  the 
union  with  our  once  natural  foea,  l'..ui  made  the  rival  aiatera,  "  like  kindred  dropa  to  mingle 
into  one,"  that  Kdina  ventured  forth  H-om  her  hilly  atronghold,  and  apread  abroad  her 
noble  akirta  over  the  valley  of  the  Forth. 

But  in  addition  to  the  natural  obacurity  of  an  infant  city,  the  hiatory  of  Kdinburgh,  as 
of  Hcotlund,  ia  involved  in  more  than  naual  uncertainty,  even  down  to  a  period  when  both 
ahould  (ill  an  inqMirtant  page  in  the  nnnala  of  the  Hritiah  lalea,  owing  to  the  double  deatruc- 
tion  of  the  national  rccorda,  tirat  under  Edward  I.,  and  again  under  Cromwell ;  leaving  ita 
hiatorian  dependent  for  much  of  hin  material  on  viigue  and  uncertain  tradition,  or  on  infor- 
mation obtained  by  patient  labour,  or  fortunate  chance  in  the  purauit  of  other  inveatigations. 

The  earlieat  notices  refer  almoat  cxcluaively  to  the  Caatic,  which  has  been  occupied  as 
a  fortified  atation  as  far  back  as  our  traditions  extend.  The  remoteat  date  we  have  been 
oble  to  discover,  oaaigned  for  ita  origin,  is  in  Stow's  Summarie  of  Englyshe  Chronielei, 
where  it  ia  placed  aa  far  back  oa  080  years  before  Chriat ;  sufficiently  remote,  we  ahould 
preaume,  for  the  most  zealous  ohronologiat.  "  Ebranke,"  aays  he,  "  the  sonne  of  Mem- 
priciuB,  was  made  ruler  of  Britaync ;  ho  had,  aa  teatifieth  Policronica,  Ganfride,  and  other 
twenty-one  wyvca,  of  whom  he  receyved  twenty  sonnes  and  thirty  daughters;  whyche  he 
aento  into  Italye,  there  to  be  uiaryed  to  the  blot'd  of  the  Troyans.  In  Albanyc  (now  called 
Scotlande)  ho  edified  the  cnatell  of  Alcludc,  which  is  Dumbritayn ; '  he  made  the  caatell 
of  Maydena,  now  culled  Edenbrough ;  he  mode  alao  the  caatell  of  Banburgh  in  tho  23d 
yero  of  his  reign.  He  buyldcd  Yorke  citio,  wherein  he  miule  a  temple  to  Diana,  and  set 
there  an  Arch-flomc ;  and  there  waa  buried,  when  he  hud  reigned  40  yearca." 

From  more  trustworthy  aourcea,  we  learn  of  ita  occupation  as  fur  back  as  the  fifth  cen- 
tury by  tho  Picts,  from  whom  it  was  wrcated  by  the  Nortliumbrian  tSaxona  in  the  year 
452.  And  from  that  t'^ic,  down  to  tho  reign  of  Malcolm  II.,  ita  hiatory  exhibits  a  con- 
stant struggle,  maintained  between  tiiem  and  the  Picta,  and  each  alternately  victorious. 
From  Edwin,  ono  of  these  Northumbrian  invaders,  it  may  be  remarked,  who  rebuilt  the 
fortress  about  the  year  020,  the  name  of  Edwineaburg,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  oldest  char- 
ters wc  have  any  notice  of,  ia  derived  with  more  jjlausibility,  than  from  any  otlier  of  the 
contradictory  sources  from  which  learned  antiquaries  have  sought  to  deduce  it. 

Passing  intermediate  incidents  of  uncertain  significance,  the  next  important  epoch  is  that 
of  1003,  when  Donald  Bane  laid  aicge  to  the  Cuatle,  in  on  unsucceaaful  endeavour  to  pos- 

'  Dumbarton. 
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him««lf  of  tUf^r,  (^  ;t,Mihf)i>i  Mr  to  lh«  tfvmn,  lli«n  WXftA  wilktn  iti  vtlU  In 
that  JTMl  ^C''.  l^ioen  lf»|ry!»r<-l  (»lk«  »l«luw  itf  MmIcdIri  ('Mtwi>r»,  mmI  iIm  mntlMf  of 
K<l(ar),  In  »;i  >'  «i»<<>m  Hf><t  invcat'ttv  ke  friirualail  implit'tlly  lh«  inlarnal  polity  of  liia 
kiBKiloRi,  iliixl  lu  tbo  <'iwtl«>,  of  ifrief,  nf?  Wmlnx  of  hU  ilMlk,  with  lk«l  of  Kilwwil,  tbalr 
•liUal  *on,  iMilh  thiiri  M  'he  ijitga  of  Alnwick  ^ft»\^ ; '  •ml  wktU  Ik*  iWHr|Mr,  ralyinf  on 
lh«  ir«n«r«l  ■((••iiiiM*  of  (Im  riK-ky  rlllf,  wm  nrgaat  oni^  to  •vrur*  Ik*  nfttUr  MNiMHe*, 
tha  btNiy  of  (h«  (J«i««n  wm  I'liuvvfiii  Ihrnugk  •  poaUrn  H'^U,  Miii  down  th«  tlMp  ibtiliTitjr 
on  lh«  wrattrn  lUU,  to  tka  Ahlwjr  I'hurcfa  •if  I>anf«rinliD«,  wbara  it  IIm  ihiarrMj  |  whiU 
tha  yousK  I'riiii-i*,  aai'«ptnK  \tj  tha  MUiia  tKraaa,  fuaml  iifotartlon  in  KngUnd,  •!  tka  kMul 
of  hi*  unt^la,  VAgmt  AtkatinK.  In  commaniomtion  of  tha  itaalh  of  Qoaan  MMgMat,  • 
ohurek  wm  aflarwwda  trarteti,  and  andowad  wltk  raranMi,  by  anroaaaiva  monarnka  i  all 
Iraea  of  wkii^k  bM  long  aim**  dlaapiiaarvd,  Iba  lilti  of  it  baing  now  orrupiatl  by  tba  harracka 
ftirniinir  tha  nortk  aiila  of  tka  rrtoat  ii|it«ra. 

[I  li>7. 1  In  tha  raiitn  of  Alaiandar  I.,  at  tha  bafinninf  of  tha  twalfth  «entnry,  tba  flrat 
diatinct  notira*  of  tba  town  m  a  royal  raaidanra  ara  found  t  whila  in  that  of  bin  aucraaaor 
David,  w«  din'ovvr  thi>  oriKin  of  many  of  tba  moat  im|Mirtant  fnalurxa  atill  aurviving.  Ha 
fuundad  tba  Aliiiay  of  HolyrmMl,  atylad  by  Korduu  **  MonMtarium  Hanct*  i'riwia  da  Cray," 
which  WM  b<>Kun  to  li«  built  in  ita  praaani  aitnation  in  iba  ytar  \\'i%,  Tka  eonrant,  th« 
pracurior  of  Ht  l>avid'«  Alibay,  i«  laid  to  bav«  Itaan  plai*ad  at  flrat  within  tha  CMtla  i  and 
•imia  of  tha  «arli«at  ^\ti*  ut  ita  aaintly  founder  to  hia  naw  monMt«ry,  ware  tha  ohurobaa  of 
Iba  L'Mtla  and  of  Ht  Cutbbart'a,  immadiataly  ai^aoanl,  with  all  their  daiwndcnoica  i  amonf 
which,  one  plot  of  land  lielonirinK  to  tha  latter  i»  meted  by  "  the  fountain  which  riaaa  near 
the  corner  uf  the  KinK'«  K*rden,  on  the  r<HMl  leatliuK  to  Ht  ('uthbort'a  church.'" 

[IITD.]  According  to  Father  Hay,  the  Nuna,  ftroni  whom  the  ('Mtle  derived  the  name 
of  CMtrum  Puullaruni,  "were  thruat  out  by  Ht  David,  and  in  their  place  the  ('anona  in* 
triMluoed  by  the  Po|H*'a  di«|Ninae,  m  Htler  to  live  among  aouldiera.  They  continued  in  the 
C'Mtle  dureing  Malcolm  the  Fourth  hia  rrign  i  u|M)n  which  account  we  have  MTerall  chartera 
of  that  king  grantetl,  npud  MonMtcriuni  Hnnctat  ('rucia  de  ('Mtello  I'uellarum.  Under 
King  William  [the  Lion],  who  wm  a  great  liencfWctor  to  Holyroud-houae,  I  fkncie  the 
Canon*  retired  to  the  plate  which  i«  now  called  the  Abbay."*  King  David  Imilt  alao  for 
them,  and  for  the  uxc  of  the  inliuliitanta,  u  mill,  the  niii:leu«  of  the  village  of  (,'anunmilla, 
which  itill  rctuinii  many  tokona  of  iU  early  origiu,  though  now  rapidly  being  lurrounded 
by  the  extending  modern  improvcmcnta. 

The  charter  of  foundation  of  the  Abltcy  of  the  ITolyrood,  heaidea  conferring  valuable 
revunucM,  ilorivnblu  from  the  general  rciourcea  of  the  royal  Iturgh  of  Kdinlurgh,  givea  them 

'  t^nl  lUIUi  ruiaiirUa  *  inoDkUh  tmlitiim,  whloh  majr  b*  rtolnd  u  a  proof  ■>(  tli*  pnpultr  Uliaf,  in  Uw  ttraat  ttiMh* 
nxnt  ul  tk«  (JuMii  tu  har  hii>l«iiil.  "  Tb*  IhmIj  uI  Mir(krat,  Qu«<n  u(  8«>tlkuil,  wu  ranovtil  fMiii  It*  pUm  n(  Mpultur* 
ai  Uunfirnilino,  itnil  iU|»nlt«il  hi  »  oiMlljr  thriiw.  Wbll*  tb*  monks  wtra  •uiploy xl  Id  tkU  Mrvlo*,  Uujr  »|i|ira«kMl  tba 
tunib  (i(  b>r  buibkoJ  Haloulni.  Tbo  UkI/  baoama  un  •  auiMan  ao  b*»f ,  tbat  tbajr  war*  ubilfati  t<>  a*t  it  iluwn.  Btlll, 
H  uiiir*  bauita  w*r>  amployad  in  niaing  it,  tha  UkIjt  baoam*  kaaviar.  Tb*  aiiaotatura  atiioil  aiiiaiad  ;  anil  tb*  humbl* 
uunka  lni|iiitml  tbia  pbrnmncnon  Ici  thair  u«n  iinwortbinaaa  ;  wbaii  %  bjrattnilar  eriati  nut,  '  Tb*  (ju**n  will  Dul  allr  till 
tqual  biinnura  ara  parrorniatl  tu  liar  biiabaiiil,'  Tbia  baf  log  b**n  iton*,  tb*  budjr  of  tb*  ()ua*n  waa  ramuvad  with  au*." 
— Annala,  vul.  i  |>.  303, 

*  t.ibar  Cartaruni  Hannta  Criiola,  p.  il. 

'  Kathar  llajr,  llilil.  ixii.  ItlcbanI  Augiiatin  llaj,  owud  of  Ht  U*b*tI*t*,  at  I'aria,  and  proafa^M  Abbut  of  Hciljrrooil 
at  tba  RaTi>lutitin,  though  an  ii»liiatrli>ua  *iitli|iiar]r,  a**in*  tu  ba«a  bad  no  battar  autburltjr  fur  tbia  Dunnarjr  than  tb* 
diapulad  namt  CMmai  /'utllanm. 
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K  right  to  duet  to  nearly  the  (smo  nmount  iVoiii  the  royal  revenuoH  at  the  port  of  Perth, 
the  more  ancient  capital  of  Bcotlaud ;  justifying  the  quaint  eulogy  of  liiii  royal  doicendaut, 
that  "  ho  woa  an  aoir  sanct  fur  the  crown."  ' 

By  another  important  grant  of  thii  charter,  lilierty  is  given  to  the  Canons  to  erect  a  burgh 
between  the  Abbey  and  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  over  which  they  are  veited  with  supreme 
rule,  with  right  of  trial  by  duel,  and  by  fire  and  water  ordeal.  Hence  the  origin  of  the 
burgh  of  Canongate,  afterwards  the  seat  of  royalty,  and  the  residence  of  the  Scottish 
nobility,  aa  long  as  Scotland  retained  either  to  herself.  In  the  same  charter  also,  the  first 
authentic  notice  of  the  parish  church  of  St  Cuthlwrt's,  and  the  chapclries  of  Corstorphine 
and  Libberton  are  found,  by  which  we  leurn  that  that  of  St  Cuthbert's  had  already,  at  this 
early  date,  been  endowed  with  very  valuable  revenues ;  while  it  confirms  to  its  dependency 
at  Libberton,  certain  donations  which  had  been  mode  to  it  by  "  Macbeth  of  Libberton," 
in  the  reign  of  David  L,  erroneously  stated  by  Arnot '  as  Macbeth  the  Usurper. 

The  well-known  legend  of  the  White  Hurt  most  probably  had  its  origin  in  some  real 
occurrence,  magnified  by  the  supcr'^tition  of  a  rude  and  illiterate  age.  More  recent  obser- 
vatiunti  at  least  suffice  to  show  that  it  existed  at  a  much  earlier  date  than  Lord  Hailes 
referred  it  to.'  According  to  the  relation  of  an  ancient  service-book  of  the  monastery,  in 
which  it  is  preserved.  King  David,  i-,  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  was  residing  at  the 
Castle  of  Edinburgh,  then  surrounded  with  "  ane  gret  forest,  full  of  hartis,  hyndis,  toddis, 
and  sic  like  manner  of  beistis ; "  and  on  the  Itood  Day,  after  the  celebration  of  moss,  he 
yielded  to  tlie  solicitations  of  the  young  nobles  in  his  train,  and  set  forth  to  hunt,  not- 
withstanding the  earnest  dissuasions  of  a  holy  cunon,  named  Alkwine.  ''  At  last,  quhen 
he  wes  cumyn  throw  the  vail  that  lyis  to  the  eist  fra  the  said  Castell,  quhare  now  lyis  the 
Cannongait,  the  staill  past  throw  the  wod  with  sic  noyis  and  dyn  of  bugillis,  that  all  the 
bestis  wer  raisit  fra  thair  dennis."  The  King,  separated  from  his  train,  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  about  to  be  gored  by  a  hart  "  with  auful  nnd  braid  tyndis,"  when  a  cross 
slipt  into  his  hands,  at  sight  of  which  the  hurt  fled  away.  And  the  King  was  thereafter 
admonished,  in  a  vision,  to  build  the  Abbey  on  the  spot.*  The  account  is  curious,  as 
affording  a  glimpse  of  the  city  at  that  early  period,  contracted  within  its  narrow  limits, 
und  encircled  by  a  wild  forest,  the  abode  alone  of  the  fox  and  the  hind,  where  now  for 
centuries  the  busy  bccuch  of  a  royal  burgh  have  been  enacted. 

Duvid  L  seems  to  have  been  the  earliest  monarch  who  ])ermanently  occupied  the  Castle 
ns  a  r-^vdl  residence — an  eximiple  v  hich  was  followed  by  his  successors,  down  to  the  disos- 
tious  period  when  it  was  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  Edward  L  ;  so  that  with  the  reign 
of  this  monarch,  in  reality  begins  the  history  of  Edinburgh,  as  still  indicated  to  the  histo- 
rian in  the  vestiges  that  survive  ut  the  present  day.  After  the  death  of  David  L,  we  find 
the  Castle  successively  the  royal  residence  of  his  immediate  successor,  Malcolm  IV.,  of 
Alexander  II.,  and  of  William,  surnamcd  the  Lion,  until  after  his  defeat  and  capture  by 
Henry  II.  of  England,  when  it  was  surrendered  with  other  principal  fortresses  of  the  king- 
dom, in  ransom  for  the  King's  liberty.  Fortunately,  however,  tliut  which  was  thus  lost 
witii  the  fortunes  of  war,  was  speedily  restored  by  more  peaceful  means ;  for  an  alliance 

'  Sir  D.  Liuclg.iy'8  Satyre  of  tlio  Estaitis.     Eil.  1806,  vol.  ii.  p.  67- 

'  Arnot,  p.  S,    Macbeth  of  Liblierton'a  u&tuo  occurs  as  a  witness  to  several  royal  charters  of  David  I.  [1124-{i3.] 
Viilti  Liber  Cart.  Sanctfc  Cnicis,  pp.  8  and  9.     Macbeth  the  Tdurper  was  Bltun  10/jO. 

*  Auuals,  David  I.  *  Liber  Cart.  Saucto)  Cruois,  p.  xii. 
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having  been  concluded  between  Ermengarde  de  Beaumont,  couiin  to  King  Henry,  Edin- 
burgh Cofltle  WB8  gallantly  re«tored  as  a  dowry  to  the  Queen,  after  having  been  held  by 
an  English  garrison  for  nearly  twelve  years. 

In  the  year  1215,  Alexander  11.,  the  son  and  successor  of  William,  convened  hii  first 
Parliament  at  Edinburgh ;  and  during  the  some  reign,  still  further  importance  was  given 
to  the  rising  city,  by  a  Provincial  Synod  being  hold  in  it  by  Cardinal  I'Aleran,  legate  from 
Pope  Gregory  IX.  The  revenues  of  Alexander  could  not  rival  the  costly  foundations  of 
his  great-grandfather,  David  I. ;  but  ho  founded  eight  monasteries  of  the  Mendicant  Order, 
in  different  parts  of  Scotland ;  one  of  which,  the  monastery  of  Blackfriars,  stood  nearly  on 
the  same  spot  as  the  Royal  Infirmary  now  occupies ;  near  which  was  the  Collegiate  Church 
of  St  Mary-in-the-Field,  better  known  as  the  Kirk-o'-Field,  occupying  the  site  of  the 
College — all  vestiges  of  which  have  long  since  disappeared.  But  of  these  we  shall  treat 
more  at  large  in  their  proper  place.  His  son  and  successor,  Alexander  III.,  having  been 
betrothed  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  III.  of  England,  nine  years  before,  their  nuptials 
were  celebrated  at  York,  in  the  year  1242.  Arnot  tells  us  "  the  young  Queen  had  Edinburgh 
Castle  appointed  for  her  residence  ;  "  but  it  would  seem  to  have  been  more  in  the  character 
of  a  stronghold  than  a  palace ;  fur,  whereas  the  sumptuousncss  of  hor  namesake.  Queen  of 
Malcolm  Canmore,  the  future  St  Margaret  of  Scotland,  while  residing  there,  excited  dis- 
content in  the  minds  of  her  rude  subjects,  she  describes  it  as  "  a  sad  and  solitary  place, 
without  verdure,  and  by  reason  of  its  vicinity  to  the  seu,  unwholesome ;  that  she  was  not 
permitted  to  make  excursions  through  the  kingdom,  nor  to  chose  her  female  attendants ; 
and  lastly,  that  she  was  excluded  from  all  conjugal  intercourse  with  her  husband,  who  by 
this  time  had  completed  his  fourteenth  year."  "  Redress  of  her  lost  grievance,"  Dalrymple 
adds,  "  was  instantly  procured,  redress  of  her  other  grievances  was  promised." 

Shortly  after,  the  Castle  was  surprised  by  Aluu  Dureward,  Patrick  Earl  of  March,  and  other 
leaders,  whilo  their  rivals  were  engaged  in  preparation  for  holding  a  Parliament  ut  Stirling ; 
and  the  royal  pair  being  liberated  from  their  durance,  we  shortly  afterwards  find  them  hold- 
ing an  interview  with  Henry,  at  Werk  Castle,  Northumberland.  During  the  remainder  of 
the  long  and  prosperous  reign  of  Alexander  III.,  the  Custle  of  Edinburgh  continued  to  be 
the  chief  place  of  the  royal  residence,  as  well  as  for  holding  his  courts  for  the  transaction 
of  judicial  affairs  ;  *  it  was  also  during  his  reign  the  safe  depository  of  the  principal  records, 
and  of  the  regalia  of  the  kingdom.^ 

From  this  time  onward,  through  the  disastrous  wars  that  ultimately  settled  the  Bruce 
on  the  throne,  and  established  the  independence  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh  experienced 
its  full  share  of  the  national  sutferings  and  temjwrary  hnniiliation ;  in  June  1201,  the 
town  and  Castle  were  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  Edward  I.  Holiushed  relates  that 
he  came  to  Edinburgh,  where  "  he  planted  his  siege  about  the  Castcll,  and  raised  engines 
which  cast  stones  against  and  over  the  walls,  sore  beating  uud  bruising  the  buildings  with- 
in ;  so  that  it  surrendered  by  force  of  siege  to  the  King  of  England's  use,  on  the  10  dale 
after  he  had  first  laid  his  siege  about  it."^  He  was  here  also  again  on  8th  July  1202,  and 
again  on  the  2S)th  of  the  same  month ;  and  here,  in  May  1200,  he  received  within  the 
church  in  the  Castle,  tlie  unwilling  submission  of  many  magnates  of  the  kingdom,  acknow- 
ledging him  as  liord   Paramount ;   and  on  the  28th  of  August  following,  William  de 

'  Cnledoiiia,  vol.  ii.  p.  58rt.  «  Ibid.,  p.  687.  '  C'hronicle^  1688,  vol.  iil.  p.  3W0. 
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Dederyk,  Alderman  of  Edinburgh,  with  the  whole  community  of  the  town,  awore  fealty  to 
the  usurper. 

Immediately  after  the  final  triumph  of  the  Bruce,  few  occurrcncea  of  importance,  in  con- 
nection with  Edinburgh,  are  recorded  \  though  hero,  on  the  8th  March  1U1!7,  hii  Parliament 
held  its  sittings  in  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood,'  and  here  also  his  sixteenth  and  last  Parlia- 
ment assembled  in  March  13:^8.  From  the  glimpses  we  are  able  to  obtain  from  time  to 
time,  it  may  be  inferred  that  it  still  occupied  a  very  secondary  station  among  the  towns 
of  Scotland ;  and  while  the  Castle  was  always  an  object  of  importance  with  every  rival 
power,  its  situation  was  much  too  accessible  fVom  the  English  border  to  be  permanently 
chosen  as  the  royal  residence.  In  the  interregnum,  fur  example,  after  the  death  of  Mar- 
garet, the  Maid  of  Norway,  we  find,  in  1304,  when  a  general  Parliament  was  summoned 
by  Edward  to  be  held  at  Perth,  for  the  settlement  of  Scotland,  sheriffs  are  ap{)ointed  for 
each  of  twenty-one  burghs  named,  while  Edinburgh  is  grouped  with  Haddington  and 
Linlithgow,  under  "  Ive  de  Adeburgh ;  "  •  and  the  recapture  of  the  Custle,  on  two  succes- 
sive occasions,  by  Edward,  obtains  but  a  passing  notice,  amid  the  stirring  interest  of  the 
campaigns  of  Bruce. 


Towards  the  close  of  1312,  when  the  persevering  valour  of  Bruce,  and  the  imbecility  of 
Edward  II.,  hod  combined  to  free  nearly  every  stronghold  of  Scotland  from  English  gorri- 
Hons,  we  find  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  held  for  the  English  by  Piers  Lcland,  a  Gascon 
knight ;  but  when  Randolph,  the  nephew  of  the  Bruce,  laid  it  under  strict  blockade,  the 
garrison,  suspecting  his  fidelity,  thrust  him  into  a  dungeon,  and  prepared,  under  a  newly 
chosen  commander,  to  hold  out  to  the  last.  Matters  were  in  this  state,  when  a  romantic 
incident  restored  this  important  fortress  to  the  Scottish  arms.  William  Frank,  a  soldier, 
who  had  previously  formed  one  of  the  Scottish  garrison,  volunteered  to  guide  the  besiegers 
by  a  steep  and  intricate  path  up  the  cliff,  by  which  he  had  been  accustomed  in  former  years 
to  escape  during  the  night  from  military  durance,  to  enjoy  the  society  of  a  fair  maiden 
of  the  neighbouring  city,  of  whom  he  was  enamoured.  Frequent  use  had  made  him  fami- 
liar with  the  perilous  ascent ;  and,  under  his  guidance,  Itandolpli,  with  thirty  men,  scaled 
the  Castle  walls  at  midnight ;  and  after  a  determined  resistance,  the  garrison  was  over- 
powered. Lelaud,  the  imprisoned  governor,  entered  the  Scottish  service  on  his  release, 
ond,  according  to  Barbour,  was  created  by  the  King  Viscount  of  Edinburgh ;  but  after- 
wards, he  adds,  he  thought  that  he  had  an  English  heart,  and  made  him  to  be  hangit  and 
drawen} 

■  Act*  of  Parliaraeut  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  ful,  '  Ilailca'  Annals,  vol  i.  ]>.  285. 

'  Ibid.,  vol.  ii.  p.  38. 
VloNETTi— Ancient  atone  from  Kdinburtjli  Castle,  now  in  the  Antiquarian  Husuuni. 
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In  the  commencement  of  the  following  reign,  during  the  unfortunate  minority  of  David 
II.,  the  usurper,  Edward  Baliol,  held  a  Tarliament  at  Edinburgh,  10th  February  1333, 
conniRting  of  what  are  known  as  the  disinherited  baronn,  with  seven  bishops,  including  both 
William  of  Dunkeld,  and,  it  is  said,  Maurice  of  Dunblane,  the  Abbot  of  Inchaffray,  who 
there  agreed  to  the  humiliating  conditions  proposed  by  Edward  III.  It  is  even  affirmed 
by  Tyrrel,  though  disproved  by  later  authorities,  that  Edward  attended  in  person,  and 
received  the  homage  of  Baliol  as  Lord  Paramount  of  Scotland;  but  two  years  later,  Leiand 
informs  us  of  his  residence  at  Edinburgh  from  the  10th  to  the  20th  September,  when 
"  he  received  the  homage  of  Robert,  sunne  to  the  doughter  of  Robert  Bruse,  King  of 
Scotland." 

Soon  after  this  return  of  Edward  to  Scotland,  Guy,  Count  of  Namur,  landed  at  Berwick, 
with  a  considerable  body  of  men-at-arms,  to  the  assistance  of  the  English  ;  and  marching 
upon  Edinburgh,  its  Castle  being  at  that  time  dismantled  and  ruinous,  he  was  encountered 
on  the  Borough-muir  by  the  Earls  of  Moray  and  March,  with  a  powerful  force,  when  a 
fierce  and  bloody  battle  ensued.  In  accordance  with  the  chivalrous  notions  of  the  times, 
Richard  Shaw,  a  Scottish  esquire,  was  challenged  to  single  combat  by  a  knight  in  the  train 
of  the  Count  of  Namur,  when,  after  a  brave  encounter,  each  fell,  transfixed  by  the  other's 
spear.  On  the  bodies  being  afterwards  stripped  of  their  armour,  the  chivalrous  stranger 
proved  to  be  a  woman,  who,  from  some  undiscovered  cause,  had  perilled  her  life  in  this 
romantic  and  fatal  enterprise.  While  victory  seemed  inclining  to  the  enemy,  the  oppor- 
tune arrival  of  William  de  Douglas  with  a  reinforcement  determined  the  fortune  of  the 
day.  The  Count's  force  gave  way  and  retreated,  though  still  in  order,  and  fighting  gallantly 
with  the  pursuing  enemy.  Port  of  them,  retreating  through  St  Mary's  Wynd,  were  met 
there  by  a  body  of  Scots,  headed  by  Sir  David  de  Anand,  and  sufiiered  great  slaughter ; 
the  few  who  escaped  joined  the  remainder  of  the  force  that  had  effected  a  retreat  to  the 
Castle  rock,  then  dismantled  and  defenceless,  and  there  piling  up  a  temporary  rampart  with 
the  dead  bodies  of  their  horses,  they  made  a  last  attempt  to  hold  out  against  the  Scottish 
forces.  But  thirst  and  hunger  compelling  them  to  capitulate  on  the  following  day,  they 
were  suffered  by  the  Earl  of  Moray  to  depart,  on  promising  not  to  bear  arms  against  David 
in  the  Scottish  wars.  In  the  following  year  the  Castle  was  rebuilt  by  Edward,  and  put  in 
a  state  of  complete  defence,  as  one  of  a  chain  of  fortresses,  by  which  he  hoped  to  hold  the 
nation  in  subjection ;  but  while  Edinburgh  then  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  the 
a(\jaccnt  country  was  filled  with  predatory  bands  of  Scots,  ever  ready  to  take  them  at 
advantage.  Alexander  Ramsay,  in  particular,  after  having  succeeded,  with  a  band  of  only 
forty  resolute  men,  in  raising  the  siege  of  Dunbar,  concealed  himself  and  his  followers  in 
the  caves,  excavated  in  the  clifTs  beneath  the  romantic  house  of  Hawthornden,'  and  so 
ingeniously  constructed  for  concealment,  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  most  cunning 
enemy  to  whom  the  secret  was  unknown.  The  entrance  is  still  shown  in  the  side  of  the 
draw-well,  which  served  ot  once  to  clonk  its  purpose,  and  to  secure  for  the  hiders  a  ready 

'  On  the  gabla  of  the  (iW  home  at  Hawthornden,  the  well-known  reaidence  of  the  poet  and  historian,  ia  a  tablet 
erected  by  Biihop  Aberiiethy  Dnimmond,  with  the  following  inscription  :— "  To  the  memory  of  Sir  Lawrence  Aber- 
nethy  of  Hawthornden,  2d  son  of  Sir  William  Abemethy  of  Salton,  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier,  who,  at  the  head  of  a 
party,  in  1338,  conquered  Lord  Douglas  five  times  in  one  day,  yet  was  taken  prisoner  before  sunset."— Fordun,  lib. 
xiii,  c.  44. 
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8Up|i]y  of  water.  From  thence  they  inllied  ont  from  time  to  time,  aa  oocasioni  offered, 
and  not  only  haroaicd  the  enemy  in  the  neighbouring  capital,  but  extended  their  inroadi 
even  as  far  ai  into  Northumberland.' 

In  1341,  the  Castle  wan  recovered  from  the  Engliih  by  an  ingenious  stratagem,  planned 
by  William  Bullock,  who  had  previously  held  the  castle  of  Coupar  for  Baliol.  Under  his 
directions,  one  Walter  Curry  of  Dundee  received  into  his  ship  two  hundred  Scots,  under 
the  command  of  William  de  Douglas,  Frazcr,  and  Joachim  of  Kinbak,  and  casting  anchor 
in  Leith  Roods,  he  presented  himself  to  the  governor  of  the  Castle,  as  master  of  an  English 
vessel,  just  arrived  with  a  valuable  corgo  of  wines  and  provisions  on  board,  which  he  offered 
to  dispose  of  for  the  use  of  the  garrison.  The  bait  took ;  and  the  pretended  trader  appeared 
at  the  Castle,  according  to  appointment,  early  on  the  following  morning,  attended  by  a  dozen 
armed  followers,  disguised  as  sailors.  Upon  entering  the  Custle,  they  contrived  to  over- 
turn their  casks  and  hampers,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  closing  of  the  gates,  and  instantly  slew 
the  porter  and  guard.  At  an  ap])ointcd  signal,  Douglas  and  his  men  sprung  from  their 
concealment  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and,  after  a  fierce  conflict,  overpowered  the 
garrison,  and  took  possession  of  the  Castle,  in  the  name  of  David  II.  In  the  following 
month  the  young  King,  with  his  oonsort,  Johanna,  landed  from  France,  and,  within  a  short 
time,  the  English  were  expelled  from  Scotland.  When,  a  few  years  afterwards,  the  disas- 
trous raid  of  Durham  terminated  in  the  defeot  of  the  Scottish  army,  and  the  captivity 
of  the  King,  we  find,  in  the  treaty  for  his  ransom,  the  merchants  and  burgesses  of  Edin- 
burgh, along  with  those  of  Aberdeen,  Perth,  and  Dundee,  are  held  bound  for  themselves, 
and  all  the  other  merchants  of  Scotland,  for  its  fulfilment.  And,  ultimately,  a  Parliament 
was  held  at  Edinburgh,  in  1357,  for  final  adjustment  of  the  terms  of  the  royal  ransom,  where 
the  Regent  Robert,  the  steward  of  Scotland  (afterwards  King  Robert  II.),  presided ;  at 
which,  in  addition  to  the  clergy  and  nobles,  there  were  delegates  present  from  seventeen 
burghs,  among  which  Edinburgh  appears  for  the  first  time  placed  at  the  head. 

After  David  II.  returned  from 
England,  he  resided  during  his 
latter  days  in  the  Castle,  to 
which  he  made  extensive  ad- 
ditions, enlarging  the  fortifica- 
tions so  recently  rebuilt,  and 
adding  in  particular  an  exten- 
sive building,  afterwards  known 
by  the  name  of  "  David's 
Tower,"  which  stood  for  200 
years,  till  battered  to  pieces  in 
the  regency  of  James  VI. ;  and 
here  he  died  on  the  22d  February 
1370,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  Abbey  of  Holy- 
rood,  before  the  high  altar.     He  was  a  brave  and  gifted  prince,  who  in  happier  times  might 

'  Caledonia,  vol.  ii.  p.  290. 
ViaXETlK — The  C'aatle,  from  a  map  engraved  in  1576,  ahowing  King  David'a  Towei. 


A 


EARLIEST  TRADITIONS.  9 

h«ve  olevntvd  tliu  cluirHctvr  of  liiK  people.  Tradition  rcpreiioiitii  him  a*  hcfniinng  hii 
tedious  captivity  in  Kn^limd  with  his  pencil ;  and  nnrnoi  relates  that  ho  left  behind  him, 
in  a  vault  in  Nottingham  CuHtle,  the  wliole  story  of  our  Hitviour's  passion,  curiously 
engraved  on  a  rook  with  his  own  hand.' 

With  the  death  of  this  unfortunate  prince  terminated  the  direct  line  of  the  Srnce,  that 
had  so  nobly  CHtablished,  in  the  inde{M!ndence  of  Hcotlnnd,  their  right  to  the  throne ;  and 
with  it,  too,  may  l)e  considered  to  close  the  first  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Scottish  capital, 
while  as  yet  it  was  only  the  occasional  seat  of  her  Parliaments,  and  the  temporary  residence 
of  her  prince ;  with  many  of  the  characteristics  of  a  frontier  town,  ever  on  the  watch  to 
re|H!l  tlio  approach  of  foreign  invaders,  or  with  resolute  endurance  to  stand  the  first  brunt 
of  the  Southron's  hostile  inroads. 

AI)ercromby'  says  of  it  at  this  time  :  "  Edinburgh  was  then  but  a  small  burgh,  or  rather, 
as  Walsingham  calls  it,  a  village,  the  houses  of  which,  Inscauso  they  were  so  often  exposed 
to  incursions  from  Kngland,  lieing  thatched  for  the  most  ]>art  with  straw  and  turf;  and 
when  burnt  or  demolished,  were  with  no  great  difficulty  repaired.  Tlie  strength  of  the 
Castle,  the  convenience  of  the  Abbey,  the  fruitfulness  of  the  at^acent  country,  and  its  no 
great  distance  from  the  borders,  made  after  kings  chuse  to  reside  for  the  most  part,  to  hold 
their  Parliaments,  and  keep  their  courts  of  justice  in  this  pliu>e."  Their  mode  of  defence 
corres|K>nded  with  the  clinrncter  of  their  habitations.  When  an  overwhelming  host  crossed 
the  borders,  and  ]K>ured  down  in  irresistible  fury  upon  the  neighbouring  Lothiuns,  like  the 
borderers  of  later  times,  they  drove  off"  their  cuttle,  concealed  their  more  bulky  wealth, 
and  even  carried  away  the  straw  roofs  of  their  houses,  us  some  security  against  11  conflagra- 
tion," leaving  the  enemy  to  wrciik  their  futile  vengeance  upon  the  walls,  that  could  be  again 
replaced,  to  satisfy  their  simple  wants,  almost  ere  the  retreating  foes  had  reached  their 
homes.  Yet  they  never  failed  to  retaliate ;  and  no  sooner  had  the  invaders  been  starved 
into  a  retreat  from  the  deserted  plains,  than  the  burghers  of  the  smoking  hamlet  were  at 
their  heels ;  and,  as  Abercromby  adds,  "  Conformably  to  their  usual  custom,  followed  the 
enemy  into  his  own  country,  and  never  put  up  their  swords  till  by  u  retaliating  invasion 
they  had  made  up  for  their  losses." 

To  complete  the  view  of  national  manners  at  this  early  period,  we  shall  add  the  lively 
picture  of  Froissart,*  which,  notwithstanding  the  peculiarities  incident  to  a  foreigfner'a 
de8cri])tion  of  habits  altogether  new  to  him,  exhibits  traits  (hat  may  still  be  found  under 
comjiarutively  slight  modifications  at  the  present  day,  after  all  the  changes  that  five  cen- 
turies have  produced.  "  The  Scots,"  says  he,  "  are  bold  and  liardy,  and  much  inured  to 
war ;  they  bring  no  carriages  with  them,  on  account  of  the  mountains  they  have  to  pass, 
neither  do  they  carry  with  them  any  provisions  of  bread  or  wine ;  they  have  no  occasion 
for  pots  or  caldrons,  for  they  dress  tlie  flesh  of  their  cattle  in  the  skins,  after  they  have 
taken  them  off",  and  being  sure  to  find  plenty  of  them  in  the  country  they  invade,  they 
carry  none  with  them.  Under  the  flaps  of  his  saddle,  each  man  carries  a  broad  plate  of 
metal,'  and  he  trusses  behind  him  a  bag  full  of  meal.     They  place  this  plate  over  the  fire, 


'  Murtiiil  Acliieroments,  vol.  ii.  p.  141. 

'  Kinatyne,  Hue.     Kilin,  Kegin  Scutiii'iiin  Dwcrip. 

■  Scoltict,  A  Oinlle. 


'  Ibid,  vol.  ii.  189. 
*  IbitI,  vol.  I  p.  33. 
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mix  with  wMor  their  ontinoal  ;  iiiul  when  the  pliito  in  hi'ntcd,  put  u  iittlu  of  the  \wm\a  upou 
it,  and  make  a  tliin  i-iil<i-,  iil<u  a  criu'lcnvll  or  hinciiit,  wliicli  thoy  cat  to  warm  tiiuir  •tnmachii  i 
it  ix  theroforo  no  wonder  tluit  they  itliouhl  perform  a  longer  day'*  mareli  tlian  any  other 
Boldiur* ! " 


ViiJsrrTB— Curliel,  fri)m  St  ail«i'»  Church. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  THE  STUARTS  TO  THE 
DEATH  OF  JAMES  HI. 


ITU  tliu  u<'cu88iuu  uf  itoliort  II.,  tliu  firxt  of  tho 
Stuart§,  u  uew  era  begiua  in  thu  liiiitury  of  Edin- 
burgli.  From  tliut  time  nttiy  bo  dated  ita  Btundiiig 
nH  the  cliief  burgh  of  Kcutland,  though  it  did  not 
OBgmno  the  full  benefits  urising  from  Huch  u  \)o»\- 
tion  till  the  ttevond  James  asceudcd  the  throne.  It 
may,  indeed,  be  emphuticuUy  termed  the  capital 
of  the  StunrtM ;  it  ruBC  into  imiMirtonce  with  their 
increasing  glory ;  it  shared  in  nil  their  triumphn ;  it  Huflered  in  their  diHusters ;  and  with 
the  extinction  of  their  line,  it  seemed  to  sink  from  its  jiroud  position  among  the  capitals 
of  Eur(>|)e,  and  to  monrn  the  vanished  glories  in  which  it  had  taken  so  prominent  n  \rBXi, 
Tlie  ancient  Clmpel  of  Holyrood,  neglected  and  forgotten  by  their  successors,  was  left  to 
tumble  into  ruins ;  and  grass  grew  on  the  unfreipicnted  precincts  of  the  Palace,  where  tho 
Jameses  had  held  high  court  and  festival ;  and  the  lovely  but  unfortunate  Mary  Stuart 
had  basked  in  tho  brief  splendour  of  her  first  welcome  to  the  halls  of  her  fathers ;  and 
endured  the  assaults  of  the  rude  barons  and  reformers,  with  whom  she  waged  so  unequal 
a  contest. 

During  the  reigns  of  the  earlier  Stuarts,  the  relative  jMvsitions  of  Scotland  and  England 
continued  to  preserve  more  of  the  character  of  an  armistice  in  time  of  war,  than  any 
approach  to  settled  ix'ace ;  and  in  the  constiint  incursions  which  ensued,  Edinburgh  ex- 
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periunoi'd  tlie  minic  vvilii  formerly  rcxultiii);  from  itn  i<x|mim('iI  iNwitiini,  In  I;In:I,'  wu  flml 
King  llolicrt  II.  lioMitiK  IiIm  I'niirt  llivrc,  nml  rirviviiig  tlio  iiiiilMUNmlor  of  (imrloM  VI.  of 
Fruiicu,  witii  wlioiii  iu>  rctifwed  tlio  U-iigiiu  (■iitcrcd  into  with  liiw  |irccli<('i>iiiior ;  iind  from 
tluH  timv  DO  ronntant  un  intoroourNU  wum  nmiiituiiifil  iH'twci'n  the  two  coiirtN,  tliitl  t)otli  tint 
miuiiiuri*  of  thu  |ii>o|il(t  atul  tlit>  Htvlf  of  linililin>;  of  tli(>  Ncottii>li  ('ik|iitiil  wuru  fornu'd  on 
tliu  French  model — Irm-eM  of  whirh  were  iiliundtitit  in  liie  liint  century,  iind  lire  not  ipiitc 
extinct  even  in  thu  |irvMent  diiy. 

Ininiedintely  thereufter,  in  I:IH4,  the  town  Ik  found  in  the  hnndii  of  thu  KngliMh,  Tlie 
8coti<,  under  thu  FnrlH  of  DouxIiin  and  Miircli,  having  liegiin  thu  war  with  great  huccumn, 
thu  Duke  of  l^tncuMter,  at  the  head  of  "  an  army  alinoMt  innumeralile,"  im  WnUingham 
•tyluH  it,  iMtHNud  the  lN)riler,  and  marched  ittraiglit  to  Kdinhurgh,  which,  however,  he  Hpurud 
from  thu  dentruction  to  which  it  wan  devoted,  in  grateful  rememliraiK'u  of  liin  hoii|iitablv 
euturtainmunt  there,  while  an  exile  from  the  KngliMh  Court — a  kiiidiieMH  the  Hcotit  Hhowed 
little  u|i|ireeiation  of,  in  the  repriHaln  with  which  they,  nn  mtiial,  followed  him  immediately 
on  liiH  retreat  to  Kngland.  In  reqiiitaneu  of  thiH,  he  returned  the  following  year  and  laid 
the  town  in  ohIich, 

[l!(Hri.]  It  waH  in  tliirt  incurMioii  that  the  firHt  editieu  of  Kt  Oilen'ri  wait  duntroyed;  at 
thiH  time  only  a  iHtriith  church,  originally  in  thu  imtronagu  of  thu  HiHhop  of  LiudiHfarn,  from 
whom  it  imHHed  into  the  liandri  of  the  Alihot  of  Dunfermline.  Yet,  from  the  remains  of 
the  original  church  that  were  prcHcrved  almoxt  to  our  own  day,  it  would  Muem  tu  have  lieun 
a  building  of  great  richneHH  and  beauty,  in  the  early  Norman  otyle.  There  ix  a  very  tteareo 
engraving,  an  impreiiNion  of  which  is  in  the  Signet  I.ilirary,  exhibiting  a  view  of  a  very 
beautiful  Norman  doorway,  duHtroyed  about  thu  year  17(10,  in  the  name  rccklesH  manner  an 
so  many  other  relics  of  iinti(|uity  have  been  Hwept  iiway  by  our  local  authoritiuH  ;  and  which 
was,  without  doubt,  a  ])ortion  <if  the  original  building  that  had  Hurvivcd  the  contlagratiun 
in  1385,  Tlio  ancient  church  wuh,  doiibtleHK,  on  a  much  Hmaller  Hcale  than  now,  aH  Huited 
to  the  limits  of  thu  town  ;  thus  described  by  Froissart,  in  his  account  of  the  reception  of 
De  Kcune,  the  admiral  of  France,  who  came  to  the  assistance  of  liobcrt  II.  at  this  time: 
— "  Edinburgh,  though  the  kynge  kepte  there  his  cliefe  resydcnce,  and  that  is  I'arys  in 
Scotland;  yet  it  is  not  like  Tourney  or  Vallenciennes,  for  in  all  the  towne  is  not  foure 
thousandc  houses;  therefore  it  behoved  these  lordes  and  knyghts  to  Ik;  lodged  about  in  thu 
villaged."  '■*  The  reception  they  met  with  was  in  keeping  with  their  lodging.  Wu  are  told 
the  Scots  "dyde  niurmure  and  grudge,  and  sayde,  Who  the  devyll  hath  sent  for  them? 
cannot  wu  mayntayne  our  wurre  with  Knglande  well  ynoughc  without  their  lieipe?  They 
understand  not  us,  nor  we  theyni ;  therefore  we  cannot  8|)eke  toguyiler.  They  wyll 
annonu  rytlle,  and  eat  uj)  allc  that  ever  we  have  in  this  countrey ;  and  doo  us  more  difi- 
pytes  and  damages  than  tlioiighe  the  Fnglysshemeii  sliuldu  fyght  with  us ;  for  thoughe  the 
Kuglysshe  brinne  our  houses,  we  care  lytell  therefore  ;  wc  shall  make  tliem  ngayne  chujiu 
ynough  I " 

In  the  succeeding  reign,  at  the  close  of  IIWO,  we  again  find  the  ambassadors  of  Charles 
VI.  at  the  Scottish  Court,  where  they  were  honourably  entertained,  and  witnessed,  iu  the 
Castle  of  Kdiuburgh,  the  King's  putting  his  hand  and  seal  to  the  treaty  of  mutual  aid  and 
defence  against  tlie  English,  which  had  been  drawn  up  in  the  reign  of  his  father.     Shortly 

*  Martini  Acliievt'iiiuiiti',  vi'l,  ii.  p.  IStl.  -  l.iinl  IIitihth  KniiHHitrt. 
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•IVar  tliU)  Hunry  IV.  of  Kngkiid  ruiiuwud  the  oft-coiiftituil  uluini  of  iu|i«riorltjr  over  Hocit- 
Iniitl !  ami  in  iiiirmmiire  of  thin,  wrote  Ivtten  to  the  Scnttiiih  King,  anil  to  tlio  nobici  niiil 
prelnttm  of  Hc'otl»nil,  ruquiriiiK  tliotii  to  inuct  him  ut  KilinhurKJi  by  the  'iWA  of  AiiKUMt,  in 
orilvr  to  |Nty  tliu  lioin»KU  <li»*  to  him  m  their  iiii|K)rior  und  <liri>ct  lord.'  KinK  Henry  won 
M  good  M  hill  word,  for  with  a  well-onli'red  niid  uuinurouH  army,  ho  eronned  the  llorder*, 
and  wiM  at  Kdinhurgh  iKifore  tliu  <lay  he  hud  a|>|iointod ;  on  a|i|M!nrii  from  a  letter  written 
by  him  to  the  King  of  HuotH,  tinted  at  lieitii,  'iUt  Augunt  14(H).'  While  there,  the 
Duku  of  Itothitay,  who  then  held  the  ('uHtle  of  (Minburgh,  went  him  n  ehallengu  to  meet 
him  where  he  pleaiiod,  with  an  hundred  noble*  on  oiuih  iide,  and  *o  to  determine  the  iinar- 
rel.  Hut  King  Henry  wan  in  no  humour  to  forego  the  odvantii'^uii  he  already  |N)«iio«ited, 
nt  the  hcod  of  n  more  numerou*  army  than  Heotlnnd  eould  raiHe ;  and  no  contenting  him- 
■elf  with  a  verbal  oquivoenlion  in  reply  to  thii4  knightly  uhallenge,  he  Rat  down  with  liia 
DumeroUN  hoit  liefore  the  L'aMtle,  till  (with  the  u«ual  conNO(|iienceii  of  the  8<;ottii)h  rcuep- 
tion  of  HUch  invadorit),  euld  and  rain,  and  almolute  dearth  of  proviDioiiH,  eom|iollud  him  tu 
ruiMe  the  inglorioUH  aivge  and  hoNtily  reero«H  the  iionlvr,  without  doing  any  notable  ii^ury 
either  in  hin  progreiiii  or  retreat. 

During  the  minority  of  Jameit  I.,  the  royal  poc>t,  and  hU  tcdloui  captivity  of  niuetoon 
yearn  in  Kngland,  Edinburgh  continued  to  partake  of  all  the  uncertain  viciiiHitudeii  of  the 
capital  of  a  kingdom  under  delegated  government,  though  Mtill  proii|ieroui«  enough  to  con- 
tribute r>(),0(MI  murkit  towardn  the  |>ikyment  of  hix  ranoom.  When  at  length  he  did  return 
to  enter  on  the  carex  of  royalty,  hit*  politic  planH  for  the  contnd  of  the  Highland  clauH  Kecm 
to  have  led  to  the  almost  constant  a^xL'm'tly  of  the  I'arliamentH,  ait  well  an  hiit  freiiucnt 
residence  at  I'erth.  Yet,  in  141)0,  we  find  him  rcHiding  in  Kdiniiurgh,  attvndeii  by  hig  Queen 
and  court,  ait  ap|icarit  from  accountit  of  the  Hurrendcr  of  the  Karl  of  IIohk.  At  thiit  time, 
the  robclliouit  Karl,  having  made  a  vain  attempt  to  hold  out  againxt  the  resolute  measureii 
uf  the  King,  wrote  tt)  his  friends  ut  court  to  mediate  a  peace  ;  but  finding  their  effbrtH  un- 
availing, he  cnniu  privately  to  Kdinlmrgh,'  where,  having  watched  a  tit  tijiportunity,  when 
the  King  ami  Queen  were  in  the  church  of  Holyniod  Abbey  at  divine  xcrvii^e,  he  prostrated 
himself  on  his  knees,  and  holding  the  point  of  his  sword  in  his  own  hand,  presented  the 
hilt  to  the  King,  intimating  that  he  put  his  life  at  his  Majesty's  mercy.  At  the  request  of 
the  Queen,  King  James  granted  him  his  life,  but  confined  him  for  a  time  in  the  castle  of 
Tantallan.  His  imprisonment,  however,  seems  to  have  been  brief,  and  the  reconciliation, 
un  the  King's  part  at  Icitst,  sincere  and  effectual ;  for  the  Queen  having  shortly  after  this 
given  birth  to  two  sons— Alexander,  who  died  soon  after ;  and  James,  afterwards  the 
second  monarch  of  the  name ; — tlie  King  not  only  liberated  him,  with  many  other  prisoners, 
but  is  said  to  have  selected  him  to  stand  sjionsor  for  tiie  royal  infants  at  the  font. 

The  stylo  of  building,  still  prevalent  ut  this  jieriod,  was  of  the  same  rude  and  fragile 
nature  as  we  have  already  descrilicd  at  an  earlier  period;  and  re|H!nted  enactments  occur, 
intended  to  avert  the  dangerous  contlngnitions  to  which  the  citixons  were  thus  liable.  In 
the  third  Parliimicnt  of  this  reign,  a  series  of  stringent  laws  were  passed,  requiring  the 
magistrates  to  keep  "  siven  or  aught  twenty  fute  ledders,  us  well  as  throe  or  foure  sayes  to 
the  commoun  use,  and  sex  or  mmi  cleikos  of  iron,  to  draw  down  timber  and  ruifTes  that  are 
fired."     And,  again,  "  that  na  firo  be  feti-hed  fra  nno  house,  til  nne  uther  within  the  town, 

'  Miirtiiil  AvIiiaveineiiU,  vul.  ii.  p.  2110.  >  lliiil.  p.  'J1.V  '  Ibid,  p.  289. 
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bot  within  coverfd  wrilivl  or  l»iit«>riii>,  iituicr  th«  imiiici  of  ano  uiiUw  t "  '  from  nil  whiih  it 
woiil<l  •rem  lliHt  tliit  htiiiitt>ii  wcni  utill  nioally  wihhIi'ii  ti'ticnii'iitii,  IIiiiIi'Idm!  with  ■imw,  itiul 
uoviT  hiKlit'r  timii  two  iitor«yi.     Tlii*  imliility  liiul  not  yvt  In'^imi  to  Imilil  initintioiii  for  their 

rt<iti<l<'iu'i>  ill  tliu  rnpititl  whilit 
uttviiilitiK  on  lliu  court  t  hut 
I'ontiniu'd  to  tttke  up  tlivir 
■ImmIv  in  thit  iiiotiuNtcrit-ii,  lus 
corilinK  to  Ihu  fintliioii  of  the 
tiiiu'K. 

Ntill  cHrliiT  in  tliu  iiniiin 
Tv'n(i\,  hII  triivullt'rit  Kru  forlild 
to  Mgu  with  thi'ir  frii'tiiU 
whun  tlicy  viiiit  the  lM)roUKh, 
liiit  in  till!  "  lioMtiliitricN ;  Itut 
Kif  it  Ik>  tho  {K'niKiu'ii  thiit 
loiuiin  innnii'  with  Ihi  m  in 
(■oiii|MUii(>,  that  null  I'livu 
friutloniu  to  hnrlH.'1-iu  with 
ihoir  frionilM;  hwu  thnt  their 
hornu  uiul  tlieir  iiieiiir.o  \w 
hnrliericil  und  luil)(i'<l  in  the 
coininoun  hoHtilhirit'N  ;  "  und 
hurtrcMHei*  nru  forbid  to  hurhour  their  friemlM  under  paiu  of  forty  HhilliiiXN. 

In  thiri  und  the  following  reij^ii,  ncuur  NucceMKive  Huiii|ituiiry  iawM,  which  give  coUNiderulile 
iniiiKht  into  the  maiinem  of  the  xtffv.  All  nave  kiiiKhtM  und  lord^.  ot  at  leimt  '-.'04)  nicrkn 
yearly  rent,  ure  |iroliiliited  from  wearing  nilk  or  fiirn,  of  variouH  <l(»(  ri|itioni* ;  '*  and  none 
nthcr  were  borderie,  ))earle,  nor  liulitcone,  Init  array  them  in  lioiieNt  airiiimentH,  uh  Mer|ieii, 
lielteK,  lirocheit,  and  eheinziex."  While,  again  in  the  fourteenth  Parliament  id' ilanieH  II,, 
held  in  E<linburgh  in  I4-'>T,  the  liulieH  Heiiii  to  have  called  down  niicIi  reMlrietionit  upon 
them  in  an  CH|iecial  manner,  by  their  love  of  diHplay.  It  Ih  there  reipiired  of  the  citizeUH, 
"  that  they  make  their  wifeH  and  duuclilerM  gaiipind  corrcMpondiiiit  for  their  entute ;  that 
iii  to  Huy,  on  their  hcudii  nhort  eurcheM,  with  little  liudeH ;  and  an  to  their  guwiicH,  that  nu 
women  weure  mertrickert  nor  letteio,  nor  taileH  uufitt  in  length,  nor  furred  under,  bot  on  the 
Halie-daie.  And,  in  like  manner,  the  burroniieM  and  other  puir  gcntleiiieirH  wivex.  That 
nn  labtjrcrx  nor  huKbundmeii  weure  on  the  warke  daye,  hot  gray  and  ipihite  :  and  on  the 
Halie-daie,  \mt  lichtblew,  greene,  redde,  and  their  wives  richt-Hwa ;  and  courchien  of  their 
nwin  making,  not  exceeding  tho  price  of  xl.  |>eniiycH  the  eliie." 

On  the  '^Ut  of  February  I4;t8,  Jamen  I.,  the  poet,  the  Holdier,  and  the  Htatenman,  fell 
by  thehundH  of  hi»  rcbellioUH  HubjectH,  in  the  co.ivent  of  the  Doniinicnni*  ut  I'erth,  ttpread- 
ing  gurrow  and  indignation  over  the  kingdom.  Within  lenx  than  forty  duyH  thereafter,  all 
the  couHpirutorH  hiul  been  apprehended  and  brought  to  Kdinburgh  for  trial.  The  meaner 
sort  were  left  to  the  hangman  ;  but  for  their  titled  lenderM,  the  ingenuity  of  a  barbaroiM 

'  Hciits  Actfl,  t2ini>,     'M  iiiid  4tli  PitrliaiiieiitH,  Jiuiii-it  I, 
VliiNKTTK— Anrivnt  Iiiiiiiipii  iirar  tli«  Kirk  nr-Kirlil,  rnmi  n  niii|i  1.'i7A. 


THK  STVAKTS  TO  THK  PHATH  OF  JAMKS  III  ^ 

UK*  WM  oxeroiMMl  to  iluviMi  tiiorti  imval  mxl  «(i|iiUila  ti>rluri>«  to  Mtlify  tli«  imliKtiMtinu  uf 
thu  p<>o|ile.  Ttitt  miift'rinK*  of  Ihc  Ym\  of  Atlml  wi>r«  |irolonKiNl  llimugh  t>irc«  lUys  i  nn 
tho  Mntiiil  lit  wliii'h  liii  WM*  I'litvuliul  III)  It  |iilliir  Kt  lliti  itimn,  to  tlia  KMo  *>'  ''>*  |mn)|iI«,  •nil 
wlMi  •  hot  iron  I'oronct,  rrowiivil  in  ili<ri«ion  iia  tliu  KinK  "f  Trkitor*.  <tu  tlia  thini  lUjr, 
ho  wiM  (lr»f(K*'<l  •»)  »  liiirillii  throiixli  the  IIIkI>  Htrcot  to  tii«  |iliic*i  of  |iulili(!  eincutinn, 
whcns  iiftor  further  imliKnitiiM,  hu  wm  nt  lunitth  iNilutmltxl,  nnil  hi*  hviul  i>x|Nmuil  on  n  |tole 
lit  till)  rromi— thu  ImhI^  IniinK  i|iiiirt<'ri<il  hihI  lunt  to  thi*  four  rhiuf  town*  of  thu  kiuKihim. 
With  thit  likn  iNirlmroim  iiiiliKnitivn,  Itolwrt  (trnhitm,  thit  nioNt  lu'tivu  of  thfl  r«Ki<'i<lM» 
■ufli'ri'il  lit  thu  DKino  tinin  nml  plwc. 

it'.nonii  Hylviun,  who  •ftorwkrdii  HLuil  thu  |in|Nil  chiiir  u*  l*o|w  riuN  11.,  wm  at  thi*  time 
rciiilont  in  KdiiihiirKh,  m  tlie  IN>|Mt'ii  nuncio  for  Hcotlaiul,  iinil  witnetMil,  m  AiNirnronihjr 
Mtjr*,  '*  with  noniH  horror,  hut  morn  lulmiriition," '  theM  «xi>cution«.  The  romark  of  the 
Ititlian  pcoloiiiuitii',  '*  thitt  ho  wm  at  a  hw*  to  ilutorminu  whvthor  the  rrinio  of  the  rogiciileii, 
or  thu  puniiihnipnt  infliotml  on  them  hy  the  jiintioo  of  thu  UHtion,  wm  thu  Kre»tu«t " — would 
not  Moni  to  iinply  nny  cunmiru  on  tho  hlooily  r«vunK«  with  which  tho  8(M>ttish  C'kpit*!  thai 
oxpri'iiiivil  hur  inili((nntion  on  thu  munlorom  of  hur  King. 

KiiiK  ilnniuH  II.  wiim  not  uIm)vu  wtvun  ycum  olil,  when  thu  oiHcum  of  Ntato  called  a 
I'nrlinniunt  in  hi*  iinine,  which  acconliiixly  mot  at  Kdinlmrxh  on  the  20th  of  March  I4U8. 
Tliuir  timt  m-t  wa*  tho  conilumnation,  ulroady  ruooriluil,  of  thu  r««icidu«  ;  and  thuroaftvr,  the 
youthful  HovuruiKU  wiim  brought  from  tho  i'liNtlu,  whero  hu  had  Iwon  hid^ud  lince  iihortly 
after  hi*  hirth,  nttundud  hy  thu  throo  o*tati<*  of  thu  kingdom  ;  and  lieing  condunteil  in  state 
to  llolyrood  AlilH>y,  wii*  tliurc  crowned  with  grunt  iimgniAiwncu— thu  tir*t  of  thu  Hcotti*h 
KifiK*  that  i*  thu*  united,  in  liirth  and  royal  honour*,  with  tho  capital  of  thu  kingdom. 
During  thu  two  *uccuuding  yunr*,  liu  continued  to  rv*i(lu  entirely  in  tho  ('a*tlo,  under 
cuitiHly  of  tliu  ('!:iuiceilor  ('riclilo»,  greatly  to  tho  iliMpleaMuro  of  the  Queen  and  hur  |>arty, 
who  thu*  found  him  plucud  entiruly  Imyond  their  control.  Nhu  accordingly  viNitcd  Kdiulmrgh, 
profcHNing  great  friuiulHliip  for  the  Chancellor,  and  a  longing  do*iro  to  *oo  her  *on ;  by  which 
mean*  hIio  completely  won  tho  goodwill  of  the  old  *tato*man,  and  ohtuincd  ready  aixe**, 
with  her  rctiniiu,  to  vi*it  thu  I'riiicu  in  tliu  CaMtlo,  and  take  up  hur  abode  there.  At  length 
having  lulled  all  HU*picion,  hIio  gave  out  that  iho  had  miulo  a  vow  to  |)a«H  in  pilgrimage  to 
thu  White  Kirk  of  lirer/iiii,  for  tho  licalth  of  her  *on  ;'  and  bidding  adieu  to  the  Chancellor 
over  night,  with  ninny  cnrnoHt  recommendation*  of  the  young  King  to  hi*  Hdelity  and  care, 
*ho  retired  to  her  devotion*,  having  to  dc|iart  at  early  dnwn  on  tho  en*uing  morrow.  Im- 
mudiiiti'ly  on  InMiig  left  at  lilM.>rty,  the  King  wa*  cautiou*ly  ]iinncd  up  among  the  linen  and 
furniture  of  hi*  mother,  and  *o  conveyed  in  a  chcMt  to  Ijcitli,  and  from  thence  by  water  to 
Htirling,  into  the  hand*  of  Hir  Archibald  Livingstcmc.  Immediately  thereafter,  tho  latter 
rai*c<l  nil  army  mid  liiid  itiugo  to  the  Clinncullor  in  the  CnHtlu  of  Edinburgh  ;  but  the  wary 
RtntcHninii,  having  lowt  the  control  of  thu  King,  wixely  cilectud  a  conipromi*o  with  hi* 
opiH)nent,  and  delivering  tho  key*  into  the  King'*  own  hand*,  they  both  supped  with  him 
the  8nmo  night  in  tho  CiiHtlo,  and,  on  tiiu  following  dny,  he  confirincd  tho  one  in  hi*  office 
of  Chancellor,  mid  the  other  in  that  of  gunrdinn  of  hi*  person.  Tlii*  stnto  of  uflfair*  did 
not  continue  long,  however,  for  Sir  Anhibnld  LivingHtono  having  riuarrelled  with  the 
Queen,  the  King  wn*  shortly  nfterwnrd*  again  carried  off  mid  re«tored  to  the  gunrdianship 

'  Miirlial  AclileTonvJiiU,  Tol.  il.  p.  310,  '  Limluiy  uf  Pitaeottle,  vol.  1,  p.  7. 
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tit  ilt«  CliNhirlliir,  In  III*  CmIU  »(  VAiuU»ft\\.  Ill*  itM'r*H«tnK  )■<«»,  luiwwvr,  M«in  In 
linvi*  li'il  III  Ilia  rnJoyiiiK  |tri*n(i'r  liU'rly  uf  |M'raiiii,  ni  »pII  hh  ilrfi'rrni'f)  (■>  lil«  i>|iinl<>n. 
I'ikIit  lliti  KuiiUiii'i'  of  tint  llialio|i*  lit  AiN'rili'i'ii  miil  Murny,  tlu'ii  riaiilmK  m  ^',iliiilMir|)i, 
»  i*iihfi'r>>iM'ii  wm  hvltl  iit  Ihti  cltiiri'li  of  HI  Hi\v*,  lH<lw»i>n  him  miil  hi*  rivnt  KiMrihiin*, 
wriiirli,  friiiii  their  iiiiiliiiil  hiilri'il  In  lhi<  Knrl  nf  thiiiKlMi  mk*''*  h'll  In  nri  itnili'uliUi  nrrniitri'- 
iiii'iil,  lhi>  King  iiiiiliiiig  I'hiiii'i'  of  Kiliiiliiirgh  Ciialli'  n*  Ihx  |>l.i>'i<  wlivre  ho  ihoiilil  roitliiittt' 
III  ri'iiili'. 

Nil  niHiiu'r  Wi>ri>  the  rival  tlnh^inifn  ri>ronrtl<<<l,  Ihttn  lhi>y  trin«iilli><l  |tii(ethi>r  lo  Mcnrr 
ihti  oviTlhriiw  of  lht<  Ihiiitfhio,  wh<>«<'  mnrliilnril  |Hi»i'r  wii*  ciniilo)!')!  fur  iho  tni>»l  i>|i|iriw- 
■ivit  kimI  lyrniiiiii'ul  nliji'i'ta.  To  huvi>  ii|i<>hly  |iriH'i'i'ili'i|  iiKititi't  hiiii  n»  n  iriniiiiitl,  whih<  Mt 
lhi>  hi'iMl  nf  hi*  niiiiiiTiiiio  fiiri'i'*,  wmilil  mily  hiivi'  |iriivi'il  lhi<  ni'iiui'l  for  it  rivil  mnt.  H« 
witii  iii'i'i>riliiif{ly  iiivili')!  In  KilitilmrKh,  with  lhi>  niimt  lliitlrritix  imniirniiri-K  of  frirnil«lii|>, 
On  the  wny,  the  Chnnii'Mor  iMi'l  liiin  Ht  CriihloM  ('iii>llf,  iiImiuI  Iwi'lvn  milt'*  H.K.  of 
KaliiihiirKh,  whiTc  hi>  wit*  i>iili'rtiiint<<|  with  cvrry  murk  of  hoi)|iitulity,  InKomiich  ao  n%  lo 
liitvc  cxi'ili'tl  lhi<  ji'iiloii<  fi'iiri  of  hia  frii'iiila.  Hi'  roilo  Ihi'ri'iirti'r  to  thi'  <'iwlli'  of  KilinliiirKh, 
ni't'omiNinivil  hy  liia  hrothi'r  iiimI  Hir  Mnli'olm  Flfniini;  of  ('iimiIhtiiiuiIiI  i  tlicy  wrrc  rt'i'ii^ivi-il 
with  I'Vi'ry  ahow  of  wclconii',  uml  itilmilti'il  to  tlic  anniii  |iihh>  with  ihr  Kin^r  ;  hiil,  lnwiirila 
Ihv  I'loao  of  the  cnliTlainmi'iil,  ii  Imll'a  hcml,  Ihi'  wrll-kiiown  ayinliol  of  ilcalrni'lion.,  wiia 
Mft  iK'fotc  thrill.     They  ri'i'o^niai'il  lhi>  fnliil  ai^mkl,  himI  »|iriinK  from  iho  hoiiril,  lull    li«'iii|{ 

imnu'diiilt'ly  aiirroiinilcil  liy  urnifil  iiu'ii,  they  wi>ri>  Icii  forth,  in  ilflliin f  tin'  li'ura  iiml 

t'litrcntii'M  of  the  youiit;  Kiiitfi  »tiil  iminnliiili'ly  lirhi'inli'il  "in  tin'  liiti'k  court  of  llii-  Ciiatli' 
that  lyolli  to  llni  weal  s  "  '  or,  in'roriliiiM'  to  Ihilfoiir,  in  the  iirv»t  liitll  of  tho  ('nath'.'  In  the 
yt'ur  I  ?•'>:>,  Nome  workmen  ili^xinK  for  »  foiiiiiliilinn  to  ii  new  alorehoiiae  within  th*'  I'lialli', 
fouiiil  the  Kol'ien  hiinillea  iiml  |i|iilea  of  II  I'ollin,  whieli  lire  aii|i|HiHi'il  to  hiive  helon^reil  to 
tiiiil  in  wliii'h  the  Kiirl  of  hou^liia  wiia  iiiterreil.' 

Kroin  li  proleai  ufierwunU  tiikeii  liy  the  aoii  of  Hir  Muli'olm  Fleming,  iiKuinat  thu 
aetitenee  of  hia  fiilher,  iia  lieiii^  nnwiirriinliilile  iiml  illeKul,  iia  well  iin  from  the  I'lii't  of  no 
iittein|i|  liein^'  muile  to  lirin^  the  Chiineellor  In  triiil  for  the  ileeil  when  the  |>oiii)(liia  fiu'tioii 
|ireviiile<l,  there  woiihl  aeein  to  have  lieeii  Nome  form  of  trial,  iinil  it  aeiilenee  oil'  I'omleinint- 
lioii  |ironoiiiii'eil,  wilh  the  itMaiimeil  luilhority  of  the  KiiiK-'  The  |Hi|iuliir  ealitiialioii  of  the 
(Ivi'il  iiiity  bc>  iuferrvil  from  the  rmlu  rhyniea  <|iiole(l  liy  Hume  of  Dodaeroft : — 

'*  ^!illiil>iiri{li  (*Mtl<*,  tnwiiM  ami  tiiwrr, 
<1<»I  tt'iint  tlioii  aliilin  (iir  •iiiiia  : 
All'  tliiit  avrii  fur  tilt*  liliii'k  illiiiifi 
*  Karia  llMiiglu  gilt  th'talii." 

The  ('hiiiii'ellor  eontinneil  to  nniintiiin  |Hiaaeaa|on  of  the  ('iialle,  even  when  the  lloiighia 
party  aiiceeedeil  in  olilainiiix  t''^'  K^iTiliiinahiii  of  the  yoiin^  Kiii^',  iiml  iiaeil  the  royal 
aiitliority  for  tlemiimiiii);  IIm  aiirreiitler.  Hire  liu  held  out  durin^r  it  aiep'  of  nine  tiiontha, 
till  lie  aueeeeded  in  Hcriirin^  MiiliKfiictory  terma  for  hiiiiMelf ;  while  of  hia  leaa  fortnnalu 
eoadjulorH  aoiiiv  only  rcileemcd  their  livca  with  their  eNtiitca,  iind  ihu  othora,  ineludillg 
three  inemherH  of  the  l.iviiigaloiie  family,  were  all  tried  and  heheiuieil  within  itH  walU, 


•  Hintiry  "I  ll>«  Duiigloxm,  1443,  |>.  ]ii. 
»  AriM't,  p.  II. 


*  llttUiiir'a  AiitinU,  vi,|.  i.  p.  MP, 

*  M.irlliil  Ai'liirvviiw'iita,  viil.  il.  p.  3.111. 
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TtM  liit>T«Minie  ini|i*)rtiiiiiii  whi<'li  \\w  f»i*\  i'n|>iUl  wm  im>w  M«nmlnir>  ■twliljr  draw 
Mi#nl|()n  ti>  III  i^iiiimmmI  •IliMliitn.  In  Iha  ralffn  of  Ititlwrl  II.  Ih«  •IngtilMr  |ifivH«ir»  tiail 
b(^.  **  I'ltncnli'il  t>>  till'  |iriti<'i|<Hl  iiilmliilniila,  nf  liiiililiiiK  ilwi'llltiK*  wllliin  lliti  ('milU,  «•)  m 

lM»<'('iin>  llu'ii'  I'MMiilii'*  mill  wi'itltli  fmni  llu rialnnl  inrmtiU  >  if  I  tin  Kiixhali  |  l>iit  mow,  In 

(IfM  i*M  ll>V),  iniMDxIlnlt'ljr  iifti>r  lh«  Imlllv  of  Hurli,  Ilia  •n<'i«nt  rltj  wim  »n<'l>HMN|  wllhin 
A>rlifli'<|  wiilU,  triiira  of  wliii'lt  atill  vx\*\.  Tlicy  lAh'inli'ii  tilotiK  tlic  •■mill  lUrlivily  of  Iha 
riiliri'  on  wliii'li  tlii>  oliliT  |Hirtii  of  Ihn  (own  arf  l>uill  i  nfliT  irowiiiK  (lie  \V*«t  llow,  tlixn 
thi<  |iriii>'i|iiil  t'litrniii'ii  lo  (lu<  I'lty,  flrt>r><  ihn  wvst  i  Mml  nuitiiiiK  lirt«rm>n  Iho  lli|rh  Htrrat, 
•ml  lliti  ImiIIow  wliiTii  llii>  ('iiwtrnd-  *»*  nflnrwanU  Imilt,  ilicy  i'm«m<iI  (Iik  riilifn  »(  ilia 
Ni'llicr  Ikiw,  mill  li'rnniiiiti'il  hI  ilii<  I'lut  i'IhI  <>f  tin'  North  liorli.  Wiiliin  tlicM  •nrlfiil 
liiiiitii  III*  Ht'ottiali  i'n|iiiitl  iniMl  liitvc  |iiiiiaiia*i<il  |i«u'iiliitr  infitru  of  i|(<fi>tii'«  |  »  ctljr  Ml  nn  • 
hilt,  itinl  Kiinnli'il  liy  lln'  rocky  fortrraa  -  "  Ttii<ri<  wkIi'Iiiiik  IiIkIi  IIk'  ti'itut  uliirnu,"  il  only 
wnnti'il  »w\\  rHiii|iHrta,  mhiIiiii'iI  I»  ita  tuirKlii'r  wiitrii,  to  I'lmtiii'  it  to  kivi<  iirolciiioti  to  i|« 
ftttncpn,  iiikI  ri'iN't  Itii'  iiironili  of  llic  aoiiilicrn  iiivitilvr.  Tin*  itii|Nirtiiiit  |K>«illon  wliirh  il 
now  hi'til,  iiiuy  Ih<  iiifi'rri'il  from  llm  iiivi<atiiii>iit  in  ttm  fotlowiiiK  ynir  of  I'lilriik  ('iH'kbiirn 
iif  Ntiwliit(y:ihK,  Itic  I'rovoal  of  KiliiiliiirKti,  in  ltit>  itmnri'ttor'a  oIHi'k  na  ifuvi'mor  of  Ilia 
CmIIi*  I  III"  wi'll  na  Ilia  n|i|Hiintiiiriil  ikjoii;;  willi  iillii>r  iiiMiiiiiaaioiii*r«,  Kf(i<r  llii<  ilvfi'iil  of  tlio 
Knirliali  iti  till'  linltli'  of  Hitrk,  to  tnitl  I'nr  the  rcncwiil  ofntriiri'.  To  lliia  tlui  yoiuiK 
Kiiiir,  tiow  iiIhiiiI  twenty  yi'iira  of  iif^i',  wiia  till'  more  iinliu'i'il,  from  hi*  nnxii'ly  lo  ai-i'  hia 
liriilc,  Mnry  of  liiiclilcra,  "  ik  litilv,"  aiiya  Itriininionil,  "yoiniK,  U'liiilifiil,  uml  of  u  iniiii- 
I'nliiK'  I'onatitnlion,"  wliiiac  iHiamif^-i'  from  ilm  Nctlu'rlniiiU  wua  only  ilclityi'il  till  »i>riiri< 
tif  liintlriinri'  from  lIu'  KaiKli'li  tli'i't, 

HIk'  lu'i'orilinKly  nrrivi'd  in  K<'oll.iii.l,  iiri'im|miiii>(l  liy  n 
niiiiK'roiia  ri'tiniii'  of  prinri'a,  |ir<<liili'a,  niiil  iio|ilrmi>n,  who 
Wert'  cnli-rliiini'il  with  every  murk  of  royul  |ioa|iitnliiy,  niul 
witneaaeil  the  HiilenitiiKiilion  of  the  iiiiirriii^e,  iia  well  iih  the 
I'liroiiiilion,  of  the  vniin^  <Vui'en  Ihereiirter,  Imlh  of  whii'li 
look  plnee  in  llii'  Ahlwy  of  llolyrooti,  with  the  iilmoat  |Nini|) 
nml  Molemnity. 

The  llrat  fruit  of  lliia  nmrriii^e  Ni'etiiM  to  Imve  lieeti  the 
reliflliiin  of  Ihe  Karl  of  l>oii)f|iiH,  who,  Jeitloua  of  the  intliieneu 
ilmt  the  l.oril  Clmtn'ejior  Oiclilon  liml  iu'i|iiiri'il  with  the 
Queen,  iilmoat  immeiliiilely  thereiifter  |iro('eeileil  to  reven);e 
Ilia  |irivule  ((iiiirrel  MJtli  tire  iiinl  awonl  ;  ao  that  in  the  tK')(iii- 
ninx  of  the  following'  veiir,  a  I'lirlinment  waa  iiMHemhleil  at 
Kilinlmr^th,  wlmau  llrat  emit'lnu'iitH  were  ilireeteil  a^iiinat  kucIi 
cneroaehmenta  on  the  royul  |irerii^iitive.  Iliii  fiirtlier  ileeiU  of  lilooil  nml  rnpine,  iit  length 
eloaeil  hy  a  himty  tijow  of  the  Kiiiir'n  ila)fj.'er  in  Stirlin>f  ('iii»tlo,  iK'loiijf  rather  to  Seottiah 
hiatory  ;  uh  well  iih  tliu  death  of  t lie  Mo.'iiirih  hiiiiaelf  MJiortiy  after,  Ity  the  hurating  of  the 
Lyon,  a  famoiu  cannon,  nt  the  Miege  of  Uoxlmrgh  CiiMtle,  in  the  year  1400. 

At  thia  time,  Mciiry  VI.,  the  exiled  King  of  KiiKlmid,  with  liix  heroic  Queen  and  Kon, 
Hoiijrht  ahelter  at  the  SrotliKh  Court,  where  they  were  litly  iodjfed  in  the  niomiiitery  of  tiu( 
(treyfriurM,  in  the  OriiHHiiiarket ;  and  ho  lioa|iitahly  entertained  liy  tliu  court  uml  citizen*  uf 
VluXETTi— Mitrjr  uf  Uutlilirt' AniM— frum  htr  Mkl, 


I 


18 


MEMORIALS  OF  EDINHURGH. 


Edinbnrgh,  tliiit  in  requital  thereof,  ho  grnntud  to  tiiem  a  clmrtor,  etnpowcrinx  the  free 
citizen*  tn  trndc  to  any  imrl  of  Eu^rland,  Ruhject  to  no  other  duties  than  tho80  payable 
by  the  moat  iii>;)ily  favoured  nativcM;  in  acknowledgment,  ns  he  Dtatcx,  of  the  humane  and 
honourable  treatment  ho  had  received  from  the  provoHt,  minigtcrii,  and  burgciHes  of 
Edinburgh.  As,  however,  the  house  of  Lancaster  never  regained  the  crown,  tho  charter 
survived  only  as  an  liot'ourablo  acknowledgrnctit  of  tlioir  services. 

About  this  time  it  was  that  the  Collegiate  CImrch  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  the  Hospi- 
tal attm;hed  to  it,  were  founded  by  the  Queen  Dowager,  Mary  of  Quelderx :  and  here  tho 
royal  foundress  was  interred  in  the  year  14(W. 

In  1471,  the  S<'()ttish  capital  again  witnessed  a  royal  marriage  and  coronation  ;  Mar- 
garet, Princess  of  Denmark,  having  landed  at  Ijcith  in  the  month  of  July  of  that  year, 
where  she  was  reecivcil  with  every  demonstration  of  welcome  and  rejoicing.  The  courtly 
historians  of  the  iwriod  describe  her  as  winning  tho  favour  of  both  Prince  and  people,  by 
a  beauty  and  grace  rarely  equalled  among  the  ladies  of  the  age.  Lindsay  of  Pitscottie 
adds — "  The  gentlevoman  being  bot  twelff  yeires  of  ago  at  tho  tyme." '  Tho  alliance 
was  further  rendered  acceptable  to  the  nation,  by  the  royal  bridegroom.  King  James  IIL, 
having  "  gatt  with  the  King  of  Denmarkis  dochter,  in  tocher  guid,  the  landis  of  Orkney 
and  Zetland."  To  all  this  we  may  add,  from  Abercromby' — "The  very  sight  of  such  a 
Queen  could  not  but  endear  her  to  all  ranks  of  people,  who,  to  congratulate  her  happy 
arrival,  and  to  create  in  her  a  good  opinion  of  themselves  and  the  country,  entertained  her 
and  her  princely  train  for  many  days,  with  such  variety  of  shows,  and  such  delicious  and 
costly  feaste,  that  Ferrerius,  a  foreigner,  who  had  seen  all  the  gallantry  and  pomp  of  the 
Courts  of  France  and  Savoy,  tells  us  that  no  {icn  can  describe  them  so  much  to  the  ad- 
vantage as  they  deserve."  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  more  detailed  account  of  this  royal 
reception  has  not  been  given,  as  it  would  better  than  any  other  have  served  to  convey  a 
lively  picture  of  the  manners  of  the  citizens,  and  the  character  of  the  Scottish  capital  at 
this  period. 

These  joyous  proceedings  speedily  gave  place  to  others  of  a  very  different  character. 
The  historians,  in  accordance  with  the  credulity  of  the  times,  have  preserved  the  tradition 
of  numerous  prophecies  and  omens,  wherewith  the  king  was  forewarned  of  the  troubles  that 
awaited  him,  and  his  jealousy  excited  against  his  brothers.  The  youngest  of  them,  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  was  committed  a  prisoner  to  Craigmillar  Castle,  from  whence  iie  was  after- 
wards permitted  to  remove  to  the  Canongnte,  when  suffering  under  a  violent  fever,  of 
which  he  died  there,  under  the  care  of  the  King's  jthysician  ;  not  without  suspicion  of  foul 
play.  After  his  death,  some  reputed  witches  were  tried  at  Edinburgh,  and  condenmed  to 
the  stake,  for  plotting,  along  with  him,  the  death  of  the  King ;  and  tiiese,  according  to  the 
historians  of  the  time,  confessed  tluit  the  Karl  hiid  dealt  with  them  to  have  him  taken  away 
by  incantation — "  For  the  King's  image  being  framed  in  .wax,  and  with  many  spells  and 
incantations  baptized,  and  set  unto  a  fire,  they  jK-Tsuaded  themselves  the  King's  person 
should  fall  away  as  it  consumed.'" 

The  successful  confederacy  against  Cochrane,  the  succeeding  Earl  of  Mar,  and  the  other 
royal  favourites,  belong  not  to  our  subject.  But  immediately  thereafter,  in  1481,  we  find 
the  King  a  captive  in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  which  served  alternately  as  a  palace  and  a 

'  PiUcottie,  vol.  i.  p.  176.  '  Martial  Achievement!,  vol.  ii.  p.  407.  '  Drum,  of  Hawtkumden,  p.  48. 
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pri«on,  down  to  the  Bccei«ion  of  Jumet  VI.  to  the  EngliHh  throne  t  and  often,  u  in  the 
present  caae,  Ailfllled  the  double  purfioie  at  once.  Not  only  wu  he  held  iu  a  sort  of  hon- 
ourable durance  there  by  his  rebelliou*  barons ;  having,  according  to  Dnunmond,  "  all 
the  honour  which  appertained  to  a  Prince,  save  that  he  could  not  come  abroad,  and  none 
were  permitted  to  speak  unto  him,  except  in  the  audience  of  his  lord-keeper :  his  chamber 
doors  were  shut  tiefore  the  setting  of  the  sun,  and  long  after  the  rising  opened  i  such  who 
only  heard  of  him  could  not  but  take  him  to  be  a  Arec  c,nd  ab''olute  Prince ;  yet  when 
nearly  viewed,  he  was  but  a  King  in  phantasy,  and  bis  throne  but  a  picture  I"  but,  at  the 
same  time,  there  lay  within  its  dungeons  the  King'i  own  prisoner,  the  Earl  of  Douglas; 
to  whom,  in  this  extremity,  he  at  last  made  nnsucctssiUl  overtures  of  reconciliation. 

The  King  having  at  length  appealed,  through  the  Duke  of  Albany,  to  Edward  IV.  of 
England,  the  Duke  of  Qloucester  marched  to  Edinburgh  ut  the  head  of  ten  thonsand  men, 
and  encamped  with  them  on  the  Borough  Muir  -*  *^'o  very  time  wiiuii  the  rubc-llious  barons 
were  assembled  in  council,  in  the  Tolbooth.  Here  the  Duke  of  Albany,  who  continued  to 
assume  a  very  specious  show  of  loyalty,  joined  them,  attended  by  the  Duke  of  Qloucester, 
and  about  a  thousand  English  and  Scottish  gentlemen ;  and  the  parties  having  come  to 
terms,  two  heralds-at-arms  were  commanded  to  pofs  with  them,  to  charge  the  captain  of 
the  Castle  to  open  the  gates,  and  set  the  King's  grace  at  liberty;  who,  if  Lindsay  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  somewhat  contrary  to  our  modern  notions  of  kingly  dignity,  forthwith  "  lap  on  a 
hackney  to  ride  down  to  the  Abbay :  but  he  would  not  ride  forward,  till  the  Duik  of  Albania 
his  brother  lap  on  behind  him ;  and  so  they  went  down  the  geat  to  the  Abbey  of  Hally- 
ruid  hous,  quhair  they  remained  ane  long  tyme  in  great  mirrines;"'  and,  as  Abercromby 
adds,  he  "  would  needs  make  him  a  partner  in  Aia  bed,  and  a  comrade  at  his  table."  On 
the  following  day,  William  Bertrahom,  the  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  with  him  the 
whole  fellowship  of  merchants,  burgesses,  and  community  of  tlie  said  town,  loyally  and  gene- 
rously obliged  themselves  to  repay  to  the  King  of  England,  under  certain  circumstances, 
the  dowry  to  his  daughter,  the  Lady  Cecil ;  or  otherwise,  "  undertook  for  the  King  of  Scot- 
land, their  Sovereign  Lord,  that  he  should  concur  in  his  former  obligations,  provided  he 
or  they,  the  said  provosts  and  merchants,  were  informed  of  the  King  of  England's  pleasure, 
by  the  next  Feast  of  All  Saints  ; "  which  obligations  they  afterwards  fulfilled,  repaying  the 
money,  amounting  to  6000  merks  sterling,  upon  the  demand  of  Qarter  King-at-Arms,  the 
King  of  England's  messenger.  In  acknowledgment  of  this  loyal  service,  the  King  granted 
to  the  city  a  deed,  in  1402,  by  which  the  provost  and  bailies  were  created  sheriffs  within 
all  the  bounds  of  their  own  territories,  and  rewarded  with  other  important  privileges  con- 
tained in  that  patent,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  GK>Iden  Charter.*  He  also  con- 
ferred upon  the  craftsmen  the  famous  banner,  long  the  rallying  point  of  the  burgher  ward 
in  every  civil  commotion,  or  muster  for  war,  which  is  still  preserved  by  the  incorporated 
trades,  and  known  by  the  popular  title  of  the  Blue  Blanket.  The  history  of  this  famous 
banner  bos  been  written  by  Alexander  Pennycuik,  an  enthusiastic  guild  brother  of  the  lost 
century,  who  begins  the  record — "  When  the  Omnipotent  Architect  had  built  the  glorious 
fabric  of  this  world  I "  and  after  recording  for  the  consolation  of  his  brother  craftsmen,  that 
"  Adam's  eldest  son  was  educate  a  plowman,  and  his  brother  a  grazier,"  with  many  other 
flattering  instances  of  "  God's  distinguishing  honour  put  upon  tradesmen,"  he  tells  that 

'  Fitaoottie,  ToL  i.  p.  200.  '  Dniin.  of  Hawtharn.  p.  S2. 
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the  order  of  the  Bluo  ninnket  wan  in«titute(l  l>,v  Po|n)  ITriMn  II.,  about  1200,  anil  to  U 
older  than  any  order  of  kniglithood  in  Buro}ic.  Ancordiii);  to  thin  author,  va«t  nnmbem  of 
Scottish  niechanii'ii  having  followed  to  the  Holy  War,  took  with  them  a  banner  bearing 
the  inscription—"  In  bona  toluntate  tun  eilijicenter  muri  Jerusalem"  which  they  styled 
the  banner  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  though,  fi-oin  its  colour,  familiarly  called  "  The  Hlue  Klan- 
ket ; "  and  this,  on  their  return,  they  dedicated  to  Ht  Kloi's  altar  in  Ht  Oiles's  Church. 
Whatever  foundation  there  may  be  for  this  remoter  origin,  it  is  undoubted  that  Jamei 
III.  at  this  time,  in  requital  of  the  eminent  services  of  the  burghers,  confirmed  them 
in  many  privileges,  and  l)«itowcd  on  them  this  ensign,  with  their  heraldic  bearings 
embroidered  by  the  Queen's  own  hands.  It  has  ever  since  ))cen  kept  in  the  charge  of  the 
kirk-master  or  deacon-convenor  of  the  crafts  for  the  time  lieing ;  every  burgher,  not  only 
of  the  capital,  but  of  Scotland,  being  held  bound  to  rally  at  the  summons,  when  it  ii 
unfurled. 

Within  a  brief  period  after  the  incidents  related,  the  Duke  of  Albany  being  confined  a 
prisoner  in  the  Castle,  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  in  a  very  daring  fashion.  His  rivals 
having  just  obtained  their  own  deliverance,  "  counselled  the  King  to  jtutify '  the  Duke 
his  brother ; "  which  being  known  at  the  court  of  France,  a  French  ship  arrived  in  Leith 
Roads  the  very  day  before  his  intended  "  justification,"  the  captain  of  which  sent  a 
messenger  to  the  Duke,  ofiering  to  supply  him  with  a  stock  of  wines ;  and  a  confidential 
servant  being  thereupon  sent  for  "  two  bosses  full  of  Malvesy ; "  they  were  returned  by  him, 
the  one  containing  a  letter  informing  him  of  the  design  against  his  life,  and  the  other  filled 
with  cord  to  aid  him  in  his  e8cai)e.  Acting  on  this  advice,  he  invited  the  captain  of  the 
Castle  to  supper,  and  so  liberally  dispensed  the  snp])osed  new  supply  of  wine  among  hia 
guard,  that  watching  his  opportunity,  he  and  his  faithful  attendant  succeeded  in  over- 
powering them,  and  putting  them  to  the  sword ;  and  escaping  to  an  unguarded  wall  of 
the  Castle,  they  let  themselves  down  by  the  cord,  and  so  escaped  to  the  French  ship ;  the 
Duke  carrying  his  attendant  on  his  bock,  his  thigh  having  been  broken  in  dropping 
from  the  wall.  So  that  his  escape  was  not  discovered  till  the  nobles  arrived  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  to  wait  on  the  King — then  himself  residing  in  the  Castle — and  to  witness 
the  execution. 

During  this  and  succeeding  reigns,  the  Parliaments  continued  to  assemble  generally  at 
Edinburgh,  although  Stirling  Castle  was  the  favourite  residence  of  James  III.,  where  he 
retired  from  the  cares  of  the  state ;  and  there  in  ])articular  he  found  opportunity  for  display- 
ing that  love  for  "  building  and  trimming  up  of  chapels,  halls,  and  ganlens,"  '  with  which 
Drummond  charges  him,  as  a  taste  that  usually  iKsrtuins  to  the  lovers  of  idleness.  His  love 
of  display  seems  to  have  been  shown  on  every  opportunity  during  his  residence  at  Edin- 
burgh. We  learn  from  the  some  authority,  he  acquired  an  easily  won  character  for  devo- 
tion, by  his  habit  of  riding  in  procession  from  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood  to  the  churches  in 
the  high  town,  every  Wednesday  and  Friday. 

King  James  III.  was  slain  on  the  8tli  of  June  1488,  by  his  own  rebellions  nobles, 
on  the  field  of  Stirling,  nearly  on  the  same  arena  as  hud  been  the  scene  of  Scotland's 
greatest  victory  under  the  Bruce.  Whatever  view  the  historian  may  take  of  this  Mon- 
arch's character  and  influence  on  the  nation,  he  contributed  more  than  any  other  of  the 

'  Put  to  death.  «  Hnwthornden,  p.  01. 
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Htuart  not  tnwnrdi  the  iwrtnanent  proificrity  of  the  Hcnttiiih  ckpiUl.  By  favonr  of  hia 
charter!,  ite  local  Juriidiiition  waa  loft  almuit  oxcluiivoly  in  the  hand*  of  iti  own  magU- 
tratei  i  on  them  were  conferred  ample  powcm  for  ennctinK  Inw*  fur  it*  governance  i  with 
authority,  iu  life  and  death— utill  ve»ted  in  it*  chief  muKi«trute — an  inde|it>ndonce  which 
wat  afterwards  defended  amid  many  dungorii,  down  to  tiio  |ieriod  of  the  Union.  By  hia 
ohartera  also  in  their  favour,  they  obtained  the  right,  which  they  atill  hold,  to  all  the 
cuitoma  of  the  haven  and  Imrliour  of  l4)ith,  with  the  proprietorihip  of  the  adjacent  coaat, 
and  of  all  the  roada  leading  thereto ;  aa  well  aa  many  Hpccial  privilcgea  conferred  on  the 
craftjimen,  which  they  were  not  alow  to  protect  from  encroachment :  aa  hia  deacendant 
Jamea  VI.  poiuta  out  to  hia  aon  I'rinoe  Henry,  in  the  liatilicon  JJoron — "  The  craftamen 
think  we  ahould  be  content  with  their  work,  how  tmd  aoever  it  be ;  and  if  in  any  thing 
they  be  controuled,  up  goea  the  Blue  Blanket  I " 


Biihiip  Kanimlji'i  Anua— from  tb*  ehnir  uf  81  Oilu'a  Ohunb. 
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FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  JAMES  IV.  TO  THE 
BATTLE  OF  FLODDEN. 


AMES  IV.  wuo  crowned  at  KdiiiburKli  in  Juno  1488,  under 
very  iniiUHpiciouH  circunigtanceci.  Hii  tender  ago  Reenicd  to 
liold  out  a  vury  uniironiiHing  future,  under  the  guidance  of 
Mucii  councilluri)  as  hod  already  made  him  their  tool  in  the 
Field  of  Stirling.  Yet  hig  reign  of  twenty-five  years  is  ono  of  the  brightest  in  our  national 
history,  ond  furnishes  many  valuable  local  associations,  ns  well  as  curious  traditions  con- 
nected with  our  present  subject. 

The  o])ening  scenes  of  this  eventful  reign  introduce  to  our  notice  Sir  Andrew  Wood, 
the  most  famous  of  our  Scottish  suunien,  whose  undaunted  courage  and  loyalty  shono  con- 
spicuously, while  yet  the  death  of  his  royal  muster,  Jiimcs  III.,  remained  uncertain. 

'file  I'rincc,  as  James  IV.  was  still  called,  hod  assembled  the  nobility  adhering  to  him, 
along  with  their  followers  at  Leith,  from  whence  messengers  were  des])atclied  to  Sir 
Andrew's  ships,  then  lying  in  the  Firth,  to  ascertain  if  the  King  had  found  refuge  on 
board ;  and,  if  not,  to  endeavour  to  engage  his  adherence  to  their  party.'  The  sturdy  sea- 
man indignantly  rejected  the  latter  proposition,  and  refused  to  come  on  shore,  till  certain 
of  the  nobility  were  delivered  up  as  hostages  for  his  safe  return ;  and  he  being  detained 
long  on  shore,  his  noble  substitutes,  the  Lords  Seton  and  Fleming,  narrowly  escaped  the 
halter,  by  his  opportune  arrival." 

Immediately  after  the  oronation  of  the  young  King,  his  heralds  were  sent  to  demand 
the  restitution  of  the  Castle  in  his  name ;  and  this,  with  other  royal  strongholds,  being 
promptly  surrendered  to  his  summons,  he  assumed  the  throne  without  further  obstacles. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  same  year,  1488,  his  first  Parliament  assembled  within  the 

>  Martial  AchieTemenU,  vol.  ii.  |>.  489.  '  I'iUcottle,  vol.  i.  p.  325. 
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TolbfMith  of  l<^liiil)urKh«  »n<l  uiiilvr  thn  inHiicticu  uf  tho  IviwIcrN  nt  tlio  Fioltl  of  HIirliaKt 
en»ctc<l,  in  his  iiniiie,  ninny  linmh  nnil  iinjiixt  Inwn,  ilirocti'il  iiKniniit  tlii>  nillicrt'ntM  of  the  Ut« 
KinKi  involving  iinN|ii>n«iiin  i>r  <lt<|)riviitiiin  to  nil  otHi-vrN  of  »U\U>,  nml  hamliiiK  over  "all 

C'liiircliniun  tnkcn  in  urnioiir,  to  llu'ir  ordirmricit,  to  Ih>  |iiinii«lifil  ii riling  to  liiw."    Tho  flr«t 

orcnrrcncu  tliut  tenilcil  to  roNcup  tliu  Kih)(  I'roin  iniplicit  confiilt'noi*  in  liiit  fnthvr'n  pnutnics, 
WHi»  tho  nploniliil  victory  olitnini'd  l»y  Sir  Amln-w  VVimmI,  ovi-r  u  fleet  «'nt  by  Henry  VII. 
of  Kn)(lantl,  to  cxecntu  repriHitU  on  the  intirilurem  of  llio  Into  Kin^.  They  had  committed 
f(rcnt  rnviignit  on  tliu  Hcottixh  iihi|>|>inK,  and  coniplotely  lilockadud  the  mouth  of  tho  Forth  > 
when  Hir  Andruw  iinilud  iiK'^inHt  them,  and  with  an  inferior  force,  completely  defeated,  and 
brought  tlie  whole  armnment,  conMiNtin<  of  Ave  large  iihi|M,  into  lioith.  Hhnrtly  after  thin, 
the  King  concluded  a  truce  with  Kngland,  and  on  the  l<'ith  iluy  of  February  UUO,  hii  iccond 
Parliament  met  at  Kdinlmrgh,  and  again  another  in  tho  following  year,  t>oth  of  which 
enacted  many  iialutnry  lawit ;  and,  at  tho  Kamo  timo,  Andrew  Foreman,  I'rotonntary  of  Pop« 
Alexander  VI.,  arrived  at  tho  Hcottinh  Court  with  conMolutory  letterit  to  the  King,  whiwe 
grief  at  the  iiharo  he  hiul  taken  in  the  fatal  rebellion  agaiuNt  hia  father  Ktill  manifoiitetl  itiielf 
in  Revere  ponanccn  and  mortiflcatiumi.  Ho  wai*  alwo  the  liearvr  of  a  bull,  addremed  to  the 
abboti  of  Paixley  and  Jedburgh,'  em))owcring  them  to  abiolve  and  readmit  into  tho  church 
all  ituch  aa  had  Wen  aceoiigory  to  tho  death  uf  King  Jamca  III.  of  famoua  memory,  on 
their  oxpre«»ing  Hinccro  re|ientance  for  the  same.*  And  now  tho  King,  drawing  towarda 
manhood,  tho  ominouH  clouda  that  hu<l  threatened  tho  commencement  of  hia  reign  dia- 
ap|)cared,  and  a  long  unil  proH|icrouM  calm  auccccding  hia  early  troublea,  left  him  free  to 
give  the  rein  to  hia  chivalroux  taatea,  and  extend  hia  royal  ]>atronago  to  tho  many  eminent 
men  that  mlorncd  tho  Hcottiah  (.'ourt. 

During  thia  reign,  Edinburgh  ))ccamo  celebrated  throughout  Europe,  as  tho  acene  of 
knightly  fcata  of  arma.  "  In  thia  country,"  aaya  Arnot,  "  tournaments  are  of  great  anti- 
quity ;  they  were  held  in  Edinburgh  in  tho  reign  of  William  the  Lion,  and  in  thoae  of 
many  of  the  aucceeding  Princca.  Tho  valley  or  low  ground  lying  lietwoen  tho  wcater  road 
to  Lnth,  and  tho  rock  at  Lochcnd,  wan  Iwatowed  by  Jamca  II.  on  tho  community  of  Edin- 
burgh, for  tho  aitccial  pur|)OMo  of  holding  tournamcnta  and  other  martial  aporta."  *  Here, 
moat  probably,  the  weaponahawa  which  were  of  auch  conataut  recurrence  at  a  later  peri(Ki, 
aa  well  aa  auch  nnirtial  pariulea  aa  were  aummoned  by  civic  authority,  wero  held,  unlcaa  in 
caaea  of  actual  |)rciMiratiou  for  war,  when  tho  Boroiigh  Muir  acema  to  have  Iwen  invariably 
tho  appointed  place  of  rendezvoua.  Tlie  favourite  acene  of  royal  tourilamcnta,  however, 
WHa  a  ai)ot  of  ground  near  the  King'a  Stablea,  juat  below  the  t'aatle  wall.  Hero  Jamea 
IV.,  in  |iarticular,  oftjn  aaacmbled  hia  lords  and  barona,  by  proclamation,  for  jouating ; 
offering  auch  mce  ja  of  honour  aa  a  ajjcar  headed  with  gold,  ftn<l  tlic  like  favoura,  preaented 
to  the  victor  by  tho  King'a  own  hand  ;  so  that  "  the  fame  of  hia  justing  and  turney  apread 
throw  all  Europe,  quhilk  caused  many  errand  knyghtia  cum  out  of  vthcr  jmirtca  to  Scotland 
to  aeik  justing,  becaua  they  hard  of  the  kinglie  fame  of  the  Prince  of  Scotland.  Bot  few 
or  none  of  thamo  paaaed  away  vnmitched,  and  oftymca  overthrownc."  * 

One  notable  encounter  is  apecially  recorded,  which  took  place  Iwtween  Sir  John  Cock- 
bewia,  a  Dutch  knight,  and  Sir  Patrick  Hamilton.     "  Being  aaaemblcd  togidder  on  great 


■  Hawtliorndcn,  p.  68 
*  Arnot,  p.  71. 
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luirpiiit  under  tlio  ('n*tltf  wnll,  in  tha  Wr»F(>,"  thi>  Hcottinh  kniKlit'*  hormt  linvintr  fkllcd 
him  in  lli«  lint  onuot,  tlicy  i'nciinnti'ri'<l  im  fimt,  onnlinnlnK  Hu<  mmti'iit  fur  a  full  Imur,  till 
tliu  |)uli'liinnn  lN>iii)(  *lrurk  to  tliu  k*""'!')*'!  IIk*  Kintr  rniit  hi*  liitt  <ivi>r  tlu>  CitNtli'  whII  iim  r 
■iKital  to  atAjr  the  conilmt,  while  thu  hcrnlilit  niiil  tniniin'ti'm  iiriM'litinioi)  Sir  I'litrick  tho 
Yii'tor. 

A  mynl  ('x|)«>rim(>nt,  of  n  nioro  Hulitln  nnturc,  iniiy  )>«  worth  ri>r<irilinir,  m«  m  muniilti  of 
tho  miinnorit  of  the  n\tv.  The  Kinjr  •'ituni'il  a  dunilt  woniiin  to  Iw  triin«|N)rti><l  to  tho  nci^h- 
IxiurinK  ixlnnd  of  Inrhkcith,  and  thcro  iN'inir  proiwriy  loi|)r<>d  nnd  provinioncil,  two  infiint* 
wcru  t'litruxti'd  to  lior  caru,  in  order  to  dim'ovcr  liy  tlit>  litnKUitX'*  they  nhould  iido|it,  whiit 
wa*  the  oriKiiinl  hunmu  tonjfuc.     Thu  ri'Mult  iK'cnix  to  lutve  lieon  very  mitiitfiictory,  it*,  after 

itllowinK  thcni  a  nutlicient  tinu>, 
it  wim  found  that  "  they  iiiak  very 
Kiiid  Khrew  I " 

Hut  it  iit  not  alone  by  knightly 
feiitit  of  arniK,  ami  thu  riidu  ehi- 
valry  of  thu  Middle  AKen,  that 
tlie  court  of  danu'H  IV,  iit  dixtin- 
ffuiiihed,  Thu  Siottixh  enpital, 
during  hiw  reign, .wax  the  reNidcnuo 
of  men  liigh  in  every  de|i)irtmont 
of  learning  and  the  artx. 

Oiiwin  DougluK,  afterwarilH 
IliHhop  of  Ihitikeld,  thu  well- 
known  author  of  "  The  I'aliie  of 
Honour,"  and   thu  traUNlator   of 


VirgiPi 


id    into     t^'ottiKli 


verne,  wuh  at  thiM  time  I'rovoMt 
of  Hi  GIIuhV,'  and  dedicated  IiIk 
|H)cm  to  thu 

"  M«iit  gntcliitii  I'riiica  nuir  Hmitirain  Jniiioa  tlia  Foiril, 
8u|>r«nia  bunour  ronuiin  u(  oheutlrit." 

Dunbar,  "the  grcate«t  |»oet  that  Scotland  luw  produced," '  waH  in  done  and  familiar 
attendance  on  tho  court,  ami  witli  him  Konneily,  "  liin  kindly  foe,"  and  Sir  John  llowfi,  and 
"  Qentill  Iloull  of  CorHtorphine,"  ni«  well  itM  otiieri*  nfterwardjt  enumerated  by  Dunbar,  in  hii« 
*'  Lament  for  the  ilakurii*."  Many  rhnractcri^tic  and  very  graphic  alluHioim  to  tiic  nuinnerM 
of  the  ago  have  been  prcxerved  in  the  ]M)ems  tliat  still  exint,  by  them  affording  n  curioux 
ioHight  into  the  Scottish  city  and  cajiital  of  the  JhmichV.  Indeed,  the  local  and  teminirary 
allusions  that  occur  in  their  moxt  HurioiiH  pieces,  are  often  quaint  and  amusing,  in  the  highest 
degree,  as  in  Kennedy's  "  I'uHKioun  of  (.'rint :" — 

"  In  tho  Tull>iitli  then  Pilut  entarit  in, 
Ctllit  uu  CliriKl,  nnd  iparit  gif  llu  wh  King  t " 


Keith'i  Uiahuin,  8vo,  1824,  p.  448.  *  Klliii'  Siwcinismi,  8vu,  1848,  vol.  I.  p.  au4, 
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And  in  Puulmr't  "  MroUhb  |wirt  of  (li«  I'luy  i  '"— 


'  Hj  n»ina  U  W»i  rM,  lh«lrf"f  U  Mjlb, 
I  «nn«  kdr  mmifort  jruw  l<t  kjth  i 
Rii|i|n<M  lh*(  wr«ti  hu  wrjriiK  uml  wrjtlh, 

All.lwth  I  hII  Ki«r  lUI  I 
Kiir  Mkarly,  th*  Iraiiih  In  t*ll, 
I  oiini*  MiiMin  jrnw  hair  tii  iliwll  | 
rra  •ixiihI  <>f  M«iial  <t«IU  IkII, 
N««lr  Uiliili  I  t.>  Il>l. 

"ijtihftrfitr  III  HanllAixl  anitia  I  liair, 
With  y<iw  til  lijfiUitnil  |wna*alr, 
In  Kiliiilmriih,  i|iib*r  la  marUal  ahalr, 

I'laaaiia,  illa|uirt  anil  |>U)r  | 
Qiihllk  la  Iha  Uiiijia,  «ni|  A  iwr  a«, 
Of  thia  ragiiiiin.  In  all  >l«Kr4, 
Of  walatKir,  ami  nf  lionaatrf, 
Kaniiiina,  anil  rioka  aritjr." 


Other  liicnl  allutiuni  of  »  limilnr  unturo  might  bv  iK!leftu«l,  but  thoM  iimjr  luiHco  M 
oxnm|iloi. 

Ill  thu  yenr  UflH,  EdinhurKh  wim  v!iiitt>(l  by  the  fniiiouit  rvrkin  Wiirliecli,*  tho 
reputed  Duke  of  York,  who  wn*  niiirderi'd  in  thu  Towor.  Itt*  nrrivcd  with  n  rich  c<iui|iagu 
nnd  a  gnllnnt  triiiii  cf  followerN,  mid  witM  received  \\y  the  Kiiif^with  every  token  of  iin- 
eerity,  ni  the  unfortnnnto  IticliHnl  IMnntn);enct,  unn  to  King  Kdwnrd  IV.  It  in  not  eniiy 
now,  nnr  in  it  our  |)rovinre  to  deciiU',  how  fur  the  King  wiih  renlly  ini|x>«ed  on  by  Ida 
*|ieelonii  tnle,  or  if  he  wan  Koluly  urtunted  by  reiiHoni  of  ittnte  |K>lii-y.  Ho  undoubtedly 
ci|iouited  hi*  cnuHe  with  xenl ;  involving,  m  it  did,  not  only  n  breach  with  hi*  intended 
father-in-lnw,  Henry  VII. ;  but  the  imniedinte  |iroN|ioet  of  n  war  with  Kngland,  an  event 
Recmingly  nt  no  time  an  objcrt  of  great  diMliko  to  tho  HcottiNh  nation  :  and,  moreover,  tea- 
titled  the  linccrity  of  hi*  partizaniihip,  by  giving  him  in  marriage  hi«  own  kiniwoman,  the 
liudy  Catherine  Gordon,  whime  beauty  long  uftir  procured  her  ut  the  Engliiih  Court  the 
name  of  the  White  Heme.  Tlie  jieaceful  jKilicy  of  the  Engliith  Monarch  siieedily  won  over 
the  inclination*  of  hi*  future  Hon-in-law,  and  the  ncgotiotion*  were  renewed  for  the  mar- 
riage of  JamoR  with  the  PrinceR*  Margaret ;  at  the  name  time  that  moMengcr*  arrived  at 
Holyrood  Palace,  bearing,  a*  a  gift  from  Po|>c  JuliuH  II.  to  the  Hcottiiih  King,  a  iiword 
and  diadem  wrought  with  flower*  of  gold,  which  had  been  consecrated  by  him  on  Chritt- 
ma*  eve ; '  the  former  of  which  i*  *till  prcRcrvod  among  the  8cotti*h  regalia,  in  Edinburgh 
Castle. 

Fully  four  year*  elapsed  between  the  conclusion  of  tho  treaty  of  marriage  and  its  fulflU 
ment ;  and  during  that  time,  tho  King  was  actively  occupied  in  preparations  for  the  recep- 
tion of  his  bride.  Up  to  this  time,  tho  Scottish  Kings  seem  to  have  resided  ot  tho  Abbey 
of  Holyrood,  a*  the  abbot's  guests  :  but  ho  now  set  earnestly  to  work,  "  for  the  bigging  of 
a  {Milace  besido  the  Abbay  of  tho  Ilaly  Croce,"  *  tlie  only  port  of  which  still  in  existenco 
is  the  "  for-yet "  or  vardted  gateway  to  tho  Abliey  C*ourt,  the  south  wall  and  other  remoins 
of  which  may  yet  bo  seen  in  the  Court-house  of  the  Abbey,  the  indications  of  the  urchc* 
of  its  groined  roof  Wing  still  vigiblo  on  the  outer  wall.     The  Treasurer's  accounts  of  the 


'  Runbnr'a  rimma,  vol.  ii,  p.  41, 
*  Uawtborndan,  p.  69. 


'  Martial  Avlilevu.,  viil.  11.  p.  SOt), 
*  Liber  Cartarum  Sanotoi  Cruoia,  Pref.  68. 
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(tx|M<na<<«  iif  till'  litillilliiK,  |ifi'«i'rvi'  It  viilimlilf   ri'inril  of  it*  |if">((rp«n  «ii'l  rhnrwi'ti'r ;   no 

i<ii|N'iii tn«  to  linvn  >M>i<ii  ■imnil  In  ri'mli-r  il  n  lllliiiK  ri<*lil«ii<'i<  for  thi<  fiiluri*  l^inaii. 

TIioukIi  nomii'  Men  of  the  liorm-ly  fitiihioii  of  liiiililinir  ■till  rommori,  ritity  Ihi  infvrn'il  from 
nn  »lluiiion  of  IhiiilMr,  in  hln  |Nirin  of  lhi<  *'  W»rlil'»  liutitbilitWi  "^ 

"ilrull  A)>l«U(T»)r'l>  >  nlMlo(Mk«i, 
U<>t  4II*  Kirk  wwil  iKKftrll  Willi  kxiliUf  !  ' 

•InnivN  IV.  wni)  not  only  iin  iniitii'iit  I'liroiiniKiT  of  liternliiri',  lutl  liy  nmii>  ri'|iuti>i|  lH>th  k 
|Ni«t  unil  niuxii'inn,  llioii);li  no|liitit(  iiurvivt>«  front  lii*  |N'n  Init  t)i«  nictrii'nl  order  to  hiii 
tri'MuriT,  in  ri'iily  to  "Tin'  IVlition  of  the  (Jrey  Mor«e,  AnM  iMinltnri"  Imt  wlMdevrr 
inny  Imve  U'cn  tlie  viiliie  of  liiii  own  |iriHliii'(iiinii,  hi*  tnulu  ik  nliiinitnnily  proveil  uj  tlio 
eminent  men  lie  drew  ikroiintl  him. 

(iiiwin  1>oiikIi»i  iiiidonlitedly  owed  hii«  fiivoiir  itt  eoiirt,  n*  well  a*  the  frieniUliip  ittiil 
imtroniiKe  of  the  (.jiiei'ii,  itnd  the  |iurtinlily  of  |x>o  \,  itt  ii  Inter  |N>riod,  to  hi*  leiirnin((und 
tnlenlM,  when  IhroiiKh  their  ^fwA  otlieei),  he  ohtuined,  MKuinut  the  mont  violent  o|i|Ni«ition, 
hi*  u|i|iointment  to  the  hiMhojirie  of  Ihinkuld  in  liMtl.  Kennedy,  too,  Dvennt  to  hiive  JMien 
It  conaliint  nttctidunl  nt  eoiirl,  while  iHinlmr  wiin  on  the  nioitt  intinmte  footing  with  • 
hi*  royiil  mnxter,  iind  employed  hy  hint  on  the  moMt  ronlldentiul  mii<>iioni<  to  foreign  eourtit. 
Ill  MM,  liu  vinited  KiikIuiiiI  with  the  umliiiMMitdorH  Nunt  to  roiu'liido  tho  neKotiatiotm  for 
thu  Kin^'x  miirriii^e,  »nd  to  witni'DM  the  ceremony  of  ulliitnciii);  the  I'rinromi  Mnr{(iiret  in 
Jiinutiry  fidlowiiiK  ; '  iind  nt  lenKlh,  on  lli  >'  7th  of  AiiKtiNt  l.'iOll,  thu  <jiieen,  who  hud  iittaineil 
tlie  nmtiire  i^v  of  fourteen  yeurx,  mndi  her  pnlilii!  eiitritnce  into  Kilinlnir^h,  amid  evury 
denionNtriilion  of  nutioniil  rejoicing;.  A  inoMt  miiinte  lUToiiiit  of  her  reception  him  lieen 
preNerved  liy  John  Youiik,  HoinerNet  lleruhl,  her  utteiidiint,  ttnd  itii  eye-witneKi*  of  thu  whole; 
which  exhiliitii,  in  nn  interextinx  liKht,  the  weiilth  and  relinement  of  the  Scottiith  rnpital  at 
IhiM  |K.'riod.'  The  Kin^  met  liin  fiiir  liriile  at  thu  ciiHtle  of  Ihtlkeith.  where  hIu'  wiim  honpit- 
ttldy  entertained  by  thu  Karl  of  Morton,  and  haviiix  greeted  her  with  knightly  courtesy, 
and  iNiHMud  thu  day  in  her  uom|iany,  hu  ruturned  "  to  hy*  liuil  at  hMinlHirjf,  vurey  wuil 
coiintetit  (if  HO  fayr  meetyiiK/'  Thu  (jiieeii  wax  atlended  on  her  jonrney  liy  the  Arclihiithop 
of  York,  the  Hiptliop  of  ilurham,  the  Karl  of  Snrrey,  and  a  iiiimeroiix  and  iiobhi  retinuu  ; 
and  wiiH  received,  on  her  near  approach  to  Kdinliur^h,  liy  thu  Hint;  richly  apparelled  iu 
cloth  of  gold,  thu  Karl  of  Hotliweil  heiiriii^  thu  NWord  of  xtntu  hefore  him,  and  attended  liy 
thu  princi|iul  nobility  of  thu  court. '  Thu  Kin^,  coming  down  from  hix  own  liorNu,  "  kyxKcd 
hur  in  her  litre,  and  mounting  on  the  pallufroy  of  the  (jwene,  and  the  xaid  Cjweiiu  liehind 
hym,  no  rode  thorow  the  towne  of  Kdunburxh."  Un  their  way,  they  were  entertained  with 
an  oppoHito  Mcene  of  romantic  chivalry— a  knight-errant  ruHciiing  hiii  dixtrexMed  latlye  liivo 
from  tho  ImndH  of  her  ravixher.  The  royal  party  were  met  at  the  entry  to  the  town  by  thu 
Grey  Friarx — whone  momixtery,  in  the  (JraxHinarket,  they  had  to  piixH — lieuring  in  proi'exNion 
their  mont  valued  relicH,  whirh  were  jirexented  to  the  royal  pair  to  kixx  ;  and  thureufter  they 
were  xtayed  at  an  embattlud  barrier,  erected  for  the  oecaxion,  at  tho  windowx  of  which 
ap|icnred  "nngellx  xynging  joyouxly  for  thu  comynge  uf  ho  noble  u  Itulye,"  while  another 
Hiigel  prcxented  to  her  tho  keyx  of  thu  city. 


•  Uunbitr'*  Memoin,    1).  Loing.    188 1. 


*  LfUna'a  Oulk'oUnoi,  vul.  iv.  p.  -.187-300. 


Ibid,  'mi. 


JAMtHi  ly  TO  TNK  BATTLK  OF  FI.ODPRN. 


Within  tlif  itiU,  lli«  hiiiWM  wrri«  iri»tty  il«><'i'r»t«'i|,  x\\t> 
wimlowa  Itt'iiitc  hiiiiuwitli  tii|i«<«trx,  mill  lllUxl  wiili  "liiriU*, 
ImI><'*,  K''ii*>l**""**''ii  *'>■!  K<'iit>liiM'ii  I  niiil  in  lilt'  iliiinliM 
of  till*  «i>wii«i,  Im'IU  rmiK  I""'  iiiyrlluv"  lli'm  llu'jr  wrri' 
rai't'lvt'il  liy  IliK  i'liit|ili'r  nml  |iri'li<'iiilnrii'«  nf  Nt  Kilt'*'* 
Cliiinli  ill  Ihi'ir  ritlu»»  vi«liii«'iilii,  iiihI  IwitrinK  •hn  •riii  of 
llu'ir  imlriiii  aiiiiit,  wliitli  tlu'y  |iri'M'ii»<>i|  l»  lluir  Miyi'«ti«'« 
t<i  kiaii  I  wIiIIk  iliii  K'H'*I  •Ity  ^'i'''!  **"*'■  )'■"  •'■'•'li'iiMtii'*  ill 
ti'ntifyiiitr  llii-ir  Joy  liy  |inKi'unU  nml  <|UHiiit  iiiy«t<<ri«ii, 
miiii'il  lo  iliii  HiMiiii  ioiix  ot'i'Mnioii,  NikIi  to  thi<  criiH,  iit 
wliirh  a  foiintiiiii  Howi'il  willi  wine,  wlu^rcof  itll  iiiiKlit  tiriiik,'  tlmy  wi>r«  rereiveil  hy  I'nrli 
Khil  till'  rivitl  Kiiilili'itiii'a,  **  with  Mfnum  tlmt  K*'lfu  him  lh«  n|iyll«  of  koIiI  for  to  Kyff*  to 
thi!  iiioit  fuyre  of  thu  thrt>."  Kurtlicr  mi  wii«  tli«  mtlutHtioii  of  thi<  Aiiki'I  (taliritil  to  lh« 
Vir|{iii  I  whilu  oil  niiiitht'r  k»(<'i  prolmlily  thi<  Nuthcrliow,  »|i|i«inri'<l '  li<>  four  virtuvi — JiiatirK, 
trrktlinir  Nvro  imilvr  hvr  feet  i  Korci*,  iK'nriiiy  •  |)illur,  mikI  U'livnth  h«r  lloliifi<riii>«,  all 
•rnii'il  i  Ti'iii|)i'rHiii'i',  holiliiiK  n  liori«t>'i4  hit,  iimi  troiuliiiK  mi  K|iii'iirii« ,  •ml  I'rutlnm'v, 
triuiii|iliiiiK  oviT  Hnr(laiiii|inluii !  whilu  tho  tnhri'ti  plnyi'il  merrily  m  tho  royitl  |iroc<>Miou 
immii'il  through,  nml  no  proci'i'tlt'il  to  the  Alilwy.  Thcrv  they  wt>ri)  reccired  hy  tht*  Arch> 
biiiho|i  of  Ht  Amirvwpi,  n<'i'om|iitiiii'tl  hy  n  iiumt'roiiii  ri'tiiiuu  of  hiiihii|Ni,  ithlMitii,  kml  othitr 
ecclt'niuiitii'x,  ill  thuir  olHi'iitl  rolMin,  nml  romliirtt'd  to  thu  IiIkIi  ultur,  »t  which  thvy 
kiiult,  while  thu  "  Tc  1>cum  "  wim  nuiiKt  i**t<l  thuu  |inMvii  through  the  cloiitcr*  into  thu 

I'lllllCC. 

Ill  thu  Kri'Ht  I'hiimiiur  (tho  hnnKinK*  of  which  r('|irt>iti'iit(>il  thu  hi»tory  of  Troy,  nml  thu 
wlmlowM  lllk'd  with  thu  arniii  of  Mi'otluml  iiml  KiiKluml,  nml  other  humlitio  «l«vii'u«,  iu 
colourt'il  kI'ixm),  woru  tiiany  liitlifii  of  ((ri'ul  iiitmu  nml  iiohly  nrrnyuil ;  nml  the  Kin^  lettiuK 
go  thu  (^iii'cii,  till  Mhi'  liiul  kiiiNcd  nil  the  luilii'M,  lliu  Hiiilio|i  of  Monty  luitcU  M  Mnntur  of 
the  Ceri'iiioiiii'N,  iiniiiiiiK  unih  iw  hIiu  Nultitetl  hurt — "  Aflvr  hIiu  hnd  kymiod  them  nil,  tho 
Kyn((  kyMNcd  her  for  her  InlHuir,  mid  ho  took  her  ii^nin  with  low  cortoiiay  ami  linru  lied, 
nml  liroii^ht  hyr  to  hyr  ('hiimtiier,  and  kyHNed  her  nguyti,  mid  no  took  hin  luve  right 
hunihle  I  " 

*'  Tlio  eighth  diiy  of  the  naid  iuonth,  every  nimi  npointud  himnelf  riehly  for  tho  mnrringc, 
tho  liulieH  nobly  niHirclleil,  mime  in  Kowmt  of  cloth  of  gold,  otIierH  of  crimion,  velvet,  nnd 
block ;  other*  of  Nutin,  tyiiNell,  nnd  duiiiuiik,  nnd  of  chimilet  of  ninny  coloum ;  lioodii, 

ulmimi,  nnd  collnrH  ii|n>ii    their    iieckx Thu  Kyiig  mit   in  n  chnyre   of  crnniMyn 

velvet,  the  |imiiiell>«  of  thnt  mitn  gylte,  under  hyii  uloth  of  iMtnt  of  blew  velvet  fygured  of 
gold ;  "  with  the  Arclibii«lio|i  of  York  nt  hiH  right  luiml,  nnd  the  Karl  of  Hurrey  on  hin 
left ;  while  the  KcotliNli  biMliopN  mid  noblcM  led  thu  Queen  from  her  ehnuilHT,  "  crowned 
with  n  vnrey  lyclie  crowne  of  gold,  gnrnii«hed  with  pierry  and  perleH,  to  the  high  nltnr, 
where  the  nmrriiige  wum  Holeiniiii*ed  by  the  Arclibiiiho|)  of  OlnKgov  ,  uinid  tho  sound  of 
trumiictH  uiid  the  luclumntioii  of  the  noble  ciim|>nny."  At  the  dinner  which  foUowed,  tho 
t^ueen  wnn  nerved  nt  tie  firMt  courHO  with  "  a  wyld  borre*  bed  gylt,  within  a  fnyr  platter," 
followed  by  itundry  other  equally  (iiieenly  dinlieH.     The  ehnniber  wnn  adorned  with  Imng- 

'  I,eUn<ra  CulUcUnna,  vul.  iv.  |>.  280. 
,        Viamm— Aooiant  luullusk,  dug  up  in  Qnyfrura'  CUunihjritnl,  1*41. 
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ingB  of  red  and  l)luo,  with  a  canopy  of  state,  of  oloth  of  gold.  '*  Ther  wer  alio  in  tht  tarn 
ehamnunr  a  rich  bed  of  a»tat,  and  the  Lord  Oray  lerved  the  King  with  water  for  to  waah, 
and  tlie  Eorle  of  Huntley  berred  the  towallo  I "  The  commons  testified  their  sympathy 
by  bonfires  and  other  tokens  of  public  nyoioing,  while  dancing,  music,  and  feasting,  with 
coursing,  Joustings,  and  the  like  pastimes  of  the  age,  were  continued  thereafter  during 
many  days, "  and  that  done,  every  man  went  his  way,"  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  with  the  chivalry 
of  England,  to  bide  their  second  meeting  on  the  field  of  Flodden. 

This  propitious  alliance— which,  notwithstanding  the  disastrous  period  that  intervened, 
ultimately  led  to  the  permanent  uniou  of  the  two  kingdoms — was  celebrated  by  Dunbar  in 
h'n  beautiful  allegory  of  "  Tlie  Thrissil  and  the  Rois,"  a  poem,  notwithstanding  its  obso- 
lete language,  scarcely  surpassed  in  beauty  by  anything  written  since.  "  At  this  time," 
eays  its  excellent  biographer,  "  Dunbar  appears  to  have  lived  on  terms  of  great  familia- 
rity with  the  King,  and  to  have  participated  freely  in  all  the  gaieties  and  amusements  of 
the  Scottish  Court ;  his  sole  occupation  being  that  of  writing  ballads  on  any  passing 
event,  and  thus  contributing  to  the  entertainment  of  his  royal  master.'  From  several  of 
his  writings,  as  well  as  from  "  The  Flyting  "  with  his  poetic  rival  Walter  Kennedy,  many 
curious  local  allusions  may  be  gleaned.  One  satirical  poem,  an  "  Address  to  the  Merchants 
of  Edinburgh,"  is  particularly  interesting  for  our  present  object,  conveying  a  most  graphic, 
though  somewhat  highly-coloured  picture  of  the  Scottish  capital  at  this  period.*  '*  The 
principal  streets  crowded  with  stalls — the  confused  state  of  the  difierent  markets — the 
noise  and  cries  of  the  fishwomen,  and  of  other  persons  retailing  their  wares  round  the 
cross — the  booths  of  troders  crowded  together  '  like  a  honeycomb,'  near  the  church  of  St 
Oiles,  which  was  then,  and  continued  till  within  a  very  recent  period,  to  be  disfigured 
with  mean  and  paltry  buildings,  stuck  round  the  buttresses  of  the  church — the  outer  stairs 
of  the  houses  projecting  into  the  street — the  swarm  of  beggars — the  common  minstrels, 
whose  skill  was  confined  to  one  or  two  hockneyetl  tunes — all  together  form  the  subject 
of  a  highly  graphic  and  interesting  delineation." 


TU  THE  MERCHANTS  OF  GDINBUROH. 

Quhy  will  y«,  HerohnDU  of  renoun, 
Let  Edinburgh,  your  noble  toun, 
Fur  Tak  of  reformation 
The  common  prutit  tyne  and  fame  t 

Think  ye  nooht  achame, 
That  ony  other  region 
Sail  with  diahonour  hurt  your  name ! 


May  nano  pan  throw  your  principal  gate', 
For  stink  of  haddocka  and  of  loatea  ; 
Fur  criea  of  carlinga  and  debatea  ; 
For  aenaum  flyttinga  of  defame  t 

Think  ye  aocht  achame, 
Befure  strangera  of  all  eatatea 
That  aic  dishonour  hurt  your  name  I 


■  Dunbar,  by  D.  Laing,  1834,  vol.  i.  p.  2S, 


*  Ibid,  p.  82. 
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JAMBS  fV.  TO  THE  BATTLE  OF  FLODDEN, 

Vnur  Mlokud  muU  ■  that  iUndU  illrk, 
Hultli  tb*  IlKbt  (ruin  jroiir  I'MTuoht  Kirk  i 
Your  foreiUin  luakia  ]r»ur  buiuoi  mirk, 
Ljrk  DM  country  but  h«r*  at  bun* ; 

Tbink  jr*  iioohl  Mbitme, 
Bm  littlt  poliela  to  work 
In  hurt  «nd  wlaodtr  of  jrour  umi  t 
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At  your  bigh  Crov,  quhair  gold  ind  lilk 
Bould  k»,  tbkir  !•  but  ounli  and  milk ; 
And  at  your  Tron*  but  ookill  and  wilk, 
Panwbn,  pudiugi  of  Juk  and  Jaw*  i 

Tbink  y*  noobt  Mbani*, 
8m  ai  tb*  world  layia  tbat  ilk 
In  burt  and  wilandar  of  your  naon  I 


Tour  oommon  Manitrala  have  no  ton*, 
But,  Now  the  day  dawli,  and  Into  June  ; 
Cuninger  men  maun  Mrra  Sanct  Cloun, 
And  never  to  otber  oraftle  olauie : 

Tbink  ye  noohl  eohame, 
To  hold  elo  mowee  on  the  moon. 
In  burt  and  eobuider  of  your  name  I 


Tallore,  Bouttere,  and  oraftle  vyll, 
Tbe  falreit  of  your  atreeta  do  fyll ; 
And  merchandle  at  tbe  Stinkand  Styll 
Am  hanipert  in  une  bony  oaine  i 

Tbink  ye  nocbt  lobame, 
That  ye  have  neither  witt  nor  wyle 
To  win  youreelf  ano  better  name  I 


Your  Burgh  of  beggara  la  ane  neat. 
To  about  thai  iwenyoura  will  nocbt  reet ; 
All  honeat  folk  they  do  moleet, 
8a  piteoualie  they  cry  and  ramo : 

Tbink  ye  nocbt  aohame, 
Tbat  for  the  poor  bee  no  thing  dreat, 
In  hurt  and  aclander  of  your  name ! 


Your  proleit  daily  doea  inoreaa, 
Tour  goillie  workii  leaa  and  leaa; 
Through  atreittie  nane  may  mak  progreaa. 
For  cry  of  oruikit,  blind,  and  lame : 

Think  ye  nocbt  achame. 
That  ye  aio  aubatanoe  do  poaaoaa, 
And  will  noobt  win  ant  better  name  t 


In  Qawin  Douglas's  Prologne  to  the  Eighth  Book  of  the  ^neid,  there  is  another 
admirable  satire  on  the  manners  of  the  times,  but  the  allusions  are  mostly  more  general 
in  their  application.  Again,  in  Dunbar's  "  Tydingis  fra  the  Sessioun,"  where  a  country 
man  tells  his  neighbour,  "  1  come  of  Edinburgh  fra  the  sessioun,"  the  picture  is  equally 
lively  and  pungent.    In  his  "  Itemonstrance  to  the  King,"  there  occurs  an  inventory  of 

>  Probably  altfc  ;  a  ptaaige  which  lad  through  the  Luokeubootha,  to  St  Qilea'a  Church,  directly  oppoaite  the  Advocatee' 
Cloae,  continued  to  be  known  by  thia  name  till  the  whole  waa  removed  in  181 1. 
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the  various  royal  Berritors,  aflfording  a  curious  insight  into  the  crafts  of  the  period, 
brief  extract  will  sufSce : — 

Cunjrourla,  earrourli,  >nd  oariMnUrii, 
Balldirli  of  bvkii,  and  ballinguU  ; 
MmouoU,  \jknA  upon  the  Und, 
And  whip  wrIohtU  hewtnd  upone  th*  itnnd ; 
Olwing  wriobti*,  gdldamythli,  and  lapidarla, 
Pryntuurii,  pajrntuuria,  and  jntingaria ;  fto. 


I' 


The  iotroductiou  of  printers  iu  the  list,  shows  the  progress  literature  was  making  at  this 
time ;  as  early  as  1490,  the  Parliament  enjoined  the  education  of  the  eldest  sons  of  all 
barons  and  freeholders,  in  the  Latin  language,  as  well  us  in  science  and  jurisprudence ; 
but  it  was  not  till  1507  that  the  art  of  printing  was  introduced  into  Scotland,  under  the 
royal  auspices,  when  a  patent  was  granted  to  Walter  Chepman  and  Andrew  Myllar,  con- 
ferring on  them  the  exclusive  privilege  of  printing  there.  Some  of  Dunbar's  own  poems 
seem  to  have  been  among  the  very  first  productions  that  issued  from  their  press,  and  form 
now  very  scarce  and  highly  valued  rcliques  of  the  art  It  afibrds  evidence  of  the  success 
that  attended  the  printing  press,  immediately  on  its  introduction,  that,  in  the  year  1513, 
Walter  Chepman  founded  a  Chaplainry  at  the  altur  of  St  John  the  Evangelist,  on  the 
southern  side  of  St  Qiles's  Church,  and  endowed  it  with  an  annuity  of  twenty-three 
marks.'  But,  perhaps,  the  most  lively  characteristics  of  the  times,  occur  in  "The 
Flytings  "  of  Kennedy  and  Dunbar,  already  referred  to, — a  most  singular  feature  of  the 
age,  afterwards  copied  by  their  successors, — in  which  many  local  and  personal  allusions 
are  to  be  found.  These  poems  consist  of  a  series  of  pungent  satires,  wherein  each  depicts 
his  rival  in  the  most  ridiculous  characters,  and  often  in  the  coarsest  language. 

Tliis  literary  gladiiitorship  originated  in  no  ])ersonal  enmity,  but  seems  to  have  been  a 
friendly  trial  of  wits  for  the  amusement  of  the  court.  A  few  extracts,  in  connection  with 
our  local  history,  will  suffice,  as  specimens  of  these  most  singular  literary  effusions.  Dun- 
bar addresses  Kennedy,'— 


'  'II 


Thou  bringa  the  Carriok  clay  to  Edinburgh  Croaa, 
U|ian  thy  buitings  hobbland  hard  aa  horn, 
Strae  wiapa  hing  out  quhair  that  the  wata  ar  worn  ; 

Come  thou  again  to  akar  ua  with  thy  atraee, 
We  aall  gar  akale  our  Schulia  all  thee  to  acorn, 

And  atane  thee  up  the  colaay  aa  thou  gaea. 


The  boya  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  beea  out  thraw% 
And  crya  out  ay.  Heir  cuma  our  awin  queer  Clerk  I 

Then  fleia  thou  like  a  houlat  chaiat  with  crawa, 
Quhyle  all  the  bitchea  at  thy  buitinga  bark, 
Then  carlinga  cry,  Keip  curchea  in  the  merk, 

Our  gallows  gajMa,  lo  I  quknir  ano  graceleaa  giiea  : 
Anitber  aaya,  I  aoe  him  want  a  aark, 

I  red  ye,  Kimmer,  tak  in  your  lining  claia. 


>  Maitland,  p.  271. 

'  These  eztraota  from  "The  Flyting"  are  taken,  with  a  few  verbal  exceptiona,  from  Ramaay'a  Eveigreen,  aa  being 
more  easily  understood  by  the  general  reader,  than  the  pure  version  of  Mr  Luing, 
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Then  rim  thuu  d»wn  th*  g»t«  with  gild  of  boji, 

And  all  tb«  towntykn  hingiind  at  thjr  hMlii 
01  l*di  Mid  lount,  tlitr  ryiM  ilo  %  nolMt, 

Qiihjrie  riinija  rin  awtj  with  oairt  and  wbtcU, 

And  cudgrr'n  avera,  oiut  balth  coala  and  onila, 
For  reni  «( tlieg,  and  rattling  o(  thy  butea. 

Fiah  wyvu  cry,  Fy,  and  caat  down  akulU  and  ikaila, 
Som*  oUibM  thM,  wnia  clod*  that  on  tha  cutaa. 

An  allusion  of  tho  same  nature  oh  tho  concluding  linos,  to  the  fraternity  of  fishwives, 
occurs  in  the  "  Devil's  Inquest,"  by  the  same  author,  and  would  seem  to  afford  historical 
evidence  that  the  ancient  characteristics  of  that  hardy  race  are  still  ably  represented  in 
their  descendants. 

Kennedy  replies  in  equally  caustic  terms,  ransacking  history  for  delinquencies  of  the 
Dunbars,  with  which  to  brand  their  namesake,  and  thus  advises  him  :— 

Paaa  to  my  Comniluar  and  be  oonfeat, 

Before  him  ooiir  on  kneea,  and  cum  in  wilt ; 
And  ayne  gar  Stobn  for  thy  life  proteat ; 

Benunee  tby  rymea,  baith  ban  and  bum  thy  bill, 

Helve  to  the  Heaven  thy  band*  and  bald  thee  atill. 
Do  thou  not  thua,  Brigane,  tbon  lall  be  brint, 
With  pik,  tar,  fyre,  gun-powder,  and  lint, 

On  Arthur-sate,  or  on  ane  higher  bill  I  • 


It  may  surprise  us  that  this  poetic  warfare,  though  begim  in  play,  did  not  end  in  earnest 
feud,  from  the  zeal  with  which  it  is  conducted ;  yet  they  seemed  to  have  remained  to  the 
last  good  friends ;  and  in  the  "  Lament  for  the  Makaris,"  Dunbar  bewails  the  approaching 
death  of  his  rival,  as  a  friend  and  brother. 

But  we  must  hasten  from  these  merry  pastimes  of  the  court,  that  open  on  us  like  a 
glimpse  of  some  lively  comedy  enacted  to  sweet  music  of  the  olden  time,  delaying  us  too 
long  by  its  quaint  pleasantries,  and  pass  on  to  the  more  stirring  events  of  the  time, 
that  ended  in  "  Flodden's  bloody  rout."  The  leading  historical  incidents  that  preceded 
this  disastrous  field  belong  not  to  our  subject,  even  if  they  were  less  familiar  than  they  are 
to  the  general  reader.  But  among  those  that  possess  a  local  interest,  may  be  mentioned 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Clergy,  which  assembled,  by  permission  of  the  King,  in  the 
Blackfriars,*  at  Edinburgh,  where,  in  presence  of  the  Pope'i  nuncio,  Bagimont's  roll  was 
revised,  and  all  benefices  above  forty  pounds  sterling  yearly  value,  held  bound  to  pay  a 
certain  sum  to  the  Pope ;  the  King,  however,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  of  making 
still  larger  demands  when  needed.' 

The  Queen  had  already  given  birth  to  two  sons  at  Holyrood  Palace,  both  of  whom  died 
in  infancy;  and  in  1512,  her  third  son,  who  speedily  succeeded  to  the  throne  as  Jumes  V., 
was  born  at  Linlithgow ;  when  the  King,  seduced  by  the  romantic  challenge  of  the  Queen 
of  France,  "  To  ride,  for  her  sake,  three  feet  on  English  ground,"  forgot  his  fair  young 
Queen  and  infant  son,  and  in  defiance  of  every  argument  and  artifice  that  his  nobles  could 
adopt  to  win  him  from  his  purpose,  fiung  away  the  fruits  of  a  prosperous  reign  in  one  un- 
equal contest.     Lindsay  of  Pitscottie's  account  of  the  warnings  that  preceded  the  departure 


■  A.D.  isn, 


*  Martial  Achievement*,  vol.  ii.  p.  S20. 
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of  the  Scottish  army  ttom  the  capital,  thongh  familiar  to  many,  are  too  intimately  aiaociated 
with  our  local  history  to  be  omitted  hero.  The  King  had  already  been  warned  against  the 
war,  by  an  apparition  of  St  John,  at  Linlithgow  s  "  yet  this  but  hasted  him  fast  to  Edin- 
burgh, to  make  him  ready,  and  to  make  provision  for  himself  and  his  army  against  the  day 
appointed.  That  is,  he  had  seTen  great  cannons  out  of  the  Caatle  of  Edinburgh,  called 
the  Seven  Sisters,  casten  by  Robert  Borthwik,  the  master-gunner ;  Airnished  with  powder 
and  lead  to  them  at  their  pleasure ;  and  in  the  meantime,  they  were  taking  out  the  artillery, 
the  King  himself  being  in  the  Abbey,  there  was  a  cry  heard  at  the  Market-cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, about  midnight,  proclaiming,  as  it  had  been,  a  summons,  which  was  called  by  the 
proclaimer  thereof  the  summon  of  Flotcok,'  desiring  all  earls,  lords,  barons,  gentlemen, 
and  sundry  burgesses  within  the  town,  to  compear  before  his  master  within  forty  days ;  and 
so  many  as  were  called,  were  designed  by  their  own  names.  But  whether  this  summons 
was  proclaimed  by  vain  persons,  night  walkers,  for  their  pastime,  or  if  it  was  a  spirit,  I 
cannot  tell.  But  an  indweller  in  the  town,  called  Mr  Bichard  Lawsoun,  being  evil  dis- 
posed, ganging  in  his  gallery-stair,  foment  the  Cross,  hearing  this  voice,  thought  marvel 
what  it  should  be :  So  he  cried  for  his  servant  to  bring  him  his  purse,  and  took  a  crown 
and  cast  it  over  the  stair,  saying,  '  I,  for  my  part,  appeal  from  your  summons  and  judg- 
ment, and  take  me  to  the  mercy  of  God.'  Verily,  he  who  caused  me  chronicle  this,  was 
a  sufficient  landed  gentleman,  who  was  in  the  town  in  the  meantime,  and  was  then  twenty 
years  of  age ;  and  he  swore  after  the  field  there  wbh  not  a  man  that  was  called  at  that  time 
that  escaped,  except  that  one  man,  that  appealed  from  their  judgment'"  But  neither  this, 
nor  the  entreaties  of  his  Queen,  who  urged  that  "  she  had  but  one  son  to  him,  quilk  was 
over  weak  ane  warrand  to  the  realme  of  Scotland ! "  could  turn  back  the  King  from  his 
rash  purpose.  In  defiance,  as  it  seemed,  alike  of  earth  and  heaven,  the  gallant,  but  head- 
strong and  devoted  Monarch  led  forth  the  flower  of  Scottish  chivalry  to  perish  with  him  on 
the  bloody  field  of  Flodden.  The  body  of  the  King  having  fallen,  as  is  understood,  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors,  he  was  believed  by  many  to  have  gone  on  his  intended  pilgrimage 
to  the  Holy  Land ;  and  popular  tradition  continued  long  after  to  regard  him  as  another 
King  Arthur,  or  Sebastian,  who  was  yet  to  return  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  right  the 
nation's  wrongs. 

We  shall  close  this  chapter  with  a  curious,  and  we  believe  unique  fragment  of  a  ballad, 
embodying  this  tradition,  with  other  more  local  and  apposite  allusions. 


An  about  the  mids  o'  the  night 
He  crap  to  the  field  u'  the  bluid  ; 
Lugh  he  bowit  an  dour  be  lookit, 
But  never  a  worde  be  ipak." 

He  turned  the  dead  knight  round  about, 
Till  the  moon  ihon  on  hia  bree  ; 
But  hia  loth  waa  tined  wit  a  bluidjr  gaah, 
Urumbelee  grew  hia  ee. 


/I 


Pluto. 


'  PiUcottie,  vol.  i.  p.  266. 


*  Probably  ahould  be  "  taiU" 
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Up  and  •»»  my  lltbar  (uut  ft/t. 

An  BootUnd  and  I  maun  part ; 

But  HTMn  by  tbt  daad  In  ilk  bluldjr  ahrawil, 

That  thou  lajrn  my  Ian  I'  Iby  bart. 

Oillk  I  war*  a  King,  aa  now  I  'm  nana, 
lllo  liattall  wold  I  |iruT», 
My  bird*  Udia  In  Halyroodv  i 
Waa  wortb  tba  wyt  o'  lu«a. 

Hanot  ailaa  aall  ring  Ilk  larum  ball*, 

Wauk  lip  tba  oralmea  and  bowia, 

Rarl  Angiia  baa  taan  hima  to  Floudtnn* 

•  •  •  • 

Ha  out  tba  oroaaa  un  bla  right  abouldar 
0'  alaith  o'  tba  bluidy  rwtda, 
An  baa  taan  hia  way  a  to  tlia  baly  land 
Wharaa  Cbriata  waa  quiok  and  daad.' 
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I  Thia  curioua  fragmant  waa  found  by  tba  autbnr  in  an  intarlaarad  oopy  of  "  Daliympla'a  ramarka  on  the  Iliatury  n( 
Scotland,"  Two  laaTcn  bava  been  torn  out,  ao  that  tbeae  are  only  the  oonoluding  ataniaa.  The  foltu./iiig  not*  la 
appended  in  the  aame  band :— "Thia  I  got  {mm  an  old  man,  Jamaa  Spenoe,  gardener  at  Karlaba'  |  it  bad  been  on  tba 
fly  leaf  of  a  IWm-book  in  the  family  aa  lung  aa  be  remembered. " 


Cm  CRoas. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 
FROM  THE  BATTLE  OF  FLODDEN  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  JAMES  V. 


ready  voice  of  rumour  preceded  the  more  certain 
[new8  of  the  disaBtrous  field  of  Floddcn,  and  filled  the 
Scottish  capital  with  dismay ;  already  sufHcicntly  over- 
roast by  the  prevalence  of  the  plague,  which  continued 
to  haunt  the  city  during  this  eventful  year.  Tlio  pro- 
vost and  magistrates  had  marched  at  the  head  of  their 
trusty  burghers  to  the  field,  and  were  involved  in  the 
general  misfortune ;  but  fortunately  for  the  country,  the 
wisest  precautions  had  been  adopted  to  provide  for  such 
a  contingency.  The  provost  and  builics  "  in  respect  that  they  were  to  {wss  to  tlio  army, 
chose  and  left  behind  thamc  Qeorge  of  Touris,  president,  for  the  provost,  and  four  others 
for  the  bailies,  till  have  full  jurisdictioun  in  thair  absence."' 

The  battle  of  Floddeu  was  fought  on  the  0th  of  September  1513,  and  on  the  following 

'  R«gitt«n  of  the  City— Lord  Hallei'  Ueinarki. 
ViuNKTTi — Jamea  V.'a  Tuwer,  Huljrrood,  previuui  to  1SS4. 

[KoUi] — Thd  (olluwiug  ballail,  the  aoene  of  which  ia  laid  Id  St  Oilea'a  Church,  may  fiml  a  plac«  here,  both  from  ita 
local  alluiiona,  and  ita  general  reference  to  the  aubject  of  the  text : — 


Wae  worth  the  day  our  buighera  leal 

Kade  our  the  Yngliih  yird ; 
Wae  worth  the  day  nhan  lenian'a  guile, 
To  bluidy  grave  (and  wit  to  wyle 

Our  gallant  Janiea  the  Fuird. 


Oawn  Duugloa  raae  (roe  a  dead-troth  aleep, 

Teenefu'  wi'  erie  dreauia  ; 
Queen  Margaret  in  Halyruod  waukt  tn  weep 
Sin'  their  maiater  a  leinan'a  tryat  will  keep 

Ayont  Tweed'a  border  atreamn. 


BATTLE  OF  FLODDEN  TO  DEATH  OF  JAMES  V, 


SI 


day,  with  the  firet  ramonri  of  the  ilituter,  thcie  magiiitratca  iiiucd  a  prooluuatioU| 
couched  in  piniii  and  ■implo  term*,  yet  cx>  )itlng  luch  ftrntnem  an  ihowed  them  well 
flttml  for  the  trying  occoaion.  It  beginii,  "  For  la  inuikie  aa  thair  ii  ane  greit  ruinber' 
now  laitlie  ryiin  within  thii  tnun,  tueching  our  Hovorane  liord  and  hia  army,  of  the 
qnilk  we  nndcratand  thair  ia  cumin  na  voritie  aa  yot,  quhairfore  we  charge  atraigtlio,  and 
comniandia  that  ail  manor  of  jieraonia,  nyhlniura  witliin  the  aamen,  have  reddy  their 
fenaible  geir  and  wapponia  for  weir,  and  compeir  thairwith  to  the  aaid  preaident'a,  at 
Jowing  of  the  commoun  bell,  for  the  keeping  and  defena  of  the  toun  againat  thame  that 
wald  invade  the  aamyn."*  It  likowiae  warna  women  not  to  be  aeen  on  the  atreet, 
clamouring  and  crying,  but  rather  to  repair  to  tlie  church,  and  offer  up  prayera  for  the 
national  welfare. 

All  the  inhabitanta,  capable  of  bearing  arma,  were  thua  required  to  be  in  readineaa ; 
twenty-four  men  (the  origin  of  the  old  town-guard),  were  appointed  aa  a  atanding  watch ; 
and  £000  Bcota  were  forthwith  ordered  to  be  levied  for  purohaaing  artillery  and  fortifying 
the  town. 

We  have  already  deacribed  the  line  of  the  firat  circumvallationa  of  the  city,  erected  in 
the  reign  of  Jamea  II. ;  but  ita  narrow  limita  had  apeedily  proved  too  confined  for  the 
riaiug  capital,  and  now  with  the  dread  of  invaaion  by  a  victorioua  enemy  in  view,  the 
inhabitanta  of  the  new  and  foahionable  auburb  of  the  Cowgate  became  keenly  alive  to 
their  expoaed  poaition  beyond  the  protecting  ahelter  of  the  city  wall. 

The  neceaaity  of  enoloaing  it  aeema  to  have  come  upon  the  citizena  in  the  moat  un- 


it h  n*  m  diijr,  (iul  only  tan, 

Bin'  Suot  OIIm  hli  qiilra  hiul  rung 
Wr  tba  blgh  iniiu  m'  tha  lialy  ilgn, 
Ad'  the  bUIm  wi'  the  tmnip  o'  italwurt  men 
That  the  Nwu  Dtmitti$  lung. 

But  only  ten  iln'  prince  •-  !.  aquire, 

An' ch-.!,  ..<•  uui grr  baulil, 
In  manger  o'  hell'a  or  hearen'i  forbear, 
Had  hight  to  ride,  wl'  helm  an'  epetr, 

Three  yarda  on  Yngliah  mould- 
When  Douglaa  aniight  nigh  the  noon  o'  night 

The  altar  o'  glide  Banot  Ollei, 
Up  the  baly  quire,  whar  the  gliromerand  light 
O'  the  Virgin'a  lamp  g»a  the  darkneia  eight 

To  fill  the  eerie  aiilea, 

Belyve,  aa  the  boom  o'  the  mid-mirk  hour. 

Hang  out  wi'  clang  an'  inane ; 
Clang  after  clang  frae  Sanct  Uilea'i  tower, 
Whar  the  fretted  ribi  like  a  boortree  bower 

Mak  a  royal  crown  o'  atane — 

Or  the  aound  waa  tint — 'fore  mortal  ee 

Ne'er  aaw  sic  sight,  I  trow. 
Shimmering  wi'  light  ilk  canopy, 
Pillar  an'  ribbed  arch,  an'  fretted  key, 

Wi'  a  wild  uneardly  low. 


An'  DouglM  waa  ware  tha^  the  haly  pits 
Wi'  a  strange  kent  tbrang  waa  filled,— 
yearla  Angus  an'  Crawford,  an'  bauld  Argyle, 
Huntly  an'  Lennoi,  an'  Home  the  while, 
Wi'  mony  ma'  noble  atyled. 

An'  priests  stood  up  in  cop*  and  stole, 

In  mitre  an'  abbot's  wewle. 
An'  James  y'wis  abon  the  whole, 
LmI  np  the  kirk  to  win  asaoyl 

Whar  the  eldritch  mass  was  aaid. 

Let  the  maaa  be  sung  for  the  unthriven  doad  I— 
Let  the  dead's  maaa  bide  their  ban  I— 

An'  grim  an'  stalwart,  in  mouldy  weed. 

Priest  after  priest,  up  the  altar  lead. 
King  Jamea  his  forbear  wan. 

Let  the  dead's  maaa  sing  t  said  IncbaflVey'a  priest- 
Dead  threap  na  to  the  doad  ; 
Now  peace  to  them  wha  tok'  their  rest, 
A'  smoured  in  bluld  on  Flodilen's  breast '. — 
Criat's  jieace  '—Priest  Douglas  cried. 

Oane  waa  the  tbrang  frae  the  glymenind  aiala, 

Aa  he  groped  to  the  kirk  yard  boun' ; 
But  or  the  luomiii'  sun  'gan  smile, 
'Twaa  kent  that  a  woman  was  Suutland's  mail, 
A  wean  wore  Scotland's  crown. 


'  Rumour, 


'  Ijiird  Hailni'  Remarks,  p.  147. 
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cxpocto«l  manner  i  they  no  douht  roxrettcd  that  luxury  tnil  iMiti  for  improYomont  hiul  led 
them  NO  fur  out  into  the  unproteeteil  country.  Hut  they  eertuinly  tliil  uflvrwiirdii  retrievt 
tlieir  niitive  chnriuter  of  pruilenee,  m  (•citreeiy  n  lioune  nroNu  lieyonil  Mio  ■eeond  wnll  for 
two  hundred  and  Hfty  yearn  i  nnd  if  KdinhurKh  increaned  in  itny  reii|H>et,  it  won  only  liy 
piling  new  lliitit  on  tho  Aneiunt  Itoyulty,  nnd  Milling  to  the  height  ratliur  tlwu  to  the 
extent  of  tho  eity.' 

Tliu  utnioNt  envrffy  wim  immedintuly  dixplnyed  in  iiupplyinK  tho  noedAil  defencea  i  the 
furmurN  of  tliu  I<otiiinn«  lent  their  InlNiurur*  nnd  homen  to  the  national  work  i  the  citisena 
rivalled  one  amther  in  their  seal  for  the  fortilieation  of  tho  enpital  ai;ainit  the  dreaded 
f(K>,  "  our  auld  inyniin  of  Inglund."  *  Ho  that,  in  an  inrrodihiy  ithnrt  time,  the  exteodoil 
eity  wan  eueloNed  within  defen«ivo  walJM,  with  |K)rli«,  nnd  battlemonta,  and  towera,  an 
vHoetivo  protection  n^fniuct  tho  military  ongineerinx  of  the  n|(e. 

Couoiderulilo  |)ortionit  of  thin  wall  have  remained  to  the  preoent  time,  exhibiting  abun- 
dant tokcnt  of  tho  huMte  with  which  it  wa«  erected,  an  well  an  prcHerving,  in  thu  name  of 
tho  Floddon  wall,  by  which  it  ii  utill  known,  another  proof  of  tho  deop  impreMion  that 
diitaatrouH  Held  had  loft  on  the  |)opu!ur  mind. 

Fortunately  for  Scotland,  Henry  VIII.  wa*  too  deeply  ongrowed  with  the  French  war 
to  follow  up  tho  advantage  ho  liitd  gained ;  and  Queen  Margaret,  who  now  assumed  the 
govorumeut  in  namo  of  her  infant  don,  having  up|ioaled  to  hi*  generosity,  towardit  a  sister 
and  nephew,  ho  willingly  secured  tho  neutrality  of  tho  Hcots  by  a  peace.  Bhortly  after 
this  truce,  a  legato  arrived  at  Edinburgh  from  the  Po|)e,  bearing  his  congratulations  to  the 
young  King  on  his  accoHHion  to  the  crown,'  and  ]iresentcd  him  with  a  consecrated  cap 
and  sword  from  his  Holiness — the  latter  of  which  is  still  preserved  among  the  Itegalia 
in  Edinburgh  Castle. 

[1016.]  Tlio  nation  now  exiwrionced  all  tho  evils  of  a  long  minority;  the  Qneen 
having  siwcdily  oticeptcd  Archibald  Douglas,  Eurl  of  Angus,  in  marriage,  was  thereby 
held  to  have  forfeited  tho  liegency ;  and  from  this  time,  till  the  young  King 
aHMcrted  his  inde{)oudencc,  tho  {wopie  know  Hcnrcely  any  other  rule  than  tho  anarchy 
of  rival  factions  contending  for  jiower,  in  all  which  the  capital  hod  always  a  priuci{)al 
Bhurc. 

The  Earl  of  Arii  i,  upon  the  marriage  of  the  Queen,  mnrehcd  to  Edinburgh,  numerously 
attended  by  his  kinsmen  and  friendH,  nnd  laid  claim  to  tho  Itegcncy,  as  tho  nearest  of 
blood  to  tho  King.  The  Earl  of  Angus  immediately  followed  him  thither,  attended  by 
above  OIX)  Armed  retainers,  ready  to  axxert  liis  claims  ngniuHt  every  opponent  Ho  soon  us 
Arran,  who,  *'  with  the  chief  of  the  nobility  of  the  west,  had  assembled  at  the  Archbishop 
of  (Glasgow's  house,  in  tho  foot  of  Ulaekfrier  Wynd,"*  had  leorned  of  his  arrival,  he  ordered 
the  gates  to  be  secured,  little  aware  of  the  formidable  hoHt  ho  was  thus  enclosing  within  the 
walls.  On  the  following  morning,  Angus  received  early  intimation  of  tho  rash  schenio  of 
his  rival,  for  making  him  prisoner,  and  lost  no  time  in  nuiHtering  his  followers,  whom  he 
drew  uj),  well  armed  and  in  battle  array,  above  tlie  Nether  Bow,  and  thcreu]M)n  n  fierce  and 
sanguinary  conflict  ensued  between  them,  which  was  not  stayed  till  Sir  Patrick  Hamilton, 
Montgomery,  and  above  seventy  men  had  fallen  in  the  affray.    Though  tho  Uegent  pub- 


'  Chaiiibora'i  Trn(lltinn>,  thI.  i.  p.  3, 
^  llaUuur'i  Ann.  vul.  I  p.  1231).- 


'  Diurnal  of  OcourronU. 

'  Cnwfonl'i  UvM,  vul.  i.  p.  69. 
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liihml  M  otiiot  pmhibitinK  »ny  of  tlio  name  of  |)i>ukIm  or  llatiiilton  to  interfero  in  th« 
tilontion  of  proTimt,  the  Kitrl  of  Arrnii,  who  hwl  liuKI  timt  \\\%\\  oIHru  (luring  thii  proviotu 
jroitr,  lAlU,  Mttcniptvil  tu  voiitrol  the  citixciu  iu  their  free  ohoiro.  Thujr  inimodiatoijr  nhut 
their  (pite*  ii|h)u  him,  niul  n  iicufliu  oiitutNl,  in  which  one  of  the  dom'one  of  the  cntfta  WM 
iluiii.  A  Horue  nnd  kuiiv  iiiiry  tumult  foilowuil  thi«,  iu  voniic<|U(>nce  of  tlie  Attcmiit  of 
Arran  and  tliu  noblcn  "  tliu  woit  to  Murpriiie  thii  Karl  of  Aukuii;  iu  wliioh  (tawin 
IX)UKlaa,  the  Uiahop  of  Dunkeld,  tried  in  vain  to  act  aa  mediator.  Tlie  foUowinK  ia  th« 
graphia  account  which  Drummond  ftirniihoa  of  thia  famoua  conteit: — AnKua  with  an 
hundred  ronolute  follower*,  armed  with  long  «|i«an  and  pikoa,  which  tlio  citiieni,  aa  h« 
traverned  the  atrecta,  fUrniahed  them  flrom  their  windowt,  "  invoated  a  part  of  the  town, 
and  Imrrioado'd  tome  lanea  with  carta  and  other  im|M)dimoutN,  which  the  time  did  afford. 
Tlio  advene  |iarty,  truating  to  their  numW,  and  tlie  auppljr  of  the  citiaena  (who,  calling 
to  mind  the  alaughter  of  their  deacon,  allowed  them  amall  favour),  diaduining  the  Earl 
aliouhl  thua  muster  on  the  atreeta,  in  groat  fury  invatle  him.  Whilat  the  bickering  con- 
tinued, a  ad  the  town  ia  in  a  tumult,  William  Douglaa,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Angua,  Sir 
David  humo  of  Wodderburn,  George  Hume,  brother  to  the  late  Ijord,  with  many  othera 
by  blood  and  (Viondahip  tyed  together,  eutor  by  violence  the  eaat  gate  of  the  town,  force 
their  fnuiaage  through  the  throngH,  aeok  the  Earl'a  ouemioa,  find  them,  and  acour  the 
atroeta  of  them.  The  Maator  of  Montgomery,  oldest  aon  to  the  Earl  of  Eglinton,  Sir 
Patrick  Hamilton,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Arran,  with  almost  fourscore  more,  are  left 
dead  upon  the  place.  Tho  Earl  himself  findeth  an  osctt|)e  and  place  of  retreat  through  • 
marsh  upon  tho  north  side  of  the  town  ;  the  Chancellor  and  his  retinue  took  sanctuary  in 
the  Dominican  Friars.  Some  days  after,  tho  Humes,  well  banded  and  backed  with  many 
nobles  and  gentlemen  of  their  lineage,  took  tho  Ijord  Hume'a  and  his  brother's  heada 
from  the  place  whore  they  had  boou  fixed,  and  with  the  funeral  ritoa  of  those  timet 
interred  them  in  tho  Black- Friars." '  James  Beatoun,  Archbishop  of  OInagow  and  Chan- 
collur  of  tho  kingdom,  who  was  a  zealous  adherent  of  Arrnn,  and  hod  taken  an  active 
share  both  iu  planning  and  executing  tho  scheme,  on  the  discomfiture  of  his  party  "  fled 
to  tho  Black  Freir  Kirk,  and  tliuir  was  takiu  out  behind  tho  alter,  and  his  rockit  rivin  off 
him,  and  hod  Iteino  slainc,  hod  not  beino  Mr  Guwiu  Douglaa  roqueiatod  for  him,  saying, 
it  was  shumo  to  put  hand  on  ane  consecrat  bischop."  * 

It  was  at  tho  commencement  of  this  affray,  which  took  place  on  the  30th  April  1620, 
and  is  known  by  tho  name  of  Cleanie  the  CauMy,  from  tho  scene  of  contest,  that  the 
well-known  repartee  of  Qawin  Douglaa  to  tho  Archbishop  of  Olasgow  occurred.  Douglas, 
who  was  uncle  to  the  Earl  of  Angus,  and  now  Bishop  of  Dunkold,  having  appealed  to  the 
Archbishop  to  use  his  influence  with  his  friends  to  compromise  matters,  and  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  bloodshed  thot  must  otherwise  ensue ;  the  Archbishop  excused  himself,  on 
many  accounts,  adding,  "  Upon  my  conscience,  I  cannot  help  it ; "  at  tho  same  time, 
striking  his  breast  in  the  heat  of  his  asseveration,  ho  betrayed  tho  presence  of  a  concealed 
coat  of  mail,  whereupon  Douglas  retorted,  "  How  now,  my  lord,  methinks  your  conscience 
clatters." ' 


'  HawtUornden,  p.  88.  •  PlUooWIe,  toI.  11.  p.  288. 

»  Crawfurd't  L1»m,  vul.  i.  p.  62.     The  term  elatttn  ii  |wculi«rly  eipreiiive  here,  ■•  it  •ignlfiee  either 
w>iK,  or  tattiti,  and  may  be  rendenid  thui  -.—tlithinkt  yourmiucieitet  ttUt  anothtr  taUt 
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The  iitrMti  nf  I'^linlmrKh  ii>iitiiiiii>i|  to  |Hirtnki<  liir^i'ly  of  thi«  iri'ni<rnl  miiinilo  that 
pntvnllmi  thrniiKhiMit  tlu>  kiii)(i|i>iii  iliiriiiK  tli«  ImiK  riiiiinrity  of  .Inmi'ii  V.  Tin*  l<oril  llnnip 
hwi  ronvi'iit<<l  n  roiini'il  of  (hit  itohility  no  imrly  &»  l'il>1,  to  ili'vimt  Notn«  n'tiii'ily  for  th«< 
nnnnliy  tlint  itxi«t)'<l,  nnri  nt  hi*  urKi'Ht  iiii(rK*'*tio»<  •'olin  IHikii  of  AllMtiiy  wm  invitixl 
fnim  Frniii'ii  to  mmunin  the  ri'inii  of  ((ovi>rniii<*iit.  On  liin  nrrivnl  tho  «ntiio  ycnr,  **  h« 
wei  rciMitiii'it  with  y^tvM  honour,  luid  convoyit  to  KdinhurKh  with  ani«  K^eit  ruiii|i«ny,  with 
Ifreit  blythne*  nnd  f(\Mi>,  itn<l  thnir  wot  conitituto  nml  nmiil  ((ovi>rnour  of  thin  ritnlinei 
•ml  Rone  thnirufti'r  hi<hl  nno  INirlinmcnt,  nnti  rvanaiii'lt  thu  honmK«  of  tho  lorUi*  nml  thru 
uitaittii !  ({iiliiiir  thuir  wen  nioriy  thiuKix  iloiic  for  the  wi>ill  of  thiit  i'untri>y.  Kvill  tlonrit 
wp*  |iuiini'iiit  i  nniAMK  thi*  i|uhilkiit  itiut  IVtir  MoltVt,  aiio  ^reit  rcvor  nml  thoif,  wnii  holilit, 
nn<l  for  oxiim|iill  of  vlhcrin,  hi*  hcnil  wcm  put  on  thu  \\\-*i  Port  of  KilinlmrKh."  '  Tim 
Ihiku  t<M)k  u|>  hilt  roHJiloncu  nt  llolyrtHMJ,  nml  »vv\n»  to  hnvi>  ininu'ilintoiy  prin'Mtiletl  with 
tho  euliir|;cnii>nt  of  the  t'ninot.',  in  continuntion  of  tho  work*  whifh  tho  Into  King  hnil 
enrrii'tl  on  till  ncnr  the  clone  of  hi*  lifu.  Nuniorouit  ontrioM  in  tho  Troniiurer'*  nrcountt, 
for  thu  ycnr  l>'MA-l(l,  furnioh  cvidoncu  of  thu  liuililinx  \w'\ujt  thon  in  progrc**. 

Tlio  now  govornor,  uftor  huving  miulo  n  tour  of  thu  kint(iloni  nnd  ndoiitud  nmny  utringont 
monnuroH  for  iitrdngthoninff  liix  pnrty,  ruturncd  to  KdinliurKli,  nnd  numnionod  n  oonvontion 
of  thu  nobility  to  nieut  hiiu  in  thu  Alilioy  of  llolyro(Hl.  Hut  nironily  tho  liord  (.'hamlter- 
Inin  had  fitllvn  out  of  favour,  nnd  "  Prior  Jtdin  llc|iliurn  of  St  Androwit  rlnnih  next  the 
(lovornor,  nnd  jtruw  grunt  in  thu  (.'ourt,  nnd  ruinoniU'red  of  (dd  nmlico  nnd  rnvy  lu'twixt 
him  nnd  tho  Ilunion.'"  lionl  Iloniu,  who  hiul  lioun  tho  m)lo  monmi  of  tho  Duke  of  Allmny'ii 
elevation  to  tho  regency,  woa  Kuddenly  arretted  liy  hit  ordert,  along  with  hi*  lirother 
William.  An  old  annulitt  ttatoH,  that  "thu  Dncku  of  Alliiiny  tooku  thu  liord  Honmo, 
tho  chamlierliinu,  an<l  wardit  liini  in  the  niilil  toiwr  of  lIolyrudliouMt,  which  wnt  foundit  hy 
tho  taid  Ducku," '  an  allution  contirniing  thu  fireviout  account  of  tho  now  workt  in  ])ro- 
grett  nt  thu  |ialace.  A  turieH  of  cliarget  were  preferred  apiintt  the  lirotlicrt,  of  which  the 
mott  remarkable  it  tho  nccuHntion  hy  the  Karl  of  Murray,  the  iiiitural  ton  of  thu  late  King, 
that  tho  Ix)rd  Chamln'rlain  lin<l  canted  tho  death  of  hit  father,  "  who,  hy  nmny  witnotiot, 
wnt  proved  to  lie  alive,  nnd  teen  to  have  como  from  the  hattle  of  Flowden."*  Tlicy  wore 
lioth  condemned  to  lie  lieheaded,  and  the  tentence  immediately  thereafter  put  in  execution, 
"  nnd  their  hendt  fixt  on  the  Tollmoth  of  ICdinhurgh," '  from  whence,  nt  wo  linvo  icon, 
they  wore  removed  liy  their  faithful  adherentt,  nnd  laid  in  contecrated  ground. 

Throughout  the  minority  of  .lamet  V.  the  capital  continued  to  he  ditturlicd  liy  tuccet- 
tivo  outbreiikt  of  turbulence  nnd  riot,  from  tho  contentiont  of  tho  nobility  and  thuir 
ndhercntt,  nnd  et|KH>ially  from  the  Ntru)^'i;ict  of  the  rival  Karit  of  Angut  nnd  Arrnn.  In 
order  to  tupprett  this  turbulent  tpirit,  the  Town  Council  augmented  the  talnry  of  tho 
prnvott,  and  ap|)ninted  four  attendantt  armed  with  halbertt,  at  n  perpetual  guard  to  wait 
ujifm  him,  but  altogether  without  etl'ect  on  the  rcttlett  tjiirit  of  the  noblet. 

During  nearly  tho  whole  of  thit  time  the  young  monarch  rctided  in  tho  Cattio  of 
Edinburgh,  purtuing  hit  education  under  the  tuition  of  Oawin  Dunbar,  nftcrwanlt  Arch- 
bithop  of  Glatgow ;  nnd  hit  tjiortu,  with  the  aid  of  hit  faithful  page,  Sir  David  Lindtny; 

'  Diurnal  n(  Occiirrenta,  p.  !>.  '  Miirjnrilmnk'ii  Aiinnla,  liilwr  Curt.  p.  Uil, 

'  PiUc"tti»,  vol.  ii.  p.  20«.  ♦  Hawlli.inulon,  p.  tn. 

•  ('rftwfi)nl*n  I.irAi,  vo],  i,  p.  324.     lUlfonr'n  Ann.  viil.  I.  p.  'iifl. 
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unconsoiouB  of  the  tumultuous  scoiiea  of  the  uoighbouriug  capita),  aud  BoemtDgly  but  little 
thouglit  of  by  its  turbulent  rival*,  for  hia  jwor  tutor  was  compelled  to  defray,  from  his 
own  purse,  the  ueoosgary  re]>air8  of  the  royal  upartmontB,  then  devoted  to  his  use ;  while 
luch  was  the  straitened  means  of  the  young  King,  that  ho  was  indebted  at  one  time  to 
the  kindness  of  his  natural  sister,  the  Countess  of  Morton,  for  a  new  doublet  and  a  pair 
of  hose.  Sir  David  Lindsay  has  furnished,  in  bis  Complayut,  a  lively  description  of  their 
pastimes  at  this  period — 

Huw  u  kne  chapman  b«rii  lii>  puk, 

I  ture  thy  Oram  u|k>o  my  back  i 

And  luiutynica,  ttrltllingia,  un  my  u«k, 

Oaiuand  with  mony  bend  and  bek  : 

The  Ant  lUlabla  that  thow  did  mute, 

Wu  pa,  da,  lyn,  upun  the  lut«  ; 

Than  pUylt  I  twentio  aprlngU  per>]nair, 

Quhllk  waa  gruit  plaaour  for  to  heir : 

Fra  play,  thuw  lelt  mo  tievar  rait, 

Bot  gynkertouu  tbow  liifflt  ay  beat ; 

And  ay,  <|uhan  thuw  come  fra  the  acule, 

Then  I  btihufflt  to  play  the  fule 

Thow  bea  uiald  lurdia,  aobir,  be  Sanct  UeiU 

Of  luui  that  hue  noobt  aervit  ao  welll.' 

Though  placed  within  the  Castle  for  safety,  the  King  was  not  entirely  confined  to  its 
straitened  bounds ;  when  not  prevented  by  the  disturbed  state  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, he  was  not  only  permitted  to  ride  forth  in  the  intervals  of  his  studies,  but  occasion- 
ally took  up  his  residence  both  at  Craigmillar  and  Dalkeith. 

Shortly  after  the  period  referred  to,  the  Duke  of  Albany  quitted  the  kingdom  for  the 
last  time,  and  the  King,  who  had  been  removed  to  Stirling,  to  be  out  of  reach  of  the 
Queen's  party,  was  brought  to  Holyrood,  attended  by  a  numerous  train  of  nobles,  and  at 
the  mature  age  of  twelve  invested  with  the  full  powers  of  royalty,  as  the  only  means  of 
terminating  the  frightful  anarchy  that  prevailed;  and  on  the  22d  of  August  1524,  "he 
maid  his  solempnit  entree  with  the  lordis  in  the  tolbuytht  of  Edinbrughe,  with  sceptour, 
croune,  and  sword  of  honour."  * 

Sir  David  Lindsay  alludes  to  this  in  his  Complaynt,  and  pictures  with  lively  satire  the 
obsequious  courtiers  joining  in  the  diversions  of  the  juvenile  King. 

Pitscottie  tells  with  great  naivetd,  that  "  the  King  and  the  lordis  remained  in  Edin- 
burgh and  Hallirudhouse  the  space  of  ano  yeir,  with  great  triumph  and  merriues,  quhil 

Imprudently,  lyke  witlea  fuUa, 

Thay  tuke  the  young  Prince  fm  the  aoulia, 

Quhare  he,  under  obedience, 

Waa  leimand  vertew,  and  acience, 

Aud  haiatvly  pat  in  hia  hand 

The  governance  of  all  Scotland. 


Scbir,  Bum  wald  aay,  your  Majeatia 

Sail  now  gae  to  your  libertie ; 

Ye  Ball  to  nu  man  be  coarcit. 

Nor  to  the  scule  na  mair  aubjectit ; 

We  think  thame  varrey  naturall  fulis, 

That  leruia  over  meikle  at  the  aculia  : 


'  Sir  D.  Lindaay's  Poema,  1806,  vol.  I  p.  257. 


'  Uiurual  of  Ooourrenta,  p.  9. 
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MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


Ilk  man  •(t«r  tluir  i|iiiUitl», 
Thay  (llil  Killat  hit  Majwtle, 
Hum  gart  hini  raTell  at  th*  rakkat, 
Honi*  barlit  bini  tu  th«  hiirlj  bakkat. 
And  tuni  to  lohaw  thair  oi>»rtlia  ooni*, 
Waltl  rjrld  t»  Ultb,  and  rin  tbair  bank 


nt  tho  lost  thnir  viiikud  iiiiu  buitcfluu  quhilk  ;>at  thuiuu  ull  ut  vuriiuiuu  fur  the  dispoHitioun 
of  tho  Banio." '  Ami  ho,  after  dividing  with  moro  or  Iors  huccohh  the  |)atronago  of  the 
crown,  tho  noliloo  ]mrtcd  in  greater  diHagrccmoiit  tlian  over ;  "  bot  UiHchope  JainoH 
Bentoun  remained  still  in  Edinburgh,  in  his  awin  ludging,  quhilk  he  biggit  in  the  Frieris 
Wynd."  • 

[Ift'jrt,]  Tlie  nominal  rule  of  the  youthftil  Sovereign  proved  of  little  avail  to  stay  the 
turbulence  of  his  haughty  noblcx ;  Angus  again  seized  the  government,  nominating  his 
uncle,  Archibald  Douglas,  Provost  of  Edinburgh.  And  such  was  tho  power  he  possessed, 
that,  under  his  ])rotection,  tho  assassins  of  M'Lollan  of  Bombie,  who  was  slain  in  opn 
day  at  the  door  of  8t  Giles's  Church,  walked  with  impunity  about  tho  streets ;  while  tho 
Queen  herself  deemed  his  safe  conduct  necessary,  while  she  resided  in  Edinburgh,  though 
the  Parliament  was  sitting  there  at  the  time.  And  so  the  King  returned  again  to  honour- 
able durance  in  the  dihipidnied  palace  of  the  Castle ;  or  only  made  his  appearance  to  act 
as  the  puppet  of  his  governor. 

At  this  time  it  was  that  Arrnn  and  his  faction  demanded  that  the  Parliament  should 
assemble  within  tho  Castle,  to  secure  them  against  popular  coercion ;  but  Angus,  and 
a  numerous  body  of  the  nobles,  and  others,  protested  "  that  the  Parliament  bo  kept 
in  tho  accustomed  place,  and  that  tho  King  be  conveyed  along  the  High  Street,  and 
in  triumph  shown  to  his  own  people."  And  this  being  denied  them,  they  surrounded  the 
Castle  with  two  thousand  men  in  arms,  completely  preventing  tho  supplies  of  the  garrison. 
Tliose  in  the  Castle  retaliated,  by  firing  on  the  town  :  but  thoir  differences  were  happily 
accommodated,  and  "  the  King  in  magnificence  and  {)omp  is  convoyed  from  the  Castle  to 
his  palace  at  Holyrood  House,  and  the  Estates  assemble  in  the  wonted  place  of  the  town 
of  Edinburgh." ' 

[1520.]  The  Earl  of  Lennox  assembled  a  numerous  body  of  adherents  in  the  following 
year,  and  marched  towards  Edinburgh  to  the  rescue  of  the  King ;  but  Angus  not  only 
caused  the  provost  to  ring  the  alarum  bell,  and  raise  the  town  in  his  defence,  but  he  per- 
suaded the  King,  though  much  against  his  will,  to  head  the  burgher  force  against  his  own 
friends.  "  Tlien  the  King  caused  sound  his  trumpets,  ond  lap  upon  horse,  and  caused 
ring  the  commoun  Iwll  of  Edinburgh,  commanding  all  manner  of  men  to  follow  him ;  so  he 
issued  forth  at  the  Wast  Port,  and  the  touncs  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith  with  him,  to  the 
number  of  thrie  thousand  men,  and  passed  forwards  with  thame,"  but  only  to  arrive 
in  time  to  witness  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Lennox,  and  tho  complete  discomfiture  of  his 
party. 

[1528.]  Frequent  attempts  were  made  thereafter  for  the  King's  delivery  from  this  thral- 
dom ;  but  that  which  so  many  had  failed  in  securing,  ho  at  length  effected,  by  his  own 
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•d<lrc*M  and  vi^ur,  and  with  only  two  Bttonilantu,  mndo  tiirt  e«cn|M)  from  the  Douf^lu  faction, 
■t  Fnlkliind,  to  Stirling  ('Mtlo.  Hhortly  itfYur  tliin,  hu  rofNiirud  to  RdinlmrKh,  whither  he 
■unimonod  hi*  baroiii  to  atlvixo  with  him,  mid,  with  it  doffreu  of  dcciiiion  far  bttyond  his 
ycarii,  {irocccdcd  to  aitnort  hiw  own  iiid(>|M>nd(>ncu  and  authority.  One  of  tho  act*  of  thia 
Parlinnicnt  againut  them,  "  ((uha  nimniin  and  hiirni*  folkci*  in  thuir  houiia," '  exhibit*  io  no 
very  ploaaing  light  tho  rudu  violence  prevaiiing  at  the  |)oriod. 

The  year  lADO  i«  aiiMigned  a«  the  date  of  Liiidiiay'ii  faiiioii*  iiatire,  Tlio  Complaint  of 
tho  I'apingo,'  which  may  lie  regarded  a*  the  flmt  note  of  the  reforming  movement  by  him, 
of  whom  I'inkorton  hao  «aid,  "  In  fa(;t,  Hir  David  wa«  more  the  reformer  of  Hootland  than 
John  Knox  ;  for  he  had  pre|>ared  the  ground,  and  John  only  iiowed  the  loed."  Tho  fare- 
well of  the  papingo  to  the  capital  is  (M)uched  in  terms  tho  more  flattering,  an  coming 
flrom  io  keen  a  Ratiri*t, — 

"  Ailaw  Kdlnliurgb,  tbuii  htloh  triiiniphanil  toiin, 
WItklu  <|iibiiM  boiinclla,  rlchl  blytlifiil  h«va  I  buna, 
(If  traw  inarebaniliii,  tha  riite  »(  tbia  rr||ic>un, 
Mnat  rxldy  to  rauMvu  t'oiirt,  KiiiK,  *iid  Qiiana  | 
Tliy  iKillcia,  Kn<l  Jiiitica,  may  Im  una, 
Wara  ilarotluiin,  wyaailcim,  an. I  honaatia, 
Auil  oiwlanca,  tint,  thay  miobt  ba  (uiiod  in  tha«." 


Varioud  notices  occurring  alwut  thin  period,  exhibit  the  fIrHt  fiymptoms  of  tho  reforming 
doctrine*  showing  thcnisclvcs  in  the  capital,  e.g,^  in  the  Diurnal  of  Occurrents  for  1532, 
'•  In  this  zeir  was  ane  greit  objuratioun  of  the  fiivourari*  of  Mertene  Liitar,  in  the  Abbay 
of  HalyrudlioHs." '  About  the  same  period,  it  records  the  destruction  of  nearly  tho  whole 
town  by  an  accidental  fire.  This  same  year,  the  nobles  assembled  at  Edinburgh,  at  the 
King's  summons,  with  their  followers,  to  tho  number  of  twelve  thousand,  for  tho  famous 
hunting  match,  in  which  Johnnie  Armstrong,  tho  Border  reiver,  renowned  in  song  and 
story,  was  hanged,  "to  daunton  the  theives  of  Tividaill  and  Annandaill."* 

Notice  has  already  been  token  of  Dunbar's  allusions  to  the  Court  of  Session,  in  the 
former  reign,  but  now,  in  1537,  the  King  instituted  the  College  of  Justice,  and  estab- 
lished the  Court  on  a  permanent  footing,  with  the  confirmation  of  Pope  Clement  VII. » 
This  event  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  history  of  Edinburgh,  on  which,  from  that 
time,  both  its  prosjierity  and  its  metroimlitan  claims  have  more  depended  than  on  any  occur- 
rence in  its  history  j  and  which,  from  the  security  ond  the  rewly  means  of  redress  it  afforded 
to  the  inhabitants  against  the  turbulent  nobles  of  tho  period,  made  the  town  a  place  of 
grcoter  resort  thon  it  hod  ever  before  liceu. 

The  King  now,  with  that  self-reliance  and  energy  that  marked  his  entire  character,  after 
negotiating  for  the  hand  of  various  noble  ladios  in  marriage,  set  sail  from  Ijcith,  accom- 
panied by  a  largo  fleet  ond  a  numerous  retinue;  and,  arriving  at  the  French  Court,  he  wooed 
and  won  for  himself  the  Princess  Mngdalenc,  eldest  daughter  of  Francis  I.  On  the  29th 
of  May  the  royal  pair  landed  at  Ixiith,  amid  every  display  of  welcome ;  and  after  tarry- 
ing for  a  few  days  at  the  Palace  of  Holyrood,  till  tho  preparations  of  the  citizens  were 
completed,  the  Queen  mode  her  entry  in  state  into  the  capital,  with  processions  of  great 


'  8<!ata  Acta,  I2ino,  vol,  i.  p.  201, 
'  PitKoUie,  vol  il.  |>.  342. 
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*  Hawtborndan,  |i.  911. 


»  Diurnal  of  Uccuirenia,  p.  15. 
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4a  MUMOKIAI.S  or  tPlNliUKGH. 

inHKiiiflconct',  iiiiil  nm'h  ilinplnvM  of  loyul  iiltnchniviit,  nii  tcatifliMl  tli«  lirarty  welcome  i)f 

tliu  |Htn|ilu.    Tlio  young  Qiioon  wm  uf  h  mott  teiulcr  nad  nlfvctionnto  (ii«iK>iitiun  i  ibe 

NcrniA  ti>  litkvo  g\\vn 

"  Hw  tiiUMl  wilb  k*r  lk>*rt  In  It " 

to  lirr  roynl  lovor,  witli  n  k*'"^'^'  •■picit  •>!'  rt>itigtmtioii.  Ho  »im\  m  ilu*  ntviiiieil  on  tho  HcotliHh 
Nliort',  hIio  ktii'lt  uiul  kixNi'tl  tliu  ){<'"*>ii<li  l>i'iO'>"K  '*"''  '^"  liik|>|>in{>i<it  to  her  wloptoil  country 
itnil  |N><ipli> ! '  liut  ore  ptix  wt'i-lcM  liiul  (•lu|iKf(l,  tlii>  |Kitup  of  worlilly  honour  tliiit  liml  gn><>t«)(i 
luT  iirrivitl,  wim  cikllcil  to  follow  tlu>  yoiiiiK  Mi\v  to  tlif  tonil>.  Hhii  won  liurit'd  with  tho 
>;ri'utt>Ht  iiioiiruiii)(  Hcotluml  cvur,  till  that  time,  wiim  piirticipitnt  of,  in  tho  church  of  lloly- 
rood  ([ouNo,  nunr  King  JunicN  II.'  lluuhauun,  who  wuh  iin  cyc-wilncuri,  Hiiyi  it  wan  tho 
(IrMt  iiintiincu  of  tiiournin^-dn'KKCH  iH'in^  worn  liy  the  ScotA ;  and  "  triiinipli  und  inirriuos 
WUH  uii  turned  into  dcrcxicM  nnil  mihiII  iniixftiH,  vcrric  iitnicntuhic  to  U'liold,"' 

Hir  Ditvid  liindrtiiy,  in  n  |MH'ni  of  Hinj^iiliir  incqunlity,  hiiit  cxprcxNcd  IiIm  Dvplorutioun  of 
thu  Dcith  of  (jucnc  Mu^liiluiic.     lie  tliux  »|K)ittrophii<vH  (C.'rowull  Ifvith):  — 


il 


Tlifif !  niw  tlinw  noolit  lliA  K^*ii  prv|Miriityvj« 
Of  l-^liiilMirxli,  tliH  iikIiIII  (mmiiu  tniiii, 
Th'iw  Mw  tlio  |M>pill,  UiilHirliiK  f>>r  tliiilr  lyria, 
To  milk  lt)iiiii|>li>',  with  lrMiii|>,  nml  I'lurluiin  | 
Hio  pIcHniir  WKB  iipver  iutii  tliia  r0|(iiiiiii, 
Aa  aiilil  liaif  Iwiih  titit  «Uy  uf  hir  mitriK-c, 
With  grnit  |irii|ijtuU,*  govin  till  kir  UriKia. ' 

Tlinw  Hiw  nmkrviMl  right  ciwitlii*  iH<iiflr.kl«liiig, 
|l<'|>nihtit  Wfill,  with  giilil,  uiiil  .warx  fjiix, 
lii-ililyu  |iri'|utrit  fur  thi'  ii|iii«ttlng, 
With  fniitiniN,  H'Hviiig  wntur  clfir,  aiiil  wyiii*, 
Diaiigyait  fulka,"  lyki'  iTi'iitiiria  ilivyiia, 
On  Ilk  ai'Air>>lil,  i'<  |>lty  itiiii  KViiilrie  aturia, 
lliil,  nil  ill  grelting  tiiriiit  thiiw  tliitt  gluria, 

IVnvrai,  liailliaa,  Aiiil  Innlia  of  tho  tmiii, 

Anil  prihi'la  nf  till'  pniatia  vvliurabill, 

Kiitl  plfNiihllye  in  timir  priii!t*aaii>uii, 

With  nil  thf  cmiDyiiht  cicrkia  liiiiioral>ill  ; 

Till)  lu-rniililiii,  with  tliiMriiwfiil  vuatinirnlia. 

With  iniiHeriN*  upon  nthi*r  of  thnir  Imndia, 

Tu  rowlu  thu  pri'aa,  with  liiiriiuiat  ailvar  witiiilU. 

Sync,  la»t  of  all,  in  onloiir  tryuniph.ill, 

Tliiit  luiiiat  illuHivr  I'rincea  liunoniliill, 

With  hir  the  luatyu  Imlyia  of  Scotliml, 

(jilliilk  Niililo  linif  lii'iid  mm  aiclit  niiiiat  ilelecUlliil 

Hir  riiynimit  to  rrlii'ra,  I  mil  nocht  hnbill, 

Of  KoM,  nn<l  pcili',  iitiil  pn-eioua  atonia  liryoht, 

Twiiikiyiig  lyki)  aturria  in  nnu  froatia  iiycht. 

ITndor  ane  pnlo  of  golile  acho  auld  half  (Hut, 
Ba  burgaia  liorne,  vluthit  in  ailkia  fyne, 


'  Hawthiimilcn,  p.  104. 
*  I'reacnta. 


'  Ibl.l. 

'  DiagtiiiMxl  (ulk  or  aotora. 


'  ritMottic,  vol.  ii.  p.  374. 
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JM  TTLK  OF  FLO  I)  I)  UN  TO  DliA  TH  OF  JAMES  V. 

Tha  irall  iii*Ular  nf  hiMialhtila,  •!!  lb*lr  liuti 
With  hlih,  III  onl'iiir,  nil  th«  Iiln«l4  Irjrnx, 
IJiilula  >irillii»iiu«  war  l.iii|(>iiiii  In  ilafyim; 
1)11  Una  inmiar,  mIhi  |»uwIiii|  tliniw  th*  Imin, 
Hukl  k*l(  rMMVit  iiiiiiijr  iMnlaimn, 
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ThiHi  aiiliU  Ii4i(  luril  tlia  iiriiiit*  orntniirla, 

Miikitiwl  liar  Hy naa  anliiutlunn, 

lliiith  nf  tlia  vixrgjr,  tniiii,  aii>l  oi>iina«l<>iiria, 

Wlih  iiiiHijr  nnUliill  iiiirriitlMiiii, 

Tliow  aiilHa  ball  Hiiia  lilr  rnniimtlniin. 

In  tha  Ulr  aliU/  u{  tha  lUI/  Hiiila, 

In  iiraaaiiM  iil  ana  nijrrthlull  niiilllliiil*. 

Hlo  )miikattliiir.  alo  awdill  toimiaiiianta, 

On  bnn,  anil  fiita,  tlial  tynia  i|iihllb  anlil  btit  bant, 

Hlo  uhaiwll  myall,  with  alo  liialriiiiiaiila, 

Anil  criidyn  miuick,  aiiiKlnK  frniii  Iha  «|ilana, 

In  thia  I'liiiira  waa  navar  bonl,  nnr  aan*  i 

lint,  all  tbia  Krvit  «ilain|inltlii,  ami  tiani, 

Tiirnit  Ihnw  baa  in  rti/Hlrm  irlrrnum 


JunivM,  thoiiKli  witliout  (liiiil>t  niiiuoruly  uttuuht'il  tu  liiii  (jiieeii,  very  niiccdily  urtur  hi* 
bcTcuvi'tiiout,  for  reiutonit  of  Ntutc*  |Niliny,  Iwyiut  to  look  ulxuit  liiin  for  iiiiotlier  to  Hiipply  liur 
pliu:t>.  And  wliilu  hill  mnlHintiutlorii  wuru  ncf^otiatitiK  hiii  iilliitnct'  with  Mury  of  Ijorruinu, 
duUKliter  of  tliu  Dtiku  of  OuiHv,  the  HcottiHh  iiiiiitul  hticuino  thu  rcciiu  of  triiKicul  uvuiitri, 
littlu  in  hurnioiiy  with  thu  ((unuriil  cliiirui'tur  of  thin  gulhint  Moimrcli.  Oroundluii*  cliiirgu* 
of  treoMon  wore  conooctud,  Huuniingly  hy  tliu  tiiiiiicv  of  privntu  I'lmtity,  in  coiittui(uenfo  of 
whii'li,  John,  Hon  of  I^ord  [^irlHiM,  iind  i^liii'f  of  hin  niiinu,  wiim  ronvictud  of  haviii^f  conHpirud 
thu  Kin^'i  dt'uth.  Hu  wiim  hehuadcd  mid  iiiiitrturud  on  tliu  (.'iiMtiu  Hill,  niiil  IiIh  <|imrtL>ra 
expoHud  on  thu  priiicipid  giituM  nf  thu  city.  TliiH  uxccutiim  wim  followuti  in  ii  fuw  diiyii  liy 
a  Mtill  nioru  Imrhumuii  duud  of  liku  nutiiru.  Thu  I^iuiy  OliuniH,  HiHtur  of  tliu  Karl  of  Angiiii, 
Cduviited,  BH  it  would  Muuni,  by  the  ])<'rjiiry  of  a  diHup|Miintu<l  Hiiitor,  on  the  uhargu  of  a 
duHign  to  poiHun  the  King,  and  of  thu  ui|iially  hiituful  uriinu  of  l)uing  of  thu  hlmxl  of  the 
DoiiglaMMUH,  waH  condumnud  to  l)u  luirnud  alivu.      Thu  Nuntuncu  win*  inimudiatuly  put  in 

vUtion  on  the  t'liMtlc  Hill,  and  in  night  of  hur  huHliand,  then  a  prinoner  in  the  Cantlu, 
who,  either  in  duH|iuratioii  at  thu  cruel  deed  or  in  Heeking  to  etl'uct  hin  eHua]iu,  wan  killed 
in  falling  ovur  thu  (Jiixtlu  rock. 

Thu  horror  of  hiicIi  barharoun  eveiitH  in  Hoinewhat  relieved  hy  an  ordeal  of  a  dill'urcnt 
nature,  which  immediately  followed  them,  and  which,  ao  it  i#  related  by  Drumniond, 
seems  a  grave  natire  on  the  knightly  ]irowoiiH  of  thu  agu. 

"  U|Min  thu  liku  HUHpicion,"  says  he,  "  Drumlaurig  and  HeinpHiield,  ancient  baroiiM, 
having  challenged  othcrH,  had  leave  to  try  the  verity  by  combat.  The  lixtx  were  duNignud 
by  thu  King  (who  was  a  niiectutor  and  umpire  of  their  valour)  at  the  Court  of  the  Palace 
of  Holyrood  Hou§u.  Thuy  appeared  uikhi  the  day,  armed  from  bund  to  foot,  like  ancient 
PaladiueH,  and  after  many  interchanged  blown,  to  the  dinadvantiigu  of  their  caskH,  cornletx, 
and  vantbracen,  when  the  one  wiih  become  brcatlile»n,  by  the  weight  of  his  arnw  and 
thunder  of  blown,  and  the  other,  who  wan  short-niglited,  had  broken  his  |Kmderous  Hword, 
the  King,  by  huraulds,  cauHud  «eparate  them,  with   diHiidvaiitage  to   nuitlier  of  thcHU 
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I'hnnipiona  i  nml  the  veritjr  wliirh  w«*  fuitnil,  wn*,  that  iliKjr  dnrmi  b>>tli  to  Aglit  in  olo«« 
nmiiil"' 

III  till*  nioiitli  <>r  Jiiiio  IM«,  ttin  new  Qiu'cn,  Mwy  of  Oiiim',  ili>iitin<>il  to  rniiet  m  pro- 
niini'iit  u  pitrt  in  tlio  futuru  lii«liir.v  iNitli  of  llio  city  iwxl  kiiiK>l<'ti),  wnn  wi>lt">iiu>i|  hunie 
with  coftly  gin»  mid  cvfry  ithnw  nf  woli'oiut',  hiuI  "  mu  Huiict  MnrKiirvti-'ii  <Uy  Ihitiriifltr, 
■ho  iiwid  hvr  ciitrcit  in  Kilinliiir){h,  with  ^rrit  trivtii|ihtt,  iind  n\»  with  itrdniir  of  th(«  Imill 
nobilliai  hir  (iriu-v  <'oiiu>  in  lirKt,  iit  thi>  \Vf«t  I'ort,  mid  mid  lioiin  thit  liii!  K^it  to  tiie 
Ahbny  of  Hulyrudhouii,  with  K^i'it  ii|iorti»  plnyit  to  liir  (trnvti  throw  all  thti  puirti*  of  tht 
toiin."'  i'itioottii!  ndd«,  thnt  "  tho  CjiiciiK'  wiim  ritlilit>  rcwiiirdit  mid  |iro|iyn(>d  liy  th«  |>ro- 
vi>i«t  and  touui(clii|i,  ixith  witli  m>\t\  lunl  Kpycc".  wyncii,  and  riiriou*  |ilnyt>it  nia(h>  to  hrr  by 
the  iiaid  touni"'  and,  iiidvvd,  muii  wiu  thti  »>ul  of  lliu  good  town  to  ti>i>tify  itn  K»tulationa 
on  th«  Kin((')i  Minvdy  (•iii'n|N>  from  widowhood,  ihiit  wo  find,  nhortly  afli-r,  "  thti  city  i-aoh 
had  run  no  low,  an  to  ri'tidcr  it  iifci'iiMiiry  for  the  council  to  niort)(NXU  the  northern  vault  of 
the  N«thur  How  I'ort,  for  the  nuiu  of  1(H)  tiivrk*  N«*otii,  to  repair  the  laid  |>ort  or  ipAt 
withal."  From  thin  ntute  of  exhaustion,  they  do  not  pteeni  to  have  ii^ain  recovered  during 
the  King'))  lifetime,  iix  in  loll,  the  year  before  liin  ilvatli,  they  had  to  borrow  from  him 
100  nierlcM  Scoti,  to  put  the  |Mirk  wuIIn  of  llolyrood  in  re|ialr, — u  duty  that  ivenu  to  have 
been  noiuewhat  unreaHoimbly  im|MiHed  on  the  town. 

In  the  year  I.MIW,  Sir  Uiivid  KiiidMiiy'ft  Suli/m  of  tfif  Thrie  E»taiti»,  the  earlieitt  Hcotti»h 
drama,  if  wo  except  the  Heli^'oUK  MynturieH,  that  wo  have  any  account  of,  wan  reprciented 
for  the  firiit  time  at  Linlithgow,  at  "  the  feante  of  the  epiphane,"  in  prwence  of  the  Court. 
At  a  later  date,  it  wum  "  playit  beNido  Kdinbur^h,  in  proHence  of  the  Ijueen  ItcKent,  and 
ane  greit  |>urt  of  the  nobilitie,  with  ane  cxceiding  greit  nowmlR>r  of  pepill ;  loHtand  tn 
nyiio  liouriM  aforo  none,  till  nix  liouriM  at  cuin,"— iiii  extent  of  pntiunco  in  tlio  liiiteuori  that 
iniplieit  no  Hiiglit  degree  of  entertainment. 

Tlie  extreme  freedom  with  which  the  Pardoner,  and  othem  of  the  ilramalit  ptrtonie, 
treat  of  the  clergy,  and  the  alleged  corruption*  of  the  ('liurvli,  may  excite  our  Hurprinc  that 
thin  Hittire  nIiouM  have  olitaiiicd,  thiiM  early,  xo  willing  an  audience.  I)r  Irving  hai  inferred 
from  thin,  that  the  King  watt  better  inclined  to  a  reformation  than  in  generally  Mup]N>Hcd/ 
but  tiie  more  prolmble  explanation  in  to  be  Hought  for  in  the  favour  of  the  author  at  Court. 
Not  long  after,  Killor,  a  blackfriar,  coiiHtriicting  a  drama  on  the  PaNHion  of  Chriiit,  which 
wait  |ierfornied  before  the  King  on  Oood  Kridiiy  morning,  and  wherein  the  author  indulged 
in  the  8aiiic  freedom,  he  wum  condemned  to  the  tiamcH. 

In  the  Hevcuth  I'arliiiiiient  of  thin  rcigii,  held  at  Edinburgh,  in  March  IMO,  n  euriouM 
and  interenting  Act  wiih  piiNned  "  Tiiitchiiig  the  bigging  of  lA-ith  Wynde,"  wherein  "  it  is 
ordained  that  the  I'mvoHt,  ItiiillicH,  and  (Niuncil  of  Kdinburgh,  warne  all  manner  of  |ier- 
Bones  that  hen  ony  landen,  biginges,  and  waiHtcH,  u|k)ii  the  west  side  of  I^-ith  Wynde, 
that  they  within  zeir  and  day,  big  and  repaire,  honentlie,  their  naid  waiHteit  and  ruinoUM 
houKOB,  and  gif  not,  it  gall  be  leitl'iil  tn  the  naidiH  Provente  and  Haillieit  to  ca«t  down  the 
said  waiHte  landcs,  and  with  the  Htuifc  and  ittaneH  thereof,  bigge  ane  honcHt  HubHtantioua 
wall,  fra  the  I'orte  of  the  Nether  How,  to  the  Triiiitie  College.  And  becaune  the  easte  side 
of  the  saide  Wynde  jierteiiiOH   to  the   abbot   nnd    convente   of   llalyrude-hoiwe,    it    is 


'  Hawtliornilen,  p.  lOB.  '  IJiiirniil  of  Oiciirruitu,  (•.  '22.  '  Pitwottie,  thI.  ii.  p.  378. 

♦  Diiwertatlon  <m  thn  early  Hn  ittinli  Hrjiiin.     I.ivt-n  of  Scot.  PoeU,  »ul.  I.  p.  2<I9. 
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ortlniuH  that  th«  IMIIi»*  of  (ba  ('MtUDUipil*  g»rr«  •Ik  lik*  Iw  ilirn*  ii|Min  th«  mUI  aMl 
•ilk.'" 

AllhoiiKh  nil  tli«  PurlkmnnU  iliirlnir  t)ii«  mlirn  Mi4<nililt<|  »t  l>:<linliiirKh,  th«  I'>Im« 
©f  lliilyriMiil  wiK  Hilly  llin  c><'i'it«iiiiial  ri'«ul»'m'«  "f  Jmiun  V.  Yi't  lu<  i««iii«  t<i  h»v«i 
diliKi'iitix  (■Diitiiiiii'il  till'  work*  li«Kt>n  hvra  \^^  hi*  fiitlifr,  •ml  trMlltiiui  ktlll  Miigni  tn 
him,  with  evury  aiiiirKritncii  of  truth,  thn  fri'i'timi  of  ih«  iiortli-wi<«t  tower*  of  th«  I'kImti), 
tlitt  only  |Mirtioii  of  tliu  oriKiiiitl  hiiihlltiK  (hnt  Iiim  mirvivod  tim  K^iieritl  coiiitiiKrntixn  ^'X 
the  KiiKlinh  in  th«j  followinK  ri-lKn.  On  tho  iMittoni  of  tlw  rei'Mm'il  |Minn«l  of  tlw  north 
tower,  I'oulil  Im)  trni-Dii,  nlNHit  thirty  yc«ri  linnts  in  miMtl  Komnn  l«tt«ri,  gilt,  th«  wordi, 
— lACOHVH  HKX  Ht'OTOUVM. 

Thi)  iKut  m'l'iirrunrtt  of  looul  inttireit  in  the  lifetime  of  thi*  Monarch,  U  thui  recordiMl 
in  the  I)iurn»l  of  Oci-urrentu  i— "  U|hiii  the  l»»t  <l»y  of  Kelinwr,  their  wm  nne  certaine 
of  |i«riont>N  .I'ciMit  for  hcrciile  in  slilmy  kirk  of  lUlyruiihoiiit  i  nnil  tli«ir  wm  ('oiiilum|iiiit 
tw»  hlai'kfri-rin,  mho  Chuiinoii  of  Hniict  Anilroiii,  the  vii;nr  of  Dollour  i  ane  preiit,  anil  nne 
Inwit  niiin  thiit  diicit  in  HtirliiiK,  were  hrynt  the  nurno  d»y  on  the  (/'utoll  Hill  of 
KdinlturKh.'"  TIiiik  briefly  in  ret^orded  an  occurreiue,  whiih  yet  in  the  pretfnnnt  fore- 
runner of  eveiitu  thut  crowd  the  nucceediiiK  |MtKe*  of  Hiuittiih  hintory,  until  the  Htuart 
race  forfeited  the  throne. 

Our  Huliject  doe*  not  require  u*  to  ilenl  further  with  the  chnroctcr  of  <rame*  V,,  or  the 
general  event*  of  hi*  reit(n.  Me  died  at  Fnlklnnd  on  the  14th  of  December  IA4'.',  nnd 
hi*  iHidy  WON  thereafter  conveyed  to  FMinliurKh,  where  hi*  fuithAil  Rcrviti'r  and  friend, 
Hir  David  Lind*uy,  iiiuit  have  directed  the  mournful  ceremony  that  laid  hix  royal  ma«ter 
by  the  Hide  of  (Jiieen  MiiKdulcnc,  hi*  flrMt  youn^  bride,  in  llulyrood  Thurch,  The 
»uni)ituoUM  di*|ilay,  that  cun  neither  lighten  f(rief  nor  ward  olf  debtii,  attended,  a*  uiual, 
on  the  lu*t  rite*  of  the  |io«t  Kin^.  From  the  houiehold  lMK)k*  of  the  ('urdinal  Hcaton, 
we  learn  that  ho  *|ient  "for  a  manual  at  the  King'*  funeral,  KM.;  for  n  mitre  of  white 
dama«k,  4'J«. ;  for  four  muurning  garment*,  £3,  IH*.  U>d.,"  wlicruwith  to  ulHciate  in 
the  gervicci  of  the  church,  that  committed  the  reinaiu*  of  hi*  royiil  iiiuMter  to  their  tinal 
re*ting-|iluce. 

Of  thn  general  manner*  of  the  age,  coimiderablo  iiotight  iiiny  lie  obtained  from  the  acta 
of  the  Parliament*  held  during  this  reign,  regulating  iuii-kt>e|icr«  ond  travellers,  bailiei, 
craftcimen,  judge*,  and  beggar*,  all  of  whom  are  tevvrally  directed  in  their  calling*,  with 
careful  minutene**. 

But  tho  lutire*  of  Sir  David  Liud*ay  arc  *till  more  pointeil  and  curiou*  in  their 
allusion*  to  thi*  subject.  Hit  Sufijidcation  to  the  Kimji*  ifraee  in  Contemptioun  of  Sifde 
TaUli*,  attacks  a  fuHhiou  thut  hiul  already  excited  tho  satiric  ire  of  Dunbar,  a*  well  aa 
the  graver  but  less  etfeutuul  censure*  of  the  I'arliuinent ;  and  already,  in  this  curly  |)oem, 
he  begin*  to  touch  with  sly  humour  on  the  excesses  of  the  clergy,  even  while  dealing  with 
this  humble  theme.  Though  biHliops,  he  says, — with  seeming  commendution, — for  the 
dignity  of  their  oiNce,  have  men  to  beur  up  their  tiiils,  yet  thut  is  no  reason 

Tli*t  «v«rjr  Mj  <>f  th«  Unil 

Huld  bav*  hir  Utll  lo  •;<)•  traUUn<l 


>  HooU  AoU,  llmo,  vol.  I.  p.  348. 


'  Diiimtl  lit  Ocoumnti,  p.  83. 
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IJ'lll«f«  'tar  Ikajr  ■»,  U  IIMJt  tw  *•«•, 
M  '<•  kirk  mill  <»il«y  lli>]r  kihii  .'I«h>. 


Yt)t  ilwirtly  kfl^'r  liv  mliU  t 

I  Iriiw.  PI*N«I  mriiMil,  N'>«  MniMt  ni*>*, 
ll«rt  n»>«f  miMi  I'air  >i|i  lh»>r  (I***, 
IVur,  u«*r  IVll^.  n«>r  MiMial  AH*lnm» 
Owl  iwfar  U«r  ri|i  tlwlr  UlIlK  I  lr<i«, 

Tlif  wholi*  iMM'fii  I'viili-rttly  ili'|>ii't><  tlif  I'nlriiviiKAiirii  nf  nn  •irf,  whi>n  thi>  rlnim  irmt 
«in  till'  iii>lili''a  lii'i'l.  Niiriit,  Aitil  tiiilkiiiiiiiN,  uiiil  ImrKlu'r*'  wivi<a,  arn  •lik*  (!h»rf«<l 
with  IIm  laaliKiiinlili  '  mi'iKH'ii  tliitt  iicitlu'r  Mtirv  nor  ■iiiii|tliuirjr  law*  |>rov«d  tbU  to 
•ii|i|iri'iii. 


>( 


flCAPTKH   V. 

FROM  run  DtATH  OF  JAAfJiS  »'.  TO  TtHi  AOUICTION  OF 

QUKHN  MARY. 


^^■Hpig       HK  ilciitli 

^Hi  V.      BKniii     irivolvuil 

'i]jiHI|^         lliu  Hi'ottiitli  tiutiiiii  in 
^^H^C^  tliii  I'vil*  <>r  It  |iri)- 

^^P^^H^    triu'totl   tniimrUy,  i»j{- 

''^^^^^^^  ^ritvnti'il  lijr  tli-fuiit  mill 
inl«riiul  dinuorU.  'iliu  lulitl  i'Vi-iiIn  nt'  [''ImliU'ii  liud  |iliu;i><l  tliu  Crown  of  HcotUiul  »u  lii* 
infant  Itrow,  nt  tliu  rnrly  nf(o  of  I'ixhtooii  iniinthn,  iitiii  liu  n^cniii  lH>i|iii-iitli(>il  ita  onerous 
(liKnitii'*  to  thv  uiifortiitiiitf  Mitry,  then  only  un  infuut  of  n  few  duyi  old,  llio  aolu  heir  uf 
hit  crown,  iind  of  more  tliiin  nil  liiit  iiiiNfurtiiticit. 

With  •  Mid  |ircNi>nl intent  of  tho  futurv,  thu  lirokt>n-lii>nrt«d  Monnnh  rocuivcd  on  liie 
denth-lti'd  the  intelligence,  thiit  liix  (jiieeii  hud  Kiveii  liirth  lo  n  dHUKliter  in  Linlithgow 
I'ttlace,  nnd  exeluiinvd  in  the  hiUernexit  uf  hio  huurt,  "  It  euniv  with  a  lumi,  and  it  will  gii 
with  a  lani  t " 

"  Woo  in  me  I  "  exelniinot  Henry  VIII,,  when  the  new*  of  the  Kin){'i*  death  rearhed 
thu  En)(liiih  (.'ourt,  "for  I  will  never  liiive  niiy  Kiii);  in  Heothmd  no  net  to  niv  nf;Hin,  nor 
one  whom  I  favoured  mi  well  \  "  Yet  the  iidviiMtiiKe*  that  iiueh  nn  occurrenee  alt'onled  wero 
not  lout  Hif(ht  of  liy  that  wily  Moinircli.  Ilin  recent  MueeeMH  Imd  plneed  a  niinilN'r  of  the 
HcotttHh  noliility  in  Ium  |Miwer,  iiml  tlicMe  he  now  Hoii^lit  to  Heeure  to  hiit  intereNti*,  hy  f(rant« 
ing  them  their  freedom,  nnd  loinliiif;  them  with  eimtly  K*'''*-  '^'x'  ''■'<"■■  I'l*"  '■"**-  forward, 
until  the  flnal  aeeeMHion  of  •liimeM  VI.  to  the  eniwn  of  Kn^lund,  nn  Knf(liHh  (larty 
continued  to  be  niainlained  iiinniif;  the  Seottioh  noliility,  |>lottin(;  the  overthrow  of  every 
patriotic  Kchemc,  the  ready  tooiit  of  their  country'*  enemie* ;  and  if  oecniiionally  they  are 
Viamni-Tb*  Bluk  Turn|>ik«,  wlitra  Qiitrn  Miirjr  il'pt  kflcr  Iwr  •umnilcr  at  CtrUrry  Hill. 
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found  to  throw  the  wuiglit  of  their  influence  into  the  suule  of  liberty  and  right,  it  is  only 
bccAU8e  the  intcrcRts  of  England  chanced  to  titlly  with  RUch  viowR. 

One  of  the  moHt  eminent  ScotHUicn  of  this  ])eriod  waH  the  celebrated  Cardinal  Beaton. 
As  the  head  of  the  Scottish  clergy,  ho  was  naturally  opposed  to  the  entire  system  of  policy 
pursued  by  Henry  VIII.,  and  was  nniiuly  instrument^il  in  preventing  the  promised  inter- 
view l)ctween  James  V.  and  tlic  Englinh  Monarch  at  York,  ond  tliereby  bringing  on  the 
war,  the  disastroux  issue  of  which  is  justly  considered  to  liavc  occasioned  James's  death. 

This  sudden  event,  as  it  overturned  many  of  the  schemes  of  the  Cardinal,  set  him  only 
the  more  zealously  to  devise  others.  Immediately  thereafter,  he  produced  a  will  of  the  late 
King,  in  which  ho  was  nominated  Ilcgcnt,  with  three  of  tlie  nobility  as  his  assistants,  and 
which  he  caused  forthwith  to  be  proclaimed  at  the  Cross  of  Kdlnburgh, 

Historians  nre  generally  agreed  as  to  the  forgery  of  this  will,  yet  the  Earl  of  Arran,  who, 
next  to  the  infant  Mary,  was  heir  to  the  crown,  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  its  arrangement, 
and  showed  himself  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Cardinal  in  his  ambitious  designs,  A 
numerouH  part  of  the  nobility,  however,  to  whom  the  Cardinal  was  an  object  of  detestation, 
as  his  projects  were  altogether  incompatible  with  their  own  selfish  views,  soon  wrought 
upon  the  imbecile  Eurl  to  desert  his  faction,  and  while  the  matter  was  still  in  suspense, 
the  opportune  orrival  of  the  liberated  prisoners  from  liondon,  now  in  the  jmy  of  the  English 
Monorch,  on  the  1st  of  January  1543,  completed  his  overthrow  ;  and,  notwithstanding  his 
having  already  assumed  tiie  Hegcncy,  he  was  set  aside,  and  the  Earl  of  Arran  elected  in  his 
stead. 

The  grand  scheme  of  the  Englisli  Monarch  at  this  jwriod,  from  the  failure  of  which 
originated  all  the  enmity  he  afterwards  manifested  towards  Hcotland,  was  the  promotion 
of  a  marriage  between  his  own  son,  afterwards  Edward  VI.,  and  the  young  Queen  of 
Scotland. 

On  the  8th  of  March  a  Parliament  assembled  at  Edinburgh,  to  wliich  the  English 
Monarch  sent  an  ambassador  with  offers  of  lasting  jicace  should  they  comply  with  his 
proposed  allionce.  Tlic  Cardinal,  who  saw  in  this  the  certain  downfall  of  the  Church, 
brought  the  whole  influence  of  the  clergy,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Queen  Dowager,  Mary 
of  Guise,  to  bear  against  it,  but  sit  the  moment  without  effect.  The  Cardinal,  by  a 
vote  of  Parlioment,  was  coraniitted  a  prisoner  to  Dalkeith  Castle,  under  the  care  of 
Jjord  Seton,  and  everything  was  forthwith  settled  with  England  on  the  most  friendly 
terms. 

About  the  some  time,  M«rcu.<  Grynuinus,  patriarch  of  Aquileia,  or,  according  to  Ix!sly 
and  others,  Contarcno,  patriarcli  of  Venice,  arrived  nt  Edinburgh,  as  the  Papal  Legate, 
commissioned  to  use  all  his  influence  to  prevent  the  j)ropose(l  lilliance  between  the  Scottish 
Queen  and  Prince  Sldward  t!"  p]nglan<l,  and  bearing  the  amplest  promises  of  assistance 
from  the  Pope,  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  tliat  crown.  *'  After  he  had  been  courteously 
and  splendidly  entertained  at  Edinburgh  by  i)ersons  of  the  greatest  rank,  he  departed  in 
the  beginning  of  March,  and  was  so  wJl  pleased  with  tlie  reception  he  had  met  with,  that 
wherever  he  went  afterwards,  he  spoke  of  the  miignificent  civilities  of  the  Scottish 
nation." '  Bishop  Leslie  thus  records  a  co  ly  entertainment  furnished  to  him  in  the 
Scottish  capital.     "  The  Earle  of  Murray  nnikand  him  the  banquet  in  his  house,  although 

'  Bishop  Keitb'a  History  of  Scotlunci,  \H5,  vol.  i,  p.  9U. 
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ho  Jind  grent  8toro  of  all  kind  of  silver  wnrk,  yet  notthelcii,  for  the  grcfttcr  majifiuflccnce, 
lie  ftet  forth  une  cujiboard  furuished  with  all  Borts  of  glaiiges  of  the  finest  chryHtul  that 
could  Itc  made ;  and  to  make  the  said  |«itriarch  uuderHtand  that  there  was  great  altund- 
ance  tlicroof  in  Scotland,  ho  caused  one  of  his  sorvantH,  as  it  had  been  by  sloth  and 
nogilgencc,  pull  down  the  cupboard  cloth,  so  that  all  the  whole  christenings  suddenly 
were  cast  down  to  the  earth  and  broken  ;  wherewith  tlni  patriarch  was  very  sorry,  but  the 
Karl  suddenly  causeil  bring  another  cupboard,  better  fum'hed  with  fine  chrystal  nor  that 
was ;  wliiili  the  patriarch  praised,  as  well  for  the  niaguiflcence  of  the  Earl,  as  for  the 
flnenews  of  the  chrystal,  afflrining  that  he  never  did  see  better  iu  Venice,  where  he  himself 
was  born." ' 

The  k'gate  exercised  considerable  influence  over  the  Queen  Dowager,  and  on  his  depar- 
ture, transfoired  his  legatine  power  to  Cardinal  Beaton. 

Meanwhile,  the  peoj)le  were  filled  with  the  utmost  joy  at  the  prosjicct  of  a  i)eace,  the 
uncertainty  which  had  prevailed  for  so  many  years  having  nearly  destroyed  trade.  The 
merchants  bestirred  themselves  immediately  with  the  liveliest  zeal,  every  scnjMirt  of  the 
kingdom  exhibited  the  most  active  symjitoms  of  preparation  for  renewing  the  commercial 
intercourse,  so  long  interrupted  with  England,  and  Edinburgh  alone  fitted  out  twelve 
large  vessels,  and  despatched  them  laden  with  the  most  valuable  merchandise.  Hut  the 
Cardinal  soon  regained  his  liberty,  and,  aided  by  the  co-oiKjration  of  the  Queen  Dowager 
and  the  (umtributions  of  the  clergy,  who  at  a  convocation  held  at  St  Andrews,  in  May 
of  the  fame  year,  not  only  voted  him  money,  but  even  the  silver  vessels  of  their  churches, 
he  siwedily  overturned  all  the  amicable  arrangements  with  the  English  Monarch,  and  the 
numerous  fleets  of  merchantmen,  that  had  so  recently  sailed  for  the  English  seajKirts, 
were  there  seized,  their  merchandise  confiscated,  and  the  crews  declared  prisoners  of  war. 
The  first  use  the  Cardinal  made  of  this  fund,  was  to  turn  his  arms  against  his  rivals  at 
bome.  The  Earl  of  Lennox  having  appropriated  the  larger  portion  of  thirty  thousand 
crowns  sent  by  the  King  of  Prance  to  aid  the  eftbrts  of  the  Catholic  l>arty,  the  Cardinal 
persuaded  the  facile  Itegent  to  raise  an  army  to  proceed  against  him  to  Glasgow,  where 
he  then  lay  in  the  Bishop's  Castle  there ;  but  licnuox  immediately  summoning  his  own 
friends  and  vassals  to  his  standard,  marched  to  Leith  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  ten 
thousand  men,  from  whence  he  sent  a  message  to  the  Cardinal  at  Edinburgh,  intimating 
that  he  desired  to  save  him  such  a  journey,  and  would  be  ready  to  meet  him  any  day  he 
chose,  in  the  fields  between  Edinburgh  and  Leith. 

Thus  were  the  nobles  of  Scotland  divided  into  rival  factions,  and  bent  only  on  each 
others,  overthrow,  when,  on  the  1st  of  May  1544,  an  armament,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
sail,  commanded  by  Dudley  Lord  I'lsle,  then  High  Admiral  of  England,  which  had 
been  prepared  by  Henry  to  send  against  the  French  coast,  made  its  ajJiHiarance  in  the 
Firth  of  Forth  ;  and  so  negligent  had  the  Cardinal  proved  in  providing  against  the  euemj , 
whom  he  excited  to  this  attack,  tluit  the  first  notice  he  had  of  their  intentions,  was  the 
disembarkation  of  the  English  forces,  under  the  command  of  the  Eurl  of  Hertford,  at 
Newhaven,  and  the  seizure  of  the  town  of  Leith.'  The  Cardinal  immediately  deserted  the 
capital  and  fled  in  the  greatest  dismay  to  Stirling.  The  Earl  of  Hertford  demanded  the 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  infant  Queen,  and  being  informed  that  the  Scottish  capital 

'  Binhop  Leslie's  History  of  Scotlaml,  Ban.  Club,  p.  179.  •  Ibid,  p.  180. 
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and  nntioii  would  Mitfcr  every  dimutter  before  they  would  tiiibmit  to  Ium  iKiiominiouA 
termH,  ho  nmrclivd  imniediutoly  with  IiIh  whole  foroci*  u|N)n  KdinhiirKh.  Tliu  ritixenii, 
boiii^  tikkcn  by  HurpriHc,  iitid  liltogothvr  unpre|)ikred  for  reMiHting  mo  forriiidiiblo  a  force, 
■out  out  a  deputntion,  with  8ir  Adam  Ottcrburn,  the  I'rovoRt,  iit  it*  head,  offering  tu 
evacuate  the  town  mid  <leliver  up  tlic  keyH  to  the  ciniminnder  of  the  KngliHh  army,  on 
condition  that  they  xhouid  be  permitted  to  carry  otf  their  ett'ectx,  and  that  the  city  Hhould 
be  saved  from  flre.  Hut  nothing  would  HatiHfy  the  KngliMh  general  but  un  unconditional 
surrender  of  life  and  proiierty.  lie  niaile  answer — That  hi«  conimiMHion  exteiided  to  the 
lurning  and  laying  wuxte  the  cduntry,  uuIchh  the  governor  would  deliver  the  young  Queen 
to  hin  niuMter.  The  Provost  replied — "  'ihiui  it  irere  ftetlcr  f'ln  cify  ishoultl  stand  on  its 
defence," 

An  immediate  attack  wuh  thereuiMin  nnule.  The  Knglinh  ormy  entered  by  the  Water- 
gate without  opiKiMition,  and  aHmtidted  the  Nether  Mow  Fort,  and  beat  it  open  on  thctteeond 
day,  with  a  terrible  tthiughtcr  uf  the  citizens.  They  immediately  attempted  to  lay  itiego  to 
the  Cattle.  "  Seeing  no  resistance,  they  hauled  their  cannons  up  the  High  Street,  by  force 
of  men,  to  the  Uutter-Trone,  aud  above,  and  hazarded  u  shot  against  the  fore  entrie  of  the 
Castle.  Uut  the  wheel  and  axle-tree  of  one  of  the  English  cannons  was  broken,  and  some 
of  their  men  shiine  by  a  shot  of  ordnance  out  of  the  C'astlo ;  so  they  left  that  rash  enter- 
prise."' 

Baffled  in  their  attempts  on  the  fortress,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  wreak  their 
vengeance  on  the  city.  They  set  it  on  fire  in  numerous  quarters,  and  continued  the  work 
of  devastation  and  plunder  till  coni]ieIled  to  abandon  it  by  the  smoke  and  flames,  us  well 
as  the  continual  firing  from  the  Castle.  They  renewed  the  work  of  destruction  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  ;  and  for  three  successive  days  they  returned  with  unabated  fury  to  the  smoking 
ruins,  till  they  hud  completely  effected  their  pur|)ose. 

The  Earl  of  Hertford  then  proceeded  to  lay  waste  the  surrounding  country  with  flre 
and  sword.  Craigmillar  Castle,  which  was  surrendered  on  the  promise  of  being  preserved 
scatheless,'  was  immediately  devoted  to  the  flames.  Hoslyn  Castle  shared  the  same  fate. 
Part  of  the  army  then  proceeded  southward  by  land,  burning  and  destroying  every  abbey, 
town,  aud  village,  between  the  capital  and  Dunbar,  The  remainder  of  the  army  returned 
to  Leith,  which  they  plundered  and  set  tire  to  in  many  places;  and  then  embarking  their 
whole  force,  they  set  sail  for  England. 

This  disastrous  event  forms  an  important  era  in  the  history  of  Edinburgh  ;  if  we  except 
a  portion  of  the  Castle,  the  churches,  aud  the  north-west  wing  of  Holyrood  Palace,  no 
building,  anterior  to  this  date,  now  exists  iu  Edinburgh.  One  other  building,  Trinity 
Hospital,  the  oldest  part  of  which  bore  the  date  14(1".',  has  been  swcjit  away  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  North  British  Railway,  during  the  past  year  (I84i"t),  unquestionably,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Castle  and  churches,  at  once  the  most  ancient  anil  perhaps  interesting 
building  that  Edinburgh  possessed.' 

Such  was  the  means  adopted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  secure  the  hand  of  the  Scottish  Queen 
for  his  son,  a  method  somewhat  analogous  to  the  system  of  wooing  he  practised  with  such 

*  Cftlderw.fod*8  Hintory,  Wod.  Soc.  vul.  i.  p,  177.  '  niurnal  of  OccurrrnU,  p.  3*2. 

'  A  remarkably  interesting  view  uf  Edinburgh,  previoim  tu  ita  dcntructiun  at  tliin  pirixd,  ia  Htill  ireservid  iu  the  British 
Muieum  ;  a  careful  fac-nimile  uf  this  \h  given  in  a  volume  of  the  Bauuatyne  ('lub'n  MlHci'lJany,  Home  account  ot  which  will 
be  found  in  a  later  part  of  thin  work. 
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micccfii  on  hU  own  Iwhalf.  The  Hiiottiili  nation,  torn  nt  thii  time  by  rival  factioni,  and 
(leiititiito  of  any  leader  or  (rui(io,  could  only  Hiihmit  in  jwimivo  uidignation  to  his  ruthleM 
vengcnnw.  Yet,  with  their  unual  pertinacity,  tiiey  shortly  after  niURtered  about  thirteen 
hundred  men,  who  "  niltl  inti>  Knglund  and  brunt  and  hergt  certano  townen  on  the  bor- 
dourii  viito  Tilniouth ;  "  and,  on  the  twelfth  of  July  followinx,  the  Karl  of  Angus  wan 
liruclaimed  lieutenant,  and  commanded  the  realm  to  follow  him  in  an  hour'H  warning, 
"  with  fouru  duyi«  victuall,  to  {nirh  on  their  aid  cncmicH  of  Inglund."  * 

During  the  following  year  1545-0,  Kdinburgh  Caiitlu  wai  for  a  brief  |)crtod  the  icone 
of  WinhnrfH  impriHonmont,  after  hi«  Hei^uro  by  the  Earl  of  Dothwoll,  and  delivery  into 
the  hiinilH  of  Cardinal  Heaton,  at  K!i>hiniitono  Tower  j  an  ancient  keep,  Hituated  in  East 
liothian,  about  two  mibm  from  the  village  of  Tranent.  A  wretched  dungeon,  under  the 
great  hall  of  ElphinRtonu,  ix  Mtill  pointed  out  an  the  place  of  Wishart's  imprisonment,  as 
well  as  another  room,  in  which  the  Cardinal  slept  at  the  ^nme  |M!riod.  The  burning  of 
Wislmrt  immediately  afterwards  at  St  Andrews,  as  well  us  the  death  of  the  Cardinal,  by 
tiie  hands  of  Wisliart's  friends,  which  so  K^iocdily  followed,  are  facts  familiar  to  the 
student  of  ScotUHh  history. 

Tlic  death  of  Henry  VIII.  in  15J7  tended  to  accelerate  the  renewal  of  his  project  for 
enforcing  the  union  of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  by  the  marriage  of  his  son  with  the 
Scottish  Queen.  Henry,  on  his  deathbed,  urged  the  prouccution  of  the  war  with  Scot- 
land; and  the  councillors  of  the  young  King  Edward  V],  lost  no  time  in  completing  their 
arrangements  for  the  purjiosc. 

The  Scottish  Court  was  nt  this  tiiiio  at  Stirling,  but  the  council  made  the  most 
vigoroiiN  preparations  for  the  defence  of  (he  kingdom,  A  proclamation  w;  s  issued  on  the 
10th  of  March,  rcijuiring  all  the  lieges  to  bo  ready,  on  fort.v'  days'  warning,  to  muster  at 
their  summons,  with  victuals  for  one  month ;  and  on  the  "5th  of  May,  this  was  followed 
by  another  order  for  preparing  bciu'on  fires  on  all  the  high  hills  along  the  const,  to  give 
warning  of  tlie  a]i|)roach  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  Tlie  more  urgently  to  summon  the  people 
to  amis,  the  Earl  of  Arran  adopted  nn  expedient  seldom  resorted  to,  except  in  cases  of 
imminent  peril ;  ho  caused  the  Fiery  Cross  to  Iw  borne  by  the  heralds  throughout  the 
realm,  summoning  all  men,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal,  between  sixty  and  sixteen,  to 
1)C  reiuly  to  r^-pair  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  neil  bodin  in  feir  of  weir,  at  the  first  notice  of 
the  English  ships.' 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  now  Duke  of  Somerset,  and 
Lord  i'rotector  of  England,  during  the  minority  of  his  nephew  Edward  VI.,  again  entered 
Scf.tlnnd  at  tin;  head  of  a  numerous  nrn\y ,  while  a  fleet  of  about  sixty  sail  co-operated 
with  him,  by  a  descent  on  the  ScoUih".  coast.  At  his  advance,  he  found  the  Scottish  army 
assembled  in  great  force  to  oppose  him,  whereupon  he  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Scotland, 
ftTcring  for  the  sake  of  pence,  that  while  he  still  insisted  on  the  hand  of  the  Queen  for  his 
royal  master,  he  would  agree  to  conditions  by  which  she  should  remain  within  Scotlond 
until  she  were  fit  for  nmrriuge. 

The  Scottish  lenders,  however,  were  resolute  in  rejecting  this  alliance  with  England  nt 
whatever  cost ;  and  in  proof  of  the  strong  feeling  of  opjiositiou  that  existed,  it  may  be 
mentioned,  that  the  Scottish  army   included  a  large  body  of  priests  and  monks,  who 

'  Diurnal  o(  Oocurrentx,  p.  S3.  »  Keith's  Hiatory,  vol.  i.  p.  I'S.     Tytler,  vol.  vi.  p.  23. 
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iiiimlu'il  undiT  a  whito  iNiiiner,  on  wliirli  wii*  |«into(l  a  ft'iimlc  kiu't-linj?  iM'fnri'  a  rruiiflx, 
lu«r  liiiir  iliithcvolloil,  anil  onibroiiliTi'il  iiml«<rncath  th«  nuitto  "  AlHittro  Ktvlcxiw  no 
ohliviMrnriit." ' 

l'ri'|Mirutiiry  to  (U'torniinin>r  their  ilitR'n-nrcii  l>y  foroo  of  ntmn,  tlio  Karl  of  Ifiintly  niiulo 
till'iT  to  tlio  KiiKliHli  I'MMlur  to  docidi!  t\w  iHHim  hy  Hinxle  cniiiliut  i  Imt  tliid  lu>  n'jcfti'd,  ami 
after  Hkirini*liin>?  for  nevcral  day*  with  varioiw  HiucfMH  in  the  noiKhl)oiirlio<>d  of  l'ri'i»ton- 
luinx,  where  the  Kn)(linh  army  wan  eiieani|K!«l,— a  Keeno  lonj?  afterward*  made  memorublo 
Ity  the  brief  triiiniph  of  Mary'n  hapieMH  doneeiuhmt,  Ciiarlen  Stuart— the  two  arniien  nt 
h'n^'th  came  to  a  deeixivo  cnifUKenient  on  Saturday  tiio  10th  of  He|iten>bcr  ir)4T,  hin^ 
after  known  hy  the  name  of  "  Ulaek  Satunhiy." ' 

Tiie  field  of  I'inkie,  tiio  lectio  of  thin  fatal  content,  licM  alNiiit  nIx  mileM  diHtant  from 
Kdinliur>;li,  and  mo  near  to  the  8ca,  that  the  Kti|{liMh  xhipN  did  great  injury  to  the  HeoltiNh 
army,  iih  they  marched  toward*  the  tleld  of  Imltle.  Tlio  Htalely  manHioii  of  I'inkie  lloune, 
formerly  the  reKideiiee  of  the  Aiihot*  of  I)unlerndine,  Htill  renmini*  in  jierfeet  jireHcrvation, 
in  the  imniediute  vii'inity  of  the  fu-enc  where  the  fatal  battle  of  I'lnkio  wuh  foni^ht.  Tho 
N(ot<»  were  at  timt  viitorioun,  and  sueeeeded  in  drivinj;  baek  thu  enen\y,  and  carry iiiR  off 
the  royal  Htiimlard  of  Kn>;land  ;  but  W'htu  nlnnmt  denlitute  of  cavalry,  they  were  unable  to 
follow  nji  their  advantajje,  and  k'inff  at  lenj.th  thrown  into  dinorder  by  the  enemy'n  nu'ii- 
ut-armH,eonrtiHtinjj  |irinci|ially  of  a  Inxly  of '-.onnted  SpaniHli  carabineer*  in  complete  nniil, 
they  were  driven  from  the  lielil,  after  a  dreadful  alaughter,  with  tho  loRg  of  many  of  their 
noble*  and  leader*,  both  Hlain  and  taken  priHoner*. 

Immediately  after  tho  battle,  tho  Kn^'li*!)  advanced  and  took  tho  town  of  Leith,  whero 
they  tarried  a  few  day*,  during  which  tho  Karl  of  lluntly,  and  many  other  Hcotti*h 
pri*oner*  of  every  degree,  were  confined  in  St  Mary'n  Chnrch  there,  whilo  treating  for 
their  ranMom."  They  al*o  made  an  un*ucee**ful  attem]it  on  Edinburgh,  wIioho  provoHt 
had  fallen  on  the  field,  and  where  it  i*  recorded  that  thi*  fatal  battle  hud  alone  miulo 
three  liunilred  and  nixty  widow*  ;  *  but  finding  tho  Scotti*h  nntiiui  n*  rcRolute  a*  ever  in 
rejecting  all  term*  of  accommodation,  they  again  pillaged  and  burned  tho  town  of  Ix'ith, 
Hpoiled  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood,  from  which  they  tore  off  tho  leaden  roof,  and  re-embarked 
on  boanl  their  fleet.  They  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  *omo  defencele**  fi*hing  town* 
and  village*  along  tlio  coast  of  the  Firth,  and  then  returned  to  England,  wheio  Arch- 
bisliop  Cranmer  prepared  a  general  thank*giving  to  Ik;  u*ed  throughout  all  the  churchos 
in  the  kingdom,  for  the  great  victory  Ood  had  vouchnafed  them  over  their  enemie*  I  So 
(lill'erently  are  the  same  action*  e*timated,  according  a*  our  intore*t*  aro  affected  ;  for  tho 
Duke  of  SonuTHct  had  so  exa*jH'rated  the  Scotti*h  nation  by  hi*  cruelty,  and  di*gu*tcd 
even  the  Imron*  who  had  inclined  to  the  English  party  by  hi*  imjiolitic  conduct,  that  they 
were  more  unanimou*  than  ever  aguin*t  tho  proi)o*ed  alliance.  "  The  cruelty,"  Hays 
Tytlor,  "of  the  shmgliter  at  I'inkie,  and  the  *uli*e<|ueiit  Heveritie*  at  Lcitli,  excitcfl 
universal  indignation  ;  and  the  idea  that  ii  free  country  was  to  be  comfK'lled  into  a  pacific 
matrimonial  alliance,  amid  the  groans  of  it*  ilying  citizen*,  and  the  flame*  of  it*  seaport*, 
was  revolting  nnd  abwurd."  ' 

The  (.iueen  Downgcr  availed  herself  of  the  {mpular  feeling  thu*  so  strongly  excited  with 

'  liiabop  Letlie's  lliatury,  |>.  1U8. 
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|iri>ni|)titiiili>  hihI  niu-i'i'iiii  i  kIiii  miniiiiiiiu'il  tliu  imliility  to  Htirlitiff,  nml  uri(*><l  on  tlicnt  the 
initiiciliitlK  iiMNi'tiilily  of  nnntlii>r  iiriiiv.  It  wiiit  ilcti'riniiK'd  to  tl(<ii|)nt<'h  nm>inMn<lor«  to 
Kmiii-ii  witli  H  ri'i|iii>Nt  for  inptlitiit  iilil  i  ftiiil  iit  ii  cnuiiiil  liolil  tlioru  »Kortly  nftor,  it  wiw 
ri'Niilvcil  to  Kciiil  till)  yoiiii)(  i|iii>(>ii,  tli<  n  u  lioitiilifiil  uliilil,  in  licr  xixtli  ycnr,  to  tlut  Kronrli 
Court,  wluTo  »\w  iniilil  |iiiriiiu>  Ikt  <Hlii<'ti(ioii  frco  fnuu  tint  <lnnx«'ri«  to  wliifli  »liu  wiw 
()X|Mi>4('il  ill  n  ciiiiiitry  iliviili'il  liy  rival  t'lictioiin,  itml  (<x|n)i<)>iI  to  ultnoxt  coiiNtuiit  wnr. 
lly  tlii'ir  victory  at  tlic  Imttlu  of  Ani-rnin,  tliii  Si'otM  in  Hotnc  ili'Krct*  rctrii-vi'il  tlit-ir  Krouiul, 
onil  tlicy  wt'i'c  dliortiy  iiftcrwiinlK  unitiHi'd  liy  the  o|i|nirtiino  iirrivnl  of  Moimiour  l)'K««rf 
ill  111)!  Firtli  of  Fiirtli,  ii»  iiiiilmKHii<lor  from  the  Kri'iuli  Monnrch,  with  n  (Icct  of  Nix  Mcoru 
iiiiil,  hringiiitf  n  rrinrorcoiiu'iit  of  oiuiit  thoimand  Frunch  iiiiil  oii(>  thoUMiml  Dutch  troop*, 
which  wiM'u  ilixcinliiirlicti  nt  IiOiUl  oU  thn  ItHli  of  Juno  154N,  lUon^  with  n  numuroUD  triiin 
of  uriillcry.'  Moimii  iir  I>'Mj*!<i'!  whh  tho  hi'iircr  of  tho  wiirmcHt  iiMHurniico  of  further  nid  in 
troopH,  n\iiiu'y,  und  urmn,  from  the  French  K'\ug,  nnd  n  ))ropoiiikl  thnt  the  niicient  iwiiity 
of  tlio  two  imtioim  ithouhl  now  be  coiitirmcd  by  n  iimrrin^c  iK'twcen  hu  unn,  the  Dituphin, 
and  the  ScotllHii  Queen,  whoHe  education  tiieanwhilt!  Iiu  olfere''  to  iiii|HTintund  with  Ihu 
utinoHt  care  and  alfuctioii.  It  nevd  not  be  wondered  at,  iliat  an  alliance  pro|N)HU(l  in  mo 
very  ditt'erent  o  manner  IViim  the  liwt,  wa«  properly  acceded  to  by  tho  Hcotti*h  Piirlia- 
mcnt.  Tlio  Karl  of  Iluntly,  it  in  Kaid,  when  dcHired  to  uhu  hix  infliipnec  in  favour  of 
the  iniirria;i;o  with  Kilward  VI.,  after  he  had  l)cen  taken  priiioner,  replied,  that  however 
ho  iiiiffht  like  the  match,  he  liked  not  tho  manner  of  wooing!  *  Hhortly  after,  MouHieur 
Yiilefrii};noii,  xet  nail  witii  four  p^alleyi*  from  licith,  and  pa8Hinf(  round  tho  north  of  Scot- 
land, received  tlu)  youtiiCu!  (^iieen  on  board  at  Dundiarton.  Hho  wax  accompanied  by  her 
governors,  the  liordH  KrNkine  and  Ijiviiij^Mton,  and  her  natural  brother,  tho  Lord  James, 
afterwui'di*  tliu  famous  Hejfcnt  Murray,  then  in  his  loventeonth  year.  Alonj^  with  her 
tklrio  emiiurked  tliu  (jueen'rt  four  Marien,  fumnuH  in  KcottiHh  nong',  nolected  hm  her  playmatcf 
fVom  tho  familli'i  of  LivingHton,  Fleming,  Huaton,  and  Beaton.  "  What  bruit,"  says 
Knox,  in  referrinjf  to  them,  "  the  Maries,  nnd  tho  rest  of  tho  dancorH  of  the  Court  had, 
the  l)allad»  of  that  n^a  doc  witneitD.  " '  Tiie  Engli«h  Government,  on  learning  of  thiit 
detti>,'ii,  (itteil  out  a  fleet  to  intercept  the  tiueon,  but  the  squadron  fortunately  escajHid 
every  danger,  and  cast  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Brest  on  the  13th  of  August  1548. 

The  hIow  recovery  even  of  the  chief  towns  of  the  kingdom  from  such  re|)eated  ravages, 
is  ii|i|Mirent  from  the  fact  tiiat  Monsieur  D'Esse,  the  French  commander,  on  returning 
from  tile  south,  undertook  the  fortification  r)f  Leith,  but  such  was  its  ruinous  state  from 
its  fi'iMiuent  burnings,  that  no  lodging  could  bo  found  there  for  his  men,  and  they  were 
forced  to  seek  aceommodntion  in  the  neighbouring  villages.* 

The  fortilication  of  Leith,  however,  exercised  n  most  imjMirtant  influence  uix>n  it; 
people  crowded  from  all  parts  to  xheltcr  themselves  under  the  protoctii>n  of  its  garrison ; 
and  it  speedily  thereiifter,  as  we  shall  find,  became  a  place  of  great  imisirtanee,  when  tho 
coiiclusiMii  of  |ieace  with  Knglund  permitted  the  rival  factions,  into  which  the  kingdom 
was  already  divided,  to  gain  head  ami  assume  form  and  consistency. 

Maith.nd  ?ar':islies  a  detailed  account  of  these  fortifications,  which  had  five  ports,  only 

'  Diurnal  of  OccumiitB,  p.  W.     Tjlli'r,  vol.  vi.  p.  61.  '  Keith's  Hi«tory,  Nnl»,  vol.  i.  p.  133. 

'  Kmox'h  llintoiy  uf  the  Uufurnmti.in,  p.  373-4.— Sue  Miii«tri'l«y  nf  the  Scottiah  Border  for  the  old  ballnd— "  The 
Quueii'ii  Murio."  «  Bi«hop  Leilio,  p.  21«. 
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oiii'  of  wliitli,  mlU'tl  Ht  Anthony'*  (Jute,  he  wm  Mv  tn  tr»ri>  wilh  rcrtiiinty.'  Thi«  port 
•tixMl  III  the  iiorllfWi'Mt  ri>riii<r  of  Ht  At.lhony'it  Wyriil,  ntxl  «i>nu>  ri'iiiniiiit  of  th«<  aii'ient 
bontioii  hy  which  it  wnii  |iroti>('|i>tl  nmy  itill  Iw  Moti  in  n  nriKhlHUirinK  Kurilcn. 

Thin  ti'xU',  n*  wvll  M  thi>  Htrect  that  now  oiviipii'ii  ilx  lito,  wi>ri'  no  iiiirnt'il  IVoin  their 
viritiity  to  tliu  |iri<c(>ptory  of  Ht  Anthony— n  dotaili'il  ai.'i'onot  of  wliii'h,  m  well  lU  it*  an- 
cient lii'iN'ndency  on  Arthur'*  Heat,  will  b«  found  in  a  later  foirt  of  the  work. 

We  liavn  introdui'cd  hero  the  view  of 
It  very  vuriout  lioiixe,  tlie  tiate  of  erection 
of  whieh  may  he  referred  to  tliiM  |ieriod. 
It  NtoiKl  on  the  weitt  Kiilu  of  the  Kirk^ate, 
and  wiiM  only  taken  down  in  1845.  It  had 
un  iniieriplion  over  tlie  doorway,  holdly  cut 
in  old  Kn({lii«h  lettcrn  — 

and  Ik  niche  ahove  it,  in  which  there  had 
douhtleKM  hecn  a  ittiitue  of  tlie  virgin  and 
child.  Local  tradition  )M)inted  it  out  an 
a  cha|iel  founded  hy  Mary  of  (luiMe,  hut 
apparently  witlioul  any  Hufllcii>nt  evidence. 

Tlio  EuffliNh,  hefore  their  hint  departure 
from  Iicith,  had  erected  forlirn'ationit  on  the 
neiKhixiiirin^  iKiand  of  Inchkeith,  and  left 
there  a  strong  garrison,  conipo8cd  in  part  of 
a  troop  of  Italian  niercenarieri  in  their  pay, 
hy  whom  it  wax  held  to  the  great  detriment 
of  veHHclH  navigating  the  Kirth.  Hut  now, 
iiM  Hoon  a*  Monnieur  I)'Kkh<''  had  got  the 
fortiticatioiiH  of  Leith  in  a  wtate  of  forward- 
iiech,  a  general  attack  wiin  made  upon  Inch- 
keith, on  Corpui*  ChriHti  day,  l.')40,'  hy  u 
comhincd  force  of  iScoti'h  and  French  troopn,  who  cmhiirkcd  at  hreak  of  day,  in  presence 
of  the  Queen  Dowager;  when,  after  a  tierce  content,  the  enemy  were  exjielled  from  their 
strongludd,  and  com|)clled  to  Hurrender  at  diftcretion,  with  the  Iohh  of  their  leader,  and 
ahovu  !I00  Hiain.'  Tlie  inland  continued  from  that  time  to  he  held  hy  a  French  garrinon, 
on  Iwlialf  of  the  Queen  Dowager,  until  her  death  in  15)H»,  and  the  reiiminH  of  their  forli- 
ficationH  arc  ntill  viHihlc  there. 

Hut  the  Scottish  nation  were  not  long  in  experiencing  the  usual  evils  consei|Ucnt  on  the 
employment  of  foreign  troops.  We  have  already,  in  iin  earlier  part  of  the  work,'  given  an 
illustration  of  the  popular  estimation  of  such  allies,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  conimon 
people  on  the  present  occasion  does  not  seem  to  have  licen  in  any  degree  more  sincere. 
Hearthurnings  and  animositicH  had  already  heen  manifested  during  the  campaign,  and 
they  at  last  hroke  out  into  o|K>n  and  fatal  tumult  in  the  capital. 


'  Mnitliinil,  \:  tm. 


■'  lli-hop  Lttlif,  [..  i'JS, 


l>im-i)fil  of  Ovcutri'iiU,  p.  18, 


•  Clmp.  ii.  |>.  12. 
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In  Uie  bexinninyr  of  Oclnltrr,  In  thii  inrno  yew,  tlir  Mi'<iUl»h  fon-i-*  wirr  niu»trr««i|  on 
tliii  HorniiKli  Miiir  Df  KtlihlmrKli.  to  llic  iiumlM-r  of  tcii  thoiMftnil  \m\\  \  tlin  KiiKli*li  hnvinK 
Iwun  (111  IvhKth  fiiirly  xtnrvi'tl  mit  of  tlif  imiiitry,  "  Kor  »li«  |it'«t  bikI  liuiijfar  wiik  rv-lit  rvill 
Hnii\ii(fi»  Jlmni,  ipihri  iiiyilit  rtumynti  na  liinxiT  Hmirin  \  "  '  »imI  ho.  Iiuviiik  no  nm-my  to 
foiiti'iul  with,  thi'y  mill  their  ftliiin  iHinnMliut«'ly  ijuiirr<\ll«><l.  "  ThiTo  i  htiii.i'il,"  iinyii  lUahop 
IjCnUk  (who  hiiK  fiirniilicil  the  nioit  ili'tnih<i|  account  nf  the  tritMiiri<  tioii),  "to  t'nll  mit  not 
a  littlv  |iic('i<  ol'trouhlu  ill  KiliiihiirKh,  lictwixt  tlic  t^cntih  umiI  FrciKhnicn,  hy  rviwuii  (hnt 
n  French  mihliir  fell  nt  (|u*rt<llinK  with  n  Hcot«nmn  u|Min  tlie  lli|{h  Street,  iiml  ul'ter  wonl* 
they  citmn  to  lihiwii,  so  thiit  ilivem  Kculnnien  coming  to  the  f'rny,  wouhl  linvc  KimI  ihu 
Frunclintiiii  to  (irjoon  t  hut  ilivern  of  tht>  Frt^iu'h  HohliurN  liviiiK  ttUo  |ircaciit,  woiilit  not 
■uirvr  th«m  to  tiike  him  with  thcui ;  wh«rou|M)n  th«  ca|itiiin>i  >H>iiiK  ntlvertixeil,  cotnii  with  itll 
■|M.'(><I  to  thn  hixliwny.  The  (.iiirtl  of  Stcuhouitv  (iliinieii  lliiiiiilton),  heiuK  the  <'ii|itiiin  of 
the  (.'Mtitt  and  I'rovoit  »f  the  town,  comeit  likewinu  witli  n  cninpuny  to  |<i;t  onlcr  thereto. 
Tho  French  Hohiiuri  boin)(  »o  ftirioun  that  they  shot  their  hari|iiehu)Oirfi  biuiifureiitly  at  all 
men,  wlii'i-cwith  there  were  sundry  uluiii,  hutli  men,  weonieii,  and  chilrlreii  ;  iiinonjf  the 
which  the  forennid  I'rovutit  of  Kdinliurffh  witii  iihkyii,  and  Muxtcr  U'illiuni  Htewiiri,  a  Kcntio- 
man  of  good  rcputiition,  with  Mundry  otlivm ;  wlitireby  tlio  wholu  fieople  conceived  a  ifreat 
grudge  iind  hatred  aKAinxt  tho  Frenciinieii,  iind  for  revciiKu  thereof  there  whm  niutiy  French- 
men iiiuiii  at  KdinhurKh  at  lunrlry  tiiiicii  lliereaftcr  " '  Caldcrwond  further  Mtutex,  tiiiit 
tho  Frvnchmeti  were  driven  hy  th«  citizciu  from  liic  ('runs  lit  Niddry's  W'ynd-hoiui,  where 
they  rallied  and  were  joined  hy  a  niinilier  of  their  fellow-mil.  liern  j  they  were  afcain  com- 
pelled to  retreat,  however,  till  on  their  reiichiug  the  Nether  Bow,  the  whole  body  of  French 
troop!  encountered  the  I'rovont  and  citizeiiH ;  and  there  the  I'rovoHt,  and  hu  don,  and 
varioun  other  citizemi,  women  an  well  a«  iiiun,  were  Hlaim.  The  French  troopH  kept  |K)«iieR- 
liun  of  the  town  from  Ave  to  «even  at  ni^ht,  when  they  retired  to  the  (.'anon^ate.'  To 
apiienne  the  matter,  tlie  Frenchman,  chief  beginner  of  the  bunineNH,  wan  hanged  the  name 
day  ut  the  market  place  of  Edinburgh,  where  the  quarrel  tirnt  begun.  A  very  iinpropitiouit 
■tate  of  thingM,  im  the  only  nitvruative  aeemingly  left  to  the  HuotM  from  another  Engliih 
harrying. 

In  tho  month  uf  April  lOAO,  a  final  |icaco  was  concluded  with  England,  the  latter 
abandoning  all  tlume  unjugtiflable  projects  of  forced  alliance,  which  had  l)eeu  attempted  to 
bo  enforced  with  such  relentlcM  barbarity  during  a  nine  yearM*  war. 

In  tho  year  1A51,  the  Queen  Dowager  returned  from  a  vioit  Mho  had  mode  to  tho 
French  Court,  and  immediately  thereafter,  on  the  20th  of  May,  a  I'urliament  was  held  at 
Edinburgh,  and  another  in  tho  month  of  February  following,  at  both  of  which  enactments 
were  paused,  which  furnish,  at  once,  evidence  of  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  |ieriod, 
and  att'ord  curious  insight  into  the  manners  of  tliu  ag^!.  Une  of  tlieso  is  "  unent  the 
aunuelles  of  laudes  burnt  l>e  our  auld  enemies  of  England,  within  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh and  other  burghs," '  and  bears  a  siHJcial  reference  to  Edinburgh,  having  been 
enacted  at  the  suit  of  the  Provost  and  Ihiilies  thereof,  to  settle  diMputed  clnims  by  the 
clergy. 

Others,  again,  are  addressed  against  many  prevailing  vices  or  extruvagances  of  the  oge. 


'  Diurnal  of  Occurrenta,  p.  48. 

•  Citlilirwuud'a  lliatory,  toI.  i.  p.  288. 


'  B!>lii>|i  I.eili'-,  p.  217. 
•  Soota  Al'U,  »u1.  1.  p.  271. 
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intorfering  with  •  high  hand,  even  to  the  "  ordouring  of  everio  mnnnin  houHo,"  and  regu- 
lating with  a  most  rigid  economy  tlio  number  of  diitlioi  at  cacli  ninn'ii  tabic,  arcording  to 
his  degree.  Put  the  moat  intereatiug  iit,  that  againHt  printing  witliout  liconrc,  f\irniHhing 
an  inaight  into  the  variety  nnd  character  of  the  writinga  ttien  iaauing  from  tlic  |>rcaa,  and 
already  atrongly  influencing  the  public  mind.  "  That  na  prontor  prcNumc  tu  prcnt  ony 
buikea,  balluttea,  aangea,  blasphomationoa,  rime,  or  tragediua,  outlier  in  liUtino  or  Eugliah 
toung,"  without  due  examination  and  licence  granted,  under  pain  of  conflacntion  of  gooda, 
and  baniahment  of  the  realm  for  ever.'  Sir  David  Lindaay  had  already  publiahed  his 
'frugedie  of  the  Cardinal,  and  it  aeenia  to  have  been  about  thia  time  that  ho  put  forth 
The  Iliatorie  and  Testament  of  Squyer  Meldrum,  one  of  hia  n)oat  plcaaing  imcma,  though 
in  parta  exhibiting  a  licence,  aa  to  incident  and  language,  common  to  the  writora  of  that 
age.  Thia  poem  ia  the  veraitication  of  a  romantic  incident  which  occurred  under  hia  own 
obacrvation  during  the  unaettlcd  period,  in  the  eorlier  yeara  of  the  minority  of  Jumea  V. 
(Auguat  1517.)'  The  rank  of  Sir  David  Lindaay,  and  the  influence  he  had  enjoyed 
during  the  previoua  reign,  had  continued  to  preacrve  him  from  all  interfcroncc ;  nor  waa 
it  till  the  acceaaion  of  Elizabeth  to  the  throne  of  England,  and  the  atcpa  in  favour  of  the 
Proteatant  party  that  followed  thereon,  that  the  Catholic  clergy  at  length  dcnouuced  hia 
writinga  aa  the  fruitful  aource  of  movement  in  the  popular  mind, 

Tlie  object  of  the  Queen  Dowager,  in  her  recent  viait  to  France,  hod  been  mainly  to 
lecure  the  intereat  cf  that  Court  in  procuring  for  licraelf  the  otHco  of  Rcgcni  T!ie  Earl 
of  Arran,  who  atill  held  that  office,  aeema  to  have  been  altogether  deficient  in  the  requiaito 
talenta  for  hia  reaponaible  poaition ;  awayed  alternately  by  whichever  odvitier  chanced  to 
hold  hia  confidence,  hia  government  waa  at  once  feeble  and  uncertain. 

No  aooner  hod  the  Queen  Dowager  aecured  the  approbation  and  concurrence  of  the 
French  King,  than  her  cmiaaariea  departed  for  the  Scottish  capital,  cmjiowcrcd  to  break 
the  afiair  to  the  Regent,  with  auch  advantageous  offer  aa  ahould  induce  liini  to  yield  up 
the  office  without  difficulty.  Threata  were  held  out  of  a  rigid  reckoning  being  required  as 
to  the  dilapidation  of  the  revenue  and  crown-lands,  which  had  taken  place  during  hia 
government.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  offered  the  aplcudld  bribe  of  the  Dukedom  of 
Chatelherault,  with  ample  provision  for  hia  eldeat  aon  at  the  French  Court,  while  like 
liberal  promises  secured  to  the  Queen's  party  many  of  the  nobility. 

Tlie  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  who  had  latterly  influenced  all  the  motions  of  the 
Regent,  chanced  at  thia  time  to  be  dangerously  ill,  so  that  Arran  was  left  without  counsel 
or  aid,  and  yielded  at  length  a  reluctant  consent  to  the  exchange. 

On  the  return  of  Mary  of  Guise  from  France,  she  accompanied  Arran  in  a  progress 
through  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  she  exliiliited  much  of  that  prudence 
and  ability  which  she  undoubtedly  poaaeased,  and  which,  in  more  fortunate  timca,  might 
hove  largely  promoted  the  best  interests  of  the  country ;  while  such  waa  the  {mpularity 
ahe  acquired,  that  the  Regent  became  highly  jealous  of  her  influence,  and  when  reminded 
of  his  promise,  indignantly  refused  to  yield  up  the  government  into  her  hands. 

The  Queen  Dowager,  however,  already  possessed  the  real  power ;  and  while  the  Regent, 
with  hia  few  adherents,  continued  to  reside  at  Edinburgh,  and  maintain  there  the  forms  of 
government,  she  was  holding  a  brilliant  court  at  Stirling,  and  securing  to  her  party  the 

>.  Scot!  Acta,  vol.  i.  p.  286.  •  I'iUcottie,  toI.  iL  p.  305. 
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entire  nobility,  and  moRt  influential  leaduri  among  the  oieri^y ;  the  Primate  of  St  Andrews, 
brother  of  the  Regent,  being  almost  the  only  man  of  any  weight  still  adhering  to 
him.' 

Moved  alike  hy  promises  and  threats,  the  imltecile  Regent  at  length  resigned  the  govern- 
ment, and  a  Parliament  thereuiutn  assembled  at  Edinburgh  on  the  12th  of  April  IftM,  in 
which  the  transference  of  the  government  was  ratified,  and  a  comminsion  produced  flrom 
Queen  Mary,  then  in  her  twelfth  year,  ai>])ointing  hur  mother,  Mary  of  Ouise,  Regent  of 
the  realm,  which  the  estates  of  Parliament  confirmed  by  their  subscriptions  and  seals. 
The  Earl  of  Arran,  or  as  he  was  now  styled,  Duke  of  Chatelherault,  then  rose,  and  deli- 
vered up  the  royal  crown,  swurd,  and  sceptre,  into  the  hands  of  Monsieur  D'Oysel,  the 
French  ambassador,  who  received  them  in  the  name  of  Queen  Mary,  by  the  authority  of 
the  King  of  France,  and  others,  her  chosen  curators ;  and  immediately  thereafter  he  pro- 
duced a  mandate  from  the  Queen,  in  obe<lienco  to  which  he  delivered  them  to  the  Queen 
Dowager.*  The  new  Regent  acknowledged  her  acceptance  of  the  office,  and  received  the 
homage  and  congratulations  of  the  assembled  nobility.  She  was  then  conducted  in  public 
procession,  with  great  ]iomp  and  acclamation,  through  the  city  to  the  Palace  of  Holyrood, 
and  immediately  entered  upon  the  administration  of  the  government. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  government,  previous  to  this  settlement,  and  the  enfeebled  power 
of  the  nominal  Regent,  exposed  the  ca])ital  as  usual  to  disorders  and  tumults.  From  the 
Council  Register  of  this  year  1504,  we  learn,  that  owing  to  the  frequent  robberies  and 
assaults  committed  in  the  streets  of  Edinburgh  at  night,  the  Council  ordered  "  lanterns  or 
bowets  to  be  hung  out  in  the  streets  and  closes,  by  such  jiersons  and  in  such  places  as  the 
magistrates  should  appoint,  to  continue  burning  from  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  till  nine, 
which  was  judged  a  proi^r  time  for  people  to  repair  to  their  respective  habitations."  *  The 
account  is  curious  and  interesting,  as  furnishing  the  earliest  notice  of  lighting  up  the  public 
streets  of  the  Scottish  capital. 

The  narratives  of  these  disorders,  furnished  by  contemporary  authors,  exhibit  a  state  of 
lawless  violence  that  demanded  of  the  magistrates  no  measured  zeal  to  suppress.  The 
occasion  was  made  available  by  rival  factions  to  renew  their  ancient  feuds,  ''  and  to  qnyt 
querrellis,  thinking  this  to  be  tyme  most  convenient."  *  Various  deadly  combats  took 
place ;  the  Laird  of  Bucoleuch  was  slain  on  the  public  streets  by  a  party  of  the  Kerrs, 
and  this  was  followed  as  usual  by  sworn  strife  between  the  rival  clans.  "  About  the  same 
time,"  says  Bishop  Leslie,  "  the  Master  of  Ruthven  slew  a  valiant  gentleman,  called  John 
Charteris  of  Kindevin,  in  Edinburgh,  upon  occasion  of  old  feud,  and  for  staying  of  a 
decret  of  ane  proces  which  the  said  John  pursued  against  him  before  the  Lords  of  Session," 
which  led  to  the  passing  of  an  Act  by  the  next  Parliament,  that  whosoever  should  slay  s 
man  for  pursuing  an  action  against  him,  should  forfeit  the  right  of  judgment  in  his  action, 
in  addition  to  his  liability  to  the  laws  for  the  crime.  Tliis  author  further  records,  that 
the  Lord  Semple  slew  the  Lord  Crichtoun  of  Sanquhar,  in  the  governor's  own  house  in 
Edinburgh ;  and  by  the  interest  of  the  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews  and  other  friends, 
escaped  free  from  all  consequences  of  the  crime."  A  state  of  things  that  must  have  made 
the  people  at   large  rejoice  in  seeing  the  reins  of  government  transferred  to  vigorous 
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hudi,  wlutcver  might  be  the  feelings  of  a  few   intereited   imrtiianii  of  the  Regent 
Arran. 

In  the  midst  of  these  traniBctlons,  and  while  the  Queen  Dowager  was  skilfully  arranging 
for  the  transference  of  the  government  into  her  own  hands,  the  death  of  Edward  VI. 
had  created  a  total  change  in  the  neighbouring  kingdom,  and  rendered  the  position  and 
future  line  of  ])olio}r  to  be  pursued  by  Scotland  in  its  intercourse  with  England  altogether 
different 

Probably,  no  ruler  ever  assumed  the  reins  of  government  in  Scotland  with  such  general 
approbation  of  the  people  as  the  Queen  liegent  now  did.  She  had  already  manifested 
both  skill  and  judgment  In  attaining  the  liegency.  She  had  secured  it,  although  a  decided 
Catholic,  with  the  Aill  concurrence  of  the  Protestant  party ;  and  while,  by  her  prudent 
concessions  to  them,  she  had  won  their  fiivour,  she  had  managed  this  with  such  skill  as  in 
no  way  to  alienate  from  her  the  ]K>werful  CatlioHc  party,  among  whose  leaders  were  some 
of  the  chief  men  of  learning  and  ability  at  the  Scottish  Court 

But  it  has  ever,  even  with  the  wisest  rulers,  proved  a  more  difficult  thing  to  maintain 
authority  than  to  acquire  it.  To  the  people,  indeed,  any  government  capable  of  securing  to 
them  the  free  ezerciMe  of  their  rights,  and  curbing  the  licentious  turbulence  of  the  nobles, 
must  have  proved  a  change  for  the  better.  Yet,  in  her  very  first  proceedings,  she  attacked 
one  of  the  most  decply-rootcd  national  prejudices,  at  once  disgusting  the  nobility,  and 
exciting  the  jealousy  of  the  people,  by  placing  many  of  the  most  important  offices  of  state 
in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  rousing  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  government  which  led 
to  the  most  fatal  results. 

Meanwhile,  the  Regent  devoted  herself  sedulously  to  the  promotion  of  peace.  A  cordial 
union  was  established  with  England,  and  a  Parliament  assembled  at  Edinburgh,  June  20tb, 
1656,  many  of  whose  enactments  were  well  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  nation. 
One  of  them,  however,  entitled  "  An  Act  anent  the  speaking  evil  of  the  Queen's  Grace, 
or  French-men,"  affords  evidence  not  only  that  the  jealousy  occasioned  by  the  presence  of 
the  foreign  troops  was  unabated,  but  that  the  unpopularity  of  her  auxiliaries  was  already 
extending  to  the  Queen  Regent. 

Several  of  the  new  statutes  are  directed  to  restrain  the  laxity  of  the  people  in  their 
religious  observances.  One  is  entitled  "  Anent  eating  of  flesh  in  Lentron  (Lent)  and  other 
dales  forbidden."  *  Another  of  thes'  ^^cts  "  Anent  Robert  Hude  and  abbot  of  Un-reason," 
exhibits  symptoms  of  the  B])irit  of  j.:alous  reform,  that  was  now  influencing  both  parties 
on  every  question  in  the  remotest  degree  affecting  religion.  It  is  the  first  attack  on  those 
ancient  games  and  festivali*,  which  this  spirit  of  reform  succeeded  at  length  in  banishing 
entirely  from  Scotland.  Tlie  Act  prohibits,  under  severest  penalties,  the  choosing  any  such 
personage  as  Robin  Hood,  Little  John,  nblK)t  of  Un-reason,  or  Queen  of  Moy ;  and  adds 
"  if  onie  weoraen  or  others,  about  summer  trees  sini/ing,  make  iwrturbation  to  the  Queen's 
lieges,  the  weomen  perturbatoures  sail  be  taken,  bundled,  and  put  upon  the  cuck-stules  of 
every  burgh  or  toune.  "*  It  moy  well  be  regretted  by  others,  besides  the  antiquary,  that 
the  singing  about  summer  trees,  as  it  is  poetically  expressed,  should  have  excited  the 
jealousy  of  any  party,  as  detrimental  to  the  intercBts  of  religion. 


'  Scot*  Act*,  vo].  i.  p.  294. 
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Thii  7«>r  alio  it  the  peritxl  of  John  Knox'i  return  to  Scotland.  On  hii  cicape  from 
France— whither  he  had  been  carried  a  priiioner,  after  the  taking  of  the  Caatle  of  Bt 
Andrews — he  had  remained  in  England  till  the  death  of  Edward  VI.,  whence  he  went  for 
a  time  to  Geneva.  Immediately  on  hiH  return  to  Scotland,  he  began  preaching  againit 
the  maai,  aa  an  idolatrouit  worship,  with  such  effect  that  he  waa  summoned  before  the 
ecclesiastical  judicatory,  hold  in  the  Dla«-kfriars'  Church  in  (^liuburgh,  on  the  16th  of 
May  1556.  The  case,  however,  was  not  pursued  at  the  time,  probably  from  apprehension 
of  a  popular  tumult ;  but  the  citatio'  had  the  usual  effect  of  increasing  his  popularity ; 
**  and  it  is  certain,"  says  Bishop  Keith,  "  that  Mr  Knox  preached  to  a  greater  auditory 
the  very  day  he  should  have  made  his  appearance,  than  ever  he  did  before."'  At  this 
time  it  was  that  the  letter  was  written  by  him  to  the  Queen  liegent,  entreating  for 
reformation  in  the  Church,  which,  on  its  being  delivered  to  her  by  the  Earl  of  Olencairn, 
she  composedly  handed  it  to  the  Archbishop  of  Olasgow,  after  glancing  at  it,  saying — 
"  Please  you,  my  Ix>rd,  to  look  at  a  pasquill  1 " — a  striking  contrast  to  the  influence  he 
afterwards  exercised  over  her  royal  daughter.'  No  sooner  had  John  Knox  accepted  an 
invitation,  which  he  received  that  same  year,  from  an  English  congregation  at  Gkneva, 
than  the  clergy  cited  him  anew  before  them,  and  in  default  of  his  appearance,  he  was 
condemned  as  an  heretic,  and  burned  in  efHgy  at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  lodfi,  the  City  of  Edinburgh  gave  a  sumptuous 
entertainment  to  the  Danish  Ambassador,  at  the  expense  of  twenty-five  pounds,  seventeen 
shillings,  and  one  penny  Scots !  doubtless  a  magnificent  civic  feast  in  those  duys.'  About 
this  time,  the  Queen  Regent,  acting  under  the  advice  of  her  French  councillors,  excited 
the  general  indignation  of  the  Scottish  nobility  and  people  in  general,  by  a  scheme  for 
raising  a  standing  army,  to  supersede  the  usual  national  force,  composed  of  the  nobles 
and  their  retainers,  and  which  was  to  be  Bup])orted  by  a  tax  imposed  on  every  man's 
estate  and  substance.  Numerous  private  asgcinblics  of  the  barons  and  gentlemen  took 
place  to  organise  a  determined  opposition  to  tlio  scheme ;  and  at  length  three  hundred  of 
them  assembled  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Uolyrood,  and  despatched  the  Lairds  of  Calder 
and  WemysB  to  the  Queen  Itugcnt  and  her  council,  with  so  resolute  a  remonstrance,  that 
the  Queen  was  fain  to  abandon  the  project,  and  thought  them  little  worthy  of  thanks  that 
were  the  inventors  of  what  proved  a  fertile  source  of  unpopularity  to  her  government.* 
The  contentions  arising  from  differences  in  religion  now  daily  increased,  and  the  populace 
of  the  capital  were  among  the  foremost  to  manifest  their  zeal  against  the  ancient  faith. 
In  the  year  1550,  they  destroyed  the  statues  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  Trinity,  and  St  Francis, 
in  St  Giles's  Church,  which  led  to  a  very  indignant  remonstrance  from  the  Queen  Regent, 
addressed  to  the  magistrates ;  but  they  do  not  seem  to  have  been  justly  chargeable  with 
sympathy  in  such  reforming  movements,  as  we  find  the  council  of  that  same  year,  in 
addition  to  other  marks  of  honour  conferred  on  the  Provost,  ordering  that  for  his  greater 
state,  the  servants  of  all  the  inhabitants  shall  attend  him,  with  lighted  torches,  from  the 
vespers  or  evening  prayers,  to  his  house.* 

On  the  breaking  out  of  war  between  England  and  France,  in  1557,  the  Queen  Regent, 
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nndor  tho  iiiHutiuco  of  Henry  II.  of  Krniicc,  aancmhled  ft  noniiderahte  force  nt  Ktilto,  ftod 
■ought,  hj  nil  mcitnii,  to  pcriiniulo  tlio  nolillity  to  unite  with  her  in  inrading  KngUnd. 
But  though  the  Borderen  nvniled  themMlvci,  with  their  uxunl  alaority,  of  the  flrat 
■jrmptoms  of  hoatilitiei,  to  mnko  n  rwid  iicn)iii  the  marohoi,  the  general  lenae  of  the 
nobility  wni  utrongly  oppoiod  to  thu*  miihly  plunging  into  war,  without  any  juHt  cauM  t 
and  10  reioluto  wore  thoy  agninit  it,  that  tlio  Qupon  Rt*gont,  after  varioua  ineffectual 
attempt*  to  precipitnto  ho«tilitioi,  waa  coni|M.>llud  to  diiimiii  the  army,  and  abtindnn  all 
Airthor  attempt!  at  co-ofwrntion  with  France.' 

From  thin  occurrence  may  ho  dated  tho  true  riwe  of  thoio  diviiiionii  in  thin  country 
which  alienated  from  tho  Qncon  ikgent  the  Scottiiih  party,  on  which  the  had  moat 
depended,  and  ultimately  led  to  tho  war  of  the  Reformation ;  and  trom  thia  time  forward 
the  eccleainHticul  ia  intimatt'ly  blended  with  the  civil  history  of  the  country,  mainly 
influencing  every  important  occurrence. 

The  continuation  of  war  lictwccn  France  and  8|Hiin  nt  thia  period,  induced  the  French 
Monarch  to  aook  to  haatcn  on  the  pro|Miaud  alliance  between  the  Dauphin  and  tho  Queen 
of  Scota,  to  which  tho  Queon  liegcnt  lent  all  hor  influence.  A  Parliament  accordingly 
aaaemblcd  at  Edinburgh  on  the  14th  of  Deccmltcr  1557,  before  which  u  letter  waa  laid 
iVora  tho  King  of  France,  propoaing  that  the  intended  marriage  ahould  be  carried  into 
effect  without  delay.  Jamea  Htewart,  prior  of  8t  Audrewti,  afterwarda  the  Regent  Murray, 
and  others  of  the  Icndera  of  the  Protcatant  party,  were  choacn  by  the  PurliHmcnt  aa  Com- 
miaaioncra,  empowered  to  give  their  aaacnt  to  the  marriage,  on  receiving  ample  aecurity 
for  the  preaervation  of  the  ancient  lawa  and  liliorty  of  the  kingdom.  They  nooordingly 
proceeded  to  Parig,  and  there,  on  the  24th  of  April  1558,  were  witneaaea  of  the  marriage, 
which  waa  aolemnieed  with  the  utmoat  pomp  and  magniflccnce  in  the  Cathedral  of  Notre 
Dame. 

Another  Parliament  wna  auinmoned  immediately  on  their  return,  and  accordingly 
aaaemblcd  at  Edinburgh  in  the  beginning  of  December.  It  ratifled  the  tranaactiuna  of 
the  Commiaaioncra,  and  agreed,  at  the  aamc  time,  to  confer  on  the  Dauphin  the  Crown  of 
Scotland  during  the  contiuuunce  of  the  marriage. 

Aa  the  reformed  npiniona  apread  among  the  people,  they  mnnifeated  their  zeal  by 
deatroying  imager,  and  breaking  down  the  carved  work  of  the  monaateriea  and  churchea. 
It  waa  the  custom  at  this  period  for  the  clergy  of  Kdinbnrgh  to  walk  annually  in  grand 
proceaaicn,  on  the  first  of  Septemlicr,  the  unnivcranry  of  Ht  Giles,  the  patron  aaint  of  the 
town;  but  in  the  year  1558,  before  tlie  arrival  of  St  Gilea'a  day,  the  mob  contrived  to 
get  into  the  church,  and  carrying  otT  the  image  of  the  siiint,  which  waa  uaually  borne  in 
proceaaion  on  auch  occasions,  they  threw  it  into  the  North  Loch — the  favourite  place  for 
ducking  all  ofTendera  against  the  seventh  commandment — and  thereafter  committed  it  to 
the  flames.'  The  utmost  confusion  prevailed  on  its  being  discovered  to  be  amisaing. 
The  bishopa  sent  ordera  to  the  Provost  and  Magistrates  either  to  get  the  old  St  Giles,  or 
to  furnish  another  at  their  own  expense ;  but  thia  they  declined  to  do,  notwithatanding 
the  threats  and  denunciations  of  the  clerg}',  alleging  the  authority  of  Scri;  t.ire  for  the 
destruction  of  "  idols  and  images." 
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The  priest!,  reeolving  not  to  iwrniit  the  day  to  \¥^»%  withr)ut  the  urumI  celehration,  bor- 
rowed » imnll  utatno  of  the  Haint  from  the  (Jrey  Frinrn,  which  they  (irmly  Mriir<«d  with  Iron 
olampe  to  the  "  fertorio  "  or  nhrine,'  in  whioli  it  wm  URUsily  borne  aloft.  And  the  more 
ftilly  to  do  honour  to  tlio  occniinn,  and  to  overawe  the  turhiilont  jtopiilwe,  the  Regent  wm 
provnilod  on  to  grace  the  procomiion  with  her  prciioiirc.  Tlie  ntntue  wh«  borne  through  the 
principal  itroetH  of  Kdinl)urgh  in  great  pomp,  attended  by  the  canoni  of  8t  Oilei'e  Church, 
and  all  the  chief  clergy  in  full  ranonicaU,  "  with  tabron*  and  trnmpeti,  banner*  and  bag- 
pipee.  The  Queen  Regent  led  the  ring  for  honour  of  the  fcant.  It  was  convoyed  about, 
and  brought  down  the  Hie  Street  to  the  common  Cro**.  The  Queen  Regent  dined  that 
day  in  Alexander  Carpenter's  hoiito,  betwixt  the  Rowes.  When  the  idol  returned  bock, 
■he  left  it  and  went  in  to  her  dinner." ' 

The  prenonue  of  the  Regent  had  produced  tlio  deitired  effect  in  restraining  the  populace 
ttom  violence,  but  no  sooner  did  she  withdraw,  than  "  the  Little  St  Oiles,"  as  they  con- 
temptuously styled  the  borrowed  statue,  was  attacked  with  the  most  determined  violence, 
and  speedily  shared  the  fate  of  its  predecessor.  The  scene  is  thus  graphically  told  by  the 
same  hirtorian  from  whom  wo  linvo  already  quoted  : — "  Immediately  after  the  Queen 
entered  her  lodging,  some  of  tlieni  drew  near  to  the  idol,  as  willing  to  help  to  bear  him 
up,  and  getting  the  fcrtorie  u|N>n  their  shoulders,  beganne  to  shudder,  thinking  thereby 
the  idol  should  have  fallen.  Rut  that  chance  was  prevented  by  ynm  nailes.  Then  began 
one  to  cry  '  Down  with  the  Idol  I  down  with  it!*  So  without  tlelay  it  was  pulled  dowu. 
Tlie  patrons  of  the  priests  made  some  brags  at  the  first ;  but  when  the  priests  and  friars 
saw  the  feebleness  of  their  god,  tlioy  fled  faster  than  they  did  at  Pinkey  Cleugh.*  One  of 
the  professors  [of  the  reformed  doctrines]  taking  Haint  Oilcs  by  the  heels,  and  dadding 
his  head  to  the  caui*cway,  left  Dagon  without  head  or  hands ;  exclaiming,  '  Fy  on  thee, 
Young  Saint  Giles,  thy  father  would  not  have  l»een  so  used ! '  Tlie  friars  fleeing,"  and  as 
Knox  exultingly  declares,  "  down  go  the  crosses,  off"  go  the  surplices,  round  caps  and  cor- 
nets with  the  crowns.  The  Grey  Friars  gaped,  the  RIack  Friars  blew,  the  Priests  panted 
and  fled,  and  happy  was  he  that  got  first  to  the  house,  for  such  a  sudden  fniy  came  never 
among  the  generation  of  antichrist  within  tiiis  realm  before."* 

This  same  year,  1558,  Knox  issued  his  famous  "  first  blast  of  the  trumpet  against  the 
monstrous  regiment  of  women,"  in  which  he  attacks  the  Regent,  along  with  Mary  Queen 
of  England,  and,  indeed,  all  female  rule ;  by  which  he  afterwards  brought  on  himself  the 
(wrsonal  enmity  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  even  more  than  that  of  those  against  whom  it  was 
directed.  Ry  his  instructions  the  reforming  imrty  hod  organised  themselves  under  the  name 
of  the  CuNQREOATioN,  aiul  their  leaders  now  assumed  the  guidance  in  all  the  great  move- 
ments that  occurred,  entering  into  negotiations  and  treaties  like  a  sovereign  power.  The 
accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  throne  of  England  further  added  to  their  influence,  as 
she  failed  not  to  strengthen,  by  every  available  means,  the  hands  of  the  Protestant  party, 
and  it  consisted  with  her  wonted  course  of  policy  thus  to  maintain  her  ascendancy  by  under- 
mining the  power  of  an  opponent,  rather  than  incur  the  consequences  of  an  open  rupture. 
The  unfortunate  claim  which  the  chiefs  of  the  house  of  Guise,  uncles  to  the  youthful  Queen 
of  Scotland,  put  forward  in  her  name,  as  the  legitimate  successor  of  Queen  Mary  of  Eng- 
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iMtd,  ronaad  in  th*  mind  of  Klisabath  that  vindictive  J««lnua]r,  which  to  larfely  contrlbuUd 
to  ftll  the  niiiwrlet  thet  •ttendrd  t)ia  count  of  Marjr  ut  Bcotlnnd,  from  tha  flrit  mnnMnt  of 
bar  return  to  her  native  land. 

From  this  time  forward  a  fktal  change  took  platia  in  the  policy  uf  the  (juaen  lU^gent 
She  abandoned  the  moderate  nieaaurei  which  her  own  natural  ditpoiition  inclined  her  to  i 
■he  lent  herielf  entirely  to  the  ambitioua  prnjecta  of  the  French  Court  and  the  Chiefa  of 
the  houae  of  OuIm,  and  the  immediate  reiult  waa  a  colliaion  between  the  Catholic  and 
Proteatant  partiea.  Borne  oonceaaiona  had  been  granted  at  the  requeat  of  the  l<orda  of 
the  Congregation  ;  but  now  these  were  entirely  withdrawn,  a  proclamation  waa  iaaued  for 
conformity  of  religion,  and  several  of  the  leaden  of  the  reforming  party  wen  summoned 
to  answer  for  their  fiast  d?eds,' 

A  provincial  syntMi,  worthy  of  notice,  as  the  laat  ever  held  in  Scotland  during  Uoman 
Catholic  times,  waa  convened  on  the  2d  of  March,  this  year,  in  the  BlackfViars'  Church, 
Edinburgh,  to  consult  what  was  r<  ,»ired  for  the  safety  of  the  Church  thus  endangered. 
Resolutions  were  posned  for  the  amendment  of  life  in  the  clergy,  and  the  removal  of  other 
crying  abuses ;  but  it  can  hardly  be  wondered  at  that  their  general  tone  waa  by  no  means 
conciliatory ;  the  decrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent  were  again  deulured  obligatory ;  the  use  of 
any  other  language  than  Lotin,  in  the  vervices  of  the  Church,  was  expressly  forbid ;  and, 
by  an  act  of  this  same  synod,  Sir  David  Lindsay's  writings  were  denounced,  and  ordered 
to  be  burnt'  According  to  Calderwood,  this,  the  lost  synod  of  the  Church,  was  dissolved 
on  the  2d  of  May,  the  same  day  that  John  Knox  arrived  at  lieith, — too  striking  a  coinci- 
dence to  be  overlooked.* 

The  conducting  of  the  public  religious  services  in  an  unknown  language  had  long 
excited  opposition ;  and  the  popularity  of  such  writings  as  those  of  Dunbar,  Douglas,  and 
Lindsay,  in  the  vernacular  tongue,  doubtless  tended  to  increase  the  general  desire  for  ita 
use  in  the  services  of  the  Church,  as  well  as  on  all  public  occasions. 

In  Kittti$  Con/eMioun,  a  satirical  poem  ascribed  to  Sir  David  Lindsay,  the  dog-latin  of 
an  ignorant  father-confessor  is  alluded  to  with  sly  humour — 


H*  iptirit  monl*  ttnuiit  oua, 

How  tbikt  mj  luh  did  ni«  tnibnos, 

Quhat  Akj,  how  uft,  quhtt  tort,  *nd  quiuir  t 

Quod  h«,  I  wad  I  had  bMn  th*ir. 

Ha  mt  abaolvit  (or  aoa  plack, 

Thooht  he  with  ma  na  prica  wald  mak  | 

And  meliil  Latina  did  he  miiminill ; 

I  haard  na  thing  bot  hummiU  bummill. 

The  poet  was  already  in  his  grave  when  his  writings  were  thus  condemned.  The  laat 
years  of  his  life  had  been  spent  in  retirement,  and  the  exact  time  of  his  death  is  unknown, 
but  Henry  Charterie,  the  famous  printer,  who  published  Lindsay's  works  in  1668,  aaya 
that  "  shortly  after  the  death  of  Sir  David,  they  burnt  auld  Walter  Mill."  This  occurred 
in  1568,  from  which  it  may  be  inferred,  that  he  died  towards  the  close  of  the  previous 
year,  1667.* 

>  T;Uar,  toI.  tL  pp.  10»,  110.  •  Pitaoottia,  vol.  U.  p.  M6.  >  Caldarwood,  ToL  i.  p.  438. 

«  Cbtlmara'  Sir  D.  Lindaaf ,  tuI.  I  p.  42.    Koith,  tol.  L  p.  126. 
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Tha  rtfbmiing  party  now  prooMded  to  thoM  act*  uf  violence,  which  lad  to  th«  dMtme- 
tioB  of  DMrljr  all  th«  flntit  eocleaiMtical  buildinir*  throiiffhont  Bootland.  Tha  Qnaan 
Rafant,  on  laarninK  of  thair  procea<linf(a  at  I'arth  ami  olaawhara,  wrota  to  tha  FroToat  and 
Magiitrataa  of  l':<linl)urKh,  ri>f|nlrin((  th«ni  to  defend  Iha  town,  and  not  tuflbr  the  Earl  of 
Argyle  and  tha  Confcreffi^tion  to  enter— offering  the  aid  of  her  French  troopa  for  thair 
defence.  But  thit  the  Magietratea  deolineil,  declaring  that  tha  entire  populaoa  wart 
prepared  to  favour  that  party,  and  could  not  ba  reatrained  by  them.  Upon  receiving  thia 
reply,  the  Hegont  thereupon  withdrew  with  her  French  guard  f^om  Holyrood  Abbey,  and 
retreated  towarda  Dunbar. 

The  Magiatratee,  though  unable  to  reaiat  thia  popular  movement,  exerted  thamaaWaa  to 
tha  utmost  to  reatrain  ita  violence.  They  aant  a  deputation  to  tha  leaders  of  tha  reforming 
party,  entreating  them  to  apare  both  their  churches  and  rellgioua  hooaea,— tha  former  to  ba 
continued  in  use  aa  places  of  Protestant  worship,  and  the  latter  aa  aeuiinariea  of  learning. 
They  also  placed  a  guard  of  sixty  men  fur  the  protection  of  Ht  Giles's  Church,  and,  aa  a 
further  aeourity,  romoved  the  carved  stalla  of  tha  choir  within  tha  aafer  ahalter  of  tha 
Tolbooth  i'  and  such  was  the  seal  they  displayed,  that  the  llegent  afterwards  wrota  them 
a  letter  of  thanks  for  their  servic-ew.  Yet  their  efforts  were  only  attended  with  very  partial 
■uooeaa.  Upon  tha  flrst  rumour  of  the  approach  of  tha  Earl  of  Argyle,  the  populace 
attacked  both  the  monaateries  of  tha  Black  and  Grey  Kriara,  destroying  everything  they 
ooutained,  and  leaving  nothing  but  the  bare  walls  standing.' 

When  the  Earl  of  Argyle  entered  the  town  with  his  followera,  they  immediataly  pro- 
ceeded to  the  work  of  purifloation,  aa  it  waa  styled.  Trinity  College  Church,  and  tha 
prebendal  buildings  attached  tu  it,  were  assailed,  an<l  some  parts  of  them  utterly  deatroyed  ; 
and  both  Bt  Giles's  Church,  and  8t  Mary's,  or  the  Kirk  of  Field,  were  visited,  their  altara 
thrown  down,  and  the  images  destroyed  and  burnt.  They  visited  Holyrood  Abbey,  over- 
throwing the  alturs,  and  otlicrwiitc  defacing  the  church,  and  removed  also  from  thence 
the  coining  irons  of  the  Mint,  compelling  the  treasurer  to  deliver  up  to  them  a  considerable 
ium  of  money  in  bis  hands.' 

The  Itcgent  flnUing  herself  unable  to  resist  this  formidable  party  by  force,  entered  into 
negotiations  with  them,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  time,  while  they,  on  the  other  hand, 
corresponded  with  Queen  Elixalieth  and  besought  her  aid  ;  but  the  English  Queen  waa  too 
politic  to  commit  herself  by  o{)enly  countenancing  a  fraction  so  recently  apruufr  ':p>  and 
contented  horaelf  with  evasive  answers  to  their  request,  and  many  of  their  j.  ■\.»:e\M 
meanwhile  falling  away,  they  were  compelled  to  retreat  aa  hastily  from  the  town  h.  they 
had  entered,  on  the  sudden  return  of  the  Uogent  from  Dunbar. 

Commissioners  from  both  parties  met,  and  a  mutual  accommodation  waa  agreed  on 
between  them,  and  signed  by  the  Eurl  of  Arran  and  Monsieur  d'Oysol,  on  the  2Ath  of 
July,  at  Leith  Links,  and  immediately  thereafter  the  Queen  Itegeut  returned  and  took  up 
her  residence  in  Holyrood  Palace. 

One  of  the  chief  clauses  in  this  agreement  retinired  the  dismissal  of  the  French  troopa  { 
and  with  a  special  view  to  the  enforcement  of  this,  an  interview  took  place  on  the  following 
day  between  the  KarU  of  Arnin  nn<l  Huntly,  and  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Congregation, 


■  MaitlMid,  |>.  i«. 


•  Culdnwood,  vol.  I.  p.  478. 


•  BUbop  Udit,  p  378. 
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iBelndiof  th«  lUrl*  of  Arfyla  »nil  (ll«ne«irn,  miiI  lh«  U)f\\  Juiim  MUwart.  Th*  plM*  of 
OMMtinK  wu  Iba  (ju»rr)r  IIdIm,  or  m  it  U  not  ini»|>|iro|>ri»l«l]r  alylml  by  tba  wriUr*  of  th« 
time,  th«  Qtmrrrl  llol'i  i  •  fimioiia  plM-a  of  mpatinx  for  'bMl*  •nA  |irivat«  mirontrn,  %i 
the  tMt  tnii  of  th«  (.'«lton  Hill,  in  the  immriiintit  nriKhbourhcMxl  of  the  Tkliini  of  lluljr- 
nMMi— Md  tbcra  thr  two  flnt-nnnirtl  Vm\»  rnKi»iri'<l>  th«t  iboiilil  th«  lirffvnt  (Wil  to  (UIAI 
th«  coniiitlona  of  nfrrwmvnt,  unii  »*|i«>i'iiilly  tbiit  of  llii*  iliimiamil  of  tba  frvnob  triMt|M,  tht/ 
would  wlllinirly  Join  forraa  with  tham  to  anforra  tlivir  Ailfllmanl.' 

AltbonKh  tba  mitin  InmIjt  of  tba  raformera  had  withdrawn  fW>m 
l<!tlinbiirKb,  winit*  of  tba  liMlfm  continiitni  to  raiida  tbora,  Mid  tba 
iwopla  rt'Amtnl  to  yiald  up  Ht  ()ilr«'«  Church  to  Iw  ft|r»in  u«ad  fur 
tba  wrvica  of  tba  iumi,  althouKb  tba  IWRcnt  «oUKht,  by  vtriotu 
uiaaDii,  to  rai*ov«r  it.  Hhe  had  ulrvinly  rvcoivml  notica  of  Airtbar 
Mniitknra  coiniiiK  f^otn  KrMnca,  and  did  not  cImkims  to  provoka  a 
i|UHrrol  till  tliu*  roinforci'd.  A*  una  manni  of  drivin)(  tbani  f^om 
tbu  rburrb,  tba  French  loldiari  niaile  it  »  placn  of  proinaniulu  during 
the  time  uf  (urvica,  tu  the  Kraut  diiturl«nca  of  the  ContrrcKntion.  Hut  tboutrli  the  preacher, 
Mr  Willo<>ki,  denounced  tbcm  in  no  mcuNurml  tcrtn*  front  tba  pulpit,  nnd  publicly  prayed 
Uod  to  rid  tbuni  of  Mucb  locuntn,  tbc  |M>opl«  prudently  avoided  an  o|it>n  rupture,  "  except 
that  a  burned  cap  waa  taken  off  a  proud  prieat'a  head,  and  cut  in  four  i|unrtert,  bccauta 
he  laid  ho  would  wear  it  in  Npite  of  the  ('on){re)(ation." ' 

In  the  month  of  Hcptenilier  lAiM),  Hir  lialph  Hadler  arrived  at  Ilerwick  fi-oni  Queen 
Blliabeth,  and  entered  into  iiecret  nejrotiationa  with  the  rofornieri,  |iayinK  over  to  them, 
fur  their  immediate  une,  the  aum  of  two  thousand  |N)unda,  with  the  promiae  of  fiirtbar 
pacuniary  aanintance,  for  the  pur|)oiiu  of  cx|ielling  the  French  from  Hcotland,  to  that  it 
uould  be  manoKcd  with  »ucb  nech'cy  aa  not  to  interfere  with  the  public  troatie*  lietween 
the  two  nationn. 

Tlio  pre|MirutiuDa  for  war  were  now  dillKcntly  pumucd  by  Ixilh  |iartit>ii.  The  Queen  had 
already  received  a  reinforcement  of  a  thouxand  French  trm)pa,  who  diitvinbarked  at  I^oith 
in  the  end  of  Auguat,  and  with  their  aid  ihe  immediately  proceeded  to  enlarge  and  com- 
plete  the  furtitication*  of  that  |Ni.t,  while  kIic  renewed  her  entrcaticit  to  tbc  French  Court 
fur  further  aid. 

Shortly  after,  the  Uiahop  of  Amien*  arrived  nt  Edinburgh,  aa  legato  from  the  Pope,  and 
earnestly  laboured  to  reconcile  the  reformers  to  tbu  Church;  but  any  little  influence  he 
might  possibly  have  bad,  was  destroyed  in  their  eyes  by  the  discovery  that  he  bnd  arrived 
in  company  with  a  second  b<Mly  of  Frcnrb  uuxiliuries. 

The  Congregation  at  length  mnrcbcd  to  Kdinburgb,  towords  the  end  uf  Octolicr,  with 
a  force  amounting  to  twelve  thousand  men,  resolved  to  disliMlgo  the  French  garrison  from 
Leith ;  and  the  same  day  the  Itegent  hastily  retreated  from  Holyrood  Palace,  and  tuuk  up 
her  residence  within  the  protection  of  the  fortiticutionM  ut  I^eith. 

The  Congregation  proceeded  in  the  most  systematic  nianucr, — committees  were  chosen 
fur  the  direction  of  civil  and  religious  aflairs,  and  a  letter  was  inmicdiately  addressed  to  the 


■  UUhop  Ktlth,  vol,  i.  p.  'lU.  *  CkldartrKKxl,  tuI.  I.  p.  60'i. 

Via!<iTTi— t'lirlMl  from  th«  old  Muth  door  of  8t  Qiln'i  Cburcli. 
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Qttcon  Ilegont,  dcmnndinK  tlie  diimiiiiial  of  uU  forei^nerR  Rntl  men-at-anni  firom  the  town 
of  Leith.  To  i\\\»  bIio  rcpHoil,  with  dignity,  that  their  letter  appeared  rather  aa  coining 
fironi  a  prince  to  )iii  Huhjecta,  than  the  rovcrBC,  and  referred  them  for  Airther  answer  to 
the  Ix)rd  Lion  Herahl,  by  whom  the  letter  was  nent. ' 

Tlie  Queen'M  niutiHengcr  found  the  Lordrt  of  tiie  Congregation  aAHenihlod  in  the  Tolbooth, 
■oriouHly  debating  whether  nhc  nhoiiUl  Iw  dc|)08ed  from  tlio  Wegcncy,  as  had  been  proposed 
to  them  by  liord  Uuthven.  The  reformed  preacliers  joined  in  the  diHcussion,  freely  de- 
nouncing her  as  an  obstinate  idolatress,  and  a  message  was  at  length  returned  by  the 
Lord  Lion,  intimating  to  her  that  they  suspended  her,  in  the  name  of  their  Sovereign, 
from  the  ofHco  of  Uegent. 

In  furtherance  of  their  plans,  a  herald  was  sent  to  summon  all  French  and  native 
soldiers  to  depart  from  LeiHi  within  twelve  hours,  and  little  regard  being  paid  to  their 
orders,  immediate  prepitrations  were  made  for  the  assault.  Scaling  ladders  were  hastily 
prepared  in  the  aisles  of  St  Oiles's  Church,  which  so  offended  the  preschers,  as  an  act  of 
sacrilege,  that  they  weakly  prognosticated  failure  to  the  whole  enterprise. 

The  prophecy  wrought  its  own  fulfilment,  for  the  troops  were  so  intimidated  thereby, 
that,  upon  mnrching  to  the  attack,  they  forsook  their  artillery  on  the  first  sally  that 
the  enemy  made,  and  retreated  so  precipitately  to  Edinburgh,  that  the  f'>ot  were  trampled 
down  by  the  horsemen  in  their  eagerness  to  enter  the  city  gates. 

Tlie  French  pursued  them  to  the  middle  of  the  Canongato  and  up  Ijoith  Wynd,  slay- 
ing indiscriminately  women  ami  children  as  well  as  men,  and  plundering  the  houses 
exposed  to  their  fury.  The  Queen  Regent  watched  them  from  the  ramparts,  and  welcomed 
them  with  ill-judged  mirth,  as  they  returned  victorious,  laden  with  the  homely  booty  they 
had  acquired  in  the  action.  "  One  brought  a  kirtie,  another  a  petticoate,  the  third  a  pott 
or  panne."  Such  was  the  panic  at  this  {wriod  among  the  undisciplined  rabble,  who  formed 
the  main  force  of  the  Congregation,  that  their  flight  was  with  difiiculty  restrained  on  their 
reaching  the  West  Port,  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  city.' 

A  second  contest,  arising  from  an  attempt  by  the  French  troops  to  intercept  a  convoy 
carrying  provisions  into  Edinburgh,  was  equally  unfortunate.  The  forces  of  the  Congre- 
gation, beaded  by  the  Lord  James,  got  entangled  in  a  morass  at  Uestalrig.  Haliburton, 
Provost  of  Dundee,  one  of  the  best  of  their  leaders,  fell  in  the  action ;  and  though  they 
retreated  at  length  with  small  loss,  they  were  so  completely  disheartened,  that  they  pre- 
cipitately deserted  the  town  that  same  night. 

Tlio  liegcnt  immediately  returned  to  the  Capital ;  all  who  were  in  any  way  implicated 
in  the  reforming  movements  were  compelled  to  flee,  and  the  best  houses  in  the  town  were 
conferred  on  her  French  soldiers  as  a  reward  for  their  services. 

Each  party  again  turned  for  security  to  foreign  aid.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year 
both  leaders  were  anxiously  watching  for  the  first  appearance  of  their  allies'  fleets.  The 
French  commander  at  length  hailed  with  delight  the  appearance  of  several  large  vessels 
bearing  up  the  Forth,  which  he  at  once  decided  to  be  the  promised  French  fleet ;  nor  was 
he  disabused  of  his  error,  till  ho  beheld  his  own  victualling  transports  seized  by  them,  and 
the  English  flag  hoisted  in  their  rigging. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  1560,  the  Lords  of  the  Congregation  united 

>  Kailh,  vol.  i.  p.  230.  *  Cald^rwood,  toL  t.  p.  SSO.     Knoi,  p.  l»f-7. 
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their  forcca  with  the  EngliHli,  for  tiio  purpose  of  expelling  the  French  gariison  f^om  Leith. 
The  Council  of  Edinburgh  mitnifostccl  their  Hymfithy  by  contributing  the  num  of  sixteen 
hundred  pounds  Bcots  to  muintain  four  hundred  men  engaged  in  their  service  for  one 
month,  for  the  reduction  of  that  town.' 

Tlie  English  force  landed,  and  took  up  their  station  around  licstalrig  Church,  casting 
up  trenches  and  securing  thcrosclres  from  the  danger  of  surprise.*  The  forces  of  the  Con« 
gregation  hod  now  acquired  both  exfHiricnce  and  discipline,  and  with  the  aid  of  such 
auxiliaries,  the  tables  were  speedily  turned. 

The  French  troops  began  the  attack  by  a  sudden  sally  on  the  camp  ut  Restalrig,  by 
which  the  English  auxiliaries  were  taken  at  a  disadvantage ;  but  they  speedily  rallied,  and 
chased  them  to  the  walls  of  Leith,  killing  above  three  hundred,  though  with  a  still  greater 
loss  to  themselves.  In  order  more  closely  to  press  the  siege,  they  removed  their  camp,  a 
few  days  after,  to  Pilrig,  a  rising  ground  still  known  by  that  name,  lying  directly  between 
Edinburgh  and  Lcith.^ 

Tlie  united  forces  continued  to  press  the  siege  at  Ijcith.  Early  in  May,  a  general 
assault  was  made,  but  the  scaling  ladders  were  discovered  to  be  too  short  when  applied 
to  the  wolls,  and  the  besiegers  were  driven  bock  with  great  slaughter. 

The  ordnance  of  the  French  garrison  were  mounted  along  the  walls,  and  on  every 
available  point  within  the  town  of  licith.  A  battery  that  was  erected  on  the  tower  of  the 
preceptory  of  8t  Anthony  proved  particularly  annoying  and  destructive  to  the  besiegers ; 
and  as  they  were  unable,  from  their  distance,  to  produce  any  effect  on  it,  they  advanced 
their  cannon  to  the  Linkn  of  Leith,  where  they  threw  up  mounds  of  earth,  and  erected  a 
battery  of  eight  guns.  With  these  they  kept  up  so  constant  and  destructive  a  firing,  that, 
in  a  few  days,  they  not  only  dismounted  the  ordnance  placed  by  the  French  in  the  steeple, 
but  greatly  injured  it  and  the  adjoining  buildings.* 

On  the  14th  of  April,  being  Easter  Sunday,  a  constant  firing  was  kept  up  by  the 
assailants,  particularly  at  St  Mary's  Church,  where  the  people  were  assembled  for  divine 
service,  so  that  a  bullet  was  shot  through  the  great  east  window,  passing  right  over  the 
altar,  during  the  celebration  of  high  mass,  and  just  before  the  elevation  of  the  host. 

Two  of  the  mounds  thrown  up  by  the  besiegers  on  this  occasion  still  remain  on  Leith 
Links,  and  almost  directly  opposite  the  east  end  of  the  church.  One  of  them  is  on  the 
extreme  east  side  of  the  Links ;  the  other,  which  lies  considerably  nearer  the  High  School, 
is  locally  designated  the  Giant's  Brae,  As  there  existed,  till  very  recently,  no  houses 
between  the  church  and  these  o{icn  downs  on  which  the  batteries  were  erected,  it  must 
have  lain  completely  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  besiegers.  Some  obscurity  exists  in  the 
narratives  of  the  different  historians  of  this  period,  as  to  which  church  is  spoken  of. 
Bishop  Leslie  mentions  their  having  "  shot  many  great  schottis  of  cannonis  and  gret 
ordinances  at  the  parrishc  kirk  of  Leyth  and  Sauct  Anthoncis  steple."  St  Mary's  Church 
was  not  converted  into  the  parish  church,  until  the  destruction,  at  a  later  period,  of  that 
of  Restalrig,  to  which  Leith  was  parochially  joined ;  yet  its  position,  agreeing  so  well  with 
the  accounts  of  the  siege,  leaves  no  doubt  that  it  is  intended  by  this  designation.  As  all 
the  historians,  however,  unite  in  speaking  of  St  Anthony's  steeple  as  that  whereon  the 
French  garrison  had  erected  their  ordnance,  there  seems  no  reason  to  question  that  it  was 

■  Mttitland,  p.  19.  '  Diurnal  of  Occumnts,  p.  67.  '  Ibid,  ji.  S8.  *  Hialiop  Leslie,  p.  28S. 
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thv  tower  of  the  preceptory,  and  not  that  of  the  present  pariah  church,  as  the  talented 
editor  of  Keith's  History  suggests.'  No  vestige,  indeed,  of  St  Anthony's  steeple  has 
existed  for  centuries,  and  it  is  prolmble  that  it  was  totally  destroyed  at  this  period.  The 
tower  of  8t  Mary's,  which  wos  taken  down  in  1830,  was  evidently  an  erection  of  a  much 
later  date,  and  too  small  to  have  admitted  of  a  battery  being  mounted  upon  it. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  Monluc,  bishop  of  Valence,  arrived  as  a  commissioner  from  the 
Court  of  France,  and  attempted  to  mediate  between  the  liegent  and  the  Lords  of  the 
Congregation.  He  entered  into  communication  with  the  reformers  and  their  allies,  and 
spent  two  days  in  the  English  camp ;  he  thereafter  passed  to  the  Queen  liegent  in  Edin- 
burgh Castle,  but  all  attempts  at  reconciliation  proved  inelTcctual,  as  the  assailants  would 
accept  of  no  other  terms  than  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications  of  Leith,  and  the  dis- 
missal of  all  the  French  troops  from  Scotland. 

Meanwhile,  the  Queen  liegent  lay  in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  sufiering  alike  from 
failing  health  and  anxiety  of  mind.  Her  life  was  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  she  repeatedly 
sought  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  the  contending  parties,  that  she  might,  if 
possible,  resign  the  sceptre  to  her  daughter  free  from  the  terrible  rivalry  and  contentions 
which  hod  embittered  the  whole  period  of  her  Itegency ;  but  all  attempts  at  compromise 
proved  in  vain,  and  her  French  advisors  prevented  her  closing  with  the  sole  proposal  on 
which  the  leaders  of  the  Congregation  at  length  agreed  to  acknowledge  her  authority — 
namely,  that  all  foreign  troops  should  immediately  quit  the  realm. 

When  the  Queen  Itcgent  found  her  end  approaching,  she  requested  an  interview  with 
the  Lords  of  the  Congregation.  Tlie  Duke  of  Chatelhcrault,  the  Earls  of  Argyle,  Maris- 
chal,  and  Qlencairn,  with  the  I^rd  James,  immediately  repaired  to  the  Castle,  where  they 
were  received  by  the  dying  Queen  with  such  humility  and  unfeigned  kindness  as  deeply 
moved  them.  She  extended  her  hand  to  each  of  them,  beseeching  their  forgiveness  with 
tears,  whereinsoever  she  had  offended  them.  She  expressed  deep  grief  that  matters  should 
ever  have  come  to  such  extremities,  ascribing  it  to  the  influence  of  foreign  counsels,  which 
had  com])elled  her  to  act  contrary  to  her  own  incliniitions. 

Tlie  scene  was  so  aifecting  that  all  present  were  moved  to  tears.  At  the  request  of  the 
barons,  she  received  n  visit  from  John  Willock,  with  whom  she  conversed  for  a  consider- 
able time.  He  besought  her  to  seek  mercy  alone  through  the  death  of  Christ,  urging  her 
at  the  same  time  to  acknowledge  the  mass  as  a  relic  of  idolatry.  She  assured  him  that 
she  looked  for  salvation  in  no  other  way  than  through  the  deuth  of  her  Saviour ;  and 
without  replying  to  his  further  exhortation,  she  bade  him  farewell.^ 

The  Queen  liegent  died  on  the  following  day,  the  10th  of  June  1500.  Tlie  preachers 
refused  to  permit  her  to  be  buried  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Her  body 
was  accordingly  placed  in  a  lead  coffin,  and  kept  in  the  Castle  till  the  0th  of  October* 
when  it  was  transjKirted  to  France,  and  buried  in  the  Benedictine  monastery  at  Bheims,  of 
which  her  own  sister  was  then  Abbess. 

Both  parties  were  now  ecjually  inclined  to  a  pence ;  and  accordingly,  within  a  very  short 
time  after  the  deotli  of  the  Itegent,  Cecil,  the  able  minister  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  repaired  to 
Edinburgh,  accompanied  by  Sir  Nicholas  Wotton.     Here  they  were  met  by  the  Bishops  of 

■  Kritb,  1844,  Spnttiawood  Si>c.,  vol.  i.  p.  271.     WikIfow  Miwei.  vol.  i.  p.  S4. 

■  CiililerwiKxl,  vol.  i.  p.  1S80.     Keith,  ml.  i  p.  2811. 
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Vitlence  and  Amienii,  Rtid  nthor  French  conimiimionorit,  and  a  treaty  wiw  formally  con- 
cluded and  Bigned,  by  which,  throuxh  the  diploniHtic  iikill  of  Cecil,  the  objects  aimed  at 
by  Queen  Biizaltoth,  as  well  as  the  real  intercHtu  of  the  Congregation,  wore  completely 
secured,  notwithstanding  the  feeble  remonstrnnccs  of  the  French  commissioners.  A  se|)a- 
rate  convention,  agreed  to  at  the  same  time,  bound  the  French  garrison  to  rcmoYo  all  the 
artillery  from  the  rnmiwrtH  of  lielth,  completely  to  demolish  its  fortiflcations,  and 
immediately  thereafter  to  embark  for  France. 

On  the  loth  of  July, — the  third  day  after  the  embarkation  of  the  French  troop*  at 
Leith,  and  the  de|iarture  of  the  English  forces  on  their  march  homeward, — a  solemn  public 
thanksgiving  was  held  by  the  reforming  nobles,  and  the  great  bmly  of  the  Congregation, 
in  St  Giles's  Church  ;  and  thereafter  the  preachers  were  ap{iointcd  to  some  of  the  chief 
boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  Knox  being  conflrraed  in  the  chief  charge  at  Edinburgh. 

A  Parliament  assembled  in  E<linburgh  on  the  Ist  of  August,  the  proceedings  of  which 
were  opened  with  great  solemnity.  The  lesser  barons,  from  their  interest  in  the  progress  of 
the  reformed  doctrines,  claimed  the  privilege,  which  they  had  long  ceased  to  use,  of  sitting 
and  voting  in  the  Assembly  of  the  Three  Estates.  This  led  to  the  accession  of  nearly  a 
hundred  votes,  nearly  all  of  them  adhering  to  the  Protestant  party.  After  the  discussion 
of  some  preliminary  questions, — particularly  as  to  the  authority  by  which  the  Parliament 
was  summoned, — Maitland  was  appointed  their  "  harangue  maker,"  or  speaker,  and  they 
proceeded  to  choose  the  Lords  of  the  Articles.  Great  complaint  was  made  as  to  the  choice 
falling  entirely  on  those  well  affected  to  the  new  religion,  {tarticularly  among  the  Lords 
Spiritual,  some  of  whose  representatives  were  mere  laymen ; — but  altogether  without  effect. 
"  This  being  done,"  says  Randolph,  in  an  interesting  letter  to  Cecil,  "  the  Lords  departed, 
and  accompanied  the  Duke  as  far  as  the  Bow, — which  is  the  gate  going  out  of  the  High 
Street, — and  many  down  unto  the  Palace  where  ho  lieth;  the  town  all  in  armour,  the 

trumpets  sounding,  and  all  other  kinds  of  mwSa  Kuch  as  they  have The  Lords 

of  the  Articles  sat  from  henceforth  in  Holyniod  House,  except  that  at  such  times  as  upon 
matter  of  imimrtance  the  whole  Lords  as<tembled  themselves  again,  as  they  did  this  day,  in 
the  Parliament  House." ' 

The  Parliament  immediately  proceeded  with  the  work  of  reformation,  a  Confession  of 
Faith  was  drawn  up,  and  approved  of  by  acclamation,  emlNulying  a  summary  of  Christian 
doctrine  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  majority,  and  this  was  seconded  by  a  series  of 
acts  rendering  all  who  refused  to  subscribe  to  its  tenets  liable  to  confiscation,  banishment, 
and  even  death.  Ambassadors  were  despatched  to  England  with  proposals  of  marriage 
between  the  Earl  of  Arran,  eldest  son  to  the  Duke  of  Clmtelherault,  and  Queen  Elizabeth, 
while  Sir  James  Sandilauds,  grand  prior  of  the  knights  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem,  was  sent 
to  France  to  corry  an  account  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Queen. 

The  latter  met  with  a  very  cool  reception  ;  he  was,  however,  entrusted  with  a  reply  from 
the  Scottish  Queen,  which,  though  it  refused  to  recognise  the  assembly  by  which  he  was 
sent  as  a  Parliament,  was  yet  couched  in  conciliatory  terms,  and  intimated  her  intention 
to  despatch  commissioners  immediately,  to  convene  a  legal  Parliament ;  but  ere  Sir  James 
arrived  at  Edinburgh,  the  news  reached  him  of  the  death  of  the  young  King,  her  royal  con- 
sort, anwhich  avent   caused  the  utmost  rejoicing  among  the  party  of  the  Congregation. 

'  MS.  Letter  3t  P.  Off.,  »th  Augmt  1660,  Tytler. 
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The  Three  Entoteii  immeclktely  nimemblMl  at  Edinburgh  on  tho  Iflth  of  Jannarjr,  and 
deiipatched  the  Lord  Jameii,  tho  rhlof  lewlor  of  the  CongreKstion,  as  amboassdor  to  the 
Hcottiith  Queen,  tu  invite  her  return  to  her  own  dominioni.  Ere  hit  departure  on  thii 
tniaiiion,  four  commiitioners  arrived  from  the  Queen,  with  aisurancea  of  her  intention  of 
■peedily  returning  home,  and  meanwhile  Itcaring  a  commiaaion  to  certain  of  the  leading 
men  of  Scotland,  authoriiing  them  to  iummon  a  Parliament 

Almut  this  time  a  lerioui  riot  occurred  in  Edinburgh.  "  That  the  work  of  reformation 
might  not  be  retarded,  Sanderion,  deacon  of  the  fleshers,  or  butohera,  wai,  bj  the  Council, 
ordered  to  be  carted  for  adultery."'  Thii  the  trades  resented,  as  a  general  insult  to  their 
body,  and  assembling  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  they  broke  oiwn  the  prison  and  released 
him  iVom  durance.  The  magistrates,  on  this,  applied  to  the  Privy  Council  for  aid  against 
tho  rioters — a  number  of  the  craftsmen  were  committed  prisoners  to  the  Castle,  and  the 
corporations  so  intimidated,  that  they  nuule  humble  supplication  to  the  Council  for  release 
of  their  brethren,  promising  all  obedience  and  submission  to  the  magistrates  in  time 
coming.  Upon  this  the  craftsmen  were  released,  and  the  offending  deacon,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed, duly  carted  according  to  order. 

The  magistrates  the  same  year  removed  the  Corn  Market,  firom  the  comer  of  Marlin's 
Wynd,  Cowgate  (where  Blair  Street  now  is),  to  the  east  end  of  the  Qrassmarket,  where 
it  continued  to  be  held  till  the  present  century.  At  the  same  time,  they  forbade  the 
continuance  of  a  practice  that  then  prevailed  of  holding  public  markets  on  tho  Sundays, 
and  keeping  open  shops  and  taverns  during  divine  service,  under  the  pain  of  corporal 
punishment' 

The  enforcement  of  some  of  the  more  stringent  enactments  that  had  been  introduced 
for  the  reformation  of  manners,  gave  rise  to  another  and  more  serious  tumult.  Not- 
withstanding the  acts  already  referred  to,  tho  people  still  attempted  tho  revival  of  some 
of  their  ancient  games.  On  tho  Zlst  of  June,  a  number  of  tho  craftsmen  and  apprentices 
united  together  for  the  purpose  of  playing  Robin  Hood — "  which  enormity  was  of  many 
years  left  off,  and  condemned  by  statute."  The  magistrates  interfered,  and  took  ftom 
them  some  weapons  and  an  ensign.  Tliis  the  populace  keenly  resented,  the  city  gates 
were  held  by  tho  mob,  and  numerous  acts  of  violence  committed.  The  magistrates,  to 
appease  them,  restored  the  banner  and  other  spoils;  but,  watching  a  favourable 
opportunity,  they  seized  on  James  Gillon,  a  shoemaker,  one  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  mob, 
tried  him  on  the  charge  of  stealing  ten  crowns,  and  condemned  him  to  be  hanged.  The 
deacons  of  the  crafts  used  all  their  influence  with  the  magistrates  to  obtain  his  pardon, 
but  in  vain.  A  deputation  from  the  same  body  waited  on  John  Knox,  and  besought  his 
influence  on  behalf  of  tho  offender,  but  ho  refused  "  to  bo  a  patron  to  their  impiety."  A 
gallows  was  erected  below  the  Cross,  and  all  preparations  completed  for  the  execution, 
when  the  rioters  resumed  their  weapons,  broke  down  the  gallows,  and  put  the  magistrates 
to  flight ;  pursuing  them  till  they  took  refuge  in  a  writer's  booth.  There  they  were  held 
captive,  while  the  mob  proceeded  to  assault  the  Tolbooth  within  sight  of  them.  They 
broke  in  the  door  with  sledge  hammers,  and  set  Gillon  and  all  the  other  prisoners  at 
liberty.  On  their  departure,  the  magistrates  took  refuge  in  the  Tolbooth,  and  thence 
fired  on  them  on  their  return  from  an  attempt  to  pass  out  by  the  Nether  Bow  Port ; 

■  Council  Kegirtar,  Not.  VIA,  1{<0.    MaitUnd,  p.  20.  •  Ibid. 
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meanwhile,  the  deacont  of  the  coqwratiouti  were  Mummoued  to  the  reiicue  of  the  Provost 
and  Bailies,  "  but  they  past  to  their  four-hour's  penny,  or  afternoon's  pint,"  returning  for 
answer,  that  tinet  they  will  be  magiatratea  alone,  let  them  rule  alone  I 

The  Provost  was  compelled  at  lust  to  seek  the  mediation  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Castle,  but  the  rioters  did  not  disperse,  nor  permit  the  magistrates  to  escape  from  durance, 
until  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  a  public  proclamation  was  made  nt  the  Cross, 
engaging  that  they  should  not  pursue  any  one  for  that  day's  work.' 

On  the  19th  of  August  1001,  Queen  Miiry  landed  at  Leitli,  where  she  was  received 
by  the  Lord  Jumes,  her  natural  brother,  and  many  of  the  chief  nobility  t  and  conveyed 
in  state  to  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood  Houmc.  On  the  news  of  her  arrival,  the  nobility  and 
leaders,  without  distinction  of  party,  crowded  to  Edinburgh,  to  congratulate  her  on  her 
return  to  her  native  land,  and  tender  their  honiugo  and  service,  while  the  people 
testified  their  pleasure  by  bonfires  and  music,  and  other  ]i<ipular  demonstrations  of 
rejoicing. 

Magnificent  entertainments  were  provided  by  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  as  well  as  by 
the  chief  nobility,  and  everything  was  done  on  her  arrival  to  assure  her  of  the  perfect 
loyalty  and  uflfection  of  her  subjects ;  yet,  if  we  may  believe  Brantome,  an  eye-witness,  the 
Queen  could  not  help  contrasting,  with  a  sigh,  the  inferiority  of  the  national  displays  on 
her  arrival,  when  contrasted  with  the  gorgeous  pageants  to  which  she  had  been  accustomed 
at  the  Court  of  France.' 

Contrary  to  what  had  been  anticipated,  the  Queen  received  the  Lord  James  into  special 
favour,  and  admitted  him  to  the  chief  control  in  all  public  affairs  ;  but  notwithstanding 
the  countenance  shown  to  him,  and  other  leaders  of  the  Congregation,  the  religious 
differences  speedily  led  to  dissensions  l)ctween  the  Queen  and  the  people.  All  toleration 
had  been  denied  to  those  who  still  adhered  to  the  old  fuith,  and  both  priests  and  laymen 
•  were  strictly  enjoined  by  the  mogistrates  of  Edinburgh  to  attend  the  services  of  the 
Protestant  Churches.  8ome  of  them,  instead  of  joining  in  the  worship,  had  availed 
themselves  of  this  compulsory  attendance  to  unsettle  the  fuith  of  recent  converts,  on 
which  account  they  were  ordered  by  ]iroclamtttion  to  depart  from  the  city  within 
forty-eight  hours.  The  Queen  rcmonstrutcd  without  effect,  and  the  proclamation  was 
renewed  with  increased  rigour;  whereupon  she  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Council  and 
community  of  Edinburgh,  commanding  them  to  assemble  in  the  Tolbooth,  and 
choose  other  magistrates  in  their  stead.  Tlie  Council  obeyed  her  commands,  without 
waiting  to  learn  whom  she  would  recommend  for  their  successors, — a  procedure 
which  excited  her  indignation  little  less  than  the  contempt  of  the  magistrates  she 
had  deposed.' 

Shortly  after  this,  Knox  visited  the  Queen  at  Holyrood,  and  hod  a  long  interview 
with  her,  during  which  he  moved  her  to  tears  by  the  vehemence  of  his  exhortations. 
The  Lord  James  and  other  two  courtiers  were  present,  but  they  withdrew  sufficiently 
to  permit  of  perfect  privacy  in  this  first  conference  lK.'twocn  the  Reformer  and  Queen 
Mary.  The  interview  was  long,  and  the  Queen  sufficieutly  patient  under  his  very  ])luin 
spoken  rebukes  and  exhortations,  but  they  parted  in  the  same  mind  as  they  hud  met ; 

*  Diurnnl  uf  Occurrenta,  p.  284,  S.    Kiioz'a  Hutory  of  tlie  Refnrniittion,  4tn,  p.  253,  where  the  culprit  it  atylml  Bulon, 
'  Brautonie,  vol,  il.  p.  123.    Tytler,  vol.  vl.  *  Council  Itsgiatcr,  Oct.  8,  Ifiei.    MaitlanJ,  p.  21. 
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•Aoh  of  them  fVankly  dinclosing  opitiioni,  involving  tho  cautei  of  the  oolliaion  that 
■iwedily  foliuwed. 

Tlio  Qaccn  hood  iifter  niadu  n  progreaii  tn  tho  north,  and  on  her  return  to  Edinburgh, 
preparatioui  were  made  on  a  most  magniflrant  ncalc  for  welcoming  her.  On  the  3d  of 
Beptember,  ihu  dined  in  the  Ciwtio,  and  thereafter  made  her  public  entry.  Fifty  black 
■laveH,  mngniflcontly  iipiwirellcd,  received  her  at  the  we»t  gate  of  the  city  i  twelve  of  the 
chief  citizcnii,  drciiHcd  in  black  velvet  gowns,  with  coatM  and  doublets  of  crinmon  aatin, 
bore  a  canopy,  under  which  «he  rode  in  state,  and  immediately  on  her  entry,  a  lovely  boy 
descended  iVom  a  glolw,  and  uddrcsHing  her  in  congratulatory  versos,  at  which  she  was 
seen  to  smile,  presented  her  with  the  keys  of  the  city,  and  a  Bible  and  I'sultor.  The  most 
costly  arrangements  were  made  for  her  reception  ;  all  the  citizens  were  required  to  appear 
in  gowns  of  fine  French  sntiu  and  coats  of  velvet,  and  the  young  men  to  devise  for 
themselves  some  liefltting  habiliments  of  tatfeta,  or  other  silk,  to  convoy  the  Court  in 
triumph.  A  public  banquet  was  given  to  tho  Quoen  and  the  noble  strangers  by  whom 
■he  was  acc(im|>anied  ;  and  mimt  ingenious  masks  and  pageants  provided  for  her  entertain- 
ment, peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  times.  A  mystery  was  performed,  in  which  Korah, 
Dathan,  and  Abiram  were  destroyed,  while  oii'eriug  strange  fire  upon  the  altar,  as  a 
warning  of  the  vengeance  of  God  u|)on  idolaters.  A  still  more  significant  interlude  had 
been  provided  fur  her  Majesty's  benefit,  in  which  a  priest  was  to  have  been  burnt  at  the 
altar  while  elevating  the  host;  but  the  Earl  of  Huntly  persuaded  them,  with  some 
difficulty,  to  content  themselves  with  the  first  allegory. 

All  the  public  way  through  which  the  prnccaaion  hud  to  pass,  was  adorned  with  splendid 
hangings  and  devices,  and  tho  Nether  Uow  Port,  whore  the  Queen  bade  adieu  to  her  enter- 
tainers, was  decorated  for  the  occasion  in  the  most  costly  fashion.* 

Tho  ancient  Tolbooth,  or  "  Prctoriuin,"  um  it  is  styled  in  the  early  Acts  of  the  Scottish 
Parliaments,  ha<l  fallen,  at  this  time,  into  a  very  decayed  and  ruinous  condition.  The 
Queen  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Town  Council,  bearing  date  the  0th  of  February  1501, 
charging  the  Provost,  Bailies,  and  Council  to  take  it  down  with  all  possible  diligence,  and 
provide,  meanwhile,  sufficient  accommodation  elsewhere  for  the  Lords  of  the  Session  and 
others  ministering  justice. 

The  royal  letter  expresses  a  most  affectionate  dread  for  "  the  skayth  and  great  slaughter" 
that  may  happen  to  the  lieges  by  the  downfall  of  tho  building,  if  not  8{)oedily  prevented ; 
but  no  apology  seems  to  have  been  thought  necessary  for  tho  very  arbitrary  demand 
that  the  city  of  Edinburgh  should  erect,  at  its  own  charge,  parliament  and  court-houses 
for  tho  whole  kingdom.  The  proceedings  of  the  Town  Council,  for  many  months  after 
this,  are  replete  with  allusions  to  the  many  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  in  raising 
money  and  providing  materials  for  the  new  building.  The  master  of  the  works  is 
ordered  "gyf  the  tymmer  of  the  Auld  Tolbuith  will  serve  for  the  wark  of  tho  New 
Tolbuith,  to  tak  the  same  as  ma  servo."  In  consequence  of  the  proceedings,  in 
obedience  to  this  order,  tho  renters  of  tho  neighbouring  booths  appear  with  no  very  gentle 
remonstrance  against  him,  complaining  "  that  prcsentlio  tho  maister  of  wark  was  takand 
away  the  jcists  al)ovc  their  buthis,  quiiilk  jcists  had  been  bocht  be  thame,  and  laid  thair, 
and  wes  thair  awin  propir  guddiii."    Tlie  magistrates  seem  to  have  pacified  them  with  a 

>  Cuuncil  Regiator,  3d  Sept,  1S61.     Keith,  vol.  ii.  p.  81,  82.    Kiiuz's  UUt.,  p.  260.     Herrie*'  Uem.,  p.  {6. 
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promiM  of  roplkoing,  at  somo  indcfluita  pcriud,  *'  «la  monjr  kId  guJ  Joiatit  "  m  had  bet n 
taken  nwajr.' 

Material!  nnti  mnnej  enntinncU  equally  ilittlcult  to  bo  ulitained  t  the  luaiitor  of  tha 
work  ha«i  attain  to  have  rocoarMt  for  ttonoe  to  the  old  building,  although  the  nuiKiitratea 
wore  niixiouM,  if  |H>iiiiiblo,  to  pri'ncrvo  it.  On  tho  Ath  of  Mari-li  XtMi,  an  order  it|i|)earii  for 
taking  the  etono*  of  tho  chapol  in  the  Nether  Kirk-yard.  Tliin  luiiiilioii  the  date  of  tha 
nttor  demolition  of  Holyrood  Cha|iol,  aa  it  waa  vtyled,  which  lia<l  mont  probably  been 
■|)oilo4l  and  broken  down  during  the  tumult*  of  lAAU.  It  «tofl<l  between  tho  proiMsnt 
Tarliamcnt  tlouno  and  tho  Cowgnte;  and  there,  on  tho  l:.*th  of  Auguiit  1028,  Walter 
Chcpman  foumled  a  uhaplainry  ut  the  altar  of  Joauit  Chri«t  cruuitiod,  and  endowed  it  with 
hit  tenement  in  the  Cowgnto.* 

In  tho  month  of  April,  the  Council  are  threatened  with  tho  entire  removal  of  the  Courts 
to  Bt  Andrew*,  for  want  of  a  place  of  meeting  in  Edinburgh.  Tliis  ia  followed  by  forced 
taxation,  borrowing  money  on  the  town  milla,  throuta  from  the  builder  to  give  up  tha 
work,  "  bocuuae  he  had  oft  and  diverae  tymea  requyrit  money,  and  could  get  nane,"  and 
the  like,  for  aome  years  following,  until  tho  magiatratea  contrived,  at  leugtli,  by  aome 
meana  or  other,  to  complete  the  new  building  to  the  aatiafuction  of  all  |>ar4iea.  During 
thia  interval,  the  Town  Council  held  their  own  mevtinga  in  the  llolif-lllood  Aiole  in  St 
Oilea'a  Church,  until  apartmcnta  were  provided  for  them,  in  tho  Now  Tolbooth,  which 
served  alike  for  the  meetings  of  tho  Parliament,  the  Court  of  Heaaion,and  the  Magistrates 
and  Council  of  tho  burgh. 

Tho  New  Tolbooth,  thus  erected  with  «o  much  difficulty,  was  not  the  fuiuouii  Heart 
of  Midlothian,  but  a  more  modern  building  attached  to  tho  Houth-weat  corner  of 
St  Gilca'a  Church,  part  of  the  aite  of  which  ia  now  occupied  by  the  lobby  of  the  Signet 
Library. 

In  February  1001,  the  Jjord  James,  newly  created  Earl  of  Mar,  wns  publicly  married 
to  Lady  Agnea  Keith,  daughter  of  the  Eurl  Mnri8cliul,  in  8t  Giles's  Church.  They 
received  an  admonition  "to  behave  themaelvoH  moderately  in  all  things;"  but  this  did  not 
prevent  tho  event  being  celebrated  with  such  dia]iluy  as  gave  great  offence  to  the  preachers. 
A  magnificent  banquet  wns  given  on  tho  occusiun,  with  pageants  nud  mosque i-ules,  which 
the  Queen  honoured  witii  her  presence.  liandolph,  tho  ambassador  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
was  also  a  guest,  and  thux  writes  of  it  to  Cecil : — "  At  this  notable  marriage,  u|Hm  Shrove 
Tuesday,  at  night,  sitting  itmong  the  Lords  ot  8up]icr,  in  sight  of  tho  Queen,  she  drank 
unto  the  Queen's  M^esty,  uiid  sent  nie  the  cup  of  gold,  which  weigheth  eighteen  or  twenty 
ounces."  The  preachers  denounced,  with  vehemence,  the  revels  and  costly  banquets  on 
this  occasion,  inveighing  with  peculiar  energy  against  the  miuking,  a  practice,  as  it  would 
seem,  till  then  unknown  in  Scotland.' 

The  reformation  of  religion  continued  to  bo  pursued  with  the  utmost  zeal.  Tlio  Queen 
still  retained  the  service  of  the  mass  in  her  own  private  cha)icl,  to  the  great  offence  of  tho 
preachers ;  but  they  hud  succeeded  in  entirely  banishing  it  from  tho  churches.  Tlie  arms 
and  burgh  seal  of  Edinburgh,  previous  to  this  period,  contained  a  representation  of  tho 
patron  saint,  St  Giles,  with  his  hind ;  but  by  an  act  of  the  Town  Council,  dutod  24th 


>  Council  Regiater,  10th  Feb.  166],  &c. 
•  Counoil  RegUtcr,  Haitland,  p.  183. 
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.Inn*    IM-i,  lh4  iiU  WM  onUml  !»  Iw  I'tit  (<>nt  of  ih*   Utmu  '•  •tMulnnl,  mmI  *  IliiaU* 
to  b«  •ulMlltnlKil  in  II*  |il»M,  llM>P«k>  th*  ^  ^ 

mIdI'«   (Wwn    kM   li*«n    ilnr*   allowt^^./   !  > 
»|itia«r  In  III*  atvitil. 

IhtriuK  IhU  yvsr  lh«  ('uuuvll  ntMl* 
»|it>IU'«li»n  (■>  Ihi)  Q«u>vn  In  ffrani  lh«m  (li» 
yrimnil*  IwlnnKlnK  to  llin  lll»uk  Krlnr*, 
l}rlu(  tit  tk«  (oulh,  li«i|w»i>n  lh«  ('iiwg»t« 
•ml  (III*  liiwn  w»ll,  lu  liiillil  »n  hti*|>lt»l 
lhi>r»<in  for  lli«  jMHir  i  iinil  •!*»  Ik*  Klrk< 
<>f.|'l«l<l,  wllk  nil  tka  MUninlnK  Imilillnf* 
•n<l  irri)un<l,  l»  •»<'(  lki<r*  •  |iul)lit'  *rk<Mil, 
t<)gt>tlivr  with  lltDir  rev»iin»*  for  onilowinK 
III*  Mm«.  Tkojr  »l«<),  tX  IIm  *»ni«  tlni«, 
li«M)UKlit  h«r  to  irr»nt  tkrm  th*  ynril*  kntl 
•ita  of  lh«  drejrf^lar*'  nionMlfry,  "  Iwinir 
■onifwlut  (lUtHht  from  tlii<  town,"  for  th« 
|iur|Ni«e  nf  ■  |iul)li<i  burkl-pWc  Tim  (Jurntn,  in  r«|il]r,  Krantml  tka  laat  r«i|uaal,  apiioint- 
inK  tliu  <>ri*yfri«r»'  Yanl  to  li«  ilwotvil  to  tli«  u*a  uf  tka  town  for  tli«  (iwciflitil  |Hir|K)a«t 
•nd  for  tka  rest,  aba  aiiynKvil,  «4i  atMiu  m  auttltii'nt  fiind*  w«ra  aacuraii  for  biiiiilinK  tka 
koafiitnl  Bml  atliool,  timt  ika  woiilil  provitia  •  convitnicnt  lita  for  lltrm.  The  wkola, 
kowDvrr,  w«ra  at  length  maile  over  to  the  n>ii((i*trMte*,  in  tko  jreiir  li'MXI,  for  the  |iur|i<MMa 
■pacifloil. 

(irent  exritement  wm  orrMioned  in  Kdinhurith  %i  thia  time,  by  nn  mt  of  violence 
|ier|)ctnited  by  the  KnrI  of  Ilothwell,  with  the  aid  of  the  Marqui*  IVKIUwuf  and  Ix)nl 
John  (Vldinf(ham.  Tlu>y  broke  o|M<n  the  diHtra  of  Cuthlwrt  ItaniKay'a  hou*o,  in  Ht  Mary'a 
Wynd,  during  the  niKht,  and  mmli<  violent  entry  in  aearch  fur  ki«  daugkter-in-law,  Aliaon 
CraiK,  with  whom  the  Karl  of  Arran  waa  lielieved  to  b«  enamoured,  A  atrong  reinun- 
atrance  wa*  |>ri>*uuted  to  the  Queen  on  thi*  oorniiioii,  U'«e«('hiii)(  her  to  bring  the 
|wr|M>trator*  to  punialiment ;  but  the  matter  wa*  hualuul  up,  with  promiav*  of  amendment. 
Eml)oldi>ned  by  their  impunity,  liothwell  and  hia  accomplicoN  proceeded  to  further  violenoa. 
They  n«aenibltd  in  the  publiu  itreeta  during  the  night,  with  many  of  their  friend*.  Gavin 
llnmiltoD,  abUit  of  Kilwinning,  who  had  joined  the  reforming  |>arty,  reaolved  to  check 
them  in  their  violent  proceeding*.  He  accordingly  armed  hi*  vervanta  and  retainer*  and 
•allied  out  to  oppo*e  them,  and  a  aeriou*  aflfray  took  place  l)vtween  the  Croa*  and  the 
Trone  ;  Nhot  and  bolt*  flew  in  every  directiou  ;  the  burghvra  were  miiRtered  by  the  ringing 
of  the  town  liella,  and  rival  leader*  were  aallyiug  out  to  the  BMNiMtance  of  their  frienda, 
when  the  Earl*  of  Hurray  and  Iluntly,  who  were  then  re*i(liug  in  the  Ablwy,  muHtered 
their  adherent*  at  the  Queen'*  reque*t,  and  put  a  *top  to  the  tumult.  Bothwell  afterwarda 
ancceaaAilly  em|iloyed  the  mediation  of  Knox,  to  procure  a  reconciliation  with  Oavin 
Hamilton,  the  Karl  of  Arran,  and  other*  of  hi*  antagouiata.' 
Tlie  Parliauteut  met  at  Edinburgh  on  the  2titli  of  May  1503.     It  wa*  the  fir«t  time  that 

•  Knoi't  HUi,  pp.  37»,  2«0.     Ktilb,  toI.  U.  p.  ISO. 
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Queen  Mary  hod  ever  licun  ]>rcient  nt  the  Ai«eni))ly  of  the  Estates,  and  its  proceeding* 
were  conducted  with  unusual  |ioni|).  Tliu  Queen  rode  in  procession  to  the  Tolbooth,  in 
robot  of  ilttte,  with  tlio  crown,  sceptre,  mid  sword  borne  before  her,  cicort«d  by  a  bril- 
liant cavalcade,  and  was  hailed  with  loyal  f^rectingH  as  she  imsscd  along  the  High  Street. 
The  hall  was  crowded  with  the  uoliles  and  other  niutnbers,  in  their  most  costly  habili- 
ments, and  glittered  with  the  gay  trappings  of  the  royal  household,  and  the  splendour 
and  beauty  of  the  Court,  that  surrounded  the  throne.  The  Queen  opened  the  proceediugt 
with  an  addrens  which  won  the  favour  of  her  audience,  no  less  than  her  extreme  beauty, 
so  that  the  people  were  heard  to  exclaim,  "  (>od  save  that  sweet  face  I  Did  ever  orator 
speak  BO  sweetly  ?  "  On  three  succeeding  days  she  rode  thus  to  the  Tolbooth,  greatly  to 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  ]>rcac)ier8,  who  spoke  boldly  "  against  the  superfluities  of  their 
clothes,"  and  at  length  presented  artiides  fur  regulating  apjiarel  and  reforming  other 
similar  enormities.* 

It  may  be  mentioned,  as  characteristic  of  the  times,  that  the  Town  Council,  "  for  the 
satisfaction  of  many  devout  citizens,  and  to  prevent  the  crime  of  fornication,"  enacted, 
about  the  same  ]teriod,  that  all  guilty  of  this  crime  should  be  ducked  in  a  certain  \mi 
of  the  North  Locli,  then  an  impure  {tond  of  stagnant  water,  and  a  pillar  was  erected 
there  for  the  more  cfUcient  execution  of  such  sentences.  The  punishment,  however,  waa 
not  always  reserved  for  such  carnal  offenders,  but  was  a'>'u  enforced  against  the  most 
zeabuB  adherents  of  the  ancient  faith.  In  the  month  of  August,  a  serious  disturbance 
occurred,  in  consc<iueuce  of  the  Queen's  domestics  at  Holyrood  being  found,  during  her 
absence  at  Stirling,  attending  mass  at  tlie  chapel  there.  Patrick  Cranston,  "  a  zealous 
brother,"  as  Knox  styles  him,  entered  the  cha]K;l,  and  finding  the  citar  covered,  and 
a  priest  ready  to  celebrate  mass,  he  demanded  of  them  how  they  dared  thus  openly  to 
break  the  laws  of  the  land?  The  magistrates  were  summoned,  and  ]ieace  restored  with 
difficulty. 

A  much  more  serious  display  of  popular  intolerance  was  exhibited  in  the  year  1505. 
Tlie  period  ap|K>iuted  by  the  ministers  of  the  Congregation  for  the  celebration  of  the  com- 
munion chanced  to  full  at  the  season  of  Easter,  and  as  it  seems  to  have  been  at  all  times 
regarded  as  a  iicculiur  aggravation  of  the  crime  of  "  massing,"  when  it  was  done  at  the 
same  time  as  they  were  administering  the  sacrament,  the  indignation  of  the  reformer! 
was  greatly  excited  by  the  customary  services  of  the  Itoman  Catholics  at  this  period. 
A  party  of  them,  accordingly,  headed  by  one  of  the  bailies,  seized  on  Sir  James  Tarbat,  a 
Catholic  priest,  aa  he  was  riding  home,  after  officiating  at  the  altar.  He  was  imprisoned 
in  the  Tolbooth,  along  with  several  of  his  assistants ;  but  the  {wpulace,  not  content  to 
abide  the  course  of  luw,  brought  him  forth,  clothed  iu  his  sacerdotal  garments,  and  with 
the  chalice  secured  in  his  hand.  He  was  placed  on  the  pillory  at  the  Market  Cross,  and 
exposed  for  an  hour  to  the  pelting  of  the  rude  rabble  ;  tiic  boys  serving  him,  according  to 
Knox,  with  his  Easter  eggs.  He  was  brought  to  trial  with  his  assistants  on  the  following 
day,  and  convicted  of  having  celebrated  muss,  contrary  to  law.  He  was  again  exposed  for 
four  liours  on  the  pillory,  under  the  charge  of  the  common  haugmon,  and  so  rudely 
treated  that  he  was  reiiorted  to  be  dead. 

The  Queen,  justly  exasperated  ut  this  cruel  and  insulting  proceeding,  sent  to  her  friends 
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throu,'<'hoQt  the  country,  requiring  them  to  march  with  their  lulherenti  to  Edinburgh,  to 
reduce  it»  citizeni  to  a  ienie  of  duty ;  but  the  mag>»tratei  having  sent  a  humble  repre- 
sentation to  her  of  their  loyalty  and  desire  to  itay  the  |)npular  violence,  ehe  contented 
herself  with  requiring  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  priHoneri.  The  Queen,  however, 
shortly  after  ordered  the  Provont  to  !«  degraded  from  his  office,  and  another  to  b« 
elected  in  hin  Htcad.' 

On  the  28th  of  July  1506,  Darnley  was  proclaimed  King  at  the  Market  Cross  of  Edin- 
burgh. Tlie  banns  hod  already  been  published  in  the  usual  form  in  the  Canoiigato  Kirk, 
and  on  the  following  day,  being  Sunday,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  was  married  to 
the  Queen,  in  the  cliapel  of  Holyrood  House,  by  the  Dean  of  Itcstalrig.  During  several 
days,  nothing  was  heard  at  the  Court  but  rcyoicing  and  costly  banquets,  while  the  people 
were  treated  with  public  sports,"  The  marriage,  however,  excited  the  strongest  displeasure 
of  the  reformers.  Knox,  on  learning  of  its  proposal,  regarded  it  with  especial  indignation, 
and  in  one  of  his  boldest  and  most  vehement  harangues,  in  St  Qiles's  Church,  challenged 
the  nobles  and  other  leaders  of  the  Congregation,  f(ir  lictruying  the  cause  of  dod,  by  their 
inaction.  "  I  see,"  said  he,  suddenly  stretching  out  his  arms,  as  if  ho  would  leap  from 
the  pulpit  and  arrest  the  possing  vision,  "  I  see  before  me  your  belcagured  camp.  I  hear 
the  tramp  of  the  horsemen  as  they  charged  you  in  the  streets  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  most  of 
all,  is  that  dark  and  dolorous  night  now  present  to  my  eyes,  in  which  all  of  you,  my  Lords, 
in  shame  and  fear,  left  this  town — God  forbid  I  should  ever  forget  it  I  "  He  concluded 
with  solemn  warning  agaiuHt  the  royal  marriage,  and  the  judgments  it  involved.  Buch 
was  his  vehemence,  says  Melvil,  that,  "  ho  was  like  to  ding  the  pulpit  in  blads,  and  flee  out 
of  it  I "  *  Tliis  freedom  of  speech  gave  general  offence,  tmd  Knox  was  summoned  before 
the  Queen ;  he  came  to  Court  after  dinner,  and  was  brought  into  her  cabinet  by  Erskine  of 
Dun,  one  of  the  superintendents  of  the  kirk ;  but  the  presence  of  royalty  was  no  restraint. 
8he  wept  as  siic  listened  to  his  bold  harangues ;  and  he  left  her  at  length,  as  she  yielded 
anew  to  a  passionate  flood  of  tears.  As  he  passed  from  the  outer  chamber,  he  paused  in 
the  midst  of  a  gay  circle  of  the  ladies  of  the  royal  household,  in  their  gorgeous  apparel, — 
and  addressed  them  in  a  grave  style  of  banter  on  the  pity  that  the  silly  soul  could  not 
carry  all  these  fine  garnishings  with  it  to  heaven  I  Queen  Mary  dried  her  tears,  and  took 
no  further  notice  of  this  interview,  but  Knox  must  have  been  regarded  amid  the  gay 
haunts  of  royalty,  at  Holyrood,  like  the  skull  that  checked  the  merriment  of  an  old 
Egyptian  feast. 

Tlic  Queen's  marriage  to  Darnley  was  indeed  fatal  to  her  future  happiness.  He  was 
fully  three  years  younger  than  her,  of  royal  blood,  and  a  near  heir  to  the  Crown  ;  but  in 
every  other  respect  totally  unworthy  of  her  regard.  He  appears  to  have  been  made  the 
complete  tool  of  the  designing  nobles.  On  the  0th  of  March  1500,  the  Queen  was  at 
supper  in  her  cabinet,  ut  Holyroo<l  House,  in  comjiany  with  the  Countess  of  Argyle  and 
Lord  Rol)ert  Stuart,  her  natural  sister  and  brother,  Beaton  of  Creich,  Arthur  Erskine, 
and  David  Riz/.io,  her  secretary,  when  her  husband  Darnley  conducted  a  body  of  armed 
assassins  into  his  apartments  in  the  north-west  tower  of  the  Palace,  immediotely  below 
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■  Knox'i  Hist.,  ;v.  32S,  320. 

*  "The  Buick  of  the  Kirk  of  the  Cansgtit,  July  1565." 

*  Chalmen'a  Queen  Mary,  vol.  i.  p.  116. 


Gdin.  Mug.,  Oct.  1817,  p.  33,  apud  Cbaluiera. 
*  MelvU's  Diary,  p.  26.     Tytler,  vol.  »i.  p.  330. 
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thoifl  of  the  Queen,  and  communicating  with  thorn  by  a  private  Rtnircofle.  Darnley  him' 
self  first  aiccnded  tiie  stair,  and,  throwing  back  the  ta|)CHtry  that  concealed  the  doorway, 
entered  the  small  closet,  still  pointed  out  in  the  north-west  turret,  where  the  Queen  and 
her  guests  were  seated  at  supper.  Ho  threw  his  arm  round  her  waist,  and  seated  himself 
beside  her  at  the  table ;  when  Lord  Iluthvcn,  a  man  of  tall  stnturo,  clad  in  complete 
armour,  and  pale  and  ghastly  from  the  effects  of  disease,  burst  like  a  frightful  apparition 
into  the  room. 

Tlio  Queon,  now  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  sprung  up  in  terror,  and  commanded  him 
instantly  to  depart ;  but  the  torches  of  his  accomplices  already  glared  in  the  outer  chamber, 
and  Durnley,  though  he  afi'uctud  ignorance  of  the  whole  proceedings,  sat  scowling  with 
looks  of  hate  on  their  intended  victim.  The  other  conspirators  crowded  into  the  little 
room ;  and  Uuthvun,  drawing  his  dagger,  attempted  to  lay  hold  of  Rizzio,  who  sprang 
behind  the  Queen,  and  wildly  besought  her  to  save  his  life. 

Ker  of  Fawdunsidc,  one  of  the  conspirators,  held  his  pistol  to  the  Queen's  breast, 
threatening  her  life  if  she  gave  any  alarm.  Darnley  at  length  interfered,  and  grasped  her 
in  his  arms ;  and  George  Uougliis,  snatching  Durnley's  own  dagger  from  him,  struck  at  the 
wretched  Italian  over  the  Queen's  shoulder,  and  plunging  it  in  his  side,  left  it  there.  Ho 
was  then  dragged  through  the  ai^oining  chamlwr  to  the  outer  entrance,  whero  the  Earl  of 
Morton  and  his  associates  rushed  in  and  struck  their  daggers  into  his  body,  leaving  a  pool 
of  blood,  the  marks  of  which,  according  to  popular  tradition,  still  remain  on  tho  floor,  and 
are  pointed  out  by  the  keepers  to  the  credulous  visitor. 

Tlie    Queen   was  kept  a  close  prisoner  in 
,  her    apartment,   while    her   imbecile    husband 

assumed  the  regal  power,  dissolved  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  commanded  the  Estates  immediately 
to  depart  from  Edinburgh  on  pain  of  treason. 
The  Earl  of  Morton,  who  had  kept  guard, 
with  one  hundred  and  sixty  followers,  in  the 
outer  court  of  the  Palace  while  the  assassins 
entered  to  complete  their  nmrderous  purpose, 
was  now  commanded  to  keep  the  gates  of 
the  Palace,  and  let  none  escape  ;  but  the  chief 
actors  in  the  deed  contrived  to  elude  the 
guards,  and,  leaping  over  a  window  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Palace,  they  fled  across  the 
garden,  and  e8Cii))ed  by  a  small  outhouse  or 
lodge,  still  existing,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Queen  Mary's  Biith. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  proprietor  of  this 
house,  that  in  nitiking  some  repairs  on  the  roof, 
which  required  the  removal  of  the  slates,  a  rusty 
dagger  was  discovered  sticking  in   one  of  the 
l)luuks,  and  with  a  portion  of  it  more  deeply  corroded  than  the  rest,  as  though  from  the 

YianKTTi:— Queen  Mary'a  Bath. 
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blood  that  had  been  left  on  its  blade.    This  the  di8Coverer«,  nut  uureaaonably,  believed  to 
have  remained  there  from  the  flight  of  the  murdererH  of  llizzio. 

A  flat  itone,  with  lomu  nearly  obliterutcd  carving  upon  it,  is  pointed  out  in  thepuukge 
leading  from  the  present  quadrangle  to  the  Chapel  of  Holyrood  Palace,  as  covering  the 
remains  of  Uizzio.'  It  forms  a  jNirtion  of  the  flooring  of  the  ancient  Abbey  Cloisters, 
included  in  tlie  modern  portion  of  the  Palace,  when  it  was  rebuilt  by  Charles  II. 

As  Sir  JamcH  Melvil  was  passing  out  by  tiie  outer  gate  of  the  Palace  on  the  following 
morning,  the  Queen  observed  him,  and  throwing  o|)en  the  window  of  her  apartment,  she 
implored  him  to  warn  the  citizens,  and  rescue  her  from  the  traitors'  hands.  On  the  news 
being  spread,  the  common  liell  was  rung,  and  the  Provost,  with  some  hundred  armed 
citizens,  rushed  into  the  outer  court  of  the  Palace  and  demanded  the  Queen's  release. 
Darnlcy  appeared  at  the  window  in  her  stead,  and  desired  them  to  return  home,  assuring 
them  that  he  and  the  Queen  were  well  and  merry.  Tlie  Provost  sought  to  see  the  Queen 
herself,  but  Darnloy  commanded  their  immediate  departure  on  his  authority  as  King.* 
She  was  deterred  by  the  moHt  violent  threats  from  holding  any  communication  with  the 
chief  magistrate  and  citizens ;  and  thuy  finding  all  eflbrts  vain,  speedily  retired." 

Tlie  Queen  succeeded,  soon  after,  in  detaching  her  iml)ecile  husband  from  the  conspir- 
ators, and  escaping  from  the  Palace  in  his  company  at  midnight.  They  fled  together  to 
Beaton,  and  thence  to  Dunbar.  Tlicy  returned  again  to  the  capital  within  five  days,  but  the 
Queen  feared  again  to  trust  herself  within  the  bloody  precincts  of  the  Palace.  She  took 
up  her  residence  in  the  house  of  a  private  citizen  in  the  High  Street,  and  from  thence  she 
removed,  a  few  days  afterwards,  to  one  still  nearer  the  Custle ;  in  all  probability  the  house 
in  Dlyth's  Close,  Castle  Hill,  traditionally  pointed  out  as  the  Palace  of  her  mother,  Mary 
of  Guise,  the  portion  of  which  fronting  the  street  still  remains,  with  the  inscription  upon 
it,  in  antique  iron  letters,  LAVS  DEO.* 

Lord  Ruthvcn  had  risen  from  his  sick-bed  to  perpetrate  the  infamous  deed  of  Rizzio's 
murder ;  he  fled  thereafter  to  Newcastle,  and  died  there.  Only  two  of  the  humbler  actors 
in  it  suflered  at  this  period  for  the  crime,  Tliomas  Scott,  the  sherifi'-depute  of  Perth,  for 
Uuthven,  and  Henry  Yair,  one  of  his  retainers.  The  head  of  the  former  was  set  on  the 
tower  of  the  Palace,  and  that  of  the  other  on  the  Nether  Bow  Port. 

The  jjeriod  of  the  Queen's  accouchement  now 
drew  near,  and  she  gladly  ado]>ted  the  advice  of 
her  Council  to  take  up  her  residence  within  the 
Castle  of  Edinburgh.  There,  in  a  small  apart- 
ment still  pointed  out  to  visitors,  Jumcs  VI. 
first  saw  the  light  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
of  June  1500.  Tlie  room  in  which  the  infant 
was  born,  in  whom  the  rival  crowns  of  Eliza- 
beth and  Mary  were  afterwards  united,  has 
undergone  little  alteration  since  that  time ;  it  is 
of  irregular  shape,  and  very  limited  dimensions,  though  forming  part  of  the  more  ancient 

'  Chttliiierii's  Queen  Mary,  vol.  ii.  p.  IBS.  »  Kiiux,  p.  341.  '  The  Queen's  Letter,  Keith,  vol.  il.  p.  418. 

*  Letters  uf  Kauilulph  to  Cecil,  Wright's  "  (jueou  Eliz»betb  ami  her  Times,"  vol.  i.  p.  'J32. 

VloMKTTK^L'arved  Stone  over  the  entrance  to  the  roj'al  apartments,  Edinburgh  Castle. 
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buildingi  often  before  nied  as  a  royal  reRidonce,  and  in  one  of  the  apartment*  of  which 
the  Queen  Regent,  Mary  of  Guiiie,  expired  only  lix  yean  previou. 

Tlie  greatest  joy  and  triumph  prevailed  in  Edinburgh  on  the  announcement  of  the 
birth  of  an  heir  to  the  throne.  A  public  thanksgiving  was  offered  up  on  the  following  day 
in  St  Oiles's  Church ;  and  Sir  James  Melvil  posted  with  the  news  to  the  English  Court, 
with  such  speed,  that  he  reached  London  on  the  fourth  day  thereafter,  and  spoiled  her 
Miyesty's  mirth  for  one  night,  at  least,  with  the  "  happy  news,'" 

The  birth  of  a  son  to  Darnley  ])roduced  little  chiinge  on  his  licentious  course  of  life. 
By  his  folly  he  had  already  alienated  fVom  him  the  intersets  and  affections  of  every  party ; 
and  the  conspirators,  who  had  joined  with  him  in  the  murder  of  Uizzio,  had  already 
resolved  on  his  destruction,  when  he  was  seized  with  the  smull-pox  at  Glasgow.  From 
this  he  was  removed  to  Edinburgh,  and  lodged  in  the  mansion  of  the  Provost  or  chief 
prebendary  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St  Mary-in-the-Fields,  as  a  place  of  good  air. 
This  house  stood  nearly  on  the  site  of  the  present  north-west  corner  of  Drummond  Street, 
as  is  oseertained  from  Gordon's  map  of  the  city  in  1047,  where  the  ruins  are  indicated  as 
they  existed  at  that  period :  it  is  said  to  have  been  selected  by  Sir  James  Balfour,  brother 
of  the  Provost,  and  "  the  most  corrupt  man  of  his  age," '  as  well  fitted,  from  its  lonely 
situation,  for  the  intended  murder. 

Here  the  Queen  frequently  visited  Darnley.  She  spent  the  evening  of  the  9th  of 
''ebruary  1567  with  him,  and  only  left  ot  eleven  o'clock,  along  with  several  nobles  who 
had  accompanied  her  there,  to  be  present  at  an  entertainment  at  Holyrood  House. 

The  Earl  of  Bothwell,  whose  lawless  ambition  mainly  instigated  the  assassination,  had 
obtained  a  situation  for  one  of  his  menials  in  the  Queen's  service,  and  by  this  means  he 
was  able  to  obtain  the  keys  of  the  Provost  of  St  Mary's  house,  and  cause  counterfeit 
impressions  to  be  taken.'  He  hud  been  in  company  with  the  Queen  on  the  10th,  at  a 
banquet  given  to  her  by  the  Bishop  of  Argyle,  and  learning  that  she  must  return  to  Holy- 
rood  thot  night,  he  immediately  arranged  to  complete  his  murderous  scheme. 

Bothwell  left  the  lodgings  of  the  Laird  of  Ormiston  in  company  with  several  of  his  own 
servants,  who  were  his  sole  accomplices,  shortly  after  nine  o'clock  at  night.  They  passed 
down  the  Blackfriars'  Wynd  together,  entering  the  gardens  of  the  Dominican  monastery  by 
a  gate  in  the  enclosing  wall  opposite  the  foot  of  the  Wynd ;  and  by  a  road  nearly  on  the 
site  of  what  now  forms  the  High  School  Wynd,  they  reached  the  postern  in  the  town  wall 
which  gave  admission  to  the  lodging  of  Darnley.  Bothwell  joined  the  Queen,  who  was 
then  visiting  her  husband,  while  his  accomplices  were  busy  arranging  the  gunpowder  in 
the  room  below ;  and,  after  escorting  her  home  to  the  Palace,  he  returned  to  complete  his 
purpose.  It  may  be  further  mentioned,  as  an  evidence  of  the  simple  manners  of  the  period, 
that  when  Bothwell's  servants  returned  to  his  residence,  near  the  Palace,  after  depositing 
the  powder  in  Darnley 's  lodging,  they  saw  the  Queen, — as  one  of  them  afterwards  stated 
in  evidence, — on  her  woy  back  to  Holyrood  "  gangand  before  them  with  licht  torches  as 
they  came  up  the  Black  Frier  Wynd."*  So  that  it  would  appear  she  walked  quietly 
home,  with  her  few  attendonts,  through  these  closes  and  down  the  Canongate,  at  that  late 
hour,  without  exciting  among  the  citizens  any  notice  of  the  presence  of  royalty. 


>  Keith,  vol.  ii.  p.  434. 

*  Robsrtaon'o  Hist.,  vol.  ii.  p.  3S4, 


*  Laing,  vol.  ii.  p.  296. 

*  Pituirn'a  Criminal  Trials,  vol.  i.  part  ii.  p.  499, 
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A  loud  exploiioD  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  while  it  ihook  the  whole  town  and 
■tartled  the  inhabitants  from  their  ilecp,  latisfled  the  coniipiratore  that  their  plot  had 
succeeded.  Au  arch  still  exists  in  the  city  wall,  behind  the  Infirmnry,  described  by  Arnot 
as  the  door-way  loading  into  the  Provost's  house,  which  was  built  against  the  wall.  Ita 
position,  however,  is  Airther  to  the  oast  than  the  house  is  shown  to  have  stood ;  and 
Malcolm  Laing  sup|)os«s  it  to  have  been  a  gun-|H)rt,  connected  with  a  projecting  tower, 
which  formerly  existed  directly  opposite  lloxburgh  Street ;  but  its  appearance  and  position 
ore  much  more  those  of  a  doorway,  and  no  port-hole  resembling  it  occurs  in  any  other 
part  of  the  wall.  In  a  drawing  of  the  locality  at  the  time  of  the  murder,  preserved  in  the 
State  Ptt])er  Office  (a  fac-simile  of  which  is  engraved  in  Chalmers's  Life  of  Queen  Mary), 
the  ruins  of  the  Provost's  house  seem  to  extend  nearly  to  the  projecting  tower,  so  that  the 
tradition  is  not  without  some  appearance  of  probability. 

The  murder  of  Henry  Stuart,  Lord  Darnley,  proved  fatal  to  the  hapless  Queen  of 
Scotland.  She  took  rei\ige  for  a  time  in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  only  left  it,  on 
the  urgent  remonstrance  of  her  Council,  who  dreaded  injury  t^)  her  health  Arom  her  "  close 
and  solitary  life." 

On  Saturday,  the  12th  of  April,  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  was  arraigned  in  the  Tolbooth, 
on  the  charge  of  the  murder,  but  no  evidence  appeared  against  him,  and  he  was  acquitted. 
It  is  not  our  province  in  this  history  to  follow  out  the  narrative  of  his  forcible  ravishment 
of  the  Queen,  and  the  fatal  consequences  in  which  she  was  thereby  involved.  On  the 
16th  of  June  1667,  she  surrendered  to  the  Earl  of  Morton,  at  Carbery  Hill,  near  Mussel- 
burgh. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  before  the  captive  Queen  entered  Edinburgh,  but  she  was 
recognised  as  she  passed  along  the  streets,  and  assailed  with  insulting  cries  from  the  rude 
populace.  She  was  lodged  in  the  Black  Turnpike,  the  town  house  of  the  Provost,  Sir 
Simon  Preston.*  This  ancient  and  most  interesting  building  stood  to  the  west  of  the 
Tron  Church,  occupying  port  of  the  ground  now  left  vacant,  as  the  entrance  to  Hunter 
Square,  and  the  site  of  the  corner  house.  Miiitland  describes  it  as  a  "  magnificent  edifice, 
which,  were  it  not  partly  defaced  by  a  false  wooden  front,  would  appear  to  be  the  most 
sumptuous  building  perhaps  in  Edinburgh."  The  views  that  exist  of  it,  show  it  to  have 
been  a  stately  and  imposing  pile  of  building,  of  unusual  height  and  extent,  even  among 
the  huge  "  lands  "  in  the  old  High  Street.  At  the  time  of  its  demolition,  in  1788,  it  was 
believed  to  be  the  most  ancient  house  in  Edinburgh. 

Here  Queen  Mary  passed  the  night,  in  a  small  apartment,  whose  window  looked  to  the 
street ;  and  the  first  thing  that  met  her  eye  on  looking  forth  in  the  morning  was  a  large 
white  banner,  "  stentcd  betwixt  two  speors,"  whereon  was  painted  the  murdered  Darnley 
with  the  words,  "  Judge  and  revenge  my  cause,  0  Lord."  Tlie  poor  Queen  exclaimed  to 
the  assembled  multitude, — "  Good  people,  either  satisfy  your  cruelty  and  hatred  by  taking 
away  my  miserable  life,  or  release  nio  from  the  hands  of  such  inhiunan  tyrants."  Some 
of  the  rude  rabble  ogain  renewed  their  insulting  cries,  but  the  citizens  displayed  their 
ancient  standard,  the  Blue  Blanket,  and  ran  to  arms  for  her  deliverance ;  ond  had  not  the 
confederates  removed  her  to  Holyrood,  on  pretence  of  restoring  her  to  liberty,  she  might 
probably  have  been  safe  for  a  time  under  her  burgher  guards. 

'  Sm  the  VloNETTE  at  the  head  of  this  Chapter. 
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The  confederate  lordt,  a«  loon  as  tliey  had  got  Quocn  Mary  lafely  Iwlgud  in  Ilolyroml 
Houie,  formed  thcmtolvcii  into  a  council,  and  at  onoo  drew  up  and  lignud  an  order  for  her 
impriiionincnt  in  IxM'h  licven  Caatle.  It  wait  in  fact  only  giving  efluct  to  their  prcviou* 
reiolutioni.  The  name  night  iilie  wa*  haiitiiy  conveyed  from  the  I'ahtce,  di*guiiied  in  mean 
attire,  and  compelled  to  ride  a  diRtnnce  of  thirty  miles  to  the  icone  of  her  captivity. 

On  that  night — the  Ktth  of  June  lAfl7— nho  l)ade  a  final  farewell  to  the  Palace  of 
Holyrood,  and  to  Hcotland'a  Crown.  Her  fUrther,  hiitory  doc*  not  come  within  the 
province  of  our  MemoriaU,  though  her  memory  iitill  dwellK  amid  thcie  ancient  acenes, 
and  the  itrangcr  can  never  tread  the  ruined  aiiilcfi  of  the  Old  Abbey  Church,  without  aome 
palling  thought  of  the  gifted  and  lovely,  hut  moit  unfortunati'  daughter  of  Jamea  V.— 
Mary  Queen  of  ScotH. 


VioJiCTTi— Tower  of  Old  City  W»ll  in  tlie  V«nn«l, 
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FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  JAMES  V/.  TO  THE  RESTORATION  OF 

CHARLES  11. 


I  UUINU  the  luug  iiiiiiiirity  I 
I  of  Jnmci)  VI.  thnt  lac- 
luoedeil  the  lurcod  nlxlicHtion  of 
Qnecn  Mary,  hi*  reHidvnce  wrh  ahnutt  entirely 
'  lit  8tirlin((,  niiil  EilinhnrKli  reiwcd  to  be  enlivened 
witli  the  ))rcMence  of  royalty,  though  it  was  itill 
the  iceno  uf  ninny  uf  the  |irinci|iiil  went*  connected  with  the  national  biitory  of  the  period. 
Immediately  on  the  dc])nrturo  of  the  Queen  from  Hidyrood,  diligent  iiearch  wan  made 
throughout  the  city  for  the  nnirdorcr*  of  Dnrnley.  Selmittian,  a  French  attendant  of  the 
royal  household,  and  C'H|)tnin  William  Dlnrkndder,  were  seized  and  loilged  in  the  TollM>oth: 
and,  M  appeam  l>y  the  llccnrd  of  the  I'rivy  Council,'  three  other*  were  nhortly  aftcrwarda 
placed  in  the  lanio  durance  on  thin  chnrge.  HehnHtian  contrived  to  eiicape,  hut  the  othen 
were  ordered  "  to  he  put  in  the  irinn  and  tormentid,*  for  furthering  of  the  tryall  of  the 
veritie;"  and  although  they  perKiHicd  in  denying  all  knowledge  of  the  crime,  they  were 
drawn  backward  on  a  cart  to  the  CrouR,  and  there  hanged  and  tpiartered  on  the  24th  of 
June  1607.' 

The  Magistrateit  of  Edinburgh  had  obtained  from  Queen  Mary  a  ratification  of  their 
long-coveted  BUperiority  over  the  town  of  Lcith ;  but  they  had  never  been  able  to  avail 
thcmBelves  of  it  to  any  practical  end.  They  now  took  advantage  of  the  general  confuoion 
to  assert  their  claims ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  July,  the  Provost,  Bailies,  and 
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••  MMMOKIAl.S  Oh-  KDiMtURdt/. 

|)niti<iin<t  mii»ti<rpil  ilitf  whnlx  liiirKlivr  ftiri'o  of  ih«  ritjr,  iirni<»l  hihI  ri|iM|i|i«<i|  in  wurllli*  %tfVf, 
nnd  timrrliixl  nt  ihi'ir  lu'itil  to  tlii<  l.irikii  nf  l<<'llli.     I'rcini  tti4>iiri<  iIid  mii|{i«lritli>«  |)^K<««llf■l| 

to  ilii>  liiwii,  mill  "  lii'M  itn mrl  ii|m)ii  tlio  Tnlliiiyili  lUir  nT  Iii'ilh,  nnil  rri'nti'il  lii»ih«>«, 

i«rK<'nrit«,  i'l<'rk«,  nml  iliniintnr*,'  nml  tuok  |iiiii«'««liih  lliori'of  ttjr  vlrhin  nf  thi'ir  iiidiflniiint 
irnttlo  liy  tli<<  fjiii'<'ir>t  !()'»<'•<  I<>  tliPtn."'  Tim  miiipriiirity  tlni*  •'■iiililialii<<l,  i!iintinii<>i|  (o  Int 
niniiitniiii<<|,  ntli'ii  willi  i|i'*|iotiu  rigour,  iiiilil  llin  iiuli'|)anii«iita  nf  li«itli  wm  Mcurttd  \iy  the 
HurKli  Iti'form  hill  of  In:i:I. 

On  lliK  'i'ii\  of  AiiKUKt,  till*  Knrl  of  Miirrny  wii*  iiivKitKil  with  th«  dignity  of  ltK|;»tit, 
Mini  |iro('|itniitlioii  of  tliii  miiiiit  inniU)  nt  tin*  (Voiit  of  K<liiiliiirKh|  with  ^rvtA  iiiiiKnilli'<<iirii 
Mini  tnlriiinity.  In  hi*  *lron){  Imnil,  thi>  ■n>|itr«  wm  %\i%\n  nwiiycil  for  h  liri<'f  |M<ri)H|  with 
«m'h  itcrii  rijioiir,  m*  rluM'kcil  the  tiirliiiU'iit  fiu'lioii*,  niitl  rrnlorvd,  to  it  \nu<Ai  rxlcnt,  trnii- 
ijuilllty  to  the  |>»'o|il".  Iliit  hi^  rrjjcncy  wait  of  Itrirf  'liirnlinii ;  hi' fell  by  the  hand  of 
•n  MiMiin  in  tho  month  of  iluiiuiiry  IA7l),  nnil  thu  Knrl  of  l,><iiiiox  ■iici-t>i<d<*d  to  hi* 
otlli'«.  II«  wn«  liiirii'd  ill  Ht  (lilvii'ii  Cliiircli,  and  a  nioiiiinit'iit  i>ri'<'ti<<l  to  hi*  memory 
ill  tha  touth  trniio'pt,  whii-h  ri>niaint*d  a  point  of  |i<>riiliar  nltrai'tion  in  thu  old  falirir, 
until  it  WM  mott  Iwrliarotiitly  iluinolixlii'd,  diirint;  tlin  allvrationa  I'tlVi'tcd  on  the  Imililiiig 
in  IN'^0. 

Thu  C'Mtlo,  atthi*  tinip,  wa*  hi>ld  hy  Hir  Williimi  Kirkaldy  of  (>ran({<>,  whoatill  wlherfd 
to  the  QiiMn'a  party  i  and  he  ahundaiitly  nvnilcd  hinintdf  of  the  iinnettled  atate  of  aflTair* 
to  Nlri'nKthen  IiIn  ponilion.  lie  had  nfixiMl  all  provinionit  liroiij^ht  into  lj<Mth,aiid  raiivd  and 
trained  aoldicra  with  littlu  inti'rriipliun.  On  the  'JHth  of  March  1A7I,  ho  took  forcible 
IHiMetaion  of  Ht  (iili't'a  Clinrfh,  ami  manned  the  uteeple  to  keep  the  citiiini*  in  awe  i*  and 
n((nin  on  the  Ut  of  May,  tlio  Piikc  of  Cliati'lhcrault,  haviii)(  eiitcrod  the  town  with  mtO 
men,  the  men  of  war  in  the  iteiple,  "  Ninppit  all  the  pendia  nf  the  kirk/  for  keepint; 
thairof  aKaiiin  my  Lord  Ui't^ont,"  and  ininu'diute  preparation*  were  made  for  tha  defence 
of  thu  town.  Troop*  crciwiU'd  into  the  rily,  and  other*  miutered  a^ainit  it,  the  lle^ent 
iK'inp:  bout  on  holding  a  rnrlinnicnt  there.  The  Kxtate*  a<>iordin)(ly  M*«nibled  in  the 
CaiiutiKate,  without  thu  wall*,  but  within  the  lilH>rtie*  of  the  city,  which  extended  to 
Ht  John'*  Cro**,  and  n  battery  wa«  erected  for  their  protection,  upon  "  the  Dow  (,'rai((* 
nbono  the  Trinity  College,  buNidu  Edinburgh,  to  ding  and  aeige  the  north-ea*t  quarter  of 
tha  burgh."* 

The  plocu  indicated  in  obviou*ly  that  |)ortion  uf  thu  Culton  Hill  where  the  hou*e  of  the 
guvernor  of  the  jnil  now  NtnndM,  a  nioNt  coninianding  po*ition  fur  the  piirpoie  in  view ; 
from  thix  an  nlinoHt  cnn*tiint  firing  wu*  kept  np  on  the  city  during  the  Hitting*  of  the  I'ur- 
liiuncnt.  Thu  opposite  party  retaliated  by  crciting  ii  battery  in  the  Uliickfriarx  (the  old 
High  Hchoul  Yard),  from  which  they  greatly  damaged  the  Iioumc*  in  the  Canoiigate,  while 
the  Nether  How  Tort  was  built  up  with  itonc  and  lime,  the  more  effeetiially  to  exclude 
them  from  the  uxual  |)liu'e  of  meeting. 

Diligent  preparation*  were  made  for  the  defence  of  the  town  after  thu  Parliament  had 
withdrawn.  On  the  Gth  of  ,)une,  conimundmcnt  wiis  given  "  by  the  lord*  of  the  nobility 
in  Edinburgh,  to  tir  and  tak  down  i\\\  the  tyinnier  work  of  all  houHc*  in  Leitli  Wynd  and 


'  i.t.,  Jiiilgai  ur  iloumtn,  latterly  litngnivn, 

>  tki<l,  p.  203. 

*  Moat  probably  trum  tb«  Oaallo  Iht,  i.e.,  Blaok  Ci«li(. 


*  I)iuni»l  i)f  Oceiirraiila,  p.  117. 

*  i.i.,  Broka  nut  lo(i|>-hi>l«a  In  tha  araheil  roof, 

*  Ulurnal  of  Uceurranta,  p.  !il3. 
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fUiK't  M«ry**  Wyiwl.  UurlAil  to  thii  li«l|>lnK  <vf  thli  ImrxtiK."  Ami,  •ii»in,  »■)  Ih*  Nlh, 
lh»y  i'«iw#il  ilut  il.M<f«  nixl  wliiiJow»  of  nil  ilio  iftii'iiK'HU  "II  «h<'  *i'««  »lilu  iif  HI  Mary't 
Wyriil  ici  U  '■  bijotil        '♦••"I  I'I'Hilt,"  M  wll  ••  "«lt«'i'  K'«'»'  |'r»|iiifi»u..n«  f.ir  livrum-ii. 

(Nilhii  amh  riK.fwt.  ,lliri'«  |(iiuv«  iif  ItrMa  iiriliiiiiM-x  w«'r*  ttioiiiitml  nu  Hi  Utiva'*  aUapU, 
anil  iIh'  holiltira  i  i  u  iimjily  .luriil  wilh  |iri>vi«iipn»  nml  utiiiiiuniiinii  fur  II*  tlpfi-mt",  aikI  all 
th«  w«IU,  fi(aae«,  mul  |M>rla,  wrn'  i«k»*"  "  n»*l'"  I'lKU"  •••'I  ri|Miiril  i  "  ami  *iiliiii  •  Urn  lUya 
•ftar,  tha  wh'ili'  iiKTilmnta  •mi  i'r»n»iiiau  rriimiii.iiK  In  elia  Imrtfli,  mualitrt«|  t<i  »  "  wa|ipln< 
ai'lmwiriK"  In  llim  (JrayfViMn'  t'liiinliyiiril,  ami  «nK»K«'l  '"  »'*•  *"'•  •"•''•'  lli«  <''«|it»lM  of  tha 
C'aatla  lu  tin*  nrrviiit  of  tlia  (^iwaii.' 

Whan  all  »*\^n  niaana  fatlaH,  an  inK<-niiiua  |il<it  wa«  il«vi*«il  for  lakinif  tha  Natliar  Ihiw 
Port  by  a  •trmiHifam,  m'arly  ainiilar  to  that  liy  *hii'h  th.'  t'aatia  waa  rucvarad  In  IIMI,' 
but  tha  aniliiiwh  waa  tliafovarvil  by  rhama,  ami  ibu  •ilu'inn,  lia|i|iily  for  thu  ritiivna, 
dafaatad.  Innmailiataljr  thervaftar,  "  tha  l<<iriU  ami  ('N|)lain  of  thu  CaalU  i-aiuit  biK  ana 
naw  port  at  tba  Ni>tlii<r  boll,  within  tin*  atihl  |i<irt  of  Ilia  ■aiiio,  of  aialvr  wnrlt,  in  ilm  niaipit 
atrviithio  niaiicr  I  ami  luik,  to  bii(  tlin  mtiiiyii  wilh,  all  Ilia  ai«l«r  atania  that  Alexniiihir 
Clark  li«iil  KAil'larit  ^  tht  kirk  0/  H,»la/n^  to  Imk  hia  lion*  wiili."'      Thia  inttTaatinif 

nolaliiiii  »u|)|)lit'a  th«  (latti  tiK  nrrclion  of  thu  arcoml  Nt'llnT  Ihiw  I'ort,  nml  at unia  for  ita 

|Mi«itiun  U'liiml  the  lino  (irUir  rily  wall  1  ax  thi>  oriKinnl  gniu  in  t'oniinuiition  of  Nt  Mary'a 
Wyml  wiiulil  havo  to  b«  retuinail  ami  ilvfi'mh'tl,  whihi  thu  iiuw  worka  wi'ri<  K*>>t)i(  "H  within. 
On  tho  i>arlior  aita,  but,  w»  may  |iri'i<iiimt  to  aoim*  cxIiMit  nt  Ivaat,  with  tiirau  aaiiiu  inateriaU, 
thu  rainotia  old  "  Ti'iii|ilu  ttar  of  Kdiiibur|{li,"  vin*  nttiiin  rvhuill  in  thu  furni  ri'iiruicntod  in 
thu  i<iiKravinj(,  in  llm  yvnr  hUMl. 

At  a  atill  Inti'r  dnto,  tho  «nnii<  |inrtifa,  in  thoir  anxiety  to  ilofi'iid  Ihia  itii|iortniit  |in«a, 
"  cnuait  all  tho  houaaia  of  l.i'itli  utid  Hain't  Mnritt  Wyiidia  hoidia  to  Im>  tatui  doiin  I  " 
Thu  Karl  of  Mar  waa  no  h>ai«  xunloiia  in  hia  |iru|)nrntion«  for  it*  aaaniilt,  llu  citUKi'd  trciichoa 
to  Ih)  coat  up  in  tho  I'lunaamv,  fur  iiino  picivH  of  lnrf(u  and  kiiihII  ordniincc,  nnd  itiounlud 
othura  on  Hnliabury  ('ra|{x,  "to  diii((  KilinhurKh  with,"  ao  that  thu  pour  biirxhrrx  of  ilmt 
i|iiartvr  luuat  hnvu  foumi  K"*>d  rvaaon  for  wialiiiif;  the  aio^u  t<>  drnw  to  a  cloao.  I'roviaiona 
fnili'd,  niiMJ  nil  froah  aup|dioa  were  inoat  diiiKt'iitly  intort'cptuili  military  law  pruviiilud  in  ita 
utinoat  riKour,  nnd  thu  aulu  appoarnnru  of  Ihcir  enjoying  a  moinent'a  ciimu  iN-uiira  in  tho 
atntutuont,  that  "  nochtthvlua  I  lie  romniivria  thiiirin  abaid  pnlicutliu,  ami  iitit  nil  pluaouria 
quhilkia  wuro  wont  to  bu  uait  in  thu  niunotli  of  Muij  in  nid  tyniua,  viis.,  Ilobin  lliidu  und 
Litill  Johtif." 

Tliia  frightful  fituto  of  nfl'iiira  wna  nt  length  brnU)|;ht  to  n  ('hnc,  witli  little  ndvantngu  to 
vithor  pnrly  ;  nii«l  on  thu  2*th  of  July  \C)7'2,  thu  whole  artillery  nbout  tho  wnlU,  on  tiiu 
atecplu  head  of  Nt  Oilva'*,  nnd  thu  Kirk-of- Field,  were  removed  to  thu  Cnxtle,  nml  the  (/'roxa 
bcin^  moat  hononrnbly  \n\un  with  tii|ie*tr)',  11  truce  wiix  prucluinied  by  the  hurnldx,  with 
lound  of  truinpetri,  nnd  tho  hearty  coti^'raliilntioiiM  of  the  people.' 

In  Ihu  inoiitli  of  Au^uxt  Knox  returned  to  Kilinbiir^li,  uttur  an  nbaeiieu  of  nuurly  two 
ycura.  Hix  life  wax  drnwin;;  rnpidly  to  u  eloxe,  nml  on  the  "4lh  of  Movetiilxr  l.'iT:^  ho  ex- 
pired in  liix  Kixiy-xeventh  year.  111*  body  wn*  interred  in  thu  L'hurehyiird  of  Ht  Gilex,  nnd 
wiia  attended  to  thu  grnvu  by  n  nuiueroux  concoiirxu  of  people,  ineliidin};  iniiny  of  thu  chief 


■  Dliiriml  <if  (Iccurrruta,  pp.  'i2U,  3;|ll,  SSI. 
•  Uliiriml  iif  Dcciirri'iiU,  p.  241. 


•  Anto,  p.  », 

*  ll.iJ,  p.  3ll«. 
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nobility.  Tlic  siniplo  doge  pronouuccd  by  the  Ilcgcnt  over  liii*  grave,  Iioh  boon  rcincnibered 
from  itH  pointed  force — "  Tliere  lies  he  who  never  feared  the  fiice  of  nmn."  The  old  church- 
yard  hnn  long  since  been  paved,  and  converted  into  the  rurlinuient  8<|uure,  imdull  evidence 
of  the  spot  lost.  It  cannot  but  excite  surprJHc  that  no  effort  sliould  have  been  made  to 
preserve  the  remains  of  the  Reformer  from  such  desecration,  or  to  point  out  to  posterity 
the  site  of  his  resting-place.'  If  the  tradition  mentioned  by  Chambers '  may  be  relied  upon, 
that  his  burial  ]ilace  was  a  few  feet  from  the  front  of  the  old  pedestal  of  King  Charles's 
■tatue,  the  receut  change  in  the  position  of  the  latter  must  have  placed  it  directly  over  his 
grave ; — perhaps  as  strange  a  monument  to  the  Great  Apostle  of  Presbyterianism  as  fancy 
could  devise  I 

On  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  Morton  was  elected  Regent,  and  the  brief  truce 
speedily  brought  to  a  close.  Within  two  days  thereafter,  Kirkaldy  sallied  out  of  the 
Castle  towards  evening,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses  on  the  south  side  of  the  Castle  rock ;  a 
strong  wind  was  blowing  at  the  time  from  the  west,  and  the  garrison  of  the  Castle  kept 
up  a  constant  cannonade,  so  as  to  prevent  any  succour  being  attempted,  so  that  the  whole 
mass  of  bouses  was  burnt  down  eastward  to  Magdalen  Chnpel, — a  piece  of  useless  cruelty, 
that  gained  him  many  enemies,  without  answering  any  good  purpose. 

The  English  Queen  now  sent  Sir  William  Drury,  with  a  body  of  troops  and  a  train 
of  artillery,  to  assist  the  Regent  in  reducing  the  Castle,  the  last  stronghold  of  the 
adherents  of  Queen  Mary.  The  fortress  was  gallantly  defended  by  Sir  William  Kirkaldy, 
and  the  siege  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  memorable  in  its  history.  The  narrative  of  an 
eye-witness,  given  in  Holinshed's  Chronicles,  shows,  even  by  its  exaggerated  descriptions, 
the  difBculties  experienced  by  the  besiegers.  It  is  understooil  to  have  been  written  by 
Thomas  Churchyard,  the  poet,  who  was  present  at  the  siege,  and  has  been  reprinted  in  the 
Bannatyne  Miscellany,  accompanied  by  a  remarkably  interesting  bird's-eye  view  of  the  town 
and  Castle  during  the  siege,  engraved,  as  is  believed,  from  a  sketch  made  on  the  spot. 

In  anticipation  of  the  siege,  the  citizens  erected  several  strong  defences  of  turf  and 
faggots,  so  as  to  protect  the  Church  and  Tolbooth.  One  is  especially  mentioned  in  the 
Diurnal  of  Occurrents,  as  "  biggit  of  difiet  and  mik,'  betuix  the  thevis  hoill,  and  Bess 
Wynd,  tua  eln  thick,  and  on  the  gait  betuix  the  auld  tolbuyth,  and  the  vther  syid  tua 
speir  heicht."*  About  three  weeks  later,  on  the  17th  of  January,  "  the  nobility,  with 
my  Lord  Regent,  passed  through  St  Giles's  Church,  at  an  entrance  made  through  the 
Tolbooth  wall  to  the  laigh  council-house  of  the  town,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tolbooth, 
and  there  choose  the  Lords  of  the  Articles,  and  returned  the  same  way.  The  Earl 
of  Angus  bore  the  Crown,  the  Earl  of  Argyle  the  Sceptre,  and  the  Earl  of  Morton  the 
Sword  of  Honour.  These  were  made  of  brass,  and  double  overgilt  with  gold,  because 
the  principal  jewels  were  in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  might  not  be  haiV^  So  effectual 
did  these  ramparts  prove,  that  the  Parliumcut  assembled  as  safely  in  the  Tolbooth,  and 
the  people  went  as  quietly  to  church,  as  they  at  any  time  did  before  the  war  began.* 

Tlie  brave  Captain,  Sir  William  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  was  already  short  of  provisions 


1  A  few  paces  to  the  west  of  King  Charles's  atntiie,  there  lias  recently  been  placed  a  Htiiall  Burface*broDzod  stone  in 
the  ground,  with  the  iuitiula  "  J.  K,,"  indicating  tht  Itefunuer'n  burial-place. 

'  Traditions,  vol,  ii,  p.  195,  "  t'.r,,  Turf  and  mud.  *  Diurnal  uf  Uccurrenta,  p,  3'J2. 

'  Diunial  of  Occurrents,  p.  334.  'Journal  uf  the  Siege.  Banuatynn  MIhc,  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 
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when  the  iiego  commenced,  and  all  further  giippliei  were  then  conipletoly  out  off  j  yet  he 
held  out  gallantly  for  thirty-three  days,  until  reduced  to  the  last  extremities,  and 
threatened  with  the  desertion  and  mutiny  of  his  men.  The  garrinon  did  not  despair  until 
the  besiegers  had  got  possession  of  the  «i)ur,  within  which  was  the  well  on  which  they 
mainly  depended  for  water.  This  battery  stood  on  the  Esplanade,  nearest  the  town,  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  view  given  at  the  head  of  Ciiapter  III.,  and  wa»  demolished  in  the  year 
1040,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Estates. 

Holinshed  mentions  also  the  spring  at  the  Well-house  Tower,  under  the  name  of  "  St 
Margaret's  Well,  without  the  Castle,  on  the  north  side,"  by  which  some  of  the  garrison 
Buffered,  owing  to  its  being  poisoned  by  the  enemy. 

The  only  well  that  remained  within  the  Castle  was  completely  choked  up  with  the 
ruins,  and  so  great  was  the  general  devastation,  that  when  a  parley  was  demanded,  the 
messenger  had  to  be  lowered  over  the  walla  by  a  rope.'  The  bravo  commander  was 
delivered  up  by  the  English  General  to  the  vindictive  power  of  the  Regent,  and  he  and 
his  brother  James,  along  with  two  burgesses  of  the  city,  were  ignominioualy  "  harlit  in 
cartis  bakwart"  to  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  there  hanged  and  quartered,*  and 
their  heads  exposed  upon  the  Castle  wall.* 

The  Itegent  put  the  Castle  into  complete  repair,  and  committed  the  keeping  of  it  to 
his  brother,  Qeorge  Douglas  of  Parkhead.  He  was  at  the  same  time  Provost  of  the  city, 
though  he  was  speedily  thereafter  deprived  of  tlie  latter  otHce.  Morion  was  now  firmly 
established  in  the  Regency,  and  he  immediately  proceeded  to  such  acts  of  rapacity  and 
injustice  as  rendered  his  government  odious  to  the  whole  nation  ;  until  the  nobles  at  last 
united  with  the  people  in  deposing  him.  He  succeeded,  however,  in  speedily  regaining 
suiScient  influence  to  secure  the  custody  of  the  King's  person. 

The  loyalty  which  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  displayed  at  various  times,  until  the 
King's  full  assumption  of  the  reins  of  government,  obtained  from  him  special  acknow- 
ledgments of  gratitude.  In  1578,  one  hundred  of  their  choicest  young  men  were  well 
accoutred  and  sent  to  Stirling  as  a  royal  guard.*  They  sent  him  also,  at  a  later  period, 
costly  gifts  of  plate,  though  they  remonstrated,  with  considerable  decision,  when  he 
attempted  to  interfere  with  their  right  of  election  of  Magistrates ;  apologising,  at  the  same 
tinic^  for  not  sending  the  bailies  to  assign  their  reasons  to  him  personally,  because  two 
of  them  were  absent,  and  "  the  thrid  hail  his  wyfe  rcdy  to  depart  furth  of  this  warld."* 

The  King  at  length  summoned  a  Parliament  to  assemble  at  Edinburgh  in  October 
1570,  and  made  his  first  public  entry  into  his  capital.  He  was  received  at  the  West  Port 
by  the  Magistrates,  under  a  i)all  of  purple  velvet ;  and  an  allegory  of  "  King  Solomon 
with  the  twa  wemen,"  was  exhibited  as  a  representation  of  the  wisdom  of  Solomon ;  after 
which  the  sword  and  sceptre  were  presented  to  him.  At  the  ancient  gate  in  the  West  Bow, 
the  keys  of  the  city  were  given  him  in  a  silver  basin  with  the  usual  device  of  a  Cupid 
descending  from  a  globe,  while  "  Dame  Music  and  hir  scolhirs  exercisit  hir  art  with  great 
melodic."  At  the  Tolbooth,  he  was  received  by  three  gallant  virtuous  ladies,  to  wit,  Peace, 
Plenty,  and  Justice,  who  harangued  him  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Scotch  languages ;  and, 
as  he  approached  St  Giles's  Church,  Dame  Religion  showed  herself,  and  in  the  Hebrew 
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tongue  desired  hii  presence,  which  he  obeyed  by  entering  the  Church.  After  sermon,  n 
more  lively  representation  was  prepared  fur  him ;  Bacciius  appeared  on  the  Cross  distribut- 
ing his  wine  freely  to  uU ;  tlie  streets  through  which  he  passed  wore  strewed  with  flowers, 
and  hung  with  tapestry  and  painted  hiHtories ;  and  the  whole  fanciful  pageant  wound  up 
with  a  very  characteristic  astrological  display,  exhibiting  the  coi\junction  of  the  planets,  in 
their  degrees  and  places,  as  at  his  Majesty's  happy  nativity,  "  vividly  represented  by  the 
assistance  of  King  Ptoloniu  I  "  * 

The  King  then  passed  on  to  his  Palace  of  Holyrood,  attended  by  two  hundred  horse- 
men, and  the  Parliament  assembled  immediately  after  in  the  Tolbooth,  and  continued  its 
deliberations  there  for  some  weeks.  The  influence  of  Morton  had  been  rapidly  lessening 
with  the  King,  while  the  number  and  power  of  his  enemies  increased.  Towards  the  close 
of  1680,  he  was  arraigned  to  stand  his  trial  for  the  murder  of  Darnloy ;  and  he  was  executed 

the  following  year  by  an  instrument  called 
the  Maiden,  a  species  of  guillotine  which  he 
had  himself  introduced  into  Scotland.  His 
head  was  placed  on  the  Tolbooth,  and  his 
body  ignominiously  buried  at  the  Borough 
Muir — the  usual  place  of  sepulture  for  the 
vilest  criminals. 

Considering  the  high  hand  with  which 
the  civic  rulers  of  the  capital  contrived  to 
carry  nearly  every  point  during  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  it  is  astonishing  how  speedily 
James  VI.  brought  them  into  subjection.  He 
interfered  constantly  in  their  elections, 
though  only  with  partial  success,  and  used 
their  purse  with  a  condescending  freedom 
that  must  often  have  proved  very  irritating. 
They  were  required  to  maintain  a  body-guard 
for  him  at  their  own  expense ;  and  whenever 
it  suited  his  Majesty's  convenience,  were  commanded  to  furnish  costly  entertainments  to 
foreign  nobles  and  ambassadors.' 

In  October  1589,  the  King  suddenly  sailed  from  Leith  to  bring  home  his  Queen,  Anne 
of  Denmark,  leaving  orders  of  a  sufficiently  minute  and  exacting  nature  for  their  honour- 
able reception  on  his  return.  One  of  the  first  articles  requires,  that  the  town  of  Edinburgh, 
the  Canongate,  and  Leith,  shall  be  in  arms,  ranked  on  both  sides  of  the  way  between 
Leith  and  Holyrood  House,  to  hold  off  the  press ;  and  the  Council  are  directed  to  deal 
earnestly  with  the  town  of  Edinburgh  for  providing  ships  and  all  other  necessaries. 

Various  acts  of  the  Town  Council  show  the  straits  they  were  put  to  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this.  "  The  Baillies  were  ordained  to  pass  through  their  quarters,  and  borrow 
fra  the  honest  nychtbouris  thairof,  ane  quautitie  of  the  best  sort  of  thair  naiperie, 
to  serve   the  strayngeris  that  sail  arryve  with  the  Queue."      Orders  were  given  for 
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the  Nether  Bow  to  be  repoired— bonfires— "  a  propyne   of  «ne  jowell  to  the  Qaenit 
grace,"  &c.  Ac. 

Tlie  King  and  Queen  at  length  arrived  at  Leith  on  the  Ist  of  May  1690,  and  remained 
in  "  the  King's  work  there"  till  the  flth  of  the  month,  while  the  Palace  of  Holyrood  was 
getting  ready.  On  the  17th  of  May  the  Queen  was  crowned  in  Holyrood  Abbey,  Mr 
Robert  Bruce  pouring  upon  her  breast  "a  bonye  quantitie  of  oyll,"  and  "Mr  Andro 
Meluene,  principall  of  the  CoUedge  of  the  Theolloges,  making  ane  oratione  in  tna  huuder 
Lateine  verse  I" 

The  second  day  they  at  length  entered  the  capital,  the  manner  of  approaching  which 
from  the  Palace  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  a  key  to  the  usual  route  pursued  on  similar 
occasions.  "  At  her  comming  to  the  south  side  of  the  yardes  of  the  Canogit,  along  the 
parke  wall,  being  in  sight  of  the  Caotlo,  they  gave  her  thence  a  great  volcy  of  shot,  with 
their  banners  and  ancient  displays  upon  the  walls.  Thence  she  came  to  the  West  Port," 
where  she  was  received  with  a  Latin  oration,  so  that  the  royal  procession  must  have  skirted 
along  the  whole  line  of  the  more  modern  city  wall,  where  Lauriston  now  is.  At  the  West 
Port  they  were  welcomed  with  even  more  than  the  usual  costly  display.  The  same  variety 
of  allegories  and  ingenious  devices  had  been  prepared.  An  angel  presented  the  keys  to  her 
Majesty ;  she  rode  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  eight  horses,  decorated  with  velvet  trappings, 
richly  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver,  and  was  attended  by  sixty  youths,  as  Moors,  with 
chains  about  their  necks,  and  gorgeously  apparelled  with  jewels  and  ornaments  of  gold. 
The  nine  muses  received  them  at  the  Butter  Trone,  with  very  excellent  singing  of  psalms. 
At  the  Cross  she  had  another  "  verie  good  psalme,"  and  then  entered  8t  Giles's  Church, 
where  a  sermon  was  preached  before  their  Majesties.  Numerous  allegories,  goddesses,  Chris- 
tian virtues,  and  the  like,  followed.  Indeed,  from  the  inventory  furnished  by  a  poet  of  the 
period,  the  wide  range  of  classic  fancy  would  seem  to  have  been  ransacked  for  the 
occasion : — 

To  recrent  hir  hie  renoiin, 
Of  ciirioiia  tilings  thair  wea  all  aort, 
Tho  ataira  and  lioiiaes  of  the  toun 
With  Tapeatrlea  mm  apred  athort, 
Quhair  Hiatorit'a  men  micht  hehauld, 
With  Imagea  and  Anticka  auld. 


It  written  wea  with  atorios  mae. 
How  Vkhvs,  with  a  thiinilring  thud, 
Incloa'd  AcilATM  and  Ena«, 
Within  a  mekill  niiatie  clud : 
And  how  fair  Anna,  wondniua  wraith, 
Deplora  hir  sister  DiOOS  duith. 
•  tt  •  « 

Ixiox  that  the  qubeill  dois  ttirne 
In  Hell,  that  ugly  hole,  so  mirk  ; 
And  Erostratvk  quha  did  bume 
The  costly  fair  Ephxbian  Kirk  : 
And  Bliadkr,  quho  falla  in  aoun 
With  drawing  bucket*  up  and  down. 
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All  oiirioiin  |uutlmM  Riiii  ciininitii, 

Ciiil  lie  iiniiginrit  Ini  inHii, 

Wm  to  b«  lana  on  Killnbiirgh  gHita, 

Km  time  that  hrniiltie  bogkn  : 

Vu  might  liiiK  linrcl  iin  aiinla  itrelt, 

Trim  ineliHlla  and  miislok  •w*lt.> 


u 
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And  80  the  poet  goes  on  through  thirty-four  Rtaniiiis  of  like  quaint  description.  At  the 
Nether  Bow,  after  a  representation  of  marriage  had  been  enacted  before  them,  there  was 
let  down  to  the  Queen,  by  a  Rilk  string,  from  the  top  of  the  Port,  a  box  covered  with 
purple  velvet,  and  with  her  Mf^jcsty's  initialM  wrought  on  it  in  diamonds  and  precious 
stones, — a  parting  gift  from  tlie  good  town.  More  very  good  psalms  followed,  and  so 
they  rode  home  to  the  Palace,  well  pleased,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  with  the  day's  entertain- 
ments.' 

A  few  days  after,  the  Magistrates  entertained  the  Danish  nobles  and  ambassadors,  with 
their  numerous  suitea,  at  a  splendid  banquet,  "  maid  at  the  townis  charges  and  expensis,  in 
Thomas  Aitchisoun's,  master  of  the  Cunzio  hous  lugeing,  at  Todrik's  Wynd  fute," — a  well- 
known  building,  the  massive,  polished,  ashlar  front  of  which  still  presents  a  prominent 
object  amid  the  faded  grandeur  of  the  Cowgatu. 

The  records  of  the  Town  Council  contain  some  curious  entries  regarding  this  feast.  The 
wine  and  ale  seem  to  have  formed  nearly  as  important  an  item  in  the  account  as  they  did 
in  FalstafTs  tavern  bills  I  My  Lord  Provost  undertakes  to  provide  "  naiprie"  on  the 
occasion,  and  if  needs  be,  to  advauce  "ane  bunder  pund  or  mair,  as  thai  sail  haif  ado;" 
and  the  treasurer  is  directed  "  to  ngrie  with  the  fydleris  at  the  bankit,  and  the  samen  sail 
be  allowit  in  his  compts."^ 

The  Lord  High  Treasurer's  accounts  are  equally  minute,  testifying  to  the  truth  of  an 
expression  used  by  James  on  the  occasion,  that  "  a  King  with  a  new  married  wife  did 
not  come  hame  every  uayl"  e.g.,  "Item,  be  his  Grace  precept  and  special  command, 
twentie-thrie  elnis  and  ane  half  rcid  crammosie  velvet,  to  be  jowppis  and  breikia  to  his 
Majesties  four  laquayis.  Item,  for  furnessing  of  fyft«ne  fedder  beddis  to  the  Densis 
[Danes]  within  the  Palicc  of  Htilierudhous,  fra  the  fourt  day  of  Maij  1500,  to  the  auchtene 
day  of  Julij  ;  takand  fur  ilk  bed,  in  the  nicht,  tua  schilling!"  &c. ;  the  whole  winding  up 
with  an  item,  to  James  Nisbet,  jailor  of  the  Tolbuith,  for  his  expenses  In  keeping  sundry 
witches  there,  by  his  Majesty's  orders. 

Few  incidents,  which  are  very  closely  connected  with  Edinburgh,  occurred  during  the 
remainder  of  the  King's  life,  until  his  accession  to  the  English  throne.  In  1596,  owing  to 
a  disagreement  between  him  and  the  clergy,  a  tumult  was  excited,  which  greatly  exasper- 
ated him,  so  that  he  ordered  the  Parliament  and  Courts  of  Justice  to  be  removed  from 
thence,  and  even  listened  to  the  advice  of  several  of  his  nobles,  who  recommended  him 
utterly  to  erase  the  city  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  erect  a  column  on  the  site  of  it,  "as 
an  infamous  memorial  of  their  detestable  rebellion!"  The  magistrates  made  the  most 
abject  offers  of  submission,  but  King  James, — who,  with  all  his  high  notions  of  prerogative, 
enjoyed  very  little  of  the  real  power  of  a  king,  so  long  as  he  regained  in  Scotland, — waa 
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very  willing  to  make  the  moat  of  siiih  nii  occHNinn  rh  thii,  and  rcmitined  for  a  lime  inexor- 
able. The  niajj^JHtrates  were  required  to  Hiirrender  thcnmelveii  prJNonerH  nt  Perth,  and  one 
of  them  having  failed  to  appear,  the  town  wan  denonneed,  the  iiihabitautH  declared  rebels, 
and  the  city  revenues  gcquextrated  to  the  King'ii  use. 

The  magiotratea  at  length  went  in  a  body  to  the  Palnoo  of  HolynxMl  Houmc,  and,  kneel- 
ing before  him,  made  offer  of  Huch  conoexNionH  at  the  indignant  monarch  was  pIcaHcd  to 
accept.  One  of  tlie  cimditionR  bound  them  to  deliver  up,  for  the  King'n  ."''lo  uho,  the 
houfieg  in  their  kirkyard,  occupied  by  the  town  miniHtorfi,  which  wax  acror'iingly  done,  and 
on  the  site  of  them  the  Parliament  IIoiiMe,  which  still  standx  (though  recently  entirely 
remodelled  externally),  was  afterwards  built.  They  also  agreed  to  pity  tc  him  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  merks,  and  so  at  length  all  difficulties  were  happily  H<ljuHted  between 
them,  and  the  city  restored  to  its  ancient  ]irivilcgcs. 

After  the  execution  of  the  famous  Earl  of  Gowry  and  his  brot'  -  «»  Perth,  their  dead 
bodies  were  brought  to  Edinburgh  and  exposed  at  the  Market  Cross,  hung  in  chains.  From 
that  time,  James  enjoyed  some  years  of  tranquillity,  living  at  Holyrood  and  elsewhere  in 
such  homely  state  as  his  revenues  would  permit;  and  when  the  extravagance  of  his 
Queen, — who  was  a  devoted  patron  of  the  royal  goldsmith,  George  Hcriot, — or  his 
own  narrow  means,  rendered  his  housekeeping  somewhat  stinted,  he  was  accustomed 
to  pay  a  condescending  visit  to  some  of  the  wealthier  citizens  in  the  High  Street  of 
Edinburgh. 

An  interesting  old  building,  called  Locklmrt's  Court,  Niddry's  Wynd,  which  was 
demolished  in  constructing  the  southern  approach  to  the  town,  was  especially  famous  as 
the  scene  of  such  civic  entertainment  of  royalty.  We  learn,  from  Moysea^a  Memoira,  of 
James's  residence  there  in  lOUl,  along  with  his  Queen,  shortly  after  their  arrival  from 
Denmark,  and  their  hospitable  reception  by  Nicol  Edward,  a  wealthy  citizen,  who  was 
then  Provost  of  Edinburgh.' 

His  visits,  also,  to  George  Hcriot  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  and,  as  tradition  reports, 
he  made  no  objection  to  occasionally  discussing  a  bottle  of  wine  in  the  goldsmith's  little 
booth,  at  the  west  end  of  St  Giles's  Church,  which  was  only  about  seven  feet  square.' 

The  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1003,  produced  a  lively  excitement  in  the  minds  both 
of  King  and  people.  The  anticipation  of  this  event  for  years  had  gradually  ])repared,  and 
in  some  degree  reconciled,  the  latter  to  the  idea  of  their  King  going  to  occupy  the  throne  of 
"  their  anld  enemies  of  England,"  but  its  injurious  influence  on  the  capitixl  could  not  be 
mistaken.  On  the  Slst  of  March  the  news  was  proclaimed  at  the  City  Cross  by  the  secre- 
tary Elpliinstone,  and  Sir  David  Lin<lsuy,  younger,  the  Lyon  King. 

King  James,  before  his  departure,  attended  public  service  in  St  Giles's  Church,  where  he 
had  often  before  claimed  the  right  of  challenging  the  dicta  of  the  preachers  from  the  royal 
gallery.  An  immense  crowd  assembled  on  the  occasion,  and  listened  with  deep  interest  to 
a  discourse  expressly  addressed  to  his  Majesty  upon  the  important  change.  The  King  took 
it  in  good  part,  and,  on  the  preacher  concluding,  he  delivered  a  forewell  address  to  the 
people.  Many  were  greatly  affected  at  the  prospect  of  their  King's  departure,  which  was 
generally  regarded  as  anything  rather  than  a  national  benefit.  The  farewell  was  couched 
in  the  warmest  language  of  friendship.     He  promised  them  that  he  would  defend  their 

■  Moj'sea'i  Memoir*,  [>,  182.  *  Chainbeni'a  Tnulitiuna,  vol.  ii,  p,  210, 


'  !'^ 


!i| 


II: 


■  i  -m 


AfliMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH, 


tiiith  HiichaiiKctl,  niid  nviiiit  tliu  Hcottuh  capital  every  three  ycnm.  He  cninniitted  lii« 
cliildruii,  wIhiiii  he  left  iHiliiiiii,  to  the  cure  of  the  Knrl  of  Mar  ami  otiicra  of  hin  monk 
truiity  nolilcM,  niid  took  \\\*  iK-pnrturu  for  Knglaiul  on  the  0th  of  April  lOO:). 

Tim  noceiitioii  of  JiiniuH  to  the  Eiigliiih  throne  proditccil,  at  the  time,  no  other  change 
on  Eilinhiirgh  thiiii  the  removal  of  the  Court  and  nonie  of  the  chief  nobility  to  London. 
The  King  oontiniiod  to  mnnifuHt  a  lively  intcrenk  in  liiH  ancient  capital;  in  IU08  he  wrote 
to  the  miigixtratcit,  guarding  thuni  in  au  unwoitted  manner  againitt  countenancing  any 
interference  with  tiie  right  of  the  citiKCUit  to  have  one  of  theniNelveit  ohoxeu  to  (111  the  otHtia 
uf  I'rovoHt.  In  tiio  following  year,  he  granted  them  dutiea  on  every  tun  of  wine,  for  8U»- 
taining  the  dignity  of  the  civic  ruler« ;  he  aUo  empowered  the  Frnvoit  to  have  n  Mword 
borne  before  him  on  all  public  occasionH,  and  gave  orders  that  the  magiotratea  ihould  he 
provided  with  gownx,  wimilar  to  tluwc  worn  by  the  Aldermen  of  London. 

It  ia  very  charactoriatic  of  King  Jamea,  that,  not  content  with  iaauing  hia  royal  man- 
date on  this  ini|iortant  occaaion,  he  forwarded  them  two  ready-made  guwna  aa  patterna, 
loat  the  honourable  Corporation  of  the  Tailora  of  Edinburgh  should  prove  uneipial  to  the 
duty.' 

At  length,  after  an  absence  of  fourteen  yearn,  the  King  intimated  hia  gracioua  intention 
of  honouring  the  capital  of  hia  ancient  kingdom  with  a  viait.  He  accordingly  arrived  there 
on  the  loth  of  Mny  1017,  and  waa  received  at  the  Weat  Port  by  the  magiatratea  in  their 
official  roIicH,  attended  by  the  chief  citizens  habited  in  velvet.  The  U)wn-clerk  delivered 
a  moHt  magnificent  nddreaa,  wherein  he  bleaacd  Ood  that  their  eyes  were  once  more  per- 
mitted "  to  feed  upon  the  royal  countenance  of  our  true  pheonix,  the  bright  star  of  our 

northern  firmament Our  aun  (the  powerful  adamant  of  our  wealth),  by  wlioae 

removing  from  our  hemiaphero  we  were  darkened ;  deep  sorrow  and  fear  posaeaaod  our 
hearts.  The  very  hills  and  groves,  accustomed  before  to  bo  refreshed  with  the  dew  of  your 
Majesty's  pretience,  not  putting  on  their  wonted  apparel,  but  with  pale  looks,  representing 
their  misery  for  the  departure  of  their  royal  King.  ...  A  King  in  heart  as  upright 
as  David,  wise  as  Solomon,  and  godlie  as  Josias !  " 

In  like  eloiiucnt  strains  the  orator  proceeds  through  a  long  address,  after  which  the  King 
and  nobility  were  entertained  at  a  sumptuous  banquet,  where  the  City  presented  his  Majesty 
with  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  nierks,  in  double  golden  angels,  tendered  to  him  in  a  gilt 
basin  of  silver.''' 

The  King  had  been  no  less  anxious  than  the  citizens  "  to  let  the  nobles  of  Inglaud 
knaw  that  his  cuntrie  was  nothing  inferior  to  thers  in  anic  respect."  By  his  orders  the 
Palace  was  completely  repaired  and  put  in  order,  ond  the  Chapel  "decorit  with  organis, 
and  utliir  temporall  policie,"  while  a  ship  laden  with  wines,  was  sent  before  him  "  to  lay  in 
the  cavys  of  his  Palicis  of  llalyruidhous,  and  uther  partis  of  his  resort."  * 

A  Parliament  was  held  in  Edinburgh  on  this  occasion,  wherein  the  King  availed  him- 
self of  the  popular  feelings  excited  by  his  presence,  to  secure  the  first  steps  of  his  favourite 
project  for  restoring  Episcopal  government  to  the  Church. 

The  King  at  length  bade  farewell  to  his  Scottish  subjects  in  September  1817,  and 
little  occurred  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Edinburgh  during  the  remainder  of  his 
reign. 


■  Council  Uegiator,  Sept.  7th,  1609. 


Miiitlanil,  |>.  60. 


*  Hint,  of  Juniei  the  S«xt.,  p.  3tf5. 
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In  tlio  fi)llowinK  ycnr,  the  Common  Council  purchBiied  tlio  ulovnted  gronnd  lying  to  the 
■outh  of  th«  city,  «lenoniinatotl  the  High  UijrK*,  on  part  of  which  IleriotV  Hoipitol  wm 
»ftcrw»rili»  built,  nnd  the  Intcst  extcnuion  of  the  city  woU  then  took  plw-o  for  the  purpone 
of  cncloiing  it.  A  portion  of  thin  wall  xtill  formn  tho  wcHtcrn  boundary  of  the  IIoNjiital 
groundu,  terminoting  at  the  hewl  of  tho  Vonnol,  in  tho  only  roniainiug  tower  of  the  ancient 
city  woll.  The  clone  of  the  iucceediug  year  wa»  niKnalincd  by  tho  vinit  of  Hen  Jonion,  on 
his  way  to  Hawthoruden,  the  leat  of  the  poet  Uruninioml,  where  the  memory  of  hift 
retidonce  i*  itill  preitervod. 

The  occc«Hion  of  Chorlei  I.  rvM  marked  by  domanilN  for  heavy  contributionn,  for  the 
pnrposo  of  fitting  out  Hhipi,  and  erecting  forts  for  necuring  tho  coo«ti  of  the  kingdom. 
The  Conmion  Council  of  Kdinburgh  entered  no  zealously  into  thia  meoHure,  that  the  King 
addreiied  to  them  a  *|)ecial  letter  of  thanks  ;  and  as  a  ftirther  proof  of  his  grotituile,  ho 
presented  the  Provost  with  a  gown,  to  be  worn  acconling  to  King  James's  appointment, 
and  a  sword  to  be  borne  before  him  on  all  public  occasions. 

Tho  citizens  were  kept  for  several  years  in  anticipation  of  another  royal  visit,  which 
was  at  length  accomplished  in  1033.  The  same  loyalty  was  displayed,  as  on  similar  ooca- 
aions,  for  receiving  the  King  with  suitable  splendour.  Tho  celebrated  |M)ct,  Urnmmond 
of  Hawthoruden,  was  ap]>ointcd  to  address  him  on  this  occasion,  which  ho  did  in  a 
speech  little  less  extravagant  than  that  with  which  the  town-clerk  had  hailed  his  royal 
father's  arrival. 

Tlie  orator's  poetical  skill  woh  next  called  into  requixition.  The  King  was  received  at 
the  West  Port  by  the  nymph  Edina,  and  again  at  the  Oeerbon  by  tho  lady  Caledonia,  each 
of  whom  welcomed  him  in  copious  verse,  attributed  to  Drumraond's  jieu.  The  members 
of  the  College  added  their  quota,  and  Mercury,  Apollo,  Endymion,  tho  Moon,  and  n  whole 
host  of  celestial  visitants  made  trial  of  the  royal  patience  in  lengthy  rhymes  t 

Fergus  I.  received  the  King  at  the  Tolbooth,  and  "  in  a  grave  speech  gave  many 
paternal  and  wholesome  advices  to  his  royal  successor ; "  and  Mount  Parnassus  was 
erected  at  tho  Trone,  *'  with  a  great  variety  of  vegetables,  rocks,  and  other  decorations 
peculiar  to  mountains,"  and  crowded  with  all  its  ancient  inhabitants.  The  whole  fautastio 
exhibition  cost  the  city  upwards  of  £41,000  Scottish  money!'  Tho  most  interesting 
feature  on  the  occasion  was  a  series  of  tho  chief  works  of  Jnmesone,  the  famous  Scottish 
piiinter,  with  which  the  Nether  Uuw  Port  was  adorned.  This  eminent  nrtiitt  continued  to 
reside  in  Edinburgh  till  his  death,  in  1644.  He  was  buried  in  the  Qreyfriars'  Church- 
yard, but  without  a  monument,  and  tradition  has  failed  to  preserve  any  record  of  the 
spot. 

This  hearty  reception  by  tho  citizens  of  Edinburgh  was  followed  by  his  coronation,  on 
the  18th  of  June,  in  tho  Abbey  Church  of  Holyrocd,  with  the  utmost  splendour  and  pomp  ; 
but  the  King  was  not  long  gone  ere  the  discontents  of  the  people  were  manifested  by  mur- 
muring and  c<  mplnints.  Under  tho  guidance  of  Laud,  Charles  had  resolved  to  carry  out 
the  favourite  project  of  his  father,  for  the  complete  establishment  of  Epincopncy  in  Scot- 
land ;  but  he  lacked  the  cautious  prudence  of  James,  no  less  than  the  wise  councillors  of 
Elizabeth.  He  erected  Ediid>urgli  into  a  separate  diocese,  taking  for  that  purpose  a  por- 
tion of  the  ancient  Metropolitan  See  of  St  Andrews,  and  appointed  the  Collegiate  Church 

■  Maitlanil,  p.  ()3-n9. 
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of  Rt  Oilt'i  M  it*  Cutlii'drnl.  Tlio  cuimiwiticticiM  of  Iiik  cH'orti  aro  wall  known.  Tlio  now 
Ncrviiv-hook,  whicli  liitil  la<un  I'xpri'itiily  propiircd  fi>r  tlio  imo  of  tlio  Hcottiih  Ciiurch, 
WHM,  niXvT  t'onxiilvrnMo  delny,  iirmluued  in  tliu  publiu  turviuot  of  tliu  dny,  on  Hundity, 
23d  July  1AU7. 

In  Ht  GiloN'H  Clitircli,  llio  Dean  a«oondt<<l  tho  r*<adinff-du»k,  arrayod  in  liia  lurplioe,  and 
opened  the  Rorvice-lMidk.  Tlio  church  wa*  crowded  on  thin  nivniorahlu  occaition,  with  tho 
Lord  Chancollor,  the  Lordi  of  tliu  I'rivy  Council,  the  Jiidjfeit  and  Diitho|M,  a*  well  an  a  vant 
multitude  of  tho  people.'     No  nooner  did  tho  IK'ikn  cunitneiice  tho  unwonted  lervioo,  than 

tho  utnioit  coiifiiHion  and  uproar  prevailed. 

Tho  Mervico  beinx  at  n  pauNO,  the  lliihop, 

fVoin  hin  neat  in  the  ^■>ll*)i'yi  called  to  hiiu 

to   proceed    to    the     Collect    of    tho    day. 

"  De'il  colic  tho  wanie  o'  tlieo  I  "  exclaimed 

Jenny  Oeddex,  na  tho  Dean  wan  |irepuring 

!'  to  prm-eed   with  tho   novel  formulaH;   and, 

'^  '    hurling    tho    cutty    «tool,    on    which    ihe 

~"--  gnt,  at  hi«  head,  "Out,"  cried  the,  "thou 

false  thief  I   dost  thou  *ay  mass  at  my  Ing?" » 

Dr  Lindsay,  the  Bishop  of  i.dinburj{h,  now  attempted  to  quell  tho  tumult;  he  ascended 
tho  pulpit,  and  reminded  the  people  of  the  sanctity  of  the  place ;  but  this  only  increased 
their  violence.  The  Archbishop  of  8t  Andrews  and  the  Lord  Chancollor  interfered  with 
as  little  effect ;  and  when  the  Magistrates  at  length  succeeded,  by  flattery  and  threat*,  in 
clearing  the  church  of  the  most  violent  of  the  autlit-nco,  they  renewed  their  attack  from 
the  outnide,  and  assaulted  tho  church  with  sticks  and  stones,  shouting  meanwhile,  Pape, 
I'ape,  Antic/irUt,  pull  him  domi !  The  bishop  was  assaulted  by  them  on  his  leaving  the 
church  J  and,  with  great  dilHculty,  succeeded  in  reaching  his  house  in  the  High  Street. 
Tho  access  to  tho  first  floor  was,  according  to  tho  old  fashion,  still  common  in  that  locality, 
by  an  outside  stair.  As  he  wiw  eiideovouring  to  ascend  this,  one  of  the  rabble  seized  his 
gown,  and  nearly  pulled  him  backward  to  the  street.  An  old  song  i>  believed  to  have 
iH-en  written  in  allusion  to  tills  allVay,  of  which  only  one  verso,  referring  to  this  scene,  hat 
been  preserved : — 

Put  the  guwn  iipiin  the  blihnp, 
TImt'.i  lii*  inillurVilua  o' knavMhlp; 
Jenny  Uc(l<li'ii  wan  tliu  gciuip, 
Put  the  guwn  U|iuii  the  biilmp. 


The  poor  Bishop  at  length  reached  the  top  of  tho  stair  j  but  there,  when  ho  flattered 
himself  he  was  secure  of  immediate  shelter,  he  found,  to  his  inconceivable  vexation,  that 
the  outer  door  was  locked;  and  he  had  again  to  tirn  round  and  try,  by  hi«  "lociuence,  to 
mollify  the  wrath  of  his  unrelenting  nssailants.  Often  did  he  exclaim,  in  answer  to  their 
reproaches,  that  "  he  had  not  the  wyte  of  it,"  but  all  in  vain  ;-  he  was  hustled  down  again 
to  the  street,  and  wa!<  only  finally  rescued,  when  in  danger  of  his  life,  by  the  Earl   of 


'  Haitland,  p.  71. 


•  U.  Liing,  upuU  CarlyU'i  Crurawall,  toI.  I.  p.  137. 
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Wemyii,  hi*  next  door  n«iKli>Niiir,  who  leiit  a  party  of  tervanti  to  liU  aid,  and  had  tha 
uiifurtiinate  prelate  liroiiKht  to  tho  iliultvr  of  the  Karl'*  own  niatiiion.' 

In  tho  Uruyfrinr*'  Chiirrh  tho  lurv ice-hook  nii>t  with  a  iiiniihir  reception,  whila  moat 
of  the  other  clergy  prudently  delayed  itn  uite,  till  they  «hould  umi  how  it  waa  reliibed  by 
the  people.  Thii)  nicmorahle  day  wan  afterward*  diNtinKiiiNhcd  hy  the  name  of  Stonmf 
Sunday,* 

"  The  immortal  Jeuet  Oeddin,"  aa  «hu  i«  ityled  in  a  pamphlet  of  the  |)ori(Ml,  lurvived 
long  after  her  heroic  onitlnuglit  on  the  Dean  of  Edinhurgh.  Hhe  kept  a  cabbage-itall  at 
the  Trou  Kirk,  aa  late  aa  1001,  and,  notwithntaiiding  the  icepticiHm  of  lonie  lealoua 
inveatigatom,  the  tiocioty  of  Antii|uarie«  for  Hvotland  ttill  ahow,  in  their  muaeum,  her 
formidahio  weapon— the  cutty  itool, — with  which  thia  heroine  (truck  the  initial  itroke  In 
the  great  civil  war.' 

The  niultitudeit  of  all  rankn,  who  a|)eedily  aaiembled  in  Edinburgh,  determined  to  unite 
for  mutual  protection.  They  formed  a  league  for  the  defence  of  religion,  each  aection  being 
claaitilled  accortling  to  their  ranka,  and  thui  arowe  the  fnmouit  conunitteet  called  the  Four 
Taulrh.  On  tho  royal  edict  for  the  maintenance  of  the  iierviue-book  being  proclaimed  at 
the  Market  C'roaa,  on  the  Utjd  February  1038,  a  aolemn  protect  wai  read  aloud  by  aome  of 
the  chief  noblemen  of  that  party  deputed  for  that  purpoite,  and  Ave  dayn  afterwardx,  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  clergymen  and  othera  a««embled  at  the  Tailunt'  Hall  (a  fine 
old  building  itill  exiating  in  the  Cowgato),  and  took  into  conaidcration  the  Covknant  that 
hud  been  drawn  up. 

Thia  important  document  waa  |>reHentcd  to  a  vaiit  multitude,  who  a«8omblod  on  the 
following  day  in  the  Qreyfriara'  Church  and  Churchyard.  It  wa8  lolemnly  read  aloud,  and 
after  being  Kigncd  by  the  noblea  and  othcrn  in  the  church,  it  wan  laid  on  a  flat  tombstone 
in  the  churchyard,  and  eagerly  aigned  by  all  runkn  of  the  people.  Tho  parchment  on  which 
it  waa  engroMsed  was  four  feet  long,  and  when  there  whh  no  longer  ri>om  on  either  aide  to 
write  their  names,  the  people  BubMcribed  their  initinU  round  the  margin. 

Tho  Manic  National  Covenant,  when  renewed  at  a  later  date,  waa  placed  for  signature 
iu  an  old  mansion,  long  afterwards  used  as  a  tavern,  and  which  still  remains  in  good 
preservation,  at  the  foot  of  the  Covenant  Close,  as  it  has  ever  since  been  culled. 

In  the  year  1041  Charles  again  visited  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  "quieting  distrac- 
tion for  the  people's  satisfaction."  The  visit,  however,  led  to  little  good  ;  he  ofl'ended  his 
friends  without  conciliating  his  enemies,  and  after  another  civic  entertainment  from  the 
magistrates  of  the  city,  ho  bndo  a  final  adieu  to  his  Hcottish  capital.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
fond  of  tho  game  of  golf,  and  tho  folloT^'i-ig  anecdote  is  told  of  liim  in  connection  with  it: — 
While  he  was  engaged  in  a  party  at  this  game,  on  the  Links  of  Leith,  a  letter  was  de- 
livered into  his  hands,  which  gave  him  the  first  account  of  tho  insurrection  and  rebellion 
in  Ireland.  On  rending  which,  he  suddenly  called  fur  his  coach,  and,  leaning  on  one  of  his 
attendants,  and  in  great  agitation,  drove  to  the  Palace  of  IIolyroo<l  House,  from  whence 
next  day  ho  set  out  for  London.* 

The  Covenanters  followed  up  their  initiatory  movement  in  the  most  resolute  and  effective 

■  (^bunbcn't  Itsbellioni  in  Hcotlanil,  vul.  i.  p.  6A.  '  Arnut,  p.  109. 

*  Kdiiiburgli'i  Joy,  &c.,  16(11.    ChnmlxTa'i  Minor  Antiq.,  p.  180. 

*  W.  Tytler  of  Wixxlhoiiwlve,  Eiq.,  Arcbnulogia  Scotiua,  Toi.  i.  p.  003.    The  aneolotv  u  to  far  iooorrwt  u  tu 
C'barlei'a  iiuiueiliate  ilupartuii*  U>r  I.0111I011,  aa  he  ilajre'l  till  the  diaaulution  of  tlie  8oottiah  I'Hrliameut. 
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roaoMr.  TI117  doprivMl  nnil  exmmnuininatiMl  tlio  wholu  UAy  ot  Archl)iiho|M  «nil  Dlihopa, 
abolUheJ  K|ii«L'(i|iiii')r,  nml  all -that  |Hirtniii«il  to  it,  ami  rt"|uiri'i|  uvurjr  on«  to  Kulianriba  tha 
CoTcnant,  under  |iain  of  eiconiinunioatinii. 

Thejr  now  had  recouria  to  arnia.  Ii«'«li«  wai  a|i|iointed  (Icncral  of  Ihoir  force*  1  and  on 
the  2Ut  of  March  Id'M,  they  |iroceeih'd  to  aniault  Kilinlmrgh  Cmtllu,  No  iirovUion  had 
been  nmdu  agninit  itich  an  nttnck,  and  it*  (lovcrimr  mirrrnihTod  nt  Iho  llrit  •tiniinona. 

Earljr  in  KMN,  Olivur  Croniwcll  pnid  hix  tint  vixit  to  K<linl)ur)(li,  after  having  defeated 
the  arnijr  uf  the  Diiko  of  Hamilton.  He  t<Mik  up  hi*  retiilcnce  at  Moray  llouie,  in  tha 
OanonKate,  and  entered  into  coniniunii'nl ion  with  "  the  Lord  ManpiiM  of  Arj^ylo,  and  the 
reat  of  tha  well  alTucted  lionU."  There  he  wn*  viiiited  hy  tin*  Karl  of  lioudon,  the  Chancellor, 
tha  Earl  of  liOthian,  and  numorou*  othent  of  the  nohilily  luid  leading  men.'  The  viiit  waa 
a  peaceable  one,  and  hi*  *tiiy  Itrief. 

On  the  death  uf  hi*  father,  Oharle*  II.  wa*  prorlninuid  KinK  nt  the  ('ron*  of  Edinburgh) 
but  the  term*  on  which  ho  wa*  offered  the  Hcottinh  Crown  proved  little  to  hi*  *Htiiifaotion, 
and  the  Marqui*  of  Hontro«o  «ought  to  win  it  for  him  without  nueh  unpaliitablu  eondition*. 
Ho  completely  failed,  however,  in  the  ntlempi,  ami  w»*  neixed,  while  uneaping  in  tha 
diaguiae  of  a  peaaant,  and  brought  to  Edinburgh  on  the  iHth  of  May  KIOO.  He  waa 
received  at  the  Water  Oate  by  the  magiittratoM  und  an  nrmed  boily  of  the  oitiien*,  and 
waa  from  thence  conducted  in  a  common  cart,  through  the  Cauongute  and  High  Street, 
to  the  T<dbooth  1  the  hangman  riding  on  the  hor«o  l)cforu  him.  He  wa*  condemned  to 
be  hanged  and  quartered,  and  the  Hcnteiioe  whm  executed,  three  dayx  after,  with  tho  moat 
aavage  barbarity,  at  tho  Cro**  of  Ediidiurgh.  Hi*  head  waa  affixed  to  the  Tolbooth, 
and  hi*  aevered  memlwra  *ont  to  lie  cx|M)ficd  in  the  ehief  town*  of  tho  kingdom.'  Tho 
annaU  of  thi*  period  ulwund  with  WheadingN,  hangin<^M,  and  crucltic*  uf  every  kind. 
Nicol,  at  the  very  commencoment  of  hi*  minute  and  intcre*ting  Diary,  record*  that  "thair 
wc«  daylio  hanging,  *kurging,  nailling  of  luggi*,  and  binding  of  pi-pill  to  tho  Trono,  and 
bouring  of  tongue*  I " 

The  King  at  length  agreed  to  Kubiicribc  the  Covenant,  flnding  no  other  term*  could  bo 
had.  On  the  2nd  of  AugUHt,  he  landed  at  lioith,  and  rode  in  Ntute  to  tho  capital.  Ho  waa 
surrounded  with  n  numerous  liody  of  noblcK,  and  attended  by  a  life-guard  provided  by  tho 
city  of  Edinburgh.  Tho  proceMHion  entered  at  the  Water  (iate,  and  rtHlo  up  the  Canongnto 
and  High  Street  to  tho  Castle,  where  ho  was  received  with  a  royal  Kniute.  On  hirt  return 
flrom  thence,  ho  walked  on  foot  to  the  Parliament  Houkc,  where  n  mngntflcent  banquet  had 
been  prepared  for  him  by  tho  Magistrate*.  "  Thereafter  he  went  down  to  Leith,  to  ano 
ludging  belonging  to  tho  Lord  Iinlniarino<'h,  appointed  for  his  rcxait  during  his  aliyding  at 
Leith."  *  Tho  fine  old  mansion  of  this  family  still  stands  at  the  corner  of  Contfleld  Lane, 
in  tho  Kirkgate^  It  has  a  handsome  front  to  tho  east,  ornamented  with  some  curious  spoci- 
roens  of  tho  debased  style  of  Gothic,  prevalent  in  tho  reign  of  James  VL 

The  arrival  of  the  parliamentary  forces  in  Heotland,  and  the  march  of  Cromwell  to 
Edinburgh,  produced  a  rapid  change  in  atluirs.  "  The  enemy,"  says  Nicol,  "  placed  their 
whole  horso  in  and  ulwnt  tho  town  of  Restalrig,  the  foot  at  that  place  called  Jokis  liodge, 
and  the  cannon  at  the  foot  of  Salisbury  Hill,  within  tho  park  dyke,  and  played  with  their 
cannon  against  the  Scottish  leaguer,  lying  in  Saint  Leonard's  Craigs."    The  English  army, 

■  OuUirla'i  Miinoin,  p.  2S8.  •  Nfool't  Olary,  p.  Vi.  •  Ibl<l,  p.  31. 
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M  ii  well  known,  fiillowi>il  ili«  Hciitliuli  forfeit  uniirr  l^ilia,  in  all  thair  muvitm«<nt«,  m  that 
tliKjr  wore  c>nrikni|H)tl  at  varioti*  tinu'i*  all  Miiml  tlm  rity.  Onu  ((Mtt  is  partirularly  (mintMl 
out,  imnimliatuly  to  tlia  wvntwanl  of  CnlthriilKt',  wliuru  L'roniwi'U't  forvi'it  lay  on  the  riling 
Krotitiil  nil  nroiinil,  ami  only  «i>|inrnli'i|  from  tlu>  rruiliyttrian  army  l)y  tliu  Wator  of  Liith 
nnil  the  mariliy  flfliU  alon^  it*  liniikn.  l(iM)i<litirn  IIounc,  a  wry  intiTfutinK  old  manaion, 
wlicru  t'romwvll  i«  miIiI  to  liavu  |ihk«i'iI  thu  nixlit  'vhiia  tlm  army  lay  i>niani|M)tl  in  ita  neigh* 
iMiurliootI,  itill  ri'mainn,  bfariuK  tliu  ilalu  lOti'J  over  it*  iirincipal  entrance.  In  levelling 
one  of  the  n(>i)(lil>ouriiiK  moumU  mimi'  yoam  nincu,  lonie  atone  cofHna  were  found,  ami  ■ 
largo  quantity  uf  liunniii  lM)n<m,  evidently  of  a  very  ancient  ilate,  a*  tlioy  crumliled  to  piorea 
on  being  ex|io«ed  to  the  air  t  liut  the  tradition  of  the  neighlMmring  hamlet  ia,  that  they 
wore  the  remaina  of  aomu  of  Cr<miwi>ira  tr(K)|iera.  Our  informant,  the  preaent  intelligent 
oci'U|innt  of  |{oavliurn  iloiiae,  nwhtioneil  the  eiirioua  fact,  that  among  the  remaina  dug  n|>, 
then*  were  the  bone*  of  a  human  leg,  with  IVugmenta  of  a  wooden  coffin  or  caae,  of  the 
re<|uiaito  dimenwiona,  in  which  it  hud  evidently  been  buried  apart. 

The  battle  of  Dunbnr  ut  length  pliured  the  aouthern  portion  of  tkotland  completely  in 
the  |>ower  of  Cromwell,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  waa  preparing  tu  abandon  the  outer- 
priao,  and  embark  hia  triH)pa  for  Kiigland.  The  magiatratca,  an  well  aa  the  niiniatera  and 
the  principal  inhabitanta,  having  lM>cn  involve<l  in  the  movcmcnta  of  the  defeated  party, 
either  doaerted  thu  town,  or  took  refuge  in  the  Ciiatle  on  the  approach  of  the  viotorioui 
Quiioral. 

Un  the  7th  of  Scptcnilwr  Kli'iO,  Cromwell  entered  Eiiinburgh  at  thu  head  of  hia  army, 
and  took  poaaeaaion  of  it  and  of  thu  town  of  Leith.  The  capital  waa  now  aubjccted  to 
martini  Inw;  thu  moat  ri^id  regulntiona  were  enforced,  auuh  aa,  *'  that  upone  ony  allarum 
no  inhabitant  luik  out  of  hia  houa  upone  piiyne  of  death,  or  walk  on  the  atreeta  after  top-tow, 
Upone  payno  of  inipriaaonemunt," '  Yet  thu  peuccablu  inhabitanta  found  no  great  roaaon 
to  complain  of  hia  oivic  rule  ;  juatlco  acema  to  have  been  impartially  adminiatered,  though 
often  with  muuli  auvcrity,  and  thu  moat  rigid  diaciplino  enforced  on  the  Engliah  troopa, 
"  U|)on  tho  !i7th  of  Hepteinber,"  aaya  Nicol,  "  by  orderi  of  the  Qencrnl  Cromwell,  thair 
wea  thriu  of  hia  awin  aodguria  auurgud  by  the  I'roveat  Marachellia  men,  from  the  Stone 
Chop  to  thu  Neddir  Dow,  and  bak  ngane,  for  plundering  of  houaaia  within  tho  tonn  ;  and 
nnc  uther  aodger  maid  to  rydu  tlie  Meir  at  thu  Crocu  of  Etlinburgh,  with  anu  pynt  atop 
about  hia  neck,  hia  hnndia  bund  behind  hia  back,  and  muaketia  hung  at  hia  feet,  the  full 
Mpaco  of  twa  houra,  for  being  drunk." '  Thu  aame  puniahmcnt  <if  riding  tho  Mure  remained 
in  force,  aa  a  terror  to  evil  doera,  till  thu  deatruction  of  the  old  citndol  of  the  town-guurd, 
and  all  it»  nruompanimcntH,  in  thu  year  1785. 

The  General  again  took  up  hia  rcaidunco  in  "  tho  Earl  of  Murrio's  honau  in  the  Canni- 
gnte,  where  a  at  rong  guard  ia  appointed  to  keep  conatant  watch  at  the  gate; '"and  hia 
■oldiera  were  quartcrc<l  in  thu  I'alucu,  and  billeted  about  tho  town,  whilo  nt^tivcly  engaged 
in  the  aicgo  of  the  Caatlc.  Tho  guard-houae  waa  in  Dunlmr'a  Cloac,  a  name  which  it 
retaina  from  tho  quarters  it  then  furniahed  to  tho  victora  of  Dunbar ;  and  u  tradition  ia 
preaervcd,  with  conaidurnble  ap|)earaiico  of  prolHibility,  that  a  hnndaome  old  houae,  still 
remaining  at  the  foot  of  Hullara'  Ciosu,  waa  ocuaaionally  occupied  by  Cromwell.     It  ia  a  fine 

>  Niaol't  DUry,  p.  SO.  *  Ibid,  p.  33.     R«a  th«  WiHxtan  Hw«  In  tho  flaw,  aoto,  p.  74. 

*  KiiiK'i  i'aiiiplileU,  npiiil  Carlyl',  vol  i.  p.  37S. 
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iinli(|iii<  iimn*ii)n,  which  luriti*  %  |iriMiiiiii<iit  ffiilitrii  in  lh<<  vii<w  nf  \\w  <)l<l  T>>wn  fVnm 
ihit  nnrtli,  hitviiiK  two  t)<rrii<'ci<l  r>N)f«  nt  ililTcri'nt  i>l<<viitiitii«,  Kii«rilf<l  tiy  m  iiKully  i'ii|i«i| 
|Hirii|M>t  wull,  anii  ('iiiiiiiiMiiiliiiir  mi  vxtniKivM  viaw  of  ihn  I'urth,  wh«r«  lhi>  Kti|{ll*h  KmI 
thvii  Uy. 

Thi<  pri'iti  her*  wrrit  iiivltvd  liy  Cmiiiwi'II  Id  Iomvm  th«  ('mitlo,  mtil  rfttirii  to  Ihmr  |iiil|iit«, 
hut  thi>y  ih'i'liiiflil  to  ri«k  thi<in*(<tvi>4  in  the  li»nit»  of  thr  "  ■•riarivi,"  nimI  Ihi'ir  |)liii-ii«  m*n 
M'ciiriliiiKl.v  lllli'tli  •iiini'tinM'*  hy  lhi>  iiiili'|H>ii<li<iit  |iri'iii'hi'r*,  hut  ofti'iifr  hy  lh«  mhliBri, 
who  uiihui'kU*il  thi>ir  aworiU  in  lhi>  |iiil|iit,  nml  wiflilfil  ihvir  iiiiritUMl  wiiii|hiii*,  K^'Mtly 
to  th«  ■MtiafNclion  of  (tuwiKmI  miiliiMii'CK,  "  ninny  H«-ota  iix|)rc»iti|(  niiii'h  nttvt'tion  at  th« 
(iiN'trini*,  ill  thi'ir  iiDiinl  wny  of  Kroitn*  !  "  '  ('Mniwcll  hini«<lf  in  laiil,  hy  l'iiiki>rton,  to  h«v« 
prfwht'il  in  Kt  Uili'*'*  ChiirchyHnl,  whilti  Duviil,  thi>  mtouiI  lionl  Curd  run*,  wu  liohliug 
forth  nt  lhi>  Troin'.* 

On  the  i:itli  of  Noveinhtir  tlio  PiiIhi'u  of  KolyriKMl  wm  uri'ldtinlMlly  aat  oh  Hr«  hy  tuma 
of  thu  Kniflinh  troo|m  who  wi<ro  i|iiiirti<ri'ii  thi>r»,  hiuI  thi>  wholi<  of  the  itncicnt  I'Hiiir* 
(leitroyt'd,  with  tho  t<xr(>|ition  of  thit  north-wcitt  towi>r«,  ilninhi'il  hy  .Unu'ii  V.  It  a««ni< 
|irol)nhli<  timt  thu  troopa,  thiia  iluprivvtl  of  n  hMl)(int(i  were  itfti<rwnr<i«  iiimrtercil  In  aonie  of 
th«  (icacrtvil  ciiurchva,  Nii-ol  niontioni,  iiiiniviliHtt'ly  nller  the  nolice  of  thia  (Mtciirri'nce,  in 
hia  Diiiry,  lliitt  "  the  CoHckk  Kirk,  thu  Ur«y  Freir  Kirk,  anil  ihitt  Kirk  cHllit  th«  l.mly 
Yeateria  Kirk,  thu  ilio  Ht'iiU>,  niul  m  ({rent  pnirt  of  ilu>  (.'nlh'Ke  of  KilinhiirKh,  wcr  wiiated  i 
their  |>iilpiti>«,  ditakia,  hifii*,  anittea,  mid  hII  tiieir  doforineiitia,  wit  nII  diitiK  doiin  to  the 
groun<l  liy  thi'«t>  IiiKlixeho  aodf(oria,  niiii  hriiit  to  iiaaiiM."  AironiiiiiHlnlion  wna  nt  length 
found  for  llii'tn  in  Heriot'*  llcHpilnl,  tlien  atmidinK  nntliiiahi'd,  owirit^  d*  ('■•'  interruption 
iHTiiaioned  hy  the  wiir ;  nnd  i(  wiia  not  without  eoiiaiiiiernhh>  dillii'iilly  thnt  OenernI  Monk 
WM  poraundrd,  nt  ii  hiter  period,  to  yield  it  up  to  ita  oriKiuitl  pur|H)ae,  on  aiiilahle  hiirrack* 
heinK  provided  eUcwIiere, 

Thu  aicgo  of  thu  t'natle  wna  vigoroiialy  proaeculed  ;  Cromwell  miiatered  thu  colliera  from 
thu  neiKlihouring  pita,  nnd  aet  tlivni  to  work  •  mine  U'low  thu  forliticHtiona,  the  opening  of 
which  niny  atill  he  acen  in  the  IVeeatone  rock,  on  the  aouth  aide,  iicnr  the  new  t'nallo  rnitd, 
Thu  commander  uf  the  fortreaa  nnd  not  been,  nt  thu  tirat,  very  licurty  in  hia  oppoaition  to 
Cromwell,  nnd  tinding  mnttera  ((rowing  thua  dcapernte,  ho  cume  to  term*  with  him,  nnil 
■Bved  the  Cnatle  being  hhiwn  alHiiit  hia  eiira,  hy  reai^nin^  it  into  the  Oencriil'''  hunda. 

One  of  the  enrlieat  proccediuKa  of  the  new  gnrriaun  wua  to  clear  nwny  the  neighbouring 
ohatructiona  thiit  had  ullorded  ahelter  to  themaelvea  in  their  npproachea  during  the  aiegc, 
"  Cuntidcring  that  the  Wey-houa  of  Kdinburgh  wiia  ane  grcut  impediment  to  thu  achottia 
of  the  CikHtell,  the  aamyn  Iwing  hi^rgit  on  the  hie  calaey  ;  thnirfoir,  to  remove  that  impedi- 
ment, UcnernI  Cromwell  guif  urdouria  for  dcnioliaching  of  the  Wey-houae  ;  nnd  upone  the 
luat  day  of  Ducember  1(150,  the  Kiigliachea  hegnn  the  work,  und  tuik  doiin  (he  atupill  of  it 
that  day,  nnd  ao  continued  till  it  wea  rniaed,"'  Wu  lenrn,  from  the  aame  nuthority,  of  thu 
re-ediAcntion  of  thia  building  nflcr  the  UoHtorution,  "  The  Wcy-lioua,  quhilk  wea  de- 
moleiat  by  that  trnitour  Cromwell,  nt  hia  incuming  to  Kdinbiirgh,  eftir  the  feght  of  Diim- 
bar,  liegan  now  to  bo  re-edified  in  the  end  of  August  Ifl(U>,  but  far  inferior  to  the  former 
condition,"*    The  cumbrouH  and  ungainly  building  thua  erected,  remained  nn  encumbrance 


I  Cromwfllianii,  apml  Carlyla'a  li«tt<ir>,  to.,  vul.  1.  p.  Siil. 
'  N  icul'i  Uiwy,  p,  48, 


'  I'inkirUm't  Soottiih  Qalltrj,  L,i>ri(  t'anlroM, 
*  lUd,  p.  3UU, 
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to  the  street,  at  the  head  of  tlie  West  Bow,  till  1822,  when  it  was  hastily  pulled  down,  to 
widen  the  approach  to  the  Castle,  preparatory  to  the  public  entry  of  Qeorge  IV. 

When  the  authority  of  the  English  Piirliamcnt  was  completely  established  in  Edinburgh, 
the  leaders  of  the  army  proceeded  to  arrange  matters  according  to  their  own  views.  Qeneral 
Lambert  applied  to  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh  "  to  appropriate  to  him  the  East  Kirk 
of  Edinburgh,  being  the  special  kirk,  and  best  in  the  town,  for  his  exercise  at  sermon." 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  pulpit  was  thereafter  occupied  by  "  weill  giftit"  captains, 
lieutenants,  and  troopers,  as  well  as  occasional  English  ministers,  while  others  of  the 
troopers  taught  in  the  Parliament  House,*  and  like  convenient  places  of  assembly. 

The  citizens  of  Edinburgh  were  alarmed  at  this  time  by  the  settlement  of  a  numl)er  of 
English  families  in  Leith,  and  proposals  for  the  fortification  of  the  town,  that  threatened 
them  with  the  loss  of  their  highly-prized  claim  of  superiority.  The  question  afforded  matter 
for  appeal  and  tedious  litigation,  and  the  rights  of  Edinburgh  were  only  secured  to  them 
at  last  on  condition  of  their  contributing  £5000  sterling  towards  the  erection  of  a  citadel  in 
Leith. 

The  fortification  which  was  erected,  in  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  was  almost 
entirely  demolished  shortly  after  the  llestoration,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  jealous 
citizens  of  Edinburgh,  who  seemed  to  dread  no  enemy  so  much  as  the  rival  traders  of  the 
neigh'  'iug  port.  The  cemetery  belonging  to  the  ancient  Chapel  and  Hospital  of  8t 
Nicoin^  '  eluded  within  its  site,  and  some  of  the  old  tombstones  removed  to  the  bury- 
ing-^  "   the  'iver  side.     One  small  fragment  of  the  citadel  still  remains  on  the  north 

side  Oi  .  v^uper  Street,  of  which  we  furnish  a  view.     Mnny  still  living  can  remember  it 


to  have  stood  on  the  beach,  though  now  a  wide  space  intervenes  between  it  and  the  new 
docks  ;  and  the  Mariners'  Church,  as  well  as  a  lon^r.  range  of  substantial  warehouses,  have 
been  erected  on  the  recovered  land. 

So  acceptable  hod  the  sway  of  the  Lord  Protector  become  with  the  civic  rulers  of  Edin- 
burgh, notwithstanding  the  heavy  taxes  with  which  they  were  burdened  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  army,  and  the  general  expenses  of  the  government,  that  they  commissioned  a  large 

'  Niool's  Diary,  p.  94. 
ViasmiiK— Citailel,  Leitli. 
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block  of  stono,  fur  tho  purpose  of  erecting  u  coloRnal  Btatue  of  Ills  IlighueBa  in  the  Parliament 
Square. 

The  block  hod  just  been  landed  ou  tho  shore  of  Leitli,  when  tho  news  arrived  of  Crom- 
well'i  death.  Monk  altered  his  policy,  and  the  magittratcs  not  only  found  it  convenient  to 
forget  their  first  intention,  but  with  politic  pliability,  lomo  yearn  after,  they  erected  tho  fine 
equestrian  statue  of  Charles  II.,  which  still  adorns  that  locality.  The  rejected  block  lay 
neglected  on  the  sands  at  Leith,  though  all  along  known  by  the  title  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
till,  in  November  1788,  Mr  Walter  Ross,  the  well-known  antiquary,  had  it  removed,  with 
no  little  difficulty,  to  tho  rising  ground  where  Ann  Street  now  stands,  nearly  opposite  St 
Bernard's  Well.  The  block  was  about  eight  feet  high,  intended  apparently  for  the  upper 
half  of  the  figure.  Tho  workmen  of  the  quarry  had  prepared  it  for  the  chisel  of  the  statuary, 
by  giving  it,  with  the  hammer,  the  8ha])e  of  a  monstrous  mummy,  and  there  stood  the 
Protector,  like  a  giant  in  his  shroud,  frowning  upon  the  city ;  until  after  the  death  of 
Mr  Ross,  his  curious  collection  of  antiquities  was  scattered,  and  the  ground  feued  for 
building.' 

General  Monk,  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  in  Scotland,  having  resolved,  after  the 
death  of  Cromwell,  to  accomplish  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  proceeded  to  arrange  mat- 
ters previous  to  his  march  for  London.  He  summoned  a  meeting  of  commissioners  of  the 
counties  and  boroughs  to  assemble  at  Edinburgh  on  the  15th  of  November  1650;  and  after 
having  communicated  hia  instructions  to  them,  and  received  a  special  address  of  thanks 
firom  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  for  his  many  services  rendered  to  the  city  during  hia 
residence  in  Scotland,  he  returned  to  England  to  put  his  purpose  in  force. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  in  the  following  year,  the  magistrates  sent  the  town-clerk  to  the 
King,  at  Breda,  to  express  their  joy  at  the  prospect  of  his  restoration.  The  messenger 
paved  the  way  to  the  royal  favour  by  the  humble  presentation  of  "a  poor  myto  of  £1000, 
which  the  King  did  graciously  accept,  as  though  it  had  been  a  greater  business  I  " 

The  "  happy  restoration  "  was  celebrated  in  Edinburgh  with  the  customary  civic  rejoic- 
ings, bonfires,  banquets,  ringing  of  bells,  and  firing  of  cannon ;  though  some  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  reconciling  the  soldiers  to  the  unwonted  task  of  firing  the  Castle  guns  ou 
such  an  occasion  of  national  rejoicing.*  There  was  much  wine  spent  on  tho  occasion,  "  the 
spoutes  of  the  Croce  ryning  and  venting  out  abundance  of  wyne,  and  the  Magistrates  and 
Council  of  the  town  drinking  the  King's  health,  and  breaking  numbers  of  glasses ! " 

'  Caledonian  Mereury,  Ndv.  10,  178S.  The  binck  «u  afterwartla  replaced  at  the  end  uf  Ann  Street,  overhinglng 
the  bed  of  the  Water  of  Leitb,  and,  either  b;  accident  or  designedly,  was  ihortly  afterward*  precipitated  down  the  tteep 
bank,  and  broken  in  pieoei.  >  Nicul'e  Diary,  p.  283, 


CHAPTER  VII. 
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rPHE  restoration 

throne  was  nowhere  more  joyously  regarded  ] 
than  in  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Stuarts.  A  Parliament  was  shortly  afterwards  assembled, 
at  which  the  Earl  of  Middleton  presided  as  Commissioner  from  the  King,  and  the  ancient 
riding  of  Parliament  from  the  Palace  of  Holyrood  to  the  Tolbooth,  wns  revived  with  more 
than  usual  pomp  and  display.  Some  of  the  acts  of  this  Parliament  were  of  a  suflSciently 
arbitrary  and  intolerant  character;  but  it  more  concerns  our  present  subject  that  the  Charter 
of  Confirmation  granted  to  Edinburgh  was  ratified,  and  the  city's  ])owcr  of  regality  over 
the  Canongate  confirmed. 

One  of  the  firHt  proceedings  of  this  Parliament  was  to  revoke  the  attainder  of  the 
Marquis  of  Montrose,  and  order  his  dismembered  body  to  be  honourably  buried.  On 
Monday,  7th  January  lOGl,  according  to  Nicol,  the  Magistrates  and  Council  of  Edinburgh 
caused  the  timber  and  slates  nearest  to  that  part  of  the  Tolbooth,  where  the  Marquis's  head 
was  pricked  and  fixed,  to  be  taken  down,  and  made  a  large  scaffold  there,  whereon  were 
trumpeters  and  others  standing  uncovered,  and  waiting  till  his  corpse  was  brought  in  from 
the  Borough  Muir.     Meanwhile,  a  procession,  composed  of  the  chief  nobility  and  Magis- 


VioRtTTC— The  rarliament  Hoiim,  about  1646,  from  i.  Oordon. 
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trHten,  attcn<lcd  by  tho  biirguNRCi  in  arms,  proceeded  to  the  Borough  Muir,  where  the 
Marquid'H  body  wh>  tnkcn  u]i  fmin  it*  ignominiouR  grnvo,  put  into  a  cofBn,  and  born  back 
to  Edinburgh,  under  a  rich  cnnnpy  of  velvet,  amid  munio  and  tiring  of  guna,  uud  every 
denionntration  of  trium|)h.  The  prorcitiiion  stopped  nt  tlio  Tolbooth  until  the  head  wan 
taken  down  and  placed  be«ide  the  bo<ly,  after  which  the  coffin  was  depoiited  in  the  Abbey 
Church  of  Holyrood.' 

The  other  portions  of  tho  Inxly*  were  aficrwardii  collected  and  restored  to  the  coffin,  and 
on  tho  11th  of  May  following,  the  mutilated  rcmaius  of  the  great  Marquis  wer*  brought 
bitck  from  tho  Abbey  in  8olcran  funeral  procession,  and  buried  in  the  louth-eait  aisle  of 
St  Giles's  Church,  "  at  tho  back  of  tho  tomb  whoro  his  grandsire  was  buried,"  and  which 
retained,  until  recently,  tho  name  of  Montrose's  aisle. 

Nicol  furnishes  a  minute  account  of  the  proceedings  on  this  occasion.  The  whole  line 
of  street  from  tho  Palace  to  St  Oilcs's  Church  was  guarded  by  the  burghers  of  Edinburgh, 
Canougate,  Purtitburgh,  and  Potterrow,  all  in  armour,  and  with  their  banners  displayed. 
Twenty^six  young  boys,  clad  in  deep  mourning,  bore  his  arms,  and  were  followed  by  the 
Magistrates  and  all  tho  mcnilMirs  of  Parliament,  in  mourning  habits.  The  pall  was  borne 
by  some  of  tho  chief  nobility,  and  the  Earl  of  Middleton,  His  Miyesty's  Commiisioner, 
followed  as  chief  mourner." 

The  re-establishment  of  Episcopacy,  in  defiance  of  the  most  solemn  engagements  of  the 
King,  put  a  speedy  close  to  the  rejoicings  of  the  Scottish  nation.  The  Magistrates  of 
Edinburgh,  however,  proved  sufficiently  loyal  and  complying.  On  tho  day  of  his  Migesty's 
coronation,  tho  Cross  was  adorned  with  flowers  and  branches  of  trees,  and  wine  freely 
distributed  to  tho  people  from  thence,  by  Bacchus  and  his  train.  After  dinner,  the 
Magistrates  walked  in  procession  to  the  Cross,  "and  there  drank  the  King's  health 
on  their  knees,  and  at  sundry  other  prime  parts  of  tho  city."* 

One  of  tho  first  proceedings  of  the  dominant  party,  was  tho  trial  and  execution  of  the 
Marquis  of  Argyle,  who  was  condemned  in  defiance  of  every  principle  oJ"  justice,  by  judges, 
euch  of  them  more  deeply  implicated  than  himself,  in  the  acts  for  which  ho  was  brought 
to  trial.  He  exhibited  the  utmost  serenity  and  cheerfulness  after  his  condemnation.  Ho 
was  beheaded  by  the  instrument  cnllud  tho  Maiden,  tho  same  that  is  said  to  have  been 
invented  by  tho  Eurl  of  Morton,  and  was  employed  for  his  own  execution.  The  head  of 
Argylo  was  exposed  on  tho  west  end  of  tho  Tolbooth,  on  tho  same  spike  from  which  that  of 
Montrose  had  so  recently  been  removed  with  every  demonstration  of  honour  and  resjiect  j 
a  circumstance  that  illustrates,  in  a  striking  manner,  tho  strange  vicissitudes  attendant  on 
civil  commotions. 

The  most  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  enactments  were  now  enforced,  imposing  exorbitant 
penalties  on  any  one  found  with  what  were  styled  seditious  books  in  his  dwelling;  no  one 

'  Nicol'8  Diwy,  p.  317. 

*  Thoreaby,  the  friend  of  Evelyne,  in  tbe  account  of  hu  Muaeiim,  snys  :— "But  the  mott  noted  of  tU  the  hiinutn* 
ourioalties,  ia  the  hand  and  arm  cut  off  at  the  elbow,  positively  aaaerted  to  be  that  of  the  celebrated  Harquia  of  HontroM. 
It  hath  never  been  interred,  haa  a  severe  wound  in  the  wriat,  and  aeenu  really  to  have  been  the  very  hand  that  wrote 
the  famous  rpitaph  [Oreat,  Oood,  and  Juat]  for  King  Charles  I.,  in  whoae  cause  he  suiTered.  Ur  Pickering  would  not 
part  with  it,  till  the  descent  into  Spain,  when,  dreading  it  should  be  lost  in  his  aluence,  he  preaentud  it  to  this  Repoaitory, 
where  it  haa  more  than  once  had  the  aame  honour  that  ia  paid  to  tbe  greateat  eccleaiaatioal  prinoa  in  tbe  world," — 
Ducatua  Ijendlenaia,  by  Whitaker,  p.  3. 

*  Niool'a  Diary,  p.  330-2.  *  Ibid,  p.  828. 
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WM  iwrtnittod  to  retain  amin  it>  hi*  poiioiiiion  without  %  warrant  flrom  the  Privy  Council  i 
and  religion*  penccutinu  wait  carried  to  iiuch  a  length,  that  the  jicople  wtre  driven  to 
open  roboiiion.  The  connoquonco  of  nil  thii  in  wml  known.  "  Tlie  King'*  Miycity  re- 
solved to  lettle  tiic  Cliurch  government  in  Hcotland,"  but  the  iiettleinent  thereof  proved  a 
muoii  more  impracticable  affair  than  he  anticipated.  One  of  the  flrNt  atepM  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  this,  was  the  consecration  of  BiNhops,  which  took  place  on  the  7th 
of  May  100'.j,  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Holyrood.  On  the  following  d^y,  the  Parliament 
aitMcmblcd,  and  the  Bishops  were  restored  to  their  ancient  privileges  as  members  of 
that  body.  They  all  assembled  in  the  house  of  the  Archbishop  of  8t  Andrews,  at  the 
Nether  Bow,  from  whence  they  walked  in  procession,  in  their  Episcopal  robes,  attended 
by  the  magistrates  and  nobles,  and  were  received  at  the  Parliament  House  with  every 
show  of  honour.* 

The  annals  of  Edinburgh,  for  some  years  after  this,  are  chiefly  occupied  with  the 
barbarous  executions  of  the  Presbyterian  Nonconformists ;  in  1603,  Lord  Warriston, 
an  eminent  lawyer  and  statesman,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  France,  was  delivered  up  by 
Louis  XIV.  to  Charles  IL  Ho  was  sent  to  Edinburgh  for  trial,  and,  though  tottering  on 
the  brink  of  the  grave,  was  condemned  and  executed  for  his  adherence  to  the  Covenant; 
the  only  mitigation  of  the  usual  sentence  was,  permission  to  inter  his  mutilated  corpse  in 
the  Qreyfriars'  Churchyard.  Others  of  humbler  rank  were  speedily  subjected  to  the 
same  mockery  of  justice,  torture  being  freely  applied  when  other  evidencb  failed,  so  that 
the  Grassmarket,  which  was  then  the  scene  of  public  executions,  has  acquired  an  interest 
of  a  peculiar  character,  from  the  many  heroic  victims  of  intolerance  who  there  laid  down 
their  lives  in  defence  of  liberty  of  conscience. 

The  Bishops,  as  the  recognised  heads  of  the  ecclesiastical  system,  in  whose  name  these 
^vranuical  acts  were  perpetrated,  became  thereby  the  objects  of  the  most  violent  popular 
httiv  In  1008,  Archbishop  Sharp  was  shot  at,  as  he  sat  in  his  coach  ot  the  head  of  Black- 
friurs  Wynd.  The  Bishop  of  Orkney  was  stepping  in  at  the  moment,  and  received  five 
balls  in  ( liferent  i)w*°  '^f  '.;*  body,  while  the  Archbishop,  for  whom  they  were  intended, 
escaped  nnaurc,  Tlio  most  rigid  search  was  immediately  instituted  for  the  Msassin.  The 
gates  of  the  city  were  closed,  ami  none  allowed  to  pass  without  leave  from  a  magistrate ; 
yet  he  contrived,  by  a  clever  disguise,  to  elude  their  vigilance,  and  effect  his  escape.  Six 
years  afterwards,  the  Primate  recognised  in  one  Mitchell,  a  fanatic  preacher  who  eyed 
him  narrowly,  the  features  of  the  person  who  fled  from  his  coach  af^er  discharging  the  shot 
which  wounded  the  Bishop  of  Orkney.  He  was  immediately  seized,  and  a  loaded  pistol 
found  on  him,  but,  notwithstanding  these  presumptive  proofs  of  guilt,  no  other  evidence 
could  be  brought  against  him,  and  his  trial  exhibits  little  regard  to  any  principle  of 
morality  or  justice.  Ho  was  put  to  the  torture,  without  eliciting  any  confession  from 
him;  and  at  length,  in  1070,  two  years  after  his  apprehension,  he  was  brought  from  the 
Bass,  and  executed  at  the  Grassmarket,  in  order  to  strike  terror  into  the  minds  of  the 
Coveiionters.' 

The  year  1078  is  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  goml  town,  as  having  closed  the  career 
of  one  of  its  most  noted  characters,  the  celebrated  wizard,  Miyor  Weir.      The  spot  on 


'  Nicol's  Diary,  p.  366. 
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which  he  wm  burned,  on  the  iloping  Iwnk  at  Ureentido,'  hu  been  retcued,  onlj  within 
the  lut  year,  from  all  profane  aacoclationi,  by  the  erection  of  the  new  Ladjr  Olenorchy'i 
Chapel  thereon.  The  fall  of  thii  great  manter  of  the  black  art  would  aeem  to  have  been 
peculiarly  fatal  to  its  votariee  i  a*  many  a*  ten  witchei  were  burnt  in  the  city  during  the 
■ame  year. 

In  the  following  year,  while  the  Palace  of  Holyrood  waa  undergoing  repair  for  the 
reiidence  of  the  Duke  of  York,  afterward*  Jaroea  VII.,  the  unhappy  pritoneri  taken  at 
the  twttle  of  Bothwell  Bridge  wero  brought  to  Kdinburgh,  and  the  greater  number  of 
them  confined  for  live  monthi,  during  the  moit  inclement  acaion  of  the  year,  in  the  inner 
Oreyfriara'  Churchyard,  that  long  narrow  ilip  of  ground,  eucloied  with  an  iron  gate,  which 
extenda  between  the  ground*  of  Heriut'a  Hoiipital  and  the  old  I'oor't  Houne.  They  were 
exposed  tlioro  during  the  whole  of  thnt  period,  without  any  iiliclter  from  the  weather; 
yet  the  whole  of  thum  remained  faithful  to  their  principle*,  although  they  could  at  once 
have  procured  their  liberty  by  acknowledging  the  ri*ing  at  Dothwell  to  have  been 
rebellion. 

In  1680,  the  Duke  of  York  arrived  in  Edinburgh,  a*  Commitiioncr  fom  the  King  to 
the  Scottiih  Parliament,  along  with  hi*  Duche**,  Mary  D'K*te,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Hodena,  celebrated  by  Drydcn  and  other  wits  of  the  time  fir  licr  beauty.  The  Lady 
Anne,  hi*  daughter,  afterward*  Queen  Anne,  al*o  accompanied  him  on  thi*  occbkIou,  and 
grc  ttly  contributed,  by  her  ea«y  and  affable  manner*,  toward*  the  popularity  which  he 
was  80  de*irou*  to  acquire.  The  previnu*  vicegerent*  had  rendered  tlieni*elvc*  peculiarly 
obnoxious  to  all  cla**e»,  and  thereby  prepared  the  people  the  more  readily  to  appreciate  the 
urbanity  of  the  Duke.  "  Hu  behaved  liim*clf,"  *ay*  BiMliop  Burnet,  "  upon  hi*  first  going 
to  Scotland,  in  ho  obliging  a  manner,  that  the  nubility  and  gentry,  who  had  been  lo  long 
trodden  on  by  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  found  a  very  scnNibie  change ;  *o  that  he  goincd 
much  on  them  all.  It  wa*  viHibly  hi*  interest  to  make  that  kingdom  *uro  to  him,  and  to 
give  them  such  an  essay  of  hi*  government  a*  might  di*Hipate  nil  hard  thoughts  of  him, 
with  which  the  world  waa  pogsc8*ed."*  To  the  succesit  with  which  he  pursued  thi*  course 
of  policy  may  be,  to  *ome  extent,  attributed  the  strong  attachment  which  the  Scottish 
nobility  afterwords  displayed  to  the  House  of  Stuart,  which  led  to  the  rebellions  in  171 A 
and  1745. 

The  city  spared  no  expense  to  welcome  the  Duke  of  York.  A  grand  entertainment  waa 
provided  for  him  in  the  Parliament  House,  which  was  fitted  up  at  great  expense  for  the 
occoaion.  The  Duchess,  the  Lady  Anne,  and  the  principal  noble*  at  the  Scottish  Court, 
were  present  on  the  occasion,  and  the  expense  of  the  banquet  wa*  upward*  of  £14,000 
Scottish  money. 

During  the  Duke's  residence  at  Edinburgh,  a  splendid  court  was  kei)t  at  Holyrood 
Palace.  The  rigid  decorum  of  Scottish  manner*  gradually  gave  way  before  the  affability 
of  Ruch  noble  entertainer* ;  and  the  novel  luxurie*  of  the  Engliith  Court  formed  an  additional 
attraction  to  the  Scottish  grandees.  Tea  was  introduced  for  the  first  time  into  Scotland 
on  this  occasion,  and  given  by  the  Duchess,  as  a  great  treat  to  the  Scottish  ladies  who 

>  Cbambcn'i  Minnr  Antiqiiitiei,  p.  8S.     On  the  authority  of  "  «  ggntlemtn  who  \m\  tha  >{iot  pointed  out  to  bim 
by  hi*  father  lixtjr  yean  ago  "  (1833). 

■  Bumet'a  Hiit.,  Edin.  Ed.,  toI.  ii.  p.  322. 
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Tiiited  at  the  Alilxy.  Bnlli,  pUyt,  mid  niMquerwIea  were  likawiia  attempted,  but  the 
lut  proved  tiio  grant  iin  innovation  on  tliu  rigid  manner*  of  that  |H>riiHl  to  be  tolerated. 
The  uioet  profane  and  viuioui  purponei  were  Iwlieved,  by  the  vulgar,  to  Im  couched  under 
■uch  a  eyitein  of  diipiitu  I  and  thin  unpopiilar  modn  of  entertainment  had  to  be  i|)eedil)r 
abandoned.  Playii,  however,  v  ich  were  no  leii  abhorrent  to  the  p«ople  at  that  period, 
alforded  a  conetant  gratiflcati<  i  to  the  cuurtiert,  and  were  pertiitcd  in,  notwithitanding 
the  violent  prejudice!  which  tiwy  excited.  The  actor*  were  regarded  a*  part  of  the  Duke  of 
York'*  houcehold  ;  and,  if  we  may  give  anjr  credit  to  the  aatirioal  account  which  Uryden 
haa  i\irnt»bed  of  them,  they  were  not  among  the  moit  eminent  of  their  profe**ion.  Home 
member*  of  the  company,  it  would  *eem,  had  gone  to  Oxford,  according  to  annual  cuetom, 
to  a**i«t  in  performing  the  publio  act*  there.  Drydon,  with  graat  humour,  make*  them 
apologiee  to  the  Univeraity  for  the  thinne**  of  the  Company,  by  intimating  that  many 
of  it*  member*  have  oro**ed  the  Tweed,  and  are  now  nightly  appearing  l)efore  Edinburgh 
audience*,  for  the  ambiguou*  fee  of  "  two  and  lixpenoe  Scot*."  He  elyly  iu*inuate*,  how- 
ever, that  onl,'  the  underling*  of  the  company  have  gone  north,  leaving  all  it*  talent  and 
character  at  tae  eervice  of  the  Univereityr— 

Our  bnthrtn  b>v«  (rum  Th*iuM  tu  Twral  dt|ivt«<l, 
To  tMlnbaniugh  gune,  or  ouachMl  or  o*rt«l : 
With  bono/  blu*  cap  than  thajr  wt  all  night, 
For  Sooteh  bal(  orowna,  In  Biigliab  tbrMpano*  bighl. 
Ona  njriiipb,  tu  wbum  (at  Sir  Jukn  PalaUITa  laan, 
Tbara  witb  bar  aingia  paraun  flila  tba  a«ana. 
Anotbar,  wttb  long  uaa  and  aga  ilaoajad, 
DIad  bara  uld  woman,  anri  roa*  thera  a  maid. 
Our  truat;  door-kaapar,  o(  formar  tima, 
Tbars  itruta  and  awaggara  In  barolo  rhliua. 
Tack  liut  a  ooppar  Uoa  tu  driiggat  auit. 
And  tbara'a  a  haro  niada  witboiit  diaputa  ; 
And  that  which  waa  a  capou'a  tala  bafora, 
Baoomaa  a  plunia  (or  Indian  Kniparur. 
But  all  hia  aubjaota  tu  aipraaa  tba  oitra 
0(  Imitation,  go,  lika  Indian,  bam  !  ■ 

The  reader  need  hardly  bo  reminded  of  the  usual  licence  which  the  eatiric  poet 
claim*  a*  hi*  privilege,  and  which  hi*  Orace'*  nervant*  at  Edinburgh  may  have 
retorted  in  equal  meaeuro  on  hi*  M^enty**  servant*  at  Oxford,  though  no  copy  of 
their  prologue  ha*  been  preserved.  It  U  not  improbable,  however,  that  the  early  Scottish 
theatre  might  merit  8ome  of  the  poet's  sarcasms.  The  courtly  guests  of  the  royal  Duke 
were  probably  too  much  taken  up  with  the  novelty  of  such  nrausements,  and  the 
condescending  urbanity  of  their  entertainers,  to  be  very  critical  on  the  equipments  of  the 
stage. 

These  amusements  were  occasionally  varied  with  the  exhibition  of  masques  at  Court,  in 
which  the  Lady  Anne,  and  other  noble  young  ladies,  assumed  the  characters  of  gods  and 
goddesses,  and  the  like  fanciful  personages  that  usually  figure  in  such  entertainments.  The 
gentlemen  varied  these  pastimes  with  the  games  of  tennis  and  golf.  The  Tennis  Court, 
which  also  served  as  the  first  theatre  for  the  Court,  stood  immediately  without  the  Water 
Gate.     It  may  be  seen  in  Gordon's  mop,  a  lorge  oblong  building,  occupying  a  considerable 

'  Urydcn'a  Miao.,  vol.  ii. 
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|N)rtii)n  of  tli«  {proDnd  Iwtwecn  tlis  old  yort  itnil  the  hiiililinK  itill  known  m  Qiiritn  MMjr'* 
lUth,  tho  iiiturvcning  ground  Iwinff  than  entii 'Ijr  un'H!i'U|)i()d.  Aftar  licinK  devoted  to  the 
huniMa  purpoee  of  »  weaver'*  workhouie,  it  wm  at  length  liurnt  to  the  ground,  in  the  yekr 
1777.' 

I^ith  Llnki  WM  the  uiatl  loene  nf  the  Duke't  tri«la  of  ikill  %i  golf.  Many  tr»dit!oDt 
■till  preeerved  prove  hie  keen  rvlith  for  thie  game,  in  which  he  i*  laid  to  have  bei'oniu  a 
proficient.  "  The  Duke  of  York,"  layi  Tytler,  '*  waa  frequently  eeen  in  a  party  at  golf  on 
the  Link*  at  Lcith,  with  loma  of  the  nobility  and  KU'itry.  I  remember,  in  my  youth,  to 
have  often  converaed  with  an  old  man,  nitmcd  Andri>w  Dixon,  a  golf  club-niakvr,  who 
■aid  that,  when  a  boy,  ho  uted  to  carry  the  Duke'a  golf  cluba,  and  to  run  Imfora  him  and 
announce  where  the  ball  fnll.'" 

The  general  harmony  of  tho  Court  of  IIolyroo<l,  during  the  viait  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
waa,  however,  occaaionally  interrupted  by  other  annoyance*  liexidea  thoav  occaaioncd  by  the 
■truggle*  of  the  Covonantera. 

A  cuttom  had  long  prevailed  in  Edinburgh,  of  annually  burning  the  I'ope  in  viA\(y  on 
Chri^tmaa-day  ;  but  the  niagi>ttrntea,Ju»tly  conceiving  that  audi  a  procedure  waa  cnlculated 
to  afford  little  intiafaction  to  the  Duko,  determined  to  prevent  ita  recurrence  during  hia 
■tay  in  Edinburgh.  The  populace,  however,  wero  not  thou  iniprvaaed  with  audi  awe  for 
civic  enactnienta  aa  the  modern  ayatem  of  police  haa  lince  produced.  Tho  atudenta  of  the 
College  took  up  tho  mutter,  and  bound  themtclvea  by  a  aoleiun  oath  to  effect  tho  incre> 
matiou  of  hi^  Holincai  in  detiancu  of  both  Duke  and  magiatratea.  The  military  were  culled 
out  to  put  a  ■top  to  their  proccedinga,  and  aome  of  tho  moat  active  ringlcadera  taken 
captive;  but  tho  populace  r>«o  in  defence  of  the  atudenta,  and  finiMhcd  tho  dny'a  work 
by  burning  the  Provoat'a  hou«e  at  PricNilield  to  tho  ground.  Tho  atudenta,  a^  tho  mo^t 
ccaloua  movera  in  thia  tumult,  were  flrat  viaitcd  with  tlie  wrnth  of  offended  uuthority.  Tho 
college  gatea  were  ordered  to  Iw  cloaed,  and  the  collegian*  to  remove  to  the  diHtuiice  of 
fifteen  milca  from  the  city  ;  but  the  excitement  after  a  time  nbuted,  and  they  were  agnin 
reHtored  to  their  wonted  privilege*. 

In  1082,  tho  funioua  old  cannon,  Mona  Meg,  wo*  burat  in  firing  n  aulutc  in  honour  of 
tho  Duko  of  York,  ahortly  before  hia  return  to  Kngliind.  Tlic  Duke  took  \\\«  departure  in 
great  *tatc  in  the  mouth  of  May,  leaving  the  citizen*  of  Edinburgh  to  reaume  their  quiet 
decorum,  unaeduced  by  the  example  of  the  Court.  Tlie  older  gentry  of  the  luat  a^'u  con- 
tinued to  cheriah  a  plcaaing  remembrance  of  hia  viait,  nnd  to  tell,  with  great  delight,  of 
the  gaiety  and  brilliancy  of  the  court  at  llolyrood  llouxe. 

The  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Chnrlea  It.  reached  Edinburgh  on  tho  (Ith  of  February 
1685.  The  Chnncellor  and  other olHcera  of  atute,  with  the  I'rivy  Council,  the  lord*  of  iiesaion, 
the  magiatrates,  and  many  of  the  chief  nobility,  ]iriiceeded  to  tho  Croaa,  accompanied  by  the 
Lyon  King-at-Arm*,  and  hia  hcraldn,  and  proclaimed  Jumca  Duke  of  York,  King  of  Urcat 
Britain.  In  April,  on  tho  oaHembling  of  Parliament,  un  act  waa  paaaed  for  the  confirnmtion 
nf  the  Protestant  religion,  and  fresh  tcata  enacted  for  itn  protection;  but  the  action*  of  the 
King  ahowed  little  respect  for  audi  luw*,  and  much  excitement  wua  occoaioned  by  proceed- 
ing* that  were  generally  believed  to  be  preparatory  to  the  aubveraion  of  the  Proteatant 
Church. 

'  Aniiit,  p.  19/1.  '  Arcliicln|{iii  Rcoticn,  vul.  i,  p.  tii4. 
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In  conBequence  of  this,  a  popular  tumult  waa  excited ;  a  rabble  of  apprentices  and 
othen  watched  the  return  of  Bome  of  the  chief  offlcerB  of  atate  from  public  attendance  at 
maBB.  The  Chancellor')!  lady,  and  other  persona  of  distinction,  were  insulted,  and  the 
utmost  indignation  excited  in  the  minds  of  these  dignitaries  against  the  populace.  A 
baker,  who  had  been  active  in  the  riot,  was  apprehended  and  tried  before  the  Privy  Council. 
He  was  condemned  to  be  publicly  whipped  through  the  Canongate;  but  the  populace 
rescued  him  from  punishment,  chastised  the  executioner,  and  kept  the  town  in  a  state  of 
uproar  and  commotion  throughout  the  night.  The  military  were  at  length  called  out,  and 
fired  on  the  rioters,  by  which  three  of  them  lost  their  Uvea.  Two  others  were  apprehended 
and  afterwards  convicted,  seemingly  on  very  insufficient  evidence,  one  of  whom  was  hanged 
and  the  other  shot. 

In  July  1687,  the  King  wrote  to  the  Privy  Council  "  that  the  Abbey  Church  was  the 
chapel  belonging  to  his  Palace  of  Holyrood  House,  and  that  the  Knights  of  the  noble  Order 
of  the  Thistle,  which  he  had  now  erected,  could  not  meet  in  St  Andrew's  Church,*  being 
demolished  in  the  rebellion,  as  they  called  our  Reformation,  and  so  it  was  necessary  for 
them  to  have  this  church ;  nnd  the  Provost  of  Edinburgh  was  ordained  to  see  the  keys  of 
it  given  to  them."  *  Some  opposition  was  made  to  this  by  the  Bishop  of  Edinburgh,  but 
it  was  agreed  to  with  little  difficulty,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canongate,  whose  parish 
church  it  had  been,  were  ordered  to  seek  accommodation  in  Lady  Yester's  Church,  till 
better  could  be  provided.  The  Canongate  Church  was  shortly  afterwards  built  from  funds 
that  had  been  left  by  Thomas  Moodie,  a  citizen  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
an  additional  place  of  worship. 

Holyrood  Chapel  was  now  magnificently  fitted  up  with  richly  carved  stalls  for  the 
Knights  of  the  Thistle.  "  An  altar,  vestments,  images,  priests,  and  their  apurtents," 
arrived  at  Leith,  by  the  King's  yacht,  from  London,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
restoration  of  the  Abbey  to  its  ancient  uses.  A  college  of  priests  was  established  in  Holy- 
rood,  and  daily  service  performed  in  the  Chapel.  Fresh  riots  were  the  consequence  of  this 
last  procedure,  and  two  of  those  who  had  been  most  zealous  in  testifying  their  abhorrence 
of  such  religious  innovations,  were  executed,  while  others  were  publicly  whipped  through 
the  streets. 

The  fall  of  the  ancient  house  of  the  Stuarts  was  now  rapidly  approaching.  The  feeble 
representative  of  that  long  line  of  Kings  was  already  anticipating  an  invasion  from  Hol- 
land ;  in  the  month  of  September  1088,  orders  were  issued  for  raising  the  militia,  and 
these  were  speedily  followed  by  others  for  erecting  beacons  along  the  coast.  But  James, 
who,  by  his  rashness,  had  forced  on  the  crisis,  was  the  first  to  desert  his  own  cause  ;  and 
the  Scottish  Parliament,  with  more  consistency  than  that  of  England,  availed  themselves 
of  this  to  declare  that  he  had  forfeited  the  throne. 

The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  filled  the  Presbyterian  party  in  Scotland 
with  the  utmost  joy.  The  Earl  of  Perth,  who  was  Chancellor,  hastily  quitted  Edinburgh, 
and  the  mob  made  it  the  signal  for  an  attack  on  Holyrood  Chapel.  A  body  of  an 
hundred  men  defended  it  with  firearms,  which  they  freely  used  against  their  assailants, 
killing  twelve  of  them,  and  wounding  many  more.  But  this  only  increased  the  fury  of  the 
mob ;  the  armed  defenders  were  at  length  overpowered,  and  the  Chapel  delivered  up  to 

■  I'.r.,  The  Cathedral  of  St  Amlraws.  '  Koiintainhall,  vol.  i.  p.  466. 
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their  will.  The  magiufieont  carved  xtallH,  whiuli  liml  jm«t  been  completed,  and  nil  the  costly 
fittings  of  the  Cliapel  were  devoted  to  destruction,  and  the  fine  old  fabric  only  abandoned 
when  its  newly-completed  decorations  had  been  reduced  to  an  unsightly  heap  of  ruins. 

Other  acts  of  violence  were  perpetrated  by  the  rioters ;  and  the  students  again  testified 
their  zeal,  by  marching  in  triuniphul  ])rocession  to  the  Cross,  with  bandx  of  music,  ond  the 
College  muce  homo  before  them,  and  tlicre  again  burning  the  ctHgy  of  the  Pope. 

On  the  assembly  of  the  Parliament,  the  Bishop  of  Edinburgh  prnycd  for  the  welfare 
and  restoration  of  King  James,  and  the  Episcopal  body  generally  maintained  their  fidelity  to 
the  exiled  Prince,  the  well-known  consequence  of  which  was  the  restoration  of  Presbytery 
as  the  national  religion,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  recently-created  Bishops  from  their  sees. 

On  the  11th  of  April  1088,  William  and  Mary  were  proclaimed  at  the  Cross,  King 
and  Queen  of  Scotland.  The  Castle  was  still  held  by  the  Duke  of  Qordon  for  King 
James,  while  Viscount  Dundee,  after  a  brief  conference  with  its  commander,  in  which  he 
endeavoured  to  induce  the  Duke  to  accompany  him  to  the  Highlands,  engaged  him  to 
hold  out  that  fortification,  while  he  went  north  to  raise  the  friends  of  the  King.  The 
citizens  were  filled  with  the  utmost  alarm  at  the  news  of  this  interview.  The  drums  beat 
to  arms,  and  a  body  of  troops,  which  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  had  quartered  in  the  city,  was 
called  out  to  pursue  Dundee,  but  no  serious  consequences  resulted  ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  being  almost  destitute  of  provisions,  at  length  yielded  up  the  Castle  on  the  13th 
of  June  1089,  the  last  considerable  place  of  strength  that  had  remained  in  the  interest  of 
the  exiled  Monarch. 

In  1 00.5,  the  grand  national  project  of  the  Darien  expedition  was  set  on  foot,  and  a 
company  formed  fur  establishing  a  settlement  on  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  fitting  out 
ships  to  trade  with  Africa  and  the  Indies.  The  higiiest  anticipations  were  excited  by  this 
project.  The  sura  of  £400,000  sterling  was  speedily  subscribed,  and  a  numerous  body 
embarked  for  the  new  settlement.  When  intelligence  reached  Edinburgh  of  the  company 
having  eiTected  a  landing  at  Darien,  and  successfully  repelled  the  attacks  of  the  Spaniards, 
thanksgivings  were  ofiered  up  in  all  the  churches,  and  a  general  illumination  made 
throughout  the  city.  The  mob  further  testified  their  joy,  by  securing  the  city  ports  ;  and 
then  setting  fire  to  the  Old  Tolbooth  door,  they  liberated  the  prisoners  incarcerated  for 
printing  seditious  publications. 

The  indignation  of  the  populace  was  no  less  vehement  on  the  failure  of  this  national 
project  thon  their  joy  at  its  first  success.  The  prison  was  again  forcibly  opened,  the 
windows  of  all  obnoxious  citizens  were  broken ;  and  such  violence  was  shown,  that  the 
Commissioner  and  officers  of  state  were  compelled  to  leave  the  city  for  some  days,  to  escape 
the  vengeance  of  the  infuriated  multitude. 

The  Old  Darien  House  still  stands '  within  the  extended  line  of  the  city  wall,  near  the 
Bristo  Port,  a  melancholy  and  desolate  looking  memorial  of  that  unfortunate  enterprise.  It 
is  a  substantiol  and  somewhat  handsome  structure,  in  the  French  style,  and  with  the  curious 
high-pitched  roof  which  prevailed  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  It  has  more  recently  been 
abandoned  to  the  purposes  of  a  pauper  lunatic  asylum,  and  is  popularly  known  by  the  name 
of  Bedlam.     A  melancholy  association  attaches  to  a  more  modern  portion  of  it  towards  the 

'  The  Darien  House  was  entirely  cleinulislied  in  18"1 ;  and  its  site  is  now  occupied  by  several  blocks  of  buildings, 
on  the  walls  uf  one  of  which  is  a  tablet  indicating  where  it  stood. 
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■outh,  M  having  been  the  scene  where  poor  FerguHon,  that  unh  ppy  child  of  genius,  no 
wretchedly  terminated  his  brief  career.  The  building  beers,  on  (.  -  ornamented  tablet  above 
the  main  entrance,  the  date  1008,  surmounted  by  a  sun-diul.  The  only  relic  of  its  original 
grandeur  that  has  survived  its  adaptation  to  later  purposcH,  is  a  handsome  and  very 
•ubstantial  stone  bahutrudc,  which  guards  the  broad  Hight  of  steps  lending  to  the  first 
floor. 


A  remarkable  course  of  events  followed  on  the  fuiluru  uf  tiie  Darieu  scheme,  attended 
with  riots  of  the  same  desperate  character  as  those  commonly  perpetrated  by  the  populace  of 
Edinburgh  when  under  the  influence  of  unusual  excitement.  In  1702,  n  vessel  belonging 
to  the  East  India  Company,  which  entered  the  Frith  of  Forth,  was  seized  by  the  Scottish 
Government,  by  way  of  reprisal,  for  the  unjust  detention  in  the  Thames  of  one  Iwlonging  to 
the  Scottish  African  Company.  In  the  course  of  a  full  and  legal  trial,  the  captain  and 
crew  were  convicted,  in  n  very  singular  manner,  of  i)iracy  and  murder  committed  on  the 
mate  and  crew  of  a  Scottish  vessel  in  the  East  Indies.  The  evidence,  however,  appeared  to 
some  influential  parties  iusuflicicnt  to  justify  their  condemnation,  and  the  utmost  excite- 
ment was  created  by  attempts  to  procure  a  pardon  for  them. 

The  report  having  been  circulated  that  a  reprieve  had  been  granted,  the  mob  assaulted 
the  Lord  Chancellor  while  passing  the  Tron  Church  in  his  carriage,  on  his  return  from 
the  Privy  Council.  The  windows  were  immediately  smashed,  the  Chancellor  dragged  out, 
ond  thrown  upon  the  street ;  and  he  was  rescued  with  great  diflficulty  from  the  infuriated 
multitude  by  an  armed  body  of  his  friends.  The  tumult  was  only  appeased  at  last  by  the 
public  execution  of  the  seamen. 

In  the  Parliament  which  assembled  in  June  1705,  the  first  steps  were  taken  in  Scot- 
land with  a  view  to  the  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms.  The  period  was  peculiarly 
unfavourable  for  the  ncromplishment  of  a  project  against  which  so  many  prejudices  were 
arrayed.  The  popular  '..ind  was  already  embittered  by  antipathies  and  jealousies  excited 
by  the  recent  failure  of  the  favourite  scheme  of  colonisation,  and  the  plan  for  a  Union 
was  almost  universally  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  sacrifice  their  independence,  and  establish 

ViONKTTE— The  Darien  Houw. 
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English  (npretnaoy.  No  aooner,  therefore,  were  the  articles  made  public,  in  the  month  of 
October  170U,  than  a  universal  clamour  and  uproar  ensued.  The  outer  Parliament  House 
and  the  a(\joining  square  were  crowded  with  an  excited  multitude,  who  testified  their 
displeasure  at  the  Duke  of  Queonsberry,  tlio  Conimissionor,  and  all  who  favoured  the 
Union.  On  the  2M  of  the  month,  the  populace  proceeded  to  more  violent  acts  of 
hostility  against  the  promoters  of  the  scheme.  They  attacked  the  house  of  Sir  Patrick 
Johnston,  their  representative  in  Parliament,  formerly  a  great  favourite  when  Provost  of 
the  city,  and  he  narrowly  escaped  falling  a  victim  to  their  fury.  From  this  they  proceeded 
to  other  acts  of  violence,  till  they  ha<l  tlie  city  completely  at  their  mercy,  and  were  only 
prevented  blocking  up  the  ports  by  the  Duke  ordering  out  the  military  to  take  possession 
of  the  Nether  Bow  Port,  and  other  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  city. 

The  Commissioner,  and  all  who  abetted  him,  were  kept  in  terror  of  their  lives.  Three 
regiments  of  foot  were  on  constant  duty;  guards  were  stationed  in  the  Parliament  Close  and 
the  Weigh-house,  as  well  as  at  the  Nether  Bow  ;  a  strong  battalion  protected  the  Abbey  ; 
a  troop  of  horse-guards  regularly  attended  the  Commissioner,  and  none  but  members  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  Parliament  Close  towards  evening,  on  such  days  as  the  house  was 
sitting.  His  Qrace,  the  Commissioner,  walked  from  the  Parliament  House,  between 
a  double  file  of  musketeers  to  his  coach,  which  waited  ut  the  Cross ;  and  he  was  driven 
from  thence  at  full  giillop  to  his  residence  at  the  Palace,  hooted,  cursed,  and  ])elted  by  the 
rabble. 

The  mob  were  fully  as  zealous  in  the  demonstration  of  tlieir  good  will  as  of  their 
displeasure.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton,  whose  apartments  were  also  in  the  Palace,  was  an 
especial  object  of  favour,  and  was  nightly  escorted  down  the  Canongate  by  several  hundreds 
of  them  cheering  him,  and  commending  his  fidelity.  It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions,  after 
seeing  the  Duke  home,  that  the  excited  rabble  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  city  member, 
when  he  so  narrowly  escaped  their  fury.'  Fortunately,  however,  for  Scotland  the  popular 
clamour  was  unavailing  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  though 
the  corrupt  means  by  which  many  of  the  vcites  in  Parliament  were  secured,  was  sufficient 
to  have  justified  any  amount  of  distrust  and  opposition.  A  curious  ornamental  summer- 
house  is  pointed  out  in  the  pleasure  ^  lunds  attached  to  Moray  House,  in  the  Canongate, 
where  the  comniiHsioncrs  at  length  assembled  to  afiix  their  signatures  to  the  Treaty  .jf  Union. 
But  the  mob,  faithful  to  the  l&st  in  their  resolution  to  avert  what  was  then  regarded  as  the 
surrender  of  national  independence,  pursued  them  to  this  retired  rendezvous,  and  that 
important  national  act  is  believed  to  have  been  finally  signed  and  sealed  in  a  "  laigh  shop," 
or  cellar.  No.  177  High  Street,  nearly  opposite  to  the  Tron  Cliurcli.*  This  interesting 
locality,  which  still  remains,  had  formed  one  of  the  chief  haunts  of  the  unionists  during  the 
progress  of  that  measure,  and  continued  to  be  known,  almost  to  our  own  day,  by  the  name 
of  the  Union  Cellar.  On  the  16th  of  January  1707,  the  Scottish  Parliament  assembled  for 
the  last  time  in  its  old  hall  in  the  Parliament  Close,  and  having  finally  a(^usted  the  Articles 
of  Union,  it  was  dissolved  by  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  the  King's  Commissioner,  never 
again  to  meet  as  a  National  Assembly. 

The  general  discontent  which  resulted  from  this  measure,  and  the  irritation  produced  by 


■  liockhart'a  Mem.,  1799,  p.  222-229.     Smullett's  Hiat.,  p.  469.    Arnot,  p.  189. 
'  T»lei  o<  a  Grandfather,  vol,  vi.  p.  827- 
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the  presence  of  a  hoitt  of  Biif^^liith  tax-gathererM  who  upeedily  thereafter  overran  the  whole 
of  Scotland,  were  mainly  influential  in  directing  anew  the  thought*  of  the  people  to  the 
exiled  family  of  the  Stuartx.  Edinburgh,  however,  tonk  no  ihare  in  the  riiingof  1715. 
The  magiitratcH  exerted  tliemBclveM  to  put  the  city  in  nn  efifective  etnte  of  defence.  The 
walls  and  gnten  were  immediately  repaired  and  fortified.  The  sluice  at  the  east  end  of  the 
North  Loch  was  dammed  up,  and  trenches  made  at  various  accessible  points.  The  oity- 
guard  was  augmented,  the  trained  bandM  armed,  and  four  hundred  men  ordered  to  be  raised 
and  maintained  at  the  city's  expense. 

These  measures  saved  the  capital  from  any  concern  in  this  rash  enterprise,  beyond  an 
ineffectual  attem))t  upon  the  Castle.  A  party  of  the  insurgents  marched  towards  Edin- 
burgh, but  finding  it  in  vain  to  attempt  an  assault,  they  repaired  to  Leith,  and  fortified  the 
citadel.  This  they  were  speedily  compelled  to  evacuate,  on  the  approach  of  the  Duko  of 
Argyle's  forces ;  and  after  a  feeble  struggle,  this  ill-concerted  rising  was  suppressed,  and 
tranquillity  restored  to  the  country. 

The  year  1 730  is  rendered  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  city  by  the  famous  Porteous 
mob.  The  accounts  already  furnished  of  some  of  the  more  serious  tumults  that  have 
from  time  to  time  occurred  in  the  Scottish  capital,  must  have  sufficed  to  show  the  daring 
character  of  the  populace,  and  their  hearty  co-operatiun  in  any  such  deed  of  violence.  Tet 
the  cool  and  determined  iimuner  in  which  this  act  of  popular  vengeauce  was  effected  has 
probably  never  been  equalled. 

The  incidents  of  this  remarkable  transaction  have  been  rendered  so  familiar  by  the 
striking  narrative  of  Scott  (in  all  its  most  important  features  strictly  true),  that  a  very 
hasty  sketch  will  sufRce.  Captain  John  Porteous,  the  commander  of  the  city-guard,  having 
occasion  to  quell  some  disturbances  at  the  execution  of  one  Wilson,  a  smuggler,  rashly 
ordered  his  soldiers  to  fire  among  the  crowd,  by  which  six  were  killed,  and  eleven  wounded, 
including  females,  ond  some  of  the  spectators  from  the  neighbouring  windows.  Porreous 
was  tried  and  condemned  for  murder,  but  reprieved  by  Queen  Caroline,  who  was  then  acting 
as  Regent,  in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  George  II.,  at  Hanover. 

The  people,  who  had  regarded  Wilson  in  the  light  of  a  victim  to  the  oppressive  excise 
laws  and  other  fruits  of  the  hated  Union,  were  exasperated  at  the  pardon  of  one  who  had 
murdered  so  many  of  their  fellow-citizens,  nnd  determined  that  he  should  not  escape.  Many 
people,  it  is  said,  assembled  from  the  country  to  join  in  the  enterprise.  The  leaders  of  the 
mob  were  disguised  in  various  ways,  some  of  them  in  female  attire.  They  surprised  the 
town-guard,  nrmcd  themselves  with  their  weapons,  and  then  forcing  the  door  of  the  Tol- 
booth,  by  setting  it  on  fire,  they  dragged  from  thence  the  unhappy  object  of  their  vengeance, 
and  led  him  to  the  scene  of  his  crime,  the  ordinary  place  of  execution,  in  the  Grassmarket. 
It  was  intended  at  first  to  have  erected  the  gallows  and  executed  him  there  with  greater 
formality,  but  the  ringleaders  found  this  project  attended  with  too  serious  a  loss  of  time, 
and  he  was  hastily  suspended  from  a  dyer's  pole,  over  the  entrance  to  Hunter's  Close,  in 
the  south-east  corner  of  the  Grassmarket.  As  soon  as  their  purpose  was  effected,  the 
rioters  threw  away  their  weapons  and  quietly  dispersed. 

Notwithstanding  the  most  searching  investigations  instituted,  and  the  imprisonment 
of  various  parties  on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  this  violent  deed,  no  person  was  con- 
victed for  it,  and  no  discovery  ever  made  concerning  any  of  its  perpetrators.    The  order, 
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regularity,  and  determined  reinlution  with  whiuli  it  wm  effected,  an  well  »■  tiie  lecreoy  lo 
«uccessfully  maintained,  led  to  the  nuppoiition  that  iti  leaduM  miiRt  iiovu  been  of  a  higher 
rank  than  tlioHO  uiunlly  concerned  in  popular  tumultt ;  but  recent  disclosurci,  renting  on 
the  authority  of  an  iutulligeDt  oM  man,  have  revealed  the  chief  agent  in  tliiH  daring  act 
of  popular  vengeance.  Alexander  Uichmond,  according  to  the  narrator,  wan  the  son  of 
a  refi|)ectab1e  nuraeryman  at  Foulbrigga,  near  the  Went  Port.  He  wa«  bred  a  baker,  and, 
about  the  time  of  the  Porteout  mob,  waH  a  wild  and  daring  lad,  who  took  a  prominent 
itharc  in  all  the  riotings  of  the  period.  On  the  night  of  PorteouH'g  execution,  he  wan  lent 
early  to  bed,  and  deprived  of  hit)  clothes  by  hii  father,  who  dreaded  that  bin  ton,  as  uiual, 
would  involve  himself  in  the  turbulent  movements  that  were  threatened.  But  the  lad  got 
hold  of  his  sister's  clothen,  and  making  his  escape  by  a  window,  joined  the  mob  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  breaking  into  the  Tolbooth,  and  in  all  their  other  proceedings.  On 
the  passage  of  the  rioters  down  the  Wett  Bow,  he  entered  a  shop,  from  the  counter  of 
which  ho  lifted  a  coil  of  rope,  and  threw  down  a  half  guinea  he  had  brought  out  with  him. 
With  this  the  wretched  Porteous  was  suspended  from  the  dyer's  pole ;  and  immediately 
thereafter  Hichmond  returned  by  the  West  Port  to  his  father's  house.  Proclamations 
were  issued  againitt  him  at  the  time  m  a  suspected  party,  on  which  he  went  to  sea,  and 
after  nn  absence  of  many  years,  ho  returned  to  Lcith,  and  became  master  of  a  merchant 
vessel. 

Hichmond  discloxed  his  share  in  the  Purtcous  mob  to  a  few  trustworthy  friends,  among 
whom  was  the  narrator  of  this  account.  He  made  money  in  his  new  mode  of  life,  and  his 
heirs,  in  the  female  line,  arc  still  alive.' 

Queen  Caroline  was  highly  exasperated  on  learning  of  this  act  of  contempt  for  her 
exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative.  The  Lord  Provost  was  imprisoned,  and  not  admitted  to 
bail  for  three  weeks.  A  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament,  and  carried  through  the  House 
of  Lords,  for  incapacitating  him  from  ever  holding  any  magisterial  office  in  Qreat  Britain, 
and  for  confining  him  in  prison  a  full  year.  This  bill  also  enacted  the  demolition  of  the 
Nether  Bow  Port,  and  the  disbanding  of  tlie  city-guard.  The  Scottish  members,  however, 
exerted  theniHelves  eifuctually  in  opposing  this  unjust  measure  when  it  was  sent  down  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  by  their  means  it  was  shorn  of  its  most  objectionable  clauses, 
and  the  whole  commuted  to  a  fine  of  £2000,  imposed  on  the  city  for  behalf  of  the  Captain's 
widow.  Even  when  thus  moditied,  the  bill  was  only  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
chairman,  and  Porteous's  widow,  on  account  of  previous  favours  shown  her  by  the  magis- 
trates, accepted  of  £1500  in  full. 

From  this  period,  till  the  eventful  year  174.5,  nothing  remarkable  occurs  iu  the  history 
of  Edinburgh.  On  the  report  of  the  landing  of  Prince  Charles,  the  city-guard  was  increased, 
and  a  portion  of  the  royal  forces  brought  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city.  The  town 
walls  were  hastily  repaired,  and  ditches  thrown  up  for  additional  defence.  Upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Prince's  forces,  which  had  crossed  the  Forth  above  Stirling,  the  King's  troops, 
along  with  the  city-guard,  were  posted  at  Corstorphine  and  Coltbridge,  and  a  volunteer  force 
was  raised  to  aid  in  repelling  the  rebels.  But  citizens  and  soldiers  were  alike  lukewarm  in 
the  Hanoverian  cause,  or  terror-stricken  at  the  sight  of  the  Highland  host  The  whole 
force  fled  precipitately  on  their  appearance,  and  communicated  such  a  panic  to  the  citizens, 

■  Illiiatrationa  of  Ueikie'a  Etching!,  p.  8. 
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thtt,  wh«n  tlitiy  w«^«  mm<iiiIiI«iI  in  Ht  ()ili<*'«  Cliunli,  Ntiil  it  wm  ilrlHitvil  wlivihitr  thcjr 
(lioulil  itaiiJ  oil  their  ilufeiiu*  or  not,  iiiily  tlirait  or  four  vi>ict>«  »ii«wt>r«<l  in  tliu  uttlrtimtiv*. 
Hut  whiU  thu  k'ltinaii*  wvrtt  itiil  unilali'riiiinfil  m  to  thi*  term*  ot  rii|iitulation,  ilm  Nvllivr 
How  I'ort  w«M  iinwnrily  o|Mini<i|  to  lut  «  comi'Ii  |iii««  out,  on  wliicli  n  |><trly  of  llJKlitHnili'r*, 
wliu  hitil  reiiulieil  tli«  ((ntu  unilirn'ovvrcil,  ininu'ilintdly  ruxhi'il  in  nnil  xt'i'urotl  the  city,  took 
|ioft<«»ion  uf  th«  gu«rii-liouiit),  Mntl  Rviu'd  on  tho  nrni*  nml  miiiuunition  bolonKin^  iu  the 
Kuanl. 

Thi*  youuK  (-lit'vitlit^r  *|>«i'>lily  foliowiMi  lltix  nilvmico  guunl.  Tlii<  IliKhliiml  kmiy  <n* 
cani|K>(l  in  tlit*  royal  pork,  in  tiu>  ntMKhlMiurhootI  of  |)uihliu|{»ton,  •nd  the  t'huv«li«r  hinitelf 
tuuk  |ioiiteiitiua  of  llulyroiMl  fulitru,  Thu  hvrithlt  wuru  rcquiritil  to  publiih  nt  thi*  Mnrk«t 
Or(>««  tho  uonintiiiiiin  of  Ko^i'ncy  whioh  the  I'rini!*)  h«il  rvcciviMl  from  hi*  fnlhi'r,  nnd 
which  wii!i  ac(-urdin{;ly  doni  with  all  the  usual  cerunionio*  attending  royal  prtNlaniationa, 
Multitu<lv»  of  thu  inliahitiiiit*  now  flocki'd  to  thu  nciKhl)ourin((  vamp,  itltracti'd  by  the 
novelty  of  thu  iiiKht,  or  thuir  favour  to  thu  cauKu  of  thu  HtuartM,  whilu  liiv  I'alaro  wa» 
crowded  hy  nuniU'rit  of  the  Iwttur  claM  of  citiicni,  who  haotonud  tu  teitify  thuir  fldulity 
to  thu  uxilud  t'uiuily. 

Thuy  wuru  rueuivud  hy  tho  I'rinou  with  the  utmoHt  oftahility  and  cnndunRoniiion  i  liut  (hi* 
did  uut  pruvunt  him  imtuiuK  un  ordur,  requiring  thu  inhahitaut*  of  thu  town  and  county  of 
Edinburgh  to  deliver  up  thuir  arm*  at  the  I'alnce,  and  tliu  eily  to  furnish  a  grunt  variety  of 
■tore*  fur  thu  u»u  of  thu  army,  under  puin  of  military  exerutioii  in  enxu  of  fniluri*.  Thu 
•upipliua  were  furniithod  aucordingly,  and  thu  city  gralillud  with  tho  CrincuV  grneiou*  pro- 
mote of  payment,  ho  noon  lu  thu  trouble*  thouid  bo  over.  The  CuHtle,  however,  ym*  held 
by  Ueuural  UuoHt,  a  *taneh  adhurent  of  thu  Uovurntnunt,  and  on  thu  Highlander*  iii>penring 
iu  thu  city,  hu  dixplnyed  thu  Hag,  and  Hrud  *omu  cannuu  to  warn  thum  not  to  approach  the 
fortre**. 

The  Highlander*,  thu*  amply  HUppliud,  nnirehed  to  Preston,  about  nine  mile*  to  the 
ea*tward  of  thu  capital,  where  they  dufuatod  and  put  to  rout  the  roynl  forcuM,  undc  r  the 
command  of  .Sir  John  Cope.  The  dragoon*  lied  from  thu  li<.'ld  without  halting  till  they 
reached  Linlithgow.  Their  baggage,  artillery,  and  military  cVieNt*  all  fell  into  the  I'rinco** 
hand*,  who  returned  to  the  I'alaee  of  Ho|yro(Hl  in  triumph.  Notwithstanding  the  irregular 
character  of  the  Highland  army,  they  behaved,  in  general,  with  great  rder  and  moderation  ; 
and  BUch  wa*  the  *implieity  of  the  poor  Highlander*,  even  in  rapine,  that  it  i*  *aid  Home  of 
them  pre*entud  their  jtiece*  at  pa*itunger*,  and  on  being  a*kcd  what  they  wanted,  replied, 
"a  penny,'"  with  which  they  went  away  jierlVctly  *ali.«fied.' 

The  Princo  intimated,  on  hi*  return  to  Edinburgh,  that  the  uiiniRtor*  nIiouUI  have  full 
liberty  to  continue  their  iiHual  dutie*  on  the  following  day,  ^hich  was  Sunday,  the  only 
requirement  being,  that,  in  tho  prayer*  for  the  royal  family,  no  name*  vhould  be 
ipecified. 

Only  one  of  the  city  niini*ter*,  named  Hogg,  availed  liimself  of  thi*  permi**ion,  and 
lectured  in  the  forenoon  in  tho  Tron  Church.  Uut  the  Hev.  Neil  M'Vicar  of  St  Cuthbert'* 
wasofthe  true  old  covenanting  metal,  and  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  near  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Jacobite  force*.  He  Hent  word  to  the  commander  of  the  Castle  of  hi*  intention 
to  continue  the  usual  *ervice*  of  tliu  day,  and  proceeded  to  his  pulpit  ut  the  nppointcd  hour. 

■  Snita  Mii|[.>  *"!•  vii.  |i.  442. 
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Ttia  rhiirrli  wm  crnwiliol  with  Ml  iinn*u«lly  niini*r<iiia  «iiilii<iry,  •nimiK  wIidiii  h«  rm^oK* 
nliaj  many  JMf»biU«,  ••  wrll  m  «  numlwr  of  ihn  IIIkIiUii<I  ■nMtKr^,  ntlrttt-lxl  liy  (h«  r»|Mirl 
of  hi«  iiilvMtioni,  Mill  till)  kii<>w|pilt{f  iif  III*  liitri>|iiil  i  linrm'tcr.  Ilx  \tfyt><\, »«  iiiiiaI,  Tor 
Kiii|  Otxirgi',  \>y  n*iii)<,  mihI  ihcii  AcltUil,-  "  Ami  im  I'lvr  tin*  xoiihk  iimti  wli.i  Im*  cnni* 
ftiiioiif  n*  wvkiiiK  An  furtlily  crown,  w«i  Ix-iiivrli  tlii<<<  llmt  lin  iiio)'  nliimii  wimt  in  hr  lM>tti>r, 
K  htavviiiy  iin»!"  \Vh«n  thia  wm  rv|iort«<l  tn  rrinio  Chiirlri  h«  i«  imiiI  In  Iihv*  UiiiliKd, 
•ml  •xprvtwil  liiniavlf  liit(lily  iilfiKvii  «'  ilm  i'iiiirNt(>'  m»I  •'huriiy  of  tlin  worthy 
nlniitar.' 

For  ■ouiit  tl«yi  after  tin*  lUitIn  t>f  IVckI  ii|)hii«,  thv  ('iiiiiiiiiihii'iiliiin  lii<lwfi<ii  tlin  town 
■ml  th«  OiMtl*  rvmitiiifil  tiiiintprriiiilrcl.  Itut  iha  lliKhliiiiil«r«,  who  ki>|tt  KimnI  tt  tli« 
Wtigh-liuuie,  h»viii)(  rvoFivcil  iirili>r«  to  |irt>vt<tit  nil  fiirilii>r  iiili>ri'>iiir»«  wifh  thi>  fiirlr***,  th« 
govtriior,  rvtuliiilfil  liy  thrr«li>iiint(  to  citntioiiAilf  ihv  town,  M<'«ai<iit;i<r«  wi>ri«  iiiiiiit><liitt«ly 
d«i|iiiti'h«il  liy  tlio  lx)fil  t'roviMt  to  rh«  i'«lNi-i>,  iiiroriniiiK  tint  l'riiii't<  nf  ihr  iUtiK<>r  llio  city 
W«*  «i|Hiii«(l  III ;  bill  lh<>  Kovcriinr  liMviiiK  wnili-d  iii  vitlii  I'nr  i»  fiiviiiirnliK'  hiidwit,  n  •<>vi<r(i 
minoimiliiiK  At  l«»t  look  iilnic,  killintt  hii>I  woiinilitiK  n'Vi'ml  of  thu  iiihnliilniiN,  limiilo* 
ilAniMK'i>K  iiiniiy  of  tlio  hoiiai'ii  iit.>«ri>*t  tlii<  Citnllo,  nml  ii|iri'ii(iiiiK  mii'li  ooiiiti'rniitioii  liiroii)(h 
thu  town,  that  n  xci'nt  |iiirliiiii  of  Mix  I'llixcriD  wen'  |iri>pnri'il  f<T  iniMiriiJnli'  HiKht,  Tho 
ronicqiii'ni't'ii  llmt  W(>rt>  H|i|iri>li«ii(le(l  from  •iii-li  |iroi'i<i>i|iii){*  Wi'rc,  however,  lm[i|>ily  itvt>rti<il 
by  a  priicliiniatioii  of  the  I'riiii'i',  ilm-lnriiiK  llio  iiiHiiIik  ri'icet  ho  fi'll  nt  thi<  iiMiiy  miinliT* 
comiiiilli'ii  on  Hie  inhuliilniiU  liy  till*  rotiitiiitnili<r  of  Ihii  Kn''i'>'«'ii,  mill  llmt  ho  hml  onlcretl 
the  blorknilo  of  thn  Ciiiilli'  to  lio  ukiin  otl',  An>l  1Ih>  ihri'Hteiicil  piiniahniciil  of  hin  t'lu'init'ii  to 
b«  •iinprmloil,  when  lit>  fouml  IIihI  llicri'liy  inmx'cnt  livm  cinilil  Ih<  unvi-il.  Hhorlly  iiflor 
thi«  thu  l'rini'(>  left  KdinlmrKh,  on  liia  roiilr  to  KnKliinil,  itt  llii>  licml  of  sn  iiriiiy  of  nliout 
five  thouNAnd  nifn !  from  Ihcncn  he  wan  followed,  on  hi*  return  northward,  hy  the  Duke 
of  CumherlAnd,  who,  on  hit  Arrival  in  KilinlmrKh,  neetipied  the  minic  npArlnu'iiU  in  the 
PAlace  which  hml  «o  recently  lM<en  Approprliiled  to  the  iixe  of  the  I'ritm-t  And  iliiriii;(  hi* 
■lAy  there,  the  pAiiitinipi  of  tho  Hcottioli  moiiArchii,  iu  the  threat  ^Allery,  wure  tlashed  and 
otherwino  itroAlly  denned  hy  the  KnKli*h  miidier*. 

AAer  tilt)  tiiml  overthrow  of  the  llii,'hhiiid  army  At  riilloden,  a  Mpeeien  of  Iriiitnph  wa* 
exhibited  ill  KdinbiirKh,  in  full  Accordame  with  the  iimKnanimity  of  the  Duke,  who  cluinied 
the  entire  credit  of  n  victory,  Aciiieved  rather  by  the  policy  of  Diimnti  Forbe*  uf  Cullndcn. 
Fourteen  of  the  HtundiiriN  that  had  been  taken  from  thu  iti><ur)^>nli«  were  burnt  at  the  Market 
Crois  with  every  mark  of  I'oiitempt.  They  were  i^nomitiiniixly  curried  thirlier  by  chimney 
>weep«ri«, — thu  I'rince'i  own  Htundard  beiti);  particularly  diNtiiiKuiKhed  by  bein^  borno  by 
the  cominun  han^nan ;  and  n*  uiicli  wax  thrown  into  tliu  Are,  the  herahU  proclaimed  the 
nameit  of  the  commanderH  to  whom  they  had  belnriKed! 

The  uauaI  election  of  ma>;iMtrate>4  liAviii^  been  prevented  by  the  prcNence  of  the  Hif(h- 
land  Army  in  KdinlmrKh,  they  were  chosen  in  the  foliowinj,'  year  by  virtue  of  a  royal  man- 
date, and  the  newly-elected  (.'oiincil  tcHtilied  their  loyalty  to  the  Hanoverian  ilyntixty  by 
votinjif  the  freedom  of  ihu  city  to  thu  Duke  of  C'uiiiberliind,  and  preMentinj;  to  him  the  charter 
of  citizeuiihip  in  n  mintMive  jrold  Ixix,  emboHHcd  with  the  city  iirma  outxidu,  iind  having  thu 
Duke'n  own  arniii,  with  a  Huituble  inxcription,  eii^^nived  within. 

The  overthrow  of  the  adherentH  of  Prince  Chorle»  wiw  followed  up  by  fliien,  impriHon- 

'  Hilt,  of  th»  Wmt  Kirk,  p.  1l». 
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|N>r«rrUtti)ll  iif  "  i'llfilala,  Jiu'iililtra,  K|i|ari>|i«U,  miil  i|l«*lfri'li'i|  |M>r«iiM«,"     Ari'llllMllil  HtiiW»rl, 

IIk)  I<i)nl  TritviMt  iif  Kiliiiliiir|{)it  wm  rrKunluil  wUh  iwiuliiir  J««lim*}r,  rni  Arrimnt  of  lh« 
aity  hkviUK  fKlloii  iiiId  iIim  IiiiikU  »f  IIim  llit(tilitii<l  iirtuy,  without  r«iiiiaiii<«,  nr  %ny  •IUiin|it 
•(  liaft'iHK.  Il«  riiiliiri'il  «  ImiK  •mi  «i>vi<rii  Iriitl,  iii  wliit'li  tt  wm  ilmwn  llmt  lli«  ^Jvmt 
•itriit,  aMil  vrry  ihU|iiiUt«il  c*(in<lit|iin  iirili«  w»IU,  •■  «ri>ll  m  this  tiiiiniA'«t  lukowMriiinvM  of 
ft  larifi)  |Mirlii<i)  nf  lli«<  iiiliithitNiiti  lnwariU  iIik  ri'iKriiiiK  fitniily,  rt>iiil«>ri'<|  thn  ili>f«<tMv  of  thai 
tuwii,  Titr  any  U'DkiIi  "t  tiiiu>,  n|{»in«t  m  vii'loriniu  *riny,  i|iiili<  iiii|iii<ailili>.  TltK  Iriiil  Imlvil 
fVoni  tli«  !<7lh  iif  Oi'tiilivr  till  tlii>  'Ji|  uf  NnvrnilNir,  wlim  the  l'ro¥>wt  w»«  •i'i|iiitti<i|  hy  • 
urmiiiiiiou*  viTilii't  nf  titv  jury.  Tlil>  wim  ri<t(itrilc<|  m  •  triuiii|>li  liy  tliu  JainliiiK  |Hirty,  and 
a  |iulilio  nivcttiiK  wiM  ■iiiiininiK'il  to  a«M>iiiltlu  mi  tliu  followiiiK  vvmiiiK  in  (lia  lliulitr'* 
llalli  but  till*  iiiaKiatralra  (nok  alarm  at  tli«  |iri>|i<)iial,  aiiii  tin*  tiii'vtiiiK  wm  auiiiiiiRrity 
intvrilit'ttui,  ■•  cali'iilati'il  to  ilnnirny  llii<  iin-aliitv  "f  Ihc  tritiiii|iliniit  iMiiitlrn  mi  rvci'iitly 
iiiuilU*!  at  tlm  CriHw, 

Tim  liciu*i<  nf  I'r'iviwt  Htpwart  wna  a  vi-ry  I'lirinii*  ojii  l)iiililiiit(  in  ilu<  \Vi>«t  Ihiw,  with 
It*  itiaiii  riilraiife  at  tho  font  of  DnimltUnii'*  ('|iHt4>.  It  wa*  nnly  uiii>  itury  liiKl><  in 
•tlilitiiin  to  tliv  attioa,  on  tli«  imrtli  liilo,  wliilu  mi  tlm  aoiitli  ii  |iri>*iMiti'i|  a  Infly  front 
tu  tilt)  liow.  Tliix  buil(liii)(  itood  iiiiiiii'iliiilt'ly  lo  tho  wi'»t  nf  Vtva  Ht  •Inlin'*  (.'liurt'hi 
It  l«  il(>«<'rilH>i|  by  ClinnilHTit'  an  \w\u\f  of  liiiKiilnr  fomtriK'tion,  ami  in  full  nf  ciirioiu  littia 
ronnm,  cniii-iMiloii  uloaatu,  iiini  Kccrft  •taitM,  at  iiny  linu<«  that  ever  liml  lint  lioiiiiiir  of  lioiiiK 
haunted.  Tin'  north  wall,  which  «lill  rrinaiin*  liiiilt  inln  Ili4>  ran)(<*  nf  *hn|m  fnrniiiiK  tin* 
now  turracu,  rIoimI  ImiK  i>x|i<w<><i  to  vii'W,  aironliiiK  ubiiinlniit  (>viili>iii'«  nf  Mii*.  Littio 
oltmcl*  and  ri<('i>*it>it  nni  oxcnviilt'ii,  nliiuwt  like  a  liniii-yiiitiili,  out  of  tho  loliii  rm-k  U'liiml, 
many  of  whicli,  howovcr,  linvu  Im'i'ii  built  u|>  in  nihk|iiint(  it  to  iu  nuw  |iur|ini<i<.  •*  In 
oiii«  of  till!  rnoiiiM,"  Hiiyit  ChiinilN'rn,  "  lliiTo  wiia  »  littli'  cnliiiu't  «lK)ut  tliruo  feet  hij{h, 
which  any  one,  not  nci|iminti>ii  with  the  tnyaterinuo  arcnnii  of  iiiioicnt  Imuitex,  wnuM  itu|i|io«i) 
to  bo  a  cu|ilKiaril.  Neverthi'lemt,  under  lliiii  iiiodcit,  iiiiii|>le,  iind  iiiiiiitauniinv  dinKoixr, 
waa  conceitlud  n  tiling  of  iiu  Icm  iiii|iortance  and  iiitere«t  than  a  trii|i  utair."'  Thia 
ingeniuuitly-coiitrived  luimiii^'e  coiiiiiiutiicuted  behinil  with  the  \Vei<t  Itnw,  and,  nrcnrdin^ 
U)  the  iiaiiiu  autlmrily,  it  wim  luid  tn  have  atl'nrdcd,  nti  one  nci'iuion,  n  Niifc  and  iini«uii|icctml 
exit  to  I'rincu  t'linrlcM  and  vnniu  of  liia  |iriiici|iul  nlliccm,  who  were  enjnyin^  ihe  lionpitality 
of  tho  Jitoobiticnl  IVovokI,  when  an  iilnrin  wnx  ^iven  that  a  troop  nf  tliu  enemy,  flrom 
tilt)  Cuntli',  were  cuiniii);  down  tho  ('Iomu  to  iieixo  litem.  Tliix  curioun  luiildiii);  ileriveM  an 
ndditinnul  intvrunt  from  il«  laxt  uccu|innt,  ilamc*  Donuldnon,  tho  wealthy  |iriiiler,  f^um 

whunu  bvqueiit  the  iiiaKnitieeiit   hospital  that  lN>nrii  liiii  name  liaa  I n  erected  at  the  wpiit 

end  of  the  town, 

Uur  hiHturical  itkotch  of  the  ancient  oapitnl  of  Scotland  ha«  mainly  embrnoed  tho  period 
during  which  tho  Htuart  raco  fillvd  tho  throne,  and  iimdu  it  tho  arena  of  ninny  uf  tho  nioiit 
prominent  incidents  in  their  hiNtory ;  and  wilh  thin  cloKiiiK  Hceiie  in  Ihe  narrative  of  their 
illuMtriuUH  lino,  our  historic  Memurialx  of  the  Ulden  Tinie  may  tilly  end.  Tho  nititnoia- 
tiona  with  which  tho  liK'al  anti<iuilcM  of  Kdinburjfh  ittill  abound,  will  afford  a  tilting  oppor- 
tunity for  trentinjf  of  inciduntu  and  character*  of  a  later  date,  that  are  worthy  of  our  notice, 

■  ClijiiiiUra'a  Tmlitluna.  vol.  I.  |i.  Ull.  Il>li|,  v..l.  i.  p  IU. 
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88  ^ell  as  fur  n  more  detailed  conaideration  of  Home  of  thoMc  that  liave  already  been  alluded 
to  in  this  introductory  sketch. 

The  appearance  which  Edinbursfh  presented  at  this  period,  as  well  as  the  character  and 
manners  of  its  iiihabitnnta,  cannot  be  readily  realised  by  those  of  the  present  generation. 
Its  general  features  had  undergone  little  change  since  the  departure  of  the  Court  to  Eng- 
land in  1003.  The  extended  wall,  erected  in  the  memorable  year  1513,  still  formed  the 
boundary  of  the  city,  with  the  exception  of  the  enclosure  of  the  High  Uiggs,  as  already 
described,  ou  the  south.  The  ancient  gates  remained  kept  under  the  care  of  jealous 
wnrdors,  and  nightly  closed  ot  an  early  hour ;  even  as  when  the  dreaded  inroads  of  the 
Southron,  with  fire  and  sword,  summoned  the  burgher  watch  to  guard  their  walls.  At  the 
foot  of  the  High  Street,  the  lofty  tower  and  spire  of  the  Nether  Bow  Port  terminated  the 
vista,  surmounting  the  oM  Temple  Bar  of  Edinburgh,  interposed  between  the  city  and  the 
ancient  burgh  of  Canongate. 

Tliis  handsome  structure  was  rebuilt  in  its  latest  form  in  the  year  1600,  directly  in 
a  line  with  St  Mary's  and  Leith  Wynds,  and  about  fifty  yards  further  eastward  than  the 
second  erection  already  mentioned.  It  was  by  fur  the  most  conspicuous  and  important 
of  the  six  gates  which  gave  access  to  the  ancient  capital,  and  was  regarded  as  an  object  in 
the  maintenance  and  protection  of  which  the  honour  of  the  city  was  so  deeply  involved, 
that,  as  we  '.lave  seen,  its  demolition  was  one  of  the  penalties  by  which  the  government 
sought  to  revenge  the  slight  put  upon  the  royal  prerogative  by  the  Porteous  mob.  In 
style  of  architecture,  it  bore  considerable  resemblance  to  the  ancient  Porte  St  Honore  of 
Paris,  as  represented  in  old  engravings ;  and  it  is  exceedingly  probable  that  it  was 
constructed  in  imitation  of  some  of  the  old  gates  of  thut  capital,  between  which  and 
Edinburgh  so  constant  an  intercourse  was  maintained,  at  a  somewhat  earlier  perioil  than 
the  date  of  its  erection. 

When  the  destruction  of  this,  the  main  port  of  the  city,  was  averted  by  the  strennous 
patriotic  exertions  of  the  Scottish  peers  and  members  of  Parliament,  it  was  regarded  as  a 
national  triumph ;  but,  unhappily,  towards  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  a  perfect  mania 
seized  the  civic  rulers  throughout  the  kingdom,  for  sweeping  away  all  the  old  rubbish,  as 
the  ancient  fabrics  that  adorned  the  principal  towns  were  contemptuously  styled.  The 
Common  Council  of  London  set  the  example  by  obtaining  an  Act  of  ^'arliament,  in  1760, 
to  remove  their  city  gates ;  and,  only  four  years  afterwards,  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh 
demolished  the  Nether  Bow,  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  city,  which,  had  it  been 
preserved,  would  have  been  now  regarded  as  a  peculiarly  interesting  relic  of  the  olden  time. 
The  ancient  clock,  which  was  removed  from  the  tower,  was  afterwards  placed  in  that  of  the 
old  Orphan's  Hospital,  and  continued  there  till  the  demolition  of  the  latter  building  in 
1845. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  the  ("estruction  of  this  stately  structure  was  not 
the  earliest  symptom  of  improved  taste  in  our  civic  dignitaries.  Their  first  step  towards 
"  enlarging  and  beautifying  "  the  city,  was  the  removal  of  the  ancient  Cross,  an  ornamental 
structure,  possessed  of  the  most  interesting  local  and  national  associations.  The  lower  part 
of  it  was  an  oct.igonal  building  of  a  mixed  style  of  architecture,  rebuilt  in  the  year  1017, 
in   the   form   already  represented.'      In  its  reconstruction,  the  chief  ornaments  of  the 

'  Ante,  p.  33. 
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ancient  building  had  been  preserved ;  the  heads,  iu  baoRO  relievo,  which  gnrmoiinted  seven 
of  the  arches,  have  been  ruferrod,  by  cniinuut  antiquaries,  to  the  remote  era  of  the  lower 
empire.  Four  of  these  were  i)lm:cJ  by  Mr  AVolter  lloss,  in  his  tower  at  Deanhaugh, 
and  on  its  demolition  in  1814,  they  were  secured  by  Sir  Wulter  Scott,  ulong  with  a  large 
■hallow  stone  buHin,  which  Hurvcd  as  the  fountiiiii  from  whence  wine  was  distributed  at  the 
Cross  on  uecoNions  of  festivity.  All  of  these  objects  are  now  among  the  antiquities  at 
Abbotsford. 

The  ancient  pillar  which  surmounted  the  octagonal 
building,  has  been  described  by  Arnot,*  and  most  of  his 
successors,  as  a  "  column  consisting  of  one  stone  up- 
wards of  twenty  feet  high,  spangled  with  thistles,  and 
adorned  with  a  Corinthian  ca])itnl."  It  is  still  preserved 
on  the  Drum  estate,  near  Edinburgh,  whither  it  was 
removed  by  Lord  Somerville  in  1750,  but  it  in  no  way 
corresponds  with  this  description."  It  is  an  octagonal 
gothic  pillar,  built  of  separate  stones,  held  together  by 
iron  clom[is,  with  a  reniurkably  beautiful  gothic  capital, 
consisting  of  dragons  with  their  heads  and  tails  inter- 
twined, and  surmounted  by  a  battlementcd  to]),  on 
which  the  unicorn  was  formerly  seated,  holding  nn  iron 
cross. 

From  this  ancient  editicc,  royal  proclamations,  and 
the  more  solemn  denunciations  of  the  luw,  were  an- 
nounced ;  nnd  here  also  the  chief  pageants  were  dis- 
played on  occasions  of  jiublic  rejoicings.  Before  the  art 
of  printing  was  invented,  all  Acts  of  Parliament  nnd  other 
matters  of  public  interest  were  published  from  it  to  the 
people,  nnd  from  thence  also  the  miniiu  heralds  of  the 
unseen  world,  cited  the  gnllunt  Junies  and  the  nation's 
chivalry  to  the  domains  of  Pluto,  immediately  before  the  Battle  of  Flodden. 

No  incident  in  history  npi)eurs  to  us  more  strongly  to  mark  the  perversion  of  taste,  and 
the  total  absence  of  tli'!  whulesonie  s|)irit  of  veneration,  that  prevoiled  during  the  eighteenth 
century,  than  the  demolition  ()f  this  most  interesting  national  monument.  The  love  of 
destructiveuess  could  alone  instigate  the  act,  for  its  site  was  in  the  widest  part  of  the  High 
Street,  at  a  time  when  the  Luckenbooths  narrowed  the  upper  part  of  that  thoroughfare  to 
half  its  breadth,  and  immediately  below  it  stood  the  guard-house,  "  a  long,  low,  ugly  build- 
ing, which,  to  a  fanciful  imugimition,  might  have  suggested  the  idea  of  a  long  black  snail 
crawling  up  the  middle  of  the  High  Street,  and  deforming  its  beautiful  esplanade."'  No 
such  haste,  however,  wos  shown  in  removing  this  unsightly  building.  Its  deformity  gave  no 
offence  to  civic  taste,  and  it  continued  to  encumber  the  street  till  near  the  close  of  the  cen- 
tury.    Propositions  have  been  nu»de  at  various  times  for  the  restoration  of  the  City  Cross. 
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'  Arnot,  |i.  303.  «  Kestored  in  front  .if  St  Qili'u'ji  Calliedral,  18159. 

'  Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,  vol.  i.  p.  247. 

VioKETTE— The  Capital  of  the  City  Cross. 
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We  shall  only  add,  that  until  our  oivio  rulers  manifest,  by  some  luoh  act,  a  regard  for  the 
monuments  of  antiquity  committed  to  their  care,  they  must  take  their  unenviable  share  in 
the  minstrel's  curse : — 

Dim  Edin'i  Craw,  •  pllUr'd  itoa*, 

H4>M  on  ft  tiirrat  ootagon  ; 

But  DOW  it  tsnd  lh*t  monummt, 

Wh«m  roytl  tdlot  rang, 
And  Toice  of  tkotUnd'i  Uw  wu  wnt 

In  glorioua  trunip«t  oUnf , 
Oh  I  b*  hU  tomb  h  lud  to  ImmI, 
Upon  iU  dull  deitroyer'i  hod  !— 
A  minatrel'i  msllton  ii  uld.* 

Large  portions  nf  the  city  wall  have  been  demolished  Arom  time  to  time,  owing  to  the 
extension  of  the  town  a«id  the  many  alterations  that  have  been  made  on  the  older  portions 
(if  it,  so  tliat  only  a  few  Mattered  fragments  remain.  These,  however,  are  sufficient  to  show 
the  nature  of  the  ancient  fortifications.  No  part  of  the  earliest  wall,  erected  under  the 
charter  of  James  IL,  in  1450,  is  now  visible,  if  we  except  the  fine  old  ruin  of  the  Well- 
house  tower,  at  the  base  of  the  Castle  rock,  which  formed  a  strong  protection  at  that 
point  where  the  overhanging  cli£f  might  have  otherwise  enabled  an  enemy  to  approach  under 
its  shelter.  A  fragment  of  this  wall,  about  fifty  feet  long  and  twenty  feet  in  height,  was 
found  in  1832,  about  ten  feet  south  from  the  Advocates'  Library,'  when  digging  for  the 
foundations  of  a  new  lock-up-house,  in  connection  with  the  Parliament  House;  and,  in 

1845,  another  considerable  por- 
tion was  disclosed  to  the  east 
of  this,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Parliament  Stairs,  in  making 
the  more  recent  additions  to 
tiie  same  building.  Both  of 
these  fragments  have  been 
closed  over  by  the  new  build- 
ings, and  may  in  all  proba- 
bility continue  to  exist  for 
centuries.  The  next  addition 
to  the  fortifications  of  the 
city  is  the  well-known  Flodden 
wall,  reared,  as  already  de- 
scribed, by  the  terrified  citizens 
in  1513.'  Of  this  there  stUl 
remains  the  large  portion  form- 
ing the  north  side  of  Drummond  Street ;  an  interesting  little  frogment  at  the  back  of 
the  Society,  at  Bristo  Port,  curiously  pierced  for  windows  and  other  openings  ;  and, 
lastly,  the  old  tower  in  the  Vennel,  already  iiUuded  to,  which,  thonks  to  the  zealous 
efi'orts  of  Dr  Neill,  has  been  preserved  from  destruction,  when  the  Town  Council  had 
already  pronounced  its  doom  as  a  useless  encumbrance.     We  furnish  n  view  of  its  in- 


'  Harmion,  canto  v.  v.  25. 


'  Minor  Antiqiiitiea,  p.  73. 
ViaifETiE— Interior  of  thfl  Tower  in  the  Vennel. 


•  Aoto,  p.  8«. 
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terior,  with  the  embrainret  and  loop-holei,  m  it  appeared  before  the  erection  of  the  In- 
fant School  there. 

We  have  alreadjr  mentioned  the  erection  of  the  wall  in  Leith  Wynd,  a  coniiderable 
portion  of  which  itill  remain*,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  1640.*  Maitland 
desoribet  another  addition  in  1560,  extending  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  North  Loch, 
at  the  foot  of  Halkerston'a  Wynd.'  The  aouthern  wall  of  tlie  west  wing  of  Trinity  Hospital 
included  part  of  this  ancient  defence.  It  stood  about  six  feet  south  from  the  present 
retaining  wall  of  the  North  British  liailway,  in  the  Physio  Oordens,*  and  was  a  piece  of 
such  substantial  masonry,  that  its  demolition,  in  1846,  was  attended  with  great  labour, 
requiring  the  use  of  wedges  to  break  up  the  solid  mass.  In  1691,  the  citisens  were 
empowered,  by  Parliament,  to  raitie  money  on  all  lands  and  rents  within  Edinburgh,  towards 
strengthening  the  town,  by  an  addition  of  height  and  thickness  to  its  walls,  with  forcing 
places,  bulwarks,  or  flankers,  ix,;*  and  finally,  the  Common  Council  having,  in  1018, 
bought  from  Tours  of  Innerleith  ten  acres  of  land  at  the  Oreyfriars'  Port,  they  immediately 
ordered  it  to  be  enclosed  with  a  wall,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  forms  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Heriot's  Hosfiital  grounds.  It  only  remains  to  be  added,  that  the  last 
attempt  made  to  render  these  walls  an  e£fective  defence,-  was  in  the  memorable  year  1746; 
with  how  little  success  has  already  been  narrated.  From  the  evidence  brought  out  in  the 
course  of  Provost  Stewart's  trial,  they  seem  to  have  been,  at  that  period,  in  a  most  ruinous 
condition,  and  it  is  improbable  that  any  efforts  were  made  after  that  to  stay  their  further 
decay. 

The  changes  wrought  upon  the  town  itself  during  the  same  period  are  no  less  remark- 
able. Owing  to  its  peculiar  situation,  crowning  the  ridge  of  the  hill,  on  the  highest  point 
of  which  the  Castle  is  perched,  and  sloping  off  to  the  low  grounds  on  either  side,  its  limits 
seemed  to  our  ancestors  to  be  defined  almost  beyond  the  possibility  of  enlargement  The 
only  approach  to  the  main  street,  from  the  west,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
North  Bridge,  in  1765,  was  up  the  steep  and  crooked  thorouglifare  of  the  West  Bow,  by 
which  kings  and  nobles  so  often  entered  in  state,  and  from  thence  it  extended,  in  unbroken 
contiuuity  to  St  Mary's  and  Leith  Wynds.  Tlie  remainder  of  the  street,  through  the 
Canongate,  has  fortunately,  as  yet,  escaped  the  revision  of  "  improvements  commissioners," 
and  presents,  in  the  continuation  of  the  principal  thoroughfare  through  the  Nether  Bow  to 
the  Palace,  many  antique  features,  awaking  associations  of  the  period  when  the  Scottish 
nobility  resided  there  in  close  vicinity  to  the  Court. 

A  very  few  years,  however,  have  suflSced  to  do  the  work  of  centuries  in  the  demolition 
of  time-honoured  and  interesting  fabrics.  St  Giles's  Church  has  been  renovated  externally, 
and  reduced  to  the  insipid  standard  of  modern  uniformity.  George  IV.  Bridge,  and  its 
approaches,  liave  swept  away  nearly  all  the  West  Eow,  Gosford's  and  the  Old  Bank  Closes, 
Libberton's  Wynd,  and  some  of  the  most  interesting  houses  in  the  Cowgate.  The  projec- 
tors of  the  New  College  have  taken  for  its  site  another  portion,  including  the  Guise  Palace, 
in  Blytli's  Close,  which  borv,  on  its  north  front,  the  earliest  date  then  existing  on  any 
private  building  in  Edinburgh  ;  and  the  same  parties,  in  their  zeal  to  do  honour  to  Knox's 

>  Ante,  p.  44. 

*  Maitland,  p.  20,  where  it  ia  dofined  u  at  tlie  foot  of  tibbtrton'i  Wynd,  but  tliia  ia  obviuiialy  an  error. 

'  So  called  from  having  long  been  the  aite  of  the  Botanical  Qardena.  *  Maitland,  p.  46. 
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memory,  have  devoted  his  picturesque  old  domicile  to  deatruction.  The  Collegiate  Church 
of  Mary  of  Quelden  is  destined  to  a  similar  fate ;  and,  in  truth,  it  would  seem  as  if  a 
regular  crusade  had  been  organised  by  all  olaHHes,  having  for  its  object  to  root  out  every- 
thing in  Edinburgh  that  is  ancient,  picturesque,  or  interesting,  owing  to  local  or  historical 
associations,  and  t?  substitute  in  their  stead  the  commonplace  uniformity  of  the  New  Town. 
One  effect,  however,  of  all  this  has  been,  by  so  grpntly  diminishing  these  ancient  fabrics, 
to  awake  an  increased  interest  in  the  few  thitt  iviimiu,  while,  even  by  the  demolition  of 
others,  many  curious  features  have  been  brought  to  light,  which  would  otherwise  have 
remained  unknown. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  dctnired  that  a  lively  venpration  for  these  monuments  of  past  times 
may  be  more  widely  diffused,  and  produce  such  a  wholesome  spirit  of  conservatism,  as  may 
at  least  preserve  those  that  remain  from  reckless  destruction.  An  antiquary,  indeed,  may 
at  times  seem  to  resemble  some  querulous  crone,  who  shakes  her  head,  with  boding  predic- 
tions of  evil  at  the  slightest  variance  from  her  own  narrow  rule  ;  but  the  new,  and  what 
may  be  called  the  genteel  style  of  taste,  which  has  prevailed  during  the  earlier  portion  of 
the  present  century,  has  too  well  justified  his  complaints.  The  old  Parliament  Close,  with 
its  irregular  Elizabethan  Court  houses,  and  the  ancient  Collegiate  Church  (which  on  that 
side  at  least  was  ornate  and  unique),  have  been  remodelled  according  to  the  newest  fashion, 
and,  to  complete  the  change,  the  good  old  name  of  Close,  which  is  pleasingly  associated 
with  the  cloistral  courts  of  the  niaguificunt  cathedrals  and  abbeys  of  England,  has  been 
replaced  by  the  modern,  and,  in  this  case,  ridiculous  one  of  Square.  In  full  accordance 
with  this  is  the  still  more  recent  substitution  of  the  name  of  North  British  Close  for  that 
of  Hnlkerston's  Wynd — the  only  thing  that  remained  about  that  ancient  alley  to  com- 
memorate the  death  of  David  Halkerstoun  of  Halkirstoun,  while  bravely  defending  this 
passage  against  the  English  in  1544.  Modern  imitations  of  the  antique,  such  as  have 
\y&xx  attempted  in  the  newest  thoroughfares  in  the  Old  Town,  are  easily  erected,  with  more 
or  less  taste,  and  as  easily  replaced.  But  if  the  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh  is  once  destroyed, 
no  wealth  can  restore  the  many  interesting  associations  that  still  linger  about  its  ancient 
halls. 


'H 


VloNETTE — Ancient  Doorway  in  Halkcnstun'n  Wjnd. 
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LOCAL  ANTIQUITIES  AND  TRADITIONS. 


Ctiinbuigd. 

loatsU'd  on  hillii,  bar  htitd  nnn  itanye  bowrea, 

SbinM  Edinburgh,  proud  of  protaoting  powers : 

Juatice  dafamla  bar  beart ;  Raliglon  eaat 

Wltb  tamplea  ;  Mara  witb  towraa  dotb  guard  tba  waat : 

Fraah  Nympbea  and  Cerra  aerTing,  waite  upon  bar ; 

And  Thatia,  tribuUrie,  doth  bar  honour. 

The  aaa  doth  Venica  ahaka  ;  Home  Tibar  baataa  ; 

Whilat  She  bot  acornea  bar  Taaaall  wattarea'  threata. 

For  aoeptera  no  where  atandea  a  towna  moro  Htt, 

Nor  place  where  towue,  vorld'a  Queene,  may  fairer  aitt. 

Bot  tbia  Thy  praiae  ia,  above  all  moat  brave, 

No  man  did  e'er  difiame  Thee  bot  a  slave. 

Drummmd  0/  ffawAomdn, 
Prnm  the  Latin  of  Dr  Arthur  Jokntttnt. 


Z\)t  Soton. 

Th*  ihailjr  lui«,  tba  hmlgeruw,  and  the  wood, 

Aud  riprninK  fleUU  have  wun  tlia  |>ait'i  hurt, 

Until  the  liira  <i(  Nntura  !•  ii  p«rt 

0(  bU  luiirf  lidng  ; — jrit  own  I  tb«  mood 

That  aeelti  out  nature  in  the  crowded  mart, 

Nor  tbinka  the  |>oet'a  teaching  unwitbatood, 

Becauae,  within  the  thiclier  aolitude 

Of  peopled  oitiea,  (ancj  playi  ita  part :  — 

"Man  made  the  town,"  and  therefore  feliowiuau 

Maj  garner  there,  within  ita  duakjr  lauea 

Of  pent-up  life,  an  airy  enipyrtmn. 

Dwelling  apart,  in  aynipathy,  uliere  wanea 

The  light  of  preaent  being,  while  the  VHat 

"  Haa  been"  awakea  again, — the  being  uf  the  pant. 


Hoar  relic  of  the  patt,  whoae  ancient  apire 
Climba  heavenward  amid  the  crnwiled  mart. 
Keeping  aa  'twere  within  the  city'a  heart, 
One  ibrine  where  reverent  thougbta  may  yet  retire  ; 
And  dreaming  fancies,  from  the  world  apart. 
Wander  among  old  talea  of  which  thou  art 
Sole  relic.     la  it  Tain  that  we  inquire 
Somewhat  of  acenea  where  thou  haat  borne  a  part  ? 
Mine  own  St  Gilea  I     Old  faaliiona  have  gone  by, 
And  auperatitiona, — even  of  the  heart,— 
Thyaelf  baa  changed  aome  wrinktea  for  a  imart 
New  auit  of  modern  faahion.     To  my  eye 
The  old  one  beat  beieemed  thee,  yet  the  more 
Cling  I  to  what  remaina,  the  aoul  of  yore. 


CHAPTER  I. 
THE    CASTLE. 


^H£  liistoricul  iiicidcntH  narrated  in  the  earlier 
part  uf  tlio  work,  exhibit  the  Castle  of 
Kilinburgh  os  the  nucleus  round  which  the  town 
bus  gruduiiUy  ariHcn.  Notwithstanding  the  numerous  sieges  which  it  has  stood,  the 
(levastationH  to  which  it  has  been  subjected  by  Huccessive  conquerors,  and  above  all,  the 
total  changes  in  its  defences,  consequent  on  the  alterations  introduced  in  modern  war- 
fare, it  still  contains  remains  of  an  earlier  date  than  any  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
'indent  capital. 

Tlic  main  portion  of  the  fortifications,  however,  must  be  referred  to  a  period  subsequent 
to  the  wiegc  in  1572,  when  it  was  surrendered  by  8ii  William  Kirkcaldy,  after  it  hitd  been 
reduced  nearly  to  a  heiij)  of  ruins.  In  a  rejH)rt  futniplud  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  from 
(lo<;uments  preserved  in  that  department,  it  appears  that,  in  1574  (only  two  years  after 
the  siege),  the  governor,  George  Douglas  of  Parkhcad,  repaired  the  walls,  and  built  the 
half-moon  buttery,  on  the  site,  it  may  be  presumed,  of  David's  Towtr,  whicli  was 
demolished  in  the  course  of  the  siege.'  Tradition  affixes  the  Protector's  name  to  a  small 
tower,  with  crow-stepiied  gables,  builfto  the  east  of  the  great  draw-well,  forming  the 
highest  i)oiut  of  this  battery.     It  is,  without  doubt,  a  building  erected  long  before  Crom- 

■  MS.  Report,  It.  M'Krrlie,  Esq.,  Ordnanca  Office,  wharein  it  ti  further  lUtad  that,— "lu  1S75,  tha  Citadel  cou- 
tnined  eight  diitinct  Tiiwrn,  (renting  tlia  Old  Town  and  louth-watt,  and  twelve  buildingi  were  guteide  the  Citadel  but 
within  the  walla,  eight  uf  which  were  in  a  caatelUted  furm." 

Vio.NbTTi— Edinburgh  Caatle,  frum  a  drawing  by  T.  Stndby,  about  17(0. 
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well'*  timp,  mill,  tn  nil  u|i|it>nrnnci<,  coovul  with  tlip  Imttcry,  liiit  Ur  comnmniling  ponUlnn 
•ml  oxtcnitivo  view  nro  ni)t  iiiilikfly  to  lmv<>  nrrvittvil  \\\*  imtico.  ( 'oimliliTnblv  |Nirtii)nii  of 
tho  wcntorii  fortitlciitiiinii,  tlio  |inrn|H>t  witll,  nml  |)iirt  liolon  nf  the  hulf-nioon  hnttfry,  mid 
tlio  ornunxMitnl  (M)|)iii)(  iinil  vrnhruziiri'H  it'  thu  north  miil  ciiitt  Imttorii**,  im  well  um  the 
hoiiNo  now  o<-cu|)ii'<l  by  tho  liiirrnck  lerKt'uiit,  uro  of  n  much  liitvr  date.  Thu  liiiililing  Init 
montinncti,  ititimtcd  immodiiktcly  to  the  north  of  tho  yrund  imnulc,  lK>nrii  a  eloie  ri'ieni'- 
bliinco  in  iti«  ((cnvrnl  iitylo  to  tho  Diiricn  IIoump,  orected  in  ItlUH,  mid  tho  whole  n<  /, 
with  every  |>rol)ahility,  lie  referred  to  nearly  tho  Miime  period,  towards  the  close  uf  William 
Ill.'it  roign. 

Very  romiideralilo  alteriktionn  liiive  liecti  nmde  from  time  to  time  on  the  a|>|iroach  to  the 
furtresH  from  the  town.  The  preNent  lirotul  i'i«|>liina<le  wuh  formed  ohiefly  with  the  rubbiith 
removed  from  thu  site  of  the  Itoynl  Kxclmngu,  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid  in  1753. 
In  (lie  vury  accurate  view  of  the  ('untie  furnished  by  Maitluiid,  from  u  drtiwiiiff  by  T. 
Hiindby,  which  rcjircscnts  it  previous  to  tliis  date,  there  is  only  a  narrow  roadway, 
evidently  of  artiticiul  cimtitniction,  raised  nearly  to  the  present  level,  which  may  pndiably 
have  Ihuhi  iniide  on  the  destruction  of  the  Hpur,  un  ancient  battery  that  occupied  a 
considerable  |iart  of  the  Castle  Hill,  until  it  was  demolishetl  by  order  of  the  Estates  of 
rui.i'iment,  August  2,  1(I4U.'  Tlie  previous  elevation  of  tho  ground  had  evidently  been 
no  higher  than  the  bottom  of  the  present  dry  ditch.  The  curious  bird's-eye  view  of  the 
Castle,  taken  in  \>u'A  (a  fac-simile  of  which  is  given  in  the  'Jnd  volume  of  thu  Bannatyne 
Miscellany),  and  all  tho  earlier  maps  of  Kdinlmrgli,  re|)resent  the  Castle  us  rising  abruptly 
on  the  east  side,  and  in  that  of  157A,  from  which  we  have  copied  a  view  of  the  Castle,*  the 
entrance  a|ipcars  to  lie  by  a  long  flight  of  ste|is.  It  nniy  ]*erhaps  be  considered  as  a 
confirmation  of  this,  that  in  the  representations  of  the  fortress,  as  Inirne  in  the  arms  of 
the  burgh,  a  similar  mode  of  approach  is  generally  shown.' 

Immediately  within  the  drawbridge,  there  formerly  stood  an  ancient  and  highly  orna- 
mental gateway,  near  the  barrier  guard-room.  It  was  adorned  with  pilasters,  and  very 
rich  mouldings  carried  over  the  arch,  and  surmounted  with  a  renuirkably  curious  piece  of 
sculpture,  in  basso  relievo,  set  in  an  oblong  panel,  containing  a  representation  of  the 
famous  cannon,  Mons  Meg,  with  groups  of  ancient  artillery  and  military  weiijions.  This 
fine  old  port  was  only  demolished  in  the  lieginning  of  the  present  century,  owing  to  its 
being  found  too  narrow  to  give  admission  t<i  modern  carriages  and  waggons,  when  the 
present  plain  and  inelegant  gateway  was  erected  on  its  site.  Part  of  the  curious  carving 
alluded  to  has  since  been  placed  over  tho  entrance  to  the  Ordnance  Office  in  the  Castle, 
and  the  remaining  portion  is  now  preserved  in  the  Antiqimrian  Museum.* 

Immediately  to  tho  west  of  this,  another  ancient  ornamented  gateway  still  exists. 


'  Bannatjrno  Mine,  vol.  ii.  p.  3S)».  »  Ante.  p.  8. 

•  In  tlia  mirvoy  (if  tho  Cutle,  taken  for  Sir  Willism  Driiry  !n  1S7'J,  tin  following  dmcriptlon  ocoiim  :— "  On  the  fore 
parte  eRtwanlc,  next  the  tuwnr,  RlHiidrt  liku  iiij"  fuote  of  tliu  haule,  anil  next  unto  the  same  atnntla  Dnvyes  Towre,  anil 
from  it  a  coiirteii,  with  vj  cannonn,  in  loopea  of  atone,  lookingu  in  the  atreatwanln  ;  ami  bchyiiil  the  aame  atandua  uiiother 
tearu  of  orilinance,  lyke  xvj  footn  clym  above  the  ottier  ;  anil  at  the  nnrthe  emltf  ataniU  the  Cuiiataiilfa  Towre;  and  in 
the  bottom  of  the  aani(%  is  tho  way  into  tlie  Ciuille,  with  xl"  atepiM'a.''  The  nninber  of  the  ateppa  ia  ia  another  hand,  the 
MS.  iieing  partially  injured.  — Bium.  Miac,  vol.  ii.  p.  '19. 

'  Vide  pp  1  and  ft,  for  views  of  these  atunea.  Tht>y  wore  proMerveil,  anil  placed  in  their  present  aitiiations  through  the 
good  taato  of  11.  M'Ktrlii-,  Eiki.,  of  the  Uiduance  OlBee,  to  whoae  recollections  of  the  old  gateway,  when  an  officer  in 
the  garriKun  iu  ISOU,  we  are  inoinl;  indebted  fur  the  above  description. 


THH  CASTLK. 


i>J 


AlotiK  the  dc<'|ily  nrfhrnl  vuult  wliii'li  lt>iuU  into  the  Aryyle  lUttfry,  nmy  Iw  trnvetl  tli« 
<i|)«niiiKi  for  two  |N>rti'iilliii(>ii,  ninl  tliu  liiiiKi'i  of  icvcral  iiuiTt>iiiiiv«  g**'*'*  timt  formerly 
Kuarded  tliii«  int|N)rtnnt  \mt».  In  Huiulliy'it  view,  nlrciuly  ri'fvrri'd  to,  from  which  th« 
vignettu  at  th«  hcuil  of  thin  i'hu|iti>r  in  i'o|iJui|,  thiH  ((ati'wiiy  i«  Nhown  a«  Hninhiul  with  an 
•mhattled  |)ara|K)t,  itud  a  tint  roof,  on  which  n  y^wwttX  could  Im*  itntioncd  fur  iti«  <iufi>nce  i 
hut  liucu  th(!n  it  hint  Iwcn  diiitljfurcd  hy  tiic  oructiou  ovrr  it  of  iin  additional  Imilding, 
of  »  vury  iinornuniuntal  uhiirnctor,  intended  fur  (iui  \\w  of  the  inuitter  cnrimiiler. 

The  uimrtnuMit  iinuuMliutely  uhove  tho  Ihuk  vanlted  archway,  \»  a  piaeo  of  |H>cnliar 
intoruMt,  um  tliu  umient  fltato  priiinn  of  tho  Cinttic.  Within  thiit  gloomy  otronKhold,  Imth 
the  Muri|uii*  iind  Kitrl  of  Ar^vlc  wore  moxt  )<r<d)»hly  contlned  |iruviou*  to  trial ;  and  horu 
aUo  many  of  leaner  note  have  been  held  in  ciiptivity  at  diffurunt  |H>riodi),  down  to  tht* 
eventful  year  ITKt,  when  nuniemui*  noble  itiid  ((idlant  adherontM  of  tho  houne  of  Htuart 
were  uontine<l  in  it,  an  well  an  other*  nuniiected  of  iin  attachment  to  tho  name  caune,'  The 
lant  xtate  iiriMoncm  lod((od  iu  thix  ntroUKhold  were  Wntt  and  Downie,  aieuH.il  of  hi^h 
treason,  in  1704,  the  former  of  whom  wan  condemned  and  exerute«!.  !i,  wan  at  tirnt 
intended  to  have  fulHIIed  the  lentence  of  the  law  at  the  ancient  )ilaco  of  execution  for 
traitorn,  on  the  Cantle  Hill,  hut  thin  lieiuK  coiHidered  liiihle  to  he  conntrucd  into  a  betrayal 
of  fear  on  the  part  of  (iovcrnnient,  an  neekin>;  to  place  thcmnelven  under  the  protection  of 
the  L'antle  k""*)  )>"  wan  ultimately  executeil  in  the  Ijiwrinuirket. 

The  only  other  (dijectn  of  interent  in  the  outer  fortrenn  are  the  (lovernor'n  Hounc,  n 
l)uildin)(  probably  erected  in  the  reijjn  of  Cjueen  Anne,  and  the  Armoury,  immediately 
Iwhind  it,  whel'o  a  well  ap|)ointed  ntoro  of  arinn  in  prenerved,  neatly  arranged,  intermixed 
with  nomo  relicn  of  ancient  warfare.  In  the  exterior  fortiHcationn,  to  the  went  of  the 
Armoury,  may  ntill  be  traced  the  archway  of  the  ancient  |N)ntern,  which  hiin  been  built  uji 
for  many  yearn.  Here  Vincount  Dundeu  held  hin  conference  with  the  Duke  of  Gortlon, 
when  on  bin  way  to  raine  the  Hi^hliind  cliinn  in  favour  of  Kin^r  Jamen,  while  the  Con- 
vention were  annembled  in  the  I'arliameut  iloune,  and  were  proccediiifiC  to  nettle  the  crown 
upon  William  and  Mary.  With  only  thirty  of  hin  dra^oonn,  he  rode  down  Ix'ith  Wynd, 
and  along  what  wan  called  tho  liong-Oato,  u  road  nearly  on  the  prenent  lino  of  Princes 
Htreet,  while  the  town  wan  beating  to  armn  to  purnuc  him.  Leaving  hin  men  at  tho  Kirk- 
brnc-hoad,  he  clambered  up  the  rock  at  thin  place,  and  urgently  benought  the  Duke  to 
ncc(im|>nny  him  to  the  Highlandn,  and  nunmiun  hin  uumoroun  vannaln  to  rine  on  behalf  of 
King  Jamcn.  The  Duko,  however,  preferred  to  remain  and  hold  out  the  Cantlc  for  the 
terror  of  the  (Convention,  and  Dundee  hantily  pursued  hin  way  tu  Stirling.*  On  thin  name 
site  we  may,  with  every  probability,  prenunic  the  ancient  postern  to  have  stood,  through 
which  tho  body  of  the  [)ioun  Queen  Margaret  wan  secretly  conveyed  in  the  year  1003,  while 
the  fortrenn  wan  bcniegod  by  Donald  Bane,  the  usurper.' 

The  mont  intc^rentiiig  buildingn,  however,  in  the  t'antle,  are  to  be  found,  as  might  be 

'  The  relwl  ladiu  *n  al(o  uiii  to  liavo  Iwan  coiiAiimI  tbaro,  and  IjaXj  Ogilvie  made  her  eacape  in  tha  drraa  of  a 
waaberwuman,  brought  bjr  Miaji  ij..;M>rtiii,  who  reinaiuml  in  her  atcatl ;  aiie  waa  allowed  afterwardi,  to  go  free. 

'  Minor  Antii|nitiei,  |>  65. 

'  Ant«,  p.  3,  it  iiaa  been  atateti  (\Vull(ii  in  tviinlmrgh,  ().  5'J),  but,  wo  ttiink,  witliont  autttciont  (niilence.  that  the 
Caatle  waa  without  fortlAcitiuni  on  the  weat  iind  north  aidea  until  a  recent  jHiriiMl,  tradition  naaigning  their  Ant  erection 
to  William  in.  Hot  the  aanie  walla  that  atill  eiiat  iippear  in  Oordon'a  map,  1il48,  with  the  remaina  of  niinuua  build- 
ingi  attached  t"  them,  proving  their  iintiqiiity  at  that  rnrlier  d.ite, 
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nntici|NiUil,  on  tlie  loftieiit  anil  leMt  krreiiiilile  |t«rt  of  the  rock  on  which  it  iit  liiiilt.  Merr, 
on  th«  wry  e«li(e  of  the  prfci|iitoii*  oliif,  owrhauginK  ''**  ^'1''  Towu  kwithI  huti>ln>(l  fevt 
Iwlow,  the  Mncicnt  lioykl  IViiu-o  i«  renretl,  rormiiiK  the  nouth  mikI  ciwt  iiiUm  of  n  lartro  qnaiU 
rnniflts  L'*llu<i  the  (irand  IVratie.  TIm  cliiof  |N)rtion  of  tlio  nonthitrn  nidn  of  thi»  •ii|iiari< 
i!<iii«i«ta  fA  K  larKo  kiicient  ediHce,  long  ronvurtod  into  iin  hoipitui  for  thit  ^wt\*'in,  Imt 
whirh  hnd  U'vn  originally  the  grvnt  hnll  of  the  I'ltlm-c.  NutwithatandinK  tho  numoroim 
i!luuig(>«  to  which  it  hu  boon  luhjected  in  ndupting  it  to  iti  iireient  UMt,  lonif  rcnininii  of 
its  anrivnt  Krandonr  h«ve  Iwen  presvryed.  At  the  to|i  of  the  i>rincl|iul  Ntitiriiuo  nmy  he 
•ei>n  II  very  Hnoly  tuulptured  itone  corliel,  now  loniowhat  mutilatt'd,  rt>pr«iientiiiK  in  front 
II  female  fuou  of  very  good  proportionn,  and  ornamented  oh  each  with  a  volute  and  f  hiittle. 
On  thiit  Rtill  roit«  the  original  oak  I  n  i  and  on  either  aide  of  it  llmni  are  miiikller  licnniit 
lot  into  the  wall,  with  Nhieldii  carven  on  the  front  of  each.  The  whi.le  are  now  dofnrcd 
with  whituwaah,  but  they  afford  evidence  of  the  exintcnce  formerly  of  a  6no  (i|)en  timlKired 
roof  to  the  great  hall,  and  it  ii  prolwhie  that  much  more  of  it  •till  rcniainx,  though  ron- 
coaled  liy  modern  ceilinga  and  partition!.  From  the  oecai*ionul  aiitenihling  of  the  I'lirlia- 
ment  here,  while  the  Hcottiih  Monarcha  continued  to  reaide  in  the  t'aatle,  it  atill  retain* 
the  name  of  the  Parliament  Houm.' 

The  view  from  the  window*  on  thin  aide  of  the  Palace  ia  acarct>ly  aurpiisaed  by  any  otlur 
in  the  capital.  Immcdiutely  below  are  the  pictureaque  old  houaet>  of  the  (iraaamnrkct  and 
Wcat  Port,  crowned  by  the  magniflcent  tuwera  of  Heriot'a  Huapital.  Ooin  thiu  itbyaa, 
the  hum  of  the  neighbouring  city  riaes  up,  mellowed  by  the  diatance,  into  oiij  pleaaing 
voice  of  life  and  induatry ;  while,  beyond,  a  gorgeoua  landaca|)e  ia  aprcml  out,  rcikdiing 
almoat  to  the  ancient  landmark*  of  the  kingdom,  guitrded  on  the  far  eaut  by  the  old  keep 
of  Craigmillar  Caatle,  and  on  the  weat  by  Merchiaton  Tower.  Between  theae  ia  atill  aecn 
the  wide  expanse  of  the  Borough  Muir,  on  which  the  fanciful  eye  of  one  familiar  with  the 
national  hiatory  will  aunimon  up  the  Scottish  hoata  marahalling  for  aouthcrn  war  ;  aa  when 
the  gallant  Jameaea  liMikcd  forth  from  theae  same  towcra,  and  proudly  lieheld  them  guther> 
ing  nround  the  atandurd  of  "  the  Buddy  Lion,"  pitched  in  the  mosaive  "  JJuro  Htauv,"* 
atill  remaining  at  the  Borough  Muir  Head. 

Immediately  to  the  cast  of  this,  the  royal  apartment*  are  situated.  Tlio  wiiidowa  in  thia 
part  of  the  quadrangle  have  been  very  large,  though  now  jmrtly  built  up,  and  near  the  top 
of  the  building,  there  ia  a  aculptured  shield,  much  defaced,  which  seema  to  bear  the  Hcot- 
tiali  Lion,  with  a  crown  over  it     A  stone  tablet  over  the  arch  of  the  old  doorway,  with 


'  In  tlm  TreMuror'*  Acouunta,  varluiii  itami  occur,  ninting  to  tL*  rojral  tpartinenUi  in  the  '.'lutlv,  t.ij.  *.l>.  ITilA,  "  (or 
train  werk  (tlinbtr  work)  lur  Tlia  Urnt  Haw  Winduii  m  tb>  Cattail ;  grat  gaitia,  iluiiMII  lUlii,  to.,  fur  tlia  Myil  Clia' 
ttier  ;  "  anil,  again,  "to  Rubart  Baljra  (ur  fliirtng  n(  the  Lunlit  Haw  in  Daviilla  Tuwar  uf  tlio  (wtall  in  E<l'  " — I'ituairu'a 
Crlni.  Triali,  Appandix.  The  Hall  it  aUu  alluilail  tu  in  the  aurvay  of  1S72,  anil  iu  locality  ilncrilioil  at  "Uu  tlia  loiith 
•yile  wbvr  tba  baula  it,"  Ac. — Bann.  Mito.,  vol,  ii.  p.  70,  In  a  tcriat  uf  "One  hunilrail  anil  Aft;  txlaot  viewi,  by  I'- 
Hanilby,"  publithed  by  Buyittll,  there  it  una  of  Kilinburgh  Cattle  from  the  muth,  ilatail  1779,  Iu  which  two  uf  the  great 
hull  windowt  remain ;  they  are  lofty,  axtamliiig  through  two  atorlM  uf  the  buililiiig,  itt  uuw  arrauKi"!,  and  apparoutly 
divided  by  atone  mulliona.     The  coping,  tuppurtad  on  ttona  curbelt,  ttill  remaint  at  in  tho  aarliett  views, 

'  Bitn  Slant,  to  culled  from  the  hollow  or  bort  into  whiub  the  tttlTof  the  royal  ttundard  wat  pltcml  (vide  Hariiiiun, 
canto  IV,  V,  2H),  About  a  mile  aouth  of  thia,  near  the  entrance  tu  Murtuu  Hall,  it  the  //are  titanf  (cuiifonitiled  by 
Maitlaud,  p,  COti,  with  the  former),  Varioun  ttunet  in  Uloucettertliirc  and  othnr  ilialricta  of  EiiKliiiid  bear  the  unie 
name,  whkb  an  antic|uuriun  friend  tuggettt  it  probibly  derived  from  the  Suxun  //tlr,  tiguifying  §tawihUr,  anil  therefore 
indicntiiig  the  lita  of  an  ancient  battle.  About  a  niila  to  the  touth  of  thit,  a  huge  Uruidical  iiiaaa  of  red  aanditiine  biiarr 
the  name  uf  Buck  Slant.  The  two  laat  are  popularly  believed  to  mark  the  rendeivoua  of  the  Court  for  conning  the 
bare  ur  bunting  the  buuk  iu  "The  olden  time," 
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th«  itiitlftti*  II.  niul  M.  inwr»u|{hl,  fur  IIknhy  iitnl  M\hy,  ami  fho  ilnti>  lAfl'l,*  cim>ni<!ni<i- 
r»tra  lh<t  liirth  (iT  (liiiiii'ii  VI.,  on  thi*  llMli  ifunu  of  llmt  yntr.  TIik  •ninll  ronrii,  which  wm 
the  ■('(■nil  i>t'  Ihlit  im|N>rt»iit  vvt'iit,  furnit  the  Houth-onitt  M\\^\v  <>(  (ho  hiiililint;,  It  i*  niiiirii- 
liirly  irrciKulnr  in  fnrni  niul  (■ircuni«<'rlbi'<l  in  it*  tliinmiiiiini),  il><  ^rentvul  hMi^th  lii-iiiK  Ijlthi 
niont  thun  ri^ht  f«<*(,  Thti  ruom  wm  furnierly  nvntly  piinclhiil  with  wniniicoi,  imt,  rtltiT 
iM'iiiK  nhiviidoiioti  for  yntri  M  a  driiiklnK-rooni  lo  thu  cnntoiin,  iniiclk  of  thi*  hiii*  Ihtii 
ri'iu'wi'ii  in  5  vtity  riiUo  and  iueieioint  ftuhion.  Thi<  ori)(inal  coilin)(,  however,  i^  pre- 
iierveil,  wrought  In  urnnnicntal  wmHien  |mneU,  witli  th«  initinU  I,  It,  unii  M.  it.  ■nirtiioiinteil 
with  thu  royal  crown,  in  nitcrnatu  ei>ni|iartmealit ;  nod,  on  the  wall,  the  I'oinniihiorulivu 
initcrl|ition,  in  Llaek  luttor,  meutionvd  hy  Maitlitnd,  «till  romainn,  with  the  Htiottinh  nrtn* 
over  it  :— 

%»tt  f  tlU  Ct(f<t,  ItlKI  (ItHHIl  •«<  Witt  <ll*fN(«, 

\h**if**  iti  9tnt,«uk«l«  Vtilfii  tttt  It  Inn'. 

Mil*  Ml*  #11  «>«ni(  (Mtt«<l«M,  I*  ntifiM  <llll. 

Hunt  in  ilt#  nttlmt,  if  iMr  it  li  Chf  will 
■W  •tnnt,  O  Vtri,  ^ukot  (ttir  (f  Wii  f i«(tft 
9t  I*  Cl  f  tftntr  dn*  r MM.  MM. 
ItUi  tVNII,  IMit. 

At  the  tiack  nf  the  fireplace  wait  formerly  ahown  a  liiie,  ^nid  to  hnve  nerver)  n*  tlie 
conimunleiktion  through  whieh  a  wir>-  wum  roiiveyed  to  a  hoiiMo  In  the  'iraiiHTiinrkut,  itud 
there  nttaehed  to  a  hell,  tu  adviMu  the  (juern'H  CiitholiR  frieiiilM  of  the  birth  of  Iter  »oii. 
The  nHO  of  bcIlM,  however,  exeejit  in  chiireh  iitevpleii,  Ik  of  it  niin'li  iiiorc  iiiiiderii  iliite;  and 
equnlly  iipoery|iliiil  in  another  Ntory  of  thu  infant  I'riiiee  having  been  xeeretly  let  down  over 
the  rock  in  a  basket,  into  the  hand*  of  theitu  Naniu  iidherentH  of  the  Cjiiuun,  to  bu  ediieated 
in  the  C'lithidie  religion. 

A  conaiderablu  part  of  the  ciMt  and  north  fruntii  of  the  ancient  Itiyal  I'liliice  iiccni, 
from  the  dutcH  on  tlium,  hh  well  rh  from  the  general  itylu  of  the  building,  to  have  beou 
erected  in  the  year  l(tl(t.  The  up|R'urance,  however,  of  many  |KirlionH  of  thu  interior 
leave  no  room  to  (hmbt  that  the  workii  of  that  date  were  only  a  partial  remodelling  of  a 
more  ancient  fabric.  Home  of  the  iitone  imneU  on  thu  ciMt  front  are  wrought  in  remark* 
ably  beautiful  Elizabethan  ornametitM,  and  on  one  of  them  the  regalia  have  been  Hculptured 
in  high  relief,  though  .tome  eluince  Hliot,  in  one  of  the  later  Miegeit  of  thu  (.'antle,  Iiim 
broken  away  tlic  larger  ]Hirtion  of  the  tigiirex.  Tiie  turrets  at  the  anglcH  of  thu  building, 
iiM  well  iM  the  clock  tower  in  thu  (|iiiulriingle,  were  originally  covered  with  ogeo  lead  roofit, 
Himiliir  to  that  iitill  remaining  on  the  turret  staircaMu  at  the  north  end. 

Immediately  below  thu  grand  hall,  aru  two  tierx  of  largo  and  Ht'oiigly-vaulted  liomb- 
proof  vaultH,  extending  below  the  |)avcd  court  of  the  (luiidrangle,  communicating  with  a 
wide  arched  paHxage,  entered  from  the  we§t  Kide.  Thu  Hniall  loop-hole  that  adniitn  light 
into  each  of  thcHO  huge  vaulta  ih  Htrongly  Hccured  by  three  rangCH  of  iron  barH,  and  a 
inaHHive  iron  gate  cIoach  the  entrance  to  the  otcep  tlight  of  utepii  that  give  admiHoion  to 
thu  dreary  duugconK.  Within  thcHC  gliwiniy  abodex  thu  French  pridonerw  were  contined 
during  thu  late  war,  above  forty  of  them  Hleepiug  in  a  single  vault.      We  furniMh  a  view 

'   Aiit«.  |>.  77.     Knini  IIih  atjrlii  nf  unminent,  it  ■p|irara  to  liavn  Iwrn  put  up  »t  »  UUr  |i«rl<Hl.  proliitbly  by  Jainn  Vt. 
on  Inn  villi  li<  Hciitlniicl  in  1017. 
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MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


of  one  of  them  as  it  *til1  oxifitB,  with  the  wooden  <Vnnie>work  thnt  iiistained  the  hammooki 
of  the  priionen. 


Immediately  below  Qaeen  Mary's  Room,  there  is  another  curiously-vaulted  dungeon, 
partly  excavated  out  of  the  solid  rock,  and  retaining  the  staple  of  an  iron  chain,  doubtless 
used  for  securing  the  limbs  of  some  wretched  captive  in  ancient  times.  No  date  can  with 
any  certainty  be  assigned  to  these  massive  foundations  of  the  Castle,  though  they  undoubt- 
edly belong  to  a  remote  period  of  its  history. 

In  making  some  repairs  on  the  went  front  of  the  royal  apartments  in  the  year  1830,  a 
remarkably  curious  and  interesting  discovery  was  made.  Nearly  in  a  line  with  the  Crown 
Room,  and  about  six  feet  from  the  pavement  of  the  quadrangle,  the  wall  was  observed, 
when  struck,  to  sound  hollow,  as  though  a  cavity  existed  at  that  place.  It  was  accord- 
ingly opened  from  the  outside,  when  a  recess  was  discovered,  measuring  about  two  feet 
six  inches  by  one  foot,  and  containing  the  remains  of  a  child,  enclosed  in  an  oak  coffin, 
evidently  of  great  antiquity,  and  very  much  decayed.  The  remains  were  wrapped  in  a 
cloth,  believed  to  be  woollen,  very  thickly  wove,  so  as  to  resemble  leather,  and  within  this 
were  the  decayed  fragments  of  a  richly-embroidered  silk  covering,  with  two  initials  wrought 
upon  it,  one  of  them  distinctly  marked  I.  This  interesting  discovery  was  reported  at  the 
time  to  Major  General  Thackery,  then  commanding  the  Royal  Engineers,  by  whose  orders 
they  were  again  restored  to  their  strange  place  of  sepulture,  where  they  still  remain.  It 
were  vain  now  to  attempt  a  solution  of  this  mysterious  discovery,  though  it  may  furnish 
the  novelist  with  material  on  which  to  found  a  thrilling  romance. 

Within  this  portion  of  the  old  Palace  is  the  Crown  Room,  where  the  ancient  Regalia 

VinHCTTK — French  Pri«onfr»'  Vmilt  in  the  Cniitlf. 
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of  Scutluid  ii  kept.  The  apurtment  iit  a  niiiaiive  bomb-proof  vault,  and  oontaini,  along 
with  theie  national  treaanres,  the  old,  iron-boand  oak  cheat  in  which  they  were  found  in 
the  year  1817.  The  remarkably  elegant  crown  w  referred,  with  every  probability,  to  the 
era  of  Bruce,  although  it  was  not  adorned  with  the  graceAil  concentric  arches  of  gold  till 
the  reign  of  James  V.  It  wati  further  completed  by  the  substitution  of  the  present  cap  of 
crimson  velvet  by  James  VII.  for  the  former  purple  one,  which  had  suffered  during  its 
concealment  in  the  civil  wars.  Next  in  interest  to  the  crown  is  the  beautiful  sword  of 
state,  presented  by  Pope  Julius  II.  to  James  IV.  The  scabbard  is  richly  wrought  with 
filigree  work  of  silver,  representing  oak  boughs  adorned  with  leaves  and  acorns, — an  oak 
tree  being  the  heraldic  device  of  that  warlike  Pontiff.  In  addition  to  the  finely  propor- 
tioned sceptre,  surmounted  with  stntucB  of  the  Virgin,  St  Andrew,  and  St  James,  which 
was  made  for  James  V.,  these  interesting  national  relics  are  accompanied  by  the  royal  jewels, 
bequeathed  by  Cardinal  York,  the  last  of  the  Stuarts,  to  George  IV.,  including  the  George 
and  collar  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  presented  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  James  VI. — the  badge 
of  the  Tliistle  of  the  same  Monarch,  containing  a  portrait  of  Anne  of  Denmark, — and  the 
coronation  ring  of  Charles  I. 

The  north  side  of  this  quadrangle  now  consists  of  a  plain  and  uninteresting  range  of 
barracks,  erected  about  the  middle  of  last  century,  previous  to  which  time  the  site  was 
occupied  by  a  church  of  large  dimensions  and  great  antiquity.  It  is  described  by  Maitland 
as  "  a  very  long  and  largo  ancient  church,  which,"  says  he,  "  from  its  spacious  dimensions, 
I  imagine  that  it  was  not  only  built  for  the  use  of  the  small  garrison,  but  for  the  service  of 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  before  St  Giles's  Church  wiis  erected  for  their  accommoda- 
tion." '  Unfortunately,  that  laborious  and  painstaking  historian,  having  little  taste  for 
ecclesiastical  remains,  has  furnished  no  account  of  the  style  of  architecture  by  which  to 
judge  of  its  probable  date,  though  his  idea  of  its  having  existed  before  the  earliest  church 
of  St  Giles,  shows  his  conviction  of  its  very  great  antiquity,  and  would  carry  its  foundation 
back  to  a  much  earlier  purioil  than  can  be  assigned  to  it.  This  most  probably  was  a  church 
that  appears  to  have  been  built  shortly  after  the  death  of  the  pious  Queen  of  Malcolm  Can- 
more,  and  dedicated  to  her.  It  is  mentioned  by  David  I.  in  his  charter  of  Holyrood,  as 
"  the  Church  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh," '  and  is  again  confirmed  to  the  Abbey  of  the 
Holy  Rood  in  that  of  Alexander  III.,  as  well  as  in  successive  Papal  bulls.*  Robert  IL 
granted  to  St  Margaret's  Chapel,  within  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  an  yearly  rent  of  eight 
pounds  sterling,  out  of  the  customs  of  Edinburgh ;  and  this  donation  is  confirmed  by 
Robert  III.* 

Some  idea  of  the  form  of  the  church  may  be  gathered  from  old  views.  In  the  bird's- 
eye  view  in  Gordon's  map,  the  south  elevation  is  shown ;  it  also  forms  a  prominent  object 
in  Sandby's  view  of  the  Castle  from  the  east,  already  referred  to,  and  would  seem  to  have 
been  a  comparatively  plain  edifice,  with  crow-step  gables  and  small  windows,  and  was,  in 
all  probability,  an  erection  in  the  Norman  style  that  prevailed  at  the  period.  From  the 
latter  view,  it  would  also  appear  to  have  been  roofed  with  stone  flags,  and  ornamented  along 
the  ridge  with  carved  pinnacles,  such  as  may  still  be  seen  on  St  Mary's  Church  at  Leith. 
This  church  seems  to  have  been  applied  to  secular  purposes  soon  after  the  Reformation 


i; 


>  Maitload,  p.  U5. 

'  Liber  Ctrtuum,  pp  44, 169,  186. 


*  Liber  CarUruni,  pp.  3-7. 

*  Calsdoni*,  vol.  ii.  p.  S93. 
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In  1&05,  the  followiug  entry  occuri  in  the  recordi  of  the  Preabytery  of  Edinburgh:^ 
"  Anent  the  deiyre  of  Jame*  Reid,  Gonitable  of  the  CMtell  of  Edinbnrgh,  in  effect 
craving  that,  loing  thair  was  ane  paroche  kirk  within  the  laid  Cattell,  command  wald  be 
given  to  John  Brand  to  baptcae  the  barnis  borne  in  the  Caatell.  The  Preibyterie  under- 
(tanding  that  the  kirk  tbairof  is  nnroparitt,  willia  the  eaid  Constable  to  repair  the  same, 
and  to  dedicatt  it  for  na  uther  use  bot  for  preiohing.  Thairefter  his  desyre  sal  be 
answerit" '  Eight  years  afterwards,  it  appears,  from  the  same  records,  that  the  question  of 
its  being  a  parish  was  disputed,  and  still  under  discussion,  and  so  it  remains  even  to  our 
own  day.  When  Maitland  wrote,  the  old  church  was  divided  by  floors,  and  converted 
into  an  armoury  and  storehouse;  and  soon  after  his  time,  it  must  have  been  entirely 
demolished. 

Wo  have  been  the  more  careftil  in  describing  the  site 
and  general  character  of  the  ancient  Church  of  the  Castle, 
in  order  to  prevent  its  being  confounded  with  a  singularly 
curious  and  interesting  ecclesiastical  edifice  still  remaining 
there,  immediately  to  the  west  of  the  garrison  chapel,  the 
existence  of  which  seems  to  have  been  totally  lost  sight  of. 
Its  external  appearance,  though  little  calculated  to  excite 
attention,  leaves  little  reason  to  doubt  tha^.  the  original 
walls  remain.  It  is  still  in  a  tolerably  perfect  condition, 
consisting  of  a  very  small  building,  measuring  sixteen 
feet  six  inches,  by  ten  feet  six  inches  within  the  nave,  pro- 
bably the  smallest,  as  well  as  the  most  ancient  chapel  in 
Scotland.  At  the  east  end,  there  is  a  neatly  carved, 
double,  round  arch,  separating  it  ttoxa  a  semicircular  chan- 
cel, with  a  plain  alnoved  ceiling.  It  is  decorated  with  the 
usual  Norman  zigzag  mouldings,  and  finished  on  the 
outer  side  by  a  border  of  lozenge-shaped  ornaments,  the 
pattern  of  which  is  curiously  r  ^red  as  it  approaches  the  spring  of  the  arch.  No  traces 
of  ornament  are  now  apparent  within  the  chancel,  a  portion  of  the  building  usually  so 
highly  decorated,  but  the  space  is  so  small,  that  the  altar,  with  its  customary  appendages, 
would  render  any  further  embellishment  immaterial.  There  have  been  formerly  two 
pillars  on  each  side,  supporting  the  arch,  with  plain  double  cushion  capitals,  which  still 
remain,  as  well  as  two  of  the  bases,  but  the  shafts  of  all  the  pillars  are  now  wanting,  and 
the  opening  of  the  arch  is  closed  in  with  a  rude  brick  partition  in  order  to  adapt  the 
chancel  to  its  modem  use  as  a  powder  magazine.  The  original  windows  of  the  chapel  have 
all  been  built  up  or  enlarged,  but  sufficient  remains  can  be  traced  to  show  that  they  have 
been  plain,  round-headed,  and  very  narrow  openings.  Tlie  original  doorway  is  also  built 
up,  but  may  still  be  seen  in  the  north  wall,  close  to  the  west  end,  an  arrangement  not 
unusual  in  such  small  chapels,  and  nearly  similar  to  that  at  Craigmillar  Castle.  This 
interesting  edifice  is  now  abandoned  to  the  same  uses  as  the  larger  church  was  in 


■  Wudrow  Mine.,  vol.  i.  p.  443. 
VioxETTE — Muuldingi  of  the  Chancel  Arch,  from  tba  Cttpel  in  the  CuUe. 
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Mftitland'i  time,  and  ii  divided  into  two  itoriM  bjr  a  floor  which  coDoeali  the  npper  portion 
of  the  chancel  arch. 

Thii  chapel  ii,  without  donbt,  the  moet  ancient  building  now  exieting  in  Edinburgh, 
and  maj,  with  erery  probability,  be  regarded  ae  having  been  the  place  of  wonhip  of 
the  pioui  Queen  Margaret,  during  her  reiidence  in  the  Caitle,  till  her  death  in  1093.  It 
ii  in  the  lame  ityle,  though  of  a  plainer  character,  as  the  earlieit  portion!  of  Holyrood 
Abbejr,  begun  in  the  year  1128;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  era  of  Norman 
architecture  is  one  in  which  many  of  the  most  interesting  ecclesiastical  edifices  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh  were  founded,  including  Holyrood  Abbey,  St  Qiles's  Church, 
and  the  parish  churches  of  Duddingston,  Ratho,  Kirkliston,  and  Dalmeny,  all  of  which, 
with  the  exception  of  St  Qiles's  Church,  still  contain  interesting  remains  of  that  era.* 

The  present  garrison  chapel  is  almost  entirely  a  modern  building,  though  including  in  its 
walls  portions  of  a  former  edifice  of  considerable  antiquity.  Immediately  north  of  this  ia 
the  King's  Bastion,  or  mortar  battery,  upon  which  is  placed  the  famous  old  cannon,  MoKS 
Mia.  This  ancient  national  relic,  which  is  curiously  constructed  of  iron  staves  and  hoops, 
was  removed  to  the  Tower  of  London  in  1754,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  the  Board 
of  Ordnance  to  the  governor  to  send  thither  all  unserviceable  cannon  in  the  Castle.  It  lay 
there  for  seventy  years,  until  it  was  restored  to  Scotland  by  Oeorge  IV.,  in  1820,  mainly 
in  consequence  of  the  intercessions  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  The  form  of  its  ancient  wooden 
carriage  is  represented  on  the  sculptured  stone,  already  described,  over  the  entrance  of  the 
Ordnance  Office,  but  that  having  broken  down  shortly  after  its  return  to  Scotland,  it  has 
since  been  mounted  on  an  elegant  modci'u  carriage  of  cast-iron.  On  this  a  series  of  inacrip* 
tions  have  been  introduced,  embodying  the  usually  received  traditions  as  to  its  history, 
which  derive  the  name  from  its  suppoHed  construction  at  Mons,  in  Flanders.  There  is  good 
reason,  however,  for  believing  that  local  repute  has  erred  on  this  point,  and  that  this 
famous  piece  of  artillery  is  a  native  of  the  land  to  which  all  its  traditions  belong.  The  evi- 
dence for  this  interesting  fact  was  first  communicated  in  a  letter  from  that  diligent  antiquary, 
Mr  Train,  to  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  affords  proof,  from  the  local  traditions  of  Galloway,  that 
this  huge  piece  of  ordnance  was  presented  to  James  II.  in  1455,  by  the  M'Lellans,  when  he 
arrived  with  an  army  at  Carlingwark,  to  besiege  William  Earl  of  Douglas,  in  the  Castle 
of  Threave.  We  have  compressed  into  a  note  the  main  facts  of  this  interesting  communi* 
cation  respecting  the  pedigree  of  Mous  Meg,  which  Sir  Walter  thus  unhesitatingly  attests 
in  his  reply :  "  You  hare  traced  her  propinquity  so  clearly,  as  henceforth  to  set  all  coi\jec- 
ture  aside.'" 

>  Our  attention  wm  fint  dirrctcd  to  thia  ohitpel  bj  (wing  told,  in  iniwtr  to  our  inqulrlM  after  the  utlquttiei  of  the 
Cactle,  thkt  •  font  ttill  eiieted  in  a  eelUr  to  the  w««t  of  the  garriion  chepel ;  it  proved,  on  inipection,  to  be  the  eooket 
of  one  of  the  obanoel  pillere.  In  further  oonSmution  of  the  eulj  dete  we  are  diapoaed  to  aaaign  to  thia  ohapel,  we  may 
remark  that  the  building  gifted  bjr  David  I.  to  hie  new  Abbey,  ia  atyled  in  all  the  earlier  obarten,  EetUiia — "  concedi- 
mua  ecoleaiam,  aolUeet  Caatelli  ouiu  omnibua  appendiciia," — a  dnoription  we  can  hardly  conoaiva  referable  to  ao  amall  a 
chapel,  while  thoae  of  Coratorphine  and  Libberton  are  merely  CapeUa, — dependenoiea  of  the  Church  of  St  Ciithbert — 
and  neither  the  atyle  of  thia  building,  nor  the  probability  derived  from  the  praotiae  of  the  period,  admit  of  the  idea  that 
ao  amall  a  chapel  would  be  erected  apart  from  the  church  after  ite  completion. 

In  "  The  inventare  uf  golden  and  ailver  werk  being  in  the  Caatell  of  Edinburgh,"  8th  Nov.  1843,  the  following  itema 
oocur :—  "The  Chapell  geir  of  ailver  ouregilt,  ane  crooe  of  ailver  with  our  Lady  and  9anct  John, — Tua  chandleria, — an* 
chalice  and  ane  patlne, — ane  halie  watter  fatt,"  ftc,  fto.,  all  "of  ailver  ouregilt.  Chapell  geir  ungilt.  Ana  oroce  of 
ailver, — tua  chandleria  of  ailver,— ane  bell  of  ailver,— ane  halie  watter  fatt,  with  the  atick  of  ailver, — ane  caiae  of  ailver 
for  the  mcaa  breid,  with  the  cover,"  Ac.- Inventory  of  Royal  Wardrobe,  Ac.,  4to,  Edinburgh,  1815,  p.  112. 

*  Contempomriea  of  Buma.    Joaeph  Train,  p.  200.— The  Earl  of  Douglaa  having  aeiied  Sir  Patrick  H'LeUan, 
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The  high  •itimation  in  which  thii  hnge  cannon  wm  anciently  held,  appean  firom  nnmar- 
oni  notice!  of  it  in  early  records.  Mom  Meg  waa  taken,  by  order  of  James  IV.,  (Vom 
Edinburgh  Caitle  on  10th  July  1480,  to  be  employed  at  the  liege  of  Dambarton,  on  which 
occaaion  there  it  an  entry  in  the  treaaorer'i  booka  of  eighteen  ahillinge  for  drink-money  to 
the  gnnneri.  The  same  records  again  notice  her  transportation  from  the  Castle  to  the 
Abbey  of  Holyrood,  during  the  tame  reign,  apparently  at  a  period  of  national  fetti?ity. 
Borne  of  the  entries  on  this  occasion  are  cnriont,  such  as, — "  to  the  menttrallis  that  playit 
befoir  Mont  down  the  gait,  fourteen  shillings  i  eight  ello  of  claith,  to  be  JImm  a  olaith  to 
cover  her,  nine  thillingt  and  fourpence,"  Ac.  In  the  fettivitiet  celebrated  at  Edinburgh 
by  the  Queen  Dowager,  Hary  of  Quite,  on  the  marriage  of  her  daughter.  Queen  Mary,  to 
the  Dauphin  of  France,  Mont  Meg  testifled  with  loudest  acclaim  the  general  joy.  The 
treasurer's  accounts  contain  the  following  item  on  the  occasion : — "  By  the  Qneenis  precept 
and  speciale  command,  to  certane  pyonaris  for  thair  lauborit  in  the  mounting  otMon*  fbrth 
of  her  lair  to  be  tchote,  and  for  the  finding  and  carying  of  hir  bullet  after  echo  wes  shot, 
fra  Weirdie  Mure,'  to  the  Cattell  of  Edinburgh,"  Ac. 

In  the  list  of  ordnance  delivered  by  the  governor  to  Colonel  Monk,  on  the  tnrrender  of 
the  Castle  in  1650,  Meg  receives,  with  all  due  prominence,  the  designation  of  "  the  great 
iron  murderer,  Muckle  Meg."*  This  justly  celebrated  cannon,  after  tuttaining  for  cen- 
turies, in  so  credible  a  manner,  the  dignity  of  her  pre-eminent  greatness,  at  length  burst 

tutor  o(  Bomby,  th<  BhtriiT  ol  atllowkf,  ud  obitl  of  k  powarf ul  oUn,  o*rritd  him  prltoMr  to  TbrMTt  Cut)*,  whtn 
ha  «UHd  him  to  b*  btngail  on  "  Tho  Okllom  Knob,"  *  gnuiit*  block  which  11111  ramkiiu,  projecting  ovar  the  main  (*!•• 
w>7  ol  the  CHtle,  The  ut  of  forfeiture,  poaeed  by  Farliameot  in  I4S5,  at  length  fumiahad  an  opportunity,  under  the 
protection  of  QoTemment,  of  throwing  otT  that  iron  yoke  of  the  Duuglaaaei  under  which  Oalloway  had  groaned  upwarda 
of  eighty  yeara.  When  Jamea  II.  arrived  with  an  army  at  Carllngwark,  to  beelege  the  Caatle  of  Threave,  the  H'Lellana 
preientad  hia  Hajnty  with  the  piece  of  ordnance,  now  called  Vbm  Meg,  to  batter  down  the  furtlet  of  the  rebellloua 
ohieftain.  The  6rat  diacharge  of  thia  great  gun  ia  aaid  to  hare  conaiatad  of  a  peck  of  powder  and  a  granit*  ball,  nearly  aa 
heavy  u  a  Oalloway  cow,  Thia  ball  ia  believed,  In  ita  courae  through  the  Caatle  of  Threave,  to  have  carried  away  the 
band  of  Margaret  de  Douglaa,  commonly  called  the  Fair  Uaid  of  Oalloway,  aa  aba  eat  at  table  with  her  Ion),  and  waa 
in  the  act  of  raiaing  the  wine-cup  to  her  lipe.  Old  people  atill  maintain  that  the  vengeance  of  Ond  waa  thereby  evidently 
uanifeited  in  deatroying  the  hand  which  had  been  given  in  wedlock  to  two  brothera,  and  that  even  while  the  lawful 
apouie  of  the  firat  waa  alive.  Aa  a  reoompenae  for  the  preaent  of  thia  eitraordlnary  engine  of  war,  and  for  the  loyalty 
of  the  H'Lellana,  the  King,  before  leaving  Oalloway,  erected  the  town  of  Kirkcudbright  into  a  royal  burgh,  and  granted 
to  Brawny  Kim,  the  imith,  the  lande  of  Hollance,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Threave  Caatle.  Hence  the  amith  waa  called 
Mollance,  and  hia  wife'a  name  being  Meg,  the  cannon,  in  honour  of  her,  received  the  appellative  of  "Hollance  Heg." 
There  ia  no  aniithy  now  at  the  "  Three  Thome  of  Carlingwark ; "  but  a  few  yeara  ago,  when  making  the  great  military 
load  to  Portpatrick,  which  paoaee  that  way,  the  workmen  had  to  cut  through  a  deep  bed  of  cindera  and  aahea,  which 
plainly  ahowed  that  there  had  been  an  eiteniive  forge  on  that  apot  at  aome  former  period.  Although  the  lande  of  Hol- 
lance have  now  paaaed  into  other  hando,  there  are  oeveral  peraona  of  the  name  of  Kim,  blaokamitha,  in  thia  quarter,  who 
are  laid  to  be  deocendanta  of  the  brawny  makera  of  Hollance  Heg.  It  ia  likewiae  related,  that  while  Biawny  Kim  and 
hia  aeven  aona  were  conatructing  the  cannon  at  the  "  Three  Thonu  of  the  Carllngwark,"  another  party  waa  buaily  em- 
ployed in  making  balls  of  granite  on  the  top  of  Bannan  Hill,  and  that,  aa  each  ball  waa  flniahed,  thry  rolled  it  down  the 
rocky  declivity  facing  Threave  Caatle.  One  of  theee  balla  ia  atill  ahown  at  Balmaghie  Houae,  the  reatdenca  of  Captain 
Oordon,  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  corresponila  exactly  in  eiie  and  qiulity  with  thoae  carried  with  the  cannon  to  Edin- 
burgh. Aa  the  balls  in  the  Caatle  are  evidently  of  Oalloway  granite,  a  atrong  preaumptlve  proof  ia  afforded  that  Hona 
Meg  waa  of  Oalloway  origin.  Hume  yeare  ago,  Threave  Castle  was  partially  repaired  under  thu  auperintendence  of  Sir 
Alexander  Oordon  of  Culvennan,  SheritT-Deputc  of  the  Stewartry  ;  and  one  of  the  workmc  i,  when  digging  up  aome 
rubbiah  within  the  walla,  found  a  maasive  gold  ring,  with  an  inscription  on  it,  purporting  that  the  ring  had  belonged  to 
the  same  Hurgaret  de  Douglas, — a  circumstance  seeming  to  confirm  a  part  of  the  tradition.  Thia  curioua  reUo  waa 
purohoaed  from  the  person  who  found  it,  by  Sir  Alexander  Oordon.— In  addition  to  thia,  Symaon,  in  hia  work  written 
nearly  an  hundred  and  aixty  yean  ago,  saya : "  The  common  report  also  goea  in  that  country,  that  in  the  Isle  of  Threavea, 
the  great  iron  gun  in  the  Caatle  of  Edinburgh,  commonly  called  Mount  Heg,  waa  wrought  and  made."  Thia  atatement 
•hould,  of  itaelf,  set  the  question  at  rest.     For  further  evidence,  sea  History  of  Oalloway,  Appendix,  vol.  L  pp.  85-88. 

'  Wardie  ia  fully  two  miiea  north  from  the  Caatle,  near  Oranton. 

'  Provincial  Antiquitiea,  p.  21. 
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Ill 


in  1082,  in  firing  %  royal  Mint*  to  the  Duke  of  Yurk,  aft«nrardi  Jamu  YIL,  %  oironm- 
■tance  that  did  not  fail  to  b«  noted  at  the  time  aa  an  evil  omen.*  On  her  restoration  to 
Edinburgh,  in  1820  (f^om  which  ehe  had  been  taken  aa  a  lump  of  old  iron),  the  wu  again 
received  with  the  hononra  accorded  to  her  in  ancient  time*,  and  waa  attended  in  grand  pro- 
oeaiion,  and  with  a  military  guard  of  honour,  from  Leith  to  her  ancient  quarten  in  the 
CMtle.* 

Near  the  battery  on  which  thia  ancient  relic  now  itandi  ia  aituated  the  poatern  gate,  aa 
it  ii  termed,  which  forme  the  weitern  boundary  of  the  inner  fortification,  or  citadel  of  the 
Cattle.  Immediately  without  thii,  the  higheit  ground  waa  known,  till  the  erection  of  the 
new  barracki,  by  the  name  of  Hawk-Hill,'  and  doubtleia  indicated  the  lite  of  the  falconry 
in  earlier  times,  while  the  Gaatle  was  a  royal  residence.  Numerous  entries  in  the  treaanrers' 
books  atteat  the  attachment  of  the  Scottish  Kings  to  the  noble  sport  of  hawking,  and  the 
very  high  estimation  in  which  these  birds  were  held. 

On  the  northern  slope  of  the  Bsplanade,  without  the  Castle  wall,  there  still  exists  a  long, 
low  archway,  like  the  remains  of  a  subterraneous  passage,  the  walls  being  of  rubble  work, 
and  the  arch  neatly  built  of  hewn  stone.  Until  the  enclosure  and  planting  of  the  ground 
excluded  the  public  from  the  spot,  this  was  popularly  known  as  the  Lions'  Den,  and  was 
believed  to  have  been  a  place  of  confinement  for  some  of  these  animalsj  kept,  according 
to  ancient  custom,  for  the  amusement  of  the  Scottish  monarchs,  though  it  certainly  looks 
much  more  like  a  covered  way  to  the  Castle.*  Storer,  in  his  description  of  the  West  Bow, 
mentions  a  house  "  from  which  there  is  a  vaulted  passage  to  the  Castle  Hill,"  as  a  thing 
then  (1818)  well  known,  the  house  being  reported  to  have  afforded  in  earlier  times  a  place 
of  meeting  for  the  Council.  This  tradition  of  an  underground  way  from  the  Castle,  is  one 
of  very  old  and  general  belief;  and  the  idea  was  further  strengthened,  by  the  discovery  of 
remains  of  a  subterranean  passage  crossing  below  Brown's  Close,  Castle  Hill,  in  paving  it 
about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.*  At  the  bottom  of  the  same  slope,  on  the 
margin  of  the  hollow  that  once  formed  the  bed  of  the  North  Loch,  stand  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  fortification,  called  the  Well-house  Tower,  which  dates  as  early  at  least  as  the 
erection  of  the  first  town  wall,  in  1450.  It  formed  one  of  the  exterior  works  of  the 
Castle,  and  served,  as  its  name  implies,  to  secure  to  the  garrison  comparatively  safe  access 
to  a  spring  of  water  at  the  base  of  the  precipitous  rock.  Some  interesting  discoveries  were 
made  relative  to  this  fortification  during  the  operations  in  the  year  1821,  preparatory  to 
the  conversion  of  the  North  Loch  into  pleasure  grounds.  The  removal  of  a  quantity  of 
rubbish  brought  a  covered  way  to  light,  leading  along  the  southern  wall  of  the  tower  \o 
a  strongly  fortified  doorway,  evidently  intended  as  a  sally  ])ort,  and  towards  which  the 

■  FounUinhnll'i  Chron.  Not**,  No.  1. 

*  A  ourioiM  (nil  ancient  pieoa  of  bnua  ordnino*,  now  preMrrad  in  the  Antiquarian  MuMum,  ia  worthy  of  notice  her* 
from  ita  oonneotion  with  Edinburgli.  It  waa  found  on  the  battlementa  of  Bhurtpore,  when  taken  bjr  Lord  Combermere, 
•od  bean  the  inaoription — jAcoBua  MoirriiTH  m  riciT,  EoixBURon,  Anno  Don.  1642. 

'  Kincaid,  p.  137.  "The  goTernor  appoliit<xl  a  centinell  on  the  Uauke  Hill,  to  give  notice  ao  aoon  aa  he  aaw  the 
mortar  piece  fir«l."— Siege  of  the  Caatle,  1689.    Bann.  Club,  p.  SS. 

*  A  Tery  curioua  monumental  atone  atanda  near  the  top  nt  the  bank,  but  it  can  hardly  be  included,  with  propriety, 
•mong  our  local  antiquitie*.  It  waa  brought  from  Sweden,  and  preaented  many  ytara  aince  to  the  Society  of  Antiquariea 
by  Sir  Alex.  Setoun  of  Preaton.  There  ia  engraTed  on  it  a  aerpant  encircling  a  croaa,  and  on  the  body  of  the  aerpent 
•  Runic  inacription,  aignifying, — Ari  engrmTed  thia  atone  in  memory  of  Hialm,  hia  father.  God  help  hia  aouL  Vide 
ArohBologia  Scotica,  toI.  IL  p.  490. 

*  Cbambeta'a  Traditiona,  vol.  i.  p.  Iise. 
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defenoei  of  the  tower  were  prinoi|»ll]r  directed.  The  w»lU  are  here  of  Tcrj  gntX  thiok- 
neii,  and  pierced  by  •  iquare  cavity  in  the  lulid  maea,  fur  the  receptioo  of  a  ilidiDg  beam 
to  eeoure  the  duor,  while  around  it  are  the  remaine  of  variutu  additional  fortiflcatioua  to 
protect  the  covered  way. 

Daring  the  lanio  operation!,  indioationi  were  diacorered  of  a  pathway  up  the  cliff,  partly 
by  mean*  of  itepa  cut  in  the  ihelving  rook,  and  probably  completed  by  moveable  ladders 
and  a  drawbridge  communicating  with  the  higher  itory  of  the  Well-houie  Tower.  About 
ieventy  feet  above,  tbrro  it  a  tmall  building  on  an  apparently  inacceieible  projection  of  the 
oliff,  popularly  known  a*  "  Wallace's  Cradle  " '  (an  obvious  corruption  of  the  name  of  the 
tower  beluw),  which  would  leem  to  have  formed  a  part  of  this  access  tt»m  the  Castle  to 
the  ancient  fountain  at  its  bast.  In  excavating  near  the  tower,  and  es|)ecially  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  tally  port,  varioiu  coins  were  found,  chiefly  those  of  Edward  III.  and 
Cromwell,  in  very  good  prenervation.  There  were  alto  some  foreign  coins,  and  one  of 
Edward  I.,  many  fragments  of  bombshells,  a  shattered  tkull,  and  other  indication!  of 
former  warfare.  The  coins  are  now  in  the  Antiquarian  Museum,  and  are  interesting 
fh>m  some  of  them  being  of  a  date  considerably  anterior  to  the  supposed  erection  of  the 
tower.* 

The  ancient  fortifications  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  reared  under  the  charter  of  James 
II.,  formed,  at  this  part,  in  reality  an  advanced  wall  of  the  Castle,  the  charge  of  which 
was  probably  committed  entirely  to  the  garrison.  The  wall,  after  extending  for  a  short 
way  firom  the  Well-house  Tower,  along  the  margin  of  the  Loch,  was  carried  up  the  Castle 
bank,  and  thence  over  the  declivity  on  the  south,  until  it  again  took  an  easterly  direction 
towards  the  ancient  Overbow  Port,  at  the  first  turning  of  the  West  Bow,  so  that  the  whole 
of  the  Esplanade  was  separated  from  the  town  by  this  defence.  There  was  in  the  highest 
part  of  the  wall,  a  gate  which  served  as  a  means  of  communication  with  the  town  by  the 
Castle  Hill,  and  was  styled  the  Barrier  Gate  of  the  Castle.  This  outer  port  was  temporarily 
restored  for  the  reception  of  Qeorge  IV.,  on  his  visit  to  the  Castle  in  the  year  1822,  and  it 
was  again  brought  into  requisition  in  1832,  in  order  completely  to  isolate  the  garrison, 
during  the  prevalence  of  Asiatic  cholera. 

Previous  to  the  enclosure  and  planting  of  the  Castle  bank  and  the  bed  of  the  ancient 
North  Loch,  the  Esplanade  was  the  principal  promenade  of  the  citizens,  and  a  road  led 
Arom  the  top  of  the  bank,  passing  in  an  oblique  direction  down  the  north  side,  by  the 
Well-house  Tower,  to  St  Cutbbcrt's  Church,  some  indications  of  which  still  remain.  This 
church  road  had  existed  from  a  very  early  period,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  charter  of 

>  Th*  (ollowiog  axtraoU  from  the  Dlurnil  uf  OooumnU,  p.  332-8,  in  nfenno*  to  th*  iltg*  of  th*  Cutl*  by  8ir 
WilUuD  DruF7  in  1S73  (ante,  p.  84),  •inbraoa  rarluui  iDterwting  alliuiou  to  the  looal  detail:-"  Wpoun  the  zxij 
day  o(  Heij,  the  eouth  quarter  of  the  toure  uf  the  Caatell,  oallit  Dauid'e  toure,  fell  through  the  Tehement  and  oooUnuall 
•obuting,  togidder  with  aome  of  the  foir  wall,  and  ul  the  held  wall  beayd  Sauot  Uargaratia  Mt. 

"  Wpoun  the  uUij  day,  the  eiit  quarter  of  the  eaid  tuur  fell,  with  the  north  quartorie  of  the  port  ouUeia ;  th*  tour 
al*  callit  Wallace  tuur,  with  aome  mair  uf  the  fulr  wall,  notwithataudlug  the  Caatell  man  kuat  thair  hand  with  aohutting 

of   amall  artailierie Wpoun  the   xxvj  day,  the  haill  oumpanyia   of  Sootland  and  Inglaod,   being  quletlia 

oonvenit  at  vij  houria  in  the  mumyng,  paaaed  with  leddera,  ana  half  to  the  blookhoua,  the  vther  half  to  Sanot  Katherin'a 
■at,  on  the  weat  ayd,  quhair  the  »yid  we>  acliute  duun."  The  Caatla  waa  at  length  rendered  by  Sir  WUliam  KirkaUy 
on  th*  2Btb  of  the  month.  In  Calderwoud'a  Uiatory,  Wudrow  Sue.,  tuI.  ilL  281,  the  fuUowiug  ocoura,  of  the  aame 
data :— "  Captain  Mitchell  waa  layed  with  bia  band  at  Sanot  Cuthbert'a  Kirk,  to  atoppa  the  paaaage  to  St  Hargaret'a 
Wall."  Alao  in  "The  InTentory  of  Royal  Wardrobe,"  ftc.,  p.  108,— "Item,  an*  im«  yat  fur  Sviot  Margarath'a 
tour,"  &c. 

*  Arohaologla  Scotioa,  vuL  U.  pp.  44>-477. 
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Dtvid  I.  to  Holjrrood  Abba/,  in  th*  dtieriptloo  of  th*  Itndi  lying  t»>d«r  th«  OwitU.  In 
tb«  old  Mor,  (Btitltd  "  Tha  Yonny  Laird  nnd  Edinborgh  Katjr,"  to  whiok  AlUn  BMniay 
■ddad  MMM  vwNt,  tb«  Uird  MldreiMi  bit  miitreM,— 

Mjr  i-*,  quotk  I,  Ikaaki  to  Um  Mlgkl 
Ttial  Mftr  witkl  •  LovMT  III) 
■laM  ;•  'ra  uul  ol  jrour  Mlttwr'a  lii^lf 
Ut  '■  Ukt  •  walk  up  to  th*  HIU. 

In  n  (botnota  tha  poat  adda—"  The  Caatlt  Hill,  whara  yonng  paopla  fraqnantlj  taka 
tha  air  on  an  afaning,"  but  tha  local  alluiioua  of  tha  aarliar  itania  ara  not  oarriad  ont  in 
hia  additiona.'  Thia  favourita  walk  of  tha  citiieni  baa  bean  graatly  iniprorad  ainoa  than, 
by  lavelling  and  tha  oonatruotion  of  parapat  walli.  In  an  act  paaiad  in  tha  raign  of  Quaan 
Anna,  for  tha  battar  kaaping  of  the  Lord'a  Day,  it  ia  apacially  mentioned,  along  with  tha 
King'a  Park  and  the  Pier  of  Leith,  aa  the  moat  frequent  scene  of  tha  Bunday  promanadinga 
that  then  excited  the  atern  rebakea  of  the  clergy  {  and,  notwitbatanding  the  great  changea 
that  have  occurred  aince  that  period,  the  aame  deicription  might  atill  be  given,  with  tha 
aingle  addition  of  the  Calton  Hill  tu  the  liat 

■  Tk*  CmU*  HUl  WM  mj  ulton  iiMd*  tb*  mmm  uI  publl*  WMirtkHM,  ind  »m  pullniUrly  fuMU*  for  tiM  bvntag  ol 
WitobM,  tnd  IboM  <an*ieUd  ol  uBn»lural  orimM.  Id  tho  i«i|il  ol  Jmim  IV.,  In  ISM,  John  Lord  Purboa  wm  bakMilod 
lwr»,  tad  •  low  daji  atUrwud*,  th«  Ladj  QbunK  iMtr  ol  tho  Karl  ol  Aa|aa,  waa  bunil  aU«>,  oa  a  aharga  ol  bifh 
tnaaoa.  Hara  alao,  duiiag  tha  loUowing  ralga,  Vorat,  Ika  Vlaar  ol  Dollar,  aod  aaracal  o«han  ol  IIm  aarllaat  ralurmtia, 
parlahad  ai  tha  ataka.  Tha  Diurnal  ol  Ooaurranta  raootda  OMajroihar  asaoutioH^  tuoh  aa — "Baptarobar  Ut,  lt70, 
thalr  war  tua  paraoala  brint  in  tha  Ctatall  HUl  ol  Rdiaburgh,  lor  tha  aommlttln(  ol  ana  horribla  ilnna."  BIrral  agata 
naationa,  t.ir.,  Juljr  IMS,  "Hanrjrliouria  brunt  on  tha  Caatall  Hill  lor  wltahoiaA,  eommlttad  and  duna  by  him  in  Kjrlai" 
and  in  Nleol'a  Diary,  Irom  ItSO  to  1M7,  Inoludlng  tha  pariud  ol  tha  Commonwoalth,  asMutlona  on  thia  apot  ooour  with 
painlul  Iraquanoy,  aa  on  tha  ISth  ol  Ootobar  IflSO,  whan  aaran  aulprita,  Inaludinf  thraa  woman,  war*  aiaautaii  lor 
diffarant  arimta,  two  ol  whom  waro  burnt.  Again,  "  Mh  Manih  ISSt,  thair  war  lyta  wantan,  witobaa,  brInt  on  tha 
Caatall  Hill  lor  wltoborall,  all  ol  tham  oonlaaaand  thalr  ooraoantiiig  with  Hatan,  aum  ol  thama  ranunoaand  thair 
baptiama,  all  ol  tbama  ult  tymaa  dandag  with  tha  Darill."  In  tha  laign  ol  Cbarlaa  I.  a  noral  oharaatar  waa  aaalgnad  to 
It.  Tha  Earl  ol  Htirllng,  baring  obtalnad  laara  to  coloniaa  Nora  Sootia,  and  aall  tha  kaaoar  ol  tha  baronataga  to  two 
hundrad  imaginary  ouloolata,  thr  diBoulty  ol  inlaoSog  tha  knighta  In  thair  ramoU  puaaaaaloni  waa  ovareona  by  a 
royal  maodato  aonrarting  tha  aoil  ol  tha  Caatia  Hill  ol  Edinburgh,  lor  tha  tima  baiog,  Into  that  ol  Nora  Bootla,  and  tha 
now  baronaia  wara  aocordingly  invaatad  with  thalr  honour*  on  thia  apot. 
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PREVIOUS  to  the  diNCovcry  of  gnnpowdcr,  and  while  iti  deitrnotive  powen  remuned 
-'-  only  very  partially  nniientood,  the  vicinity  of  the  Cnitio  ttfomi  to  have  been  eagerly 
(elected  ns  a  desirable  locality  for  the  erection  of  dwelling*,  that  might  thus  in  some  degree 
■hare  in  the  protection  which  iti  fortiflcationit  acciirud  to  thoMe  within  the  wall*;  and  we 
find,  accordingly,  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood,  connideruble  remaini  of  ancient 
grandeur.  Before  examining  thufte,  however,  we  muy  remark,  that  a  general  and  progreiiive 
character  prevails  throughout  the  features  of  our  domeittic  architecture,  many  of  which  are 
peculiar  to  Scotland,  and  some  of  them  only  to  bo  found  in  Edinburgh. 

Various  specimens  of  the  rude  dwellings  of  an  early  date  remain  in  the  Orassmarket, 
the  Pleasance,  and  elsewhere,  which,  though  more  or  less  modified  to  adapt  them  to  modern 
habits  and  manners,  still  retain  the  muin  primitive  features  of  a  substantial  stone  ground- 
flat,  surmounted  with  a  second  story  of  wood,  generally  approached  by  an  outside  stair, 
and  exhibiting  irregular  and  picturesque  additions,  stuck  on,  like  the  clusters  of  swallows' 
nests  that  gather  round  the  parent  dwelling,  ns  the  offshoots  of  the  family  increase  and 
demand  accommodation. 

In  buildings  of  more  pretension,  the  character  of  the  mouldings  and  general  form  of  the 
doorway,  the  ornaments  of  the  gables,  the  shape  of  the  windows,  even  the  pitch  of  the  roof, 
and,  what  is  more  interesting  than  any  of  these,  the  style  and  character  of  the  inscriptions 

VlOMETTE— Lintel  from  Ih*  OiiIm  P>Uo«,  Blyth'a  CIom). 
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M  ftMrally  |)l«(<«)l  on  lh«m,  all  •(Tonl  UtU  m  to  tht  parind  of  thtir  arMtioa,  ftilljr  m 

d«flniU  anil  Iruitworthjr  m  tboM  that  mark  th«  progrtMiva  itafta  of  tha  MolMiMliMi 

Mrchittetnn  of  tha  UiUiila  Ak«*.    Tha  aarliaat  form  of  tha  crow-tlappad  gabla  praaanta  ■ 

•ariaa  of  padimanta  aurmountinK  tha  it^iM,  iH^Mionallx  \i\g,\\\j  (>rnamanta<l,  and  alwaya 

givliif  a  rich  affaot  to  tha  buililinK.     I'rDlmhljr  tha  vorjr  tatoat  iiwciman  uf  Ikia,  in  Edin* 

bnrxh,  ta  tha  Ana  old  building  of  tha  Hint,  in  tha  Cowgato,  whioh 

tlaara  tha  data  1(174  ovar  ita  principal  antrance,  whila  ita  othar  orna- 

manta  ara  aimllar  to  many  of  a  mora  racant  date.     Aftar  tha  adoption 

of  tha  plain  aqnara  orow-atap,  it  aaama  atill  to  hara  baan  bald  aa  an 

important  faatnre  of  tha  building  i  in  many  of  tha  oldar  honaaa,  tha 

arma  or  initiala,  ot  aoma  othar  davlee  of  tha  ownar,  ara  to  ba  found 

on  tba  lowaat  of  tbam,  aran  whera  tha  bnildinga  ara  ao  loftjr  m  to 

plaoa  them  almoat  out  of  eight.     Tha  dormer  window,  aurmountad 

with  tha  thiatia,  roae,  Ac,  and  tha  high-paabed  gable  to  tha  atreet, 

ara  no  laaa  familiar  featurea  in  our  older  doroeatio  arohitaotura. 

Many  apaeimana,  al*o,  of  wlndowa  originally  diridad  by  atona  mnlliona,  and  with  laad 

caaamanta,  atill  remain  in  tha  earlieat  mnnaiona  of  tha  higher  olaaaaa  i  and  in  aararal  of 

theaa  there  are  atono  reoeaaea  or  iiichea  of  a  highly  ornamental  character,  the  uaa  of  whioh 

baa  excited  conaidarable  diictuiion  among  antiquariea.      A  later  form  of  window  than 

tha  laat,  eiblbita  the  up|)er  part  glaaed,  and  finiahed  below  with  a  richly  carred  wooden 

tranaom,  while  the  under  half  ia  cloaed  with  ahuttera,  ocoaaionally  highly  adorned  on  the 

•xtarior  with  a  rariety  of  carvvd  ornamenta. 

Towarda  the  cloao  of  Charlea  II. 'a  reign,  an  entirely  new  order  of  architecture  waa 
adopted,  engrafting  the  mnuldinga  and  aonie  of  the  principal  featurea  of  the  Italian 
atyle  npon  the  forma  that  previously  provaili>d.  The  Oolfcra'  Land  in  the  Canongate  ia 
a  good  and  early  a|iecimen  of  thin.  Tlio  gablea  are  atill  atecp,  and  the  roofa  of  a  high 
pitch  I  and  while  the  iVont  aaaiiniea  aomowhat  of  the  character  of  a  |)ediment,  the  crow- 
atepa  are  retained  on  the  aide  gablea ;  but  thcKo  featurea  aoon  afler  diaappear,  and  give  way 
to  a  regular  pediment,  aurmountcd  with  urna,  and  the  like  ornamenta, — a  very  good  apeci- 
nen  of  which  remaina  on  the  aouth  aide  of  the  Cnatlo  Hill,  a«  well  aa  othera  in  varioua 
parta  of  the  Old  Town.  The  aame  diatrict  atill  preacnta  good  apecimena  of  the  old  wooden 
l^onted  landa,  with  their  foro  ataira  and  handaome  inaido  turn])ike  from  the  flrat  floor,  the 
conatruction  of  which  Maitland  nffirma  to  be  coeval  with  the  deatruction  of  the  extenaive 
furcate  of  tho  Borough  Muir,  in  the  reign  of  Jamea  IV.  We  furniah  a  view  of  aome  other 
remarkably  picturcaque  apecimena  of  the  aame  atyle  of  building  in  thia  locality,  recently 
demuliahed  to  make  way  for  the  New  College.  All  theae  varioua  featurea  of  the  ancient 
domeatic  architecture  of  the  Bcottiah  Capital  will  come  under  review  in  the  courae  of  the 
Work,  in  deacribing  the  buildinga  moat  worthy  of  notice  that  atill  remain,  or  have  been 
demoliahed  during  the  preaent  century. 


Immediately  below  the  Coatlc  rock,  on  ita  aouth  nide,  there  exiata  an  ancient  appendage 
of  the  Iloyal  Palace  of  the  Caatic,  atill  retaining  the  name  of  the  King'a  Stablea,  although 
no  hoof  of  tho  r<  il  atud  haa  been  there  fur  wellnigh  three  ccnturiea.  This  diatrict  liea 
without  the  Jine  of  the  ancient  city  wall,  and  woa  therefore  not  only  in  an  expoaed  aitaa- 
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linn  ftir  IIm  mjal  •(•tiUi,  ktit  (h*  kpitmArh  in  It  from  th«  fMll*  mail  har*  Wn  bjr  • 
rtry  ineonvcnWnt  ami  eircultnm  rnn(»,  klthoagh  it  wm  lmni«<iiai*l)r  ovtrtonliMl  bjr  th« 
wlD«lAWt  of  tb«  royal  a|iarlm«iiUt.  It  aMnia  rnnr*  prcibabU  that  tha  aarliaat  butldlnga  «m 
Ihia  aita  w»ra  arartiMi  in  tha  raifii  of  Jama*  IV.,  whan  tha  low  grounil  to  tha  waatvaH 
waa  tha  aoana  oi  frtqiiant  tiltinfi  and  of  mafnilli<ant  tnurnamanta,  tha  fluna  of  whieh 
apraad  thrnnKhoat  Bumpa,  anil  attraotad  tha  moat  darinf  knigbta-arrant  to  thai  ohlvalnxM 
Monareh'a  Court.'  ('onaidarabla  arrommmlation  would  Iw  raquirad  for  tha  horaaa  aii4 
attandanta  on  thata  occaaiona,  a*  wall  aa  for  tha  nokia  nombalanta,  among  whom  tha  Kind 
it  la  wall  known,  waa  no  idia  apactatnri  but  tha  bnildinjta  of  that  data,  which  wa  praanm* 
to  bava  baan  raara<l  for  thaaa  pulilin  mmbata,  wvra  probably  only  <>f  a  t(i>m|)orary  natura,  aa 
thay  wara  left  without  (ha  extandad  wall,  built  at  tha  ronimrncamant  of  tha  following 
raif  n,  in  lftl3,  •  prooadura  not  likaly  to  hava  takan  plaoa  had  thay  baan  of  much  valua. 
If aitland,  howavcr,  mantiona  a  rhaital  dadicatvd  to  tha  Virgin  Mary,  tha  rrniain*  of  which 
wara  viaibia  in  hi*  tima  (I7ft0)  at  tha  foot  of  tha  ('hapal  Wyndi  and  Kincaid,*  who  wrota 
towarda  tha  oloaa  of  tha  cantury,  ipaaka  of  tham  a*  itill  remaining  thara  t  but  ainoa  than 
thay  hava  antiraly  diia|>|)aarfd,  and  nothing  but  tha  name  of  tha  Wynd,  which  formed  tha 
approach  to  the  chapel,  lurvivea  to  indicate  ita  site.  Thie  may,  with  every  probability,  ba 
praanmad  to  hava  Iwen  at  tha  point  of  junction  with  that  and  tha  Lady'a  Wynd,  both 
avidentfy  named  from  their  proximity  to  the  name  chapel. 

On  thia  locality,  now  occupied  by  the  meaneit  buililinga,  Jamea  IV.  waa  wont  to  praaid* 
•t  tha  Jonitinga  of  the  knighta  and  baroua  of  hia  Court,  and  to  praaent  the  meed  of  honour 
to  the  victor  from  hia  own  hand  i  or,  aa  in  the  famnua  encntinter,  already  related,  between 
Sir  Patrick  Hamilton  and  a  Dutch  knight,  to  watch  the  combat  fVom  the  Caitle  walU,  and 
from  thence  to  act  aa  umpire  of  the  field.  The  greater  portion  of  the  ancient  tilting  ground 
remained  nnencloaed  when  Maitland  wrote,  and  ia  deacribed  by  him  aa  a  pleaaant  green, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yard*  long  and  fifty  broad,  acyoining  the  chapal  of  tha  Virgin 
Mary,  on  the  weat.  But  thia  "  pleaaant  green  "  ia  now  crowded  with  alangliter-hunaaa, 
tan-piti,  and  dwellinga  of  the  hnmbleat  deicription. 

In  the  challenge  in  1571,  between  Alexander  Htowart,  younger,  of  Gnrliei,  and  Hir 
William  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  the  place  of  combat  propoaed  ia,  "  upon  the  ground 
the  bareiie  be-weat  the  Weat  Fort  of  Edinburgh,  the  place  aoonttomed,  and  of  old 
appointed,  for  triell  of  aucho  roatcn."*  The  exact  aite  of  thia  intereating  apot  ia  now 
occupied  in  part  by  the  weotcrn  approach,  which  oroaaea  it  immediately  beyond  the  CaatI* 
Bridges  it  ia  defined  in  one  of  the  title-deeda  of  the  ground,  acquired  by  the  City 
Improvementa  Commisiion,  aa  "  All  and  haill  these  houae*  and  yarda  of  Orchsrdfield, 
commonly  called  Livingaton'a  Yardi,  comprehending  therein  that  piece  of  ground  called 
The  Barraa." 

The  interest  attaching  to  theHo  scenes  of  ancient  feats  of  arms  hoa  been  preserved  by 
successive  events  almost  tn  onr  own  day.  In  1601  the  King's  Stables  wore  purchased  by 
the  Town  Council  for  £1000  Soots,  ond  the  admission  of  James  Boisland,  the  seller,  to  the 
freedom  of  the  city.*  The  right,  however,  of  the  new  possessors,  to  whom  they  would 
seem  to  have  been  resold,  was  made  a  subject  of  legal  investigation  at  a  later  date.     Foun* 


■  AdU,  p.  33. 

'  Ctldtrwood'a  Hbt,  Wod.  Boo.,  toL  UL  p.  108. 


<  MkitUnd,  p.  173.     KinMlH,  p.  103. 

*  Cuim.  Reg.,  vol.  II.  p.  2«S,  tpud  KliMtid,  p.  108. 
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IbUImII  fMonb,  lllh  Manii  I6M,  •  rMiaction  puniMNi  bjr  (h«  Ihika  of  Q«iMMb«rr7,  m 
CoMtobU  ■iitl  ('apUin  of  ih*  VmmXU  <>f  K<liBlrarKh,  •«••»«>  Thonuia  Bor«l«B<l  •ml  Iha  utlMr 
Imrilon  ••■I  immmmun  of  lh«  King'*  MuI>Im,  •ll«(lnx  that  Ih*/  w«r«  *  p«H  of  iIm  CiMtlo. 
TIm  |»mt>ri«tun  claim««l  to  hulil  th«ir  |>nt|i«rty  kjr  virtu*  of  •  /tit  Krantad  in  tha  ralgn  of 
Jamaa  V.  Itut  th*  juiIkm  «l*fiil«<l,  that  iinlwia  th«  U«f«nii«r«  cuulii  prova  a  l«gal  iliaaoia- 
llon  of  IIm  Mjral  fMiaaaaaion,  thajr  miMl  ba  balil  aa  tha  Kiai'*  Mtablaa,  baluBging  to  tha 
Caatla,  and  acconliiiKly  aiin«»a«l  to  tha  t'ruwn.  Thomaa  Horalamra  huuaa  atill  itaiMb,' 
innadiataly  bahiiMl  tha  lit*  of  tha  old  (!urn  Marli«t.  It  ia  a  haniUoma  and  aulMtantial 
traction,  adoniad  with  pioturaaqiia  gablaa  and  dormer  window*,  whiuh  form  a  proninanl 
faatura  in  tha  oft>ra|i«at*d  viow  of  "  tha  ('aatia  fhun  tha  Vennal  i "  and  f^orn  th*  data, 
1676,  which  atill  appaar*  ov*r  tlia  main  doorwajr,  wa  majr  prmuma  that  thi*  lukiatautiai 
manaion,  than  ao  raoantiy  araotad,  had  ita  Aill  influanoa  in  diraoting  tba  attantion  of  tha 
Duka  of  Quaanabarry  to  thi*  pandinl*  of  th*  royal  patrimony.  It  Iwara  ov*r  tha  futranoa, 
in  addition  to  tha  data,  tha  initial*  T.  II.  and  V.  It.,  thoaa  of  iha  proprietor,  and  probnbljr 
of  hia  brother  or  wifa  i  and  above  them  ia  boldly  oarvad  tha  loyal  inacription, 
rKAII  ■  UOI)  •  HUNOIt    THE    KINU. 

It  may  reaaouably  be  pr**umed  that  tha  owner  must  have  rugarded  tha  conoaaaiona 
demanded  from  him  on  behalf  of  royalty,  m>  iiMMdily  thereafter,  aa  a  aomawhat  freer 
tranilation  of  hi*  motto  than  ha  had  any  conception  of,  when  he  Inacribed  it  whera  it 
•hoold  daily  remind  him  of  tha  dutio*  of  a  good  aul^ect. 

Several  of  the  neighlwuriug  houaea  are  evidently  of  con*iderablo  antiquity,  ami  may, 
with  little  heaitation,  bo  referred  to  a  much  earlier  date  than  thi*.  Their  latvat  reflection 
of  the  privilege*  of  royally  ha*  boon  that  of  nfliirdiug  »anctuary  for  a  brief  |>eriud  to  debtor*, 
a  right  of  protection  pertaining  to  tha  precinct*  of  royal  roaidenoea,  now  entirely  fallen  into 
desuetude  there,  thougli  aflirmcd  to  have  proved  available  for  thi*  purpoao  within  tba 
memory  of  *onie  aged  nuighbuur*.* 

A  little  to  the  west  of  thi*,  in  tha  immediate  ncighbourhoo<l  of  the  i.'nnal  Ua*in,  is  a 
place  atill  bearing  the  name  of  the  Caatio  Darn*.  It  iH  (i^itt^ribud  by  Maitland  aa  for  the 
•ocommodation  of  the  Court  when  the  King  resided  in  the  CaNil«,  and  it  no  doubt  occa- 
aionally  aufficed  for  auch  a  puquNw;  but  the  name  implie*  it*  having  Itocn  the  grange  or 
farm  attached  to  the  royal  residence,  and  thi*  i«  further  conflrmud  by  earlier  rm|Hi,  whera 
a  coneiderablo  |)ortion  of  ground,  now  lying  on  both  aide*  of  the  Lothian  Itoad,  it  included 
under  the  term. 

But  the  moNt  intereiting  |)ortion  of  Edinburgh  connected  with  the  Caatle,  ia  it*  ancient 
tpproach.  Under  the  name  of  the  Caatle  Hill,  i*  included  not  only  the  broa«l  Esplanade 
axtending  between  the  fortiflcationi*  and  the  town,  but  also  a  considerable  district, 
formerly  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  West  Bow,  and  containing  many  remarkable 
and  once  patrician  alleys  and  mansions,  the  greater  |K>rtion  of  which  have  disap* 
peared  in  the  course  of  the  extensive  ciinngc*  eflfectcd  of  late  years  on  that  part  of  the 
town. 

A  singularly  picturesque  and  varied  mass  of  buildings  forms  the  uearcMt  (wrtion  of  the 
town  to  the  Castle,  on  the  south  side  of  the  approach,  though  there  existed  formerly  a  very 
old  house  between  this  and  the  Castle,  as  delineated  in  Oordon'i  map.    This  group  is 

<  DU|hm1Uo*  of  HouM  in  Purbburgb,  Council  CkartMr  Houu.  ■  CliuikMn'i  Tmlitlou,  vol.  i.  p.  n. 
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bounded  on  the  eait  by  Brown'M  Cloie,  and  font     a  detached  block  of  houies  of  varioni 
dates  and  HtyleR,  all  exhibiting  considerable  rei.'  tins  of  former  magnifloenoe. 

The  honse  that  no;7  forms  the  south-west  angle  towards  the  Citstle  Hill  bears,  on  the 
pediment  of  a  dormer  window  fac-ing  the  Castle,  the  date  1030,  with  the  initials  A.  M., 
M.  N. ;  and  there  still  remains,  sticking  in  the  wall,  a  cannon  ball,  said  to  have  been  shot 
ttoxa  the  Castle  during  the  cannonade  of  1740,  though  we  ave  assured  thot  it  was  placed 
there  by  order  of  government,  to  indicate  that  no  building  would  be  permitted  on  that 
side  nearer  the  Castle.  Through  this  land '  there  is  an  alley  called  Blair's  Close,  leading 
by  several  curious  windings  into  an  open  court  behind.  At  the  first  angle  in  the  close, 
a  handsome  gothio  doorway,  of  very  elegant  workmanship,  meets  the  view,  forming  the 
entry  to  a  turnpike  stair.  The  doorway  is  surmounted  with  an  ogee  arch,  in  the  tym- 
panum of  which  is  somewhat  rudely  sculptured  a  coronet  with  supporters, — "  two  deer- 
hounds,"  says  Chambers,  "  the  well-known  supporters  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon's  arms." ' 
This  accords  with  the  local  tradition,  which  states  it  to  have  been  the  town  mansion  of 
that  noble  family ;  but  the  style  of  this  doorway,  and  the  substantial  character  of  the 
whole  building,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  it  w  an  erection  of  a  much  earlier  date 
than  the  Dukedom,  which  was  only  created  in  1084.  Tradition,  however,  which  is  never 
to  be  despised  in  questions  of  local  antiquity,  proves  to  be  nearly  correct  in  this  case,  as 
we  find,  in  one  of  the  earliest  titles  to  the  property  now  in  the  posfiession  of  the  City  Im- 
provements Commission,  endorsed,  "  Disposition  of  House  be  Sir  Robert  Baird  to  William 
Baird,  his  second  son,  1094,"  it  is  thus  defined, — "All  and  hail  that  my  lodging  in  the 
Castel  Hill  of  Edinburgh,  formerly  possessed  by  the  Duchess  of  Gordon."  This  appears, 
from  the  date  of  the  disposition,  to  have  been  the  first  Duchess,  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard, 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  She  retired  to  a  Convent  in  Flanders  during  the  life- 
time of  the  Duke,  but  afterwards  returned  to  Edinburgh,  where  she  principally  resided 
till  her  death,  which  took  place  at  the  Abbey  Hill  in  1732,  sixteen  years  after  that  of 
her  husband. 

In  1711,  her  Grace  excited  no  small  stir  in  Edinburgh,  by  sending  to  the  Dean  and 
Faculty  of  Advocates,  "  a  silver  medal,  with  a  head  of  the  Pretender  on  one  side,  and  on 
the  other  the  British  Isles,  with  the  word  Reddite."  On  the  Dean  presenting  the  medal, 
the  propriety  of  accepting  it  was  keenly  discussed,  when  twelve  only,  out  of  seventy- 
five  members  present,  testified  their  favour  for  the  House  of  Hanover  by  voting  its 
rejection.' 

The  most  recent  of  the  interior  fittings  of  this  mansion  appear  old  enough  to  have 
remained  from  the  time  of  its  occupation  by  the  Duchess.  It  is  finished  throughout  with 
wooden  panelling,  and  one  large  room  in  particular,  overlooking  the  Castle  Esplanade,  is 
elegantly  decorated  with  rich  carvings,  and  with  a  painting  (one  of  old  Norie's*  pictorial 
adornments)  filling  a  panel  over  the  chimney-piece,  and  surrounded  by  an  elaborate  piece 


1  '* 

; 


'  Tha  term  Land,  in  this  and  aimilar  inattnces  throughout  the  Work,  ii  uaed  according  to  ita  Scottiah  acceptation, 
and  aigniflea  a  building  of  aeveral  atories  of  aeparate  dwellings,  communicating  by  a  common  atair, 

■  Traditiona,  vol.  i.  p.  153. 

'  Doiiglaa'a  Peerage,  vol.  i.  p.  664. 

*  Norie,  a  house-decorator  and  painter  of  the  laat  centur;,  whose  works  are  very  common,  painted  on  the  panela  of 
tho  older  bouaea  in  Edinburgh.  Pinkertun  remarks,  in  his  introduction  to  the  "  Scottish  Oallery,"  1799, — "  Korie'a 
geniua  for  Undacapes  entitlea  him  to  a  place  in  the  list  of  Scotch  painters." 
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of  carved  wood  work,  exhibiting  traces  of  gilding.  An  exploiion  of  gunpowder,  which  took 
place  in  the  lower  part  of  the  home  in  1811,  attended  with  loti  of  life,  entirely  de- 
stroyed the  ancient  fireplace,  which  was  of  a  remarkably  beautiful  Gothic  design. 

Notwithstanding  the  comparatively  modern  decorations,  the  house  still  retains  unequi- 
vocal remains  of  a  much  earlier  period.  The  sculptured  doorway  in  Blair's  Close,  already 
alluded  to,  forming  the  original  main  entrance  to  the  whole  building,  is  specially  worthy  of 
notice,  and  would  of  itself  justify  us  in  assigning  its  erection  to  the  earlier  part  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  It  very  nearly  corresponds  with  one  still  remaining  on  the  west  side  of 
Blackfriar's  Wynd,  tlie  entrance  to  the  turnpike  stair  of  an  ancient  mansion,  which  appears, 
iVom  the  title-deeds  of  a  neighbouring  property,  to  have  been  the  residence  of  the  Earl  of 
Morton.  In  the  latter  example,  the  heraldic  supporters,  though  equally  rudely  sculptured, 
present  somewhat  more  distinctly  the  same  features  as  in  the  other,  and  both  are  clearly 
intended  for  unicorns.' 

The  south  front  of  the  building  is  finished  with  a  parapet,  adorned  with  gurgoils  in  the 
shape  of  cannons,  and  on  the  first  floor '  (in  Blair's  Close)  there  is  still  remaining  an 
ancient  fireplace  of  huge  old-fashioned  dimensions.  The  jambj  are  neatly  carved  Oothio 
pillars,  similar  in  design  to  several  that  formerly  existed  in  the  Guise  Palace,  BIyth's 
Close ;  and  the  whole  is  now  enclosed,  and  forms  a  roomy  coal-cellar,  after  having  been 
used  as  a  bedcloset  by  the  previous  tenant  in  these  degenerate  days.  As  late  as  1783,  this 
part  of  the  old  mansion  was  the  residence  of  John  Grieve,  Esq.,  then  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh. 

This  house  has  apparently  been  one  of  special  note  in  early  times  from  its  substantial 
magnificence.  It  is  described  in  one  of  the  deeds  as  "  that  tenement  or  dwelling-house 
called  the  Stlate  House  of  old,  of  the  deceased  Patrick  Edgar,"  a  definition  repeated  in 
several  others,  evidently  to  distinguish  it  from  its  humble  thatched  neighbours,  "  lying  on 
the  south  side  of  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh,  near  the  Castle  wall,  between  the  lands  of 
the  deceased  Mr  A.  Syme,  advocate,  on  the  east,  the  close  of  the  said  Patrick  Edgar  on 
the  west,"  &c.  It  is  alluded  to  in  the  Diurnal  of  Occurrents,  7th  September  1670,  where 
the  escape  of  Robert  Hepburn,  younger  of  Wauchtoun,  from  the  EnrI  of  Morton's  adherents, 
is  described.  It  is  added — "  He  came  to  the  Castell  of  Edinburgh,  quhairin  he  was  reasauit 
with  great  diflicultie ;  for  when  he  was  passand  in  at  the  said  Castell  zett,  his  adversaries 
were  at  Patrik  Edgar  his  hous  end." '  This  mansion  was  latterly  possessed,  as  we  have 
seen,  by  the  Newbyth  family,  by  whom  it  was  held  for  several  ^nerations ;  and  here  it  was 
that  the  gallant  Sir  David  Baird  was  born  aud  brought  up.*    It  is  said  also  to  hare  been 

>  The  adoption  of  the  royal  aiipporUM  may  poaaibly  have  been  an  aaiiimptlon  of  the  Regent'a,  in  virtu*  of  hia 
•xerolia  of  the  funotiona  of  royalty.  In  which  oaae,  the  buililing  on  the  Ca>tle  Hill  might  be  preaumed  alao  to  be  hif, 
and  deaerted  by  him  from  ita  dangeroua  proximity  to  the  Caatle,  when  held  by  hia  rivala.  Thia,  however,  ia  mere  con* 
jecture,  A  note  in  the  Diurnal  of  Ooourrenta,  20th  Nor.  1S72,  itatea— "  In  thia  menetyme,  Jamea  Earle  of  Hortoun, 
regent,  lay  daidlie  aeik  ;  hia  Orace  waa  lugeit  in  WUliame  Craikia  lugeing  on  the  aouth  tyid  of  the  trone,  in 
Edinburgh." 

*  To  prevent  miaconception  in  the  deacription  of  buildinga,  we  may  atate  that,  throughout  the  Work,  the  floor*  of 
building*  are  to  be  underatood  thua : — Sunk,  or  area  floor,  ground  floor,  firat  floor,  aeoond  floor,  Ac,  reckoning  from  . 
below, 

■  Diurnal  of  Oeourrenta,  p.  186. 

*  On  Sir  David  Baiid'a  return  from  the  Spaniah  Campaign,  he  viaitad  hia  birth-place,  and  examined  with  gr«at  intereat 
the  Boen**  wh*r*  he  bad  paaaed  hia  boyhood.  Chambera  haa  fumiaheil  a  lively  account  of  thia  in  hia  Traditiona,  vol.  i. 
p.  18S. 
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aflerwanlB  pouessed  by  the  ancient  family  of  the  Nisbots  of  Dlrleton,  and  by  Oordon  of 
Braid ;  but,  if  ao,  it  mutt  have  been  as  tenants,  as  it  was  sold  by  Mr  Baird  to  A.  Brown, 
Esq.,  of  Greenbank,  from  whom  it  passed  successively  to  his  sons,  Colonel  Ooorjo^  Brown, 
and  Captain  James  Brown,  commander  of  the  ship  Alfred,  in  the  East  India  Company's 
service.  From  these  later  owners,  Brown's  Close,  where  the  modern  entrance  to  the  house 
is  situated,  derives  its  name. 

The  name  of  Webster's  Close,  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  by  which  Brown's  Court 
was  formerly  known,  served  to  indicate  the  site  of  Dr  Webster's  house,  the  originator  of 
the  Widows'  Scheme,  and  long  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  old  Tolbooth  Kirk.  He  was  a 
person  of  great  influence  and  popularity  in  his  day,  and  entertained  Dr  Johnson  often  at 
his  table  during  his  visit  to  Edinburgh.  At  n  later  period  it  was  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Dr 
Greenfield,  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres  in  the  University,  after  whose  time 
it  passed  through  various  hands,  and  closed  its  career  as  a  cholera  hospital,  previous  to  its 
demolition  in  1837,  to  make  way  for  the  Castle  Rood.  Dr  Webster  built  another  house 
immediately  a^oiniug  this,  from  stones  taken  out  of  the  North  Loch.  It  was  first  occu- 
pied by  Mr  Hogg  as  a  banking  house,  and  afterwards,  for  twenty  years,  by  the  Society  of 
Scottish  Antiquaries,  during  the  whole  of  which  period,  Alexander  SmoUie,  Esq.,  the 
Emeritus  Secretary,  resided  in  the  house. 

A  very  handsome  old  land  of  considerable  breadth  stands  to  the  east  of  this.  It  presents 
a  polished  ashler  front  to  the  street,  ornamented  with  string  courses,  and  surmounted  by 
an  elegant  range  of  dormer  windows,  with  fiuials  of  various  design.  Over  the  main  en- 
trance, in  Boswell's  Court,  there  is  a  shield  bearing  a  fancy  device,  with  the  initials  T.  L., 
and  the  inscription,  O  •  LORD  •  IN  •  THE  •  IS  •  AL  •  MI  •  TRAI8T.  In  a  compartment 
on  the  left  of  the  shield,  there  are  also  the  initials,  I.  L.,  R.  W. ;  a  similar  compartment 
on  the  right  is  now  defaced.* 

Immediately  to  the  west  of  the  Assembly  Hall,  a  tall  narrow  land  forms  the  last  remain- 
ing building  on  the  south  side  of  the  Castle  Hill.  In  the  style  of  its  architecture  it  difiers 
entirely  from  any  of  the  neighbouring  houses,  presenting  a  pediment  in  front,  surmounted 
with  urns,  and  otherwise  adorned  according  to  the  fashion  that  prevailed  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  last  century. 

This  house,  as  appears  from  the  title-deeds,  was  built  by  Robert 
Mowbray,  Esq.,  of  Castlewan,  in  1740,  on  the  site  of  an  ancient 
mansion  belonging  to  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Hyndford.  The 
kej'stone  of  the  centre  window  in  the  second  floor  is  ornamented 
with  a  curiously  inwrought  cipher  of  the  initials  of  Robert  Mow- 
bray, its  builder;  from  whose  possession  it  passed  into  that  of 
William,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Dumfries,  who  succeeded  his  mother, 
Penelope,  Countess  of  Dumfries  in  her  own  right,  and  afterwards,  by  the  death  of  his 


>  The  cloM,  ws  believe,  derives  iU  name  from  a  Dr  Bosvrell,  who  realded  there  about  eighty  years  since.  We  wera 
informed,  however,  by  the  good  loaly  who  very  politely  conducted  us  over  the  bouse,  that  it  was  the  Earl  of  Both- 
well'a  mansion,  "  An'  nse  doubt,"  said  she,  as  she  showed  us  into  the  best  room,  with  its  fireplace  lined  with  Dutch 
tiles,  "  nse  doubt  mony  queer  doings  hae  taen  place  here  between  the  auld  Earl  and  Queen  Mary  I "  Nothing  is  so 
amusing,  in  investigating  our  local  anti(|uities,  as  the  constant  association  of  Queen  Mary's  name  with  everything  that 
is  old,  however  homvly  or  even  ridiculous.  , 
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brother,  united  with  it  the  title  of  Earl  of  Stair ;  a  combin»tion  of  titlea  in  one  penon, 
that  afforded  the  wits  of  last  centnry  a  favourite  source  of  jest  in  the  supposed  recontres  of 
the  two  noble  Earls. 

The  mansion  appears  to  have  passed  into  this  nobleman's  possession  very  shortly  after 
its  erection,  as  among  the  titles  there  is  a  declaration  by  William  Earl  of  Dumfries,  of 
the  date  20th  March  1747,  "that  the  back  laigh  door  or  passage  on  the  west  side  of 
the  house,  which  enters  to  the  garden  and  property  belonging  to  Mr  Charles  Hamilton 
Gordon,  advocate,  is  ane  entry  of  mere  tolerance  given  to  me  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
owner,"  &o. 

The  Earl  was  succeeded  in  it  by  his  widow,  who,  exactly  within  year  and  day  of  his 
death,  married  the  Honourable  Alexander  Qordon,  son  of  the  second  Earl  of  Aberdeen.  On 
his  appointment  as  a  Lord  of  Session  in  1784,  he  assumed  the  title  of  Lord  Bockville, 
fVom  his  estate  in  East  Lothian.  He  was  the  last  titled  occupant  that  inhabited  this 
once  patrician  dwelling  of  the  Old  Town ;  and  the  narrow  alloy  that  gives  access  to  the  court 
behind,  accordingly  retains  the  name  of  liockville  Close.  Within  this  close,  towards  the 
west,  there  is  a  plain  substantial  land  now  exposed  to  view  by  the  Castle  Road,  originally 
possessed  by  Elizabeth,  Countess  Dowager  of  Hyndford,  and  sold  by  her  in  the  year  1740, 
to  Henry,  the  last  Lord  Holyroodhouse,  who  died  at  his  house  in  the  Canongate  in  1765.* 
Various  ancient  closes,  and  very  picturesque  front  lands  that  formed  the  continuation  of 
the  southern  side  of  the  Castle  Hill,  have  been  swept  away  to  give  place  to  the  new 
western  approach  and  the  Assembly  Hall.  One  of  these,  Boss's  Court,  contained  "  The 
great  Marquis  of  Argyle's  House  in  the  Castlehill,"  described  by  Creech,  in  his  "Fugitive 
Pieces,"  as  inhabited,  at  that  degenerate  period,  by  a  hosier,  at  a  rental  of  £12  per  annum. 
Another  of  them,  Kennedy's  Close,  though  in  its  latter  days  a  mean  and  dirty  alley, 
possessed  some  interesting  remains  of  earlier  tiroes.  It  probably  derived  its  name  from  a 
recent  occupant,  a  son  of  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Clowburn,  Baronet ;  but  both  from  the 
antique  character,  and  the  remains  of  faded  grandeur  in  some  of  its  buildings,  it  had  doubt- 
less afforded  residences  for  some  of  the  old  nobles  of  the  Court  of  Holyrood.  The  ftont  land 
was  said  to  have  been  the  town  mansion  of  the  Earls  of  CasslUis,  whose  family  name  is 
Kennedy.  It  was  adorned,  at  the  entrance  to  the  close,  with  a  handsome  stone  architrave, 
supported  on  two  elegant  spiral  fluted  pillars,  and  the  rest  of  the  building  presented  a 
picturesque  wooden  front  to  the  street.  Within  the  close  there  was  another  curious  old 
wooden  fronted  land,  which  tradition  reported  as  having  been  at  one  period  a  nonjurant 
Episcopal  chapel.  An  inspection  of  this  building  during  its  demolition,  served  to  show 
that,  although  the  main  fabric  was  substantial  and  elegant  stone  work,  the  wooden  front 
was  an  integral  port  of  the  original  design.  It  was  found  that  the  main  beams  of  the  house, 
of  fine  old  oak,  were  continued  forward  through  the  stone  wall,  so  as  to  support  the  wood 
work  beyond,  and  this  was  further  confirmed  by  the  existence  of  a  large  fireplace  on  the 
outside  of  the  stone  wall ;  an  arrangement  which  may  still  be  seeu  in  a  similarly  constructed 
land  at  the  head  of  Lady  Stair's  Close,  and  probably  in  others.  Within  this  house  there 
was  one  of  the  beautifully  sculptured  gothic  niches,  already  alluded  to,  of  which  we  furnish 
a  view,  in  the  state  in  which  it  existed  when  the  house  was  taken  down.    This  we  presume 
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to  hftve  been  the  lame  that  Arnot  alludei  to  at  one  of  the  private  orutoriei  existing  in  hii 
time,  in  which  "  The  baptismal  fonts  are  still  remaining."  It  is  described  by  him  as  a 
building  nigh  the  Weigh-house,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Castle  Hill,  which  has  been  set 

apart  for  devotion.'  This  idea,  first  suggested  by  him,  of 
these  ornamental  niches  having  been  originally  intended  for 
baptismal  fonts,  has  been  repeated  by  some  of  the  most  care- 
ful writers  on  the  antiquities  of  Edinburgh  in  our  own  day, 
although  the  fitness  of  such  an  appendage  to  a  privato  oratory 
seems  very  questionable  indeed.  From  our  own  observation, 
we  are  inclined  to  believe  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
they  were  simply  ornamental  recesses  or  cupboards;  and 
this  is  the  more  confirmed,  from  their  most  common  position 
being  at  the  side  of  the  fireplace,  and  the  base  in  nearly 
all  of  them  being  a  fiat  and  generally  projecting  ledge. 
«  We  doubt  not,"  Arnot  adds,  "  but  that  many  more  of 
the  present  dwelling-houses  in  Edinburgh  have  formerly  been  consecrated  to  religious 
purposes ;  but  to  discover  them  would  be  much  less  material  than  diflScult  I "  It  may 
reasonably  be  regretted  that  one  who  professed  to  treat  of  our  local  antiquities,  should  have 
dismissed,  in  so  summary  and  contemptuous  a  manner,  this  interesting  portion  of  his 
subject,  for  which,  as  he  acknowledges,  he  possessed  numerous  facilities  now  beyond  our 
reach. 

A  house  of  a  very  different  appearance  from  any  yet  described  occupies  a  prominent 
position  on  the  north  Castle  bank,  and  associates  the  surrounding  district  with  the  name  of 
Scotland's  great  pastoral  poet,  Allan  Ramsay.  The  house  is  of  a  fantastic  shape,  but  it 
occupies  a  position  that,  we  may  safely  say,  could  not  be  surpassed  in  any  city  in  Europe, 
as  the  site  of  a  "  Poet's  Nest."  It  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  garden,  and  though  now 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  city,  it  still  commands  a  magnificent  and  varied  prospect,  bounded 
only  on  the  distant  horizon  by  the  Highland  hills.  At  the  time  of  its  erection,  it  was  a 
suburban  retreat,  uniting  the  attractions  of  a  country  villa,  with  an  easy  access  to  the  centre 
of  the  city.  We  have  been  told  by  a  gentleman  of  ontiquarian  tastes,  from  information 
communicated  to  him  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  that  Ramsay  applied  to  the  Crown  for  as  much 
ground  from  the  Castle  Hill  as  would  serve  him  to  build  a  cage  for  his  burd,  meaning  his 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  warmly  attached,  and  hence  the  octagon  shape  it  assumed,  not  unlike 
an  old  parrot  cage  I  If  so,  she  did  not  live  to  share  its  comforts,  her  death  having  occurred 
in  1 743.  Here  the  poet  retired  in  his  sixtieth  year,  anticipating  the  enjoyment  of  its  pleasing 
seclusion  for  many  years  to  come ;  and  although  he  had  already  exhausted  his  energies  in  the 
diligent  pursuit  of  business,  he  fipeut,  in  this  lovely  retreat,  the  chief  portion  of  the  last 
twelve  years  of  his  life  in  ease  and  tranquil  enjoyment,  though  interrupted  towards  its  close 
by  a  painful  malady.  He  was  remarkably  cheerful  and  lively  to  the  last,  and  his  powers  of 
conversation  were  such,  that  his  company  was  eagerly  courted  by  all  ranks  of  society ;  yet 
he  delighted  in  nothing  so  much  as  seeing  himself  surrounded  by  his  own  family  and  their 
juvenile  companions,  with  whom  he  would  join  in  their  sports  with  the  most  hearty  life  and 
good-humour. 

'  Arnot,  p.  245. 
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The  poet  wm  extremely  prond  of  his  new  maniion,  and  appears  to  have  been  somewhat 
surprised  to  find  that  its  fantastic  shape  rather  excited  the  mirth  than  the  admiration  of  his 
fellow-citisens.  The  wags  of  the  town  compared  it  to  a  goose  pie ;  and  on  his  complaining 
of  this  one  daj  to  Lord  Elibank,  his  lordship  replied,  "  Indeed,  Allan,  when  I  see  you  in 
it,  I  think  they  are  not  far  wrong ! " 

On  the  death  of  Allan  Ramsay,  in  1767,  he  was  succeeded  in  his  house  by  his  son,  the 
eminent  portrait-painter,  who  added  a  new  front  and  wing  to  it,  and  otherwise  modified  its 
original  grotesqueness ;  and  since  his  time  it  was  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Baird, 
late  Principal  of  the  University.  Some  curious  discoveries,  made  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  house,  in  the  lifetime  of  the  poet,  are  thus  recorded  in  the  Scots  Magasine 
for  1754, — "About  the  middle  of  June,  some  workmen  employed  in  levelling  the  upper 
part  of  Mr  Ramsay's  garden,  in  the  Castle  Hill,  fell  upon  a  subterraneous  chamber  about 
fourteen  feet  square,  in  which  were  found  an  image  of  white  stone,  with  u  crown  upon  its 
head,  supposed  to  be  the  Virgin  Mary ;  two  brass  candlesticks ;  about  a  dozen  of  ancient 
Scottish  and  French  coins,  and  some  other  trinkets,  scattered  among  the  rubbish.  By 
several  remains  of  burnt  matter,  and  two  cannon  balls,  it  is  guessed  that  the  building  above 
ground  was  destroyed  by  the  Castle  in  some  former  confusion."  This,  we  would  be  inclined 
to  think,  may  have  formed  a  portion  of  the  ancient  Church  of  St  Andrew,  of  which  so  little 
is  known ;  though,  from  Maitland's  description,  the  site  should  perhnps  be  looked  for 
somewhat  lower  down  the  bank.  It  is  thus  alluded  to  by  him, — "  At  the  southern  side  of 
the  Nordloch,  near  the  foot  of  the  Castle  Hill,  stood  a  church,  the  remains  whereof  I  am 
informed  were  standing  within  these  few  years,  by  Professor  Sir  Robert  Stewart,  who  had 
often  seen  them.  This  I  take  to  have  been  the  Church  of  St  Andrew,  near  the  Castle  of 
Edinburgh,  to  the  Trinity  Altar,  in  which  Alexander  Curor,  vicar  of  Livingston,  by  a 
deed  of  gift  of  the  i20th  December  1488,  gave  a  perpetual  annuity  of  twenty  merks  Scot- 
tish money." '  In  the  panelling  of  the  Reservoir,  which  stands  immediately  to  the  south 
of  Ramsay  Garden,  a  hole  is  still  shown,  which  is  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a  shot 
in  the  memorable  year  1745.  The  ball  was  preserved  fur  many  years  in  the  house,  and 
ultimately  presented  to  the  late  Professor  Playfair. 

An  old  stone  land  occupies  the  corner  of  Ramsay  Lane,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Castle 
Hill.  It  presents  a  picturesque  front  to  the  main  street,  surmounted  with  a  handsome 
double  dormer  window.  On  its  eastern  side,  down  Pipe's  Close,  there  is  a  large  and 
neatly  moulded  window,  exhibiting  the  remains  of  a  stone  mullion  and  transom,  with  which 
it  has  been  divided ;  and,  in  the  interior  of  the  same  apartment,  directly  opposite  to  this, 
there  are  the  defaced  remains  of  a  large  gothic  niche,  the  only  ornamental  portions  of  which 
now  visible  are  two  light  and  elegant  buttresses  at  the  sides,  affording  indication  of  its 
original  decorations. 

Tradition,  as  reported  to  us  by  several  different  parties,  assigns  this  house  to  the  Laird 
of  Cockpen,  the  redoubted  hero,  as  we  presume,  of  Scottish  song ;  and  one  party  further 
a£Srms,  in  confirmation  of  this,  that  Ramsay  Lane  had  its  present  name  before  the  days 
of  the  poet,  having  derived  it  from  this  mansion  of  the  Ramsays  of  Cockpen.'     Its 


>  HtitUnd,  p.  206. 

*  The  Lairdt  of  Cookp«n  wm  n  branch  of  the  Rsmaajra  of  Dalboneie  ;  Doiiglaa'a  Peerage,  vol.  i.  p.  404. 
hia  Liat  of  Streeta,  Ac.,  mentiona  a  Ramaay'a  Cloae  without  indioatlng  it  on  the  map. 
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lut  recorded  noble  occupants  are  mentioned  bjr  Chnmben  u  "two  ancient  ipiniten, 
daughteri  of  Lord  Gray."  Over  the  main  entrance  of  the  next  land,  there  is  a  defaced 
inscription,  with  the  date  10121.  The  bouse  immediately  below  this  is  worthy  of  notice, 
as  a  fine  specimen  of  an  old  wooden  fVouted  land,  with  the  timbers  of  the  gable  elegantly 
carved.  During  the  early  part  of  the  lust  century,  this  formed  the  family  mansion  of 
David,  the  third  Earl  of  Leven,  on  whom  the  title  devolved  after  being  borne  by  two 
successive  Countesses  in  tlieir  own  right.  Ho  was  appointed  Oovornor  of  Edinburgh  Castle 
by  William  and  Mary,  on  its  surrender  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon  in  1080;  and  shortly  after 
he  headed  his  regiment,  and  diHtinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of  Killicrankie  by  running 
away  I  To  the  cast  of  this  there  formerly  stood,  at  the  head  of  Sempill's  Close,  another 
wooden  A-onted  land,  ornamented  with  a  curious  projecting  porch  at  the  entrance  to  the 
close,  and  similar  in  general  style  to  those  taken  down  in  184S,  of  which  we  furnish  an 
engraving.  It  hung  over  the  street,  story  above  story,  each  projecting  further  the  higher 
it  rose,  as  if  in  defiance  of  nil  laws  of  grnvitntioii,  until  at  length  it  furnished  unquestionable 
evidence  of  its  great  age  by  literally  tumbling  down  about  the  ears  of  its  poor  inmates, 
happily  without  any  of  them  suffering  very  serious  injury. 

Immediately  behind  the  site  of  this  house  stands  n  fine  old  mansion,  at  one  time 
belonging  to  the  Scmpill  family,  whose  name  the  close  still  retains.  It  is  a  large  and 
substantial  building,  with  a  projecting  turnpike  stair,  over  the  entrance  to  which  is  the 
inscription,  PRAISED  BE  THE  LORD  MY  OOD,  MY  STRENGTH,  AND  MY 
REDEEMER  ANNO  DOM.  1038,  and  a  device  like  an  anchor,  entwined  with  the 
letter  S.  Over  another  door,  which  gives  entrance  to  the  lower  part  of  the  same  house, 
there  is  the  inscription,  SEDES  MANET  OPTIMA  C(£LO,  with  the  date  and  device 
repeated.  On  the  left  of  the  first  inscription  there  is  a  shield,  Ix  aring  party  per  fesse,  in 
chief  three  crescents,  a  mullet  in  base.  The  earliest  titles  of  the  property  are  wanting,  and 
we  have  failed  to  discover  to  whom  these  arms  belong.  The  house  was  purchased  by 
Hugh,  twelfth  Lord  Sempill,  in  1743,  from  Thomas  Brown  and  Patrick  Manderston,  two 
merchant  burgesses,  who  severally  possessed  the  u]>pcr  and  under  portions  of  it  By  him  it 
was  converted  into  one  large  mansion,  and  a])parcntly  an  additional  story  added  to  it,  as 
the  outline  of  dormer  windows  may  be  traced,  built  into  the  west  wall. 

Lord  Sempill,  who  had  seen  considerable  military  service,  commanded  the  left  wing  of 
the  royal  army  at  Cullodcn.  He  was  succeeded  by  hi«  son  John,  thirteenth  Lord  Scmpill, 
who,  in  1755,  sold  the  family  mansion  to  Sir  James  Clerk  of  Pennycuik. 

The  ancient  family  of  the  Sempills  is  associated  in  various  ways  with  Scottish  8ong< 
John,  son  of  Robert,  the  third  Lord,  married  Mary  Livingston,  one  of  "  the  Queen's 
Maries,"  Their  son,  Sir  James,  a  man  of  eminent  ability  and  great  influence  in  his  day, 
was  held  in  high  estimation,  and  employed  as  ambassador  to  England  in  1500;  he  was  the 
author  of  the  clever  sotire,  entitled  "  Tlie  Packman's  Paternoster."  His  sou  followed  in 
his  footsteps,  and  produced  an  "  Elegy  on  Hnbbie  Simsou,  the  piper  of  Kilborchan," '  a 
poem  of  great  vigour  and  much  local  celebrity ;  while  his  grandson,  Francis  Sempill  of 
Beltrees,  is  the  author  both  of  the  fine  old  song,  "  She  rose  and  let  me  in,"  and  of  a  curious 
poem  preserved  in  Watson's  collection,  entitled  "  Banishment  of  Poverty,"  written  about 

'  WatMD'a  C'oUectioD  of  Scota  Puemii,  1706,  |iart  i.  |>.  32. 
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1080,  It  cnntaini  «omu  inirrritiiiK  IimhI  Kllii>ii)tiii,  mul  mining  ntbvri,  tb*  following,  to 
th«  manaion  of  hit  nolilo  rvlatlv«»,  whifli  would  it|)|H'iir  at  that  time  to  liavo  bMn  at 
licith  I— 

KIkiI  »Ii|ii«  C'*il<t>l  »nl  fur  nit 

To  ilin«,  u  ih*  illil  o(l,  fiiniiiith  i 
Hut  iih,  *Im  t  lb*!  iiil|hl  iiul  tw, 

ll«r  liuiiM  WW  u«'r  BMr  lli*  Ti>ll>initli. 
•  •  • 

I  iHiii  my  !'•«•,  •ml  itiHir*!!  tii  l<tllb, 

Til  trjr  nijr  «r«lll  *!  Ih«  win*, 
Hut  foul  a  ilrll'liU  (;l'il  mjr  iMlh, 

II*  foii'li'il  in*  (t  III*  I'mIT**  »\mn. 
I  aUw  ilciwu  lliriiiiili  tli*  Natliir'Wjrnil, 

Mjr  \*Aj  H«iii|iU'*  liuiiMi  wu  iwiir  i 
T<>  (nUr  lh*r*  »m  my  il**l|n, 

Wh*r*  I'ufarty  iliir*t  n*'*r  *p|Mtr, 

1  ilin'il  <b«r*,  bill  t  twkl  mil  Ung, 

My  IdMly  (ain  wnuM  ahvlur  ni*  | 
But  <>h,  kJM  I  I  Mnia  niuat  (aii|, 

An<l  l*aT*  lba(  cmnaly  c<>ni|«ny, 
liar  liul  riiiiTiiy'il  m*  with  b*r  k*y, 

Out  tbriiiiKli  tb*  Karilan  tii  tlia  Half, 
lliit  I  tb*  l.lulia  oiiiilil  graitlily  a**, 

My  Uuf  arnour  waa  at  my  haala.  i 

Tliore  I«  a  triiditlon  in  tlio  fnniilj',  tliut 
Ladjr  Hvinpill  having  bvun  n  Cntholio,  tlio 
maimion  wait  at  that  poriod  n  fiivniirite  place 
of  retort  for  the  Uoniith  prii'ttH  then  vititiny 
Hcotland  in  ditKo'^'C)  i^od  that  there  cxittod 
a  concealed  patituffe,— apparently  ulludcd  to 
in  the  poem, — by  which  they  could  cNcupc  on 
any  ludden  RurpriHC.  One  other  incident  in 
connection  with  the  8cntti«h  niUMO  deHcrvct 

notice  here: — Dr  Auntin,  tlu>  author  of  the  celebrated  long,  "  For  lack  of  gold  nho  has  left 
me,"  having  "given  hin  woch  an  airing  in  tong,"  on  hi* dctertion  by  an  inconstant  beauty, 
for  the  Duke  of  Athol,  inarried  the  Honourable  Anne  Beinpill  in  1754,  by  whom  ho 
hud  a  numerous  family.  IliH  house  is  still  standing  in  the  north-west  corner  of  Drown 
iSquaro. 

To  the  east  of  Senipill's  Close,  there  stood  till  recently  an  ancient  and  curious  land, 
possessing  all  the  churnctcriHtics  of  tlioxe  nircndy  alluded  to  as  the  earliest  houses  remain- 
ing in  Edinburgh,  It  connirited  only  uf  two  stories,  •tnd  its  internal  arrangements  were  of 
the  simplest  description.     The  entire  main  floor  appeared  to  have  formed  originally  a 

'  Wttaoii'a  Culleotlnii  n(  Hcota  Piwiim,  |<art  I.  p.  14.  Tlie  dill  titia  nl  tba  I'oani  praTioualy  alliidail  to  la,  "A  Pick- 
tooth  tut  the  I'ii|>fl  ;  or,  Tho  Pjckiniin'a  t'ntoriiiialvr,  mt  iIhwiik  In  a  Dialnffiie  botwixt  a  Piick-inan  ami  a  Prieat."  Tha 
work  ia  now  very  acarcn.  A  pulitinicitl  wurk  I'y  the  aaiiie  author,  entitlutl  "  Siicrilega  laeredjy  handled,"  I,«>n(lun,  1019, 
oontaina  in  tha  prafaca  the  (nllnwing  (piiiint  alluaion  to  hia  name — "Aaacred  ami  high  aubject  aeemalh  to  require • 
aacre<l  pen-man  too :  True.  And  though  I  he  nut  o(  tb*  trlb«  o(  Ltti,  yet  I  hop*  ot  the  tenta  of  Sim,  how  Simpli 
Buaver." 

VloKKTTK— Lord  8empill'a  Huuae,  BeDipill'a  L'luae,  Caatle  Hill. 
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•InirU  ApMrtmrnt,  wlili  n  \\\\t*  ^t*\\*,e*  %i  Uik  wp*(  rml,  iinii  •  Kallvry  wliM  lo  l(  Itjr  th« 
liniU-r  |iriijrr»iiiri  in  (Vnnl.  Tlu'  h»«rth-*tnnK  wm  riiii<i<i|  iiIkivp  thn  Uvrl  nf  Ihn  llmif,  anii 
Kiinnli'il  by  n  itoiie  Ii<iIki>  nr  IV>tiili<r,  ■iniiUr  in  i'liiiriu<ti>r  tn  »  Hri<|)Ur«  of  flm  thirtrrntli  ran* 
tiiry  liill  I'niatlnK  Nt  Ht  Miiry'i  Al>l>«)r,  York,  'Ilii*  riHini  wm«  liKhlml  liy  n  InrKit  ilornivr 
wimliiw  in  llin  rmif,  in  mlililion  ti)  tlu*  iiauiil  wimlow*  in  (Vi>nti  uml  in  (liu  thii'knr**  <>f 
Ihi'  itiini'  wmII,  williin  tlii>  wiMHlcn  Kitllpry,  tlu'ro  wrre  twn  ornMmanUl  itDn*  ri<i<»Mi<a,  with 
|iri)Ji><>tinK  Kulii^oriHl  lilU,  nmi  (•ncli  cloavil  bjr  %\\  <Nik  iliHir,  ritlily  rnrvixl  witli  <i<il|iliin4 
■h<l  othrr  orn«m*iilnl  ilt'vit'i'*,'  Tliv  r(M>fwii«  \\\\^\  iinil  •tevp,  sntl  tha  iintirn  ii|i|H>ciritnc«t 
of  till)  ImililinK  linyuliirly  pirturtMinc  Wa  Imvo  lM<<>n  th«  more  imrtiiniUr  in  ilmoriltinK 
it,  fi-oni  till)  iutrrrtt  MtlikfhinK  to  it*  oriiciniil  |io«ii'*iiori>.  It  i*  ili'tinml,  in  oni*  of  tlio  titlo- 
tli'viU  of  the  nciKlilxitirinK  |>ro|)«rty,  •«  "  Thnt  It'ni'nii'nt  of  l»nii  IwlonKing  to  tlio  i'(iit|)Uin 
of  the  rhaplainry  uf  .St  Nicolu'i  Altar,  foumU-ii  witltin  th«  CuIIi>ki)  Chun'h  nf  Mt  (iitaa, 
within  thu  kurKh  nf  EdinburKli  i "  it  i«  now  re|>lac«il  by  a  plain,  unattrai^tivf,  modarn 
kuililinK> 

Tha  moat  interMtinjr  portion*  of  thia  liiatrii't,  howav(<r,  or  |i«rhap*  of  any  othi^r  nnmnK 
tho  private  bnilding*  in  tho  Old  I'uwn,  W(>n>  to  lie  foiiml  within  thi'  apai'ii  inclmlini;  T(m|i|'«, 
Nairn'*,  and  Ulytli'*  C'lo«i>«,  near  y  tho  whole  of  whirh  havo  lN>vn  RWept  away  to  provide  a 
*ito  for  the  New  CidIeK'.  On  tha  wcat  tide  of  Ulyth'*  Tloae  there  axiiteil  a  reniarkabia 
building,  ■ome  portion  of  wlii<  li  utilt  rcmnin*.  Thi*  the  com-urrcnt  teatiinony  of  tradition 
and  internal  evidrnce  |iointci|  out  a*  hat  iiiK  lieen  tho  ninnHion  of  Mnry  of  (lui*(>,  the  Queen 
of  Jatnea  V.,  nml  the  mother  o'  Queen  Mnry.  There  waa  n<Te**  to  the  diilerent  apart- 
ment*, a*  i*  u*unl  in  the  oldeitt  hou*i'*  in  F<<linlmrKh,  by  vnriott*  *tnir*  and  intricato 
paiaage*  ;  for  no  featnre  i*  no  calculated  to  exeite  tho  «urpri*e  of  a  *trnnKer,  on  hi*  tlr*t  vi*it 
to  *uch  iubatantinl  manaiona,  a«  the  ntimerou*  an<i  ample  flight*  of  itone  itair*,  often  plaeed 
in  immediate  Juxtapoaition,  yet  leading  to  dilTerent  parta  of  the  Imilding.  Over  the  main 
doorway,  which  atill  remain*,  there  ia  the  in*cription,  in  Imid  Uothic  churarter*,  ItUf 
^Onor  2)tO.  with  I.  K.,  the  initial*  of  the  King,  at  the  ro*|)ectivo  end*  of  tho  lintel. 
On  n  xliit'ld,  placed  on  the  right  Nidc,  the  monogram  of  thu  Virgin  Mary  i*  itrulpturod,* 
while  a  <'orrcNpondiiig  Nhield  on  the  left,  now  entirely  defaced,  mo«t  prolmbly  bore  tho  uaiibI 
one  of  our  Muviour.''' 

On  the  firNt  landing  of  the  principal  *tnir,  n  *mall  voKtibulc  gave  entrance  to  an  apart- 
ment, originally  of  large  dimen*ii>n*,  though  for  ninny  year*  *ulMlivitled  into  vnrioii*  rooma 
and  pOKiingea.  At  the  right-hniid  cido  nf  the  inner  ijnorway,  on  entering  thi*  apartment,  a 
remarkably  rich  (iothic  niche  rcnminod  till  recently,  to  which  we  have  given  the  name  of  n 
piHcinn,  in  the  nccompnnyiiig  engraving,  owing  to  it*  having  n  hole  through  the  bottom  uf 
it,  the  pccidiar  mark  of  thnt  ecclexiaHtical  feature,  and  ono  which  we  hnvu  not  dincovcred  in 
any  other  of  thoRO  niche*  wu  have  examined.  The  name  i«  at  leant  convenient  for  di*tinction 
in  future  reference  to  it;  but  it*  poitilion  wo*  nt  the  Hide  of  n  very  large  ond  hnndnomo 
iirc|)la<'c,  one  of  the  richly  cluMtered  pillnr*  of  which  nppcur*  in  the  engraving,  on  tho 
outnide  nf  a  mmlern  partition,  and  no  feature  wait  di*coverablu  in  the  niiartmcnt  calculated 

'  F<ir  tho  ilmcriptinn  nf  tlio  intcrlnr  nf  thii  ancliint  biillilinK,  <**  ""  mainly  iniUMril  tn  tli«  Knr.  J.  Him*,  clinpUIn  n( 
Trinity  II>«pitnl,  wlinaa  undo  long  pnnaeuuil  the  prnparty.  A  T«rj  uliliipio  ritvr  nf  tlit  hoiia*  apiwura  In  Hturar'i  "  lligli 
Btrert,  fniin  tlio  Caatls  Hanulo."     Plat*  I,  Tnl.  li. 

>  Villa  rugin'a  Oloaaary  u(  EccI,  Urnainant,  p.  182.  '  ViglMtU  *t  the  bnil  o(  th*  Chapter. 
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lo  Uiwl  la  lli«  iil»«  oX  III  kavinr  ^n  •!  »«jr  liiw»  <l«tal»d  ^  otiwr  ikan  ilonwalk  hm*. 
W»  RMjr  farllior  rvitmrk,  lli*l  tlii.-r,'  ^«t>r*,  iii  dli,  weoM  of  lb«i»f  ••'iil|>lur»i|  ruMM**,  uf 
dilfvrant  liRva  aiitl  lUvrv**  of  i>rn*uii>M,  /iiruu|hout  i)i«  i^M|p  of  buihltntc*  knnwu  m  lb« 
UuIm  l*»lwa  and  ()r«(i>ry,-  •  ■ulNficitt  nam^nff  of  "  tM|>tiamal  (l.ii>U,-"  ««  ■h»ttlil  |ir«*iiiiM, 
•wn  fur  %  I'MJiiaii  lli'ifulal  <L4  /,>|/<im  Inmr^tf 

VariiHM  r«iimin«  uf  wry  Aim  wimnI  i^rviiiir  h*T«>  (Voiii  tiiii*  lo  lima  Iwan  rcnmf^'l  fVi>m 
dlfliirtnt  |Mirti  uf  tlila  UiiUlinKi  •  larK>*  •nil  wi'll-««*culi»l  nnbfia  front  uf  •  ru|ib<i«nl  wa« 
ftiuml  in  th«  aiiartnuiut  l«li>«r  lh«  »im  la«l  rafurrml  lo,  with  (b«  |MUi«la  Wf9f);Ut  iu  etcgaat  ami 
varititl  ilraiKni  i '  himI  iii  aiintli'r  room  i>n  tli«  lama 
fliMir,  iiiiiiimliatvly  Uiynuil  tlio  fitrtiii'r,  Ihara  •»i«l«tl 
•  rvry  inlvrcstitiK  rvlin  of  Did  laiii*  kimi,  which  loiiir 
fornuii  iiiia  of  (h«  chief  attractioiii  to  anlii|iiarian 
viaitnr*.  Thia  waa  an  aiici«iit  uali  <liHir,  with  richly 
oarv«<l  |iaiiiiU,  now  |in>it«rv«<i  in  tha  Miiafiim  of  tha 
Bocicly  of  Aiitii|iiKrli>a,  of  which  wi<  fiirui«h  a  vinw. 
The  two  u|)|M'r  iiauela  ara  ilrcoratoi)  with  ahiahla, 
■urrotinili'il  with  a  wreath  ami  othi>r  ornaniitnta  of 
bvautinil  wi)rknianilii|i,  ami  each  au|>|>«rl<Hl  l>y  a 
wintcud  chcruh,  Tho  lowvr  |>am)la  contain  |mr> 
traita  carved  in  high  n'licf,  and  which,  in  aoeord- 
•nce  with  tin*  tradition  of  tho  iiN-ality,  haf«  K«nerally 
been  conoidiTi'il  aa  tho  hcada  of  Jnnii*a  V,  aad  kia 
Queen.  Tlu>  lady  li  very  littlo  indchted  to  tha 
artixt  for  the  ilnttiry  of  her  charniii,  and  the  |M)rtrait 
cannot  bo  coiinidered  iia  U-nriiiy  any  reiienihlumv  to 
thoaa  of  Mary  of  Guiae,  who  la  ({'"■'-''""y  repru- 
■ented  aa  n  iK'nutifiil  woninn.*  That  uf  the  KiMt( 
hua  liven  thotiKlit  to  lienr  n  conaideruhlu  reneinhliiiu'u 
to  tho  portriiita  of  Jaiuea  V.,  and  "  liaa  all  that  free 
cnrriiiKo  of  tlie  licnd,  mid  vl('t(niit  iiloiirh  of  the  Imiii- 
net,  top-llier  witli  tlie  ^tvwl  de^jree  of  nmiiiy  lieniity 
with  which  thia  nionareh  ia  uaiiaily  re|ire<4ented." ' 
The  lieruldlc  lit'uriii(;a  on  tho  alilt'!<la  iu  (lie  U)i|ic'r 
pauela  reuiiiiu  tu  he  nientiouud  i  ouo  of  tlietu  Iieara 
K  doer'a   head  erased,  while  on  tho  other  ia  nn  eit)(le 

with  ex|iaudi'd  wiiiKit  K'''"*I'''*K  '^  "'"■*  '"  ''>o  l*)'^  ''""^  "nd  with  a  rrcaccnt  in  hnac.  Ttio 
whole  n|i|)euritnco  of  thia  door  ia  colculnled  to  euuvey  a  pleiiitiu);  idea  of  the  ittatc  of  the 
arta  in  Hcotliiud  ot  tho  jH-riod  of  ita  execution,  though  iu  thia  it  in  no  wiiy  aurpaaaea  tho 
other  decorntioua  of  thia  iiitervating  liuildinj;.  The  door  Ima  been  eut  down  in  aoniu 
modern  aubdiviaion  of  tho  houae,  to  adapt  it  to  thu  huuiblu  aituutiou  which  it  latterly 

'  Now  tu  tilt  poiMMiun  ot  0.  K.  BbariM,  Kw), 

■  Til*  Uuka  ut  Davunihir*  liH  mi  uwliiubUiU  |iortrait  of  Hirjr  of  OuIm,  Bo*  !•  vary  fair  i!oinpt*itfln«il,  witli  rwlillth 
hair.  Tlw  |iicttira  In  tha  Trinity  MiiuM  at  l.«ltli  U  nut  v(  tli*  (jur*n  K>|tnt,  but  a  bati  ciipjr  u(  tliat  u(  ktr  ilauglitar,  at 
8t  Jamca,  {Mlntrd  by  Mytrna. 

'  L'haiiibtra'a  Trail itluna,  vul.  I,  p.  t1.     Tlia  "  manly  baauty,"  huwavtr,  ii  •mntwliat  qiitatlunnblv. 
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occupied,  tlio  outer  frntncwork  on  one  siilo  beinj^  nearly  cut  away ;  but  its  original  posi- 
tion was  doubtless  one  of  irniiortniire,  suited  to  its  highly  decorated  character.  The 
armoriul  bearings,  though  suggesting  no  relation  to  those  of  the  Queen  Regent,  serve  to 
prove  timt  it  Imd  been  executed  fur  the  mansion  in  which  it  was  found,  as  the  same  arms, 
impaled  on  one  sliield,  was  sculptured  over  the  north  doorway  of  the  building  on  the 
east  side  of  the  close,  with  the  date  1  TiS?,  already  alluded  to,  as  the  oldest  then  existing 
on  any  house  in  Edinburgh,*  and  the  initials  A.  A.,  as  represented  below.  The  lintel 
had  been  removed  from  its  original  position  to  heighten  the  doorway,  for  the  purpose  of 
converting  this  part  of  the  old  Palace  into  a  stable,  and  was  built  into  a  wall  immediately 
adjacent ;  but  its  mouldings  conijilctely  corresponded  with  the  sides  of  the  doorwuy  from 
which  it  had  been  taken,  nnd  the  high  land  was  rent  up  through  the  whole  of  its  north 
front,  owing  to  its  abstraction.'    This  portion  of  the  Palace  formed  a  sort  of  gallery, 


r  \ 


It 


\\ 
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extending  across  the  north  end  of  the  whole  buildings,  and  internally  affording  com- 
munication from  those  in  Todd's  and  Nairn's  Closes,  and  that  on  the  west  side  of  Blyth's 
Close,  with  the  oratory  or  chapel  on  the  east  side  of  the  latter.  Tiie  demolition  of  these 
buildings  brought  to  light  many  interesting  features  of  their  original  charocter.  The  whole 
had  been  fitted  up  at  their  erection  in  a  remarkably  elegant  and  highly  ornate  style ;  the 
fireplaces  especially  were  all  of  large  dimensions,  and  several  of  very  graceful  and  elegant 
proportions.  One  of  these  we  have  already  alluded  to,  with  its  fine  Gothic  niche  at  the 
side ;  another  in  Todd's  Close  was  of  a  still  more  beautiful  design,  the  clustered  pillars 
were  further  adorned  with  roiies  filling  the  interstices,  and  this  also  had  a  very  rich  Qothic 
niche  at  its  side,  eatirciy  differing  in  form  from  the  last,  and  indeed  from  all  the  others 
that  we  have  examined,  in  the  apparent  remains  of  a  stoup  or  hollowed  basin,  the  front  of 

1  It  ia  not  neceaaartly  inforred  from  this  that  no  ulder  huuse  exists.  Tbe  walls  uf  Holyrood  admitted  of  being 
roofed  again  after  tlio  burning  in  \W,  and  it  ia  nut  unlilcely  that  sume  uf  the  oldest  housea  still  remaining  passed 
through  the  same  iiery  ordeul. 

'  This  stone,  which  is  in  good  preservation,  is  now  in  the  interesting  oullectiou  of  antiquities  of  A.  0,  Ellis,  Esq. 
We  have  failed  to  trace  from  the  shield  any  clue  to  the  original  owner  or  builder  of  this  part  uf  the  Palace  ;  but  the 
data  now  furnished  may  perh.ips  epublo  utliL'rs  tu  be  mure  succesMful.  Sir  Hubert  Carnegie  uf  Kinnaird,  who  was 
appointed  one  uf  the  Senaturs  uf  the  Cullege  uf  Justice  in  1547,  and  as  Ainbossadur  to  Franco  in  1551,  had  a  great 
share  in  persuading  the  Duke  uf  Chatolherault  to  resign  the  regency  to  Mary  of  Guise, —  bure  for  arms  an  eagle  dis- 
played, azure  ;  but  his  wife's  arms, — a  daughter  uf  (juthrle  uf  Lunan, — du  nut  currespund  with  thuse  impaled  with 
them,  and  the  initials  are  also  irrecuucilable.  The  same  ubjectiuns  huld  gaud  in  the  case  uf  his  sun,  a  faithful  adherent 
uf  Queen  Mury, 
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which  had  been  broken  away.  Wo  furniith  an  engraving  of  tliia  apartment  aUo,  in  the 
dilapidated  otate  in  which  it  existed  in  its  latter  dnyR,  with  the  large  fireplace  concealed, 
all  but  one  cluBtered  pillar,  by  a  wooden  partition.'  This  apartment  had  nlso  been  finished 
with  highly  curved  ornamental  work,  considerable  portions  of  which  had  only  been 
removed  a  few  years  previous  to  the  entire  destruction  of  the  whole  building.  One 
beautiful  fragment  of  this,  which  wo  have  seen,  consists  of  a  scries  of  oak  panellings, 
about  eight  feet  high,  divided  into  four  compartments  by  five  terminal  figures  in  high  relief, 
and  the  panels  all  richly  finished  in  different  patterns  of  arabesque  ornament  of  the 
finest  workmanship.  The  demolition  of  this  house  in  1845  brought  to  light  a  curious 
small  concealed  chamber  on  the  first  floor,  lighted  by  a  very  narrow  aperture  looking 
into  Nairn's  Close.  The  entrance  to  it  had  been  by  a  movable  panel  in  the  room  just 
described,  a£fording  access  to  a  narrow  flight  of  steps,  ingeniously  wound  round  the  wall  of 
a  turnpike  stair,  and  thereby  efiectually  preventing  any  suspicion  being  excited  by  the 
appearance  it  made.  The  existence  of  this  mysterious  chamber  was  altogether  unknown  to 
the  inhabitants,  and  all  tradition  had  been  lost  as  to  the  ancient  occupants  to  whom  it 
doubtless  afibrded  refuge. 

Another  apartment  in  this  portion  of  the  house,  on  the  same  flat  with  the  fine  Qothio 
fireplace  described  above,  was  called  the  Queen's  Dead  lioom,  where  the  noble  occupants 
of  the  mansion  were  said  to  have  Inin  in  state,  ere  their  removal  to  their  final  resting-place. 
The  room  had  formerly  been  painted  black,  to  adapt  it  to  the  gloomy  purpose  for  which 
it  was  set  apart,  and  the  more  recent  coats  of  whitewash  it  had  received  very  imperfectly 
veiled  its  lugubrious  aspect.  The  style  of  the  fittings  of  this  room,  however,  and  indeed  of 
the  greater  portion  of  the  building,  was  evidently  long  posterior  to  the  date  of  erection,  and 
the  panel  over  the  mantelpiece  was  filled  with  a  landscape,  painted  in  the  manner  of  Old 
Norie.  The  inhabitant  of  this  part  of  the  house,  when  we  last  visited  it,  was  a  respectable 
old  lady,  who  kept  her  bhnre  uf  the  Palace  in  a  remarkably  clean  and  comfortable  condition, 
and  took  g^cat  pride  in  pointing  out  its  features  to  strangers.  She  professed  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  original  uses  of  the  several  portions  of  the  house,  and  showed  a  comfort- 
able-looking room  on  the  first  floor,  commanding  n  very  fine  view  to  the  north,  which 
she  culled  the  Queen's  bedroom.  Two  round  arched  or  wnggon-shaped  ceilings  were 
brought  to  view  in  the  progress  of  demolition,  richly  decorated  with  painted  devices,  in  a 
style  corresponding  with  the  date  of  erection,  and  both  concealed  by  flat,  modern,  plaster 
ceilings  constructed  below  them.  One  of  these,  situated  immedintely  above  what  was  styled 
the  Queen's  bedroom,  had  been  lighted  by  windows  ranged  along  each  side  of  the  arched 
roof,  and  in  its  original  state  must  have  formed  a  lofty  and  very  elegant  room.  The  roof, 
which  was  of  wood,  was  painted  in  rich  arabesques  and  graceful  designs  of  flowers,  fruit, 
leaves,  &c.,  surrounding  panels  with  inscriptions  in  Gothic  letters.  On  one  portion  all  that 
could  be  made  out  was,  ^K  tlTCtlbflid  Of  ^C  lGliSi)tiOtJ0.  On  another  was  perfectly 
defined  the  following  metrical  legend  : — 

>  Theae  remaiui  nre  mentiuned  in  Chamb«ra'a  Traditiona,  with  this  addition — "  At  the  right-huiid  aide  ia  a  pillar  in 
the  aame  taste,  on  the  top  of  which  there  formerly,  and  till  within  thcae  few  yeara,  atood  the  atatue  of  a  aaint  presiding 
over  the  font,"  The  author  had  duubtleaa  been  misled  in  thia  by  the  traditions  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  appear, 
ance  of  the  jamb  of  the  ancient  fireplace  partially  exposed.  We  may  remark  that,  except  where  it  apjiears  absolutely 
necessary  for  preventing  coufuaiun  or  error,  we  have  avoided  directing  attention  to  those  points  uu  which  we  differ  from 
previous  writers. 
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C\f  row  «t.  «vn  Aflldiit  Ir, 
tfHb  von  ^«f  Cbtf^t  ctitn  vsw  to  mr. 
Avltt  Vt  wait,  «Biiik  few  tbdirln, 
tf mbcMt  fi  iniiti,  atantoun 

The  last  word,  oLvioiigly  to(n,  Iind  been  curiously  omitted,  and  a  dash  sub^ttitutcd  for 
it,  as  though  for  a  guess  or  puzzle.  In  tlie  centre  of  tliis  roof  there  was  a  ring, 
apparently  for  the  purpose  of  suopending  a  lamp,  and  in  one  of  the  walls  there 
was  n  niche  with  a  trefoil  arch  very  slightly  ornamented.  The  fireplace,  which  was 
of  very  large  dimensions,  was  entirely  witliout  ornament,  and  in  no  way  corresponded 
with  the  style  of  finish  otherwise  ]>rcvailing  in  the  apartment,  although  its  size  and 
massive  construction  seemed  to  prove  that  it  must  have  been  a  portion  of  the  original 
fabric. 

Another  ceiling  of  a  similar  form,  in  a  room  aiyoining  this,  on  the  west  side  of  Blyth's 
Close,  was  adorned  with  a  variety  of  emblematic  designs,  mostly  taken  from  Paradin's 
Emblems  (the  earliest  edition  of  which,  as  far  as  wc  arc  aware,  was  published  at  Lyons 
in  1557),  and  from  the  Traicti  den  Devises  lioi/ales,  although  some  of  them  are  not  to 
be  found  in  either  of  these  works, — such  as  a  hand  amid  flames,  holding  up  a  dagger, 
with  the  motto,  Affere  et  pati  /ortia;  a  branch  covered  with  apples,  Ab  insomni  non 
cuatodita  dragoni;  and  two  hands  out  of  a  cloud,  one  holding  a  sword,  and  the  other  a 
trowel.  In  utrumque  paratus,  Tliis  species  of  emblematic  device  was  greatly  in  vogue  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  various  other  works  of  similar  character  still  exist  in  the  libraries 
of  the  curious.  Among  other  devices  on  this  ceiling,  may  be  mentioned  an  ape  crushing 
her  offspring  in  the  fervour  of  her  embrace,  with  the  motto,  Ctecus  amor  prolis ;  a  serpent 
among  strawberry  plants,  Latet  unguis  in  Ilerba ;  a  porcupine  with  a])ple8  on  its  spikes, 
Magnum  tectigal  parsimonia,  Ac'  These  devices  were  united  by  a  series  of  ornamental 
borders,  and  must  hove  presented  altogether  an  exceedingly  lively  and  striking  oppearanco 
when  the  colours  were  fresh,  and  the  other  decorations  of  the  chamber  in  consistent 
hormony  therewith.* 

Another  interesting  feature  in  the  decoration  of  the  ceilings  of  this  once  magnificent 
mansion,  was  the  blazonry  which  distinguished  the  chief  ornaments  remaining  in  some  of  the 
rooms.  These  consisted  of  the  armorial  bearings  of  tiic  Duke  of  Cliatcllicrault,  with  his 
initials,  I.  H. ;  those  of  France,  with  the  initials  H.  11, ;  and,  lastly,  those  of  Guise, 
impaled  with  the  Scottish  Lion,  and  having  the  Queen  Itegent's  intitials,  M.  R.'  The  first 
of  these  occupied  the  centre  of  a  large  entablature  in  the  ceiling  of  the  outer  vestibule  of 
the  apartment,  where  the  elegant  Gothic  niche  stood,  to  which  wc  have  given  the  name  of 
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'  It  it  much  to  be  regretted  that  no  nttempt  was  raado  to  preserve  those  interesting  specimens  uf  early  decorations, 
which  could  bare  been  so  easily  dune,  as  they  were  all  painted  on  wood.  The  restoruti»n  in  one  of  the  apartments  of 
the  New  College  would  have  formed  a  pleasing  niemnrial  of  the  building  that  it  superseded.  The  only  fragments  that 
we  know  of  are  now  in  the  collection  of  C.  K.  Sbnrpe,  Kd(|. 

*  A  few  items  from  "  A  Collection  of  Inventories,  ic,"  1815,  may  affonl  some  idea  of  the  probable  furnishing  of  the 
walls.  "The  Queue  Regentis  movables,  A.D.  ISiil.  Item,  ane  tapuntrie  maid  of  worsett  mixt  with  thri'id  of  gold  of 
the  historie  of  the  judgment  of  Salamon,  the  deid  barno  and  the  twa  wifHs.  Item,  ane  tapestrie  of  the  historie  of  the 
Creatioun,  conteoing  nyue  peces ;  ane  of  the  King  Roboani.  cuntening  foure  peces  ;  ane  other  of  little  Salamon,"  Ac, 
p.  126.  "  Of  Rownd  Oioibbis  and  Paintrie.  Item,  twa  gliiibbis,  the  ane  of  the  heavin,  the  uther  of  the  earth.  Sex 
cartis  of  sundrie  cuntreis.  Twa  paintit  brcddis,  the  ane  of  the  muses,  and  the  uther  of  crutescqua  or  conceptis.  Auobt 
paintit  broddis  of  the  Doctouria  of  Almaine,"  &c. — Ibid,  p.  130. 

*  All  now  in  the  possession  of  C.  K.  Sharpe,  Esq. 
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ft  piacina  i  and  thoRo  of  Franco  were  in  tlio  same  position  in  the  floor  above.^  In  their 
original  position  these  devices  were  so  obscured  with  dirt  and  whitewash  as  to  appear 
merely  rnde  plaster  ornaments  ;  but  on  their  removal  they  proved  to  be  very  fine  and  care- 
fully-finished carvings  in  oak,  and  retaining  marks  of  the  colours  with  which  they  had 
been  blazoned.  These  heraldic  bcnriiigs  are  not  only  interesting,  as  confirming  the  early 
tradition  first  mentioned  by  Maitlnnd, — a  careful  and  conscientious  antiquary,— of  its 
having  been  the  residence  of  Mary  of  Ouise,  but  they  afford  a  very  satisfactory  clue  to  the 
period  of  her  abode  there.  James  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Arran,  was  created  Duke  of  Chatel- 
herault  in  the  year  1548,  but  not  fully  confirmed  in  the  title  till  1561,  when  it  was 
conceded  to  him  as  pnrt  of  his  reward  for  resigning  the  Regency  to  the  Queen  Dowager ; 
and  that  same  year  she  returned  from  France  to  assume  the  government.  The  death  of 
Henry  II.  of  France  occurred  in  1650,  just  about  the  period  when  the  complete  rupture 
took  place  between  the  Ilegent  and  the  Lords  of  the  Congregation,  after  which  time  her 
chief  place  of  residence  was  in  Leith,  until  her  last  illness,  when  she  took  up  her  abode 
in  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  where  she  died.  The  interval  between  these  dates  entirely 
coincides  with  that  perio<l  of  her  history  when  she  might  be  supposed  to  have  chosen  such  a 
residence  within  the  city  walls,  and  near  the  Castle,  while  the  burning  of  the  Capital  and 
Palace  by  the  English  army  in  1544  was  of  so  recent  occurrence,  and  the  bnildingg  of  the 
latter  were  probably  only  partially  restored.^ 

In  accordance  with  the  traditions  of  the  locality,  we  have  described  the  property  in  Todd'a 
Close  as  forming  a  part  of  the  Guise  Palace,  entered  from  Blyth's  Close,  and  with  which 
there  existed  an  internal  communication.  It  appears,  however,  from  the  title-deeds  of  the 
property,  that  this  portion  of  the  range  of  ancient  buildings  had  formed,  either  in  the 

■  Chambers  mentiuni  (Troilitions,  vol,  i.  p.  80)  having  aeen,  in  the  pogaeaaiun  of  an  antiquarian  friend,  the  City  Armi, 
which  hod  been  removed  from  a  aiinilar  aitiiation  in  the  third  floor.  We  have  reaoon  to  believe,  however,  that  he  woi 
miitaken  in  thia,  and  that  the  anns  he  saw  were  removed  from  an  old  house  on  the  south  aide  of  the  Canongate. 

*  No  allusion  occurs  in  any  of  the  historians  of  the  period  in  confirmation  of  the  tradition.  "  The  Queen  Dowager," 
■ays  Caldorwoml,  A.D,  1554,  "came  from  the  Parliament  Hour,  to  the  Palace  of  Hatyrudhous,  with  the  honnoura  borne 
before  her  "  [vol.  i.  p.  'J83],  on  which  Knox  remarks,  that,  *'  It  was  als  seemolie  a  sight  to  see  the  crowne  putt  upon  her 
head,  as  to  see  a  saddle  putt  upon  the  bocke  of  an  unrulle  kow !  "  Thia,  however,  and  similar  allusions  to  her  going  to 
the  Palace  on  occasions  of  state,  cannot  bo  considured  as  nucesaarily  inconsistent  with  the  occupation  of  a  private 
mansion.  The  titlodoods  of  the  property  which  wo  have  examine<l  throw  no  light  on  this  interesting  question.  They 
are  all  comparatively  recent,  the  earliuat  of  them  bearing  the  date  of  1622. 

Some  curious  information  about  the  household  of  Mary  of  Ouise  is  furnished  in  the  selection  from  the  register  of 
the  Privy  Seal  of  Scotland,  appended  to  Pitcalrn's  Criminal  Trials,  e.g.  \&'iS.  "  Item,  for  iiij  elnis  grene  veluet,  to  be 
ye  covering  of  ane  sadill  to  tlio  fule."  Again,  "  for  vij  elnis,  ^  elne  greue  birge  satyne,  to  be  the  Quenis  fule,  ane 
goune  .  .  .  zallow  birgo  satyne,  tu  be  hir  nuo  kirtill  .  .  .  blaid  black  gray,  to  lyne  ye  kirtiU,"  &c.,  and  at  her  coro- 
nation in  1540,  "  Item,  deliuerit  to  ye  Fruiiclie  tel/,our,  to  be  ane  coto  to  Serrat,  the  Quenis  fule,"  &c.  Orcen  and 
yellow  seems  to  have  been  tho  Court  Fool's  livery.  This  is  one  of  the  very  few  instances  on  record  of  a  Female 
Buffoon  or  Fool,  for  the  auiusument  of  the  Court.  The  Queen's  establishment  also  incluiled  a  male  and  female  dwarf, 
whose  dresses  Hgure  in  these  accounts,  alongside  of  such  items,  as — "  For  vj  elnis  of  Parise  blak,  to  be  Maister  Oeorge 
Balquhannane  ane  goune,  at  the  (jitonis  Grace  etitre  in  Rdinburghe."  *'  To  Janet  Douglas,  spous  of  David 
Lindesay,  of  the  Montho  xl.  11."  "  To  tho  pow  penny,  deliuerit  to  David  Lindesay,  Lyoune  herald,  on  the  Quenis 
[Magdalen]  Saull'Mes  and  Dirige,"  &c.  The  following  items  from  the  Treasurer's  accounts  show  the  existence  of 
similar  servitors  in  Queen  Mary's  honsehoUl  : — "  1502,  Paid  for  ane  cote,  hois,  lynyng  and  making,  to  Jonat  Musche, 
fule,  £i,  5s.  Gd.  1565,  For  greno  plailing  to  mak  ane  bed  to  Janlinar,  the  fule,  with  white  fustiane,  fedders,  &c.  Ane 
abulzoment  to  Jaqueleno  gouernance  do  la  Jonliner.  1560,  Ane  garment  of  reid  and  yellow  to  be  ane  gowne,  hois,  and 
cote,  to  Jane  Colquhoun,  fule.  1507,  Ane  abidzement  of  braid  inglis  yellow,  to  be  cote  and  breikis, — also  sarkis, — to 
James  Oeddie,  fule."  Subsequent  entries  show  that  Queen  Mary  hod  a  Female  Fule,  called  "  Nicolau,  the  Queen's 
Grace  fule,"  who  would  appear,  from  the  following  item,  to  have  been  retained  in  the  service  of  the  Regent  after  the 
Queen's  Bight  to  England : — "  1570,  Tlie  first  day  of  August,  be  the  Regent's  g.  specials  command,  to  Nichola  the  fule, 
to  mak  hir  expensis  and  fraucht  to  France,  £15." 
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Regent's  time,  or  nimoit  immediately  nftcrwardH,  n  distinot  mansion,  occupied  by  Edward 
Hope,  «on  of  John  de  Hope, — tlie  nnccRtor  of  t)ic  celebrated  Sir  Tliorang  Hope,  and  of 
the  EarlB  of  Hopctoun, — wlio  came  from  Fronce  in  1A37,  in  tlie  retinue  of  Magdalen,  Queen 
of  James  V.  The  earliest  title-deeds  are  wanting,  which  would  fix  the  date  of  its  acquire- 
ment by  Edward  Hope,  and  determine  the  question  as  to  whether  he  succeeded  the  Queen 
in  its  occupancy,  or  was  its  tirst  possessor. 

Edward  Hojw  was  one  of  the  most  considerable  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary,  and  the  old  mansion,  sucli  as  wo  have  described  it,  retained  abundant 
evidence  of  the  adornments  of  a  wealthy  citizen's  dwelling.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
great  promoter  of  the  Reformation,  and  was  accordingly  chosen,  in  ISOO,  as  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Metropolis  to  the  first  Qcneral  Assembly ; '  and  again  we  find  him, 
in  the  following  year,  incurring  Queen  Mary's  indignation,  as  one  of  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  most  zealous  in  enforcing  "  the  statuts  of  the  toun  "  against  any  "  masse- 
moonger,  or  obstinat  papist,  that  corrupted  the  people,  suche  as  preests,  friers,  and  others 
of  that  sort,  that  sould  be  found  within  the  toun."  The  Queen  caused  the  provost,  Archi- 
bald Douglas  of  Kilspindie,  along  with  Edward  Hope  and  Adem  FuUerton,  "  to  be  charged 
to  waird  in  the  Castell,  and  commanded  a  new  electioun  to  be  made  of  proveist  and 
btilliffes  ;  "  but  after  a  time  her  wrath  was  appeased,  and  civic  matters  left  to  take  their 
wonted  course.'  Within  this  house,  in  all  probability,  the  Earls  of  Murray,  Morton,  and 
Glencairn,  John  Knox,  Erskinu  of  Dun,  with  Lords  Boyd,  Lindsay,  and  all  the  leading  men 
of  the  reforming  party,  have  often  assembled  and  matured  plans  whose  final  accomplish- 
ment led  to  results  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  nation.  Tlie  circumstances  of  that 
period  may  also  suggest  the  probable  uae  of  the  secret  chomber  we  have  described,  which 
was  discovered  at  the  demolition  of  the  building. 

The  close  continues  to  bear  the  name  of  Edward  Ho])e's  through  all  the  title-deeds 
down  to  a  very  recent  period ;  and  in  I0'i2  it  appears  by  these  documents  to  have  been 
in  the  possession  of  Henry  Hope,  grandson  of  the  above,  and  younger  brother  of  Sir 
Thomas,  from  whom,  also,  there  is  a  disposition  of  a  Inter  date,  entitled,  "  by  Sir  Thomas 
Hope  of  Craighnll,  Knight  Baronet,  his  Majesty's  Advocate,"  resigning  all  right  or  claim 
to  the  property,  in  favour  of  his  niece.  Christian  Hope,  Tliis  appears  to  have  been  a 
daughter  of  his  brotlier  Henry,  wlio  was  little  less  celebrated  in  liis  own  time  than  the 
eminent  lawyer,  as  the  progenitor  of  the  Hopes  of  Amsterdam,  "the  merchant-princes"  of 
their  day,  surpassing  in  wealth  and  commercial  enterprise  any  private  mercantile  company 
ever  known.  From  Henry  Hope  it  passed  by  marriage  and  succession  through  several 
hands,  until  in  1001  it  lapsed  into  the  possession  of  James,  Viscount  Stair,  in  lieu  of  a 
bond  for  the  sum  of  "  three  thousand  guilders,  according  to  the  just  value  of  Dutch 
money,"  probably  some  transaction  witli  tlie  great  house  at  Amsterdam.  The  property 
was  transferred  by  him  to  his  son.  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  who  in  1702  sold  it  to 
John  Wightman  of  Mauldsie,  afterwards  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,'  and  the  founder 


•  CalderwooU'i  Hi«t.,  Wod.  Soc,  vul.  ii.  p.  44.  •  Ibid,  vul.  ii.  p.  155.     Ante,  p.  70. 

*  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  correct  an  error  uf  Maitland.  He  remarku  (HisL  of  Kdinburgh,  p.  227)  that 
"  the  title  of  I/ird,  annexed  to  the  ProTust,  being  by  prescription,  ami  not  by  grant,  every  Provost  in  the  kingdom  has 
M  great  a  right  to  thnt  epithet  ae  tiie  Frovoat  of  Kdinburgh  hath."  It  appears,  however,  from  Fountainhall's  Deoisiona 
(Folio,  vol.  i.  p.  400),  that  "  The  town,  in  a  competition  l)etwixt  them  and  the  College  of  ,Tuatice,  got  a  letter  from  the 
King  [Charles  II.]  in  1607,  by  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  then  their  Provost  procurement,  -ioUrminiug  their  Provost  should 
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of  tlio  (chool  recently  rebuilt  in  Itaniiay  Lane,  that  itill  bean  hit  name.  Since  then  it 
shared  the  fate  of  moat  of  the  patrician  dwelling!  of  the  Old  Town ;  its  largeit  apartment! 
were  subdivided  by  flimsy  partition!  into  nunieroui  little  roonia,  and  the  old  maniion 
AirniMhed  latterly  a  squalid  and  straitened  abode  for  a  host  of  families  of  the  very  humblest 
ranks  of  life. 

The  external  appearance  of  this  interesting  range  of  buildings  is  more  easily  described 
with  the  pencil  than  the  pen.  The  accompanying  engraving  exhibits  the  front  to  the 
Castle  Hill,  and  also  shows  a  curious  feature  that  attracted  considerable  notice,  at  the 
entrance  to  Todd's  Close,  where,  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  overhanging  timber 
fronts,  the  whole  weight  of  the  buildings  on  each  side  seemed  to  be  borne  by  a  single 
slender  stone  pillar,  of  neat  proportions,  though  exhibiting  abundant  evidence  of  age  and 
long  exposure  to  violence. 

Tlie  buildings  already  described  in  Blyth's  Close  stood  upon  the  west  side,  where  a 
portion  of  them  still  remains.  They  retained,  in  the  relics  of  their  ancient  decorations, 
evidence  which  appears  to  confirm  the  tradition  of  their  having  at  one  period  been  the 
residence  of  the  Queen  Regent,  Mary  of  Guise ;  but  it  is  to  that  on  the  east  side  alone  that 
anything  of  an  ecclesiastical  character  can,  with  propriety,  be  assigned. 

About  halfway  down  the  close,  and  directly  opposite  the  main  entrance  on  the  west  side, 
a  projecting  turnpike-stair  gave  access  to  a  veritibule  on  the  first  floor,  which  formed  only  a 
small  portion  of  what  had  originally  been  a  largo  and  magnificent  apartment.  This  we 
conceive  to  have  been  what  Maitland  describes  as  "  the  chapel  or  private  oratory  of  Mary  of 
Lorraine."*  Immediately  on  entering  from  the  stair,  u  large  doorway  api>eared  on  the 
left  hand,  which  had  apparently  given  access  to  a  gallery  leading  across  to  the  Palace  on 
the  op|)OHite  side  of  the  close.  Beyond  this  there  was  a  niche  placed,  as  usual,  at  the  side 
of  a  large  and  liandsome  fireplace,  with  clustered  Gothic  pillars,  of  the  same  form  as  those 
already  described  in  other  parts  of  the  building.  The  mouldings  of  this  niche  corresponded 
in  character  with  those  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  close,  but  the  sculptured  top  had  been 
removed.  In  the  east  wall,  however,  and  almost  directly  opposite  the  fireplace,  there  was 
a  large  and  highly  ornamental  niche,"  of  which  we  furnish  a  view.  In  the  centre  there 
was  the  figure  of  un  angel  holding  a  shield,  and  the  whole  character  of  the  tracery  and  other 
ornaments  was  in  the  richest  style  uf  decorated  Gothic*  It,  in  all  probability,  served  as  a 
credence  table,  or  other  appendage  to  the  altar  of  the  chapel. 

This  apartment  was  occupied  as  a  schoolroom,  about  the  middle  of  last  century,  by  a 
teacher  of  note,  named  Mr  John  Johnstone.  "  When  he  first  resided  in  it,  there  was  a 
curious  urn  in  the  niche,  and  a  small  square  stone  behind  the  same,  of  so  singular  an 
appearance,  that,  to  satisfy  his  curiosity,  he  forced  it  from  the  wall,  when  he  found  in  the 
recess  an  iron  casket,  about  seven  inches  long,  four  broad,  and  three  deep,  having  a  lid  like 
that  of  a  caracan-trunk,  and  secured  by  two  clasps  falling  over  the  key-holes,  and  coni- 

liave  the  nm»  place  and  precedency  within  the  town  preclncta  that  woi  due  to  the  Mnyon  of  London  or  Dublin,  and 
that  no  other  I'rovoit  iihould  he  called  Lord  I'rovoat  but  he  ; " — a  privilege  that  aeenu  to  have  been  loat  eight  of  by  the 
oivio  dignitariei  of  the  good  town, 

*  Maitland,  p.  20(1,  >  Now  in  the  collection  of  C.  K,  Sharpe,  Kaq. 

*  Thii  and  variuui  other  exainplea  serve  to  ahow  that  the  priuciplea  of  pure  Qothlo  architecture  were  followed  to  a 
much  Uter  date  in  Scotland  than  in  Euglaod.  The  foundation  atone  of  Caiua  College,  Cambridge,  fur  example,  a  good 
apeoimen  of  the  hybrid  atyle  uf  debaaed  Gothic,  was  laid  in  1SG5, 
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municating  witit  somo  ctiriuun  and  intricate  niaciiincrjr  within.'"      Tiiii  interoiting  rolio 
was  obtained  fVum  a  relative  uf  tlio  discoverer  by  Uobcrt  Clmnil)crN,  Eiiq.,  the  autlior  of  the 

"  TraditionH  of  Eilinburgli,"  by  whom  it  waM 
prcMcnted  to  Sir  Walter  Bcutt.  It  was  empty 
ot  the  time  of  itN  discovery,  but  is  suppused  to 
have  been  used  for  holding  the  smaller  and 
more  valuable  fUrnitihings  of  the  altar.  It  is 
now  ill  the  collection  at  Abbotaford,  ond 
has  all  the  appearance  of  great  antiquity. 
Portions  of  another  curious  relic,  found  near 
the  same  spot,  and  presented  by  the  lato 
E.  A.  Druiumond  Hay,  Esq.,  to  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  are  thus  described  in  the 
list  of  donations  fur  1820:— "An  infantine 
head  and  hand,  in  wax,  being  all  that 
remained  of  a  little  figure  of  the  child  Jesus, 
discovered  in  May  18'.!8,  in  a  niche  care- 
fully walled  up  in  the  chapel  of  the  house 
formerly  occupied  by  Mary  of  Lorraine,  in 
BIyth's  Close,  Castle  Hill." « 
Considerable  fragments  of  very  fine  carving 
in  oak  remained  in  the  chapel  till  within  these  few  years.  One  specimen  in  particular, 
now  in  the  possession  of  C.  K.  Sliarpe,  Esq.,  presents  a  richly  carved  and  exceedingly 
beautiful  design  of  grapes  and  vine  leaves,  surmounted  by  finials ;  and  other  portions  of 
the  some  decorations  have  recently  been  adopted  by  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  as  models 
for  the  carved  work  introduced  by  him  in  the  interior  fittings  of  Dunrobin  Castle.  The 
windows  of  the  chapel  were  very  tall  and  narrow,  and  singularly  irregular  in  their 
height ;  their  jams  were  splayed  externally  on  the  one  side,  as  is  not  uncommon  in  the 
narrow  closes  of  the  Old  Town,  to  catch  every  ray  of  light,  and  exhibited  the  remains 
of  stone  muUions  with  which  they  had  been  originally  divided. 

In  the  east  wall  of  this  building,  which  still  stands,  there  is  a  curious  staircase  built  in 
the  thickiiuss  of  the  wall,  which  afibrded  access  from  the  chapel  to  an  apartment  below, 
where  there  was  a  draw-well  of  fine  clear  water,  with  a  raised  parapet  of  stone  surrounding 
it.  Immediately  to  the  north  of  this,  on  the  same  floor,  another  room  existed  with  inter- 
esting rewuiiis  of  former  grandeur ;  the  fireplace  was  in  the  same  rich  style  of  Gothic  design 
already  described,  and  at  the  left  side  there  was  a  handsome  Gothic  niche,  with  a  plain  one 
immediately  adjoining  it.  The  entrance  to  this  portion  of  the  Pulaco  was  Icjkcd  and 
cemented  with  the  rust  uf  years ;  the  dour  leading  to  the  inner  staircase  was  also  built  up, 
and  it  had  remained  in  this  deserted  and  desulute  state  during  the  memory  of  the  oldest  of 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants;  excepting  that  "  ane  sturdy  beggar"  lived  for  some  time, 
rent  free,  in  one  of  the  smaller  rooms,  his  only  mode  of  ingress  or  egress  to  which  was  by 

■  Tnulitiona,  vul  i.  p.  85. 

*  The  geuuiueneu  uf  thia  relic  luu  l>een  oalled  in  queation,  from  its  reaemblaiice  tu  tbe  fmgmenta  of  a  krge  doll,  but 
thoae  who  have  viaited  the  Cuotineut  will  readil;  ackuowleUge  tbe  gruuudleaanesa  uf  aucb  an  ubjcctiuu. 


KING'S  STAHLES,  CASTLli  UARNS,  AND  CASTLE  HILL. 


■S5 


the  dilapidated  window.     The  latno  difflcultioi  hod  to  bo  Rurmounted  in  obtaining  the 
•ketch,  from  which  the  accompanying  vignette  is  given. 

In    the     highont    floor, 
various  indications    of  the  -  ^'(T  1^    f'  '\i    '*'i|jl^'^' 

same  elaborate  stylo  of  de- 
coration were  visible  ns  wo 
have  dciorilwd  in  tlic  ceil- 
ings of  the  Palace.  A  curi- 
ous fragment  of  painting, 
filling  an  arch  on  one  uf  the 
walls,  was  divided  into  two 
compartments  by  very  ele- 
gant ornamental  borders. 
The  picture  on  the  left 
repreHcnted  a  young  man 
kneeling  before  an  altar,  on 
which  stood  an  open  vessel  amid  flames,  while,  from  a  dark  cloud  overhead,  a  hand  issued, 
holding  a  ladle,  and  just  obout  to  dip  it  into  the  vessel.  A  castellated  mansion,  with 
turrets  and  gables  in  the  stylo  of  the  sixteenth  century,  appeared  in  the  distance ;  and  at 
the  top  there  was  inscribed  on  n  scroll  the  words  Demum  purgtJiittr.  In  the  other  com- 
partment, a  man  of  aged  and  venerable  aspect  was  seen,  who  held  in  his  hands  a  heart, 
which  he  appeared  to  bo  oflcring  to  a  figure  like  a  bird,  with  huge  black  wings.  Above 
this  wcro  the  words  .  .  ImpoMibile  rst.  The  whole  apartment  had  been  decorated  in 
the  same  style,  but  only  very  slight  remains  of  this  were  traceable  on  the  walls.  On  the 
removal  of  the  lath  and  plaster  from  the  ceilings  of  the  lower  roomx,  the  beams, — which 
were  of  solid  oak, — and  the  under  sides  of  the  flooring  above,  were  all  covered  with  orna- 
mental devices,  those  on  the  main  beams  being  painted  on  three  sides,  and  divided  at 
short  distances  by  fillets  or  bands  of  various  patterns  running  round  them.' 

The  somewhat  minute  description  which  we  have  given  of  these  ancient  buildings  will, 
we  think,  amply  bear  us  out  in  characterising  them  as  among  the  most  interesting  that  old 
Edinburgh  possessed.  Hero  wc  have  good  reason  for  believing  the  widow  of  James  V. 
took  up  her  residence  during  the  first  yeors  of  her  regency ; — here,  in  all  probability, 
the  leading  churchmen  and  Scottish  nobles  who  adhered  to  her  porty  have  met  in  grave 
deliberation,  to  .esist  the  earlier  movements  that  led  to  the  Uoforniatioii ; — in  this  mean 
and  obscure  alley  the  ambassadors  ond  statesmen  of  England  and  Froiice,  and  the 
messengers  of  the  Scottish  Queen,  have  assembled,  and  have  been  received  with  fitting 
dignity  in  its  once  splendid  hulls;  while  within  the  long  desecrated  fane  royal  and  noble 
worshippers  have  knelt  around  its  altar,  gorgeous  with  the  imposing  ceremonials  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  It  is  a  dream  of  times  long  gone  by,  of  which  we  would  gladly  have 
retained  some  such  rumenibraiice  as  the  dilapidated  mansion  afforded ;  but  time  and  modern 
changes  have  swept  over  its  old  walls  with  ruthless  hand,  and  this  feeble  description  of  its 
decrepitude  is  probably  the  best  memorial  of  it  that  survives. 

There  still  remains  to  be  described  the  fine  old  stone  land  at  the  head  of  Ulyth's  Close, 

■  The  Vignette  at  the  end  of  the  Chapter  !•  from  one  of  the  oek  be«n»  belonging  to  the  late  Mr  Hugh  Paton. 
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which  appcitm  |irnminently  in  oiir  viow  of  tho  (.'Hutlo  Hill,  with  the  in«criptinn  LAVH 
DEO,  and  the  date  lAOl,  ciirinniily  wroiiKht  in  antiqiio  irnn  letterii  on  iU  f^ont.  Tho  moit 
ancient  portionii  of  tho  interior  that  remain  nconi  quite  ait  early  in  character  a*  thone  we 
have  liocn  ciciicrihinff  i  and  indcod  the  hack  part  of  it,  oxtcndinf;  into  the  clone,  ha*  appa- 
rently been  bnilt  along  with  the  ninnNion  of  the  Queen  Ilegent.  The  earliett  title*  of  thia 
huildiiig  now  exiHting  are  two  contractu  of  alienation,  Iwaring  date  1 AOO,  hy  which  tho  upper 
an<l  under  portionN  of  the  land  are  *eTcrally  dinpoiied  of  to  itolH>rt  M'Naught  and  Jnme* 
Rynd,  merchant  burgonieK.  Tho  building,  in  all  prolmhility,  at  that  period  wan  a  timber- 
fronted  land,  similar  to  thoiie  ai^oining  it,  which  were  tnkcu  down  in  1815.  Immediately 
thereafter,  a«  appear*  from  the  date  of  the  building,  the  hand*onie  polinhcd  a*hlar  front, 
which  *till  remain*,  had  l>een  erected  at  their  joint  expcn*c.  In  conflrmatiou  of  thi*  there 
i*  icniptured,  under  tho  lowe*t  crow-*tep  at  tho  wo*t  *iilu  of  the  building,  a  *liield  hearing 
an  open  hand,  in  token  of  amity,  a*  we  pre*ump,  with  tho  initial*  uf  Imth  proprietor*.' 

In  an  apartment  on  the  wecond  floor  of  this  hou*o,  an  arched  ceiling  wa*  accidentally 
diacovered  Rome  year*  since,  decorated  with  a  Horic*  of  «acred  painting*  on  wood,  of  a  very 
curiou*  and  intere*ting  character.     A  large  circular  compartment  in  the  centre  containa 
the  figure  of  our  Saviour,  with  a  railianco  round  Hi*  head,  and  Hix  left  hand  rotting  on 
a  royal  orb.     Within  the  encircling  bonier  are  those  word*,  in  gilded  Roman  letter*,  on 
a  rich  blue  ground,  Kijo  mm  via,  peritru,  rt  rifn,  14  Johne,    Tho  painting*  in  tho  larger 
compartment*  roprc*ent  Jacob'*   Dream,   Chriat  aalocp  in  tho  atorm,   the   Uaptism  of 
Christ,  and  the  Viaion  of  Death  from  the  Apocalypse,  surmounted  by  the  symbol*  of  the 
Evangeliata.     Tho  diatant  landscape  of  the  Lake  of  Qalilco  in  tho  aecond  picture  present* 
an  amusing,  though  by  no  mean*  unusual  liberty,  tjiken  by  tho  artist  with  his  subject. 
It  consists  of  a  view  of  Edinburgh  from  the  north,  terminating  with  Halisbury  Crags  on 
the  left  and  the  old  Castle  on  the  rightl    This  pictorial  license  afford*  a  cluo  a*  to  the 
probable  period  of  the  work,  which,  ns  far  ns  it  can  Iw  trusted,  indicate*  a  later  period  than 
tho  Ilegency  of  Mary  of  Guise.     Tho  steeples  of  the  Nether  Bow  Port  and  the  old  Weigh- 
houso  arc  introduced — the  first  of  which  was   erected  in  the  year  IflOfl,  nnd  tho  latter 
taken  down  in  1000.     Tho  fifth  picture,  and  the  most  curious  of  all,  exhibits  an  allegori- 
cal representation,  as  wo  conceive,  of  tho  Christian  life.     A  ship,  of  antique  form,  is  seen 
in  full  aail,  nnd  bearing  on  its  pennon  nnd  atom  tho  common  symbol,  IH8.     A  crowned 
figure  stands  on  the  deck,  looking  towards  a  burning  city  in  tho  distance,  nnd  above  him 
tho  word  ViE.     On  the  mainsail  ia  inscribed  Caritn*,  nnd  over  the  stern,  which  is  in  the 
fashion  of  nn  ancient  gnllcy,  [.S'a]/ji't'«Wn.     Death  appears  n«  a  skeleton,  riding  on  a  dark 
horse,  amid  tho  waves  immedintely  in  front  of  the  vessel,  armed  witli  a  bow  nnd  arrow, 
which  he  ia  pointing  nt  the  figure  in  the  ship,  while  a  figure,  similarly  armed,  and  mounted 
on  a  huge  dragon,  follows  in  ita  wake,  entitled  Persecutio,  and  nl)ovo  it  n  winged  demon, 
over  whom  ia  the  word  Dinbolus.     In  the  midst  of  those  perils  there  is  seen  in  the  aky  n 
nidiance  surrounding  tho  Hebrew  word  m!T,  and  from  this  symbol  of  the  Deity  n  hand 
issues,  taking  hold  of  a  line  nttached  to  the  atern  of  the  vessel.   The  whole  series  is  executed 
with  great  <"pirit,  though  now  much  injured  by  damp  nnd  decny.   The  broad  borders  between 
them  are  nchly  decorated  with  every  variety  of  flowers,  fruit,  harpies,  birds,  and  fancy 

■  This  \»  one  undoubted  example  of  the  d.tte  on  i\  building  <>eing  put  nn  at  a  cnnaiderably  Inter  period  than  it*  area- 
tlon,  *n  ooourrenee  which  we  have  found  reaann  to  auapeot  in  varioua  other  inatancea. 
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tUvU***,  Anil  iliviilit  iIm  i'«illnK  iiiln  »rr*K"l*'  ■•|>iMr«  •n<l  r<iiin<l  riim|NirtmaitU,  with  r«tMil 
•n<t  K*)'!"'!  •'*'■  n'  ll  '  iiirrrai'i'ltotia,  Tlin  Itftli  pAtnlinK  ftf  whirh  w«  Itavn  *ni|««vi)nr*il 
III  i'nnvi*jr  •oriin  <<li"it  >  llm  rriidvr  |MM««*«t'«  iirriiliMr  irilarnat,  •«  «  «|i«i'lnwn  nf  iiarly 
Mt-(>lli«h  Ml.  Il  ''hM/'Kiiv*,  IhntiK^  iinilur  ililTfrnnl  f'iniia,  Ihn  IcwIinK  fwalnr**  nf  lh«  lm< 
nmrtal  iilli*Knry  <  <>ii<ttriii'(i<i|  hy  •Inltii  lliinyiin  tt\f  \\\v  inalrui-tiori  ofii  Urt>r  mki*.  TtiK  ('hri*< 
linn  ii|>|ii'iirii  llnr^iiiit;  rmni  iIik  City  of  |>p*triit'ti<>ri,  fiiviriin»<i  *lill  liy  ih«  |M>riU  of  lit*  w»y, 
yti  gniiliol,  IhriMitch  aII  IIia  rimliKiiiiiit  i>|i|HMitioii  of  i>i«  (Miwrr*  uf  lUrlinoM,  \\j  th«  uncrriiiK 
hanii  of  Hti  nvi'f-nilitiK  rroviil>-ni't<.  Thfai*  |NilntinK«  wi<i'i  rorii'viiUil,  m  in  aimilMr  pxiiiii|iI»* 
lirrvionaly  ilum  riWil,  liy  n  iiUHlrrn  Hut  I'Kilmy,  tint  Kri>i»ti*r  itortioii  nf  which  itill  rpmiiin«, 
rDiiiUritiir  it  ililKcull  to  ohuin  »  tioiir  vi«w  of  th«in.  Mr  ('hiirif*  Kirk|Milrirk  Hhtrp*  hM, 
in  hi*  irittTi'Mtinif  rolliTtion,  nnothcr  ciirioiiii  rvlii'  of  ihct  (litt'orntion*  of  thii  MiHirtnicnt, 
ronaii)tin|{  of  n  Kroiip  of  niiuii  i»ii«,  which  niny  poaaihly  hnvit  \t*ttn  nni*  of  th«  "  (Niintit  hriMl- 
dU"  nientiiifird  nnioni;  "  thn  ljiit>n<<  l((<K>'iiti«  l'iiintri<<."  Onn  of  that  Iwnil  i«  pUyinit  on 
«  liilc,  Knot  her  on  »  horn,  Ac,,  nni!  nil  with  Ihrir  inu«ic-ilHM)k«  hrforv  lhi<in.  Thin  iminliiif 
WM  ri<»iMicil  by  it*  |iri<*rnt  |H)<*c**or,  Ju*t  n*  lh<<  ri'c<>*«  or  cn|ilHNiril,  of  whinh  it  forniiol  th« 
Imi'k,  wit*  nlMiiit  to  txt  ronv'<<rtt><l  into  n  conl-citlUr.  KrM((tn<'nt«  of*  lnrKi'r,  htit  much  rn<lt«r, 
ropy  of  the  iinnia  th'KiKti  wcr«  i|iN('ovi<ri>i|  on  the  ih'riiolitinn  of  thi*  fln«  oht  nmnaion  of  Hir 
Williitni  Ni*lit't  of  Iht*  |)<>iin,  in  |N|5,  which  horu  ithovit  il*  nmin  i<iitr«ncfl  thn  lUtA  |iU4. 
Mont  of  the  other  portion*  of  thi*  interior  hitva  \\etn  rencweii  nt  »  lat«r  |iflrio«l,  and  eihibit 
tlie  pnnellinK  i\n<l  decuriition*  in  common  iixe  ihirinjf  tlie  liut  rentnry. 

Thi*  hiiililiiiK  np|H>nr*,  from  the  vnrinii*  titli>«,  to  hnve  heen  the  rc*iih'nen  of  •  inee«**inn 
of  wenllhy  hurKe««e*,  n*  loiinl  with  thu  '*  foro  Ipiienirnt*  of  Unil," — th«  eh)«p*  IwinK  th»n, 
•ml  ilowii  to  II  conipnrntivcly  recent  (Utc,  Klmoat  excliiiivply  i<a'npii*il  hy  nohlcnien  nml 
(iignitnriu*  of  rnnk  uml  weitlth. 
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[ANY  citizens  still  living  can  remember 
when  the  wide  thoroughfare  immedintely 
hclow  the  Castle  Hill  used  to  be  covered  with 
the  stalls  and  booths  of  the  "  lawn  merchants," 
with  their  webs  and  cloths  of  every  description, 
giving  that  central  locality  oil  the  appearance 
of  a  fair.  This  also,  however,  with  other  old 
customs,  has  ]>asscd  away,  nnd  the  name  only 
remains  to  preserve  the  memory  of  former 
usages,  although  such  was  the  importance  of 
this  locality  in  former  times,  that  its  occupants 
had  a  club  of  their  own,  styled  "  The  I^awn- 
markct  Club,"  which  was  celebrated  in  its 
day  for  the  earliest  possession  of  all  important 
news. 

The  old  market-place  was  bounded  on  the 
west  by  the  Weigh-house,  or  "  butter  trone," 
as  it  is  styled  in  some  of  the  title-deeds  of  the 
neighbouring  buildings,  and  on  the  east  by  the 
ancient  Tolbooth,  and  formed  in  early  times 
the  only  open  space  of  any  great  extent,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  Grassmarkct,  that 
existed  within  the  town  walls. 

The  Weigh-house,  of  which  we  furnish  an 
engraving,  was  a  clumsy  and  inelegant  building, 
already  alluded  to,'  occupying  the  centre  of  the  street  ot  the  head  of  the  West  Bow.  It 
was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1060  on  the  site  of  a  previous  erection,  which  is  shown  in  Gordon's 
map  of  1040,  adorned  with  a  steeple  at  the  east  end,  and  appears,  from  contemporaneous 
accounts,  to  have  been  otherwise  of  an  ornamental  character.    Tlie  only  decorations  on 

'  Vide  pp.  90-7. 
ViuMETTl. — Oladitone'a  Land. 
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the  latter  building,  oonsiated  of  a  rudely  executed  ogee  pudiniciit,  containing  the  city 
armrt,  and  surmounted  by  three  tron  weighta.  On  Qucon  Miiry'ti  uutry  to  Edinburgh  in 
1501,  this  wuB  the  8cono  of  some  of  the  most  ingouiouD  dii«iiliiyi<  of  civic  loyalty.  Her 
Miyciity  dined  in  the  Castle,  and  a  triuuiphal  arch  was  erected  at  the  Wcigh-house,  or 
"butter  tronc,"  where  the  keys  of  the  city  were  presented  to  her  by  "une  bony  barne, 
that  (lescendit  douu  fra  a  cloude,  as  it  had  bono  aue  angell,"  and  added  to  the  wonted 
gift  a  Bible  and  Psalm-book — additions  which  some  contemporary  historians  hint  were 
received  with  no  very  good  grace.'  Cromwell  established  a  guard  iu  the  older  building 
there,  while  the  Castle  was  held  out  against  him  iu  1050,  and  prudently  levelled  it  with 
the  ground  on  gaining  possession  of  the  fortress,  lest  it  should  att'ord  the  same  cover  to 
bis  assailants  that  it  had  done  to  himself.  The  latter  erection  proved  equally  serviceable 
to  the  Highlanders  of  Prince  Charles  in  1745,  when  they  attempted  to  blockade  the  Castle, 
and  starve  out  the  garrison  by  stopping  all  supplies.  The  first  floor  of  the  largo  stone 
land,  in  front  of  Milne's  Court,  was  occupied  at  the  same  period  as  the  residence  and  guard- 
room for  the  officers  commanding  the  neighbouring  post ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  dislodged 
occupant, — a  zealous  Whig, — took  his  revenge  on  them  after  their  de})arture  by  advertising 
for  the  recovery  of  missing  articles  abstracted  by  his  compulsory  guests.  The  court 
immediately  behind  this  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  earliest  attempts  to  substitute 
an  o])en  square  of  some  extent  for  the  narrow  closes  that  had  so  long  afforded  the  sole 
town  residences  of  the  Scottish  gentry.  Tlie  main  entrance  is  adorned  with  a  Doric  enta- 
blature, and  bears  the  diite  1090.  The  principal  house,  which  forms  the  north  side  of  the 
court,  has  a  handsome  entrance,  with  neat  mouldings,  rising  into  a  small  peak  in  the 
centre,  like  a  very  flat  ogee  arch.  This  style  of  ornament,  which  fre<iueutly  occurs  in 
buildings  of  the  same  period,  seems  to  mark  the  handiwork  of  Itobert  Milne,  the  builder 
of  the  most  recent  ])ortions  of  Holyrood  Palace,  and  seventh  Itoyal  Master  Mason,  whose 
uncle's  tomb, — erected  by  him  iu  the  Greyfriars'  Churchyard, — records  in  quaint  rhymes 
these  hereditary  honours : — 

Reader,  John  Hilne,  who  mnketh  the  fourth  John,  , 

Audi  by  descent  from  father  uuto  aou, 
Sixth  Mauler- MuoD,  to  a  rojal  race 
'  Of  Hveu  •uoceMlva  kings,  aleept  in  this  i>Iaoo. 

Tlie  houses  forming  the  west  side  of  the  court  are  relics  of  a  much  earlier  period,  that 
had  been  delivered  from  the  durance  of  a  particularly  narrow  close  by  the  march  of  fashion 
and  improvement  iu  the  seventeenth  century.  The  most  northerly  of  them  long  formed 
the  town  mansion  of  the  lairds  of  Comiston,  iu  whose  possession  it  still  remains  ;  while  that 
to  the  south,  though  only  partially  exposed,  presents  a  singularly  irregidar  and  picturesque 

'  Ante,  p.  71.  "Qiihen  hir  grace  come  fordwart  to  tlio  butter  trone  u{  the  anid  b\irgh,  the  nobilitic  and  convoy  fuir- 
•aid  precedand,  at  the  iiuhilk  butter  trone  thair  was  ane  port  made  of  tymber,  in  maiiit  honourable  raauor,  cullorit  with 
fyne  culluuria,  huugiu  with  syn Jrie  arinea  ;  upon  the  quhilk  port  waa  aingand  cortane  barnuia  in  the  nmiat  hevinlie  wyia ; 
under  the  quhilk  port  thair  woa  ane  cloud  opynnand  with  four  levia,  iu  the  quhilk  waa  put  aue  bony  barne.  And  quhen 
the  cpieuea  hienea  waa  oumand  throw  the  aaid  jwrt,  the  aaid  cloud  opynnit,  and  the  barne  dHut-mlit  doun  aa  it  hail  beene 
ane  augell,  and  deliuerit  to  her  hienea  the  keyia  of  the  toun,  togidder  with  ane  Itybill  and  aue  Paalnio  Bulk,  couerit  with 
fyne  purpourit  veluot ;  and  efter  the  aaid  bune  had  apokeu  aouie  amall  epeituhee,  he  deliuerit  alsua  to  bcr  hienea  thre 
writtingia,  the  tennour  thairof  ia  vncerttne.  That  being  done,  the  barne  aacuudit  iu  the  cloud,  and  the  aaid  clud  atrkit ; 
and  thairefter  the  quenii  grace  coine  doun  to  the  tolbuith." — Diurnal  of  Ocurronta,  )>.  G8. 
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aspect — dormer  windows  rise  above  the  line  of  roof— and  a  bold  projection  supported  on 
a  large  ornamental  stone  corbel,  iidniits  of  a  very  tall  window  at  an  oblique  angle  below 
it,  evidently  constructed  to  catch  every  stray  gleam  of  light,  ere  the  narrow  olley  gave  way 
to  the  improvements  of  the  royal  master-mason.  Over  the  entrance  to  the  stair  there  is 
the  very  common  inscription,  Btisait .  be .  God ,  in  .  al .  hi» ,  Gi/tia.,  with  the  date  1580; 
and  while  the  whole  of  the  east  side  is  substantially  built  of  hewn  stone,  the  south  front, 
— looking  directly  down  the  old  West  Bow — is  a  very  picturesque  timber  fa(,-ade,  with 
irregular  gables,  and^  each  story  thrusting  its  beams  further  into  the  street  than  the  one 
below  it. 

One  of  the  earliest  proprietors  of  this  ancient  dwelling  appears  from  the  titles  to  have 
been  Bartholomew  Somerville,  merchant  burgess ;  the  most  conspicuous  among  those 
generous  citizens  to  whose  liberality  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  establishment  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  on  a  lasting  basis.  "  In  December  [1639]  following,"  soys 
Craufurd,  "  the  CoUedge  received  the  greatest  accession  of  its  patrimony  which  ever  had 
been  bestowed  by  any  private  person.  Mr  Bartholomew  Somervale  (the  son  of  Peter 
Somervale,  a  rich  burgess,  and  sometime  Baylie),'  having  no  children,  by  the  good  counsel 
of  his  brothers-in-law,  Alex.  Patrick  and  Mr  Samuel  Talfar,  mortified  to  the  College 
20,000  merks,  to  be  employed  for  maintenance  of  an  Professor  of  Divinity,  and  6000 
merks  for  buying  of  Sir  James  Skeon's  lodging  and  yuird,  for  his  dwelling.'"  This 
worthy  citizen  was  succeeded  in  the  old  tenement  by  Sir  John  Harper  of  Com- 
busnethan. 

Immediately  to  the  east  of  Milne's  Court,  a  more  modern  erection  of  the  same  kind 
exists,  which  is  associated  in  various  ways  with  some  of  the  nioHt  eminent  meu  that  have 
added  lustre  to  the  later  history  of  the  Scottish  capital.  To  this  once  fashionable  and 
aristocratic  quarter  David  Hume  removed  in  1762  from  his  previous  place  of  residence  in 
Jack's  Land,  Cauongate ;  here  also,  and  in  the  same  house,  Boswell  resided  when  he 
received  and  entertained  Paoli,  the  Patriot  Corsican  C'hief,  in  1771,  and  the  still  more 
illustrious  Dr  Johnson,  when  he  visited  Edinburgh  in  1773,  on  his  way  to  the  Western 
Islands. 

Entering  by  a  narrow  alley  which  pierces  the  line  of  lofty  houses  along  the  Lawn- 
market,  the  visitor  finds  himself  in  a  large  court,  surrounded  by  high  and  substantial 
buildings,  which  have  now  evidently  fallen  to  the  lot  of  humbler  inhabitants  than  those  for 
whom  they  were  erected.  Tliese  spaces,  walled  off  by  the  intervening  houses  from  the 
main  street,  were  in  the  Scottish  metropolis  like  the  similar  edifices  of  the  French  nobility, 
frequently  designed  with  the  view  of  protecting  those  who  dwelt  within  the  gate  from  the 
unwelcome  intrusion  of  cither  legal  or  illegal  force.  But  James's  Court  scarcely  dates 
back  to  times  so  lawless,  having  only  been  erected  by  a  wealthy  citizen  in  1727,  on  the 
site  of  various  ancient  closes,  containing  the  residences  of  judges,  nobles,  and  dignitaries  of 


■  Peter  Somerville't  bouu  atood  near  the  head  of  the  Weat  Buw,  with  the  Somerville  anna  over  the  doorway,  aur- 
mounted  by  hii  initiala,  and  the  date  1602. 

>  Craufurd'a  Hiat  of  the  Univeraity,  p.  136,  An  apartment  on  the  first  floor  o{  thia  land,  lighted  by  two  large  win- 
doWB  looking  into  Milne'a  Court,  haa  a  modem  ceiling  about  ten  feet  fruiii  the  fliKir — a  cumpariaon  of  thia,  witli  the 
height  of  the  next  atory,  ahowa,  that  a  apace  of  about  three  feet  uiuat  be  cucloaed  between  it  am)  the  floor  above.  It  ia 
exceedingly  probable  that  the  modern  plaater-work  may  conceal  another  painted  roof  aimilar  to  those  described  iu  Bly th'a 
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nnto  in  their  day,  the  mogt  eminent  of  whom  wns  the  celebrated  lavyer,  Sir  John  Lander, 
better  known  by  ItiH  judicial  title  of  Lord  Fountainhall.  Thin  interesting  locality  \» 
thus  described  by  the  lotest  biographer  of  David  Hume ; — "  Entering  one  of  the  doors 
opposite  tlie  main  entrance,  the  ntrnngcr  is  sometimes  led  by  a  friend,  wishing  to  a£ford 
him  an  ngrecubiu  surprise,  down  flight  after  flight  of  the  steps  of  a  stone  staircase,  and 
when  ho  imagines  ho  is  descending  so  fur  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  ho  emerges  on 
the  edge  of  a  cheerful,  crowded  thoroughfare,  connecting  together  the  Old  and  New  Town ; 
the  latter  of  which  lies  spread  before  him, — a  contrast  to  the  gloom  from  which  he 
has  emerged.  When  ho  looks  up  to  the  building  containing  the  upright  street  through 
which  ho  has  descended,  he  sees  that  vast  pile  of  tall  houses  standing  at  the  head  of  the 
Mound,  which  creates  astonishment  in  every  visitor  of  Edinburgh.  Tliis  vast  fabric  is 
built  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  and  thus  one  entering  on  the  level  of  the  Lawnmarket, 
is  at  the  height  of  several  stories  from  the  ground  on  the  side  next  the  New  Town.  I 
have  ascertained,"  he  odds,  "  that  by  ascending  the  western  of  the  two  stairs  facing  the 
entry  of  James's  Court,  to  the  height  of  three  stories,  we  arrive  at  the  door  of  David 
Hume's  house,  which,  of  the  two  doors  on  that  landing-place,  is  the  one  towards  the  left" ' 

During  Hume's  absence  in  France,  this  dwelling  was  occupied  by  Dr  Blair,  and  on  his 
leoving  it  finally  for  tho  house  he  had  built  for  himself  in  St  Andrew  Square,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  St  David  Street,  James  Boswell  became  its  tenant.  Tliither,  in  August  1773,  he 
conducted  Dr  Johnson,  from  the  White  Horse  Inn,  Boyd's  Close,  Canongate,  then  one  of 
the  chief  inns  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  had  found  him  in  a  violent  passion  at  the  waiter, 
for  having  sweetened  his  lemonade  without  the  ceremony  of  a  pair  of  sugar-tongs.  The 
doctor,  in  his  indignation,  threw  the  Icnionade  out  of  tho  window,  and  seemed  inclined  to 
send  the  waiter  after  it.' 

We  have  often  cou^rsrv  with  a  gentleman  whose  mother  had  been  present  at  a  tea- 
party  in  James's  Court,  on  the  occasion  of  the  doctor's  arrival  in  town,  and  the  impression 
produced  on  her  by  the  society  of  the  illustrious  lexicographer  was  summed  up  in  tho  very 
laconic  sentence  in  which  Mrs  Boswull  had  then  expressed  her  opinion  of  him,  that  he 
was  "  a  great  brute  I  "  '  Margaret,  Duchess  of  Douglas,  was  one  of  the  party,  "  with  all 
her  diamonds," — a  lady  somewhat  noted  omong  those  of  her  own  rank  for  her  illiteracy, 
— but  the  doctor  reserved  his  attentions  during  the  whole  evening  almost  exclusively  for 
the  Duchess.*  The  character  thus  assigned  to  him  is  fully  borne  out  in  the  lively  letters 
of  Captain  Toplmm,  who  visited  Edinburgh  in  the  following  year.  He  describes  the  recep- 
tion of  the  doctor,  by  all  classes,  as  having  been  of  the  most  flattering  kind,  and  ho  adds, 
"  From  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  he  repaid  all  their  attention  to  him  with  ill-breeding ; 

>  Burton'a  Lite  o(  Hume,  vol,  ii.  p,  186.  The  weatem  portion  o(  tbii  vait  fabric  nraa  deitroyed  by  lira  in  1858.  On 
iU  lite  hu  been  erected,  in  the  old  Bcottiah  atyle,  an  equally  lofty  structure  for  the  Savinga  Bank  and  Free  Church 
Ufficee. 

•  BoaweU'a  Johnaon,  by  Crokor,  vol.  ii.  p.  250. 

'  The  opinion  of  Lord  Auchinleck  about  "  the  Auld  Dominie  "  is  well  known,  and  the  doctor's  hostesa,  Mra  Boawell, 
though  assiduous  in  her  attentions  to  hur  guest,  seems  to  have  coincided  in  opinion  with  the  wit,  who,  on  hearing  him 
■tylml  by  some  of  his  admirers  n  eonaUllatiun  of  learning,  said,  "  Then  ho  must  be  tho  l'r$a  Major."  Boswell  tells, 
with  his  usual  na'ivet45,  that  bis  wife  exclaimed  to  him  on  one  occasion,  with  natural  asperity, — **I  have  seen  many  a  bear 
leil  by  a  man,  but  1  never  before  saw  a  man  led  by  a  bear !  " — Boawell's  Johnson,  note,  Nov.  27,  1773, 

*  "  An  old  lady,"  as  Dr  Johnson  describes  her,  "who  talks  broad  .Scotch  witb  i  paralytic  voice,  and  is  scarce  under- 
stood by  her  own  countrymen." — Boswell's  Johnson,  by  Croker,  vol.  i.  p.  2ll!>. 
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and  when  in  tho  compnuy  of  tho  ubicst  nieu  in  thiti  country,  liiii  wliolo  degigu  wag  to  ghow 
them  how  little  he  thought  of  llieni."* 

It  ia  told  of  John»on,  that  being  on  one  occaiton  in  a  company  where  Hume  waa 
present,  a  mutual  friend  nffured  to  introduce  him  to  tho  jihiloHophor,  when  the  intolerant 
moralist  roared  out,  "  No,  sir  I "  It  is  not  therefore  without  reason  that  Mr  Burton 
questions  if  Johnson  would  have  been  able  to  *'  sleep  o'  nights,"  hod  ho  learned  that 
he  had  been  entrap{)ed  into  the  arch-iufldel's  very  mansion  ! ' 

In  Hume's  day  the  North  Loch  lay  directly  below  the  windows  of  his  house,  with  gar- 
dens extending  to  its  margin,  and  a  fine  open  country  beyond,  diversified  with  woodland 
and  moor,  where  now  tho  modern  streets  of  tho  Scottish  capital  cover  a  space  vastly  ex- 
ceeding its  whole  ancient  boundaries  for  many  centuries.  Hume  appears  to  have  derived 
great  pleasure  from  the  magnificent  prospect  which  his  elevated  residence  secured  to  him  ; 
yet  although  he  writes  to  Dr  llobertson  in  1T5U,  "  I  have  the  strangest  reluctance  to 
change  places, "  he  was,  nevertheless,  one  of  the  earliest  to  emigrate  beyond  the  North  Loch. 
In  1770  he  commenced  building  his  new  house,  which  was  tho  first  erected  in  South  St 
David  Street,  and  in  which  he  died.  Tlie  old  dwelling,  however,  was  not  immediately 
abandoned  to  the  plebeian  population ;  Boswell,  as  we  have  seen,  succeeded  him,  and  he 
was  followed  in  its  occupancy  by  the  Ludy  Wallace,  Dowager,  relict  of  Sir  Thomas  Wal- 
lace of  Cragie.*  The  floor  below  Hume's  house  was  the  proiierty  of  Andrew  Macdowal, 
Esq.,  advocate,  author  of  the  "  Institutional  Law  of  Scotland,"  a  ponderous  mass  of  legal 
learning  in  three  folio  volumes.  On  his  elevation  to  the  bench  in  1755,  under  the  title  of 
Lord  Bankton,  his  lordship, — in  order  to  adapt  the  flat  in  the  Lawnmarket  to  his  increased 
dignity  and  rank, — purchased  the  one  below  it,  on  a  level  with  the  court,  and  united 
the  two  by  an  elegant  internal  stair  of  carved  mahogany,  which  has  since  been  displaced 
by  a  more  homely  substitute,  on  the  conversion  of  the  old  judge's  (Iwelling  into  a  printing 
oflice. 

Immedintely  to  the  east  of  the  lofty  range  of  buildings  fnmting  James's  Court,  houses 
of  an  early  date,  and  of  considerable  variety  of  character,  again  occur.  The  first  of  these, 
represented  at  the  head  of  the  chapter,  is  a  tall  and  narrow  stone  land,  of  a  marked  char- 
acter, and  highly  adorned,  according  to  the  style  prevailing  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  house  belonged  of  old  to  Sir  Robert  Baimatyue,  chaplain,  and  after  passing 
through  several  hands,  was  purchased  in  1031  by  Thomas  Gladstone,  merchant  burgess,  who 
appears  to  have  built  the  present  stone  front.    On  a  shield  below  the  crow-steps  of  tho  west 
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>  Tupbara'a  Lettera,  Londun,  1776,  p.  139. 

*  We  have  adhered  in  tbia  to  the  biographer  o{  Hume,  who  aaaigna  the  aame  home  to  both.  It  ia  certain  that  Hume 
had  a  tenant  of  the  name  uf  Boawell ;  and  aa  tlie  bouse  Iwlow  wiia  a  large  reaidenue,  conaiating  of  two  flata,  the  probability 
of  Boawell  occupying  the  aingle  flat  aeema  cimfirined  by  the  fact  that  he  "  regretted  aincerely  that  he  had  not  alao  a  room 
for  Mr  Scott,"  afterwarda  Lord  Stowell,  who  bad  aocompauietl  the  doctor  from  Newcaatle  to  the  White  Hurae  Inn, 
Kdinburgb.  Dr  Jobnaon'a  evidence,  however,  contradicta  tbia.  "Boawell,"  be  writea,  *' bua  very  bandaouie  and 
apaoioue  rooma,  level  with  the  ground  at  one  aide  of  the  houae,  and  on  the  other  four  atoriea  high," — -a  remark  only 
eiplicable,  on  tbia  idea,  by  auppoaing  him  to  refer  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  building,  aa  deacribed  above. 

"  So  late  oa  1771,  hia  brother,  Joaeph  Hume,  Kat].  of  Ninewelta,  occupied  a  fuahiouablu  reaideuce  in  the  fifth  flat  of 
an  old  houae  that  atood  at  the  junction  uf  the  Lawnmarket  with  Melbourne  Place.  The  following  notice  of  the  roaidence 
of  Lady  Ninewella,  the  grandmother,  aa  we  preaume,  of  Hume,  occura  in  a  aeriua  of  accounta  of  a  judicial  aale  of  pro- 
perty in  Parliament  Cloae,  in  the  yeai  1680  ; — '*  The  huuae  preaently  po-saeat  be  the  Ludy  Ninewella,  being  the  fourth 
■torie  above  the  ontrie  from  the  long  tranaa  of  the  tenement  upon  the  eiwt  aide  of  the  kirk-heugh,  cuuaiatiug  of  four  fire 
rowmea,  with  ane  seltar,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  ane  bundretl  fourtie  and  four  pouuda  Hcutta."  . 
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gable  are  the  initialR  T.  G.  and  B.  G.,  while  on  a  correitponding  ihiold  to  the  oaitt  a 
cnrioui  device  occuri,  not  unlike  an  ornamental  key,  with  the  hit  in  the  form  of  a  creicent. 
Many  luch  fancy  devices  occur  on  the  older  buildinfi;g  in  Edinburgh,  the  only  probable 
explanation  of  which  ap])carit  to  be  that  they  nre  merchanto'  marki.  Tliii  house  is  alluded 
to  in  the  divisions  of  the  city  for  the  sixteen  companies  formed  in  1034,  in  obedience  to 
an  injunction  of  Charles  I.,  where  the  second  division,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Castle  Hill, 
terminates  at  "Thomas  Gladstone's  Jjind.'" 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  Bonk  Street,  Lady  Stair's  Close,  thu  first  below  this  old 
building,  was  the  chief  thoroughfare  for  foot  passengers  taking  adv-ntage  of  the  half- 
formed  earthen  mound,  to  reach  the  New  Town.  It  derives  its  name  from  Elizal)eth, 
Dowager  Countess  of  Stair,  who,  as  the  wife  of  the  Viscount  Primrose,  forms  one  of  the 
roost  interesting  characters  associated  with  the  romantic  triuUtions  of  old  Edinburgh, 
Scott  has  made  the  incidents  of  Ijidy  Primrose's  singular  story  tiic  groundwork  of  "  Aunt 
Margaret's  Mirror,"  perhaps  the  most  striking  of  all  his  briefer  tales ;  while  the  scarcely 
less  interesting  materials  preserved  by  the  latest  survivors  of  the  past  generation  form 
some  of  the  most  attractive  pages  of  "  Chambers's  Traditions."  This  story,  with  nearly 
all  the  marvellous  features  of  Aunt  Margaret's  tale,  received  universal  credit  from  the 
contemporaries  of  the  principal  actors  in  its  romantic  scenes,  as  well  as  from  many  of  the 
succeeding  generation. 

The  Countess  Dowager  of  Stair  was  long  looked  up  to  as  the  leader  of  fashion,  and 
an  admission  to  her  bclect  circle  courted  as  one  of  the  highest  objects  of  ambition  among 
the  smaller  gentry  of  the  period.  One  cannot  help  smiling  now  at  the  idea  of  the  leader 
of  ton  in  the  Scottish  capital  condescendingly  receiving  the  vUte  of  fashionable  society 
in  the  second  flat  of  a  common  stair  in  n  narrow  close  of  the  Old  Town  ;  yet  such  were  the 
habits  of  Edinburgh  society  in  the  eighteenth  century,  at  a  period  when  the  distinctions  of 
rank  and  fashion  were  guarded  with  a  degree  of  jealousy  of  which  we  have  little  conception 
now. 

A  characteristic  sample  of  the  manners  of  the  period  is  furnished  in  the  evidence  of 
Sir  John  Stewart  of  Castlemilk,  in  the  celebrated  Douglas  Cause,  affording  a  peep  into  the 
interior  of  Holyrood  Palace  about  the  middle  of  last  century.  Sir  John  Stewart  states 
that,  being  on  a  visit  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  at  his  lodgings  in  the  Abbey,  the  Countess 
of  Stair  entered  the  room,  seemingly  in  a  very  great  passion,  holding  in  her  hand  a  letter 
from  Tliomas  Cochrone,  Esq.,  afterwards  Earl  of  Dundonald,  to  the  Duke  of  Douglas,  in 
which  he  aihrmed  that  the  Countess  of  Stair  had  declared,  that,  to  her  knowledge,  the 
children  said  to  be  those  of  Ijiidy  Jane  Douglas  were  fictitious ;  whereupon  the  Countess 
struck  the  fioor  three  times  with  a  stafi'  which  she  had  in  her  hand,  and  each  time  that  she 
struck  the  fioor,  she  called  the  Earl  a  damned  villain,  which  her  ladyship  said  was  his 
own  expression  in  his  letter  to  tlie  Duke.  One  can  fancy  the  stately  old  lady  in  her  high- 
heeled  shoes  and  hoop,  flourishing  her  cane,  and  crushing  the  obnoxious  letter  in  her 
hand,  as  she  applied  to  its  author  the  elegant  epithet  of  his  own  suggestion. ' 

In  the  same  close  which  bears  her  ladyship's  name  also  resided  the  celebrated  biblio- 
grapher and  antiquary,  Mr  George  Paton,  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Lord  Hailes, 
Gough,  Bishop  Percy,  Ritson,  George  Chalmers,  Pennant,  Herd,  and,  indeed,  of  nearly  all 

'  Muitl»n(l,  p.  285.  •  Proof  for  Dougia*  of  Doiigliu,  £«].,  defender,  ftc.     Douglna  Cause. 
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Ilio  iiiiiot  oiiiiiiciit  voiiomlorM  ol'iiittiiiuily,  tliiriii);  (ho  liittcr  |Ntrtiif  lliooiKliti'ciitli  coiihiry. 
Two  Hinnll  voliiiiifH  of  llit>  I'liloii  ('i>rrt>ii|Niiiil(<iiri<  -now  rnro  uinl  viiliiitlilc  — liiivo  Ihtii 
|Mililii«lu>tl,  wliit'li  Kcrvc  to  mIiiiw  |Iii>  very  lii>;li  I'Ntiniittioii  in  wliicli  lie  wuk  IicIiI  um  h  lili'rury 
nntii|imry,  niul  tlit<  iniiiu'roui*  roiilrilmtioiiH  riirtiiHlu'il  liy  liiiii  towiirtln  (ho  iiKmt  i>iiiiiu>iit 
workx  of  tliiil  I'liiMH,  only  ii  Hiniill  |Nirtioii  of  wliicli  liitit  Im'cii  iifkiiowlcdxtMl  liy  the  rivi|ii(>iitH. 
()(>or>;i<  I'litoii  w'ltH  It  niHii  of  oxtrcnit'  niodi'Mly  iind  ilil)itli<noi<, -  u  hiirlit'lor  of  retiring  niiil 
luciturii  iiicliniitioni*  i  -yi't  lio  wuh  iioitlior  illilioriil  nor  iiiimtcml  in  liii«  hiiliitn  ;  liiit  linn*,  hid 
knowl('(l>;(>,  iinti  liix  liliriiry,  wore  iill  at  tlu>  Ncrvii'o  of  IiIm  fiicniln,  iiml  llioiixh  not  only  tuni- 
|M<riil(>  lint  ultHtoniioiiK  in  Ium  tuMlon,  liii«  <'Voninj;i«  wt>ri<  ^oni'mlly  M|K>iit  with  llcril,  anil 
iitlior  kinilrod  HpirilH,  in  >1ohnic  PowicV  Tavern,  in  hilihorton'M  Wynd,  tho  widl-known 
rcndoxvonn  of  tlio  S*Mittii«h  litontti  during  that  (leriod.  lie  wiw  ini'thotiical  in  all  liiH  haliilH  ; 
tlic  moment  eleven  Hounded  from  St  OileK'i*  nt(>e|ile,  liix  H|iaru  W^ww  mi^lit  lie  mopii 
iMuer^in);  from  the  wynd  head,  and  the  mnind  of  hiii  eane  on  tiie  |)avenn-nt  of  Lady  Stair'* 
CloHO,  pive  the  iii>rnal  to  Ium  hoUHekeeiH'r  for  lii-<  adniittanee.  Thix  intereHtin^  old  Kdin- 
bnr^h  rMiiiwtir  hears  ii^  nutny  reM|H'etH  a  reMemlilinu'e  to  the  more  eelelirated  "  Klia  "  of 
the  t^iitt  India  llouxe.  He  ohtained  u  eU<rkNhi|i  in  tho  CuHtom  IIoumo,  the  whidn  umolu- 
inent*  of  whieh,  after  nn  nujjnientation  for  many  yearn'  nerviee,  never  exeeeded  JtHO ;  and 
yet  with  thin  narrow  ine<inie  he  eontrived  to  amani*  a  eolleetionof  liookH  and  manuMeri|itH 
to  an  extent  rarely  e(|ualled  liy  a  i*in>;le  individnal.  On  hin  death  in  tho  year  |H()7,  at  tho 
ndvaneod  ajfo  of  ei);hty-neven,  hin  valuahle  lihrary  wan  Hold  liy  auetion,  oeen|iyin);  eonnider- 
alily  more  than  a  month  in  itn  dinpoHal ;  and  ilx  treanureH  were  ntrenuouHly  eontundud  for 
by  the  chief  liililioiioliHt«  axHemliied  from  distant  jiartn  tif  the  kin^^dom.' 
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The  old  mansion  in  I.ady  Stair's  I'lose  hears  over  its  entriinee  this  pious  insrriptinii, 
"FEAUK  THK  LOUP.  AN'1>  DKrAllT  FllOM  KVll,!,."  with  the  date  UVi'i,  and  tho 
arms  and  initials  of  its  orijjinBl  proprietors,  Sir  William  tlray  of  I'ittcndrum, — tho 
ancestor  of  the  present  Ii<ird  (Iray, — and  (leida  or  Kjfidia  his  wife,  sister  of  Sir  ,Iolm 
Smith  of  Grothill.  Provost  of  Kdinluirgh.  Sir  William  was  a  man  of  jjreat  intluence  and 
note;  «lthouj;h,  hy  virtue  of  a  new  jiatent,  granted  liy  Charles  I.,  the  ancient  title  of  Lord 
t?my  reverted  to  his  family,  he  devoted  himself  to  commerce,  nnil  liecame  one  of  the  most 
extensive  Scottish  merchants  of  his  day,  improviiij:;  an, I  cnlarjiing  the  foreign  trade  of  his 
country,  and  acquiring  great  wealth  to  himself.  On  the  breaking  out  of  civil  commotions, 
he  tidhered  to  the  royal  imrty,  and  shared  in  its  misfortunes ;  he  was  fined  by  the  Tarlia- 
ment  UM),(XX)  nierks,  for  corrcRjionding  with  Montrose,  and  imjirisoned  first  in  the  ('astlo 

'  Tilt  ooiTfKixMnlfnce  Iwlwei-ii  Pstmi  rniil  Ooiigli— dill  of  nutti-r  cli'i"|ily  inU-rrnting  to  tlin  aiitii^tinry  aud  iHpiigrapher 
--WM  iHmie  years  «iiic<  pivi>arttl  f'T  publication  by  Mr  TiirnbuU,  Soerotary  to  tlio  S-iciety  of  Aiitiipiaries,  but  owing 
to  itic  i>aui.ity  of  subacribors  tli<-  MS.  was  thronu  luido,  to  the  great  lou  of  literary  •tmleuta. 
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Httil  uftttrwnnlM  in  tint  ToIIkhiIIi  of  I'MitiltiirKli,  till  lliu  |N>iiiilt^  wun  innilitlt'il  to  :iri,(NHl 
inorkM,  wliii'li  wiiN  iiiHliktilty  piiiil.'  Ollior  iiiiil  Htill  morn  cxurliiliiiit  I'mu'tionN  followi'il, 
until  liiN  dt'itth  in  lOtN,  wliit'li  wun  lH*lii'V('<l  to  liitvti  Ix'rn  luii-litrnlt'il  liy  IiIn  Hliitro  in  the 
trouMi'N  of  tint  |K)rioil,  (MImt  riircN,  liowcvcr,  licNiilrN  l|jop<i>  ntlomltint  on  civil  ittrifi!, 
oinliittt'ruii  tint  luMor  ycnrN  of  llii^  noble  ini'rcliiinl.  I'Vutn  Hir  Tliotniut  llo|Ht'ii  tliiiry,  I'^th 
May  111(5,  wo  It'iirn  timt  "11  ihini'litcr  of  Hir  Williitni  (iriiyii4  il<'|iiirtit  oll'lliii  |iluiKi  <|nliilk 
|mt  UN  nil  in  ^x\'\i  IViir.""  Ho  tlmt  the  old  niunHion  in  liiuly  Htuir'M  (!Iomi>  rcnminii  it 
nutnioriiil  oftlic  Icrrililn  pliif^nti  of  lilUi,  llic  liiNt  ami  inoMt.  fiilul  viHitiition  of  tliitt  ilntiulful 
McourKu  wlii(di  Kdinlinr^li  (txiicritnrctl,  itnil  wliirli,  like  itH  llr»*t  ri'rorili!)!  ii|i|N'ariini'<i  in 
ir»i;) — tlio  niuinorttlilit  yciir  of  h'loililcn  — followtMl  in  llni  wuko  of  ii  iliNiiMtrouH  wiir,  wliilu 
llii!  city  wiw  uwnitinK,  in  torror,  tlui  victorionn  foni'H  of  MontroNc. 

Tliti  "  HtututM  for  tliu  Huillii'H  of  tlin  Mure,"''  firNt  cniiclcil  in  h^(l7,  went  ri-ncwt'il 
witii  vikriiiUH  nMHliliiiiktionM  ut  tliiK  |K>rioil,  Hnilinx  up  tliu  Iiouni'n  wlmru  "  the  \\\\^v\  of  tin; 
INiHtilviKHi"  hail  Htaytiil  Iuh  iMuliiiK  IliKlit,  ami  forliiildcn  to  liiH  vii'tiniN  the  x'\U\*.  of  Mttpultnro 
with  tluiir  kinilrcil.  Onii  inttircHtiiiK  niciiiorial  of  the  Hlcrn  rnhi  of  "the  lliiillitH  of  (ho 
Murt',"  <lurinf<  thiN  torrililu  yoar,  Htill  rcnntinN  in  a  liflil  to  tint  t-aNt  of  Warrenilcr  lionMi;, 
ItruntHliiOd  IJnkH,  a  rcntral  N|Kit  in  llut  Old  lloroii)(h  Moor.  Ili^ri^,  amid  llii!  luxuriant 
paHtura^u  of  thu  mtiiulow,  and  within  Hi^ht  <d'  the  IniNy  (^ipital,  a  larKi^  flat  tonthHtone  nniy 
Iw  Hceti,  timeworn  and  ^rey  with  thi!  nioMM  of  a^i; ;  it  hvarM  on  it  a  itkull,  Kiirmountiid  tiy 
u  wiuK<'d  NandxhtHri,  ami  a  Hcroll  innrrilxMl  iimri^  pwi:  ,  .  ,  .  Iiora  nrli,  and  liclow  thiN  a 
Hliitdd  iH'ariuK  a  nalticr,  with  the  initialM  M.  I,  It.,  and  tin-  date  of  the  fatal  year  104'), 
Tliu  M.  HuriuounlH  the  Nhield,  and  in  all  prohaliilily  indieateH  that  the  dueeiiNed  had  taken 
IiIm  def(ruo  of  MiiHtor  of  Artn.  A  nehohtr,  therefore,  and  jH^rliapH  one  of  nohle  liirth,  liaN 
won  the  Had  pre-uniinenee  of  Hlunilii.'rinK  in  uncoiiHeeraleil  ground,  and  apart  from  the  diiNt 
uf  IiIm  fatherH,  to  tell  of  the  terrorH  of  the  plague  to  other  f^eiieralionH, 

The  huly  of  Hir  William  drey  ap|K'arH  to  have  lon^'  Hiirvived  her  huHhaiid,  iih  in  the 
writN  (if  Home  neiKlilioiirin^  propurtieN,  the  old  alley  in  Htylud  I^iuly  (irey'N  (/'Ioho,  The 
CountcHH  of  Stair'H  houHe,  we  may  add,  in  proved  from  the  titleH  to  have  iM-en  the  up|ier 
Htnry,  "  immediately  above  the  dwellinh'-hoiiHe,  which  partained  to  the  lieirH  of  David 
Gray,  merchant  l>iirKeHH,"  doubtleNH  a  deHeendant  of  itn  builder ;  and  her  HuvceHHor  in  a 
Lady  CleHtram,  the  reliet  of  Homo  worthy  laird,  wlumu  honourn  did  not  |>rovc  Htrong  enough 
to  overcome  the  eclM  of  a  CountcHN'H  name. 

The  aHHociatiouH  of  the  adjoining  cIoho  connect  us  with  a  period  much  more  recent, 
and  with  characterH  yielding  in  intercHt  to  none  with  whose  memorieu  the  localitieH  of 
Edinburgh  are  linked.  Here,  in  the  year  178fl,  the  jMtet  HurnH,— juKt  Hnatclied  from  exile 
by  the  generoun  intervention  of  the  blind  bard,  Dr  Blacklock, — found  his  way,  frenh  from 
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1  Woort'i  Poorsgp,  vol.  i,  p.  fl7'2.  '  Hir  TlmniM  Hcipo'n  Diary,  liann.  (.'Iiib,  p.  219. 

*  "  Statutt  for  the  Uniltiei  0/  the  ifure,  and  onirrtnij  the  Put.  K<ir  onlniiring  iif  the  auid  mure,  iind  pepill  infectit 
thairiipoiin,  fur  cI«ngeiiiK  <>(  huiiHin  witliiii  tlio  toiin,"  ke,.  "Tluit  tliu  Tlieiuiirnr  caiim  m.ik  fur  overis  ane  of  tli« 
nailljefl,  Cleiigt'ra,  aikI  llurean  of  the  fluid,  niiu  gown  of  gray,  with  Hanct  AiiilroiNn  curiM,  ipiliite  Ixihiixl  niul  Itefore  ;  and 
tn  eyerie  ane  of  thame,  ane  ntnfT,  with  ane  qiihite  clayth  on  the  t-nd,  rpdiaiiijy  thay  may  Imi  knawin  qiihairovir  thay  pau. 
That  thalr  be  maid  twa  cloia  beria,  witli  foiire  fuet,  ci>lorit  over  witli  blak,  and  ane  quliito  cruaa,  with  ane  bnll  to  ba 

filing  in  upoiin  the  aide  of  tlio  aaiil  boir,  cpiilk  aall  nmk  warning  to  the  pepill That  with  all  deligrnce  poaaible, 

u  aoiie  aa  ony  hoiias  aall  b«  infectit,  the  haill  houahald,  with  their  gudda,  bn  de|H-acit  towert  the  mure,  the  deid  buriet, 
and  with  like  diligeuce  the  hoiiaaolengil,"  Ac— Council  Ittgiater,  IfiOS.     Maitlaml,  p.  31, 
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\\w  |i1oiik)i,  to  lii*  fricri'l  Itioliinoml,  n  writur'n  apprcnticp,  niul  iwr*>|it(>(l  thi<  ofTor  nf  n  itlmrc 
of  hi*  room  nnil  IkmI,  in  the  hoiino  of  Mri  Cnrfrnp,  naxtcrV  OIoup,  FjAwtimnrkot.' 

In  tho  flmt  Ntnir  to  tho  left,  on  ontcrinx  the  cIokp,  and  on  the  flmt  floor  of  tho  houii<>, 
i*  tho  |K)ct'i<  lodi^in^.  Tint  tradition  of  hi*  rmidciirc  there  hnn  ])aiiiipd  through  very  few 
hand*  \  the  iirederemior  of  the  prenent  teniHu:  (a  reupcrtahio  widow,  wh<i  hnii  oceupiod  tho 
hoimo  for  tnnny  yrarit)  leiirncd  it  from  Mm  Cnrfroc,  ond  the  |)oet'ii  room  i*  |iointcd  out, 
with  it*  window  hHikitiff  into  Iiady  Htair'i  Cloae.  The  land  i*  an  ancient  and  very 
Nuh*tantial  hnildiufr,  with  large  and  neatly  moulded  window*,  retaining  the  morki  of 
having  been  fini*hed  with  *tunc  mullion* ;  in  one  tier  in  particular  tho  window*  are 
placed  one  ahove  another,  only  separated  at  each  itory  hy  a  narrow  lintel,  to  a*  to 
prc*cnt  the  Hingular  appearance  of  ono  long  and  narrow  window  from  top  to  bottom 
of  the  lofty  land.  From  thi*  ancient  dwelling,  llurni  iitHUcd  to  dine  or  *up  with  the 
magnate*  of  tho  land,  and,  *'  when  the  com|)any  aro*o  in  the  gilded  and  illuminated 
room*,  *omo  of  tho  fair  guoMt* — |ierhn))N 

llor  Onut*, 
WlioM  RmnlwAnx  flfuli  nf(ntn»i  tbit  nioniltig  ikfea,  * 

AihI  gllil  i)ur  i'li«iiili«r  oelllnnn  oa  tlmjr  |mM, 

took  tho  hctitating  arm  of  the  Imrd,  went  Hmiiing  to  her  coach,  waved  a  graceful 
good-night  A-ith  her  jewelled  hand,  and,  departing  to  her  nianiiion,  left  him  in  tho  middle 
of  the  street,  to  grojic  his  way  through  tho  dingy  ollcys  of  the  'gude  town,'  to  hi*  obscure 
lodging,  with  his  share  of  a  deal  tiibic,  a  sanded  floor,  and  u  chaiT  bed,  at  eighteeniicnce 
a  week."  *  Tho  poet's  lodging,  however,  is  no  such  dingy  apartment  a*  this  description 
implie* ;  it  is  a  largo  and  woll-pro|Kirtioned  room,  neatly  panelled  with  wood,  according 
to  a  fashion  by  no  means  very  antiquated  then ;  and  if  ho  was  as  well  boardc<l  us  lodged, 
the  hardy  ploughman  would  find  bin  indei^ndencc  exposed  to  u:,  insurmountable  tempta- 
tion, for  all  the  grandeur  of  tho  old  Scottish  Duchesses,  most  of  whose  carriage*  were 
only  sedan  chairs,  unless  when  tiicy  preferred  the  more  economical  conveyance  of  "  a  gude 
pair  of  pattens  I  " 

Over  tho  doorway  of  tho  old  house  immediately  opposite  to  that  of  Burns',  in 
Baxter's  ("lose,  there  is  a  curious  i.nd  evidently  a  very  ancient  lintel, — a  relic  of  some 
more  stately  mansion  of  the  olden  time.  It  l)cars  a  shield,  now  much  defaced,  surmounted 
by  a  crown,  and  above  this  a  cross,  with  tho  figure  of  a  man  leaning  over  it,  wearing  a 
mitre.  Tlio  initials,  A.  S.  and  E.  I.,  are  placed  on  cither  side;  and  above  tho  whole,  in 
antique  Gothic  letters,  is  the  inscription,  BLI88IT  •  BE  •  THE  •  LOUD  •  IN  • 
HIS  •  GIFTI8  •  FOR  •  NOV  •  AND  •  EVIIt  Wo  arc  inclined,  from  the  appearance 
of  this  stone,  to  assign  to  it  an  earlier  date  than  that  of  any  other  inscription  in 
Edinburgh.  The  house  into  which  it  is  built  is  evidently  u  much  later  "••ection,  and 
no  clue  is  furnished  from  its  titles  ns  to  iiny  previous  building  having  occupied  the  site. 
It  passed  by  inheritance,  in  the  year  lT4fl,  into  the  imssession  of  Martha  White,  only 
child  of  a  wealthy  burgess,  whose  gold  won  for  her,  some  years  later,  tho  honours  of 
Countess  of  Elgin  and  Kincardine,  Governess  to  her  Itoyal  Highness  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales,  and  the  jiarentnge  of  sundry  honourable  Lady  Marthas,  Lord 
Thomases,  and  the  like. 

'  Allan  Ctinuiiighaiu'a  Burns,  to],  i.  p.  US.  '  Ibid,  vol,  i.  p.  131. 
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All  kiivit'Ut  Inud  in  JohD»t(iii'ii  ('lunv,  uii  the  louth  lidu  of  tho  I>awnmarkut,  iiiiiiii)- 
diutvly  behind  the  Weit  Ikiw,  cxhibitu  »n  uuiiMimlly  pictureiquu  chnrmttur  in  iti*  Kh><>niy 
interior,  ubouiidiiiK  with  pUin  aruhud  ri>ci>M«i>ii  und  cnrlMilli'd  |irojvctionii,  nciitttTcd  tliroUf(h- 
out  in  tho  inoit  irregular  and  IuwIuhm  fiuhion,  and  with  narrow  window*  tliruit  into  the 
oddeit  corueri,  or  u|>  oven  ulmvu  the  very  coriiioo  of  tho  ceiiin(^,  in  order  to  eatcli  every 
wandering  ray  of  iKirrowed  light,  amid  the  joitling  of  it*  |ient-u|)  neighlM^urhood,  A  view 
uf  the  lurgONt  tt|iartinent  in  given  in  tlie  Abbot»ford  edition  of  the  Wuverley  Novell,  under 
the  niune  of  "  Hall  of  the  Knighti  of  V>i  John,  Ht  John'i  Clone,  Vamnyate"  Wu  have 
failed  in  every  attempt  to  obtain  any  clue  to  the  early  hintory  of  the  building,  whiuh 
tratlitiou  baa  aftoeiuted  with  this  anuient  order  of  loIdior-pricHtM. 

In  the  irit  and  miialler  eourt  of  Uiddle'i  Close,  iniinediately  to  tho  eait  of  thi«,  there 
is  a  lofty  land  with  a  projeuting  turret  stair,  Waring  the  date  17l!(l,  although  a  |)ortion 
of  tho  building  to  the  south  Itelougs  to  a  inuoh  earlier  |)oriod.  This  lofty  tuuenient 
derives  an  interest  from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  the  firkt  residence  of  Uuvid  Hume,  at* 
an  inde|)endont  householder  in  Edinburgh, — adding  another  link  to  the  associations  with 
which  the  liUwnmarket  alH)unds  in  connection  with  tho  great  philosopher.  He  removed 
thither  from  Ninewells  in  1751,  from  whence  ho  writes,  shortly  after,  to  Adam  Hmith, 
"  Direct  to  mo  in  Uiddal's  Land,  liiiwnmarket."  He  thus  facetiously  describes  to  the  great 
political  economist,  his  own  first  attempts  at  domestic  economy : — "  I  have  now  at  last — 
being  turned  of  forty,  to  my  own  honour,  to  that  of  learning,  and  to  that  of  the  present  ngc, 
— arrived  at  the  dignity  of  being  a  householder.  About  seven  montlis  ago  I  got  a  house 
of  my  own,  and  completed  u  regular  family,  consisting  of  a  heiul — viz.,  niyMolf,  and  two 
inferior  members — a  maid  and  a  cut.  My  sister  has  since  joined  me,  und  keeps  me  com- 
pany. With  frugality,  I  can  reach,  I  find,  cleanliness,  warmth,  light,  plenty,  and  con- 
tentment. What  would  you  huvo  more  ?  Inde|iendence  ?  I  have  it  in  a  supreme  degree. 
Honour  ?  Tliat  is  not  altogether  wanting.  Oriice  ?  That  will  come  in  time.  A  wife  ? 
That  is  none  of  the  indispensable  requisites  of  life.  Books?  That  i»  one  of  them,  and  I 
have  more  than  I  can  use,"  &c.'  The  titles  of  this  ])ro])crty  include  "  an  express  servitude 
ui>on  tho  tenement  of  land  called  Major  Weir's  Lund,  sometime  belonging  to  James 
Itiddle  of  Cuister,  in  tho  county  of  Norfolk,  in  England  ;  that  tho  same  shall  not  be  built 
higher  thnii  it  is  at  present,  lest  it  may  unywiso  hurt  or  ])rcjudice  tho  said  subject." 
From  a  comparison  of  dates,  no  doubt  can  exist  that  Humo  commenced  his  History  of 
England  in  Riddle's  Lund,  though  (he  bulk  of  it  was  written  after  his  removal  to  Jack's 
Lund,  Canongute. 

An  interesting  mansion,  of  a  much  earlier  date,  but  of  equally  lofty  character,. occupies 
the  opiwsito  side  of  this  narrow  court.  Entering  the  doorway  under  a  'Corbelled  angle, 
which  adapts  the  i)rojccting  staircase  to  its  narrow  site,  the  visitor  ascends  a  substantial 
stone  stuir  to  a  broad  landing  on  the  second  floor.  Here  the  stuir  seems  to  terminate, 
but,  on  proceeding  along  the  durk  passage  u  little  way,  he  will  be  surjirised  io  stumble 
on  anotlicr  equally  substantial,  though  somewhat  narrower,  rather  puzzling  him  to  con- 
jecture by  what  si)ecies  of  substructure  it  reaches  a  foundation  on  terru-tirma.  Without 
ascending  this  second  stair,  however,  he  will  reach  u  large  apartment,  now  occupied  as 
a  liookb'uder's  worksho|>,  although  retaining  the  i)roscenium  and  other  requisites  for 

'  llurton'f  Life  of  Huine,  vul.  i.  p.  377. 
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i>xliil)itiiiiiii,  tliix  liiiviiiK  l)i>i>ti  iiMcil  ul  iiiio  titiiM  lut  n  |iiil)lii<  tlicntrc.  On  |iA«iiing 
IhroiiKh  iliiii,  nil  iiiiii'r  room  i*  rk'tu'licil,  wliirli  cxliiliitii  uii  vxcuvdinKly  iiitt>ri'Ntiiit(  m'riui 
of  ili'i'omtioiiK  of  nil  I'lirliiT  |N'riiiil,  Mtill  ri'iiiitiiiiiiK  in  toli-rikliln  iirciicrvutioii.  Tli'i  ('i>ilinKi 
whii'li  in  rii'lily  oriiiiini'tili'il  in  Htiu't'o,  in  tint  »\yU<  tliitt  |irt>vuili'i|  tliiriii){  (lii>  rciKii  of 
i'bnrlt'i  II.,  Iiiw  a  liir^o  uirclu  in  tliu  ciMitrc,  I'onhiiniiiK  tlio  royal  crown,  mirrouiuiiMl  liy 
altcruutK  ro«(<it  niiil  tliiiitli-N,  ami  wilii  llii>  iliitc  IHTS.  Tlii'  ri'iiiiiiiiili>r  of  tint  coiling  it 
nrran>(i'il  in  I'iri'iiiiir  uinl  |Ki|y^oiiul  i'oiu|iiirliiii'iili*,  willi  lliii  Sfiittii*li  liioii  Unm/mnf,  and 
(ho  Iiion  Sttitiint  (inntnnf,  m  in  tho  FaiKliih  rriKl,  nltfrnuti'ly.  Tlio  walU  of  tliii)  qiarU 
nifiit  aru  |iam>ll('(l  in  womi,  ami  iK'i'oriilcil  in  tin*  vrry  riclicHt  ittylit  of  old  Norric'ii'  art, 
jiiMtifyin^t  liiM  rluiiii  to  rank  aiiioii>;  tlii>  lamUi'a|M'  |iaiiit('rii  of  St'otlaml.  Kvi>ry  intncl  in 
tho  room,  on  iihuttt<rN,  wiiIIm  ami  iloorN,  i-oiitaiiiM  a  ilil)i>ri>nt  lamlHi'a|it<,  Moniu  of  thorn 
vxeciiti'd  with  ^roat  spirit;  cvi'ii  tlii>  ki'yittoiii>  of  an  ari'lii'il  ri'i'i'nii  hint  a  mitMk  |Hkiiiti>d  on 
it,  and  the  I'll'i'it  of  tho  wlmlo  iH  itiiiKiiiarly  liciiiiliful,  mitwitliHtamling  the  iigury  thai 
many  of  tiio  |iikintiiix>t  havu  MUMtaincd. 

Thin  Hill!  old  inaiiHion  wiim  ori^'inaily  the  ronidcnro  of  Sir  dohn  Smith  of  Orotham, 
I'rovott  of  Kdinhiir^rli,  who,  in  Id.'iO,  wiih  one  of  the  ronimiNNiotifri*  choHori  hy  tho  Com* 
mittvo  of  Stato,  to  oonvoy  tho  loyal  aHNiiriinooH  of  tlio  nation  to  CharlcM  II,  at  Hrodii, 
taking  witli  thorn,  at  tho  Maiiio  timo,  "Tho  Covonant  to  ho  Hiilmoryvit  iiy  Iuh  Mi\jOHtio."* 
So  rooont,  wo  may  add,  liax  lioon  tlio  doxortion  of  thin  looalily  hy  tho  woalthior  citi/oiiH  of 
Kdinhur^h,  that  tlio  lato  i'rofoHMor  I'illaiii),  who  lon^  oooiipiod  tho  Chair  of  Humanity 
in  tho  Univoritity  of  Kdinhurgh,  \viip«  horn  and  hroiijrhl  up  within  thu  Hamu  unuiout 
dwoiiin^. 

Tho  iniior  court,  of  which  wo  fiiriilKh  an  oii);riiviii>;,  ix  a  iioat,  o|ion,  paved  H(|uarp,  that 
Ktill  lookrt  ax  thou>;h  it  iniKht  atl'ord  u  tilting  roHidonoo  for  tho  old  oourtiorit  of  lltdyrood. 
Thu  huildiii);  wiiicli  faoox  tiio  visitor  on  pHHnin^'  tiiroii|;h  tho  Mci'oud  lnrf;o  archway,  hn« 
loll);  hoon  ropirdod  with  intorcMt  ax  tho  roxidcnco  of  llailio  Macmoran,  one  of  tho  Mik^iii- 
tratcs  of  Kdinhtir^'h  in  tho  roi;i;n  td'  iIiiiiioh  VI.,  who  wax  xhot  doiul  hy  one  of  tho  llif^h 
Sciiool  hoyx,  during  a  harriiiK-out  or  rohollion  in  tho  year  l.'iU.'i.  Tho  luokloxx  youth  who 
iirod  thu  raxh  xiiot  wax  Williiim  Sinclair,' a  xon  of  tho  C'hanoelior  of  Caithnoxx,  and 
owing  to  thix  ho  wax  allowod  to  oxcapo,  hix  futhor'x  |Hiwor  and  intluonco  licing  too  great 
to  BUtler  tho  law  to  take  its  courxo.  Until  tho  doniolition  of  tho  Old  High  Schoid  in  1777, 
tho  boyx  uxod  to  point  out,  in  one  part  of  tho  hiiildiiig,  what  wax  called  thu  linilic't 
Wimloir,  heiiig  that  through  which  the  fatal  xhot  had  boon  Iirod. 

Tho  iiailio'x  initialx,  I.  M.,  are  vixilile  over  oilhor  end  of  the  pediment  that  surmountd 
the  building,  and  tho  cloxe  ix  xtyled,  in  all  the  earlier  titles  of  the  projiorty,  Maemorau'u 
C'luxe.*    After  paxxing  through  xoveral  general ioiix  of  the   Macmoranx,   thu  housu  was 

I  AinuDg  tliH  Lilt  o(  Subacribcni  to  the  firiit  cilitiim  (if  Ilaiiiaay'i  Puemi,  |iublUhe<l  in  17>1,  are  tli«  name*  of  Jamei 
Nurrie  aiid  Jukii  .Siiiibart  (tliu  (riuuil  u(  the  pott),  Paiiilirii. 

•  Nict.l'ii  Diary,  \t.  4. 

>  "  Williaiii  iiiuclair,  tone  to  William  Sinclair,  C'liannli'r  uf  C'utnca There  wea  ano  number  iit 

achollaria,  bcliiK  Krntlenit'n'a  bairiia,  made  ane  uiiiitiiiiu I'litliu  tlie  haill  towneaiiien  ran  to  the  afhooll, 

aiul  tuilt  tho  aaid  bairna  anil  put  yaiiiu  in  tlio  Tulbuith,  but  tho  haill  Imirim  wor  Ictten  frio  w'uut  hurto  duno  to  ynme  for 
yo  aauif,  w.in  auu  abort  tynio  jrairuttir." — Itirrt'U'a  Wary,  p.  il.'i. 

*  Thia  close  atrorili  a  wry  gmxl  vxanipln  i>f  the  fmpu'nt  cliungra  of  name,  to  which  nuarly  thu  whuto  uf  thuni  were 
iubjcutcil  i  thu  laat  occuiuint  uf  note  (jeucnilly  supplying  bin  name  to  thu  reiildunce  uf  bia  aucceaaur,  It  ia  atyled  io 
the  varioiu  tltlea,  Mavniorau'a,  Hir  John  Sniitb'a,  Itoyatou'i,  anil  KliMle'a  Cloae. 
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nc  quired  by  Sir  John  Clerk  of  Pennycuik.  By  him  it  was  gold  to  8ir  lloderick  Mackenzie 
of  PreBton  Hall,  appointed  a  aenator  of  the  College  of  Justice  in  1702,  who  resided  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  house,  at  the  same  time  that  Sir  James  Mackenzie,  liord  Royston,  third 
son  of  the  celebrated  Earl  nf  Cromarty,  "  one  of  the  wittiest  and  most  gifted  men  of  his 
time,"  occupied  the  lower  flat.  Here,  therefore,  in  all  probability,  his  witty  and  eccentric 
daughter,  Anne,  was  born  and  brought  up.  This  lady,  who  married  Sir  William  Dick  of 
Prestonficld,  carried  licr  humorous  pranks  tu  an  excess  scarcely  conceivable  in  our  decorous 
days ;  sallying  out  occasionally  in  search  of  adventures,  like  some  of  the  maids  of  honour 
of  Charles  the  Second's  Court,'  dressed  in  male  attire,  with  her  maid  for  a  squire,  and  out- 
vying them  in  the  extravagance  of  her  proceedings.  She  seems  indeed  to  have  possessed 
more  wit  than  discretion.  Some  of  her  poetical  lampoons  have  been  privately  printed  by 
C.  K.  Sharpe,  Esq.,  in  a  rare,  though  well-known  little  volume,  entitled,  "  A  Ballad 
Book,"  and  furnish  curious  specimens  of  the  notions  of  delicacy  at  the  period. 

Half  a  dozen  more  Provosts,  Baronets,  and  Lords  of  Session,  might  be  mentioned  as 
the  old  occupants  of  this  aristocratic  quarter,  but  it  will  probably  interest  the  reader  more 
to  learn  that  "  Tlie  laigh  tenement  of  land  "  was  "  sometime  possessed  by  Jean  Straiton, 
relict  of  the  deceased  Mr  David  Williamson,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  at  the  West  Kirk," — 
the  well-known  "  Daintie  Davie  "  of  Scottish  song,  who,  if  tradition  has  not  wronged  him, 
had  "  worn  out  six  wives,"  ere  Jean  Straiton,  the  seventh,  contrived  to  survive  him.  He 
was  one  of  the  ejected  ministers  in  1005,  and  was  restored,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  parish- 
ioners, in  1080,  although  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  then  under  siege  in  the  Castle,  contrived 
to  keep  him  out  of  his  church  for  some  months  thereafter,  and  left  the  ancient  fabric  well- 
nigh  reduced  to  ruins  ere  he  surrendered  the  fortress.'  His  grave  is  still  pointed  out  in 
the  churchyard  of  St  Cuthbert's,  though  there  is  no  other  inscription  over  it  than  his 
initials  on  the  enclosing  wall,  to  mark  the  spot  where  he  is  laid. 

The  accompanying  engraving  renders  a  detailed  description  of  the  ancient  court  un- 
necessary. One  feature,  however,  is  worthy  of  special  notice,  viz.,  the  antique  carved  oak 
shutters  with  which  the  lower  half  of  one  of  the  windows  is  closed,  forming  the  finest 
specimen  of  this  obsolete  fashion  now  remaining  in  Edinburgh. 

To  the  east  of  this  anc'ent  quadrangle,  there  stood,  till  within  these  few  years,  the  old 
town  residence  of  the  Buccleuch  family,  entering  from  Fisher's  Close,  demolished  obout 
1835,  to  moke  way  for  Victoria  Terrace;  and  immediately  beyond  this,  in  Brodie's 
Close,  there  still  remains,  in  the  Roman  Eagle  Hall,  an  exceedingly  beautiful  specimen 
of  a  large  anj  highly  decorated  ancient  saloon.  Tliis,  however,  falls  to  be  treated  of  in 
another  chapter ;  but  the  same  old  close — ere  the  besom  of  modern  "  improvement  " 
swept  over  it  with  indiscriminate  destruction — contained  various  dwellings,  pleasingly 
associated  with  the  memories  of  some  of  Edinburgh's  worthiest  citizens  in  "  The  Olden 
Time." 

On  the  east  side  of  an  open  court,  immediately  beyond  the  Itoman  Eagle  Hall,  stood 
the  ancient  mansion  of  the  Littles  of  Craigmillar,  bearing  below  a  large  moulded  and 
deeply  recessed  stone  panel,  WILLIAME  *  1570  *  LITIL,  and  on  six  shields,  underneath 
as  many  crow-stepped  gables,  were  the  initials,  V.  L.,  boldly  cut  in  various  forms. 

Williom  Little  ond  his  brother,  Clement,  may  justly  be  considered,  along  with  James 

'  Orammont  Memoirn.  '  Hist,  of  We»t  Kirk,'pp.  7fi-84. 
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Lawion,  tho  colleague  and  Buccessor  of  Knox,  the  true  founders'  of  "  King  Jamea'a  Col- 
lege;" that  royal  pedant  having  in  reality  bestowed  little  more  on  the  University  than  a 
charter  and  his  name  1  In  1580,  Clement  Little,  advocate  and  commissary  of  Edinburgh, 
dedicated  all  his  books,  consisting  of  three  hundred  volumes,  *'  for  tho  beginning  of  ane 
library," — the  undoubted  foundation  of  that  magnificent  collection  which  the  College  now 
possesses.  This  generous  gift  was  bestowed  during  his  lifetime,  und  the  volumes  "  were 
put  up  in  Mr  James  Luwson's  galery,  an  part  of  the  lodgings  appoynted  fur  the  ministry, 
situated  where  the  Parliament  House  is  now  found." ' 

James  Lawson  is  well  known  for  his  uncompromising  resistance  to  the  schemes  of 
King  James  for  "  re-establishing  tho  state  of  bishops,  flatt  contrare  tho  determination  of 
the  kirk."  On  the  assembly  of  the  Estates  for  this  purpose  in  1584,  the  King  sent  word 
to  the  Magistrates  to  seize  and  imprison  any  of  the  ministers  who  should  venture  to  speak 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament.  James  Lawson,  however,  with  his  colleague 
Walter  Balcanquall,  nothing  daunted,  not  only  preached  against  these  proceedings  from 
the  pulpit,  but  the  latter  appeared,  along  with  Mr  Robert  Pont,  at  the  Cross,  on  the 
heralds  proceeding  to  proclaim  the  act,  and  publicly  protested,  and  took  instruments 
in  the  name  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  against  them,  in  so  fur  as  they  prejudiced  the 
former  liberties  of  the  kirk.  "  Arran  made  manie  vowes  that  if  Mr  Jumes  Lawson's 
head  were  as  great  as  an  hay  stacke,  he  would  cause  it  leap  from  his  hawse  !  "  *  Both  he 
and  his  colleague  were  accordingly  compelled  to  make  a  precipitate  flight  to  England, 
where  James  Lawson  died  the  same  year ;  *  Walter  Balcanquall,  however,  returned  after- 
wards to  his  charge.  Two  years  later,  in  1580,  we  find  him  preaching  before  the  King, 
"  in  the  Great  Kirk  of  Edinburgh,"  when  "  the  King,  after  sermoun,  rebooked  Mr  Walter 
publiclie  from  his  seat  in  the  loaft,  and  said  he  would  prove  there  sould  be  bishops  I " 
&c.  The  royal  arguments  were  not  altogether  thrown  away,  as  it  would  seem;  the 
young  Walter,  son  of  the  good  man, — having  probably  listened  to  this  rebuke  from  "  the 
minister's  pew," — afterwards  became  the  well  known  Dr  Balcanquall,  Dean  of  Durham 
and  Bochester,  "  sjiecial  favorite  to  King  James  VL  and  King  Charles  L  ;  "  to  whom  his 
relative,  George  Heriot,  committed  the  entire  regulation  and  oversight  of  his  magnificent 
foundation.' 

Clement  Little  also  bore  his  share  in  the  troubles  of  the  period.  On  the  28th  of  April 
1572,  proclamation  was  made  at  the  Cross,  "  that  Mr  Robert  Maitland,  Dene  of  Aberdene, 
ane  of  the  senatouris  of  the  College  of  Justice,  and  Mr  Clement  Littill  and  Alexander 
Sim,  advocattis,  commissaris  of  Edinburgh,  wes  present  in  Leith,  partakaris  with  the 
King,  and  rebellia  to  the  Queue  and  her  lieutcunentis,  thairfoir  dischargit  thame  of  tlmir 
ofiices,  in  that  pairt  for  euver."  °  The  proclamation  would  appear,  however,  to  have  led 
to  no  consequences  of  very  permanent  import. 


'  Bower'a  Hut.  of  th6  University,  vol.  i.  p.  69.  •  Craufurd"«  Hi«t.,  p.  20.  '  Calilerwood,  vol.  iv.  p.  65. 

'  The  following  items  from  the  will  of  Mr  James  Lawson,  including  a  bequest  to  bis  colleague,  are  curious  '. — 
*'  Intprimit,  Yee  sail  deliver  to  the  Frcncbe  Kirk  at  London,  three  angells,  to  be  distributed  to  their  poore.  Item,  Tu 
Haistrease  Vannoll,  who  keeped  me  in  my  aicknesse,  an  angull.  Item,  I  will  that  uiy  loving  brother,  Mr  James  Car- 
michaell,  sail  boa  a  ro$e  nolle  instautlie,  and  deliver  it  to  my  dcero  brother  and  loving  friend  Hr  Walter  Balcalquall, 
who  hath  beene  so  carcfuU  of  uc  at  all  times,  and  cheefelio  in  time  of  this  my  present  sicknesso  ;  to  rcmaiue  with 
him  as  a  perpetuall  tokiu  and  remembrance  of  my  speoiall  love  and  thankful!  heart  towards  him." — C'alderwood's  liial., 
vol.  iv.  p.  206. 

■  Dr  Steven's  Memoir  of  0.  Heriot,  Appendix,  p.  148.  '  Diurnal  uf  Ooourreuts,  p.  29£. 
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The  Bon  and  nnmcinke  of  tho  first  William  Little  was  Provont  of  Edinburgh  in  1501, 
and  helped  to  complete  the  work  which  his  gcnerouH  relatives  had  so  well  begun.  On  the 
election  of  a  librarian,  in  tho  year  1047,  we  find  the  MagistrateB  showing  a  grateful  sense 
of  their  obligations  to  these  noble  benefactors  of  tho  town,  by  appointing  a  descendant  of 
theirs  to  the  office.  "  Many  favoured  Mr  Thomas  Speir,  son  of  an  honest  family,  laureat 
at  the  Lambas  preceeding,  especially  in  regard  of  his  grandfather,  William  Little,  Provost, 
a  most  especial  friend  to  tho  Colledge,  and  his  great  grand-uncle,  Mr  Clement  Little, 
commissary  of  Edinburgh,  who  gave  the  first  being  to  the  library."' 

Tlic  house,  although  occupied  towards  the  close  of  last  century  as  the  SlierifF-clerk's 
chamlwrs,  remained  an  entailed  property  in  the  possession  of  Clement  Little's  descendants, 
nntil  its  demolition,  and  the  principal  carved  stones  are  now  preserved  in  the  garden  at 
Inch  House.  According  to  the  traditions  of  last  century,  as  Creech  informs  us  in  his 
"  Fugitive  Pieces,"  this  interesting  old  mansion  formed  the  residence  of  Cromwell  during 
part  uf  tho  time  he  resided  in  Edinburgh,'  possibly  while  engaged  in  the  siege  of  the 
Castle.  This  close,  which  bears,  in  the  earliest  titles  of  property  within  it,  the  name  of  its 
old  residenter,  Clement  Little,  ap{)cars  in  Edgar's  map  of  1742,  as  Lord  Cullen's  Close,  so 
that  here  also  resided  that  eminent  lawyer  and  judge.  Sir  Francis  Grant  of  Cullen,  who,  in 
'  180,  almost  singly  swayed  the  whole  Scottish  nation,  when  vacillating  between  the  feudal 
!'  go  due  to  the  old  line  of  kings,  and  their  sense  of  violated  rights  by  its  latest 
■s.  itative ;  and  to  whoso  influence  was  mainly  owing  the  happy  consistency  of  the 
....^ctirth  Parliament  in  their  declaration  that  King  James  had,  by  his  own  act,  forfeited 
his  tlirone,  and  left  it  vacant.  He  was  raised  to  the  bench  in  1709,  yet,  though  thus  acute 
on  other  people's  matters,  Lord  CuUcn  was  so  utterly  regardless  about  his  owu,  that  his 
more  shrewd  and  calculating  spouse  was  accustomed  to  have  all  questions  relating  to  his 
own  property  represented  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  "  case ;  "  and  having  obtained  his 
opinion  as  a  lawyer,  she  took  the  advice  for  her  direction,  without  troubling  him  with 
further  information  ns  to  whom  it  concerned.  His  friend,  Wodrow,  has  recorded  in  his 
history  the  closing  scene  of  his  life, — a  scene  which  we  may  associate  with  the  ancient 
alley  that  bore  his  name : — "  Brother,"  said  he  to  one  who  informed  him  of  his  mortal 
illness,  "  you  have  brought  me  the  best  news  ever  I  heard  I "  And  the  historian  adds,  in 
figurative  depiction,  "  That  day  when  he  died  was  without  a  cloud  I  " 

The  transition  is  great  from  this  single-minded  and  upright  judge  to  the  next 
occupant  who  gave  his  name  to  the  close,  which  it  stiii  retains,  that  of  William,  or,  as  he 
was  more  generally  called.  Deacon  Brodie.  Tliis  notorious  character,  who  was  executed 
at  the  Old  Tolbooth  on  the  Ist  of  October  1788,  resided  in  the  same  elegant  mansion 
as  had  previously  been  the  abode  of  such  very  dificrent  persons, — a  suitable  enough 
dwelling  for  one  who  stood  high  in  repute  as  a  wealthy  and  substantial  citizen,  imtil  the 
daring  robbery  of  the  Excise  Office  in  Chessel's  Court,  Canongate,  brought  to  light  a  long- 
continued  system  of  housebreaking,  scarcely  ever  ourpassed  in  reckless  audacity.' 

The  principal  apartment  in  the  house  was  lofty  and  elegant  in  its  proportions.  A 
largo  arched  window  gave  light  to  it  from  tho  west,  and  a  painting  on  tho  panelling, 


'  Craufurd"»  Hist.,  p.  159.  '  Edinburgh  Fugitive  Piece*,  p.  61. 

'  For  ■  particular  account  of  thi«  worthy,  see  Ka;'a  Portrait*,  toI.  i.  p.  256. 
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repreaenting  the  Adoration  of  the  Wiie  Men,  wm  said  to  be  the  work  of  Alexander 
Runcimnn. 

We  have  endeavoured  thus  far  to  conduct  the  rea<ler  through  this  portion  of  the 
ancient  capital,  pointing  out  the  various  aasociationfi  calculated  to  excite  sympathy  or 
interest  in  connection  with  its  time-honoured  scenes.  But  all  other  objects  of  attraction 
to  the  local  historian,  within  this  district,  must  yield  before  those  of  the  Old  Bank  Close, 
the  site  of  which  was  very  nearly  that  of  the  present  paving  of  Melbourne  Place.  The 
antique  mansion,  that  formed  the  chief  building  in  this  close,  excited  very  great  and 
general  attention  from  the  time  that  it  was  exposed  to  view  in  opening  up  the  approach 
to  Qeorge  IV.'s  Bridge,  until  its  demolition  in  1834,  to  make  way  for  the  central 
buildings  of  Melbourne  Place,  that  now  occupy  its  site.  It  stood  immediately  to  the  east 
of  William  Little's  Land,  already  described,  in  Brodic's  Close,  from  which  it  was  only 
partially  separated  by  a  very  narrow  gutter  that  ran  between  the  two  houses,  leaving  them 
united  by  a  mutual  wall  nt  the  north  end. 

Tills  ancient  building  was  curiously  connected  with  a  succession  of  eminent  and 

influential  men,  and  with  important  historical  events 
of  various  eras,  from  the  date  of  its  erection  until  a 
comparatively  recent  period.  "  Gourhiy's  House," 
for  so  it  continued  to  be  called  nearly  to  the  last, 
was  erected  in  1500,  as  appeared  from  the  date  on  it, 
by  Robert  Qourlay,  burgess,  on  the  site,  and,  partly 
at  least,  with  the  materials  of  an  old  religious  house. 
Little  further  is  known  of  its  builder  than  the  fact 
that  he  had  been  a  wealthy  and  influential  citizen, 
who  enjoyed  the  favour  of  royalty,  and  made  the 
most  of  it  too,  notwithstanding  the  pious  averment  sculptured  over  his  door,  0  LORD 
IN  THE  IS  AL  MY  TRAI8T.'  This  appears  no  less  from  numerous  grants  of 
privileges  and  protections  of  rights,  among  the  writs  and  evidents  of  the  property, 
attested  by  King  James's  own  signature,  than  by  the  very  obvius  jealousy  with  which 
his  favour  at  Court  was  regarded  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

One  of  these  royal  mandates,  granted  by  the  King  at  Dumfries,  2l8t  June  1588,  sets 
forth,  "  Lyke  as  ye  said  Robert  Gourlay  and  Helen  Cruik,  his  spouse,  has  raisit  ane  new 
biggin  and  wark  upon  ye  waste  and  ground  of  their  lands  and  houses  foresaid,  wherein 
they  are  qunrelled  and  troubled  for  enlarging  and  outputing  of  ye  east  gavill  and  dyke  of 
their  said  new  wark,  on  witli  ye  bounds  of  ye  auld  bigging  foundit  and  edified  thereupon, 
of  design,  and  presumed  to  have  diminished  and  narrowit  ye  passage  of  ye  foresaid  transe 
callit   Mauchains    Close,   &c.,'  Wc,   therefor, give  and  grant   special   liberty 


'  On  the  demolition  of  the  building,  the  words  "  0  Lordf'  which  extended  beyond  the  lintel  of  the  door,  were  found 
to  be  carved  on  oak,  and  so  ingeniously  let  into  the  wall  that  this  had  escaped  observation.  One  could  almost  fancy  that 
the  subservient  courtier  had  found  his  abbreviated  motto  liable  to  a  mure  personal  construction  than  wau  quite  agreeable. 

'  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  same  writ,  the  property  is  styled  "  ye  lands  of  umq'*  Alexander  Mauthiuie,  and  now  of  ye 
said  Robert  Qourlay."  We  learn  from  ftlaitland,  that  in  the  year  1511,  *'  the  Town  Council  twoards  enlarging  the  said 
Church  of  St  Oiles,  bought  of  Aler-ander  Mauchanen,  four  lauds  or  tenements,  in  the  Booth-raw,"  or  Luckenbouths. — 
Uaitland's  Hist.,  p.  180.    This  can  scarcely  be  doubted  to  be  the  same  indivi<lual. 

VioNBrii! — Carved  Stone  from  Old  Bank  Close,  in  the  possession  of  C  K.  Sharpe,  Enj. 
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to  accoinpliali  thu  foroiaid  biggiug,"  ka,  Thii  roynl  niundato  not  iieeniiiig  to  have  pro- 
duced the  reitdy  ac(iuic8ccuco  that  wuh  doubtlcM  anticiptcd,  King  Jumci,  in  the  following 
August,  a88unic8  the  iin|icrativo  modu, — "  Whorcaa  the  Haid  Itobert  Gourlay  is  quarelled 
and  troubled  for  diniiniHhing  of  yo  broid  and  largoncaii  of  yo  pasaago  thereof,  by  use  and 
wont ;  albeit  ye  aoid  venuel  be  na  common  nor  free  paaaago,  lyko  us  ye  anmu  huth  not  been 
thia  long  time  bygano,  being  only  ane  atay  hill  beaouth  ye  aaid  new  wark,  uiid  novir  calaayit 
nor  uait  ua  ime  oppcn  and  comoun  vcnnall,  lyke  as  na  manner  of  pcraonca  haa  now,  nor 
can  juatlio  plead  ony  riuht  or  entrio  to  yo  aaid  vennal,  q"*  be  all  lawia  inviolable  obaervit 
in  tymua  bygano  haa  {wrtaiuit,  and  aucht  to  porteno  to  US ; "  and  to  make  auro  of  the 
matter  thia  time,  hia  Mi\jcaty  cloaca  by  authorising  the  building  of  a  dyke  ucroaa  the  oloae, 
"  notwithstanding  that  ye  said  transe  and  venuall  have  been  at  ony  time  of  before,  reputa 
or  haldon  ane  comoun  and  free  passage  1  " 

The  result  of  thia  mandate  of  royalty  would  appear  to  have  been  the  erection  of  the  hnuse 
at  the  foot  of  the  clone, — the  only  other  building  that  hud  an  entrance  by  it, — apparently 
as  the  dwelling  for  hia  son,  John  Gourlay.  This  ancient  edifice  possessed  a  national  interest 
as  having  iMicn  the  place  where  the  carlioat  banking  institution  in  Scotland  was  established. 
Tlie  Dunk  of  Scotland,  or,  us  it  was  more  generally  styled  by  our  ancestors,  the  Old  Bank, 
continued  to  curry  on  nil  ita  business  there,  within  the  narrow  alley  that  bore  its  name, 
until  the  completion  of  the  extensive  erection  in  Dunk  Street,  whither  it  removed  in  1805. 
The  house  bore  the  date  1588,  the  sumo  year  as  that  of  the  royal  mandates  authorising  ita 
erection,  and  on  nu  upright  stone  panel,  on  its  north  front,  a  device  was  sculptured  repre- 
senting several  stalks  of  wheat  growing  out  of  bones,  with  the  motto,  SPES  ALTERA 
VlTiE,  The  aamo  ingenious  emblem  of  the  resurrection  may  atill  be  seen  on  the  fine 
old  range  of  buildings  op])osite  the  Canongute  Tolbooth. 

The  only  notice  of  Ilobert  Oourluy  we  have  been  able  to  discover  occurs  in  Calder- 
wood's  History,  and  is  worth  extracting,  for  the  illustration  it  uiibrds  of  the  extensive 
jurisdiction  the  kirk  was  disposed  to  assume  to  itself  in  hia  day : — "  About  thia  time, 
Itobert  Gourlay,  an  elder  of  the  Kirk  of  Edinburgh,  was  ordeanned  to  mak  his  publict 
repentance  in  the  kirk  upon  Friday,  the  28th  May  [1574], /w  transporting  nheote  out  of 
the  countrie."  The  Regent,  however,  interfered,  and  interposed  his  licence  as  sufficient 
security  against  the  threatened  discipline  of  the  church.' 

John  Gourluy  is  styled  in  some  of  his  titles  "  customar,"  that  is,  one  who  "  taka  taxa- 
tiounis,  custumis,  or  dcwtcis ; " '  and  his  father  also,  in  all  probability,  occupied  a 
situation  of  some  importance  in  the  royal  household ;  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  it  was 
altogether  "  out  of  mere  love  and  gudc  will  "  that  King  James  was  so  ready  to  secure 
to  him  the  absolute  control  over  the  close  wherein  he  built  his  house.  It  was  a  building 
of  peculiar  strength  and  massivencss,  and  singuittrly  intricate  in  iU  arrangements,  even 
for  that  period.  Distinct  and  substantial  stone  attiira  led  from  nearly  the  same  point 
to  separate  parts  of  the  mansion ;  and  on  its  demolition,  a  most  ingeniously  contrived 
secret  chamber  was  discovered,  between  the  ceiling  of  the  first  and  the  floor  of  the  second 
story,  in  which  were  several  chests  full  of  old  deeds  and  other  papers.'  A  carved  stone, 
at  the  side  of  the  highest  entrance  in  the  close,  bore  a  shield  with  a  martlet  on  it, 

■  Calderwood,  vol,  iil,  p.  328.  '  ViJi  JaniiesoD's  Scottiah  Diotiuuar;. 

'  Now  iu  tbe  Chamb«ra  of  thu  IinpruTementa  Cummuuion. 
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■nrmnnnted  by  the  initial*  It  G.  i  the  arrangoment  of  the  interior  memo'  to  hnve 
been  denigncd  with  a  view  to  its  occaaional  lulMliviiiion  for  the  separate  lixlgmcnt  of 
illiutrioug  occupant*.  A  projecting;  tnrret,  which  appear*  in  our  enf^raving,  cnclo*ed 
a  Rpiral  *tono  *tnir,  each  of  the  *topH  of  which  wa*  curiouily  hollowed  in  front  into  the 
aegment  of  a  circle.  Tlii*  *tnir  afforded  acco*«  to  a  imall  room  in  the  highcRt  floor  of 
the  hou*e,  which  tradition,  a*  well  a*  the  appearance  of  the  apartment,  pointed  out  ai 
the  place  of  durance  of  the  various  noble  captive*  that  found  a  pri*on  within  ii*  old  wall*. 
An  ai\joining  clo*et  wn*  alio  shown,  where  the  lockmnn  waa  «aid  to  have  *lept,  while  in 
waiting  to  do  hi*  last  ofHce  on  Ruch  of  them  a*  *pent  there  the  clo*ing  hour*  of  life. 
Popular  rumour  even  Ronght  to  add  to  the  number  of  thcRo  aRRociationR,  by  aRsigning  the 
former  apartment  a*  that  in  which  the  Earl  of  Argylo  spent  the  last  night  before  his 
execution  ;  where  one  of  his  unjirincipled  and  lawless  judges  was  struck  with  astonish- 
ment and  remorse  on  finding  his  victim  in  a  sweet  and  tranquil  slumber  only  a  few  hours 
before  passing  to  the  scnfi'old.  • 

At  the  period  of  Argylc's  execution,  however,  a.d.  IrtS.'i,  this  private  stronghold  of 
James  VI.  hail  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  subservient  cuttomara,  into  the  possession  of 
the  descendants  of  Sir  Tliomas  Hope, — one  of  the  most  resolute  opponents  of  the  aggres- 
sions of  royalty, — who  were  little  likely  to  suffer  their  dwelling  to  be  converted  into  the 
state  prison  of  the  bigoted  James  YII. ;  while  it  is  clearly  stated  by  Wodrow,  that  the 
unfortunate  Argyle  was  brought  directly  from  the  Castle  to  the  Laigk  Council  Room, 
thence  to  be  conducted  to  execution. 

Very  soon  after  the  erection  of  Qourlay's  house,  it  became  the  residence  of  Sir  William 
Durie,  governor  of  Berwick,  nnd  commondor  of  the  English  auxiliaries,  during  the  memor- 
able siege  of  the  Castle  in  1.5T3;  ond  thither, — on  its  surrender,  after  the  courageous 
defence,  of  which  a  brief  account  has  already  been  given,' — the  i;allant  Sir  William 
Kirkoldy  of  Grange,  and  his  brother,  with  the  liord  Hume,  liethington,  Pittadrow,  the 
Countess  of  Argyle,  the  Lndy  liCthington,  and  the  liady  Grange,  were  conducted  to  await 
the  bloody  revenge  of  the  Regent  Morton,  and  the  heartlpssness  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  that 
consigned  Sir  William  Kirkaldy  and  his  brother  to  the  ignominious  death  of  felons.' 

David  Moyses,  who  himself  held  nn  office  in  the  household  of  James  VI.,  informs  us 
that  on  the  '.iTtli  of  May  1581,  the  very  yeor  succeeding  that  of  the  royol  mandates  in 
favour  of  Gonrlny,  the  Earls  of  Arran  and  Montrose  possed  from  Edinburgh  with  a  body 
of  armed  men,  to  bring  the  Eorl  of  Morton  from  Dumbarton  Castle,  where  he  was  in  ward, 
to  take  his  trial  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  "  u])on  the  29th  of  May,  the  said  Earl  was  transported 
to  Edinburgh,  ond  lodged  in  Robert  Gourlay's  house,  and  there  keepcd  by  the  waged  men."* 
The  Earl  was  held  there  in  strict  durance,  until  the  Ist  of  June,  ond  denied  all  intercourse 
with  his  friends.    On  that  day  the  citizens  of  the  capital  were  mustered  in  arms  on  the 


'  Ant«,  p.  84. 

*  "  The  noblemen  put  to  the  uld  lieutennentli  liigeing,  callit  Oourlayei  liigeing,  thair  to  remajne  qtihill  farder 
(dtiertieement  come  fra  the  Quene  of  Ingland." — Diurnal  o(  Occiirrenta,  p.  333.  Caldcrwood,  who  furniabn  the  liat  of 
noble  captivea,  mention!  the  Laird  of  Orange  aa  lirought  with  othera  from  the  Abbey  to  the  Croaa  far  eieciition.  Sir 
William  Durie,  we  may  preaume,  declined  to  be  hie  gaoler,  after  hie  death  wa*  determined  on, — "When  ha  law  the 
•cafTold  prepared  at  the  Croce,  the  day  faire,  and  the  aunne  ahyning  cleere,  hia  countenance  waa  changed,"  &0.  Tha 
whole  narrative  ia  curioua  and  minute,  though  too  long  for  inaerting  hera, — Calderwood,  toI.  iii,  p,  384, 

'  Hoyaea'  Hemoira,  p,  63. 
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111^1)  Street, — two  bandi  of  won  of  wur  were  i)l»cod  about  the  Croii,  anJ  two  above  the 
Tolbootb.  "  The  flrit  baud  waited  upou  the  couvoy  uf  the  Krio  of  Morton,  from  the 
loodgiug  to  the  Tolbuith." '  The  crime  for  whiuli  he  waa  conviitud,  wait  a  itlmru  in  the 
murder  of  Darnlcy,  but  eighteen  otliur  hcado  of  inJictnicnt  liod  Imscu  drawn  uji  againvt 
him.  About  lix  in  the  evening,  lie  wrnt  conveyed  baci(  to  hin  lodging  in  tlie  Old  Dank 
Cloie.  He  RUpfied  cheerfully,  and  on  retiring  to  rett,  ilept  till  three  in  the  morning, 
when  he  rose  and  wrote  for  iorae  hours,  and  again  returned  to  his  couch.  In  the 
morning,  he  sent  the  letters  ho  had  written,  by  some  of  the  miuiNters,  to  the  King,  but 
he  refused  to  look  at  them  or  listen  to  their  contents,  or  indeed  do  anything,  "  but 
ranged  up  and  doun  the  tioore  of  his  chamber,  clanking  with  ais  finger  and  his  thowme." 
The  Itegent  had  shown  little  mercy  as  a  ruler,  and  he  hai'.  none  to  hoiie  for  from  King 
James.  On  that  same  day,  he  was  beheaded  at  the  Cross,  by  the  Maiden,  with  all  the 
bloody  formalities  of  a  traitor's  death,  and  his  head  ex|Kised  on  the  highest  [mint  of  the 
Tolbooth.* 

In  the  following  year,  the  same  substantial  mansion, — alternately  prison  and  palace,' 
— was  assigned  as  a  residence  for  Monsieur  do  la  Motte  Kenelon,  the  French  unbassador, 
who  came  professedly  to  mediate  between  the  King  and  his  nobles,  and  to  seek  a  renewal 
of  the  ancient  league  of  amity  with  France.  "  Uc  was  lodged  in  Uourluy's  house,  near 
the  Tolbooth,  and  had  an  audience  of  His  Majesty  \i\tou  the  0th  of  the  said  month  "  of 
.  January.  He  remained  till  the  10th  of  February,  when  "  having  received  a  satisfactory 
answer,  with  a  great  banquet,  in  Archibald  Stewart's  lodgings,  in  Edinburgh,  he  took 
journey  homeward."*  The  banquet  was  given  at  the  King's  request,  to  the  great 
indignation  of  the  clergy,  who  had  watched  with  much  jealousy  "the  traflique  of  Papists," 


'  Calderwood,  rol.  ill,  p.  567. 

'  AnU,  p.  86.—"  He  wu  ciioutad  kbout  four*  hourm  after  noone,  upon  Frjr dajr,  the  lecund  of  June.  Phaimihint 
itood  .  1  a  tbutt  over  agaiuat  t)-'  oialTuId,  with  bia  large  ruffe*,  dolyting  iu  tlila  apeotocle,  Tbe  Lord  Seton  aud  bi*  two 
aoDoee  ktwxl  Ir  ,  autirH,  *outb-*aat  from  the  Croce.  Hi*  bodie  lay  upon  the  aoiSuld  tiU  eight  boure*  at  even,  and  tber- 
after  wa*  carried  to  tbe  Neather  Tolbuith,  where  It  waa  watobed.  Hia  head  waa  aett  upon  a  priult,  on  the  higbeat  aton* 
of  tbe  gavell  of  the  Tolbuith,  toward  the  publiot  atreet."-  Calderwood,  vol.  iii.  p.  S75. 

The  common  atorjr  told  by  Dr  Jamieaon  and  other  writer*,  about  the  Maiden,  ia  entirely  apocryphal.  It  i*  aaid  that 
tb*  Regent  Uorton  borrowed  the  idea  from  aonie  foreign  country.  Halitax,  in  Yorkabire,  ha*  been  ofteneat  aaalKned 
a*  tbe  place  of  ita  Invention  ;  and  tbe  generally  received  tradition  ii,  that  the  Kegcnt  waa  biuieelf  tbe  firat  who  auffored 
by  it  On  the  3d  of  April  ISdO,  the  Maiden  wa*  uaed  at  tbe  eieoution  of  Thomat  Scut,  an  accomplice  in  tbe  murder 
ol  Rluin,  when  an  entry  appear*  in  the  Town  record*  of  7a  paid  for  conveying  it  from  Blaokfriar*  to  tbe  Croa*.  Tbe 
neit  execution  mentioned,  i*  that  of  tfnry  }'uir,  on  tlie  10th  of  Auguat,  when  Andrew  Uofleraown,  (myth, — who,  at 
the  former  date,  received  Sa.  for  grindhg  of  \f  iVaUrn,— obtain*  a  aimilar  foe  fur  yriitJing  o/ y*  H'lWuio.  We  are 
inclined  to  infer  that  the  aanie  iuatrument  ia  *paken  of  In  both  caaei,  and  that  tbe  fanciful  epithet  wbii:h  tbe  old 
Bcottiah  guillotine  (till  retaina,  waa  given  to  it  on  tbe  former  ocoaaiou,  in  alluaion  to  ita  then  unfle*hod  and  mai'<f<n  axe. 
Tide  p.  80,  It  i*  at  any  rate  obvioua  from  thia,  that  th>:  Maidcu  waa  in  uae  before  the  Earl  uf  Morton  waa  u]>puiuted 
Regent. 

'  Maitland  remark*  (p.  181),  "  The  Old  Tolbootb,  in  the  Dank  Cloae,  in  the  Landnmrket,  «hich  waa  rebuilt  in  the 
year  1662,  i*  *till  *tauding,  on  tbe  weatern  aide  o(  tbe  aaid  close,  with  the  window*  atrongly  stauohellci.1 ;  tbe  email 
dimenaion*  thereof  occoaioned  it*  being  laid  aaide."  We  aball  abow  preaeutly  the  very  dilTerent  character  of  the  ori){iual 
building,  although  there  atill  remain*  the  intermediate  poaaeaaor,  Alexander  Maucbane,  already  montiuued,  unleaa,  aa  i* 
moat  probable,  he  occupied  the  ancient  erection  oa  hia  dwelling.  Tbe  alluaion*  already  tiuuted,  where  the  Tolbooth  i* 
mentionnl  along  with  tbi*  building,  aeom  aufflcient  to  prove  that  that  name  wo*  never  applied  to  it,  although  it 
oocaaionally  ahared  with  the  Tolbootb  tbe  ofliuu*  of  a  priaon, — a  pur{>oae  that  in  reality  pro[>erIy  belonged  to  neither. 
Huyae*  atyle*  it  Oourlay't  Houk,  near  Uie  Tolbooth, — a  true  deacriptiou  of  it — aa  it  wa*  within  a  hundred  yard*  of  the 
Obi  Tolb<joth  or  "  Heart  of  Miillothian." 

*  Moyoe*'  Memoir*,  pp.  73-77.  Archibald  Stewart  appear*  tu  have  been  a  aubatantial  citizen,  who  waa  Provoat  of 
the  city  in  the  year  1678, 
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Hitd  «ii|)«<'inll)r  nf  "  <)ni>  lM>arin(f  ttiu  niniiifi'«t  \mi\n<>  of  Antirliri't,"  vix.,  Iii*t  hmlffo  w  • 
knight  of  thu  ortltT  of  Saint  h'n/irif.'  Tlii'jr  n<Tor<lii«>{ly  iiitiiiinti'<l  tn  their  I'oinfrcjfutioim 
a  day  of  faxtintf  ami  prayer  on  the  (piranion,  w)ii<h  wn*  duly  ohncrvi'd,  while  thu  Krimch- 
nian  wa*  having  hii  farewell  rcpaiit. 

In  the  year  IM8,  the  King  Kent  Hir  Jnniv*  (Stewart,  hrotliur 
of  the  Karl  of  Arran,  to  heiiioKu  liord  Maxwell,  in  thu  Caitls 
of  lioehmahcn,  wliure  liu  wu«  livlievvd  to  have  colltu'ted  a  foreo 
in  reiulincKN  to  ro-o|N<ratc  with  an  i'X|K.'rted  army  from  H|iain, 
aKainiit  thu  K"vernnii>iit,  The  CnNtlu  wan  rendered  on  the 
faith  of  Nafety  proniiiicd  to  the  ptrriNon  liy  Hir  William 
Stewart ;  hut  the  Kin^,  who  had  remained  at  a  prudent  (lino 
tanee  from  dan,i((>r,  now  made  hiii  npiH'aranre,  and  with  charitc- 
terifitic  |H'rHdy,  hnn^ed  thu  mont  of  them  before  the  Caiitle 
gate.  He  returned  to  Kdirdiurgh  thcrrufter,  hringing  with 
him  the  liord  Maxwell,  "  who  waH  warded  in  Kohert  Oour- 
laycV  houD,  and  eommitted  to  the  ruxtodie  of  Hir  William 
Htewart."  Hoareely  a  week  after  thin,  Hir  William  i|uarrellcd 
with  the  Karl  of  Hothwell,  in  the  royal  prenence,  where  caeh 
gave  the  other  the  lie,  in  language  MufHeieutly  uharaeteriMtio 
of  the  rudeneii  of  manners  tlien  prevailing  at  the  (.'ourt  of  Hoiyrood.  They  met 
a  few  doyt)  afterward*  on  the  High  Htreet,  each  nurroundeil  liy  IiIh  retainerH,  when  a 
battle  immediately  enitueil.  Hir  William  was  driven  down  the  Htreet  by  the  Buiwrior 
numbers  of  hi*  oiiiMincntd,  and  at  length  retreated  into  Hhukfriar*'  Wynd.'  There  he 
stabbed  one  of  his  assailantu  who  was  prcsHing  moHt  rIoNcly  on  him,  but  being  unable  to 
recover  his  sword,  he  was  thrunt  through  the  body  by  Hothwell,  and  so  iierishcd  in  the 
affray, — an  occurrence  that  excited  little  notice  at  that  turbulent  itcriod,  cither  from 
the  citizens  or  the  Court,  and  seems  to  have  involved  its  perpetrator  in  no  retributive 
con8equcnccH. 

Tlic  next  occupant  of  note  was  Colonel  Semjiill,  a  cadet  of  the  ancient  family  of  that 
name,  and  an  active  agent  of  '.i.e  Catholic  party,  who  "camu  to  this  countrie,  with  the 
Hpauish  gold  to  the  Popish  Lords."  The  Enrl  of  Huntly,  who  had  »hown  himself  favour- 
able to  the  {''paninh  eniisHary,  was  commanded,  under  |iain  of  treason,  to  a))prchcnd  him  ; 
and  he  also  was  accordingly  warded  in  Hobcrt  Oourhiy's  houxe,  seemingly  at  the  same  time 
with  Lord  Maxwell.  Li  this  ciise,  it  proved  an  insecure  prin(in,  for  he  "  soone  after  brake 
waird  and  escaped,  and  that  by  Huntlie's  moycn  and  aHsistancc ; " "  and  on  the  !.'Oth  of  May  of 
the  following  year,  Huntly  was  himself  a  prisoner,  "  wairded  in  Ilobert  (JourliiyV  house,"' 
from  whence  he  was  soon  afterwards  transferred  to  Uorthwick  Castle.  Hut  not  only  was 
this  ancient  civic  mansion  the  abode  or  prison  of  a  succession  of  eminent  men,  during  the 
troubled  years  of  James  the  Sixth's  residence  in  Hcotland;  we  find  that  the  King  himself, 
in  1503,  took  refuge  in  the  same  substantial  retreat,  during  one  of  those  daring  insurrcctiuus 
of  the  Earl  of  Bothwell,  that  so  often  put  his  Majesty's  courage  to  sore  trial,  and  drove 
him  to  seek  the  i)rotcction  of  the  burgher  force  of  Edinburgh.     "  Tlie  !id  of  Apryle,  the 

'  liirrel'i  Diary,  p.  24.  »  C«Mtr«ooil,  vol.  Iv.  pp,  878-081.  '  Ibiil,  vol.  v.  p.  85. 

Vi(i!<«TTK— Carved  Stono  from  Old  Bank  (-'lose,  in  the  collection  of  A.  O.  EllU,  Kjq. 
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Xl*)ir  twinK  tmlKll  in  Ttolwrt  (li>iirlity'«  luilfriuK,  tit<  i'itini<  to  ih»  ■oftnonv,  mxt  (tM^r,  In  |>r*- 
■rtli'o  of  ihi<  linlll  |i<<l|itll,  he  |iri<Ml>'rit  io  rt'U<-iiK»  Omr*  i'iiii><*,  lit  liitiiim'hii  nil  llie  |iii|iiiU, 
Mill  y'  r»qU)>«lr(  IIk  hitill  |it'i|iU'  III  KdliK  with  llilli  Hirmimt  IIihIiiiiII,  i|iilm  we*  In  l#ith  f'lf 
IIm  lynw." '  Hi*  Mi^i'*ty'«  |>iitlirlii'  I'thnrlHlinii,  nuil  |ir>iMiii<i'«  ,i(  |iii>ti«  uii»l  In  tli«  rmuM 
of  lh«  kirk,  iiHiii  tiiii«ti<ri'ti  ii  (imv  nl'  livii^  viiliiiit>'i>rii,  mUn  |ir<ii'i<tii|iii|  in  |4<iih,  mUt<r» 
llolhwi'll  liiy  with  n  hiHJy  uf  livt  hiiiiilrv<l  hiirM.  Thv  Kinti  KnlUiilly  lu'iulttil  hu  rv<'ruil«  »o 
ImiK  M  thi)  Karl  ri'tri'uli<l  iM'diri'  lliiiii,  (lr«t  "In  Iho  Itiilkhill,  iN'nyiUt  U'ati'rii,"  *  itii<l  llu'ii 
■wny  thriiut(h  lhiiJiliiiK«ti>ii  i  Imt  im  aiHitu'r  iliit  llnlliwiill  turn  hi*  horu'iiiiii  In  fWin  th«iii, 
Ihttii  hiN  Mi^i'aly  dhowi'tl  "Ihi'  livllvr  |ittrt  nf  vulnur "  hy  •  |tri<ti|iilHtii  rctrriti,  snil  iiover 
ilruw  hriillc,  «•>  niny  |  ire  mi  tin',  (ill  hi<  fiiittiil  hiiiiM>lf  niirp  itinrn  Kiifrly  nhi'lli'rt'il  within  lhi> 
|M>tii|  i>f  (iniirUy'ii  (iiw<>,  llnlyriMxl  AliU'y  l>«>iiiK  iiiiii'h  Iihi  lu'ur  Ihi'  ri>i'i>iit  <|iwrttiri  itl* 
thi*  rfU'llintm  Kitrl  to  )m  vriiluriMl  mi  fur  llui  royiil  hImh|i>, 

Knun  Ihii  vnrimu  iiiriilfiitii  wIiIuiimI,  it  it|)|ii<iirii  cviiJiMit  thnt  ltnlM<rt  ilnurlay  wm  not 
only  »  mihiacrvii'iil  I'liiirliiT,  tnil  itUn  lliut  In-  wii*  «n  fur  iU'|»'iiilt>iit  nii  |hi<  Kiiix  -wlmliivcr 
miiy  liiivc  hvt'ii  llii>  tiiiliirv  nf  hin  nrtictt— n*  to  |tliti'tt  liiii  hmi*)'  nt  hi*  Mi\ii*itty'*  fruu  iliii|Ni«itl, 
wlit'iii'vt'r  il  milti'tl  hi*  i  oiivt'iiiciu'i'/  It  i*  wi'lt  kimwii  ihni  KiiiK  •Ihiik'h  wim  very  ron- 
(ii'Mi't'iiilinK  ill  liiit  fuviiui'N  In  hin  ioyitl  i'iti/,i'ii«  nf  Kiliiilmrxh,  luiikiiiK  im  McrupUt,  wht-ii  llit> 
l«r«k>r  of  llnlyrniiil  grpw  Ifiin,  nml  tho  privy  |iiir««)  whd  I'xhfiuntuij,  In  x'vi'  up  hoiiitukcoiiiiiK 
fur  a  tiiiti',  mill  Imnoiir  nm>  nr  nthi'r  of  tliu  lulMtHiitiiil  hiirKht>rit  nf  hio  I'lipitnl  with  b  vinit  of 
liiiiiMcIf  iiikI  hnUMvlinlil !  nr  whi'll  tht>  iitruili'iii<<l  inniiiiioiiii  within  thit  I'lnmM  nf  nhl  Kilin- 
burt(h  iirnvt'tl  iimuilii'it'iit  niiiKly  to  iircniiininilntt)  the  hungry  Irniii  of  I'niirlii'n*,  liu  wnuhl 
Vi-ry  coiiiiiili'rulcly  ilinlrihiiti'  hin  fiivniirH  Ihrntixh  thf  whnlu  lctit(tli  of  tho  tilnno  [  In 
Jiiiiiiiiry  1>MI|,  fnr  i'xiitii|il(>,  nn  wc  Icitrn  fmiii  Mnyitiu,*  when  "the  Kin({  uml  (jiiut'ii'n 
Muji'Mlii'M  |n<l){i'il  thfiiiM'lvi'H  ill  Nii'ol  Ktlwiirirx  hniim',  in  Niililry'x  Wyml,"  tliu  Clmn- 
I'vllnr  witliilri'w  In  Alcxiiniii'r  t'hirk'ti  Iioiiko,  iiI  Iho  ittiint)  wyml  hi'iiil ;  nml,  it  in  luliloil,  "on 
lilt'  Tth  of  Ki'hniury,  the  Kiirl  nf  lliiiilly,  with  hin  frii'iiilM,  tn  ||it<  iiiiiiilH'r  nf  livu  or  «ix 
■I'nrc  linrHi',  imHNi'd  IVoni  IiIm  MuJi'mIv'h  xiiiil  hniuu  in  Kilinhiirj^h,  iiilt'iiiliii)(  to  imimk  to  n 
horMc  riii'u  in  lA.'itli."  \Vi'  iiro  imt  i|uito  Miiri'  if  wn  iiri'  to  umliirMtuml  that  Iht;  whole  «(>  neurit 
Wi'ri'  lU'timlly  liHlf^cm  in  thf  wyml,  hut  it  In  i|iiitu  nhvinm*,  nl  li>a<it,  thut  liin  MiucNty  fonml 
bin  i|imrlt'rM  tliiTo  iiiurh  too  I'onilorliiltli!  to  \n>  likely  U>  iiuit  "  liio  miu\  hoiim' "  in  n  hurry. 
Till'  IVfo  nut',  howi'vi-r,  whirli  wiih  iniitic  of  (iotirhty'it  niniiNioii,  hu'kt'tl  xufh  royal  couiJi'hcvu- 
•inii  to  MWi'i'tcn  tliu  mii'ritii't' ;  it  wim  only  wlii'ii  iti  ninMxivi)  wuIIm  giivo  ((■'I'utt'r  (iroiniiio  of 
vitlV'ty  in  the  tiini'  of  ihinKcr  ihiit  tlitt  Kinj;  iiiuiId  it  hin  iihodu ;  itml  wu  niuy  |iroMiiiiiu  it« 
owner  to  hiive  enjoyed  Noine  more  nuhKtiintiul  k'uetitu  in  return  for  Hueh  vuried  eiiiroiith- 
nientM  mi  Km  U(iUMekee|iinK. 

In  the  yeiir  Iii:i7,  Duvid  Oourhiy,  the  grnmlNon  of  the  huilder,  oidd  thi*  umienl  fiihrin 
to  Hir  TlioniuM  IIo|h<  of  I'riiiKhiill,  the  couriiKediix  itnd  intrepid  iidviKer  td'  the  reeumtnt  clergy 
in  liKHt,  when  the  |Kililii'  hiwyern  of  older  ittiinding  dufiined  rixkiiig  King  Juiiieit'M  diHpieu- 
■uru  by  u|i|K>ariiig  in  tiieir  beliiilf.     In  IttM  liu  wim  rrviitod  King'*  Advoeutu  by  Charlci 

■  Kirrhll'i  IHnry,  p.  3'i.  '  UfiUlriK. 

■  Wii  ura  iiiilolitnl  l<i  Mr  Ii  ClMiiilMni  fur  lh«  rnlluwinit  iiiterntlnii  imU  nil  tlik  lulijnot : —"  In  th«  li«o«n<l  Douk  of 
ChurUira  III  tlia  ( 'aiiuniiata  Council  llutiiv,  I  Hml  Ailuiii,  lliahnp  nl  (IrkiK'y,  k'*'"R  I"  l("''>rt  Onurliiy,  iiiMMn||«r,  *uur 
ftlulUar  urvltur,'  th«  ulflcii  of  iimwougar,  nr  ntlkerat-iiriiiii,  tn  tlio  AbUjr,  with  ii  lularjr  n(  (urt]f  ihjuiiiU  auU  utliur  |i«r- 
iluUltM. " 

'  Mnjulo'n  M»mnlr«,  |),  1»1|,    Anto,  \>.  W. 
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I.,  who  hoped  thereby  to  gain  him  over  from  the  PrcBbytcriniiH.  In  thin,  however,  the 
King  was  coni|ilctcly  disappointed.  At  the  period  of  his  acquiring  Gourlay's  house,  he  was 
actively  engaged  in  organising  the  national  resistance  of  the  liturgy,  and  in  framing  the 
Covenant,  which  was  subscribed  in  the  following  year  by  nearly  the  whole  of  Scotland. 
He  apiHittrs,  from  his  Diary,'  to  have  taken  a  minute  and  affectionate  interest  in  all  that 
concerned  the  members  of  his  numerous  family,  long  after  they  had  left  the  parental  roof. 
The  ancient  mansion  seems  to  have  Iwen  purchased  for  his  son.  Sir  Thomas,  who,  with  his 
elder  brother,  Sir  John  Ho|)e  of  Craigliall,  both  sat  on  the  bcn(;li  while  their  father  was 
Lord  Advocate ;  and  it  being  judged  by  the  Court  of  Session  unbecoming  that  a  father 
should  plead  uncovered  before  his  children,  the  privilege  of  wearing  his  hat  while  pleading 
was  granted  to  him,  and  we  believe  still  belongs  to  his  successors  in  the  office  of  King's 
Advocate,  though  fallen  into  disuse. 

From  Sir  Thomas  Hope  the  npjior  part  of  the  old  mansion  was  purchased  by  Hugh 
Blair,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  and  grnudfathcr,  we  believe,  of  the  eminent  divine  that  bore 
his  name.  From  him  it  came  into  the  possession  of  liord  A1>erueliill,  a  Senator  of  the 
College  of  Justice ;  and  various  other  persons  of  rank  and  note  in  their  day  occupied  the 
ancient  dwelling  ere  it  passed  to  the  plebeian  tenantry  of  modern  times. 

The  most  interesting  of  its  latter  occupants  was  the  celebrated  lawyer  Sir  George  Lock- 
hart,  the  great  rival  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  appointed,  in  the  year  lOdS,  Advocate  to 
the  Prote<!tor  during  life,  and  nominated  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  1085. 
He  continued  at  the  head  of  the  Court  till  the  llcvolution,  and  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  reupiwinted  to  the  office,  hud  he  not  fallen  a  victim  to  private  revenge.  Chicsly  of 
Dairy,  an  unsuccessful  litigant,  exasperated,  as  it  apiicared,  by  a  decree  of  the  Lord  Pre- 
sident awarding  an  aliment  of  1700  mcrks,  or  £03  sterling,  out  of  his  cstAte,  in  favour  of 
his  wife  and  ten  children,  conceived  the  most  deadly  hatred  against  him,  and  openly  declared 
his  resolution  to  be  revenged.  On  Sir  James  Stewart,  advocate,  seeking  to  divert  him  from 
the  puqwse  he  avowed,  he  fiercely  replied, — "  Let  God  and  me  alone ;  we  have  many  things 
to  reckon  betwixt  us,  and  we  will  reckon  this  too !  "  The  Lord  President  was  warned  of 
Cliicsly's  threats,  but  unfortunately  despised  them.  The  assassin  loaded  his  pistols  on  the 
morning  of  Easter  Sunday,  the  31  st  March  1689;  he  went  to  the  New  Kirk, — as  the 
choir  of  St  Giles's  Church  was  then  styled, — and  having  dogged  the  President  home  from 
the  church,  he  chot  him  in  the  bock  as  he  was  entering  the  Old  Hank  Close,  where  he 
resided.  Lady  Ijockhart, — the  nunt  of  the  witty  Duke  of  Wharton, — was  lying  ill  in  bed. 
Alarmed  at  the  report  of  the  pistol,  she  sprang  up,  and  on  learning  of  her  husband's 
murder  rushed  out  int<j  the  close  in  her  night-dress,  and  assisted  in  raising  him  from  the 
ground.  The  assassin,  on  being  told  that  his  victim  had  expired  immediately  on  being 
carried  into  the  house,  coolly  rej)lied, — "  He  was  not  used  to  do  things  by  halves." 

The  murderer  being  taken  red-hand,  and  the  crime  having  been  committed  within  the  city, 
he  was  brought  to  trial  on  the  following  day  before  Sir  Magnus  Prince,  the  Lord  Provost, 
as  High  Sheriff  of  the  city.     Although  he  made  no  attempt  to  deny  the  crime,  he  was  put 

>  The  {ullowing  entry  nppeara  in  liis  Diary,  "  7  January  IS41,  Pnyit  to  David  Qourliiy,  J°  inorkn,  qiihilk  bo  aiBrtnit 
to  b«  awin  to  bim  of  the  pryco  olT  bin  tauement  siiuld  to  my  Bun  Hir  TbomaR,  and  this  gevin  be  biin  to  bie  sone  Thomu 
(Jourlay  qiihon  he  wo*  going  furth  off  the  country."  On  2Stb  Deci'Uil>«r  1G44,  la  tlio  brief  entry,  "Oood  David 
Uuurlay  departit  at  hia  boui  in  Freatounpannia,  about  8  liuura  of  nyclit," — Hope's  Diary,  Bonn.  Club,  pp.  123, 
210. 


THE  LAWN  MARKET. 


179 


to  the  tortnro,  by  gpccial  authority  of  the  EgtatcK,  to  digcovcr  if  ho  had  any  occomplicei.' 
The  very  next  day  lie  was  druf^fj^cd  on  a  hurdle  to  tlio  CroHti,  his  right  hand  struck  off 
while  alive,  and  then  linngod,  with  the  ])istol  about  his  neck,  after  which  his  body  was 
hung  in  chains  on  the  Gallow-lcc,  1>etwcon  Ixiith  and  Edinburgh,  and  his  huiid  affixed  to 
the  West  Port.'  The  Custle  being  then  under  siege,  and  held  out  by  the  Duke  of 
Gordon  on  behalf  of  King  Jnmes,  a  porlcy  was  beat  by  the  besiegers,  for  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  during  the  interment  of  the  President  in  the  Grcyfriars'  Churchyard,  which 
was  readily  grunted.' 

Tiie  house  of  Dairy  Wkmgcd 
latterly  to  William  Kirkputrick, 
Esq.,  of  Allisland,  whose  grandson 
related  to  us  that  the  servants  were 
afraid  to  venture  alone  into  the 
back  kitchen,  and  would  not,  on 
any  consideration,  approach  it  after 
dark,  under  the  belief  that  Chicsly's 
bones  had  l)een    carried  off  by  his 

relatives  and  buried  there,  ond  that  the  ghost  of  the  murderer  haunted  the  spot.  On 
his  grandfather  repairing  the  garden  wall  at  a  later  period,  an  old  stone  seat,  which  stood 
in  a  recess  in  the  wall,  had  to  be  removed,  and  underneath  was  found  a  skeleton,  entire, 
except  the  bones  of  the  right  hand  ; — without  doubt  the  remains  of  the  assassin,  that  had 
been  secretly  brought  thither  from  the  Gallow-lce. 

Great  exertions  were  used  with  the  Improvements'  Commissioners  to  induce  them  to 
preserve  the  interesting  fabric  associated  with  such  various  characters  and  national  events, 
but  in  vain  ; — civic  rulers  are  ever  the  slowest  to  ai-preciato  such  motives.  The  demolition 
of  this,  as  well  as  of  several  surrounding  ImildingM,  brought  to  light  numerous  fragments 
of  an  earlier  erection,  evidently  of  an  ecclesiastical  character,  several  of  which  we  have  had 
engraved.  Tliesc  were  used  simply  as  building  materials,  the  carved  work  being  built  into 
the  wall,  and  the  stones  scpiarcd  on  the  side  ex|)08ed.  Numerous  fragments  of  shafts, 
mullions,  and  the  like,  also  occurred  among  the  ruins  ;  and  an  insiMiction  of  the  earliest 
writs  and  evidents  of  the  ])roperty,  serve  to  show  that  a  building  of  considerable  extent 
had  existed  hero  prior  to  the  Iteformation,  in  connection  with  Cambuskenueth  Abbey. 
It  is  styled,  in  the  ciirliest  of  these,  "  all  and  haill  these  lands,  houses,  and  stables,  biggit 
and  waste,  lying  within  ye  tenement  sometime  pertaining  to  the  Comendutor  and  Convent 
of  Cambuskennetli,"  and  included  both  William  Little's  mansion  to  the  west,  and  a  por- 
tion, at  least,  of  the  buildings  in  Gosford's  Close,  to  the  east.  But  the  most  interesting 
ond  conclusive  evidence  on  this  subject  is  derived  from  these  sculptured  fragments  rescued 
from  the  ruins  of  the  more  recent  building ;  ond  judging  from  them,  and  from  the  plainer 


'  It  ia  a  curiouB  fact  connected  with  the  trial,  that  the  EntnteB  of  Parliament  passed  a  BpecinI  act  empowering  bia 
judges  to  examine  kim  l>y  the  torture,  altliongli,  only  ten  ilays  after  this  trial,  they  declared  King  James  to  have 
forfaulUd  the  Crown,  by  illegal  assumption  and  exercise  of  power,  and  "that  the  use  of  torture,  without  evidence,  is 
contrary  to  law." 

•  Crim.  Registers  of  Kdinburgh.     Arnol's  C'rim.  Trials,  pp.  168-173. 

*  Siege  of  the  Castle  of  Kdinburgh,  1089,  Uaun.  Club,  p.  47. 

Vkihettk.— Carved  stone  from  Old  Hank  Close,  in  the  collection  of  A,  0.  Ellis,  Esq, 
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roIicH  tliiit  uboiindcd  iti  tlie  latter  fabric,  tho  Htiident  of  mcdintvul  urcliitccturc  will  |iro< 
nnuiicc,  tin  Iuhh  confidctitly,  that  iicro  thurn  once  atood  a  Gothic  gtriicture  of  un  ccclcgioi- 
ticiil  character,  uiul  fiiUHlied  in  a  highly  ornate  style,  than  does  the  genlogiHt,  from  the 
fogHil  vertebra  or  polvix,  construct  again  the  magtodon  or  plegioHauruH  of  pre-adamito  crag. 
In  the  three  fragments  of  carved  work  we  have  engraved,'  wc  have  the  exterior  dripstone 
and  corbel  of  n  )H)inted  window ;  a  highly  decorated  portion  of  a  deejily  xplayed  Htring 
conrgc  (not  improbably  from  an  oriel  window),  and  a  corbel,  from  which  wo  may  infer  the 
ribs  of  a  groined  roof  to  have  gprung, — hand  gpccimenx,  as  it  were,  of  both  the  exterior 
and  interior  of  the  fabric. 

Tlie  building  was,  in  nil  likcliliood,  tho  town  mansion  of  tho  ahbot,  with  n  beautiful 
chu]icl  attached  to  it,  and  may  gervo  to  remind  ug  how  little  idea  wc  can  form  of  tho 
beauty  of  the  ScottiHh  capital  before  the  Ileformation,  adorned  ag  it  wag  with  ho  many 
churcheg  and  conventual  buildingg,  tho  very  gitcs  of  which  are  now  unknown.  Over  the 
doorway  of  an  ancient  gtono  laud  in  Oogford'g  Cloge,  which  stood  immediately  to  the  cast 
of  tho  Old  Dank  Close,  there  exiKted  a  curioug  sculptured  lintel,  containing  a  repregentation 
of  tho  OuciHxion,  and  which  may,  with  every  probability,  bo  regarded  as  another  relic  of 
the  abbot's  house  that  onco  occupied  its  site.  We  furnish  a  view  of  this  building  as  it 
latterly  existed,  with  numerous  additions  of  various  dates  and  styleg  that  tended  to 
increase  the  picturesijuoness  of  tho  whole.  In  tho  underground  story  of  the  house  there  was 
a  strongly  arched  cellar,  in  tho  centre  of  tho  floor  of  which  a  concealed  trap-door  was 
discovered,  admitting  to  another  still  lower  down,  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock.  Some  vague 
traditions  were  reported  as  to  its  having  been  a  place  of  torture ;  there  is  much  greater 
probability  that  it  was  constructed  by  smugglers  as  a  convenient  receptacle  for  concealing 
their  goods,  at  a  period  when  tho  North  Loch  afforded  ready  facilities  for  getting  wines 
and  other  forbidden  articles  within  the  gates,  and  enabled  "  an  honest  man  to  fetch  sae 
mucklc  as  a  bit  anker  o'  brandy  frae  licith  to  the  Lawnmarkct,  without  being  rubbit  o' 
the  very  gudes  he  'd  bought  and  jmid  for  by  an  host  of  idle  English  gangers ! " ' 
Directly  over  the  trap-door  an  iron  ring  was  fastened  into  the  arch  of  the  upiwr  cellar, 
opparently  for  the  jmrpose  of  letting  down  weighty  articles  into  the  vault  below.  This 
vault,  we  presume,  still  remains  beneath  the  centre  of  the  roadway  leading  to  George  IV. 
Uridge.  On  the  first  floor  of  this  mansion,  as  Chambers  informs  us,  the  last  Earl  of 
Loudon,  together  with  his  daughter,  the  present  Marchioness  of  Hastings,  used  to  lodge 
during  their  occasional  visits  to  town.  In  1794  the  Hall  and  Museum  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries"  were  at  tho  bottom  of  this  close,  where  the  accommodations  were  both  ample 
and  elegant,  but  in  an  alley  so  narrow,  that  it  was  soon  after  deserted,  owing  to  the 
impossibility  of  reaching  the  entrance  in  a  sedan  chair, — the  usiuil  fashionable  conveyance 
at  that  period.  This  did  not,  however,  prevent  their  being  succeeded  by  Dr  Farquharson, 
an  eminent  physician ;  indeed,  the  whole  neighbourhood  was  tho  favourite  resort  of  the 
most  fashionable  and  distinguished  among  tho  resident  citizens,  and  a  perfect  nest  of 
advocates  and  lords  of  session.  On  the  third  floor  of  the  front  land,  Liuly  Catherine  and 
liady  Ann  Hay,  daughters  of  the  Marcjuis  of  Tweeddale,  resided;  and  so  late  as  1773  it 
was  possessed,  if  not  occupied,  by  their  brother,  George,  Marquis  of  Tweeddale. 


'  Vide,  pp.  172, 170,  179. 


"  Heart  of  Miiilothum,  Plumdamat  loquitur. 
'  Kineaid'a  Traveller's  Companion,  1794. 
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On  tho  wont  »iilo  of  i\w  ( 'outity  Ilnll  there  utill  cxintri  iv  |>5rt  of  i\\v  '♦  trnniiN  "  of  Libber* 
toii'ii  Wynil,  but  hII  ntlu'r  rvtnnini*  liavo  Iwii  nwt'pt  awny  by  the  m»mn  *'  iiii|irnvemont 
niuiiin,"  wlioNU  work  wu  have  itlroiuly  ruconU'il  in  the  iiciKh>M)urinK  clone*.  Thin  wynd 
fornicti,  lit  ouu  period,  one  of  the  |)rinci|inl  tlu)roii)(hrnru«  for  iiedcNtrianH  front  the  faiihioii- 
nbio  dintrict  of  the  CowKitte  to  the  "  liiKli  Town."  Itn  feiitiiruri  did  not  greatly  differ  frnm 
thoite  of  many  other  of  the  old  elonuH,  with  it*  Hiibittitntial  Htone  nianiiouii  eked  out  bore 
and  there  by  irregular  tind)er  |irojecttonH,  until  the  narrow  Ntripo  of  iky  overhead  had 
well-nigh  been  blottetl  out  by  their  overhanging  gablcK.'  The  tnoiit  intcrcxting  feature 
in  the  wynd  wan  Joiinie  Dowie'n  Tavern,  alreiuly  alluded  to,— the  Mermaid  Tavern  of 
Kdinburgh  during  the  hint  century, — whither  the  chief  witH  and  men  of  letter*  were  wont 
to  ruMort,  in  aceordanco  with  the  habitH  of  Noclcty  at  that  period.  Hero  Fcrguion  tho 
poet,  David  Herd,  one  of  tho  earlioHt  collcetorH  of  8cottif*h  Hong*,  "antiquarian  I'aton," 
with  othurit  of  greater  note  in  their  own  day  than  now, — bmli  of  Reision,  and  leading 
advocate!),  inhabitantu  of  tho  neighbouring  faiihionablo  dintrict, — were  wont  to  congregate. 
Martin,  a  celebrated  [Mirtrait  painter  of  the  hut  century,  inittituted  a  club  here,  which  was 
quaintly  named  after  tlie  hoHt,  lioKwj  College,  and  thither  hi*  more  celebrated  pupil,  Hir 
Henry  iioeburn,  often  accompanied  him  in  bin  younger  days.  But,  above  all,  this  was  the 
favourite  rcMort  of  Itol)crt  HuruM,  where  he  upent  many  jovial  hourti  with  Willie  Nicol,  and 
Allan  Maxterton, — the  "  blithe  hearts  "  of  his  most  popular  song,—  and  with  his  city 
friends  of  all  degrees,  during  his  first  visit  to  Kdinburgli.  On  the  death  of  John  Dowie 
(a  sol)er  and  rcs|)cctcd  city,  who  amassed  a  considerable  fortune,  and  left  his  only  son  a 
Major  in  the  army),  the  old  place  of  cntcrtuinmcnt  acquired  still  greater  note  under  tho 
name  of  Uurns's  Tavern.  Tho  narrow  room  was  visited  by  strangers  as  tho  scene  of  the 
|K)ct's  most  frequent  resort ;  and  at  tho  period  of  its  demolition  in  1834,  it  had  taken  a 
prominent  place  among  tho  Uonit  of  tho  Old  Town.  Tho  house  had  nothing  remarkable 
about  it  as  a  building.  It  bore  tho  date  of  its  erection,  1728,  and  in  tho  ancient  titles, 
belonging  to  a  previous  building,  it  is  described  as  bounded  on  tho  south  by  "  the  King's 
auld  wall."  This  ancient  thoroughfare  appears  to  have  retained  its  original  designation, 
while  closes  immediately  adjoining  were  receiving  now  names  with  accommodating  facility  on 
every  elmnge  of  occupants.  Libberton's  Wynd  is  mentioned  in  a  charter  granted  by  James 
111.  in  the  year  14T7;  and  in  later  years  its  name  occurred  in  nearly  every  capital 
sentence  of  the  criminal  court,  the  last  permanent  place  of  public  execution,  after  the 
demolition  of  the  Old  Tolbooth,  having  been  at  tho  head  of  the  wynd.  The  victims  of  the 
law's  highest  jKmalty,  within  the  brief  |ioriod  alluded  to,  offer  few  attractions  to  the  anti- 
(luariau  memorialist,  unless  tlic  pre-eminent  infamy  of  the  "  West  Port  murderers,"  Burke 
and  Hare, — tho  former  of  whont  was  executed  on  this  spot — be  regarded  as  establishing 
their  claini  to  rank  among  the  celebrated  characters  of  Edinburgh.  The  sockets  of  '*  tho 
fatal  tree  "  were  removed,  along  with  objects  of  greater  interest  and  value,  in  completing 
tho  approach  to  the  now  bridge. 

Carthrac's,  Forrester's,  and  Heth's  Wynds,  all  once  stood  between  Libberton's  Wynd 
and  St  Giles's  ('hurch,  but  every  relic  of  them  hud  been  swept  nway  years  before  the  latter 
work  of  destruction  was  projected.  Forrester's  Wynd  was  evidently  a  jilacc  of  note  in 
earlier  times,  and  frequent  allusions  to  it  occur  in  some  of  the  older  diaries ;  c.//.,  "  Vpoun 

'  A  very  accurate  nnil  chitnicteriatiu  view  of  tliia  wynd,  from  tho  (,'nwgiite,  ia  given  among  Ueikie'it  Etchings. 
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the  nynt  ilnjr  of  A|irili>,  tlu>  /.oir  of  (ind  IftOO  fi-rin,  •Jnhno  Sinrlnrt',  W  tlio  mcrcio  of  (JikI 
biicho|)«  of  llri'oliiti  mid  Dviiii  of  ItoNtiilri);,  dccciiitit  in  Jninci  Moiinmiiiii  houM  in  Frimtcrla 
Wyiid,  uiio  lioncNt  und  cuntiiii^  Ultvrit  iiibii,  niid  iirooidcnt  of  tliu  ('ullc^o  of  Jimticfl 
thu  tymo  of  hi*  doiuimt,  ijtc."  '  Atuithtir  diiirint  riH<ordii,  in  iU<ii<ril)inf(  tliu  ttrin^;  of  the 
towu  by  tlio  x»rriitnu  of  tht<  Cuxtlo,  under  Hir  Willinni  Kirkuidy,  in  ITtT^',  "  thu  f)'ro 
hnppit  frn  lioun  to  hoiu  throw  thi<  nmiMtfrio  of  nnu  ^x\i  wynd,  iind  conio  uint  thu  f(o>t 
to  Don  Wynd  ot  thu  kirk  end  of  KiUK't  Ui'ili," '  in  conKCfiucnco  of  which  "  thcr  wot 
ano  proclnmntioun  nmid,  tliiit  nil  thiik  houmin  iiuld  Ih>  lirrit,"  Hnd  nil  hcddcr  utAkia 
to  U)  trau*|)ortit  at  thiiir  iiwino  tmiiniU  nnd  brunt ;  and  ilk  nnin  in  KdinburKh  to  haue 
hiH  lumcK  full  of  wuttvr  in  the  nycht,  wndor  tlio  |iiini>  of  duiti  i "  a  vury  ((rHphic  picture  of 
thu  High  Ktrci't  in  tlio  tiixtocnth  century,  with  thu  minority  of  the  liuildingii  on  either 
•ide  covurvd  with  tliutch,  and  thu  niiiin  Mtrout  cncuniliered  by  pilui  of  hcathur  and  other 
fuel  accumulated  bufnre  oiicli  door,  for  the  \\*v  of  the  iiihuliitiintii ;  and,  from  amid  thcio, 
wo  may  add  tlio  Htutcly  fccloHiiiMlicul  oditicoH  of  the  period,  and  the  Hulmtantiul  maUNioni 
of  the  nobility,  towering  with  all  the  more  impoitiug  effect,  in  contraiit  to  their  homely 
uoighbourhood. 

Tlio  venerable  alley  called  IIohh  or  Heth'*  Wynd,  after  xuflering  greatly  from  the  hIow 
dilapidation  of  time,  woo  nearly  doHtroyed  by  MucccHitivo  flren  in  the  yeari*  1780  anil  1788. 
On  the  latter  occunion  it  was  |>ro]N)Hcd  to  purchtnie  and  pull  down  the  whole  of  itH  build- 
ings extending  from  the  I^awiinmrket  to  the  Cowgnte,  in  order  to  o|H>n  up  the  Parliament 
Hougc.*  Tlii8  wag  not  etfected,  however,  till  18()U,  when  the  whole  were  Rwept  away  in 
preparing  the  site  for  the  AdvocateV  Library.  "  All  the  houteg  in  Heth's  Wynil,"  gayg 
Cliamborg,  "  were  exceedingly  old  and  crazy ;  and  Home  mygterioiig  looking  cellar  doorg 
were  ghown  in  it,  which  the  old  wiveg  of  the  wynd  believe  to  have  lieen  kept  ghut  ginco 
tlio  time  of  the  jtluffiu:"'  The  xume  gu|H<rgtitioug  belief  wan  |>revaleiit  in  regard  to  gome 
grim  and  ancient  uninhubited  dwellingg  in  Mary  King'n  ('loge,  part  of  which  now  remain. 
An  old  gentleman  hag  often  deHcribed  to  ug  liig  vigitg  to  the  latter  doge,  along  with  his 
comi>anioug,  when  a  Mchoolboy.  The  inogt  couragcoagof  them  would  approach  tliege  dread 
abodoH  of  mygtery,  and  after  ghouting  tlimugh  the  keyhole  or  broken  window-shutter, 
they  would  run  otf  with  palpitating  heartn, — 

"  Like  line,  Hint  un  ii  lonanoine  rout 

Duth  walk  in  fear  and  drend, 
And  having  i>nca  turned  round,  walki  on 

And  turna  nn  mure  hia  lieail ; 
Drcauae  lie  kiinwa  a  (rigbtfiil  floiiil 

Dutli  cloae  beliiud  him  trewl." 

Tlie  popular  opinion  wag,  that  if  tlicHc  hougcs  were  o|iened,  the  imprigoned  jiegtilence 
would  burst  out,  gpreading  digeane  and  death  through  the  land, — a  belief  that  wag  probably 
thrown  into  digcredit  on  the  j)enccfiil  demolition  of  the  former  wynd. 

A  houBC  at  the  head  of  Heth'g  Wynd,  fronting  the  Old  Tolbooth,  wag  the  regidenco  of 
Mr  Andrew  Maclure,  writing-maBter,  one  of  the  civic  heroes  of  174.'».  He  joined  the 
rcluctani/  corps  of  volunteerg  who  marc^hed  to  meet  the  Highland  army  on  itg  approoch 
towards  Corstorphine ;  but  they  had  scarcely  left  the  town  walls  a  mile  behind,  when  their 


'  Diurnal  of  Occiirrents,  p.  08. 

*  •',(.,  All  thatohad  liuuatia  ahuuld  b«  unroofed. 


•  Il)id,  rnrtlt.  p.  320. 

'  C'dfctioni'iin  Ucreury,  17th  January  1788. 
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Oi)uritKo  fliiloil  (hero,  and  thny  tnnr(!ho(l  haatily  hnmu  n^uin  wi'hnut  hnvinfr  even  IMD  the 
eiii'Miy.  TliiM  corpM  of  nmrtiul  IxirKlier*  livcntno  n  fitvniirito  Imtt  t  r  tliu  Jitcnliito  wiU  i  and, 
MiionK  utiivr  iiroofi  of  thi'ii  Kulf-devntud  /ual,  it  truimiiiroti  tliitt  thu  (jiklluut  |ionman  hail 
■eoiiri'd  within  hiit  wnintcout  thu  prDfcoitionikl  bruik)tt|ih»ti!  of  a  (iiiiru  iif  |Mk|ii>r,  und  prcparud 
hiiuMuif  for  hi*  t<x|«(:tud  futu  by  al!lxint(  thuruon  ii  lubc'l,  iimcrihtMl, — "  Thi«  in  thu  body  of 
Andrew  Mueluru,  let  it  bo  dvountly  iuturrud,"  in  tho  ho|K)  thut  hu  might  tliuruby  bo  toouro 
uf  C'hriNtiun  buriul  t ' 

llvforu  vh)Ming  tho  chapter,  wo  may  ndd  that  tho  liiiwiimurkot  apiionm  tn  have  been, 
at  all  |M>ri()di),  n  iilavu  of  ruHiduiicu  for  men  of  note.  In  1A7«  Mr  llunry  Kiliigrcw,  tho 
anibuHDiulor  of  Quvoa  Kiizuliuth,  arrived  at  Kdiiibur^h  to  congratiihite  the  Kurl  of  Morton 
on  bin  acuemiion  to  tho  Itc^cnry,'  when  be  "dupairtit  to  Dauid  KorrcKtariii  Ingoing  ubono 
tho  tolbuitb,"'  in  tho  Hnme  noigbliourhood  ikit  thu  miiUMion  in  Old  Hank  Chmo,  noon  after- 
ward  occupied  by  Hir  William  Durie.  Ho  long  uk  Kditiburgh  continued  to  be  tho  Reat  of 
thu  HcottlHh  i'urliunicnt,  itn  vicinity  to  tho  Parliament  Houmc  miulu  tho  liuwnniarket  Im) 
■elected  a«  u  favourite  place  uf  renldenco,  a*  ap|)ear>i  from  numeroui  |NiMMing  alluitlonH  to 
tho  old  nobility,  though  tho  particular  houiieri  referred  to  cannot  now  be  traced.  Dofoo, 
fur  example, — who  wom  retiident  in  Kdinburgh  at  the  period, — tclU  uh  iu  hiit  hiiitory  of  tlie 
Union,  that  on  the  28th  Uctoljcr  17()<l,  the  I'arllamunt  «ut  late,  and  thu  Parliament  Clone 
won  HU  full  uf  |)ouple  waiting  the  result  of  their  declitiun,  that  tho  mcmbori  could  scarcely 
got  out.  Un  thin  occaition  tho  Duke  of  Hamilton,  tho  popular  favourite,  who  wait  uttually 
conducted  in  triumph  by  the  mob  to  hiit  ludgingii  in  tho  Abbey,  "  on  leaving  the  house, 
was  curried  u|>  tu  tho  liuwnmarkct,  and  so  to  tho  lodgings  uf  tho  Duko  of  Atholl,"  who 
was  apiKiintcd,  as  Locklmrt  tells  us,  in  tho  place  of  tho  Duko  of  Quocnsberry  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session  uf  parliament,  tho  latter  wishing  tu  seo  tho  courso  of  public 
affairs  befuro  he  ventured  himself  to  face  tho  diflicultics  uf  that  i>eriod,  "  and  thorefuro  lie 
gent  the  Duko  uf  Atholl  down  as  Coniraissioner,  using  him  as  tho  monkey  did  tho  cat 
in  pulling  out  the  hot  roasted  chestnuts.'"  Hero  also  was  the  liouso  of  Sir  Patrick 
Juhuston,  tho  city  member, — troditiun  {Hiints  out  tho  old  laud  still  standing  at  tho  head 
jf  Johnston's  Close,' — which  was  attacked  and  gutted  by  the  same  excited  mob,  in  their 
indignation  at  his  favouring  the  uniH)pular  measure  of  the  Union. 

'  Adjoining  Mr  Moolure'i  huiiH  wu  the  lUijsii  Idile,  un  ancient  anil  nnca  oolebrnted  baker'*  ahop  I  Tha  orlglD  ol 
tbia  egiitliet  liaa  (luuilud  our  loval  hi>t>iriimi,  but  it  ocoum  In  Crawlunl'*  ilintory  <>(  the  Uiiivenity  u(  Edinbuigh,  a* 
applied  to  tlio  junior  clau  of  Htudenta,  «boM)  patroiingn,  al)oTe  a  century  ago,  o(  a  f.kni«l  ipeciea  of  rolla  manufactiind 
there,  under  the  name  uf  SuuUr't  t'loJi,  had  doubtleM  led  to  thia  title  fer  the  place,  which  reaenibled  the  laigk  Mop* 
atill  reiuuining  underneath  the  olileil  houaea  of  the  High  Htreet. 

*  Craiifurd'i  Menioin,  p.  1211,  '  Diurnal  of  Uccurrenta,  p,  313.  *  Luckharl'a  Memi,  p,  130, 

'  Thia  we  have  on  tho  authority  of  an  old  man,  a  pewterer,  who  haa  been  an  inhubititut  uf  Tht  Bow  for  the  lait  fifty 
yean, 
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CHAPTEU  IV. 
THE  TOI.BOOTH,  LUCKENROOTHS,  AND  PARUiXMENT  CLOSE. 


rpHE  grim  ami  miiHsivo  prinon  of  tho  olil  ScottiHli  rii|iit«l,  which  Imd  (hxoncrntotl  to 
■*■  that  biiiic  oftke  iiftor  huvinjf  served  for  the  hall  <pf  tlie  imtioiiul  |uirliniiu'iitH,  for  tho 
College  of  Justice  founded  liy  JuiueH  V,,  niid  for  hoiiic  of  the  enrlient  iiHHernhlieH  of  the 
kirk,  has,  in  our  own  day,  n('(]uired  ii  |Mipuhir  interei*t,  nnd  ii  notoriety  iin  extenitive  an  tho 
difl'uitiou  of  Euglinh  literature,  under  the  name  of  "The  Heart  of  Midlothian."  8ueh  in 
tho  jwwer  of  geniuH,  thnt  tho  asHociution  of  tluH  aiu-ient  fabrie  witii  the  anKault  of  tho 
PorteouB  mob,  and  the  captivity  of  the  "  Kllie  I)eann"  of  the  novellKtV  fani'y,  Iiuh  been 
able  to  confer  on  it  an  interest,  even  in  the  niindx  of  Htrangerx,  which  all  the  thrilling 
BcencH  during  the  eventful  reigns  of  our  own  .laineHCH,  the  tinnultH  of  MaryV  brief  reign, 
and  the  civil  conimotioDH  of  that  of  her  Hon,  hud  failed  to  excite  in  the  mind.^  uf 
Bcotomen, 

Tho  site  of  the  Tolbooth  was  in  the  very  heart  of  tho  oneiont  capital,  nnd  ho  placed 
that  it  might  have  occurred  to  a  fanciful  mind  to  BUppoRe,  that  the  nnticjue  fabric  had  been 

VinNlTTK— North  altle  o(  Die  Tolbootli. 
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dropped  whole  and  complete  into  the  midRt  of  the  pent-np  city.  It  stood  at  the  north- 
'  weBt  corner  of  St  (iilcg's  Church,  so  close  to  that  ancient  building  m  only  to  leave  a 
narrow  footpath  licyond  its  projecting  buttregses ;  while  the  tall  and  gloomy-looking  pile 
extended  bo  far  into  the  main  xtrect  that  a  roadway  of  fourteen  feet  in  breadth  waB  all 
that  intervened  l)ctwcen  it  and  the  lofty  range  of  buildings  on  the  opposite  side.  We 
cannot  better  describe  this  interesting  building  than  in  the  lively  narrative  of  Scott, 
written  about  the  time  of  its  demolition, — ''  The  prison  reared  its  ancient  front  in  the 
very  middle  of  the  High  Street,  forming  the  termination  to  a  hnge  pile  of  buildings  called 
the  Luvkenbooths,  which,  for  some  inconceivable  reason,  our  ancestors  had  jammed  into 
the  midst  of  the  principol  street  of  the  town,  leaving  for  passage  a  narrow  way  on  the 
north ;  and  on  t!io  south — into  which  the  prison  opens — a  crooked  lane,  winding  betwixt 
the  high  ond  sombre  wulU  of  tlio  Tolbooth  and  the  adjacent  houses  on  the  one  side,  and 
t!ie  buttrcsHCH  and  projections  of  the  old  cathedral  upon  the  other.  To  give  some  gaiety  to 
this  sombre  passogc,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Krnmefi,  a  nuniluT  of  little  booths  or 
shops,  after  the  fashion  of  cobblers'  stalls,  were  plastered,  as  it  wcro,  against  the  Gothic 
projections  and  abutments,  so  that  it  seemed  as  if  the  traders  bad  occupioil  every  '  buttress 
ond  coigne  of  vantage,'  with  nests  bearing  the  same  proportion  to  building  as  the 

martlet's  did  in  Macbcth's  Castle."  The  most  prominent  features  in  the  south  front  of 
the  Tolbooth, — of  wliich  we  furnish  an  engraving, — were  two  projecting  turret  staircases. 
A  neatly  curved  Gothic  doorway,  surmountt^d  by  a  niche,  gave  entrance  to  the  building 
at  the  foot  of  the  eastern  tower;  and  this,  on  its  demolition  in  1817,  was  removed  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott  to  Abbotsford,  ond  there  converted  to  the  liinnble  office  of  giving  access  to 
his  kitchen  court.* 

Some  account  has  already  boen  given,  in  our  brief  sketch  of  the  period  of  Queen  Mary,* 
of  the  mandate  issued  by  her  in  15(11,  requiring  the  rebuilding  of  the  Tolbooth,  and  the 
many  difficulties  that  the  city  had  to  encounter  in  satisfying  this  royal  command.  The 
letter  sets  forth,  that  "  Tlie  Queiny's  Majestic,  understanding  that  the  Tolbuith  of  the 
Burgh  of  Edinburgh  is  ruinous  and  abill  haistielie  to  dekay  and  fall  doun,  quhilk  will  be 
warray  dam])nable  ani?  skaythfull  to  the  p'pill  dwellnnd  tlmirabout  .  .  .  without 
heistio  renicid  be  jirovidit  tlmirin.  Thairfor  liir  Heines  ordinis  ane  masser  to  pass  and 
charge  the  I'rovest,  Buillier,,  and  Counsalo,  to  cans  put  workmen  to  the  taking  doun  of  the 
said  Tolbuith,  witli  all  possilile  deligence."  "  In  obedience  to  the  Queen's  command," 
says  Maitlaud,  "the  Tolbooth  was  taker  down."'  It  has  olready  been  shown,  however, 
in  the  earlier  allusions  to  the  subject,  that  this  is  an  error.  The  new  building  was  erected 
entirely  apart  from  it,  adjoining  the  south-west  corner  of  St  Giles's  Church,  and  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  Old  Tolbooth  bore  incontestible  evidence  of  being  the  work  of  a 
much  earlier  iwriod  than  the  date  of  Queen  JIary's  mandate. 

'  Sir  Walter  Scott  renmrlca,  in  a  iinte  to  iho  oditiun  of  his  worlts  iuned  in  1830, — "  I.iut  year,  to  coinpli'te  the 
change,  a  torn-tit  wan  plt-iiHcd  to  biiilil  her  nent  witliin  the  lock  of  the  Tolbooth, — a  atrong  temptation  to  have  committed 
a  Bonnet."  The  neat  wc  nuiHt  pre8ume  to  have  occupieil  tiie  place  of  the  lock,  the  key-hole  of  which,  when  deprivetl  of 
the  Rcutcheon,  wouhl  reatiily  ndmit  the  toni-tit.  The  original  lock  aiui  key,  which  were  made  immediately  after  the 
Torteouii  mob,  were  in  the  pofl8eflHii>n  of  MeMra  Cormack  &  Son,  Leith  Street,  and  formed  the  most  stibi^tantial  produc- 
tioiis  of  the  LockHinith'a  art  we  ever  nnw.  The  lock  measured  two  feet  long  by  one  broad  ;  and  the  key,  which  wa»  about 
B  foiit  long,  hwked  more  like  a  huge  iron  maco. 

•  Ante,  p.  71.  '  Maitland,  p.  21. 
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The  ancient  priHon  of  Edinburgli  had  its  eaht  and  wrht  ENOft,  known  to  the  la§t  by 
these  same  distinctive  appellations,  that  mark  the  patrician  and  plebeian  districts  of  the 
British  metrojiolis.  Tlio  line  of  division  is  apparent  in  our  engraved  view,  showing  the 
western  and  larger  portion  of  the  building  constructed  of  coarse  rubble  work,  while 
the  earlier  edifice,  at  the  east  end,  was  built  of  polished  stone.  This  distinction  was 
still  mure  ap])arent  on  the  north  side,  which,  though  much  more  ornamental,  could 
only  be  viewed  in  detail,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  street,  and  has  not,  as  far 
08  we  V*  aware,  been  represented  in  any  engraving.'  It  had,  on  the  first  floor,  a  large 
and  dieepdy  splayed  square  window,  decorated  on  either  side  with  richly  carved  Gothic 
nicliUH,  surmounted  with  ornamental  canopies  of  varied  designs.  A  smaller  window 
on  tlio  floorr  above  was  flnnkcd  with  similar  decorations,  the  whole  of  which  were,  in  all 
probahilit^^y,  originally  filled  with  statues.  Maitland  mentions,  and  attempts  to  refute,  a 
tradition  rimt  this  had  been  the  mansion  of  the  Provost  of  St  Giles's  Church,  but  there 
seems  little  reaxou  to  doubt  that  it  had  been  originally  erected  as  some  such  appendage 
to  the  church.  Tlie  style  of  ornament  was  entirely  that  of  a  collegiate  building  attached 
to  an  ecclesiastical  edifice  ;  and  its  situation  and  architectural  adornments  suggest  the 
idea  of  its  having  been  the  residence  of  the  Provost  or  Dean,  while  the  prebends  and 
other  members  of  the  college  were  occimiraodoted  in  the  buildings  on  the  south  side 
of  the  church,  removed  in  the  year  1032  to  make  way  for  the  Parliament  House.  If  this 
idea  is  correct,  the  edifice  was,  in  all  probability,  built  shortly  after  the  year  1400,  when 
a  charter  was  granted  by  King  James  III.,  erecting  St  Giles's  into  a  collegiate  church  ; 
and  it  may  further  have  included  a  chapter-house  for  the  college,  whose  convenient 
dimensions  would  lead  to  its  adoption  us  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  Scottish  Parlio- 
ments.  The  date  thus  assigned  to  the  most  ancient  prirtion  of  the  "  Heart  of  Mid- 
lothian," receives  considerable  confirmation  from  the  style  of  the  building ;  but 
Parliaments  liad  asnembled  in  Edinburgh  long  before  that  jieriod  ;  three,  at  least,  were 
held  there  during  the  reign  of  James  I.,  and  when  his  n^isassination  at  Perth,  in  1437,  led 
to  the  abandonment  of  the  Fair  City  as  the  chief  residence  of  the  Court,  and  the  capital  of 
the  kingdom,  the  first  general  council  of  the  new  reign  took  place  in  the  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh. AVe  have  already  described  the  remains  of  the  Old  Parliament  Hall  still  existing 
there ;  and  this,  it  is  probable,  was  the  scene  of  all  such  assemblies  as  were  held  at 
Edinburgh  in  earlier  reigns. 

The  next  Parliament  of  James  II.  was  summoned  to  meet  at  Stirling,  the  following 
year,  in  the  month  of  March  ;  but  another  was  held  that  same  year  in  the  month  of 
November,  "  in  prctorio  burgi  de  Edinburgh."  The  same  Latin  term  for  the  Tolbooth  is 
repeated  in  the  minutes  of  another  Assembly  of  the  Estates  held  there  in  144'J  ;  and,  in 
1451,  the  old  Scottish  name  ap])ears  for  the  first  time  in  "  the  parleanient  of  ane  richt  hie 
and  excellent  prince,  and  our  sovcrane  lorde,  Jnmes  the  Secunde,  be  the  grace  of  (Jode, 
King  of  Scotts,  haldyn  at  Edinburgh  the  bcgunyn  in  the  Tolbuth  of  the  sumyn."  '^  A 
much  older,  and  probably  larger,  erection  must  therefore  have  existed  on   tlie  site  of  the 

^  We  hav(!  drawn  the  view  at  the  head  of  the  Chapter  from  a  slight  sketch  taken  shortly  before  ita  demolition,  by 
Mr  I).  Soiner\tlle  ;  with  the  asfiiatAnce  of  a  most  ingeniouH  model  of  St  Gil<!S8  Church  and  the  surrounding  buildings, 
made  by  the  Uev.  John  Sime,  about  the  year  1805,  to  which  we  wore  also  partly  indebted  for  the  south  view  of  the  same 
building. 

'  Acts  of  Scottish  P.irliameuts,  folio,  vol.  ii. 
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wcHlorn  portion  of  the  Tolbooth,  tlio  ruinous  8tato  of  which  at  lengtli  led  to  tho  royal 
command  for  its  demolition  iu  1601, — not  a  century  after  tho  ditto  we  are  disposed  to 
assign  to  the  oldest  portion  of  the  building  that  remained  till  1817, — and  which,  though 
decayed  and  time-worn,  was  so  far  from  being  ruinous  even  then,  that  it  proved  a  work  of 
great  labour  to  dcmuliith  itH  solid  masonry. 

In  a  charter  granted  to  the  town  by  Jumes  III.  in  1477,  the  market  for  corn  and  grain 
is  ordered  to  Iw  held  "fra  the  Tolbuth  up  to  Libertones  Wynde,"*  and  we  learn  from  tho 
Diurnal  of  Occurrents,  that  "  the  tour  of  tho  Auld  Tolbuyth  wcs  tano  doun  in  1571."' 
The  first  allusion  indicates  the  same  site  for  the  Tolbooth  at  that  early  period,  as  it 
occupied  to  the  Inst,  and  seems  to  contirm  the  idea  suggested  as  to  the  earlier  fabric.  The 
nome  Tolbooth  literally  signifies  tax-house,"  and  tho  existence  of  u  building  in  Edinburgh, 
erected  for  this  purpose,  might  bo  referred,  with  every  probability,  to  even  an  earlier 
period  thon  the  reign  of  Duvid  I.,  who  bestowed  considerable  grants  on  his  monastery 
of  the  Holy  Cross,  derivable  from  the  revenues  of  the  town.*  From  the  anxiety  of  the 
magistrates  to  retain  the  rents  of  fhcir  "  laigh  buthis"  in  this  ancient  building,  another 
site  was  chosen  in  1501  for  the  New  Tolbooth,  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  old  one;  and 
some  ten  years  later,  as  np]M>ar8  from  the  old  diarist,  the  tower  was  at  length  demolished, 
and  also  probably  the  whole  of  the  most  ancient  edifice.  One  of  the  carved  stones  from 
the  modern  portion  of  the  building, — apparently  the  centre  crow-step  that  crowned  the 
gable, — was  jjreserved,  onumg  other  relics  of  similar  character,  in  the  nursery  of  Messrs 
Englc  and  Henderson,  Lcith  AValk.  It  bore  on  it  the  city  arms,  sculptured  in  high  relief, 
and  Hurmounted  by  nn  ornamental  device  with  the  dnte  1041.  The  style  of  the  new 
building,  though  pltiin  and  of  rude  workmanship,  entirely  corresponded  with  this  date, 
being  that  wliicli  jircvailcd  towards  the  close  of  ('harles  I.'s  reign.  The  unsettled  state 
of  the  country  at  thtit  ])erio(l,  nnd  the  heavy  exactions  to  which  Edinburgh  had  been 
ex{)OBed,  both  by  the  King  und  the  covenanting  leaders,  abundantly  account  for  tho 
plain  character  of  the  hitter  building.  The  only  ornaments  on  the  north  side  consisted 
of  two  dormc  windows,  rising  above  the  roof,  with  plain  string-courses  marking  the 
several  stories. 

Tlie  ornnniental  north  gable  of  the  most  ancient  portion  of  the  building,  appears  to 
have  been  the  pince  of  exjKJsure  for  the  heads  and  dismembered  limbs  of  the  numerous 
victims  of  the  snnguinnry  laws  of  Scotland  in  early  times.  In  the  year  l!38I,  the  head  of 
the  Earl  of  Morton  "  was  sett  upon  a  prick,  on  the  highest  stone  of  the  gavell  of  the 
Tolbiiith,  toward  the  publict  street,"  and  the  same  point, — after  doing  the  like  ignominious 
service  to  ninny  of  inferior  note, — received,  in  1050,  the  head  of  the  gallant  Marquis  of 
Montrose,  which  remained  exposed  there  throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  was  taken  down  at  length,  shortly  after  the  liestoration,  with  every  demonstra- 

'  Maitlitiul,  ji  8.  *  Diurnal  of  Occiirrcnta,  p.  252. 

•  "Mr  Oeorgo  lUmujr,  luiniater  at  Lnawaicl,  tenching  in  Edinburgh  [1593],  chiirged  tlie  I.ordii  of  tUe  CoUi-'dge  of 
Justico  with  Aelling  of  jtutice.  He  said  they  Hold  in  tho  Tulbuith,  and  tooke  payment  at  home,  in  their  chambers  ;  that 
the  place  of  their  judgement  was  jnatlio  called  Tolhuith.  becaua  there  they  tooke  toll  of  the  aubjecta." — Calderwood'a 
lliat.  vol.  V.  p.  '2D0,     For  thia  he  waa  aummoued  before  the  judges,  but  was  diamiaaed,  after  some  contention. 

*  It  ia  perhaps  worthy  of  no'.ioe  in  regard  to  this  aubjecl,  that  the  aite  of  the  Weighhouao,  which,  like  tho  Tolbooth, 
encroached  on  the  main  atreet.  "  woa  granted  to  the  Edinburghera  by  King  David  II.,  in  the  23d  year  of  hia  reign,  anno 
1852."— Maitland,  p.  181. 
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tion  of  imtional  honour  nnd  triumph,  and  committed,  alon^  with  tho  other  portions  of  hi* 
body,  to  tlic  tomb  of  liis  anccfltorH,  in  tiiu  soutii  truiiDopt  of  St  Gileit'g  Church.  Tho  north 
gablu  waH  not,  liowever,  h)uj(  sutfurcd  to  rumain  unoccupied.  On  tho  2Ttii  of  May  1001, — 
little  more  than  four  moutha  after  the  tardy  liunourH  paid  to  the  Marquis  of  Montrose, — 
tho  MarquiN  of  Arjjyle  was  beheudcd  at  tho  Crons,  and  "  bin  heid  afHxt  upone  tho  heid  of  tho 
Tolbuith,  quhair  the  Marquco  of  Muntmis  wen  afflxit  of  i)efoir."  '  Tho  j^round  floor  of  tluH 
ancient  i>art  of  the  Tulliooth  wan  liuown  by  the  nimu'  of  tho  I'urHOH,  by  which  it  is  often 
alluded  to  in  early  writings.  In  the  ancient  titles  of  a  house  on  the  north  side  of  the 
High  Street,  it  is  described  as  "that  Loiljfing  i>r  Timber  Land,  lying  in  tho  burgh  of 
Edinburgh,  forgainst  tho  place  of  the  Tollxjoth,  commonly  called  the  poor  folks'  Purses." 
In  the  trial  of  William  Maclauchlanc,  i\  servant  of  the  Oountoss  of  Wemyss,  who  was 
apprehended  almost  immediately  after  tho  Porteous  mob,  one  of  tiie  witnesses  states,  that 
"  having  come  up  licth's  AVynd,  he  tried  to  pass  by  the  Purses  on  tho  north  side  of  tho 
prison  ;  but  there  perceiving  the  backs  of  a  row  of  armed  men,  sumo  with  staves,  others 
with  guns  and  Lochaber  axes,  standing  across  tho  street,  who,  ho  was  told,  were  drawn 
up  as  a  guard  there,  he  retireit  again."  The  crime  sought  to  bo  ])roved  against  !Maclauch- 
lane,  was  his  having  been  scon  taking  a  part  with  this  guard,  armed  with  a  Lochaber  nxe. 
Another  witness  describes  having  seen  some  of  tho  magistrates  going  up  from  the  head  of 
Mary  King's  Close,  towards  the  Purses  on  tho  north  side  of  tlie  Tolbooth,  whore  they 
were  stopiwd  by  the  mob,  and  comi)elled  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat.  This  important 
pass  thus  carefully  guarded  on  tlie  meinoruMo  occasion  of  tho  Porteous  riot,  derived  its 
name  from  having  been  tlie  j)lace  where  the  ancient  fraternity  of  lilue  Gowns,  tho  King's 
faithful  bedemen,  received  the  royal  bounty  presented  to  them  on  each  King's  birthday* 
in  a  leathern  purse,  after  having  attended  service  in  St  Giles's  Church.  For  many  years 
previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  Old  Tollxicitli,  this  distribution  was  transferred  to  the 
Canongnte  Kirk  aisle,  where  it  took  pbicc  annually  on  the  morning  of  the  Sovereign's  birth- 
day, at  eight  '.'clock.  After  a  sermon,  preached  by  the  royal  almoner,  or  his  deputy,  each 
of  the  bedemen  received  a  roll  of  bread,  a  tankard  of  ale,  and  a  web  of  blue  cloth  sufHciont 
to  nnikc  him  a  new  gown,  along  with  a  leathern  j)urse,  of  curious  and  somewhat  com- 
plicated workmanship,  vhich  only  the  initiated  could  open.  This  purse  contained  his  annual 
alms  or  pension,  consisting  of  as  many  pence  as  the  years  of  the  King's  age. 

The  origin  of  this  fraternity  is  undoubtwlly  of  great  antiquity.  IJedemen  appointed 
to  pray  for  the  souls  of  the  King's  ancestt)rs  and  successors,  were  attached  to  royal 
foundations.  They  are  mentioned  about  the  year  lUtiO,  in  the  Chartulary  of  Moray," 
nnd  many  curious  entries  occurred  wirh  reference  to  them,  in  the  Treasurers'  accounts, 
previous  to  the  lleformation.  Tiie  number  of  these  liedemen  is  increased  by  one  every 
royal  birthday,  as  a  penny  is  added  to  the  iiension  of  each ;  an  arrangement  evidently 
devised  to  stimulate  their  prayers  for  long  life  to  the  reigning  sovereign,  no  less  than  for 
peace  to  tho  souls  of  those  departed." 

'  Nicoll'n  Diiiry,  p.  335.  '  Statist.  Ace.  xiii.  412. 

*  Tbo  fulluwinij  ittiiuH  appear  in  the  Account  of  Sir  Hubert  Melviil,  Treaiitirer-Deptite  of  King  JainOH  VI.  "  Junij 
\59^.  Item,  t<i  Mr  i'eter  Young,  Kiiuioiiinnr,  twentie  four  gownit  uf  blew  claytli,  to  be  guvin  to  xxiiij  nnltl  men,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  yeirJH  of  his  liiene:^  age.  ,  .  .  Item,  twentie  four  pur»ii4,  and  in  ilk  pur^-j  twentie  four  itchiliug."  Ag.iin 
in  "  Juuij  1017,  To  Jamen  Murniy,  mercbaut,  for  fyfteuu  ticoir  Hex  ehiid  and  nno  balf  elno  of  blew  elaitb,  to  be  gownis  tu 
fyftie  ane  aigeit  men,  according  tu  tbo  yeiris  of  bin  uiajeateia  age.     Item,  to  tbe  workniou  forcareing  uf  tbe  gownis  (n 
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It  uMd  to  bo  A  very  int'troRtiiig  itiKlit,  nii  a  fluo  Hummer  morning,'  between  leron  and 
eight  o'clock,  before  the  C'iiiioiif;atu  Kirk  bell  begun  to  ring  for  the  appointed  iiervice,  to 
Bee  the  Btraiige  groupn  of  lilue  Gowhs  of  uU  aguH,  from  forty-iive  to  ninety  and  upward*, 
aoBcmbling  in  front  of  tliu  kirk.  Vonurablu  looking  men,  bent  with  the  weight  of  years  ; 
Bome  lame,  otherB  blind,  led  by  a  Itoy  or  a  wife,  wIiohu  tartan  or  hodden-grey  told  of  the 
remote  districta  from  whence  they  had  come,  or  iicrhapM  by  a  rough  Highland  dog,  look- 
ing equally  strange  on  the  HtreutH  of  the  unuicnt  burgh  ;  while  all  the  old  bcdemen  were 
clad  in  their  monaBtic-looking  liabitB,  and  with  largo  badgcH  on  tiieir  breasts.  It  was 
curious  thus  to  see  pilgrims  from  the  remotest  parts  of  Scotland  and  the  Isles, — the  men 
of  another  generation, — nnimally  returning  to  the  capital,  and  each  contriving  to  arrive 
there  on  the  very  day  of  the  King's  birth  and  'wunty.  The  reverend  almoner,  however, 
oould  scarcely  have  hml  a  more  inattentive  congregation, — a  fact  probably  in  some  degree 
to  be  accounted  for  by  many  of  them  understanding  nothing  but  Gaelic.  At  the  close  of 
the  sermon  the  bread'  and  ale  were  distributed,  along  with  their  other  {icrquisitcs,  and 
thereafter  the  usual  benediction  closed  the  services  of  the  day,  though  generally  before 
that  point  was  reached  the  bcdemen  had  disap|)eared,  each  one  off  to  wend  his  way  homo- 
ward,  and  to  "  pass  and  repass,"  as  his  largo  budge  expressly  bore,  until  the  return  of  the 
annual  rendezvous. 

Shortly  after  the  accession  of  her  present  Majesty,  whose  youth  must  have  had  such 
an  economic  effect  on  the  royal  bounty,  this  curious  relic  of  ancient  ulms-giving  was  shorn 
of  nearly  all  its  most  interesting  features.  Certain  members  of  the  Canongate  kirk- 
session,  it  is  said,  were  scandalised  at  the  exhibition  of  tiiu  butt  of  ale  at  the  kirk  vestry 
door,  and  possibly  also  at  its  exciting  so  much  greater  interest  with  the  Queen's  bedemen 
than  any  other  ]K)rtion  of  the  established  iirnccdiire.  \\'liatever  be  the  reason,  the  annual 
church  service  has  been  abandoned;  the  royal  uhnoncr's  name  no  longer  apiMjars  in  the 
list  of  her  Majesty's  Scottish  household  ;  and  the  whole  business  is  now  managed  in 
the  most  matter-of-fact  and  conmionplacc  style  ut  the  Exchequer  Chambers  in  the 
Parliament  Square,  not  fur  from  the  ancient  scene  of  this  annual  distribution  of  the  royal 
bounty. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  Tulbooth  a  modern  addition  existed,  as  a]ii)ears  in  our  engrav- 
ing, rising  only  to  the  height  of  two  stories.  This  wus  occupied  by  shops,  while  the  flat 
roof  formed  a  platform  whereon  all  jiubJic  executions  took  place,  after  the  abandonment 
of  the  Grussmarket  in  the  year  1785.  The  west  gable  of  the  old  building  bore  the  ap|:)car- 
nnce  of  rude  and  hasty  construction ;  it  wus  without  windows,  notwithstanding  that  it 
afforded  the  ojwncst  and  most  suitable  asjiect  for  light,  and  seemed  as  if  it  hud  been  so 
left  for  the  pur{)ose  of  future  extension.  The  apartments  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  main 
building  were  vaulted  with  stone,  and  the  greater  part  of  them  latterly  fitted  up  for 
shops,*  until  the  demolition  of  the  citadel  of  the  old  guard  in  1785,  soon  after  which 
those  on  tlie  north  side  were  converted  into  a  guard-house  for  the  accommodation  of  that 
veteran  corps. 

James  Aikmun,  tuilyoour,  hem  lioua,  to  the  piikceuf  Hitlyriiilo  liuiiii,"  &e.  From  this  last  entry,  tho  distribution  would 
;ippear  tu  have  been  nneieutly  made  at  the  palace, 

'  Fur  many  yearn  tlio  4tli  of  Juno,  the  Uirthday  of  (ieurge  III. 

•  In  one  of  these  Mr  Horner,  father  of  tho  eloquent  and  gifted  Francis  Homer,  M.I'.,  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
Edinburgh  Hciieu,  carried  on  buslueia  as  a  silk  mercer. 


n 


r  . 


1  <!| 


i'^ 


I  '• 


i 


•  f- 


Mi 


•90 


MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


Previoui  to  the  oxteiiiioii  or  roltiiilding  of  the  went  i)ortion  of  the  Tolbootit,  it  Iiwl 
furniiihed  lu^comniodation  fur  tho  wualtliiciit  trodcrH  of  tho  rity,  and  tlicru  alxo  minio  of  the 
tno«t  inipoiing  diiplnyi  took  place  on  Charlei  I.  vUiting  hii  northern  cn|>itnl  in  lfln:i. 
"  Uiwn  the  west  wall  of  tho  Tolbootii,"  «ny«  nn  old  writer,'  "  where  the  (loldHmithH*  Hhopn 
do  atand,  there  stood  auo  vimt  pageant,  orcliud  alMtvo,  on  aiio  large  mub  the  |H>iirtraitM  of 
a  hundred  and  nine  kings  of  Mcotland.  In  tho  cavity  of  the  arch,  Mercury  was  represented 
bringing  up  Fergus  the  first  King  of  Hcotlund  in  une  convenient  habit,  who  delivered  to 
his  Mi\jesty  a  very  grave  B|iecch,  containing  many  precious  advices  to  his  royal  suc- 
cessor ; "  a  representation,  not  altogether  in  caricature,  of  tho  drama  often  enacted  on 
the  same  spot,  at  a  later  (H^riod,  when  flock  Heigh, — the  Edinburgh  Jack  Ketch  for  above 
forty  years, — played  the  part  of  Mercury,  bringing  up  one  in  ane  coneenient  habit,  to  hoar 
a  tery  grave  speech,  pre|>uratory  to  treatment  not  unlike  that  which  tho  unfortunate 
monarch  received,  in  addition  to  tho  precious  u<lfices  lioitowed  on  him  in  WA'A,  The 
goldsmiths'  shops  were  latterly  removed  into  the  Parliament  Close ;  but  George  Heriot'a 
booth  existed  at  the  west  end  of  St  Giles's  Church  till  the  year  IMOO,  when  lieth'a 
Wynd  and  the  a(\)oining  buildings  wore  demolished,  as  already  described.  A  narrow 
pasbage  led  between  the  church  and  an  ancient  three-storied  tenement  adjoining  tho 
New  Tolbooth,  or  Laigh  Council  Houso,  as  it  was  latterly  called,  and  the  centre  one  of 
the  three  booths  into  which  it  was  divided,  measuring  about  seven  feet  square,  was 
pointed  out  by  tradition  as  the  workshop  of  the  founder  of  Heriot's  Hospital,  where  both 
King  James  and  his  Queen  paid  frequent  visits  to  tho  royal  goldsmith.  On  the  demoli- 
tion of  this  ancient  fabric,  the  tradition  was  completely  confirmed  by  the  discovery  of 
George  Heriot's  name  boldly  curved  on  the  stone  lintel  of  the  door.  The  forge  and 
l)eUows,  as  well  as  a  stone  crucible  and  lid,  supjwsed  to  have  belonged  to  its  celebrated 
possessor,  were  discovered  in  clearing  away  the  ruins  of  tlie  old  building,  and  are  now 
carefully  preserved  in  the  Hospital  Museum. 

Tlio  associations  connected  witli  the  ancient  building  we  have  described,  are  almost 
entirely  those  relating  to  the  occupants  whom  it  held  in  durance  in  ita  latter  capacity  as 
a  prison.  The  eastern  portion,  indeed,  hud  in  uU  probability  been  the  scene  of  stormy 
debates  in  the  earlier  Scottish  Parliaments,  and  of  deeds  even  ••udcr  fhnn  the  words  of  tho 
turbulent  barons.  There  also  the  College  of  Justice,  founded  by  tluines  V.  in  ](i3i5, 
held  its  first  sederunt ;  the  earliest  statutes  of  the  Court  requiring  that  "  all  the  lordis  sail 
entre  in  the  Tolbuth  and  counsal-houss  at  viij  howria  in  the  mornyng,  ditvly,  and  sail  sit 
quhill  xi  howris  be  strikin."  All  these,  however,  had  ceased  to  be  thought  of  for  ccntiu'ies 
previous  to  the  demolition  of  the  tall  and  gloomy  prison ;  though  even  in  its  degradation 
it  was  connected  with  historical  characters  of  no  mean  note,  having  been  the  final  place  of 
captivity  of  the  Marquises  of  Montrose  and  Argyll,"  and  others  of  tiie  later  victims  of 
factious  rivalry,  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  trii'inph  of  their  opponents.  Tlie  main  lloor  of 
the  more  ancient  building,  in  its  latter  days,  formed  the  c.iranion  hall  for  all  jirinonerB, 
except  those  in  irons,  or  incarcerated  in  the  condemned  cells.  It  had  an  old  oak  )iiil|)it  of 
curious  construction  for  the  use  of  any  one  who  took  uiwn  him  the  duties  of  prison  chap- 
lain, and  which  tradition, — us  usual  with  most  old  JScottish  jmlpits, — uiHrmed  to  have  been 


l*Mi(!  CrtnipbuirH  Juiirney,  vol.  ii.  p,  Vl'i. 


Niooll'ii  Diary,  p.  334. 
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ncrnpiod  liy  Joliii  Kmix.  Hero  alNo  thoro  wim  iiiHcribct!  on  a  lM)Br(l,  the  rhyme*  pro- 
nerved  by  Ht'ott  in  the  "  lleiirt  of  Midlotliian,"  which  have  becD  traced  to  an  Kngliih 
poet  of  the  veveutccnth  century : — 

A  priann  \%  ik  boiiH  iif  can, 

A  |>liio«  wh*r«  iiitiiB  cAn  ibrivi*, 
A  tijiicbitnna  triia  tci  try  •  (ri«n<l, 

A  Rr>f<  (or  iniin  allvx. 
8<)in<*tiinfi  a  place  tif  riKlit, 

Homrtiinea  »  pUca  <i(  wmnK, 
8<irnotlinea  *  place  (nr  Jailaa  n'<il  thiavaa, 

And  buoaal  man  among. 


Tlie  room  immi'(lintc1y  nlHivo  the  common  liall  may  be  pri-sumcd  to  have  l)ecn  "  the 
upper  rhumlaT  of  the  Tulbooth,"  '  in  which  Jhuich  V.  held  hiH  flrHt  council,  after  eitcaping, 
in  1528,  from  hiit  durance  at  Falkland  Palace  in  the  hands  of  the  Douglas  faction  ;  its 
latter  umc  waH  n»  a  dungeon  for  the  worni  felons,  whose  better  security  was  insured  by 
an  iron  bar  |)liu'ed  along  the  tloor.  Here  also  the  condemned  criminal  generally  spent 
the  last  wretched  hours  of  life,  often  oh  tincd  to  the  same  iron  bar,  and  surrounded  with  the 
reckless  and  depraved,  whose  presence  forbade  a  serious  thought.  It  was  indeed  among 
the  worst  features  of  this  miserable  abode  of  crime,  that  its  dimensions  entirely  precluded 
nil  classificution.  It  had  no  open  area  atluclicd  to  it,  to  which  the  prisoner  might 
esca]io  for  fresh  air,  or  even  a  glimpse  of  tiio  light  of  day,  and  no  solitary  cell  whither 
he  might  withdraw  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  solitude  and  quiet  reflection.  Dante's 
memorable  inscription  for  the  gates  of  hell  might  have  found  no  inappropriate  place  over 
its  gloomy  mortal : — 

All  bupe  abandon,  yu  wbo  enter  here  I 


fi 


\Vo  must  refer  the  reader  to  C'hnnibers's  "  Traditions,"  for  much  that  is  curious  and 
amusing  among  the  legends  of  the  Tolboofli,  gathered  from  the  tales  of  its  old  inmates,  or 
the  recollections  of  aged  citizens.  One  of  its  most  distinguishiug  traits,  which  it  might  be 
supposed  to  retain  as  an  heirloom  of  its  former  more  dignified  duties,  was  a  total  suspension 
of  its  retentive  capabilities  whenever  any  prisoner  of  rank  wns  committed  to  the  custody  of 
its  walls.*  A  golden  key,  doubtlctis,  was  sometimes  effectual  in  unlocking  its  ])onderouB 
bars ;  but  when  this  wns  provided  against,  other  means  were  discovered  for  eliciting  the 
convenient  facility  of  '*  knowing  (hose  who  ought  to  be  re8|)ected  on  account  of  their  rank." 
It  is  no  less  worthy  of  note,  that  orcnhions  occurred  in  which  the  Tolbooth  proved  the  only 
effectual  roiul  to  freedom  for  some  of  the  most  notorious  offenders,  when  seeking  to  elude 
the  eniiHHurics  of  justice.  An  old  laily,  to  whose  retentive  memory  we  owe  simie  interesting 
recollections  of  former  times, — when,  as  she  was  wont  to  say,  she  used  to  gather  gowans  on 
the  banks  of  the  Nor'  Loch,  and  take  a  day's  ramble  in  Bearford's  Parks," — related  the  follow- 
ing as  u  tradition  she  had  heard  in  early  youth  : — When  Mitchell,  the  fanatic  preacher,  who 

'  Chanibcm'a  Caledonia,  vol.  il.  p.  8U, 

'  "  The  Viscoiintof  Frcndracht  (of  the  anrnnmo  of  Crclghtoun),  bis  brother  being  priiioner  in  the  Tolbuith  of  Edin- 
burgh fi>r  murtber,  and  once  pdnnelt  befoir  the  Crimiiiall  .ludge,  e4capit,  being  clothed  in  ane  wonianea  apperell,  upone  the 
cllerint  day  of  Junij  |lilOl],  being  Settirday,  aV)ont  «ex  bourin  at  evin,  i'l  fair  day  licht." — Nicoll'a  Diary,  p.  4li. 

'  The  aito  of  Oeurge  Street,  and  the  ailjoining  pr.rta  of  the  New  Town. 
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•hot  the  Biiihop  of  Orknoy  in  IflflS,  iit  tlio  lioml  of  Rlnrkfriam  Wytnl,  in  nn  nttfmpt  to 
HiMninnto  Arrhl>ii<ho|i  tShtkr)H>,  mt  «tritnKi>ly  uIiiiIimI  tli«  Htrict  m>ari'h  niiwlu  for  him ;  ho  I'll'itctcd 
hi*  cucafiu  hy  tikkin>;  rcfiiKo  in  tho  TnlbiMith,  to  which  ingreai,  in  latter  timon  at  l«n*t,  waa 
never  very  tli(Hi;ult.  The  cih  K'nti-H  were  nhnt  at  tho  time,  and  none  allowed  to  jjo  out 
without  n  |iuMH|M>rt  )ii)(ned  hy  ont'  of  the  nui^ciNtraton,  hut  it  will  renilily  \vs  lieiicved  that  the 
Tolltooth  nii^ht  lio  overlooked  in  the  moxt  vigilant  purNuit  after  one  who  wait  to  ho  con- 
itigncd  to  it  the  inxtant  he  wax  takon.  It  muy  ho,  however,  that  tliiR  interei«linf(  tradition 
id  only  a  confuncd  vernion  of  n  later  ocrurrence  in  the  Hanio  reijjn,  when  ItoU'rt  FerguNon, 
a  notoriouH  clmrai'ter,  known  hy  the  name  of  •'  the  I'lottcr,"  wuh  Hearehed  for  in  Kdin- 
liurgh  under  Honiewhat  riimiliir  I'ircuniHtancoH,  nx  one  of  the  ronRpiratorH  iniplifiited  in  the 
Ryc-HoUMo  Plot.  It  wuh  ulmoHt  certainly  known  that  he  wax  in  the  town,  and  the  gutcH 
were  orcordinply  cloned,  hut  he  aUo  availed  himself  of  the  name  injccnioUM  hidinp-place,  nnd 
quietly  withdrew  after  the  whole  town  hiid  hcen  Hcnrchcd  lor  him  in  vain.  Another  nimilar 
c«co|)o  is  mentioned  in  the  ''  Minor  AntinuiticH,"  where  the  IliKhlandii  were  Ncoured  hy 
the  agentw  of  jfoveriiineiit  in  Benroh  for  n  jKentleman  concerned  in  the  rehellion  of  1745, 
while  he  was  (juietly  taking  hi«  cane  in  "  the  Kin^jV  Anld  Tolhooth." 

Of  the  nunieroUH  feiinilc  innialei*  of  thin  "  houne  of  care,'  we  Mimll  only  mention  two, 
who  contrast  with  one  another  no  lenit  Ntrikin^'ly  in  their  crimen  tiian  in  their  fate.  In  the 
year  1"~<I  great  interent  waw  excited  hy  a  trial  for  forgery,  in  wliich  Mr  (Jeorge  Ilender- 
Hon,  a  wealthy  merchant  in  Kilinhurgh,  wax  nccnned  of  forging  a  hill  u|)on  the  Duchcita 
of  (iordon  for  £riS,  which  ho  hud  endoruod  to  Mrs  Maclood,  the  wife  of  n  wig-maker  in 
Ix!ilh.  ItcH])ectable  citizonH  declared  on  oath  that  they  had  heen  prexcnt  when  Ilcnder- 
8on  Higued  the  hill,  nnd  had  nitixcd  their  nanioM  to  it  in  hix  proflonce  ax  witneftnefl ;  others 
had  seen  him  on  the  name  evening,  n  little  ahovo  the  Canongate  (,'roH»,  in  oomiiany  with 
Mrs  Madeod,  nnd  droHHod  in  "  dark  coloured  clothes,  nnd  n  hlnck  wig."  Ko  conelui*ivo 
did  the  whole  evidence  njipear,  that  the  liord  Advocate,  I>unoan  Forhes  of  Cullodon,  ])re- 
Hcntod  himself  before  the  Court  on  the  hint  day  of  the  summer  SoHsion,  and  demanded  the 
prisoner's  conviction  hy  n  decree  of  the  Judges.  Hy  the  most  strenuous  exertions  of  council 
and  friends,  the  canse  was  delayed  till  the  winter  Session,  nnd  meanwhile  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, when  going  north  to  Culloden,  stopjKjd  at  Kilravoch  to  insiiect  a  new  house  that  a 
friend  was  having  huilt.  One  of  the  cnrjKinters  employed  on  the  house,  nn  intelligent  nnd 
expert  workman  named  David  IIoUHchold,  could  nowhere  he  found  on  the  proprietor 
inquiring  fur  him  to  furnish  some  information  ;  this  casual  incident  led  to  inquiries,  and 
nt  length  to  the  discuvcry  of  a  most  ingenious  and  complicated  system  of  fraud  practised 
by  Mrs  Maclood  with  the  aid  of  Household,  whom  she  had  dressed  up  in  her  own  husband's 
black  cont  nnd  w-ig,  and  bribed  (n  personato  the  merchant  who  so  narrowly  escaped  con- 
viction nnd  execution.  So  (lcc|ily  was  the  I^)rd  Advocnte  impressed  with  the  striking 
nature  of  the  case,  that  he  often  afterwards  declared,  had  Henderson  been  executed  in 
accordance  with  his  official  desire,  "  he  would  have  looked  upon  hiniself  as  guilty  of 
murder." 

On  Household  being  shown  to  the  witnesses,  attired  in  his  former  disguise,  they  nt  once 
detected  the  fraud.  Henderson  was  released,  and  Mrs  Maclcod  put  on  trial  in  his  stead. 
From  the  evidence  ]iroduced,  it  ajipeared  that  this  ingenious  jilot  hud  been  concocted  for 
the  pious  purpose  of  raising,  on  the  credit  of  the  bill,  n  small  sum  to  release  her  husband 
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from  priaon  i  bnt  the  detection  of  iti  forgery  inTolved  her  mare  deeply  in  crime.  She 
wu  found  gnilty,  and  executed  on  the  8th  of  March  following.  If  Mri  Macleod  had  ahown 
art  in  contriving  and  executing  this  fraud,  she  displayed  no  lesa  fortitude  in  meeting  her 
Akte.  She  went  to  the  place  of  execution  dressed  in  a  black  robe  and  petticoat  with  a 
large  hoop,  a  white  flui  in  her  hand,  and  a  white  sarsenet  hood  on  her  head,  according  to 
the  fashion  of  the  times.  When  she  came  upon  the  scaffold,  she  put  off  the  ornamental 
parts  of  her  attire,  pinned  a  handkerchief  over  her  breast,  and  put  the  fatal  cord  about  her 
neck  with  her  own  hands.  She  maintained  the  same  courageous  deportment  to  the  last, 
and  died  denying  her  guilt.' 

No  prisoner  incarcerated  within  the  Old  Tolbooth  ever  excited  a  greater  degree  of 
interest  in  the  minds  of  contemporaries  than  the  one  whom  we  present  in  contrast  to 
the  last, — Katharine  Nairn,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Bobert  Nairn,  Bart.,  of  Dunsinnane,  who 
was  brought  to  trial  on  the  6th  of  August  1765.  She  was  accused  and  convicted  of 
poisoning  her  husband,  with  the  aid  of  his  own  brother,  her  astiooiate  in  other  crimes. 
The  marriage  appears  to  have  been  one  of  those  unequal  matches  by  which  the  happiness 
of  woman  is  so  often  sacrificed  to  schemes  of  worldly  policy.  The  victim,  to  whom  she 
had  been  married  in  her  nineteenth  year,  was  a  man  of  property,  and  advanced  in  life. 
Popular  indignation  was  so  strongly  excited  at  the  report  of  the  deeds  she  had  per- 
petrated, that  she  was  with  difficulty  rescued  from  the  mob  on  being  first  brought  to 
Edinburgh ;  yet  her  presence  so  wrought  on  the  fickle  populace,  that  her  guilt  was  soon 
forgot  in  the  sympathy  excited  by  her  yonthfVil  appearance.  Both  she  and  her  paramour, 
who  was  an  officer  in  the  army,  were  condemned;  and  the  latter  was  executed  in  the 
Grassmarket,  in  accordance  with  his  sentence,  after  he  had  been  three  times  respited 
through  the  interest  of  his  friends.  Meanwhile  the  fair  partner  of  his  guilt  obtained  a 
reprieve  in  consequence  of  her  pregnancy ;  and  only  two  days  after  her  accouchement,  she 
composedly  walked  out  of  the  Tolbooth,  disguised  in  the  garments  of  Mrs  Shields,  the 
well-known  midwife  who  had  attended  on  her  during  her  confinement,  and  added  to  her 
other  favours  this  extra-professional  delivery.  In  her  confusion  she  knocked  at  Lord  Alva's 
door  in  James's  Court,  mistaking  it  for  that  of  her  father's  agent ;  but  the  footboy,  who 
opened  the  door  with  a  candle  in  his  hand,  had  been  present  at  the  trial,  and  immediately 
raised  the  hue  and  cry,  while  she  took  to  her  heels  down  a  neighbouring  close.  She  was 
concealed  for  some  time  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  prison,  in  a  cellar  about  half- 
way down  the  old  back  stairs  of  the  Parliament  Close,  attached  to  the  house  of  her  uncle, 
who  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Bench  under  the  title  of  Lord  Dunsinnane.  Our 
informant,  an  elderly  gentleman,  added,  when  relating  it,  that  he  was  himself  in- 
debted to  Mrs  Shields  for  his  first  entrance  on  "  the  stage  of  life ; "  and  the  old  lady 
when  narrating  her  successful  jail  delivery,  used  to  hint,  with  a  very  knowing  look,  "that 
there  were  other  folk  besides  her  could  tell  the  same  tale,"  meaning,  as  was  surmised,  that 
neither  the  turnkey  nor  the  Lord  Advocate  were  quite  ignorant  of  the  exchange  of  mid- 
wives  at  the  time.  Katharine  Nairn  at  length  effected  a  safe  fiight  to  the  Continent, 
disguised  in  an  officer's  uniform ; '  from  thence  she  escaped  to  America,  where  she  is  said 


*  Arnot't  Criminal  Triali,  8va,  p.  317. 

*  She  was  conduoted  to  Dorer  in  ik  post-chaiae,  under  core  of  one  of  her  nnole's  clerks.    Tliis  penon  was  kept  in 
constant  dread  of  diaoovery  during  the  journey  from  the  extreme  frivolity  of  her  conduct, 
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to  hare  married  again,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age  rarrounded  by  a  numerotu  and 
attached  familj, — a  itriking  contrast  in  love  and  fortune  to  the  too  faithi\il  wife  of  the 
poor  wig-maker  of  Leith. 

The  hero,  however,  of  the  Tolbooth,  to  modem  reader*,  ii  Captain  Porteoui.'  The 
mob  that  thundered  at  its  ancient  portal  on  the  eventfU  night  of  the  7th  September  1736, 
and  daahed  through  its  blacmg  embers  to  drag  forth  the  victim  of  their  indignant  revenge, 
has  cast  into  the  shade  all  former  acts  of  Lynek  Leav,  for  which  the  Edinburgh  populace  were 
once  so  notorious.  The  skill  with  which  the  great  novelist  has  interwoven  the  leading 
acts  of  this  striking  act  of  popular  vengeance,  with  the  thrilling  scenes  of  his  beautiAil 
fiction,  has  done  much  to  extend  its  fame,  yet  all  the  main  features  of  the  Porteous  mob,  as 
related  in  the  "Heart  of  Midlothian,"  are  strictly  true,  and  owe  their  influence  on  the  mind 
of  the  reader  less  to  the  daring  character  of  the  act,  than  to  the  moderation  and  singleness 
of  purpose  with  which  it  was  accomplished.  This  has  tended  to  confirm  the  belief  that 
the  leaders  of  the  mob  were  men  of  rank  and  influence,  and  although  any  evidence  since 
obtained  seems  rather  to  suggest  a  different  opinion,*  most  of  the  older  citizens,  who  have 
conversed  in  their  youth  with  those  who  had  witnessed  that  memorable  tumult,  adhere  to 
the  idea  then  generally  entertained,  that  the  execution  of  Porteous  was  the  act  of  men 
moving  in  the  higher  ranks  of  society.     We  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  to  whom 

'  Th«  foUowlng  curioiu  uoount  of  tb«  attampt  *l  MO»p*  by  RobarUon  tad  WilioD,  whoM  prooMdingi  (ormad  th* 
flnt  Mt  in  th*  dnia*  of  th*  Portaoiu  Hob,  i«  glvao  in  Uw  Cahdonian  Mtnmy  for  April  12,  17SS :—"  Friday 
moroiDg  Uit,  about  two  o'olook,  th*  Man*  in  th*  oitj  jtU  mad*  a  grand  attampt  to  ••cap* ;  for  which  purpoi*  Ratolilf 
and  Sltwart,  hon*-iteal*n,  iom*  tim*  brought  oTsr  from  Aborbrothook,  had  dropt  a  pack-thr*ad  out  of  a  window, 
to  th*  and  of  wbioh  thair  acoomplictn  tied  apring  lawt  and  toma  other  aoouutremanta,  wherewith  Ratoliff  and  Stewart 
cut  through  the  great  iron  bar*  that  aeoura  a  very  thick  window  on  the  iiiaide,  and  afterwarda  the  crou  grata  in 
the  window ;  thejr  then  out  a  large  bole  in  the  floor  of  thair  apartment,  which  ia  immediately  orar  that  wherein  Kubert- 
Bon  and  Wileon  (condemned  to  aulTar  Wadneeday  next)  lie ;  which  laet,  in  return  for  thi*  friendly  ofllce,  contributed 
in  the  following  manner  to  bring  about  their  mutual  aaoape,  Tii.,  Katoliff  and  Stewart  Uy  every  uight  nailed  to  th* 
floor  by  a  long  iron  bar  fifteen  inchaa  round,  the  auppnrten  whereof  detain  priaonera  at  th*  mlddl*  of  th*  bar, 
and  are  faataned  with  amallar  iron  ban  paaaing  through  the  floor  to  the  apirtnient  below,  fixed  there  with  wedge* 
through  eyea,  which  wedge*  being  itruck  out  by  Robertaon  and  Wilaon,  Kittcllit  and  Stewart  had  acceaa  to  ahift 
themaelvea  to  the  end  of  the  bar  and  unlock  it.  Being  thui  diaengaged,  they  hauled  Robertaon  and  Wilaon  up 
through  the  hole,  and  then  proceeded  to  break  out  at  a  window  fronting  the  north  ;  and,  laat  the  aentlnel  on  duty 
at  the  Puraea  ahould  mar  th*  deaign,  their  aaaociat**  io  w  oman-dreaa  had  knocked  him  down,  Stewart  accordingly 
oame  down  th*  three  atoreya  by  a  ropa,  in  hia  ahlrt,  '  .1  eacapad ;  Wilaon  eeaayed  it  next,  but  being  a  aquat  round 
man,  atuck  in  the  grate,  and  before  be  could  be  diaentangled,  th*  guard  waa  alarmed.  Nor  waa  it  poaalbi*  for 
th*  keeper*  to  bear  them  at  work ;  for  wheneter  thoa*  in  the  upper  apartment  fell  a  aawing,  they  below  aung 
paalma.  When  they  had  done,  Uillar  of  Balmeroy,  hli  wife,  and  daughter,  tuned  up  another  in  their  apartment,  and  to 
forth. 

"  Yeaterday  forenoon  Robertaon  and  Wilaon  war*  carried  from  priaon  to  th*  Tolbooth  Kirk,  to  hear  their  laat  aermon, 
but  were  not  well  aettled  there  when  Wilaon  boldly  attempted  to  break  out,  by  wrenching  himaalf  out  of  the  hand*  of 
four  armed  aoldiara,  Finding  himaelf  diaappointed  here,  hia  next  care  wti  to  employ  the  aoldieia  till  Robartaon  ahould 
eaeape ;  ihia  he  *<r*cted  by  aecuring  two  of  them  in  hia  trma ;  and,  after  calling  out,  Oiordit,  do  for  iky  Hfi  I  anatched 
hold  of  a  third  with  hia  teeth.  Hereupon  Robertaon,  after  tripping  up  th*  fourth,  jumped  out  of  the  aaat,  and  run  over 
the  tope  of  the  pewa  with  incredibi*  agility,  the  audience  opening  a  way  for  him  aufflcient  to  recelT*  them  both  ;  and  in 
hurrying  out  at  the  auuth  gat*  of  th*  church,  he  tumbled  over  the  collection-money.  Thence  he  reeled  and '.  taggered 
through  the  Parliament  Cloee,  and  got  down  to  the  New  Staira,  and  often  tripptd  by  the  way,  but  had  not  time  to  fall> 
aome  of  the  guard  being  cloae  after  him.  Paaaing  down  the  Cowgate,  he  ran  up  the  Hone  Wynd,  and  out  at  the  Potter- 
row  Port,  th*  crowd  all  the  way  corering  hia  retreat,  who,  by  this  time  were  become  ao  numeroua,  that  it  waa  dangeroui 
for  the  guard  to  look  after  him.  In  the  wynd  he  made  up  to  a  aaddled  borae^  and  would  have  mounted  him,  but 
the  gentleman  to  whom  the  horaa  belonged  prevented  him.  Paaaing  the  Crusaeauaaway,  he  got  into  the  King'a  Park, 
and  took  the  Duddingaton  Road.  Upon  Robertaon'a  getting  out  of  th*  church  door,  Wilaon  waa  immediately  carried 
out,  without  getting  aermon,  and  put  in  cloae  cuatody  to  prevent  hia  eaeape,  which  th*  audience  aeomed  much  inclined 
to  favour.    So  that  he  muat  pay  for  all  Wedneaday  next." 

'  Ante,  p.  109. 
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we  are  indebted  for  other  ourion*  tradttione,  thet  hii  grett-grandfkther,  Lord  Alr»,  had 
often  Minred  hii  grandfether  of  thie,  and  itated,  in  corroboration,  that  Lord  Haddington 
wae  known  to  hare  taken  a  prominent  share  in  the  proceedings,  diiguiied  in  hie  own 
oook-maid'i  dresi.  There  it  little  reason  to  anticipate  that  the  mystery  in  which  this 
deed  of  popular  justice  is  involved  will  ever  be  further  cleared  up,  now  that  nearly  a 
century  and  a  half  lus  elapsed  since  its  occurrence.  The  absence,  however,  of  all  acts 
of  violence  or  private  injury,  seems  rath' .  to  prove  the  unanimity  of  feeling  that  prevailed 
on  the  occasion,  than  the  presence  of  actors  Arom  the  upper  ranks  of  society ;  since,  how- 
ever much  the  latter  might  desire  to  accomplish  their  purpose  with  the  calm  severity  of  a 
judicial  act,  their  inclinations  could  have  had  little  effect  in  securing  the  moderation  of  the 
rabble,  to  whom,  on  any  other  occasion,  such  an  event  would  have  proved  so  favourable  an 
opportunity  for  excess.  We  shall  conclude  our  notice  of  this  memorable  deed,  with  the 
very  circumstantial  narrative  fternished  in  the  evidence  of  George  Wilson,  a  workman  in 
Edinburgh,  as  confirmed  and  extended  by  other  witnesses  examined  on  the  trial  of  William 
Ifaclauchlane,  already  alluded  to.  Their  account  is  divested  of  the  usual  legal  formality, 
and  otherwise  somewhat  abridged,  but  the  substance  is  as  follows : — Wilson  stated  that 
he  arrived  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  at  the  Tolbooth,  where  he  saw  faggots  of  broom 
brought  by  some  of  the  mob,  with  which  they  set  fire  to  the  door.  He  waited  till  he 
saw  Captain  Porteous  brought  down ;  and  after  that  the  mob  carried  him  up  the  Lawn- 
market  until  they  came  to  Stewart's  sign-post,  near  the  Bow  head,  over  which  some  of 
them  proposed  to  hang  him,  but  others  were  against  it.  He  was  stopped  a  second  time 
at  the  Weigh-house.  By  this  time  Wilson  contrived  to  get  near  Porteous,  and  heard  some 
of  the  rioters  propose  to  hang  him  over  the  Weigh-house  stair,  but  here  the  witness  wai 
recognised  as  an  intruder,  and  knocked  down  by  one  of  the  ringleaders  in  female  attire. 
After  being  run  over  by  a  nimibcr  of  the  mob,  Wilson  recovered  himself,  and  followed 
them  to  the  Qrassmarket,  where  he  saw  Porteous  dragged  to  the  dyer's  tree,  whereon 
he  was  hanged.  There  he  saw  the  wretched  captive  give  his  purse  to  a  wealthy  citizen 
who  was  near,  to  be  delivered  to  his  brother,  a  fact  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  evidence 
of  the  citizen  himself.  Tlie  account  this  witness  gives  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
final  object  of  all  this  procedure  was  accomplished,  fully  confirms  the  resolute  com- 
posure with  which  the  rioters  are  said  to  have  acted  throughout  He  saw  the  rope 
put  about  Porteous's  neck,  but  he  was  not  drawn  up  until  it  was  reported  that  the 
military  were  coming  from  the  Canongate  by  the  Hospital  port,  at  the  foot  of  Leith 
Wyud.  Even  after  Porteous  was  hung  up,  he  was  twice  let  down  again.  The  first 
time  the  rope  was  not  right  about  his  neck  ;  and  when  he  had  been  a  second  time  drawn 
up  he  was  again  let  down,  and  his  shirt  drawn  over  his  face.  Others  of  the  mob,  how- 
ever, were  more  violent  in  their  proceedings,  striking  him  on  the  face  with  their  Lochaber- 
axes,  and  shouting  to  cut  off  his  ears,  and  otherwise  to  wreak  tlieir  vengeance  on  him. 
William  Turner,  another  witness,  mentions  having  observed  Porteous,  after  he  was  hung 
up,  struggling  to  take  hold  of  the  rope,  but  the  rioters  struck  at  him  with  their  weapons, 
and  compelled  him  to  quit  his  hold.  When  they  were  satisfied  that  their  object  was 
accomplished,  they  nailed  the  end  of  the  rope  to  the  pole,  fiung  away  their  weapons,  and 
rapidly  dispersed. 

Such  is  the  narrative,  as  related  by  eye-witnesses,  immediately  after  the  occurrence  of 
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thii  memorablo  orent.  The  newipapori  for  lome  time  ailerwarda  abound  with  notices  of 
the  prooautioni  taken,  when  too  late,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  an  act,  the  idea  of  which 
can  hanlly  have  appeared  otherwise  than  ridiculous  even  at  tlio  time.  The  gatoi  of  the 
Nether  Bow  Port  were  fattened  back  to  preserve  the  free  access  of  the  military  to  the  citji 
guards  wore  established  there  \  the  trained  bands  were  called  out ;  grenadier  companies 
quartered  in  the  town  and  suburbs  ;  and  most  effectual  means  taken  to  prevent  the  hanging 
of  a  second  Porteous,  if  any  such  had  existed.'  On  the  second  day  after  his  execution,  the 
body  of  Porteous  was  interred  in  the  Qreyflriors  Churchyard,*  but  the  exact  spot  has  long 
since  ceased  to  be  remembered.* 

The  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh  was  visited  by  Howard  in  the  year  1782,  and  again  in 
1787,  and  on  the  last  occasion  he  strongly  expressed  his  dissatisfaction,  declaring  that  he 
hod  expected  to  have  found  a  new  one  in  its  stead.*  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  year 
1817  that  the  huge  pile  of  antique  masonry  was  doomed  to  destruction.  Its  materials 
were  sold  in  the  month  of  September,  and  its  demolition  took  place  almost  immediately 
afterwards.  Tlie  following  extract  from  a  periodical  of  that  period,  while  it  shows  with 
bow  little  grief  the  demolition  of  the  ancient  fabric  was  witnessed,  also  points  out  the 
ORATB  or  THB  OLD  TOLBOOTH.  It  sccms  to  havc  bcou  buried  with  a  sort  of  pauper's 
Aineral,  on  the  extreme  outskirts  of  the  new  city  that  was  rising  up  beyond  those  ancient 
boundaries  of  which  it  had  so  long  formed  the  heart.  "  Now,"  says  the  writer,  "  that  the 
Luckenbooths  have  been  safely  carted  to  Leith  Wynd  (would  that  it  had  been  done  some 
dozen  years  ago  I )  and  the  Tolbooth, — to  the  unutterable  delight  of  the  inhabitants, — is 
journeying  quickly  to  Fettes  Row,  there  to  be  transferred  into  common  sowers  and  drains, 
the  irregular  and  grim  visage  of  the  Cathedral  bos  been  in  a  great  measure  unveiled."  * 
The  uneeiling  of  the  Cathedral  had  formed  the  grand  object  of  all  civic  committees  of 
taste  for  well-nigh  half  a  century  before ;  the  renovation  of  the  ancient  fabric  thereby 
exposed  to  vulgar  gaze  became  the  next  subject  of  discussion,  until  this  also  was  at  length 
accomplished  in  1829,  at  the  cost  not  only  of  much  money,  but  of  nearly  all  its  ancient 
and  characteristic  features.  Added  to  all  these  radical  changes,  the  assistance  rendered 
by  the  Great  Fire  of  1824,  unexpectedly  removed  a  whole  range  of  eyesores  to  such 
reformers,  in  the  destruction  of  the  ancient  tenements  between  St  Qiles's  and  the  Tron 
Church. 

As  the  only  means  of  giving  width  and  uniformity  to  the  street,  all  this  comes  fairly 
within  the  category  of  civic  improvements ;  how  far  it  tended  to  increase  the  picturesque 
beauty  of  the  old  thoroughfare  is  a  very  different  question.  Taylor,  the  Water  Poet, 
in  the  amusing  narrative  of  his  "  Pennylesse  Pilgrimage  "  from  London  to  Edinburgh, 
published  in  1618,  describes  the  High  Street  as  "  the  fairest  and  goodliest  street  that 
ever  mine  eyes  beheld,  for  I  did  never  see  or  hoar  of  a  street  of  that  length,  which 
is  half  an  English  mile  from  the  Castle  to  a  faire  port,  which  they  colle  the  Neather 


>  CaUdmian  Mtrenry,  September  S3,  1736.  '  Ibid,  September  0. 

*  "  No  leea  thBO  MveDteen  orimiiuU  eiceped  from  the  city  jail  on  tliie  oeouion,  imong  whom  are  the  dngoon  who 
wu  indicted  for  the  murder  of  the  butcher*!  wife  in  Dunie,  the  two  Newhaven  men  lateiy  brought  in  from  Blaokoeai 
Caatle  fur  amuggling,  leven  lentinel*  of  the  city  guard,  ftc." — Ibid,  September  9th. 

*  Arnot,  who  never  mincei  matten  when  diapoaed  to  oenaure,  fumiahea  a  very  graphic  picture  of  the  horron  of  the 
old  jail  of  Edinburgh.— Uiat.  of  Edinburgh,  p,  298. 

*  Edin.  Hag.  Mot,  1817,  p.  322. 
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BoW|  ,  .  .  tha  bnildingi  on  each  lide  of  the  wkjr  b«ing  all  of  iqnared  itone,  fire, 
■ix,  and  MTen  atoriei  high."  "  When  I  came  flnt  into  the  High  Street,"  aayi  another 
trareller,  writing  muro  than  a  century  after  him,  "  1  thought  I  had  nerer  leen  anything 
of  the  kind  more  magnificent." '  Oradually,  however,  the  trareller  learned,  f^m  hii 
oivio  entertainer*,  to  mingle  luggeitioni  of  improvement  with  hie  admiration.  '*  Yoo 
have  leen,"  aayi  Topham,  writing  from  Edinburgh  in  1770,  "  the  famous  itreet  at 
Lisle,  la  Hue  Itoyale,  leading  to  the  port  of  Touruay,  which  is  said  to  be  the  finest  in 
Europe,  but  which,  I  can  assure  you,  is  not  to  be  compared  either  b  length  or  breadth 
to  the  High  Street  at  Edinburgh."  He  adds,  however,  "  would  they  be  at  the  expense 
of  removing  some  buildings  which  obstruct  the  view,  nothing  could  be  conceived 
more  magnificent"  *  Similar  remarks  might  bo  quoted  from  later  travellers ;  we  shall 
only  add  that  of  our  greatest  living  landscape  |>aiuter.  Turner,  expressed  since  the  removal 
of  the  Luckenbooths,  that  "  the  old  High  Street  of  Edinburgh  was  only  surpassed  in 
Europe  by  that  of  Oxford."  Imposbg  as  the  efiect  of  the  High  Street  still  is, — 
although  scarcely  a  year  passes  without  the  loss  of  some  one  or  other  of  its  ancient  and 
characteristic  features, — we  doubt  if  its  broad  and  unencumbered  thoroughfare  will  ever 
again  meet  with  the  praise  that  it  received  f^om  travellers  who  had  to  pass  through  the 
narrow  defile  of  the  Purui,  or  thread  their  way  along  by  the  still  more  straitened 
Kramet  that  clung  on  to  the  old  church  walls.  So  far  as  picturesque  efibct  is  concerned, 
this  improvement  very  much  resembles  »  reform  efi'ected  of  late  years  in  Salisbury 
Cathedral.  An  ancient  screen  which  divided  the  Lady  Cliapel  fl-om  the  choir  had  long 
been  on  eyesore  to  certain  men  of  taste,  who  found  in  the  glimpses  of  the  little  chapel 
that  thoy  caught  beyond,  far  too  much  left  to  their  imagination.  It  was  accordingly 
demolished,  under  the  direction  of  Mr  James  Wyatt,  when,  to  their  surprise,  much  of  the 
rich  effect  of  the  chapel  vanished  along  with  the  screen,  and  they  began  to  think  that  it 
might  liave  been  a  part  of  the  original  designer's  intention  to  conceal  the  plain  shafts  of 
the  pillars,  while  their  capitals,  and  the  rich  groiniugs  of  the  roof,  alone  appeared.  We 
strongly  suspect  our  city  reformers  fancied  that  every  bit  of  the  old  church  which  the 
Luckenbooths  concealed  was  to  disclose  features  as  rich  as  the  fine  Qothio  crown  they 
saw  lowering  over  the  chimney-tops.* 

Tlio  ancient  buildings  that  occupied  the  middle  of  the  High  Street,  between  the 
Tolbooth  and  the  Cross,  formed  a  range  of  irregular  and  picturesque  lands,  nearly  all 
with  timber  fronts  and  lofty  peaked  gables  projecting  into  the  street  Through  one  of 
these,  an  alley,  sometimes  called  the  Old-Kirk  Style,  led  from  the  head  of  Advocates' 
Close  to  the  old  north  porch  of  St  Qiles's  Church,  obliterated  in  the  remodelling  of  that 
venerable  edifice.  This  ancient  alley  is  alluded  to  by  the  name  it  generally  received 
to  the  last  in  Dunb  ir's  Address  to  the  Merchants  of  Edinburgh,  written  about  the  year 


■  Li«tt«n  from  the  North  of  Scotland,  I7£4, 

I  Tophun's  Lattcn,  p.  8.  Then  U  iin  kmiuing  tandmioy  in  mtaj  minda  to  ragtrd  mnj  neu  objeot  u  obttrvetiftg 
At  view,  without  tho  leut  oouidantion  of  what  li«a  beyond  it.  W«  heard  bteljr  of  an  Engliah  lady,  who,  on  her  arriral 
in  Edinburgh,  tooli  up  her  abode  in  faaiiionabla  lodging!  at  the  waat  and  of  Prlnoea  Street.  On  a  friend  inquiring  how 
ahe  liked  the  proapeot  from  lier  window,  ahe  replied,  that  the  view  would  really  be  Tery  fine,  were  it  not  for  that  great 
oaatle  etanding  in  the  way  t 

*  "  The  chief  ornament  of  Edinburgh  la  St  Oilee'a  Church,  a  magniSoent  Outhic  pile,  the  beautiea  of  which  are  almoat 
wholly  concealed  by  the  houeea  in  ita  near  neighbourhood,  particularly  the  Luokenbootlu,  which,  it  ia  ezpeotad,  will 
■hortly  be  pulled  down."— Campbell'a  Journey,  1803,  toI.  ii.  p.  liS. 
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1400  t '  and  in  the  following  ccntnrjr  it  wm  the  locne  of  the  uiueinktion  of  M'Lellan 
of  Bombie,  who  in  the  jear  lOSA,  wm  wkjrUid  >nil  liKin  there  in  open  (Uj,  with  perfect 
impunity,  by  the  lairde  of  Lochinmr  tnd  Druminnrig,  during  the  turbulent  nway  of 
the  DonglMei,  in  the  minority  of  Jamei  V.  Nnmerou*  periontl  encounter*  occurred 
at  the  same  place  in  early  timet,  conieqnent  on  iti  vicinity  to  the  Parliament  Ilouie 
and  courti  of  lawi  and  even  after  the  fhiita  of  many  revolution!  had  put  ei  end  to 
■ttoh  ecenee  of  violence,  tbi«  dark  alley  maintained  lomewhat  of  its  old  character,  aa  a 
fkvonrite  reiort  of  the  thief  and  pickpocket, — degenerate  eucceiiori  of  the  cateran  and 
moM-troo)M)r  I 

The  building!  of  the  middle  row  were  extremely  irregular  in  character.  The  timber 
land  immediately  in  (Vont  of  8t  Gilei'a  iteet  le  waa  only  three  eturiei  high,  and  with  a  very 
low-pitched  roof,  lo  ai  to  admit  of  the  clock  l)eing  icen  by  paeicri  in  the  High  Street ; 
while  the  one  a^oining  it  to  the  weat,  after  riniiig  to  the  height  of  five  *toriei  and  finiih- 
ing  with  two  very  iteep  overhanging  gablci  in  f^ont,  hul  a  lixth  reared  above  theee,  with 
a  flat  lead  roof, — like  a  crow'i  nest  ituck  between  the  bnttlcment*  of  lome  ancient  peel 
to«er.*  The  two  moit  easterly  landa  in  the  Luckcnbooth*  differed  ftom  the  reit  in  being 
tall  and  inbttantial  erections  of  polished  nshlnr  work.  The  first  of  these  was  surmounted 
with  stone  gables  of  unequal  size,  somewhat  in  the  style  of  "  Gladstone's  land,"  at  the  head 
of  Lady  Stair's  Close,  and  apparently  built  not  later  than  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  The  other 
building,  which  presented  its  main  Aront  down  the  High  Street,  though  evidently  a  more 
recent  erection,  yielded  in  interest  to  none  of  the  private  buildings  of  Edinburgh.  "  Creech's 
Land,"  as  it  was  termed,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  burgh,  after  one  of  its  latest  and 
most  worthy  occupants,  formed  the  })eculiar  haunt  of  the  miucs  during  the  last  century. 
Thither  Allan  Ramsay  removed  in  1725, — immediately  after  publishing  the  first  complete 
edition  of  his  greot  pastoral  poem, — from  the  sign  of  the  Mercury's  Head,  opposite  Niddry's 
Wynd,  and  there, — on  the  first  floor,  which  had  formerly  been  the  Ix)ndon  Cofiiee  House, 
— he  substituted  for  his  former  celestial  sign,  the  heads  of  Ben  Jonson  nnd  Drummond 
of  Hawthorndcn,  and  greatly  extended  his  business  with  the  profits  of  his  successful 
devotion  to  the  Muses.  It  was  on  his  removal  to  this  central  locality  that  he  established 
his  circulating  library, — the  first  institution  of  the  kind  known  in  Scotland,  not  without 
both  censure  and  interference  from  some  of  the  stricter  leaders  of  society  ot  that  period. 
"  ProfanencBs,"  says  Wodrow,  "  is  come  to  a  great  height ;  all  the  villanous,  profane, 
and  obscene  books  of  plays,  printed  at  Jjondon  by  Curie  and  others,  are  got  down  from 
London  by  Allan  Ramsay,  and  lent  out  for  an  easy  price  to  young  boys,  servant  women 
of  the  better  sort,  and  gentlemen ;  and  vice  and  obscenity  dreadfully  propagated." 
Ramsay's  fume  nnd  fortune  progressed  with  unabating  vigour  after  this  period ;  and 
his  shop  became  the  daily  resort  of  the  lending  wits  and  literati,  as  well  as  of  every 
traveller  of  note  that  visited  the  Scottish  capital. 

■  Ant«,  p.  28. 

•  Htitland  Informi  tu  (p.  181)  that  the  Knmea  were  6nt  erected  agtinat  St  Qilea'a  Church  in  IStS.  The  Booth- 
raw,  or  Luckenbootha,  boweTer,  we  have  ahown  (ante,  p.  172)  waa  in  eiiatenoa  150  yeare  before  that,  and  probably 
much  earlier.  Haitland  derivea  ita  latter  name  from  a  ipeciea  of  woollen  cloth  called  Lalen,  brought  from  the  Low 
Countrlea  ;  but  Dr  Jamieaon  aaaigna  the  more  probable  iiourca  in  the  old  Scotch  word  Luektn,  cloaed,  or  ahut  up ; 
aignifjring  bootha  cloied  in,  and  admitting  of  being  locked,  in  contradiatinotion  to  the  open  atanda,  which  many  atlll  living 
can  remember  to  have  aeen  diaplayed  in  the  Lawumarket  every  market  day. 
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Qmy,  the  |)0«t, — who,  <luring  the  latter  jrwrt  of  hii  Ufa,  Momt  to  hsve  baan  u  rsgululjr 
initallcd  into  th«  hnuMJiuld  of  the  DuchcM  nf  Quoeniltfrry  m  ever  %aj  court-roinetrel  wm 
Id  a  |»lace  of  old, — Mcom|mui«d  hie  patroiiovii  to  Kdinburgh,  and  reilded  for  lome  time 
in  the  Canongate,  at  Queoneberry  Houm.  lie  became,  aa  waa  to  be  anticipated,  a  flreqnant 
viaitor  of  the  Hcottiih  poet,  and  i«  auid  to  hnvo  derivvd  great  amoaemcnt  from  lUmaajr'a 
humorona  doaeriptiona  of  the  leading  citiiena  aa  they  daily  oaaembled  at  the  Croaa,  within 
■ight  of  hia  windowa.  Tliat  central  a|)ot  '*  where  merclwnta  moat  do  congregate,"  woa 
thuu  odorncd  with  tho  ancient  atructure  donioliahed  in  1700,  and  formed  the  daily 
promenade  fur  tho  rutUed  and  |)owderod  ex((uiaito  to  diaplay  hia  finery,  no  leaa  than  for  the 
trader  bent  only  on  buaineaa.  The  wita  of  Edinburgh  uaed  to  meet  there,  at  the  poet'i 
ahop,  to  amuae  thomaelvea  with  the  intelligonco  of  the  day,  and  the  moat  recent  newa  in 
the  world  of  lettera.  The  late  William  Tytler,  Kaq.,  of  Woodhouaelee,  hod  frequently  aeen 
Oay  among  theae  literary  goaaipa,  and  deacribcd  him  aa  a  pleaoant-looking  little  man  with 
a  tyc-wig.  Ho  recollected  overhearing  him  deairo  Ilamaay  to  explain  many  of  the  Bcottiah 
worda  and  alluaiona  to  national  ciutoma  that  occur  in  the  Qentle  Sheplierd,  and  which  he 
engaged  on  hia  return  to  England  to  communicate  to  Pope,  who  waa  already  an  admirer 
of  tho  beautioB  of  that  admirable  poatoral.'  The  proapect,  however,  from  Allan  Bamaay't 
window,  poaaeaaed  other  attraotiona  for  the  poet  beaidea  the  grave  and  humoroua  glimpaes 
of  human  nature  it  afforded ;  for,  owing  to  the  aingular  aite  of  the  Bcottiah  capital,  it 
commanded,  although  in  the  very  heart  of  the  town,  a  view  for  many  miloa  into  the 
country,  looking  acroaa  I'rcaton  Buy  to  the  fertile  landacapo  of  Eaat  Lothian,  and  the 
heighta  that  akirt  the  German  Ocean. 

Allan  Ikmgny'H  library  and  buaineaa  were  tranaferred  by  hia  ancceaaor,  Mr  Jamea 
Maccwan,  to  tho  ahop  below ;  and  from  him  they  jioaaed  into  the  handa  of  Mr  Alexander 
Kincaid,  an  eminent  bookaollor  and  publiahor,  and  a  man  of  highly  cultivated  miud,  who 
took  an  active  ahuro  in  the  management  of  civic  affaire,  and  died  while  filling  the  office 
of  Iiord  Provoat,  January  21at,  1777.  He  waa  interred  with  all  tho  honoura  due  to  hie 
rank,  and  hia  funeral  appcara  to  have  excited  an  univeraal  aenaation  at  the  period.'  During 
hia  time  tho  old  land  acquired  an  additional  interoat  aa  a  favourite  lounge  of  Smollett,  who 
viaited  Edinburgh  in  I'/O,  and  rcaided  for  gome  time  at  hia  aiater'a  houae  in  the  Canon- 
gato.  He  appeara  to  have  derived  the  aame  amuaemcnt  as  Oay  fVom  watching  the  c-i "  ona 
groupa  that  daily  assembled  in  front  of  this  ancient  tenement.  In  the  lively  accot  .i  if 
his  visit  given  in  Humphrey  Clinker,  he  remarks — "  All  the  people  of  business  at  Eu.  > 
burgh,  and  oven  the  genteel  company,  may  be  seen  standing  in  crowds  every  day,  from 
one  to  two  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  open  street,  at  a  place  where  formerly  stood  a  market- 
cross,  a  curious  piece  of  Qothic  architecture,  still  to  be  seen  in  Lord  Somerville's  garden 
in  this  neighbourhood."  Kincaid  was  succeeded  in  the  shop  and  business  by  Mr  William 
Creech,  in  whoso  hands  this  haunt  of  tho  Muses  suffered  no  diminution  of  its  attractions. 
He  received  a  liberal  education  in  early  life;  added  to  which,  an  inexhaustible  fund  of 
amusing  anecdote,  and  great  conversational  powers,  served  through  life  to  make  his  society 
be  courted  by  the  most  eminent  men  of  his  time,  notwithstanding  tho  acquirement  latterly 
of  penurious  habits,  and  such  a  miserly  keenness  for  money,  as  precluded  not  benevolence 

>  Soot.  Htg.,  July  1802. 

'  A  ptrtiouUr  Mcount  o(  th*  (unenl  U  givra  by  Aniot,  Appendix,  No.  XI. 
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ftlona,  bnt  •rtn,  it  ia  Mi<l,  tho  hnnmt  (iiaohftrire  of  oommerrial  nhllKationi.'  For  forty 
jcar*  Mr  ('rccoh  rarrinl  on  tho  nuwt  exteniive  imkliihitiff  mnffrn  in  Ncntlaml,  Mil  ilnrinK 
tho  whiilo  of  thi«  lonK  iwriiHl  nearly  kII  the  valunbie  litenury  prraluctinn*  of  tho  tima 
IMUMml  tiirouKh  hi*  hanila.  Ilu  |iu>)liihe(i  the  writing*  of  tha  celebrated  JuiIk*  >nd 
philoeophcr,  l/tnl  Knmoe,  who  a|>|ie«rs  to  hare  regartlml  him  with  f^ieniUhip  ami  eetaem. 
Ho  waa  aUo  the  pnblither  of  the  work*  of  I>ra  HIair,  Itoattie,  ('ampbell  (tha  opponent  of 
Hnmo),  Ciillon,  Or<)K<>ry,  Adam  Hniith,  Henry  Maokaniie  (tho  Man  of  Feelinir),  Ix>rd 
WmMlhouiicU'e,  IhiKald  Htvwart,  and  llnrnii,  Iwaldee  many  otheri  of  inferior  note  i  all  of 
whom  ronortod  to  tho  old  land  in  tlio  LiitkonlKhithn,  or  to  tho  mora  lelcct  aiMembliee  that 
frequently  took  place  at  hii  brcakAut  table,  doiiKnated  by  tho  wita  CrtteKt  litHt.  Tha 
old  bibliopolitt  in  tho  aubjcrt  of  Burns'  amuniuK  |)oem,  "  W'illiti '»  atra"  written  on  tha 
oocaaiun  of  a  long  vicit  ho  yn\A  to  I^mdon  in  I7N7,  and  forwarded  to  him  by  tha  poat  at 
tha  time.    One  or  two  of  ita  atanzna  nru  very  lively  and  charactoriitio  t— 

o  Willi*  WM  *  wiujr  wifht, 

And  IumI  o'  thing*  M  un«o  illiht  | 
Aula  H**ki*  «|*  h*  li**|>lt  tl|hl, 

Ami  lrl|  »oil  tmw  | 
Bui  now  th*y  11  bu*k  bar  Ilk*  *  (right, 
WIUI*  '■  kw*. 

Km  mdr  w*  •*•  bU  Icn*  door,  „ 

I'hiliwnphan  tnil  iiii^ta  pour, 
And  toutbjr  eritio*  bjr  th*  Mor* 

In  IiIihmIjt  raw  | 
.  Tb*  *djul4at  oi  *'  tb*  our*, 

Willi*  't  kwt. 


i 


From  the  lame  claaaio  haunt  tho  Mirror  and  Lounger  were  originally  iaaued,  tho  appear- 
ance of  which  formed  a  new  era  in  the  literature  of  Edinburgh.  The  firat  paper  of  the 
Mirror  appeared  on  Saturday,  '^3d  Jitnuar,-  1770,  and  created  quite  a  acnaatimi  among  the 
blue-atockinij  cotcrica  of  the  capital.  Tlio  auccceding  numbers  were  delivered  at  Mr  Creech's 
•hop  over)  Wednesday  and  Nuturday,  and  ofTurdod  a  general  aourco  of  interest  and  literary 
amusement.  Mr  Mackenzie  was  the  conductor  and  principal  writer,  but  the  chief  contri- 
butors  latterly  formed  themselves  into  tho  "  Mirror  Club,"  which  consisted  of  Henry 
Mackenzie,  Lord  Craig,  Lord  Abcrcromby,  Lord  Dannatyne,  Ix>rd  Cullen,  Oeorgo  Homo 
of  Wcdderburn,  William  Qordon  of  Newhall,  and  George  Ogilvie,  advocates.'  Mr 
Creech,  like  his  ]>redeccssor,  bore  his  share  in  the  civic  government,  and  twice  filled 
tho  office  of  liord  Provost.  His  reputation  is  still  preserved  by  his  "  Fugitive  Pieces,"  a 
work  of  considerable  local  celebrity,  although  affording  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  tho  wit 


I  8om*  ourloH*  tlluitratlona,  both  o(  tho  wit  and  (wnuriouineH  ol  tbU  old  olty  booki*ll*r,  wUI  b«  (ound  loattand 
through  tb*  pagv*  <>(  "  Kay'a  I*urtralta," 

*  Lord  t'nig,  th*n  an  aiirooat*,  waa  tb*  originator,  and,  n*it  to  Haoksoai*,  tb*  gr*«t*at  oontributor  to  tb*  Mimr.  Tb* 
Club  pr*Tioualf  ailatcd  under  the  nam*  o(  tbv  TahtnacU,  but  aaaumcd  that  which  had  b««n  adoptad  (or  th*lr  p*riodloaL 
Th*  name*  »( tho  writara  war*  cara(ull7  cnnoaalad,  and  in  ardor  to  avoid  obaarratinn,  th*  Club  h«ld  Ita  w*ekly  m*atingB 
in  no  flx*d  plao*.  "  Hoin*timM  in  CUrlbugh'a,  In  Writ«r'a  Coort,  annwtima*  In  8om*r'B,  oppoaita  th*  Quard  Houa*, 
in  tb*  High  Stre*t,  aomstim**  in  Ht«wart'a  Oyatar  Uouaa,  in  th*  Old  FUhmarkat  Cloa*,"  Ac,  wb*n  on*  o(  th*  mo*t 
intar**tiDg  occupation*  o(  th*  *Tening  wu  th*  *xamlnatlon  a(  th*  contanta  o(  tb*  Contrlbutura'  box,  which  atood  op*n 
for  all  corraapondanta,  at  Ur  Craach'a  duor,— Ki'dc  Scut.  Biog.  Dictionary,— ArticI*  "Craig." 
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•ml  humnur  that  Icil  llurn*  to  ttyU  him  "  •  bIrkU  wmI  worth  Kowd,"  aBil  bimU  him  » 
(kvourita  uuodk  th«  \Mf  rirnl«  of  •nilueut  men  who  ailornMl  th«  Hruttiih  capital  in  tha 
•ilfhtaanth  i-eiitury.  Il«  died  in  INIA,  only  two  years  bafora  tha  iDtanwtln(  old  land, 
whivh  iNtra  hli  iiania  for  nearly  half  a  century,  waa  lavailcd  with  the  xround. 

A  carafblly  «nirrave«l  view  of  Crecoh'*  I^and  ia  attat'had  to  the  edition  of  hia  "  Kugitiva 
Pla(*a«,"  puhliihud  by  hia  aucceaaor  «M)n  after  hia  death.  An  outaida  ttair  at  tha  north 
corner,  which  formerly  jfava  afi<et«,  acconling  to  the  utual  atyla  of  tha  older  houaaa,  to 
Allan  lUniaay'a  library,  on  the  Ant  dtMtr,  had  been  removed  about  ten  yeara  bafora,  bnt 
tha  top  of  the  doorway  apfwara  in  the  view  aa  a  tmall  window.  Tha  taiyk  thop,  which 
occupied  the  aubterranean  portiiin  of  thia  curioua  buildiuK,  ia  worthy  of  mention  hara. 
AlthoUKh  audi  a  >lunK*)"U  >*  would  Iwrely  auMce  for  tha  cellarage  of  a  miNlern  tradaaman, 
it  waa  for  many  yeara  the  button  warehouse  of  Meaara  T.  A  A.  Ilutcheaon,  axtenaiva  and 
wealthy  trader*,  who,  in  the  bad  itata  of  the  copiwr  coinage,— when  even  George  III. 
halfJNinnie*  would  not  |»*a  current  in  Hcutland, — produced  a  ooina)(e  of  Kdinburgh  half- 
pennica  that  were  uuiveraally  received.  They  were  of  excellent  workmanthipt  bearing 
on  one  side  the  city  arms,  ))oldly  struck,  and  on  the  other  the  figure  of  Ht  Andrew.  TVy 
continued  in  common  use  until  the  close  of  the  last  century,  when  a  new  copper  coinage 
was  introduced  from  the  Mint.  Hince  then  they  have  gradually  disappeared,  and  u«  now 
rarely  to  bo  met  with  except  in  the  cabiuota  of  the  curioua. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  narrow  |)as«age  on  the  south  side  of  this  old  land, — called  tha 
Krnnies,  from  the  range  of  little  In'oths  stuck  against  the  walla  and  buttresses  of  8t 
Giles's  Church, — there  formerly  existed  a  flight  of  steps  known  by  the  name  of  "  Oar 
Lwly  Hteps,"  firom  a  statue  of  the  Virgin  that  had  once  occupied  a  plain  Oothio  niche 
in  the  north-eiiMt  angle  of  the  church.  An  old  gentlewoman  is  mentioned  in  the 
"  Traditions  of  Kdinburgh,"  who  died  about  180!!,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  and  who  remembered 
having  seen  both  the  statue  and  stc|)a  in  her  eorly  day*.  The  existence  of  the  statue  at 
so  recent  a  |ieriod,  we  su*|)ect,  must  be  regarded  as  an  error  of  memory.  It  is  scarcely 
conceivable  that  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  occupying  so  prominent  a  position,  could  esca|)e 
the  fury  of  the  Ileforming  mobs  of  1550.'  The  niche,  however,  remained,  an  intereating 
memorial  of  other  times,  till  it  foil  a  sacriUce  to  the  tasteless  uniformity  of  modern 
beautijiera  in  XWi'i. 

The  Now  Tolbooth,  or  Council  House,  has  already  licon  IVeqnently  alluded  to,  and  its  aita 
dcHcribed  in  the  course  of  the  work.'  It  was  attached  to  the  west  wall  of  8t  Giles's  Church, 
and  at  somo  early  jwriod  there  had  oxixted  a  means  of  communication  with  it  from  the 
upper  floors,  as  ap|ieared  by  an  arch  that  remained  built  up  in  the  party  wall.*  A 
covered  jiassngo  led  through  it  into  the  Parliament  Close,  forming  the  only  access  to  the  latter 
from  the  west.     F.'om  the  period  of  the  erection  of  this  building  in  the  reign  of  Queen 


■  "  Th«  poor*  nuda  havook*  of  all  gooiU  movaabla  in  tha  Blaoka  and  Orajr  f rien,  and  laft  nothing  but  liar*  walla  j 
yaa,  Dot  ao  niuoha  aa  doora  or  windoir,  ao  that  tha  Lorda  had  tha  laaaa  to  dua  when  thaj  caiiia.  Altar  their  ooining,  all 
■nonumanta  of  Idubtrla  within  tha  tuun,  and  iuplaoaa  adjaoant,  wara  auppnaaad  and  rauiuvad."— 3Dlh  Juna  ISSD.  Ctl' 
darwoo<l'a  lllat.  vol.  i.  p.  47S. 

•  Anta,  p.  73.  Tha  pravioua  atataniant  ia  learcal/  oorraot;  bowavar,  tha  old  Counoil  Houaa  atood  immadiataly  to  th« 
north  of  tha  lubbj  of  tha  Signat  Librarv.  but  without  oooupjing  any  part  of  ita  aita ;  tha  old  building  eontinuad  itud. 
Ing  until  tha  otbar  waa  built  to  aoma  I.      iit, 

*  ThIa  alao  appaara  from  tha  notica  u(  tha  maating  of  rarliamant,  17tb  Jauuary  1672,  ante,  p.  84. 
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Uwy,  th*  Nt'odUh  r»rlUnMnU  •ml  tha  (  'i>II«k«  t>t  Jiulic*  MMRibUtl  (hum,  iintll  (h«ir  •itiinff 
w«r«  Intnifarrml  tilth* Mil*  h«ll  which  ■till  ramiiin*  In  l'«rll»nwnt  H<|ii»r«,thiiUKh  lo  itr»UK«l]r 
diiKulMii  nitvriiklljr  hy  it*  nuMlvru  fiw-ihK,  Oii  th«  il«M<rliitii  of  Ihn  N«w  ToilMHtth  hy  lh« 
RciitlUh  Kit«t««  ami  i'uurt*  <tf  Iaw,  It  wm  •xdualvljr  lUvutMl  tu  lh«  il«li)t«»lii>iit  nf 
Iha  civiii  ciiunMllori,  until  th«  •rautlim  of  lh«  Itnyal  KirhanK*  provltiiNl  anUrKiMl 
ftrfomnnKUtion  for  lha  Counoil.  Tb«  lAifh  Hall,  wh«r«  AiMmblUa  both  of  th«  Kirk 
Mil  K«t»t««  IimI  often  Inmii  h«lii,  wm  •  Urif*  »nil  hkniUoni*  riMini.  It«  MillDf  wm  basu* 
tifUlljr  wruuKht  in  vnrioun  |Niniili,  with  rlrh  iwmUntt  f^oni  Ihair  i'i*ntr»i,  mcI  flnUhad  with 
•mItlMonrjr  mhI  K"*"nK-  *'»  "*  (Icniolltion  lom*  IntaraatinK  iind  vkliuikla  ralica  of  a«rlx 
daoorationa  wrra  bniuKht  to  liffht.  Ttia  w»lla  hkd  haan  oriirhmlljr  |i*nalla«l  with  iMik,  kml 
whan  %i  %  Utar  parloU  thia  came  to  lia  raiptnlail  m  ohI-fMhionatI  tml  inalagftut,  thr  antiiiua 
pttuallinK  WM  conca*l«<l,  without  ramovtl,  bvhlml  •  nuMicrn  coatinK  of  lath  tml  filaatar. 
Thara  U  reHou  to  Iwllara  that  tho  voni|Nirtnu<nt«  of  tha  wall*  whan  flrit  coniplfltail  hail 
ba«n  miail  with  •  icrica  of  portrait*,  hut  unfortunataijr,  littla  attantion  waa  paiil  to  tha  old 
building  at  tha  pariml  of  it*  deatruction,  and  we  are  only  aware  of  one  of  the  fiaintinga  that 
kaa  liaen  preaervod.  Thore  it  much  proltahility  in  favour  of  thia  beiny  an  orlKinal  |M>rtrai( 
of  the  Queen  lU'gent,  Mary  of  (Juiae.  It  i*  well  |iaiuted  on  an  oak  |i«n«l,  and  in  Mna 
condition,  and  wm  at  Hrat  believed  to  ropreient  Qurvn  Anne,  the  contort  of  Jamet  VI., 
having  Iweo  alinott  i-oinpUttely  obtcurvd  by  tnioko  and  dirt  at  the  time  of  itt  ditoovery.  It 
waa  then  thought  that  it  mutt  have  been  accom|ianiad  by  a  portrait  of  Jamet  i  and  It  ia 
•  xceeilingly  probable  that  othert  of  equal  value  to  tha  one  thut  aticidentally  preaerved  may 
have  been  thrown  Mide  and  deitroyed  with  the  ditcardcd  panelling.  Tliit  uuriout  portrait 
ia  now  in  tho  {Hittcttion  of  Alexander  Mai'kay,  Ktq.  of  lllackcMtle.  It  ropretentt  the 
Queen  in  a  liigh-lH>rili>ri>d  lauo  rap  and  ruff,  tui'h  at  Ixith  the  and  her  daughter  arc  utually 
fmintod  with.  Tho  dotuilt  of  the  Incework  are  elalKirately  romlvred,  and  the  exprcttion  of 
countenance  it  digniflcd  and  very  pleMing.  On  tho  painting  being  cloaucd,  an  ingenioua 
monogram  wm  brought  to  light,  burned  into  the  bark  of  tho  pnuol,  compoaing  tho  word 
Mahia,  and  luaving,  we  think,  little  doubt  of  tho  gonuinoncim  of  tho  portrait,  which  wm 
thut  found  by  aciidunt,  and  hat  imttcd  through  no  picturo-donlor't  handt. 

To  thit  ancient  building  Itolong  many  of  the  later  hittorical  attociationt  that  have  l)een 
referred  by  tome  of  our  local  hittnriant  to  itt  prodenetior.  It  wot  from  one  of  it*  windowa 
that  tho  atfrightod  monarch  Jamot  VI.  attempted  in  vain  to  appoMo  tho  enraged  citiscDi 
in  15V(I,  when,  "had  they  not  boon  rettrainod  by  that  worthy  citizen,  John  Watt,  the 
doacon-convonur, — wiin  at  thit  dangerout  juncture  aatomblod  tho  craft*,— they  would 
undoubtedly  have  forced  the  door,  and  probably  have  dcMtroyed  tho  King  and  all  that 
wore  with  him." '  Tho  wholo  tumult  appeart  to  have  retulted  in  mutual  dittrutt,  which 
WM  taken  advantage  of  by  Huinu  doNigning  muddlcrt  to  ict  the  Court  and  citizent  at 
Tarianco.  Tho  Kirk  and  King  were  at  tho  time  nearly  at  ojwn  ttrife,  and  Mr  llobert 
Bruce  wat  preaching  to  a  teluct  audience  in  Ht  Gilct't  Church,  prc|)arutory  tu  framing 
'*  certain  nrticlct  for  rcdrctto  of  tho  wrong*  done  to  the  Kirk,"  while  tho  King  wu*  gittiug 
iu  tho  neighbouring  Tulbooth,  *'  in  tho  teuto  of  Juttico,  among  the  Lordt  of  tho  8v8«iuun," 
■eemingly  thinking  of  nothing  let*  than  tho  granting  of  any  luch  requetti.  While  tho 
Committiunera  went  to  the  Tolbooth  to  make  their  withot  known  to  the  King,  "  Mr 

>  Miltltnd,  p.  48. 
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MlrhMll  (>«n*l<>nn,  lh«n  •  v*rU  fiirilw»nl  mInUUr,"  pmAUkljr  •mployml  Iha  Uiinra  nf 
lh«  <'tinKr<>K*iii>n  bjr  ruMilni  In  lh«m  "  lh«  llialiifi«  of  Human  •ml  Miinlix-d,  ««</  mcA* 
atk«r  itlin^»  i\f  Sffipittrt,  ...  In  Ih*  m««n  lym«,  (hart  Mla^'lh  •  rumour  in  lk«  loun, 
llwt  lh«  King  h«<l  fivln  no  p^A  kniwDr*  io  th*  Klrb  t  anil  in  Ih*  Tolbullh,  Ihiit  lh«  touu 
WM  in  •rm*s,  Iwfiir*  thur*  wm  nnl*  ■urha  (hinK,     Hut  it  fvll  Turlh  »>  ininioilialrli*  i  for 

•  m»MinK»r  of  HutMn,  lulHirnail  \>y  ■onm  of  Iha  lubiculMr  rourtvoura,  r»m«  to  ih«  kirk 
4<M>ra,  ami  rriail,  '  Fly  t  mv*  jrnnrMl***  i '  itnil  rnnn*  to  ih*  itr»«la,  cryiniTi  '  Armour  t 
Armour  t '  " '  Th«  I'univquani'f*  %n  ramlitx  ronf»ivahl«,  fri»n<U  an*!  anrnilra  ruahml 
|f>Krth»r  to  the  TollHmtli,  iinil  «o  thoroUKkly  tarrirtml  tha  Kinv,  iKat  ha  ifiaadily  aftar  for* 
•iH)k  tha  rii|tital,  ami  vowail  in  hia  wrath  that  ha  would  araaa  it  f^om  tha  fWca  of  tha  aarth  t 

•  |iro|inaition  whirh  ha  rvally  tarioualy  antartainail.* 

Tlia  laat  I'arliamant  at  whii'h  royalty  |ira«ii|«il  waa  balil  in  tha  aama  Naw  Tollxioth, 
imniailialaly  aftar  tha  coronation  of  Charlaa  I.,  July  IXan,  ami  thia  waa  in  all  probability 
Iha  tataat  oitcaaion  on  whii'h  tha  H«>otti»h  Katataa  aaaamblail  in  tha  anriant  adiHca,  aa  tha 
mora  mmlarn  I'arliamant  llouaa  that  atill  aiiata  waa  th«n  in  oouraa  of  arai'tion. 

From  thia  |wriml  tha  Naw  TollNMith  waa  uaad  axulutiTaly  for  tha  niaatinffa  of  tha  Town 
Council,  by  whom  it  had  Iwan  aro«-te<i,  and  it  waa  lattarly  known  only  by  tha  nama  of  tha 
Counril  Chamlwra.  Thithar  tha  unfortunate  VmA  of  Aryyla  waa  broUKht  f^om  tlia  CaatU 
prv|iaratory  to  hia  exanution  on  tha  IlUth  Juna  KWA,  and  f^om  thenca  hia  farawall  lattar 
to  hia  wife  ia  dated.  Fountainhall  telle  ua,  "  Arifile  came  in  riNM'h  to  the  Toune  Counaell, 
and  from  that  on  foot  to  the  arnlTold  with  hia  hat  on,  lietuixt  Mr  Annand,  Dean  of  Kdin- 
burifh,  on  hia  t\^\\t  hand,— to  whom  he  Kara  hia  |Niper  on  tha  atwlTold,— and  Mr  lAunmRa 
Cliartoria,  late  l*rofi>a«or  of  Divinity  in  the  (,'olleKe  of  F^linburKh.  He  waa  aomewlint 
•ppaled  at  the  »if(ht  of  the  Maiden,— preaent  death  will  danton  the  moat  rcaolute  nouraitv, 
— thcrfor  he  oauaod  hind  the  napkin  U|N)U  hia  face  ere  he  approached,  and  then  waa  led  to 
It."*  Nutwithatanding  thia  incident  mentioned  by  Fountainhall,  who  in  all  probability 
witneiaod  the  oxurution,  it  ia  well  known  tliat  Argylo  exhibited  unuaual  conipoauro  and 
aolf-|)oaacaaion  on  the  occaaion.  The  Maiden  waa  erected,  according  t<>  anrient  cuatom  in 
oaaea  of  tronaon,  at  the  (Voia,  ao  that  the  Knrl  would  have  only  a  fow  fatiipi  to  walk  arruaa 
the  Parliament  Cloae  from  the  (Council  C^lmmlwra,  to  reach  the  fatal  apot,  Aa  a  more 
recent  aaaociation  with  both  the  earlier  and  later  uaea  of  thia  buildinif,  Maitland  nu-ttti"na 
— in  addition  to  an  armoury  and  wardrolto  which  it  contained — that  there  alio  waa  the 
re|)ONitory  wherein  were  kept  the  auinptuoua  rolica  anciently  worn  by  the  City  repreaenta- 
tivoa  in  Parliament,  together  with  the  rich  trappinga  and  ai?coutreuu>nta  for  their  horaea, 
which  were  uned  in  the  |Nimpoua  cuvnlcado  at  the  op<>niug  of  the  Hcuttiab  Lcgialature, 
■tylod  '*  The  riding  of  rurlinment."  * 

The  i'arliitment  Cloae,  which  liea  to  the  aouth  of  Ht  Qilca'a  Church,  haa  paaacd  through 
a  acriea  of  atranger  and  more  remarkable  viciiaitudca  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Uld 
Town.  Could  an  accurate  narrative  now  be  given  of  all  the  circumatancea  accom|ianying 
theae  auoceaaivo  changea,  it  would  aiifHco  to  aaaociute  thia  narrow  NiM)t  with  many  of  the 
moat  memorable  evcnta  in  Hcottiah  history,  till  the  ot^ournmcnt  of  ita  laat  I'arliament 
there  on  the  22d  of  April   1707,  never  again  to  oaaemble.     White  8t  OiicN'a  waa  the 


■  Ckldvrwooa'i  Hilt,  vol.  y.  p.  51S. 

'  ruunUiutull'i  llUturioal  OkwrfM,  p.  IBS. 


•  Anl«,  p.  88. 

•  Maitimia,  p.  lao. 
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■mall  and  solitary  parish  chnrch  of  tho  ancient  unwalled  town,  thero  was  the  burial-place 
for  "  the  rude  forofathcrB  of  the  hamlet,"  and  so  it  continued  to  the  very  end  of  the  six- 
teenth century.  Down  to  that  period  the  site  of  tho  prenont  courts  was  occupied  in  part 
by  the  collegiate  building,  for  the  residence  of  the  prebendaries  and  other  clergy  that 
officiated  at  the  numorcus  altars  founded  at  different  times  in  St  Giles's  Church.  The 
whole  of  tho  remaining  portion  lay  open  towards  tho  south,  extending  in  succc^iive 
terraces  to  tha  Cowgate,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  appears  to  have  remained  in  this  con- 
dition till  tho  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  In  the  nether  kirkyard,  between  St 
Giles's  Church  and  tho  Cuwgutc,  stood  tho  ancient  chapel  of  the  Holy  Itood  till  tho 
Bcformution,  when  it  oppcurs  to  have  twen  demolished,  and  its  materials  used  in  building 
tho  New  Tolbooth.  Doubtless  tho  erection  of  the  latter  building,  where  all  tho  great  uivio 
and  nittional  assemblies  of  the  {Hsriod  took  place,  must  have  had  considerable  influence 
in  lewling  to  the  abandonment  of  the  old  churchyard  of  St  Qilos  as  a  place  of  burial. 
While  its  area  continued  enclosed  with  ecclesiastical  buildings,  and  stood  apurt  iVom  tho 
great  thoroughfares  of  tho  town,  it  must  have  been  a  peculiarly  solemn  and  fitting  place  of 
sepulture.  But  when  the  readiest  access  to  tho  Now  Tolbooth  was  through  the  open  church- 
yard, and  instead  of  the  old  monk  or  priest  treading  among  its  grassy  hillocks,  it  became 
the  lounge  of  grooms  and  lackeys  waiting  on  their  masters  during  the  meetings  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  of  quarrelsome  litigants,  and  the  usual  retainers  of  the  law,  during  the  sessions 
of  the  College  of  Justice,  all  idea  of  sacredness  must  have  been  lost  Such  appears  to 
have  been  the  case,  from  tho  fact  that  no  record  exists  to  show  any  formal  abandonment 
of  it  OS  a  churchyard.  Queen  Mary  granted  the  gardens  of  tho  Groyfriars'  monastery  to 
tho  citizens  in  tho  year  1500,  to  bo  used  as  a  cemetery,  and  from  that  period  the  old 
burial-place  seems  to  have  been  gradually  forsaken,  until  the  neglected  sepulchres  of  the 
dead  were  at  length  paved  over,  and  the  citizens  forgot  that  their  Exchange  was  built 
over  their  fathers'  graves. 

One  of  the  latest  notices  we  have  discovered  of  the  ancient  churchyard  occurs  in  Caldor- 
woud's  narrative  of  tho  memorable  tumult  of  1500,  described  above,  though  tho  name 
probably  remained  long  after  it  had  ceased  to  bo  used  as  such.  On  that  occasion  "  the 
noblemen,  barons,  and  gentlemen  that  wore  in  the  kirk,  went  forth  at  the  alarum,  and 
were  likewise  in  their  armes.  The  Earl  of  Mar,  and  the  Lord  Halyrudhous,  went  out  to 
the  barons  and  miuistric,  conveenncd  in  the  kirkyard.  Some  bote  siwccIich  passt  betuixt 
the  Erie  of  Mar  and  the  Lord  Lindsey,  so  that  they  could  not  be  pacified  for  a  long 
tyme."  *  Skirmishes  and  tumults  of  a  like  nature  were  doubtless  common  occurrences 
there;  exasperated  litigants  frequently  took  matters  into  their  own  hands,  and  made  a 
Hpeedy  end  to  "  the  law's  delay,"  while  the  judges  were  gravely  pondering  their  case 
within.  In  like  manner  the  craftsmen  and  apprentices  dealt  with  their  civic  rulers ; 
club  law  was  the  speediest  arbiter  in  every  difficulty,  and  the  transference  of  the  Tolbooth 
to  the  west  end  of  the  old  kirkyard,  transferred  also  the  arena  of  such  tumults  to  the 
same  sarrcd  ispot.  Yet  with  all  this  to  account  for  the  desertion  of  the  ancient  burial- 
place,  it  cannot  but  excite  the  surprise  of  every  thoughtful  observer,  who  reflects  that 
within  this  consecrated  ground,  on  the  24th  November  1572,  the  assembled  nobles  and 
citizens  committed  John  Knox,  — "  the  Apostle  of  the   Scots,"  as  Beza  styles  him, — 

*  Calderwood'a  Hut,,  vol,  v.  p.  fil3. 
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to  the  grave,*  the  Regent  Morton  pronouncing  over  him  hii  brief,  but  juit  and  memor- 
able requiem,  and  before  the  generation  had  paiicd  away  that  witneited  and  joined 
in  his  funeral  lorvicc,  the  churchyard  in  which  they  laid  him  hod  been  converted  into 
a  public  thoroughfare.  We  fear  thia  want  of  veneration  must  be  regarded  as  a  national 
characteristic,  which  Knox  asHiHted  to  call  into  existence,  and  to  which  we  owe  much  of 
the  reckless  demolition  of  time-honoured  monuments  of  the  post,  which  it  is  now  thought 
a  weakness  to  deplore.* 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  *'  Traditions," '  on  the  authority  of  "  the  then  Decordor  of 
Edinburgh,  that  many  of  the  tombstones  were  removed  from  8t  Giles's  to  the  Greyfriars, 
where  they  still  exiut ;  "  but  we  do  not  know  of  a  single  inscription  remaining  that  gives 
probability  to  this  attsertion.  All  the  monuments  in  the  Greyfriars'  Churchyard  are  of 
a  later  date  than  Queen  Mary's  gift  of  the  gardens  of  the  ancient  monastery,  though 
even  were  it  otherwise,  it  would  not  be  conclusive,  as  the  royal  grant  was  in  all  probability 
only  an  extension  of  an  ancient  burial-ground  attached  to  the  monastery  in  the  Grass- 
market.  It  is  mentioned  almost  immediately  thereafter  as  a  place  of  burial  during  the 
dreadful  plague  of  1508,  when  a  huge  pit  is  ordered  to  be  dug  in  the  "  Greyfriars'  Kirk- 
zaird."*  Bailie  Macmorran's  monument  is,  we  believe,  the  only  one  in  the  old  cemetery 
which  dates  so  early  as  the  sixteenth  century ;  we  are  therefore  forced  to  conclude  that, 
in  the  same  spirit  that  led  to  the  abandonment  of  St  Giles's  burial-ground,  its  ancient 
monuments  were  converted  to  a  similar  purpose  with  the  old  chapel  of  the  Holy  Rood, 
that  stood  in  the  lower  yard. 

A  few  of  the  most  important  changes  that  have  taken  place  on  this  interesting  spot,  in 
the  heart  of  the  ancient  capital,  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence,  will  best  illustrate 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  juisged  through  successive  transitions.  In  the  year  1490,  the 
provost  of  St  Giles's  Church  granted  to  the  citizens  the  northern  part  of  his  manse,  with 
the  glebe,  for  augmenting  the  cemetery.  In  1528  Walter  Chcpman,  the  celebrated 
printer,  founded  and  endowed  a  chaplninry  in  the  chapel  of  the  Holy  Rood,  in  the  nether 
kirkyard;  in  1550  the  chupel  was  demolished  and  left  in  ruins;  and  in  1502  its  materials 
helped  to  build  a  new  Tolbooth  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  churchyard.  On  the 
Protestant  clergy  being  finally  established  in  the  stead  of  their  Catholic  predecessors,  the 
prebcndal  buildings  became  the  residence  of  the  town  ministers,  and  thither,  in  the  year 
1580,  the  nucleus  of  the  present  University  Library  was  removed,  until  a  suitable  building 
should  be  procured  for  it.  From  this  clerical  college  the  ministers  were  ejected  in  1597 
by  the  incensed  King,  who  trusted  thereby  to  weaken  their  power  and  influence,  by  com- 
pelling them  to  live  apart  from  one  another.  The  substantial  forfeit  thus  wrung  from  the 
reclttiuiing  clergy  seems  to  have  been  regarded  by  him  as  a  peculiarly  acceptable  trophy ; 
no  doubt,  in  part  at  least,  from  the  evidence  it  furnished  of  his  having  come  off  victorious 
in  a  contest  with  those  who,  until  then,  hod  always  proved  his  most  untractable  opponents. 

•  Ante,  p.  83. 

*  Pri>bably  the  annnls  of  no  other  town  could  exhibit  the  tame  indilTerence  to  iti  ancient  cemeteriet,  which  even  the 
ruile  Indian  holdg  ucred.  Before  tlie  Keformation  there  were  the  Blackfrlara  kirkyard,  where  the  Surgical  Hospital 
or  old  High  School  stands  ;  the  Kirk  of  Field, — now  occupied  by  the  Collrgc,— Trinity  College,  Holyrood  Abbey,  St 
Roque'i  and  St  Leonard's  kirkyards.  In  all  these  places  human  bones  are  still  found  on  digging  to  any  depth.  In  this 
respect  Edinburgh  exhibita  a  striking  contrast  to  the  more  crowded  English  capital. 

'  Chambers's  Traditions,  vol.  ii.  p.  IS6.  *  "  Statute  for  the  Pest.,"  Maitland,  p.  32. 
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Ho  particularly  mnnifeated  liin  natiifaction  during  the  following  year,  when  the  ejected 
ministeri  had  been  allowed  to  return  to  their  pulpita.  "  All  this  winter  the  King  and  Queen 
remained  in  the  Abbey,  and  came  up  to  the  toun  sindrie  tymes ;  dynned  and  lupped  in  the 
ttiiniaters'  houses  behind  the  kirk.  For  the  King  keeped  their  houses  in  his  owne  hand,  how- 
beit  they  were  restored  to  their  generall  ministrie  in  Edinburgh."*  To  resume  our  chrono- 
logical sketch:  in  the  year  1017,  on  the  return  of  King  James  to  his  Scottish  capital,  the 
old  churchyard  had  so  entirely  lost  all  traces  of  its  original  character  that  it  was  selected 
as  the  scene  of  a  magnificent  civic  banquet,  with  which  the  magistrates  welcomed  him  back 
to  his  native  city.  Tlic  ministers  appear  to  have  been  restored  after  a  time  to  their  manses 
in  the  kirkyard,  but  this  was  only  by  sufferance,  and  during  the  royal  will ;  for  in  1032 
the  oncient  collegiate  buildings  were  at  length  entirely  demolished,  to  make  way  for  the 
Parliament  House,  which  occupies  their  site.  On  the  14th  of  August  lOSO  General 
Monck  was  feasted  in  the  great  hall,  along  with  Lord  Broghall,  President  of  the  Council, 
and  all  the  councillors  of  state,  and  officers  of  the  army.  "  Tliis  feast,"  says  NicoU, 
"wesgevin  by  the  toun  of  Edinburgh,  with  great  solempnitie,  within  the  Parliament  Hous, 
ritchlie  hung  for  that  end.  The  haill  pryme  men,  and  such  of  thair  foUoweris  as  wer  in 
respect,  wer  all  rcsavit  burgcssia,  and  thair  burges  tickettis  delyverit  to  thame." '  The 
Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  VII.,  was  feasted  by  the  city  within  the  same  old  hall, 
on  his  arrival  in  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1080,  along  with  his  Duchess,  and  the  Lady  Anne, 
who  afterwards  succeeded  to  the  throne.  In  1085  the  equestrian  statue  of  King  Charles 
was  erected,  almost  above  the  grave  of  John  Knox ;  and  without  extending  too  minutely 
these  more  striking  data,  we  may  remind  the  reader,  that  the  same  hall  in  which  the  Duke 
of  York  was  entertained  in  1080,  was  the  scene  of  the  magnificent  banquet  with  which  the 
next  royal  visitor  was  welcomed  in  1822.°  The  open  area  was  at  length  enclosed  with 
buildings,  at  first  only  low  booths,  but  these  were  soon  after  succeeded  by  the  loftiest 
private  buildings  ever  reared  in  this,  or  probably  any  other  town.  In  1070,  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  new  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Another  conflagration  succeeded 
this  in  1700,  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Great  Fire,"  which  swept  the  whole  mognificent 
range  of  buildings  to  the  ground,  and  these  were  only  re-erected  to  experience  a  third 
time  the  same  fate  in  the  year  1824.  On  the  last  destruction  of  the  eastern  and  larger 
half  of  the  old  Parliament  Close,  the  statue  of  King  Charles  was  carted  off  to  the  Calton 
Jail,  where  his  Majesty  lay  incarcerated  for  several  years,  until  the  complete  remodelling 
of  the  whole  locality,  when  he  was  elevated  anew  on  a  handsome  pedestal,  in  which  two 
marble  tablets  have  been  inserted,  foimd  among  some  lumber  in  the  rooms  below  the 
Parliament  House,  and   containing  an  inscription   evidently  prepared  for  the   former 

'  Calderwood's  Hist.,  vol.  v.  p.  073.  •  NiooU'i  Diary,  p.  183. 

'  The  following  curious  remarks  appear  in  a  communication  to  the  Cnleilonian  \tercury,  December  22il,  1788  :— "  It 
ifl  flumewbat  remarkable  that  the  lost  public  dinner  that  was  given  in  the  Parliament  House  here  was  to  King  James 
VII.,  then  Duke  of  York,  at  which  was  present  the  Lady  Anne,  afterwards  Queen  Anne  ;  and  that  the  next  dinner 
that  should  be  given  in  the  same  place— vie,  this  day— should  be  by  the  Revolution  Club,  in  commemoration  of 
his  expulsion  from  the  throne  !  The  dinner  was  given  by  the  Magistrates  of  Kdinburgh.  The  whole  Court  of  Scot- 
land, and  a  numerous  train  of  noblemen,  with  the  Duke,  were  present.  And  the  outer  hall  of  the  Parliament  House 
was  thrown  into  one  room  upon  the  occasion.  Tiiia  dinner  cost  the  city  above  £1400  sterling.  .Sir  James  Dick, 
the  then  Lord  Provost,  presided  (r.s  the  present  will  do  this  day).  The  Duke  of  York,  and  all  the  noblemen  who 
were  with  him,  were  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city.  The  drink-money  to  the  Duke's  servants  amounted  to 
£.2.20  sterling." 
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pedestal.  Iti  panegyric  we  iuspect  had  proved  too  fulsome  even  for  the  sjrcophantish 
period  in  which  the  statue  was  erected ;  but  it  now  forms  the  most  interesting,  and  we 
may  add  amusing,  feature  of  this  old  monument  of  civic  royalty.* 

A  view  is  given  of  the  new  Parliament  House  at  page  00,  as  it  appeared  when  first 
erected,  standing  disengaged  from  all  other  buildings,  with  an  open  area  to  the  east  and 
south.  The  same  isolated  position  is  shown  in  the  bird's-eye  view  in  Qordon's  map  of 
1048,  where  the  ground  slopes  down  in  open  terraces  from  the  Parliament  Close  to  the 
Cowgate ;  but  the  value  of  this  central  spot  through  which  the  nobles,  judges,  and  magis- 
trates, and  all  their  numerous  attendants  and  solicitors,  were  daily  passing,  soon  led  to 
its  selection  as  a  convenient  site  for  building.  Ho  early  as  1028  the  southern  side  of  the 
church  walls  had  been  concealed  by  krames  and  booths  stuck  on  between  every  buttress 
and  angle;  and  about  the  year  1003  the  open  ground  was  let  out  by  the  magistrates  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  small  shops.  These  were  succeeded,  in  1085,  as  appeared  from 
tho  date  on  one  of  the  lands,  by  the  loftiest  buildings  existing  in  the  Old  Town,  which 
towered  in  their  southern  elevation  to  the  height  of  fifteen  stories,  and  converted  the  once 
■olitary  churchyard  into  the  busiest  and  most  populous  nook  of  tho  ancient  capital. 

We  have  examined  a  set  of  original  documents,'  relating  to  a  judicial  sale  of  the  pro- 
perty in  the  Parliament  Close,  drawn  up  in  the  year  1008,  which  furnish  some  curious 
and  minute  information  as  to  the  extent  and  occupation  of  the  old  lands,  and  introduce 
the  names  of  citizens  of  note  and  influence  at  the  period,  as  concerned  in  the  various 
transactions.  "  My  Lord  Fountainliall,  Qeorge  Warrender,  ane  of  the  present  bailies," 
ancestor  of  the  Baronets  of  that  name,  "  Oeorge  Home,  merchant,  and  now  Provost," 
and  others,  appear  as  creditors  and  trustees.'  A  few  extracts  will  furnish  a  peep  into  the 
domestic  arrangements  of  the  fashionable  residenters  in  tho  Parliament  Close  towards  the 
close  of  tho  seventeenth  century.  Sir  Qeorge  Campbell  of  Cessnock,  ancestor  of  the 
Earls  of  Marclimont,  occupied  a  lodging  on  the  fourth  story  above  the  close,  "  entering 
by  the  scale  stair  from  the  Parliament  Close  and  Kirk-heugh,"  at  a  yearly  rent  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  merks  Scots,  and  "  consisting  of  seven  fire  rooms,  and  a  closet  with 
ane  fire  I  "  and  above  him  was  Sir  AVilliam  Biuuiug  of  Wallyford,  in  tho  fifth  story,  with 
equal  accommodation,  at  a  somewhat  lower  rental. 

In  the  next  scale  stair  entering  from  the  close,  "  The  Lord  Mersington  "  is  mentioned 
as  occujtying  a  house  of  eight  fire  rooms  and  a  cellar  on  the  fifth  floor,  at  the  rent  of  two 
hundred  pounds  Scots.  Alexander  Swiuton,  who  assumed  this  title  on  his  elevation  to 
the  Bench  in  1088,  is  a  character  of  some  note  among  our  older  citizens.     So  zealous 

>  A  correspondent  o(  the  CaUdonian  Mtreurg,  Nor.  lOth,  17S8,  who  datea  from  St  Bernanra  (Walter  Koaa,  Eaq., 
we  preaunie),  auppliea  soma  intereatiog  facta  regarding  tliia  monument: — "  The  atatue  u(  Ckarlea  II,,  placed  on  the  aput 
intended  for  that  uf  Cromwell,  and  auperior  to  everything  of  the  kind  in  Britain,  ia  aaiJ  by  Maitland  to  have  been 
erected  at  the  expense  of  the  citizena.  If  he  means  that  it  was  by  a  contribution  for  the  purpose,  it  ia  a  miatake.  The 
■tatue  was  placed  by  the  Magistrates  and  Council.  In  the  acoounta  of  Qeorge  Drunimoud,  the  town  treasurer.  In  1084-fi, 
he  charges  X'2580  Scuta  (l'2I5  sterling),  the  contents  of  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  '  James  Smith  upon  him,  fur  the 
price  of  King  Charles  II.,  his  statue.'     The  bill  seems  to  have  come  from  Rotterdam." 

*  In  the  possesaion  of  David  Laing,  Esq.,  Signet  Library. 

'  The  property  ia  thus  described  :— "All  and  liaill  these  great  lixlgings,  duelling  houses,  shops,  vaults,  sellara,  and 
pertinents  of  the  same,  lying  within  the  brugh  of  Edinburgh,  betwixt  the  King's  High  Street  therein,  called  the  Cow- 
gate,  on  the  south,  the  Vennel  commonly  called  the  Kirk-heugh,  and  the  tenement  of  land  belonging  to  me,  the  said 
Thomaa  Robertson,  on  the  east ;  thu  Parliament  Close  on  the  north,  and  the  Parliament  House,  and  little  yard  belong- 
ing to  the  same,  and  the  void  commonly  calle<l  the  Leather  Meroatt  on  the  west  parts,"  &c. 
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wai  he  in  hii  attachment  to  Prcsbytcrianiim,  that  he  rolin(iuifthod  his  profo««ion  as  an 
advocate  in  1081  rather  than  take  the  Test  Nevertlieluii,  ho  luarncd  noun  after  to  hold 
the  favour  of  royalty  in  greater  cateem.  By  a  special  dispensation  from  the  King  he 
was  restored  to  his  rank  as  an  advocate  ;  and  on  the  removal  of  Lord  Edmonston  from 
the  Bench,  in  consequence  of  his  opposition  to  the  royal  inclinations  in  one  of  his  votes 
as  a  judge,  Swinton,  the  once  resolute  declaimer  against  the  encroachments  of  royalty, 
was  selected  as  the  most  pliant  successor  that  could  be  found.  The  poor  King,  James 
VII.,  displayed  at  all  times  little  judgment  in  the  clioice  of  his  friends,  and  in  this  case 
his  selection  appears  to  have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate.  Tlie  Uevolution  ensued 
immediately  after  Swinton's  elevation  to  the  Bench,  and  if  Lord  Bnlcarras's  account  is 
to  be  believed,  the  new  judge  took  a  leading  share  in  some  of  the  strangest  proceedings 
that  followed,  Tlie  mob  signalised  the  dethronement  of  the  King  by  an  ossnult  on  the 
Abbey  Chapel,  in  which  several  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded  by  the  guard  who  were 
stationed  to  defend  it.  On  the  following  day  Ixtrd  Mersington  headed  a  rabble,  accom- 
panied by  the  Provost  and  Magistrates,  and  renewed  the  attack  on  Captain  Wallace 
and  his  men.  The  guards  were  siiecdily  put  to  flight,  and  my  lord  and  the  rest  of  the 
rioters  completely  gutted  the  chapel,  which  had  been  fitted  up  in  the  most  gorgeous  and 
costly  style.  Balcarras  styles  Lord  Mersington  "  the  fanatical  judge,"  and,  according 
to  his  description,  he  figures  on  the  occasion  girt  with  a  broad  buff-belt,  with  "  a  halbert 
in  his  hand,  and  as  drunk  as  ale  and  brandy  could  make  him.'"  Ho  was  the  only 
judge  on  the  Bench  at  the  Revolution  that  was  reappointed  by  the  new  govern- 
ment 

On  the  third  floor  in  the  eastern  turnpike  of  the  back  land,  Sir  David  Homo,  Lord 
Crossrig,  resided, — one  of  the  first  judges  nominated  after  the  Itovolution,  and  shortly 
afterwards  knighted  by  King  William.  The  judicial  report  of  tenants  and  valuations 
exhibits  a  curious  assemblage  of  occupants,  from  the  renters  of  garrets,  and  laigh  houses 
"  beneath  the  grund,"  at  the  annual  rate  of  twelve  pouud  Scots,  to  my  Lord  Crossrig,  who 
pays  three  hundred  pounds  Scots  for  his  flat,  and  share  of  the  common  stair  I  The  Laird 
of  Morchistoun,  Lady  Hartfield,  Sir  James  Mackenzie,  Sir  Patrick  Aikeuhead,  Commissar 
Clerk.  Lady  Harviston,  Lady  Colston,  with  Bailies,  Merchants,  and  humble  craftsmen,  all 
figure  in  the  impartial  articles  of  sale  ;  sharing  together  at  their  several  elevations,  above 
and  below  ground,  the  numerous  lodgings  of  this  populous  neighbourhood. 

While  the  sale  of  this  property  was  going  on,  the  "  Great  Fire  "  suddenly  took  place, 
and  made  a  settlement  of  all  valuations  and  purchases  by  reducing  the  whole  lofty 
range  to  a  heap  of  ruins.  "  The  fire  broke  out  in  the  lodgeiug  immediately  under  the 
Lord  CroBsrig's  lodgcing,  in  the  Meal  Mercat  of  Edinburgh,  while  part  of  his  family 
were  in  bed,  and  his  Lordship  going  to  bed ;  and  the  allarum  was  so  sudden,  that 
he  was  forced  to  retire  in  his  night  deaths,  with  his  children  half  naked ;  and  that  when 
people  were  sent  into  his  closet  to  help  out  with  his  cabinet  and  papers,  the  smoke  was 


'  Brunton  &  Iluig'i  Senators  of  the  Cullege  of  Justice,  p.  432.  In  cuntnut  to  this  account,  we  may  add  the 
notice  of  his  death,  by  Sir  James  Stewart,  Lord  Advucato,  in  a  letter  to  Curstaire.  *'  On  Tuesday  last  the  Lord 
Mersington  dined  well  with  a  friend  in  the  Herse,  and  went  well  tu  bed,  but  was  found  dead  before  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, his  lady  in  bed  with  him,  who  knew  nothing  of  his  dying.  A  warning  stroke,  lie  was  a  good  man,  and  is  much 
regretted." 
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■0  thick  that  they  only  got  out  a  imaU  cabinet  with  great  difficulty.  But  allieit,  hii 
papen  were  lying  on  the  floor,  or  hung  about  the  walla  of  bii  clufiet  in  pocki,  yet  they 
tlur*t  not  stay  to  gather  them  up,  or  take  them,  though  they  were  doMircd  to  do  it,  so 
that  that  cabinet,  and  Alexander  Chriatie,  his  iervant's  lettron,  whiuh  stood  near  the 
door  of  bin  lodging,  with  some  few  other  thing*,  was  all  that  was  got  saved,  and  the  rest, 
even  to  his  I^ordship's  wearing  cloths,  were  burnt" '  A  very  lively  and  graphic  account 
of  this  conflagration  or  "  epitome  of  dissolution,"  as  it  is  there  styled,  is  furnished 
in  a  letter  written  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence  by  the  celebrated  Duncan  Forbes  of 
Culloden,  to  his  brother  Colonel  Forbes,  wherein  Lord  Crossrig  flgures  in  a  special 
manner.  It  is  dated  "  Edinburgh,  6th  'February  1700,"  and  thus  describes  the  event: — 
'*  Upon  Saturday's  night,  by  ten  a  clock,  a  fyro  burst  out  in  Mr  John  Buchan's  closet 
window,  towords  the  Meall  Mercate.  It  continued  whill  eleven  a  clock  of  the  day,  with 
the  greatest  frayor  and  vchcmcncy  that  ever  I  saw  fyre  do,  notwithstanding  that  I  saw 
London  burue.  Ther  are  burnt,  by  the  easiest  computation,  betwixt  3  and  400  familys  ; 
all  the  pryde  of  Eden'  is  sunk  ;  from  the  Cowgate  to  the  High  Btrcct  uU  is  burnt,  and 
hardly  one  stone  left  upon  another.  Tlie  Commissioner,  Presidcut  of  the  Pari',  Pres'  of 
the  Session,  the  Bank,  most  of  the  Lords,  Lawyers,  and  Clerks,  were  all  burnt,  and 
many  good  and  great  familys.  It  is  said  just  now,  by  S'  John  Cochran,  and  Jordan- 
hill,  that  ther  is  more  rent  burnt  in  this  fyre  than  the  whole  city  of  Qlasgow  will  amount 
to.  The  Parliament  House  very  hardly  escapt ;  all  Registers  confounded ;  Clerks 
Chambers,  and  processes,  in  such  a  conAision,  that  the  Lords  and  Officers  of  State  are 
just  now  mett  at  Ilosse's  Taverne,  in  order  to  adjourneing  of  the  Sessione  by  reason  of 
the  dissorder.  Few  people  are  lost,  if  any  att  all ;  but  ther  was  neither  heart  nor  hand 
left  amongst  them  for  savcing  from  the  fyre,  nor  a  drop  of  water  in  the  cisternes  ;  twenty 
thousand  hands  flitting  ther  trash  they  know  not  wher,  and  hardly  twenty  at  work. 
Tliese  babells,  of  ten  and  fourteen  story  high,  are  down  to  the  ground,  and  ther  fall 's 
very  terrible.  Many  rueful  siiectacles,  such  as  Corserig  naked,  with  a  child  under  his 
oxter,  happing  for  his  lyfle ;  the  Fish  Mercate,  and  all  from  the  Cow  Gate  to  Pett  Street's 
Close,  burnt;  The  Exchange,  waults,  and  coal  cellars  under  the  Parliament  Close,  are 
still  burneing."  * 

Among  other  renters  of  the  numerous  lodgings  into  which  the  lofty  old  lands  were 
divided,  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  are  named  as  occupying  one  in  "  the  Exchange  Stairs  " 
for  their  library,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  Scots.  Within  this 
the  nucleus  of  the  valuable  library  now  possessed  by  them  hod  been  formed,  on  the 
scheme  suggested  by  its  founder,  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  "  that  noble  wit  of  Scotland," 
OB  Dryden  terms  him,  whose  name,  while  it  wins  the  respect  of  the  learned,  is  still 
coupled  among  the  Scottish  peasantry  with  that  of  "  the  bluidy  Clavers',"  and  mentioned 
only  with  execrations,  for  the  share  he  took,  as  Lord  Advocate,  in  the  persecution  of  the 
Covenanters,  during  the  reign  of  Cliarles  II.     Under  his  direction  and  influence  the  fines 

"  Act.  Pari.  vol.  x.  p.  284. 

*  Cullodtn  Fapen,  p.  27.  In  »  puquinide  in  Wodrow'a  Collectiona,  purporting  to  b«  "A  Letter  frqpi  the 
Ohoat  of  Sir  William  Anatruther  of  that  ilk,  once  aeuatour  of  tha  Colledge  of  Juatice,"  to  liia  former  colleaguea, 
and  dated,  "  Elytiatt  Field;  27  January  1711,"  the  Lord  Croaarig  and  E,  Lauderdale  are  the  only  Lorda  of  Seaaiou  be 
meeta  with  "  in  the  agreeable  aboada,"  a  oompliment  to  tha  former  aomewhat  marred  by  the  known  character  of  hia 
aiiooiate. 
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of  recuiant  memberi  were  let  apart  fur  tliu  fornintion  of  a  librnry,  and  a  few  ycara  after- 
ward*  their  collection  woi  greatly  augmented  liy  a  gift  of  rare  and  coRtly  booki  from 
William,  first  Duke  of  Queensberry. 

The  Great  Fire  which  wo  have  dcacribed  scattered  and  nearly  destroyed  the  accumula- 
tion of  twenty  years,  and  had  it  not  l)cen  for  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  keeper,  Mr 
John  Btevonson,  advocate,  not  one  of  the  books  would  have  been  saved.  The  result, 
however,  was  the  removal  of  the  library  to  safer  and  more  permanent  quarters  below  the 
Parliament  House,  where  it  has  ever  since  continued,  though  with  extensive  additions, 
corresiwuding  both  in  dimensions  and  style  to  its  increasing  importance.  These  lower 
apartments,  dark  and  gloomy  as  they  now  look,  when  contrasted  with  the  magnificent 
libraries  that  have  been  erected  above,  nro  associated  with  uuuies  of  no  mean  note  in 
Scottish  literature.  There  Thomas  Iluddiman  and  David  Hume  successively  presided  in 
the  office  of  keci)cr,  which  post  was  also  filled  by  Dr  Irvine,  the  biographer  of  Buchanan, 
and  author  of  the  "  Lives  of  Scottish  Poets  ;  "  and  within  the  same  hall  Dr  Johnson  was 
received  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  last  century,  during  his  visit  to  Edin- 
burgh in  1773. 

The  creditors,  who  were  baulked  of  their  expected  returns  in  the  very  midst  of  their 
exertions,  appear,  from  the  documents  already  referred  to,  to  have  proceeded  immediately 
after  the  fire  to  dispose  of  the  sites.  In  the  accounts  conseijuent  on  these  latter  transac- 
tions, new  characters  appear,  and  among  the  rest  Itobert  Mylne,  the  royal  Master  Mason, 
who  is  due,  "  for  the  area  of  the  houses  in  the  Parliament  Closs,"  a  sum  thus  imjwsingly 
rendered  in  Scuts  money,  £00,000,  00s.  Od.  No  time  apiiears  to  have  been  lost  in  re- 
building the  houses  unexpectedly  demolished.  Tlie  Royal  Exchange,  which  bore  its  name 
cut  in  bold  relief  over  the  doorway,  had  on  it  the  date  1700,  and  the  adjacent  buildings 
towered  again  to  an  altitude  of  twelve  stories  towards  the  south,  maintainiii>;  their  pre- 
eminence as  the  loftiest  lands  in  Edinburgh.  On  the  east  side  an  open  piazza,  decorated 
with  pilasters  and  a  Doric  entablature,  formed  a  covered  wulk  for  {xidcBtriunB,  and  the 
whole  produced  a  stately  and  imposing  efiect.  The  aristocratic  denizens  of  the  former 
buildings  returned  again  to  the  accommodation  provided  fur  them  in  the  Parliament 
Close,  and  with  them,  too,  came  the  renters  of  laujh  stories  and  garrets,  to  complete 
the  motley  population  of  the  lantls,  as  they  were  then  subdivided  in  the  Old  Town 
of  Edinburgh.  An  amusing  illustration  of  this  is  furnished  in  tlie  trial,  to  which  we 
have  already  frequently  referred,  of  William  Maclauchlane,  for  his  share  in  the  Porteous 
mob.  Ho  was  footman  to  the  Countess  of  Wemyss,  who  resided  in  a  fashionable 
flat  in  the  Parliament  Close,  and  on  the  forenoon  of  the  eventful  7th  of  September 
1730,  he  was  despatched  on  an  errand  to  Craigiehall,  from  whence  he  did  not  return 
till  the  evening.  The  libel  of  his  Majesty's  Advocate  sets  forth,  that  having  delivered 
his  message,  ''  the  pannel  went  from  my  Lady  AV'emyss'  house  to  John  Lamb's  aleliousc 
in  the  same  stair,"  from  whence  he  issued  shortly  after  in  a  jovial  state,  attracting  every- 
body's notice  by  his  showy  livery  during  the  stirring  scenes  of  that  busy  night,  in  which 
he  mingled,  perfectly  oblivious  of  uU  that  was  being  enacted  around  him,  uud  running  a 
very  narrow  risk  of  being  made  the  scapegoat  of  the  imbecile  magistracy,  who  only  wanted 
a  decent  pretext  for  sacrificing  a  score  of  blackguards  to  the  manes  of  Porteous,  and  the 
wrath  of  Queen  Caroline. 
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The  cloie  connection  into  wliich  the  noble  family  of  WomyM  were  thui  bronght  with 
the  Porteoui  mob,  a*  well  an  their  near  vicinity  tu  the  chief  nccne  of  action,  naturally  pro- 
duced a  itrong  impruviiiun  on  the  younger  meniberii  of  the  fnmily.  They  hod  probably 
been  aroutcd  from  their  \mU  by  the  Hhout*  of  the  rioters  iwitembling  beneath  their  windowi, 
and  the  din  of  their  iiiodgc-hamnicrri  thundering  on  the  old  T()llM)<)th  door,  and,  when  the 
rcHt  of  the  town  were  acttling  down  iignia  into  their  ordinary  habitH  after  the  recent  com- 
motion, they  were  anew  alarmed  by  the  apprchcnition  of  William,  to  all  appearance  an 
honest  enough  serving-man  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  timet,  whoso  worst  fault  waa 
his  relish  for  John  liumb's  ale  (hat  lay  so  temptingly  at  hand,  but  who  suddenly  found  the 
unenviable  honour  thrust  upon  him  of  being  accused  as  the  orch-couspirutor  against  the 
good  city  and  its  liege  ludy.  The  event  was  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  family  in 
more  ways  than  one,  for  not  long  after,  the  Karl  of  Wcni}  ss,'  then  a  boy,  proceeded 
along  with  hix  sisters  to  get  up  a  representation  of  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  Porteoni 
mob,  and  having  duly  broken  into  his  prison,  and  carried  off  the  supposed  culprit, 
the  young  romps  got  so  thoroughly  into  the  spirit  of  their  dramatic  s|)orts,  that  they 
actually  hung  up  their  brother  over  a  door,  and  had  well-nigh  finished  their  play  in  real 
tragedy. 

During  the  greater  part  of  lost  century,  and  down  to  the  destruction  of  the  old  build- 
ings in  1824,  the  north-cnst  corner  of  the  Parliament  Close  was  occupied  as  John's  Coffee- 
house, where,  as  Defoe  tells  us,  the  op|)onents  of  the  Union  used  to  meet  to  discuss 
the  proceedings  that  were  going  on  in  the  neighbouring  Parliament  House,  niid  to  con- 
coct fresh  means  of  opposition  to  that  odious  measure.  It  was  also  the  favourite  resort  of 
the  lawyers  and  judges  of  last  century  for  professional  consultations,  os  well  as  for  their 
meridian,  or  tmalt  /loum,  ns  the  mid-day  glass  of  whisky  wos  called,  which  formed  the 
indispensable  refreshment  of  nil  classes  at  that  period.  In  a  note  to  Allan  Ramsay's 
familiar  epistle,  he  illustrates  his  remark,  "  frac  the  gill-bells  to  the  drum,"  by  this 
characteristic  explanation,  "  From  half  an  hour  before  twelve  at  noon,  when  the  music 
bells  begin  to  play,  frequently  called  the  gill-bells,  from  people's  taking  a  wheting 
dram  at  that  time,  to  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  the  drum  goes  round  to  warn  sober 
folks  to  call  for  a  bill."  8uch  were  the  habits  of  "  sober  folks,"  during  the  last 
century,  when  every  citizen  had  his  chosen  Aomff  for  daily  resort,  and  when  lawyers 
and  clients,  merchants,  traders,  and  men  of  all  degrees,  transacted  business  and  spent 
many  of  their  leisure  hours  at  the  club  or  in  the  tavern.  Tlie  more  usual  ])IaceB  of 
resort,  however,  even  among  the  most  reputable  citizens,  were  to  be  found, — like  John 
Dowic's  tavern,  already  mentioned — down  the  wynds  and  closes  off  the  High  Street.  One 
or  two  of  these  old  haunts  of  bygone  generations  still  exist,  and  keep  alive  some  of  their 
favourite  customs,  known  only  to  a  few  survivors  of  last  century,  or  to  the  favoured 
proteges  whom  they  have  initiated  into  the  mysteries  practised  by  their  forefathers  1 
Currie's  tavern  in  Craig's  Close,  once  the  scene  of  meeting  of  various  clubs,  and  a 
favourite  resort  of  the  merchants  in  the  neigliltourhood  of  the  Cross,  still  retains  a  re- 
putation among  certain  antiquarian  bibbers,  for  an  old-fashioned  luxury  known  by  the 
name  o{  pap-in,  a  strange  compound  of  small  beer  and  whisky,  curried,  ns  the  phrase  is, 
with  a  little  oat-meal  I 

Cbunben'i  Tnditiona,  vol.  ii.  p.  'JU4. 
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On  the  lonth  nido  of  tlio  PnrliMtncnt  Cloto,  near  to  John'H  (7offechouio,  wm  the  ImuiIc 
Ing-houM  ontabliithod  by  Hir  William  ForlMi,  the  wolUknown  author  of  the  "  Life  of  Ur 
Ikattio,"  a*  well  as  of  oMier  work*,  and  one  of  the  moiit  benevolent  and  publin-iipirited 
citizoui  of  whom  Kdinburgh  evt>r  had  to  boast.  Though  dciovnded  firom  the  ancient 
Lords  Pitsligo,  attainted  for  their  fldelity  to  the  Htuarts,  he  commenced  life  as  an 
apprentice  with  the  noted  bankers,  Messrs  Coutts,  and  on  their  final  establishment  in 
London,  he  founded  the  bunking  com|ittny  so  long  known  by  his  name.'  Ho  suueossftil 
was  he  in  life,  that  ho  nccompiishvd  his  long-cherishod  pur|ioso  of  recovering  the 
attainted  estates  of  tlio  Harony  of  I'itsligo,  which  are  now  possessed  by  his  descendants, 
A«yuining  the  banking-house  of  this  eminent  citizen,  Kiiy,  the  ingenious  delineator  of 

the  "  Kdinburgh  Characters,"  kept  the  small  print-shop 
where  ho  vended  his  portraits  and  caricatures  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  his  career  as  an  artist.  His  windows  were 
always  filled  with  his  newest  etchings,  and  formed  a  centre 
of  attraction  to  the  numerous  loungers  of  the  close, 
some  of  the  most  noted  among  whom — both  lawyers  and 
clients — wore  the  fro(iuent  subjects  of  his  pencil.  An 
ancient  thoroughfare  led  from  the  centre  of  this  range 
of  buildings  to  the  Cowgato  by  a  broad  flight  of  steps, 
latterly  called  the  Hack  Stairs,  of  which  we  Airnish  a 
view,  showing  the  original  state  of  the  great  south  window 
of  the  Parliament  Hall.  It  is  occasionally  called  by 
writers  of  last  century  the  New  Htuirs,  but  a  passage  of 
some  kind  undoubtedly  led  through  the  nether  kirkyard 
to  the  Cowgntc  at  an  early  period,  affording  ready  ac- 
cexs  from  that  fashionable  suburb,  to  the  collegiate  church 
of  iSt  Giles's,  and  the  centre  of  the  High  Town.  For 
this  the  Parliament  Stairs  were  probably  substituted 
about  I '130,  and  continued  from  that  time  to  form  a  con- 
venient communication  lietwccn  the  High  Street  and 
the  Cowgate,  until  their  recent  demolition  to  nibkc  way  for  the  new  Court 
Houses. 

The  booths  which  disfigured  the  old  cathedral  front,  forming  the  north  side  of  the  close, 
have  already  been  mentioned ;  these  were  almost  exclusively  occupied  by  the  goldsmiths, 
whose  holl  was  nttuched  to  the  Parliament  House,  where  the  loV!,/  of  the  Signet  Library 
now  stands.  Chambers  furuir<hes  in  his  "  Tnvditions"  un  amusing  picture  of  the  oxisictant 
rustic  bridegroom's  visit  to  the  i'arliumeut  Close,  on  the  eve  of  his  marriage,  in  order  to 
provide  those  indisi)en8ablu  household  gear,  the  silrer-gjiunea.  On  such  occasions  it  was 
usual  for  the  goldsmith  to  odjourn  with  his  customer  to  John's  Coffeeho\ise,  to  receive 
the  order  over  a  caup  of  ale  or  a  dram,  when  the  goldsmith  was  jierhaps  let  into  the 
whole  secret  counsels  of  the  rustic,  including  a  history  of  his  courtship, — in  return 
for  which  he  sought  to  astonish  his  customer  with  the  most  recent  marvels  of  city 
news.      Tlie   spiines,   however,   we    rather   think,   form,   according    to    old-established 

'  Now  incorporated  with  otbar  bulking  oompauin  under  tha  nama  of  th«  Union  Bank  of  Scotland. 
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cUNtnm,  iwrt  of  tlio  liriilu'ii  iiluniiihing  i '  hut  the  brooch  itnil  we<l<linf(-rinK  no  doubt 
ilvmanilod  a  aimilnr  orrntid  to  tho  f(oliiitini(hii'  iMiothn,  nml  wouhl  form  •  itill  reiulier 
intnHlmitioii  to  thu  whohi  Nucrvti*  of  eourtMhip.  On  KiK'h  occniiionN  tho  cuatomor  paid 
for  tho  ruf^ONhinuntii  whfii  K'vinK  the  order,  uiid  the  trwler  returned  the  coniplimont  on 
hii  Mcond  vi«it  to  receive  iind  \\\v}  for  the  {(immIii,  whieh  were  then  rarely  to  Iw  found  on 
hand  rcwly  for  nuIo, 

Tlio  oxternni  npiiearHneo  of  tlic  old  i'nrliiintent  Houiio  liaH  been  rendered  familiar  to 
thoummdit  who  never  miw  it  in  it*  orlKJuul  ittnte  by  the  view  of  it  on  the  notoM  of  Hir 
William  Forben  and  Co.'m  Hunk.  Tradition  )>ointed  to  Ini^o  Joiieii  am  the  de«iKner, 
not  without  Home  vontlrniution  frmn  it*  Keneral  ittyle.  It  wam  no  model  of  architectural 
beauty  certainly,  yet  it  preNunte<l  a  liiKlily  imtureiiquo  appearance  and  individuality 
of  character,  which,  with  it*  llmroUKh  uccurduncu  with  the  n^e  in  which  it  was  erected, 
ought  to  have  iiecured  tho  careful  prcNcrvation  of  itit  antique  turrctn  and  Nculpturcit, 
u  a  national  monument  anHociatcd  with  ^rcat  hittorical  eventx.  There  wan  a  quaint 
iitatclincM  altout  itii  irregular  pinnncle*  and  towero,  and  the  rudu  olalM>rateneM  of  it* 
decorationn,  that  Heemed  to  link  it  with  the  courtien*  of  Holyrood,  in  tho  timei  of  the 
Charlesci,  and  itM  hiHt  gala  dayit  under  the  Duke  of  York'*  vice-regency.  Nothing  can 
poHHibly  be  conceived  mure  meuninglcHM  and  utterly  nimurd  than  tho  thing  thut  HUpor- 
Medcd  it.  The  demolition  of  tho  ai^uining  buildings,  and  tho  extenition  of  tho  Court 
HouHeH,  M)  ait  to  make  the  older  |)urt  form  only  a  Hubttidiury  wing  of  tho  whole,  have 
given  Home  coniiiittency  to  what  Ih,  at  bent,  a  very  commonplitce  dcMign  ;  but  the  original 
Hcreen  of  Htnne,  now  forming  the  went  wing  of  the  Court  Houhom,  which  wax  built  to  hide 
the  antique  facade  uf  1UU*I,  had  neither  relation  to  tho  building  it  wan  attached  to,  nor 
meaning  of  itH  own. 

Uver  the  muin  entrance  of  tho  old  fabric  were  the  royal  ariuft  of  Hcotland,  boldly  HCulp- 
turcd,  HUpiMirted  on  the  right  by  Mercy  holding  a  crown  wreathed  with  laurel,  and  on  the 
left  by  Justice  having  the  balance  in  one  hand,  and  a  palm-branch  in  the  other,  with  the 
appropriate  in8cri]ilion,  Htnnt  hi»  felicin  rvgna,  and  immediately  underneath  tho  national 
arms  thin  motto,  Uni  unionum,  Thio  entrance,  which  stood  facing  tho  east,  is  now  com- 
pletely blocked  up.  Over  the  smaller  doorway  which  forms  the  present  main  access  to  tho 
Parliament  Mail,  the  city  arm>t  occupied  an  ornamental  tablet,  placed  Iwtwecn  two  sculp- 
tured obelisks,  and  underneath  this  inscription,  on  a  festooned  scroll, — l)ominu»  custwlU 
introitum  nontrum.  The  general  etfcct  of  tho  whole  will  bo  best  understood  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  view  on  piige  Ul). 

An  amusing  anecdote  is  told  of  one  of  the  old  frequenters  of  the  Parliament  Close, 
regarding  the  ancient  doorway  we  have  described.  James  llobertson,  Es<(.  of  Kincraigie, 
an  insane  Jacobite  laird,  on  being  pressed  on  one  occasion  by  the  Honourable  Henry 
Krskino  to  accompany  jiini  into  the  Parliament  House,  somewhat  abru]>tly  declined  the 
invitation, — "  But  1  'II  tell  you  what,  Harry,"  added  he,  pointing  to  the  statue  that 
stood  over  the  porch,  "  tak'  in  Justice  wi'  ye,  for  she  has  stood  lang  at  tho  door,  and 


I  Wa  hava  the  authority  u(  an  axpcrlenood  matron  for  the  (utluwing  aa  a  cotniiletu  inventory  of  the  bride'a  planiahing, 
according  to  ulil  Scottiah  nutiona,  nii(l  which  !■  uftau  atill  regarded  a<  iudiaiwiisable :  — 1,  A  cheat  uf  drawer*,  "aplit  new," 
and  ordered  fur  the  ocooaiuu  ;  'i,  lied  and  tn\>le  linen,— or  nni';>ri>,  as  it  ia  atyled, — with  a  aupply  uf  blanket*  ;  3.  Tho 
ailver  i|H)on*;  and,  in  auuio  diatricta,  4.  An  eight-day  clucli.    Uut  the  fine  qiid  iion  uf  all  wa*— S.  A  ladlk  I 
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it  wwl  l>«  n  tri'iit  for  hor  to  ««o  tli«  inaitlu  like  other  itniiiKfr*  I "  Tlic  rcnnvntori  nf 
the  ol<l  hnll  mm-iii  to  have  titki'ti  the  >/'{/>  ImnCt  hint, — Juitire  hit*  vniiiDhvil  frotn  the 
|M)ri;h,  to  r«<«|i|H'iir  in  »  iiiont  Ki>uily  itmi  tnatoleii)  fmihioii  in  tho  |Hiint(i<l  ({In**  <>'  the 
grvNt  window.'  An  inriili'nt,  however,  in  I'onneition  with  the  (Wte  of  theao  nmient 
warden  of  thti  I'Brliiunent  fMireh,  will  lH>*t  illuitrnlu  thu  tn«le  of  it*  U'lkutifiem,  Hhortljr 
•Aer  the  modern i«ot ion  of  the  old  front,  the  Into  Itnilio  Kundemon  olxervcd  n  curt 
conveying  nlong  thu  Koiith  llridK«  n  *lond  of  enrvetl  itonot,  amonK  which  the  itatne*  of 
Juitico  and  Mercy  formed  thu  moitt  prominent  olijecto.  On  ini|iiirinK  nt  the  cnrtur  a*  to 
their  deitinution,  he  lenrned  thnt  one  of  thu  ProfenMoni,  who  kept  n  I'olnr  iHiitr,  hiui 
Applied  to  thu  Mn)(iiitrnti'ii  for  ttone*  to  erect  a  iKMir'n  houtu  within  the  ('olle)(o  quiul- 
ran^le,  and  ho  nccordinKly  olilained  n  g"^  <>f  tlicao  oUl  ruhbinh  for  thu  pur|)o*c.  The 
Uniliv  K'^ve  thu  cnrtur  n  feu  to  turn  hiit  homu'ii  huud.and  de|Kiiiit  them  nt  hi*  own  villa  nenr 
Trinity,  from  whencu  he  ncnt  him  hiu'k  with  hin  cnrt  fiill  of  *tone*  ei|unlly  well  ndnpted 
for  the  Profcmtor'*  hear'*  hoiue.  On  thu  death  of  lliiiliu  lleiiderNon,  the  utiitiic*,  along 
with  other  urnnnientul  portion*  of  thu  old  building,  weru  procured  hy  A.  U.  Elli*,  K**!.,  in 
whoao  |M)**c**ion  they  now  nre, 

Tlio  grent  hnll  menNureN  1^^  feet  long,  hy  40  lir'ind,  nnd  nithough  it*  window*  hnvu 
recently  Iwen  nltered,  it*  curiou*,  o|H!n-tinil)cred  ouk  roof  remnin*,  *pringing  from  a 
■eric*  of  grotcmiuely  *culpturvd  corbul*  of  vnrioa*  dei<ign*.  I<ong  ufter  it  hnd  l>cen  for* 
taken  hy  the  Hcotti*h  Kitnte*  it  retained  the  high  throno  nt  it*  Moullierii  end,  where  the 
Sovereign,  or  hi*  Commi**ioncr,  wa*  wont  to  pre*i(le  over  their  dvlihcrntinn*,  and  on 
either  lido  a  rnngo  of  Itcnche*  for  thu  nohlci  nnd  Imron*,  with  lower  ones  in  tho  centre 
for  tho  Commi*fiioncrH  of  Burgh*,  thu  ScottiHh  K*tntci  having  formed  to  tho  Init  only 
one  delilierativc  n8acmlily,  Without  thi*  nrun  ii  pulpit  wn*  erected  for  lurmon*  to  the 
I'arlinmcut, — tho  same,  wo  believe,  thnt  i*  now  prcHervud  in  tho  Mu*uuiu  of  tho  Society 
of  Antiqunric*  under  the  nnmu  of  *'  iJohn  Knox'*  pulpit."  Along  tho  wall*  there  hung 
a  «crici  of  iK)rtrait*  of  lovcrcign*  nnd  eminent  itatc*men,  including  pninting*  by 
Sir  Godfrey  Kneller  ;  but  «onie  of  thoHO  were  tho  flr*t  of  it*  decnrntion*  thnt  diRuppcnrcd, 
having,  it  is  *aid,  been  bestowed  by  Queen  Anno  on  her  Hecretury,  the  EnrI  of  Mnr.] 
Other*,  however,  of  thcne  painting*  ndorned  tho  walln,  and  aro  now,  wo  bcliovc, 
among  the  miiicollnneouH  collection  nt  Ilolyrood  Houhc.  I'urtion*  al*o  of  cnrly  doco- 
rntion*,  including  fnigmcntH  of  ancient  tnjKJHtry,  were  only  removed  in  tho  Inttcr  end 
of  ln*t  century, — the  Hnniu  hanging*,  in  nil  probnbility,  n*  were  jiut  up  during  tho  Pro- 
tectorate. Nicoll  tell*  UH,  "  The  I'rene*  nnd  the  rcmnnent  mcnibori*  of  tho  great  coiiusall 
did  cnu*  alter  miu-h  of  the  rarlinmcnt  Hou*,  nnd  did  cuu*  hing  the  Over  hou*  with  richo 
hingcri*,  in  Heptember  1055,  und  reniovit  these  roume*  thnirintill  n^poyntit  for 
passing  of  the  billis,  and  signeting  of  letter*.  So  wcs  nlso  tho  Tiower  Hous,  diligatlie 
hung."  *    Nor  should  wo  omit  to  mcntiim   the  Creed  and  Ten  Commandmcut*,  once  so 

■  In  1808,  thii  winilow  waa  rrpUced  by  a  magnificent  atained  nnr,  raprfacnting  tka  inauguratiuD  u(  tha  Collaga  of 
Jiiatica,  or  tha  Supreme  Court  o(  HcotUn.l,  hjr  King  jHinoa  V.,  in  1SU2. 

*  Minor  Antiqiiitira,  p.  187.  Tlie  following  are  mentioned  In  Browu'a  "  Stntnger'a  nuide,"  for  1820:— "The  outer 
ball  la  omaniented  lijr  full  length  porlralta  of  King  Willmiri  111.,  (Jueen  Mary,  hia  conaort,  and  Queen  Anne,  all  done 
bjr  Hir  Godfrey  Kneller ;  alau  of  Qeurge  I.,  John  Duku  of  Argylf,  and  Aruliibiild  Duke  of  Argylr,  liy  Mr  Aikman  of 
Carney. 

>  NiooU'a  Diary,  p.  210. 


LVCKliS'HOOTHS  AND  PARUAMliST  CLOSE, 


ai» 


ii|i|ir<>|iri»tvl)r  iui|N'n<li>i|  on  lh«  wnlU,  ami  mpiitioni'd  in  «  MH.  volume  of  laat  canlnrjr, 
u  "  iakitn  down  wlirn  (lie  Court  wm  ri<|«lrcil."  '  TIipio  uncivnt  lieroratlon*  hftv«  linea 
b«vn  ri<|il»c<>il  liy  iitntui<a  of  |)uni>»n  ForU't  of  ('iillo<|i>ii,  l^inl  I'rvciiiunt  llUir,  son  of 
thit  |Ni«t,  lionl  Mclvillv,  Uinl  Cliicf  Ilitron  IhimlM,  l^)ril  •Ivfl'ri'jr,  l.onl  I'rMiilcnt  Ilnylf, 
Iionl  C'ookliurn,  Ac.  t  unit  lijr  iiortrnlt*  of  I.<>ril  AWn-ruiiiliy,  Trofettor  Ihill,  I<or(l 
llrouKlmni,  lionl  Jiutiiu-l^liirk  Mopo,  lionl  Coloniny,  kc.  Thoru  »ru  %\*»  i|M!vinii<ni  liy 
tlio  I'l'li'bruli'il  JnmciionD,  tlio  vurlicitt  HfottUh  |)aintt>r,  wlio  ntuiiiutl  undur  ItulMint  at 
Antwi>r|i.  Thin  ^xvviX  Imll  in  now  ummI  m  %  waitinK-nioni  nml  proinvnadu  by  tho  mIvo- 
L'at««  and  tho  variouD  otlivr  iiractitioiivr*  cunni'cti'd  witli  tho  Hu|ircniii  i.'uurt*,  and  during 
thu  itittinif  of  tho  CDiirtit  prooiiitit  ii  wry  attractive  and  nniinittud  icone. 

To  a  itranKi^r  viiiitiuK  thu  Htottiih  capital,  no  one  of  it*  |iul>liu  buildinK*  U  to 
i'nli'ulnt*>i|  to  Kxcitn  a  livi'iy  inturvit  im  tho  Ncvnu  of  it*  Intent  lfKi«lativ«  aiMniblifi  t  for 
while  it  iiliarii*  with  tho  dcaortod  |miIui'<<,  and  tho  doKruded  niannione  of  tho  Uld  Town,  in 
many  grand  and  >tirring  aMix'iationii,  it  utill  form*  tho  Hall  of  tho  t'olloKo  of  Ju*tic«, 
founded  by  Jamt'*  V,, — at  onco  the  arena  of  tho  leiuling  Hcoltiah  noble*  and  atatoimen 
of  tho  lB*t  two  centurii'*,  und  tho  *ceuo  of  action  of  many  of  thu  mo*t  ominout  men  of 
our  own  day. 

lienoath  thu  old  roof,  thu*  uon*ecrttted  by  Macrod  hi*tnrio  mcniorie*,  tho  flr*t  great 
niovomonta  of  tho  civil  war  took  place,  and  tho  «ucce»itivu  Ntep*  in  that  uvontAil  criaii 
weru  debated  with  a  leal  coramon*urute  to  thu  im|N)rtant  re*ult*  involvotl  in  tlu>m,  and 
with  a*  Mery  ardour  u*  cliuracterined  the  bloody  itruggic*  which  they  heralded.  Hera 
MontroMu  united  with  ItothcH,  LimUay,  (.oudon,  und  othum  of  the  Covenanting  leaiier*, 
in  muturiiiK  tlie  bold  ineuHurcs  thut  furmeJ  tho  bu*i*  of  our  national  lilwrtieai  and 
within  the  Hnmu  hull,  only  »  few  year*  later,  he  lat  with  thu  calmue**  of  de*pair,  to 
receive  from  tho  lipH  of  hi*  old  compatriot,  lioudon,  tho  barbarous  aeutence  which  waa 
executed  with  *uch  Nuvuge  ri^^our. 

When  the  fatal  overthrow  of  tho  Hcotti*h  army  at  Dunbar  at  length  laid  the  capital  at 
the  mercy  of  Cromwell,  new  Hcenc*  were  enacted  wilhin  thu  I'urliament  Houae— "  witnea* 
aindry  Kn){liHch  trouperia  quha  oppiuliu  taught  there."*  If  rinkerton'  i*  to  bo  believed, 
even  the  (lenerul,  Cromwull  himaelf,  occuaionally  luid  nwidu  thu  temi>oral  for  the  apiritual 
■word,  within  the  aanie  nugUNt  arena,  to  tho  great  acnndal  of  the  I'reabyterian  citizeua, 
who  were  horrified  to  tind  thut  "  men  war  not  aMchumed  to  tuk  u]Nine  thanie  the  functiouo 
of  the  miniatric,  without  u  lauchfull  (tailing."  But  while  audi  novcltiea  were  being 
enacted  in  the  great  hall,  "  the  laich  Parliament  Houa  "  waa  crowded  with  Ucottiah 
priaonera,  and  the  building  atrictly  guarded  by  baud*  of  tho  aanio  Engliah  troopcra, 
e<iuully  ready  to  relieve  guard  on  thu  outer  pariidc,  or  to  take  their  turn  within,  where 

I'ulpit  ilruiii  EoolMiwtiu 
Wu  bmt  wltb  tut  iuiUwl  u(  ft  itlvk. 


Tlie  Scottiah  atroiigholda,  liowever,  proved  iuautiicieut  for  the  detention  of  their  old 
maatera,  under  the  care  of  foreign  juilera.  On  the  I'th  of  May  1054,  thu  whole  number 
of  ]iriaonera  in  the  "  laich  Parliament  Houae,"  cfl'ectud  their  eacape  by  cutting  a  hole  iu 
tho  floor  of  the  great  hall  above,  and  all  but  two  got  clear  off.     Only  tun  daya  ufterwarda, 

■  Hupi>Uiu<ot  to  Cuurt  uf  Snuiuu  OarlaiiJ,  |>.  4.  *  Nicull'ii  Dinry,  p.  04.  *  AnU,  p.  W. 
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U>hi  Kinnoiill  and  arvi<r»l  i>tlii<r  |iriiiini<rii  wi<ri>  ctinitlly  nMvraafVil  in  ffrllinK  nnt  nf  th« 
OMtla,  liy  It'lhuir  lliunuflvi'*  ilnwn  iivi<r  llin  rurk  with  llu'ir  ilicvta  nnil  liUnki'la  rut  Into 
■lri|M  I  tnil  iitlii'ri  innllnixl  in  llm  CitnoiiKiiio  TollNMith  (<l1i<i't4til,  liy  llkn  ni»iin«,  »  ■ltiiil«r 
j»il  ili'liviTjr  fur  tluMiiDolvi'i.'  When  n  lM<lli>r  iiiiili<ritiiiiiliitt(  liiul  Imihii  (•■tnliliahcil  li«t»i<iin 
til*  Prott'i'tiir  mill  liiit  HoittUh  •ulo>'*'t*i  lli<*  *M  hull  wnn  rrainri'il  In  niiiri<  li<Kitini»i«  ii<"'*. 
TlitTD,  in  the  fiillnwiiiy  ytar,  Uvncritl  M>>n<'k  mihI  llm  l«Bili>r«  uf  Ilia  I 'ontmonwoallh  wnr* 
fciulixl  wilh  Inviah  h<>«|iiulil)r,  nml  llii>  iiuirU  of  Inw  ri'iiinietl  lliuir  tilting*,  with  M 
biinvat  ri'Kui'il  fur  ju*lii't<  icurt'dy  knuwn  in  Nt'iitlmul  lH>fiiri>. 

Tlii'n  inmc  Ihn  "  KluriuiM  ItfutorHlinii,"  uiulir  Ihc  ikii«|iii'i<«  of  Iho  unf^o  rppiiltiii'kn 
Kcnrriil  I  mill  thu  vini-n'Ki'iil  ninl  ruyitl  t'omniiKainiu'r,  lint  Ihiku  of  York,  wm  fimnlKil 
with  hi*  fitir  prini'i'**  iiml  iIuiikIiIit,  iilti'inli'tl  hy  tint  U'uiily  uml  ihivnlry  of  HiotUnJ, 
Mxlout  til  ttilWcu  til  tiicniory  of  former  iloiiit;  in  tin*  mtiiii'  |ilnfi>.  Ilut  awl  •«  wnn  lli« 
■ci'iiit  of  Hi'ollnnil'ii  rliililrrn  liclii  ('U|itivi>  in  Iut  own  rujiititl  liy  KnKlinli  Jitiliirn,  lUrkur 
titni'N  wcro  licrnliliMl  hy  thii«  vii'i'-rt'Kiil  lHkni|iii'l,  when  tlic  Ihiko  |iri'«iilt><l,  nlonir  with 
Diklxii'll  unit  ClHvorlioiiiu',  in  tha  »nnu<  iiliu'i*,  to  try  liy  torluri>  tlu'  |iiwiiiv«>  lii<roi«rn  of  iht 
coiifi'gKorii  of  till)  Covi'iiiiiit,  ikiiil  the  ikRliilc  likwyiT,  Sir  (ii'orKi'  Mm'ki'ii'it',  |)lnyi<il  thi>  |inrt 
of  kin^'it  iktIvociktK  with  hiu  ii  fx»\,  \\»  hiu  won  him  tht>  |Hi|iulitr  tillo  which  •till  mirvivua 
ail  othtTii,  of  "  Uliiiily  Mu('ki>ii/.i('."  Tlui  h)Wt<r  room*,  thai  huvx  no  Iouk  ln'cn  ilodicitti'il 
to  the  t'ikliii  Hi'riiioiiiti  of  liit'rnry  uluily,  nri>  tin*  unriii)  tlmt  wilnv»«i'i|  thu  noble,  tli« 
•nthimiiMtic,  nml  iluii|Niirin^,  nliki'  iiro>itrtkli>  nt  tlii<  fcot  of  tyrnntu,  or  iinlijt'cti'il  to 
crui'l  torturt'it  liy  tlivir  nicrcilt'iM  awnnl.  There  Outhrio  nml  Ar^ryll  nu'iMvoil  tho  Imrhunmi 
■entviicti  (if  thi'ir  |M>riiomkl  I'lumio  (kithoiit  form  of  Iriiil,  uml  hiinilrviln  of  \c»»  mite 
courugi'oiuljT  cmliirvd  the  fury  of  ilu-ir  iNTMocuturN,  while  Mvrrjf  nnd  jH*lif«  turrivd  kt  the 
door. 

A);1int|ii>o  nt  tlic  prorodure  of  thia  SiolliKh  Htur  nmnilN>r, — fiirninlicd  liy  Fonninitihall, 
In  IiIm  aci'oiiiit  of  the  trial  of  Mix  men  in  Ortolier  hIMl,  "  mi  uecount  of  their  reliKiin  und 
rniintii'iNm," — imiy  NUtHec  for  «  key  to  tho  juntieu  itdininiHlered  there.  (iitrncK'k,  ono  of 
the  |iriiionerii,  liuviii>(  rikiled  ut  Ihkl/iell  in  violent  termi,  "  thu  Oetierul  in  u  iMiiNion 
■truck  him  with  the  |M>mel  of  hin  Nliulile  on  the  fiice,  till  the  lilnod  KiiruiiK-"'  With 
■uch  men  for  Jud)(eii,  nml  Ihmnlk'kinA,  fkuitu,  nnd  other  inxtrumenti*  of  torture  um  the  nieiini 
of  elicitinjf  the  evidence  they  deiiired,  iiimKiiintion  will  Hnd  it  hard  to  oxcucil  tho  horrom 
of  tlii«  iiifnniiiu><  triliutml. 

An  intereHtiiiK  trial  in  mentioned  by  Fountniiihall  ikM  having  occurred  in  livsri.*  Kiehnrd 
Ilunibold,  one  of  CrnmweirH  old  IriinHidex,  wii'*  brouxht  up,  ucciihciI  of  U'lii^;  itii|ilicated  in 
the  Uyv  iluUHO  i'lut     He  hud  defended  hiiuntilf  hu  atuutly  uguiuiit  gruut  odd*  tlmt  ho  WM 

I  Til*  Renttiah  prlannan  would  M*in  to  linva  l«*n  twtt^r  •n|iiitlnt<>it  with  tli*  Mnrat*  n(  thalr  nwn  atmnKhiilil*  than 

thair  Kiiiiliah  J/tllura.  Nicoll  riMiurki,  "  It  wiia  a  tliinx  a>liiiiraliia  tii  uniiaiiMiT  how  that  thu  Hoittia  priawiiioria  IicIuk  ao 
eloalla  koxpit  hair  within  tha  I'lutla  of  I'^iliiiliiirKli,  ami  In  tha  l.ili:h  IVirli^iiiK'nt  lluiia,  itii<l  within  tha  Tulhiiith  i>(  tha 
CaunoKalt,  uml  lUylln  ami  nychtlio  i>lti-n>lit  »ith  rt  itiinl  i>(  aoilgiria,  aoiiM  ai  oft  r«'al|i  iiii|>riii»<Miini'nt.  Ami  miw  litillii>, 
uponr  tha  '^7  lUj  'it  MaiJ  IHSI,  Ixfinx  Si'ttinliy  at  niidnhhl,  tin'  I.nnl  Kynnoiill,  tha  (.iiiril  ii(  l.iiKtniin,  aiip  ciillit  Mnr- 
■ohall,  atiil  anutbur  uulilt  ILiy,  l>y  tint  iiioycn  of  una  u(  thu  ln^li«<■llu  cantria  aaiMpit  fnrth  of  tin*  Ciutall  of  K^linbiirKh, 
bahiK  Ut  ilouh  Ihi  tluirtwin  In'iUi'hoittii  uml  bluhkittia.  hinlliu  kiint,  All  thaaa  four,  with  nnaof  tha  InxHaihu  ci'ntriu, 
aacnpit,  Thair  waa  ana  uth'r  jirottia  Kiinlill  niiin,  nnd  a  lirara  KalKKr,  aaaiyini;  to  ilo  tha  lyka,  ha,  In  hia  doungoiiiK,  fidl 
Mill  hrak  Ilia  iiack,  tha  ktiutla  uf  tho  avhi'ittia  baing  luaiU  walk  bjr  tha  furiiitr  i>ur»uuui  wacht  that  paat  iluuu  bafura  biio," 
— Nlooir.  Iliary,  i>.  I'J8. 

'  Fuuutaiukall'a  Uooialuua,  vul,  i.  |i,  ISU.  IbiJ,  vul,  i.  |>.  3llJ>. 
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only  taken  when  completely  diiabled  by  wounds,  and  the  court  wai  hastily  Bummoned  to 
■it  on  the  following  morning,  '*  that  ho  might  not  prevecn  the  public  execution  by  hit 
death."  The  evidence  wan  found  iniiufflcicnt  to  convict  him  of  a  share  in  the  Rye  House 
Plot,  and  the  king's  advocate  proceeded  accordingly  to  lead  other  accusations  of  treason 
against  him,  among  which  he  charged  him  ns  having  been  one  of  the  masked  execu- 
tioners who  beheaded  Charles  I.  Ho  ap|)eurB  to  have  been  a  man  of  most  resolute 
courage,  and  a  determined  republican ;  he  denied  having  been  the  king's  executioner,  but 
readily  admitted  that  he  wos  on  guard  at  the  sciifibld  as  one  of  Cromwell's  troopers,  and 
that  he  had  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  his  army  ot  Dunbar,  Worcester,  and  Dundee. 
"  Being  asked  if  he  owned  the  present  king's  authority,  he  craved  leave  to  bo  excused, 
seeing  he  need  neither  offend  them  nor  grate  his  own  conscience."  Ho  was  executed 
the  same  afternoon,  with  peculiar  barbarity,  and  his  quarters^ent  to  bo  exposed  in 
some  of  the  chief  towns  of  Scotland,  his  head  being  reserved  to  grace  the  West  Port  of 
Edinburgh.  But  the  day  of  retribution  came  at  last ;  the  Prince  of  Orange  landed  in 
Englond,  and  the  feeble  representative  of  the  Stuarts  was  the  foremost  to  desert  his  own 
failing  cause.  From  the  cIobo  of  1088  till  March  1089,  when  a  Convention  of  the 
Scottish  Estates  was  summoned  to  meet,  Edinburgh  was  almost  left  to  the  government 
of  the  rabble.  Tlie  sack  of  Holyrood,  already  described,  completely  established  the 
superiority  of  the  Presbyterian  party,  and  they  signalised  their  triumph  by  assaulting 
the  houses  of  the  weolthy  Catholics  who  resided  chiefly  in  the  Canongate,  which  they 
"  rabbled"  as  tlie  phrase  was,  gutting  and  sometimes  setting  them  on  fire.  When  at  length 
the  Convention  met,  the  adherents  of  the  exiled  king  crowded  to  the  capital  in  hopes 
of  yet  securing  a  majority  in  his  favour.  Dundee  openly  marched  into  the  town  with  a 
train  of  sixty  horse,  while  the  Whigs  with  equal  promptitude,  but  secretly,  gathered  an 
armed  body  of  the  persecuted  Presbyterians,  whom  they  concealed  in  garrets  and  cellars, 
ready  to  sally  out  at  a  concerted  signal,  and  turn  the  scales  in  favour  of  their  cause. 
Tlie  sumptuous  old  oaken  roof  of  the  Parliament  Hall  then  witnessed  as  stirring  scenes 
as  ever  occurred  in  the  turbulent  minorities  of  the  Jameses  within  the  more  ancient 
Tolbooth.  Dundee '  arose  in  his  place  in  the  Convention,  and  demanded  that  all  strangers 
should  be  commanded  to  quit  the  town,  declaring  his  own  life  and  those  of  others  of  the 
king's  friends  to  be  endangered  by  the  presence  of  banded  assassins.  On  his  demand 
being  rejected,  he  indignantly  left  the  assembly  ;  and  the  Convention,  with  locked  doors 
and  the  keys  on  the  table  before  them,  proceeded  to  judge  the  government  of  King 
James,  and  to  pronounce  his  crown  forfeited  and  his  throne  vacant,  beneath  the  same 
roof  where  he  had  so  often  sat  in  judgment  on  the  oppressed.  Meanwhile  Dundee 
wos  mustering  his  dragoons  for  the  rising  of  the  North ;  the  affrighted  citizens  were 
beating  to  arms  to  pursue  him,  and  the  armed  Covenanters  sallying  from  their  hiding- 
places  to  strike  for  liberty  against  the  oppressor,  on  the  same  streets  where  they  had  not 
openly  been  seen  for  years,  unless  when  dragged  to  torture  and  execution  ;  while  the 
Convention  sternly  bent  themselves  to  the  great  question  at  issue,  expecting  every  moment 
that  the  Duke  of  Gordon  would  open  a  fire  on  them  from  the  Castle  guns,  and  compel 

*  A  Bort  of  coniproniiBe  would  Beem  to  liave  beon  tacitly  entered  into  with  regard  to  this  brave  "  pervecutor," 
Dalsiel  and  Mackeuzie  have  been  delivered  tip  to  unmitigated  popular  infamy,  while  the  same  ceneora  still  apeak  of  the 
Ulultlt)  Clavirs  and  the  Oaltant  Piindct,  aa  though  tbey  had  contrived  to  divorce  hia  evil  from  his  good  qualitiea  in 
order  innocently  to  indulge  their  pride  in  the  hero  of  Scottiih  song  ! 
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thorn  to  ni\j(iurn.  It  nnwt  bo  regarded  b«  proving  )iow  thorougldy  the  cruel  wronjf§  which 
the  Scottish  Covennntcrs  Imd  Hnffcred  nt  the  handu  of  their  iMirgocutorn  during  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  wore  laid  to  tho  charge  of  the  active  agontf*  in  their  execution,  that  the 
Rtatuo  of  that  "  Monarch  of  MiNrule  "  survived  the  rabblements  of  this  period,  nnd  (till 
graces  tho  area  of  tiio  Parliament  CIobc. 

Tho  Old  I'arliiimttnt  House  witnessed  thenceforth  more  legitimate  scenes.  Tho  name 
that  still  survives  all  other  memorials  of  tho  Scottish  hierarchy,  recalls  the  time  when 
"  tho  honours  "  of  tho  kingdom  were  laid  on  tho  table,  and  the  liord  High  Commissioner 
occupied  tho  throne  os  tho  ropresentativo  of  majesty,  while  the  eloquent  Belhovcn,  tho 
astute  and  wary  Lockhart,  and  the  nervous  Fletcher,  pleaded  for  the  ancient  privileges 
of  their  country,  and  denounced  the  measure  that  was  to  close  its  TiOgislativc  Hall  for 
ever.  Many  an  ardent  patriotic  heart  throblwd  amid  tho  dense  crowd  that  daily  assembled 
in  the  Piirliimient  Close,  to  watch  tho  decision  of  the  Scottish  Estates  on  tho  detested 
scheme  of  Union  with  England.  Again  and  again  its  fate  trembled  in  tho  balance, 
but,  happily  for  Scotland,  English  bribes  outweighed  the  mistaken  zeal  of  Scottish 
patriotism  and  Jacobitism  united  against  the  measure.  On  the  2r)th  March  1707,  the 
Treaty  of  Union  was  ratified  by  the  Estates,  and  on  the  22d  April  following,  the 
Parliament  "f  Scotland  adjourned,  never  agoin  to  assemble.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
Seafield,  the  chief  agent  iu  this  closing  scene  of  our  national  legislature,  exclaimed  on 
its  accomplishment,  with  heartless  levity,  "  Tliere  is  an  end  of  an  auld  sang ;  "  but  the 
people  brooded  over  tho  act  as  a  national  indignity  and  wrong ;  and  the  legitimate  lino 
of  their  old  Scottish  kings  anew  found  favour  in  their  eyes,  and  became  tho  centre  of 
hope  to  many  who  mourned  over  Scotland  as  a  degraded  province  of  her  old  southern 
rival. 

Since  then  tho  ancient  hall  retains  only  such  associations  as  belong  to  men  eminent 
for  learning,  or  high  in  reputation  among  the  members  of  tho  College  of  Justice.  Duncan 
Forbes,  Lord  Karnes,  Monboddo,  Hume,  Erskine,  Mackenzie,  and  indeed  nearly  all  the 
men  of  note  in  Scottish  literature, — if  we  except  her  divines, — have  formed  a  part  of  tho 
busy  throng  that  gave  life  and  interest  to  Scotland's  Westminster  Hall.  Our  own  genera- 
tion has  witnessed  there  Cockburn,  Brougham,  Horner,  Jeflfrey,  and  Scott,  sharing  in  the 
grave  offices  of  the  Court,  or  taking  a  part  in  tho  broad  humour  and  wit  for  which  the 
members  of  "  the  Faculty  "  aro  so  celebrated  ;  and  still  the  visitor  to  this  learned  and 
literary  lounge  cannot  fail  to  be  gratified  in  a  high  degree,  while  watching  the  diifcrent 
groups  who  gather  in  the  Hall,  ond  noting  the  lines  of  thought  or  humour,  and  the 
infinite  variety  of  physiognomy,  for  which  the  wigged  and  gowned  loiterers  of  the  Law 
Courts  are  jieculiarly  fumed. 

Among  the  more  homely  associations  of  the  Old  Parliament  Close,  tho  festivities  of 
the  King's  birthday  demand  a  special  notice,  as  ]H!rhap8  the  most  popular  among  the  long- 
cherished  customs  of  our  ancestors,  which  the  present  generation  has  beheld  gradually  expire. 
It  was  usual  on  this  annual  festival  to  have  a  juiblic  repast  in  the  Parliament  Hall,  where 
tables  were  laid  out  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  covered  with  wine  and  confections,  and  the 
magistrates,  judges,  and  nearly  all  the  chief  citizens,  assembled  for  what  was  styled  "  the 
drinking  of  the  King's  health."  On  the  morning  of  this  joyous  holidiiy  the  statue  of  King 
Charles  was  gaily  decorated  with  flowers  by  the  ^^Ati/d  Calhtntu,"  as  the  i'lt'ces  of  Heriot's 
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IIuB])ital  nro  «till  termed,  who  clnitn'-d  thi»  ofHco  by  long  proicription,  and  thuir  nckuow 
lodged  skill  in  the  art  of  loynl  decoration,  acquired  in  the  annual  custom  of  decking  their 
own  founder's  Htutuo.*  Tliin  formed  one  of  the  chief  attractions  to  the  citizens  through* 
out  the  day,  as  well  os  to  their  numerous  rustic  visitors  who  crowded  into  the  capital 
on  the  occasion,  to  witness  or  share  in  the  fun.  Towards  the  afternoon  the  veteran 
corps  uf  the  city  guard  were  called  out  to  man  tJio  eastern  entrance  into  the  Parliament 
Close  while  the  guests  were  assembling  for  the  civic  entertainment,  and  thereafter  to 
draw  up  in  front  of  the  great  hall,  and  announce  with  a  volley  to  the  capital  at  largo  each 
loyal  toast  of  its  assembled  rulers.  Never  did  forlorn  hoiw  undertake  u  more  desperate 
duty  I  The  first  volley  of  these  un|)opular  guardians  of  civic  order  was  the  signal 
for  a  frenzied  assault  on  them  by  the  whole  rabble  of  the  town,  commemorated  in 
Ferguson's  lively  Address  to  the  Muse  on  the  "  King's  birthday."  Ucad  dogs  and  cats, 
and  every  ofl'ensivo  missile  that  could  be  procured  for  the  occasion,  were  now  hurled 
at  their  devoted  heads ;  and  when  at  last  they  received  orders  to  nuirch  back  again  to  their 
old  citadel  in  the  High  Street,  the  strife  became  furious ;  the  rough  old  veterans  dealt 
their  blows  right  and  left  with  musket  and  Lochaber  axe  wielded  by  no  gentle  hand, 
but  their  efforts  were  ho])elesa  against  the  spirit  and  numbers  of  their  enemies,  and  the 
retreat  generally  ended  in  an  ignominious  rout  of  the  whole  civic  guard.  All  law,  excepting 
mob  law,  was  suspended  during  the  rest  of  the  evening,  the  windows  of  obnoxious  citizens 
were  broken,  the  eiHgies  of  the  most  unpopular  public  men  frequently  burnt,  and  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  the  notorious  "  Johnny  Wilkes,"  the  editor  of  the  North  Jiriton, 
and  the  favourite  of  the  London  apprentices,  was  annually  burnt  in  effigy  at  the  Crogg 
and  other  prominent  parts  of  the  town— an  incremation  which  has  lately  altogether 
fallen  into  desuetude. 

Previous  to  the  remodelling  of  the  Parliament  House,  while  yet  the  lofty  lauds  of  the 
old  close  reared  their  huge  and  mas^y  piles  of  stone  high  above  the  neighbouring  buildings, 
and  the  ancient  church  retained  its  venerable  though  somewhat  dilapidated  walls,  the 
aspect  of  this  quadrangle  must  have  been  peculiarly  grand  and  imposing,  and  such  as  we 
shall  look  for  in  vain  among  the  modern  erections  of  the  capital.  It  would  be  folly,  how- 
ever, after  recording  ho  many  changes  that  have  passed  over  it  at  successive  ])eriods,  to 
indulge  in  useless  regrets  that  our  own  day  has  witnessed  others  as  sweeping  as  any  that 
preceded  them,  obliterating  every  feature  of  the  past,  and  resigning  it  anew  to  the  slow 
work  of  time  to  restore  for  other  generations  the  hues  of  age  that  best  comport  with  its 
august  and  venerable  associations.  We  shall  close  our  notice  with  the  following  extract 
from  a  local  poem  referring  to  the  same  interesting  nook  of  the  old  Scottish  capital : — 

A  scone  of  grove  yot  busy  life 

Within  tlie  unoioiit  city's  very  heart, 
Teeming  with  uUI  liisturic  moimirica,  rife 

With  a  ilepartt'd  glory,  stooil  apart. 
High  o'er  it  roue  St  Uilea'a  ancient  tower 

Uf  curious  fret  worii,  whence  the  shadow  falls, — 
As  the  {lale  moonbeams  through  itH  arches  puur, — 

Tracing  a  shadowy  crown  upon  the  walla 

>  One  of  the  graceful  and  innocent  customs  of  earlier  times,  which  was  for  sometime  in  abeyance,  but  is  now  happily 
again  revived. 
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Whrr*  BontUiul't  Doblu  wU,  m  K  In  worn 

Ur  Tain  r*gr«t,  ci'«r  th«  ilvwrtwl  pll«. 
Fur  oanturin  lU  iMvinit  hiul  Iweii  worn 

11;  aoiirtl>ra,  iino*  iinrojitohml  in  entity  gull*, 
Bjr  many  a  baron  IhiIiI,  and  loroly  ilama, 

Anil  loionii,  too,  of  Hootlunir«  royal  tins  t 
Whilci,  from  banaatli,  prafarnil  it  wortlilar  olaim 

Nitniat  that  with  aturn  hiatorio  acaniia  antwina, 
Anil  aonia  whoaa  nmniory  time  haa  fallail  to  kaap, 

Ubllvloiia  of  tha  triiat,     Knox  aliiinbora  thxra, 
UlnglinK  with  bonlur  oliiafa  that  atllly  iIkoii  ; 

Ami  ohiirl,  ami  biirKJiar  bnM,  anil  haughty  paar, 
With  thoie  a  paoplo  wa|it  for,  ahiirlng  now 

Thu  common  lot,  tmhonoiirail  anil  nnknown. 
Btrnngfl  wraak,  u'nr  rnina  in  tlia  iluit  balow  I 

Thrice  ilaaaoratail  burial  place  t     The  atona  — 
Where  one*  ware  halil  in  triiat  the  noble  ileail 

'Neath  hiimj  hillock  ami  memorial  urn, — 
With  nqiiieni  griivun  only  by  their  traail, 

Whoae  atepa  forgotten  ganerationa  apurn. 
But  olvio  aycophimta, — a  ooiirtly  tool,— 

UartiTO'l  atone  (.'romwell  for  a  Ciiarlea  of  leaJ,— 
Ignoble  niaeil  for  tyriiuny'a  niiarnlo, 

To  rear  above  the  great  iliahonoiireil  ileiul  t 
Fire,  time,  ami  moiiurn  laate, — the  worat  of  ail,— 

flave  awept  in  nitlileiw  aoal  ncroaa  the  aeeua 
Anil  the  leiul  king  anil  ahoilow  un  tha  wall, 

Aluiia  aui'viva  uf  all  that  uuue  hua  b««n. 


CHAPTER   V. 


THE   HIGH   STREET. 


AWINO  to  the  peculiar  lite  of  the  Scottish 
^  capital,  no  extention  of  the  Old  Town 
beyond  its  early  limits  has  in  any  degree 
detracted  from  the  importance  of  its  most 
ancient  thoroughfare,  which  extends  under 
different  names  iVom  the  Palace  to  the 
Castle,  and  may  be  regarded  as  of  antiquity 
coeval  with  the  earliest  fortifications  of  the 
citadel  to  which  it  leads.  Alongside  of  this 
roadway,  on  the  summit  of  the  sloping  ridge, 
the  rude  huts  of  the  early  Caledonians  were 
constructed,  and  the  first  parish  church  of  St 
Qilcs  reared,  so  early,  it  is  believed,  as  the 
ninth  century.'  Fyues  Morysun,  an  English 
traveller,  who  visited  Edinburgh  in  the  year 
1508,  thus  describes  it : — "  From  the  King's  Pallace  at  the  east,  the  city  still  riseth  higher 
and  higher  towards  the  west,  and  consists  especially  of  one  broad  and  very  faire  street, — 
which  is  the  greatest  pnrt  and  sole  ornament  thereof, — the  rest  of  the  side  streetes  and 
allies  being  of  poore  building,  and  inhabited  with  very  poore  people." '  Wo  may  add,  how- 
ever, to  his  concluding  remark,  the  more  accurate  observation  of  the  eccentric  traveller, 
Taylor,  the  water-poet,  who  visited  the  Scottish  capital  a  few  years  later,  and  shows  his 
greater  familiarity  with  its  internal  features  by  describing  "  many  by-lancs  and  closes  on 
each  side  of  the  way,  wherein  are  gentlemen's  houses,  much  fairer  tlian  the  buildings  in  the 
High  Street,  for  in  the  High  Street  the  merchants  and  tradesmen  do  well,  but  the  gentle- 
men's mansions,  and  goodliest  houses,  are  obscurely  founded  in  the  aforesaid  lanes." 

The  preceding  chapter  is  chiefly  devoted  to  some  of  the  more  ancient  and  peculiar 
features  of  this  street.  Yet  strictly  speaking,  while  every  public  thoroughfare  is  styled  in 
older  writs  and  charters  "  the  King's  High  Street,"  the  name  was  only  exclusively  applied 

■  Arnot,  p.  268.  ■  Itineraty,  London,  1017.     Bann.  Mil.  vol.  ii.  p,  393. 

ViaMKTTi.— Common  Snl  of  tb«  City  of  Edinburgh,  from  a  charter  dated  kS>.  1S69.  Vidt  p.  73,  for  tha 
Counter  Seal 
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to  tlint  portion  extimdin^;  fVum  ttio  Nfltlior  Uuw  to  Crceoir*  liniul,  until  tho  demolition  ot 
tliu  niidillu  row,  whvu  tiiu  Luukciil)<K)thi,  ami  ovcii  n  ])ortlou  of  thu  Luwumarkot,  wure 
oNiunu'd  lu  part  of  It,  iind  dcnignntcd  by  thu  iiaiiio  name. 

Horu  wn*  the  bnltlufleld  of  Siotluiid  for  centurien,  whereon  privnto  and  pnrty  ft'iidi*,  the 
JenloUNJui  of  tiio  noble*  and  biirgherH,  nnd  not  a  few  of  the  conteHl*  between  the  Crown  imd 
the  people,  were  settled  at  tho  point  of  the  iword.  In  the  year  1015  it  wait  tho  icene  of 
the  bloody  fruy  known  by  the  name  of  "  C'leumie  the  Cuuitey,"  whieh  did  not  terminato 
until  the  narrow  fli'ld  of  eonteHt  wait  itrewn  with  the  dead  bodies  of  tho  eombatantH,  and 
tho  Earl  of  Arrun  nnd  Cardinal  lieaton  narrowly  OHenped  with  their  liveit.'  Uther  and 
leurcely  Ionii  bloody  aflrayx  oeeurred  during  the  reign  of  Janieit  V.  on  the  aame  iipot, 
while  in  that  of  bin  liupleMi  daughter  it  wai  for  ycari*  tho  chief  Heene  of  civil  strife,  whero 
rival  faction*  fought  for  niuHtery.  In  1071  tho  King'*  Parliament,  Hummoned  by  the 
Uegcnt  Lennox,  uitienibled  at  the  head  of  tho  Canongate,  above  8t  John'M  CVohh,  whieh 
bounded  "  the  freedonie  of  Kdinburgli,"  while  the  Queen'*  I'urliamcnt  sat  in  tho  Tolbooth, 
countenanced  in  their  a*Huniption  of  tho  Uoyal  name  by  the  pre*euce  of  tho  ancient 
Ncottinh  Itegalia,  the  honour*  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  battle  for  JScotlund'*  crown 
and  liberties  flereely  raged  in  the  narrow  Hpace  that  intervened  between  these  rival 
assemblies. 

but  the  private  feuds  of  tho  Scottish  nobles  and  chiefs  were  tho  most  frequent  subject! 
of  conflict  on  the  High  Street  of  tho  capital,  and  during  the  fifteenth  nnd  sixteenth 
centuries  many  a  bold  baron  and  hardy  retainer  jicrished  there,  adding  fresh  fuel  to  the 
deadly  animosity  of  rival  clans,  but  otherwise  exciting  no  more  notice  at  the  time  than 
an  ordinary  street  squabble  would  now  do.  It  was  in  one  of  these  tuhicii,  alluded  to  in 
the  "  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,"  that  Sir  Walter  Suott  of  Buccleugh  was  slain,  in  the  year 
1551,' 

Whan  tha  atmU  <i(  High  Dunmlin, 
Haw  lancea  {{leam  and  falchlnna  rMtl(lt*n, 
And  Leard  tbu  alugan'H  daadly  yell. 

Neither  tho  accession  of  James  YL,  nor  tho  attainment  of  his  minority,  exercised  much 
influence  in  checking  those  encounters  on  the  streets  of  the  capital.  "  Many  enormities  were 
committed,"  says  Calderwooil,  "  as  if  there  had  beene  no  King  in  Israeli."  The  following 
may  suttico  as  n  sample: — "  Upon  the  seventh  of  Junuar  15111,  the  King  comming  doun 
the  street  of  Edinburgh  from  the  Tolbuith,  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  accompanied  with  tho 
Lord  Hume,  following  a  little  space  behind,  pulled  out  their  swords,  and  invaded  tho 
Laird  of  Logic.  The  King  fled  into  a  closse-head,  and  incontinent  retired  to  a  Skinner's 
booth,  where  it  is  said  he  shook  for  feare."  '  The  sole  consequence  of  this  lawless  act  of 
violence  was  the  exclusion  of  the  chief  actors  from  court  for  u  short  time;  and  only  six 
days  thereafter  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  deliberately  took  by  force  out  of  the  Tolbooth  tho 
chief  witness  in  a  case  then  pending  before  the  court,  at  the  very  time  that  the  King  was 

'  Ante,  p.  37. 

'  "  Ii;  thii  zeir  all  wea  at  guid  reat,  ezcepland  the  l.alrd  of  ^Ccafunlo  and  Fernyliirat  with  thair  complicea 
alew  Schir  Walter  Scutt,  laird  l'  Uolclewcbe,  in  Kdiuburgb,  qiiha  waa  one  valuand  guid  knyclit." — Uiiirnal  uf  Oc- 
currenta,  liiSl,  p.  £1. 

'  Viilt  Colderwuod,  vol.  V.  p.  116,  fur  a  more  particular  acouuut  uf  royal  miahupa  in  the  cluaehead  on  thia  ocoa- 
•ion. 
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■ittin((  in  tlio  *amo  buililinK  nlan^  with  the  Lonlt  of  Seitinn.'  Tho  unfortunate  witne** 
wiu  (lrnKK<'*l  ^7  hi*  cnptor*  to  Crichtnn  Ciiittli>,  nnd  there  iinhoolud  into  •  more  Mtiiifnctorjr 
opinion  of  tho  cimv  in  qiioiition,  under  tho  terror  of  tho  f(nMowii. 

The  nnviunt  C'ron*  which  Nlood  in  tho  \\'\g\\  Street  hm  Iwcn  fVequontljr  alluded  to,  ntid 
anme  of  the  niont  ri>tnarkiihh>  eventM  dettorilied  of  which  it  wai  the  iiceno.  It  wan  alike  the 
theatre  of  fettlivHU  and  cxccutiunt ;  ({"■'■'■"hod  at  one  period  with  rich  hani;itigii,  and  Hnwing 
with  wine  for  tho  freo  ime  of  the  po|inluo(<,  and  at  another  ovoriiha<hiwed  hy  the  Maiden,  and 
hung  only  with  the  roverited  nrniorial  laMirin^s  of  lonie  noble  victim  of  law  or  tyranny.' 
In  tho  year  If)l7  it  wa«  rebuilt  on  a  new  aito  in  tho  High  Htreet,  apparently  with  tho 
view  of  wiilcniri^  the  approach  preparatory  to  the  arrival  of  Kin^  JanioN,  in  fulHiuient  of 
hii  long-prumiicd  vinit  to  liiit  native  city.  The  King  Rent  word  at  that  time  of  "hi* 
naturall  and  Halmon-like  affection,  and  carnoitt  deiire,"  n^  ho  quaintly  but  very  graphically 
expreoiies  it,  "  to  nee  hiH  native  and  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland."  Acnordingly,  a*  (.'alder- 
woml  tellM  ui  in  the  very  next  «entenro,  "  Upon  the  W{\i  of  Februar,  tho  C'roNie  of  F^din- 
burgh  wan  taken  doun  ;  the  old  long  Htone,  alraut  fortie  footit  or  therby  in  length,  waa 
translated,  by  the  deviMO  of  certnno  mariner*  in  Ijoith,  from  the  place  where  it  Rtoode  paitt 
memoric  of  man,  to  a  place  beneath  in  the  Highe  Streete,  without  anie  harmo  to  the  ittone; 
and  the  bodie  of  tho  old  Cro«*e  wa*  demoliMhed  and  another  buildit,  whereu|H>n  tho  long 
Htone  or  obel ink  wa*  erected  and  *ett  upon  tho  25th  of  Marche,"*  Tho  long  *tnno  mutt 
have  HufTered  injury  nince,  but  tho  fine  Qothic  capital,  of  which  wo  have  already  given  a 
view,  i*  without  doubt  a  relic  of  the  moHt  ancient  CVohh  demoliMhed  at  thiit  period.  Among 
the  older  custom*  of  which  thi*  interesting  fabric  wa*  tho  Rccno,  no  one  i*  more  curiou* 
than  the  ex|K>Nuro  of  dyvour*  or  bankrupt*,  a  cla**  of  criminals  at  all  times  regarded  with 
special  indignation  by  their  more  fortunate  fellow-citizen*.  Tlio  origin  of  thi*  singular 
mode  of  protecting  commercial  credit  is  thus  related  in  the  Act*  of  Sederunt  of  tho  Court 
of  Sesnion  for  1004: — "  Tho  Lordis  ordaino  the  Provost,  Bailleis,  and  CounMalo  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  cause  big  ane  pillery  of  hewn  stane,  ncir  to  tho  Mercat  Croco  of  Edinburgh, 
upon  the  held  thereof  nno  sait  and  place  to  bo  maid,  quhairupon,  in  tymo  cumlng,  Mall 
be  (et  all  dyvoris,  wha  sail  sit  thairon  anc  mercat  day,  from  10  hour*  in  the  morning 


'  "  Anent  walpjnnii  In  nultlilii.  Itvin,  It  U  lUtuta  unci  onlmiU  b«  tlia  ProTMt,  Railim,  and  Coiinuill  at  thii  burgh, 
becaiiM  u(  the  grvit  ■lnui'litf>ri»  niul  iithurU  ciinmieria  i>iicl  tullvU  don*  In  tym*  b]rg*ns  within  tha  burgh,  and  npparendlia 
to  ks  dune  gif  na  rumi'id  >>«  provydit  thnirto ;  and  fur  Mchawing  thalrot ;—  that  Ilk  mannar  of  panone,  marchandin,  craftii- 
man,  and  nil  uthvria  occupyarii  of  biithiii,  «r  chiiltneria  in  tha  hiagait,  outhar  haych  nr  laych,  that  thay  have  lang 
vnlpynnia  thnlrin,  niu  aa  hand  vx,  Jvdburgh  atiif,  hawnrt  jawalyng,  and  aiclyk  lang  valpynnii,  with  knaipachiiwiit  and 
jakkia  :  and  that  thay  cum  thairwith  tu  tha  hie-gait  incontinent  aftar  tha  commoun  ball  rynging." — Ilutgb  liocorili. 
Mar.  4,  l.'ifi'.'. 

*  "  IT  pone  Tymlay  tha  nyntrno  day  of  .liniij  11)60,  eftlr  aermond  andit,  tha  Maglatrataa  and  Counaall  o(  Edinburgh,  all 
in  thair  brut  robia,  with  a  great  number  of  thi<  cititiuia,  went  to  the  Mercat  Croca  of  Eilinburgh,  qiihair  a  great  long  boord 
wea  cuvortMl  with  all  aoirtea  of  aweit  nieittia,  and  thair  <lrank  tha  kingea  helth,  and  hia  brather;  tile  apoutea  of  tha  Croca 
rynnaiid  all  that  tynie  with  ab\uidnnce  of  clareyt  wyne.  Thor  wer  thrie  hundreth  doaana  of  glaaaia  all  brokin  and  caaain 
throw  the  atreitia,  with  aweit  mi'itia  in  abundance,"  Ac.  —  Nicolla  Diary,  p.  293, 

"  Upoiie  the  13  day  of  .Malj  lOill,  Hir  Archibald  .lohnneatoun  of  Waryatoun,  lait  Clerk  Uegiater,  being  forfalt  in  thli 
Parliament,  and  being  fugitive  fra  the  lawia  of  thia  Kiiigilonie,  for  hia  treaeonabia  actia,  ha  waa  flrat  oppinlie  declairit 
traitour  in  face  of  Parliainent,  thaireftir,  the  f^onl  l.you  king  at  airmea,  with  fiuir  heratdia  and  aex  trumpetteria,  went  to 
the  Mereat  Croce  of  KilinliurKli,  and  thair  maid  publict  intimation  of  hia  forfaltrie  ami  trenaon,  rave  aaunder  hia  airmea, 
and  trampled  thnme  under  thair  feet,  and  kiiiat  a  number  of  thame  over  the  Croce,  and  afllxt  ane  of  thame  upone  tho 
height  of  tho  great  atane,  to  retnayne  thair  to  tho  publict  view  of  all  beholderii.  Thir  airmea  were  croced  bakward,  hia 
held  being  put  duuiuneat  anil  hia  feet  upmeat." — Ibid,  p.  333. 

•  Calderwood,  vol.  vii.  p.  243. 
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quhill  ann  lionr  pftcr  itiritiiT  t  mxl  the  »iiiili»  ilyrnrii,  Wfore  ttmir  liWrtio  aixi  rnmInK  ftirth 
of  th«  tolhiiith,  ii|Hin  thnir  nwn  vUHtrgt*,  to  caiiM  niak  and  buy  ane  hat  or  lionnrt  of  yellow 
colour,  to  Iw  worn  lii<  thnme  all  th«  tynio  of  th«ir  littinffon  thciaiil  pillerjr,  and  in  all  tym* 
thnircflpr,  iwa  hwn  n»  llicy  rcinano  and  abide  dyvori*.'"  Hundry  nKKlifioationa  of  thi« 
lingular  act  wen'  nftcrwardi*  ad<)|iti>d.  In  10(10  "Tlio  (/>rd*  declare  that  Ihv  habile  ii  to 
be  a  coat  and  upper  gnrnicnt,  which  i*  to  cover  their  oloathi,  b<Kly  and  armi,  whereof,  tha 
one  half  in  to  be  of  yellow,  and  the  other  half  of  a  brown  colour,  and  a  cap  or  hooil,  which 
they  are  to  wear  on  their  hea<l,  party  coloured,  aa  *aid  in," '  coloured,  an  it  enacted  at  a 
■ub«cqueiit  period,  "conform  to  a  pattern  delivered  to  the  magiitrate*  of  Kdinburt{h  to 
be  keeped  in  their  Tolbooth."'  The  effect  of  «uch  a  cDitonn,  if  revived  in  our  day,  amid 
the  buitic  ami  fever  of  railway  iicheme*,  and  "bubble  *|ieculationa "  of  all  kimU,  could 
not  fail  to  exercito  n  very  pleaniuK  influence  in  diveriifying  the  monotony  of  our  unpio- 
turcuquo  modern  nttirr,  and  giviuf;  lome  variety  to  our  luteniblieii  and  promenadeil  How 
far  commercial  nolvency  would  bo  promoted  by  the  frei|uenterii  of  the  Htock  Kxchan{(c  lieing 
thus  compelled  to  wear  their  credit  on  their  mIcuvc,  we  muitt  leave  theie  ahrewd  •peculator! 
to  determine  at  their  leisure.  Cowper,  in  Iiih  "  Kpittle  to  Joiieph  Hill,  Kii<|.,"  di«cu«»ot  a 
■omcwhat  annlogouN  device,  adopted  by  an  Knatcrn  ingc,  for  dintinguiMhiiiK  honett  men  from 
knaven,  and  which  conainted  in  the  convicted  defaulter  wearing  only  half  a  coat  thereafter  1 
but  he  add*  for  the  comfort  of  all  contemporaries : — 

0  hi>pp7  DriUIn  t  »«  haro  not  tii  fnr 
Riiob  hanl  itnil  artiitrftry  mnuiirM  bard ; 
KIm  oiiiiIiI  »  Uw,  lik(  tbkt  wbich  I  nltU, 
UnoD  biir*  tha  Hiictinn  ii(  uiir  tripU  aUU, 
Rom*  f«w,  thiit  I  bav«  knnwn  in  Hajri  of  oM, 
Would  run  moit  iIfmiI/uI  ritk  n(  caloblng  ooM  I  * 

In  the  uteep  and  narrow  cIowh  that  diverge  on  eacli  tide  of  the  High  Street,  were  once 
the  dwellings  of  the  old  Scottiiih  nobility,  and  Ktill  they  retain  interesting  tracen  of  faded 
grandeur,  nwuking  many  curious  association*  which  well  repay  the  investigator  of  their  in- 
tricate purlieus.  Dunbar's  Clone,  of  which  wc  furnish  a  view,  has  already  been  mentioned 
as  the  place  pointed  out  by  early  tradition  where  Cromwell's  "  Ironsides  "  were  lodged, 
and  its  wIkiIc  appearance  is  both  uiii(iuo  and  singularly  picturesque.  Over  the  entrance  to 
the  Rose  and  Thistle  Top, — the  traditional  guard-room  of  the  victors  of  Dunbar, — there  is 
a  beautifully  carved  inscription,  bearing  one  of  the  oldest  dates  now  left  on  any  private 
building  in  Edinburgh.  The  stone  is  rebuilt  into  a  new  portion  of  the  house,  but  is  still 
neorly  as  sharp  as  when  fresh  from  the  chisel  j  the  inscription  is ; — 

FAITH  •  IN  •  CUI8T  •  ONLIE  •  8AVIT  •  Iflor. 

>  AcU  of  Sederunt,  I'th  Mnjr  l(i06.  >  Ibid,  2Ath  Ftbrviary  1069.  *  Ibid,  18th  Jul;  1..88. 

*  Tbg  following  Act  of  Hi-drnint,  for  13th  lU'cenibrr  ITH.I,  dcK-rilwa  tha  liiteat  reriion  of  tha  Eiiinburgh  Croaa, 
if  wa  aiCept  tlie  riull-iti'd  pavement  tlint  mnrka  ita  aile  : — "  The  Lordi  having  conaiderad  tha  repraaenUhtion  of  tba  Lord 
Provoat  and  MaKixtratea  of  the  city  of  Kiliiiliiirgli,  letting  forth,  that  when  tiia  Cniu  waa  taken  awajr  in  the  ytu  I'.'iS, 
a  atone  waa  ere<'ted  on  tlie  wide  of  a  well  on  tlin  Ili^h  Street,  adjncent  to  tha  place  where  tlie  Croaa  atoml,  which, 
liy  Act  of  Sederunt,  waa  declared  lo  Ije  the  Miirket  Cpma  of  KdiuliurKh  from  that  periiHl.  That  ainca  reinoTing  tha 
city  guard,  the  afurearid  well  waa  n  groat  oliatruction  to  tlie  free  |>naaiiga  upon  the  High  Street,  which  tlierafora  they 
inteniled  to  renio"  ■  ,  itiateod  thereof  to  erect  a  atone  pillnr,  a  few  feet  diatant  from  tha  aaid  wall,  on  the  aama  aid* 
of  the  High  Street,  oppnaite  to  the  head  of  the  Old  Aaaembly  Cloae.  Of  which  the  Lorda  approve,  and  declare 
the  new  pillar  to  be  the  Market  Cruaa,"  Wa  auppoae  Ibt  more  economical  marking  of  the  pavement  waa  the  only 
reauit. 
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On  nnothar  part  of  the  liiiildinK  (he  InitiMl*  I'D',  Mod  K  'T  ',  aiipMr  ktlat'hcd  to  «onit 
curiously- forniol  nmrki,  •ml  »»  ilonlitUii*  thoM  of  tlio  uriifitiBl  owh«r«  i  but  unfortuimtcly 
•II  th«  early  titlt'i  tra  liwt,  «o  that  no  <-luo  now  rnmaina  to  tlut  liittory  of  till*  linKultr 
(Iwtllinff.  Tliu  lower  *lory,  wliii-li  i*  lH>lifvi>i|  to  Imvc  fornioil  thn  liUck-hol*  or  dun){*<">  "' 
the  KnKliili  troi>|)«<r«,  i«  vnuUcil  with  ntniu',  nnil  arounii  the  nmiiDivo  wnlU  iron  riuK*  are 
nfHxcd,  ni  if  for  tlu<  |)ur|i(iiiu  of  n-ciirinK  tliii  |irii«<'ni*r«  onco  condiii'il  in  thme  vitult*.  The 
eut  Willi  of  tlit>  nmin  room  aIhjvu  in  curiouily  (<onKtruute<l  of  uliptiii  nrchei,  routing  on  plain 
circiiliir  pilliirx,  nml  itucli  portiiin*  of  tlii>  miti-r  wiill  hm  am  not  conocnliMl  hy  the  wooden 
nppcnilaxi'ii  of  cnrly  tinu<»,  vxhibit  poliiliud  Bililur  work,  tluiihod  with  neat  mouldiDgi  and 
•triiiK  roumeii.  ' 

Ininii'ilinloly  to  tint  north  of  thin  nni'iont  nianiiion,  tht«r<i  in  a  large  land  outerinff  from 
the  foot  of  Hcllar'i  Cloao,  wliit'h  hn«  two  tint  ti<rrnrmi  roofit  at  diflV'rvnt  ulvvationi,  and  fornu 
»  prominent  and  loniuwhnt  Krnrcful  featuru  of  thi>  Old  Town  ai  aeon  from  I'rincet  Street 
Thia  ii  known  hy  the  nnmu  of  "  Tlio  Cromwull  liartiian," '  and  in  pointed  out,  on  the  lame 
traditional  authority,  ni  liavinK  iN'cn  occupied  hy  thit  (ienurni,  owing  to  it*  vicinity  to  hii 
guardi,  and  the  commanding  proii|H>ct  which  ita  terraced  r(M>f  afforded  of  the  Kngliih  fleet 
at  anchor  in  the  Firth,  Over  ii  doorwuy,  which  divide*  the  upper  from  the  lower  part  of 
thin  clone,  a  carveil  lintel  beur*  thiN  variation  of  the  common  legend  ;— tub  .  i.ohi>  .  h%  , 
Bi.EiitT.  roH .  At. .  ma.  oiKTiM.'  A  building  on  thu  w«it  aide,  flniahed  in  the  itylo  pre* 
vulent  about  the  period  of  Janiea  VI.,  hn«  the  following  iuHcription  over  a  window  on  the 
third  floor  i— 

jUr  Thk  liOiii)  iH  TUB  ruiiTioM  or  mine  iniikritani  k  and  or 

MY  C'Ur;   TIIUIT  MAINTAINEHT  MV  I.OT.       PhAI,.  XVI,  VEKttE  &. 

In  the  houie  which  atood  op]>oiiito,  n  very  large  and  hbndiomo  Gothic  flre-place  re- 
mained, in  the  Nanio  atyle  at  thoNe  already  dcitcrihed  in  the  Quiao  Palace.  In  Brown'* 
Cloie  adjoining  thin,  Arnot  informs  u*  that  there  exi«ted  in  hi*  time  "a  private  oratory," 
containing  n  "  bnptiiimal  font,"  or  sculptured  iitoiio  niche  ;  but  every  relic  of  antiquity  hai 
now  diaappcared  ;  and  nearly  the  same  may  be  *aid  of  Byre*'  CloRe,  though  it  contained  only 
a  few  year*  hIucc  the  town  roamtion  built  by  Kir  John  Byret  of  Coatea,  the  carved  lintel  of 
which  wnM  removed  by  the  lute  iSir  Patrick  Walker,  to  Coatci  Houae,  the  oncicnt  maniion 
of  that  fiimily,  near  Edinburgh.  It  bear*  the  iuHcription,  "  BlisHit  be  Ood  in  al  Hia  giftit," 
with  the  initials  I  ■  B  ',  and  M  ■  B  -,  and  the  date  1011.* 


'  Pimhiir'i),  llrown'i,  inil  Hrllnr'n  cluiwa,  uirntiuncd  In  Ibia  ulinpUr,  arc  iiuw  oblltcriittd  by  rcctDt  olt;  impron- 
niaiita. 

*  r>i/<  p,  D5,  •lime  cunfuilun  iiiiU  In  the  iliiTurtnt  attempti  tu  flx  tba  vxuct  kutiir,  tut  tbeu  <)iicnp«nolw  Uod 
tu  ciinflrm  tb«  gaiierul  prubaliillty  uf  tbu  triditiuu  ;  lbs  naing  liartiian,  buwevcr,  wuuld  Mtm  to  deUrmin*  lb* 
building  nuw  tulgiied  in  tbe  trxt. 

*  In  tbit  auiuiing  vullectiun  "Hatin'i  Invliibia  WurUI  DiicoTfroil,"  writtan  fur  tbe  purpoia  of  ounfuundiog  atbaiats, 
tb*  (gllowtng  la  givan  oa  an  Euat  Lgtblau  grace,  "  in  tba  time  o{  ignnranc*  and  auparatition  : " 

Lord  ba  bUaa'd  fur  all  Hia  gifU, 
Duly  tbe  Pevil  anil  all  bia  abifta. 
Ood  arnd  ine  niuir  ailler,     Amun. 

*  The  front  lend  to  tbe  weat  uf  Bjrrca'  CI»b«,  waa  long  tbe  rraidpnca,  Puat  Office,  and  miaoellanaoua  aalabllabmant  of 
the  noted  Peter  Wiltjamaon,  wbu  advertjaed  bimaelt  aa  "  from  tbe  other  world !  "  and  publiabvd  an  ingenioua  narrative 
uf  bia  Adventurea  in  America,  anil  Captivity  among  tbe  Ued  Indiana.  —  I'l'ife  Kay'a  Tortraita,  vol.  i.  p.  137. 
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At  Iha  foot  i)f  till*  I'll)**,  huwov»r,  wu  itgiiin  niMl  wlili  vuliinliln  M«<ii'i«tii)n«  I'linnvrtiiil 
with  mom  timii  unit  riiniiirk»l>ld  |Mrliit|  in  Ht!i)Ui«h  hiitorjr.  A  iliHtfwtjr  on  tli*  «iiit  liiU  of 
th*  rlo«a  Hlfirila  in'i'im*  tn  n  liniiiUuinp,  tlimiKli  unw  riiiiiniu  •tnno  itnir,  Kiinr'tml  liy  ii  iii'iitly 
aitrv)>i|  l(nlii«irnili>  utiil  Ii'ihIiiik  to  %  Kiinli'it  tcrmri',  on  wliirh  hIhiiiI*  «  vxry  ln'itiiliritl  dIiI 
Rikniion,  tliitt  yii'liU  in  lnliiri<«t  to  imnu  of  tlix  imcifnt  (irivAtn  Ituililinif*  of  th«  cn|iilnl.  It 
pr*t«ni  <  A  loini-lii'titKiirml  front  to  lli«  north,  cni'li  of  tlii<  tii|i<«  of  wliii'li  it  ■urmminli'ii  hya 
richly  cnrvKil  iliriimr  witnlow,  lionrinK  in»i'ri|ilioii*  liohlly  iiit  in  largu  lloumn  l«U«r«,  though 
now  imrtly  iji'l'itceil.     Thitt  over  tlm  north  wimlow  |«  i— 

NIIIIL  •  KHT  •  KX  •  OMNI  •  I'AIITK    IIKATUM  • 

Tha  window*  nUuK  tho  eit«t  *iilo  appfar  to  hav<*  lH>i<n  uriuinnlly  limilArly  mlorniiil  i  two 
of  tlirir  citrvvd  topi  nri.'  Iniilt  into  itn  oiitliiiiiiii<  liclnw,  on  oiiu  of  wlili'h  in  the  Inacription, 
LAi'i .  UDigUR  ,  DEO  .  nnil  on  tho  other,  rKi.K  rrRu  .  iNrri.ix,  In  the  titU'-ilci'iU  of  thit 
■ncient  hiiililin{(i'  it  i*  ilvrn'rihi'il  n«  •■  tliiit  Icnotni'iit  of  Inml,  of  nM  ht'lmiKiiiK  to  Ailuni, 
Dithop  of  Orkney,  ('otntnciiiliitiir  of  lliilyrooilhuiiiti',  lln'rcikftcr  to  Jnlin,  < 'iirnnK'inliitnr  of 
llolyroodhoiiite,"  lii*  •on,  who  in  lilOll,  nri'imipitnii'il  Jiiiih'ii  to  KuKliind,  rci'oivinK  on  th« 
journey  tho  ki'yt  of  tho  town  of  Uorwirk,  in  hi*  Mi^vxty'*  nunie.  Only  three  year*  iifler- 
wardi,  "  tho  tenipornlitie*  iind  Kpirilnnlitie  "  of  llolyriMHJ  were  ereeled  into  n  linrnny  in 
hi*  behnlf,  nod  liini*elf  I'rented  n  I'ecr  hy  the  title  of  Lunl  llnlyroudhonni*.  Here,  then,  i« 
thu  maniion  of  tho  clohrated  Aduni  Dothwell,  who,  on  the  l.'ith  &Iuy  l>VI7,  otllciitled  at  tha 
ominoiu  innrrinj^e-iervioo  in  the  Cliupel  of  llulymod  I'uhtce,'  thtit  gnvo  llnthwell  lo^iti* 
luata  po**otiion  of  tho  unfortuniitu  Queen  Mary,  whotn  he  hnd  nlreiidy  lo  roniplvtvly 
Kcurod  within  hii  toil*.  That  lumo  night  tlio  dittich  of  Ovid  wni  oflixed  to  the  Palace 
gate  I — 

M«ni«  malu  M'llo  niibara  «iil||>ii  nit; ' 

and  from  the  infamy  that  popularly  attrchcd  to  thi*  fatal  union,  ii  traced  the  vulgar  preju- 
dice  that  itill  regardi  it  at  unlucky  to  wed  in  tho  month  of  May.  Tho  character  of  tho  old 
Bi*hop  of  Orkney  i«  not  one  peculiarly  meriting  admiration.  Ho  married  tho  poor  Queen 
according  to  tho  neic  forms,  in  deipitouf  tho  protcitt  of  their  franier*,  and  ho  proved  equally 
pliable  whore  hin  own  iiitereitit  wore  concerned.  He  wa*  one  of  tho  lirKt  to  de*ert  his  royal 
mittrem's  party ;  and  only  two  month*  aftvr  celebrating  her  marriage  with  tho  Earl  of 
Bothwell,  ho  placed  the  crown  on  the  head  of  her  infant  ion.  The  following  year  ho 
humbled  hiniHelf  to  tho  Kirk,  and  engaged  "to  make  a  vermoun  in  the  kirk  of  Halierudc- 
hou*,  and  in  the  end  therof  to  coufongc  tho  ofTenco  in  muricng  the  Qucine  with  tho  Krio  of 
Bothwell."  * 

Tho  interior  of  thi*  ancient  building  ha*  boon  «o  entirely  remodelled  to  adapt  it  tu  the 
very  different  uho*  of  later  time*,  that  no  relic  of  it*  early  grandeur  or  of  the  manner* 
of  it*  original  occupant*  remain ;  but  one  ciwinot  help  regarding  it*  (^liatnberM  with  a 


*  Now  tlitt  pniprrty  of  Mi^Mr<  CUppflrtun  and  Co.,  liy  whom  it  la  occupivil  aa  a  warabuuia. 

'  "Within  tliii  niilil  uhappol,  nut  with  tha  maaa,  tutli  with  praachinga,"— DiurnnI  u(  UoourrtDta,  p.  HI.    Kaltb  uul 
otliar  hiitoriiiu,  h  iwuvvr,  any,  "  within  tha  graat  hall,  wbtra  tha  cuuucU  uaiially  mat" 

•  Oviil'ii  Fu.li,  Hook  V. 

'  Uookn  of  thu  L'uivvraall  Kirk  of  SrotUnd,  p.  131. 
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mehnfhiAj  inl»r«at,  ill*t(i»f^i|  tKoitith  \\mj  an  bjr   lh«  rhangM  nf  nwHUrn   ImU  •nil 

nmiiiirr*.     Tlio  iiittii«  nf  ihi     *  ilii>|Mif  Drknry  H|)|i«art  •(  tli«  IkhiiI  Kr«iii«<l  hj  lh«  noktilijr 

III  llin  Knrl  iiC  Hiitliwi'll,  uim\    Imli'ly  Ih<Ii m  lia  |tut  iii  |ir«i-tic'»  In*  miiliiiluti*  •I'hvnia  •(•in«l 

Qtivvn   Mnry  i  m  tlmt  liitf«,  in  itti  iimtmliilily,  lli«  rmU  Hurl,  anil  nmnx  »(  tlia  UaillBg 

nolili')  iif  iliiit  I'^i'riH'hi  iM'rioil,  Imvti  iiH't  lo  ilianta*  tlifir  lUriiiK  |iUii*,  kihI  I'i  tiinlura  (ha 

ilciiKii*  llint   itiviiUi'd   «i    Miaiiy  In  ilu'ir  i'i>n«ii|iii<iiri>a.      Ilrri*,  too,  wn  nitty  Iwlifva   lioth 

Uary  ami  •Faniva  lo  liiuvn  Uien  aulariiiin«il  n*  kiivaU,  tiy  r«ih><r  and  inn,  wliila  »t  (ha  »»m» 

lioanl  tliiTi'  ant  nniiUiiT  lnvi'ly  wiiituiii,  wlmai'  wrmiK*  ara  tti  t'liii'lniiKly  raciinlail  in  Iha 

Iwniitil'iil  iilil  linllHil   iif  "  l<nily  Ann   Itiiihwt'll'a   l,iiini>nt."      HU»  waa  lti«<  aiaiar  of  tha  Hrit 

Lord   lliilyriHHlliniiaif,  nnii  ia  aaiil   to  hava  |iimaeaaf<il  ift»»t  |irraiinal   Iwaiily.      Hha   waa 

Iwtrnyi'il  iiiin  n  ilia^Tnri'fnl  luinnai'lion  with  lti»  lloiniiir- 

ahle  Hir  Al«'«nni|<ii'  Kr<liiiie,  a  aon  i>(  tliu  Kiirl  »(  Mnr, 

of  whom  a  |Hirtrait  atill  vxlat*  liy  Jamiaion.     Ha  ia 

thiTu  re|iri<>i'nti<i|  in  niililnry  tlrvaa,  witli  a  iniiraaa  anil 

•carf)    lull    till-    a|ili'iii|iiiir    of    hia    warlike    iillirn     ii 

aviilvntly  niiut'i'i'aiiry  to  aia  ntf  liii*  noliii*  ami  i>x|ir«aiiva 

cniintcnanri'.     'l'\w  ih-aorlinn  of  «lii'  frail  liimiity  by  thi* 

gay  dei'i'ivi'r  wua  Ih>Iu'Vi'i|  \>y  hia  ciinlcniiHiriirica  to  hav« 

•Spoacil  him  to  thti  ai)(niil  vi'nK<'>in<'i!  i>|'  hcitvon,  nn  hi* 

hcin)(  biiiwn  tip,  ai<in)(  with  tiu>  Kitrl  of  MinliliiiKton,  anti 

many  ollicra  of  nohlo  hirtli,  in  llii<  Ciiatlciif  UiuiKlaaa 

in   IdiO,  llif  iiowilcr  innKii/'ini'  hiiviiiK  lioi-n  iKnili'il  hy  n 

lerviinl  hoy  mit  of  ruvi>ti);<<  nKHtnat  liia  nmatcr,'     Aihim 

Ootiiwcll  lii'a  hiirini  in  lh<<  riiiiicil  t'linpi'l  of  llolyrooil, 

whcru  hia  tnoniinicnt  ia  atill  to  lie  xi'i'ii,  uttitilu'il  to  tlii< 

•ernnil  pilinr  froiii  the  ffrvnt  I'liat  wimlow  that  oiicu  ovi>r> 

luoki'il  tliR  liiLch  nltiir  nt  whii'ii  Mitry  k"^'''  '>''>'  liaml  to 

the  inilii'i-ilo  JMrnli'y,  nnJ  not  fiir  from  thi-  a|i(it — if  we 

arc  to  hi'licve  the  conti'iiiporary   nnnaliat — when'  aha 

yielded  it  tn  Ikt  iiifunioua  riiviNhur. 

Tlif  fore  part  of  the  nnciutit  hiiililitiK  in  tlio  High  Street  hai  been  almoat  entirely 
modcrniaoil,  iiml  fiiccd  with  it  new  alono  front,  but  ninny  citizenit  atill  living  remember 
wli(!n  an  iiticicnt  timber  fin.'iidc  projrcted  ita  loffy  giiblea  into  the  atroet,  with  tier  above 
tier,  ciu'h  Ihrui-titiK  I'lit  bcyoiiil  the  lower  ^lory,  while  below  were  the  eovered  piazza  and 


darkened  entriincea  to  the  glimtny  "  litixh 
exiimplea  of  old   limW'r  liitida  that  hiive  e 
aiaticiuted  with  nnulhur  citizen  of  no  lesx 


^' 

ahopH,' 

'  am 

'aenped 

demr 

note  in 

hia 

ii  aa  iiiny  atill  lie  aeeii  in  the  few 
ilition.  lint  thia  aneient  fabric  ia 
day — '•  llie  Klorioiit  daya  of  auld, 


I 


'  A  riidif  vcininn  nf  Ikt*  U'liutifiit  tialU<l  vim  printi'd  in  ttliM),  and  olliara  tiava  aiiir«  Iwvti  Riv^n  of  it  hjr  Fvrcj,  Jaiiit*> 
aon,  Kinloch,  Ao.  ;  Mr  11  (!lmiiil>eni,  liow*vi*r,  waa  tliu  AtRt  to  puliliili  tlia  trtia  hiitory  u(  tlia  haroina,  in  lila  "  Hcol* 
lUli  Hiillacli."  A  iliKtit  riintii>i"n  iKiiiri  In  lii<  aiiMuiit,  wIit*  alia  it  ilylnl  th"  il.inKlitar  nf  ItolliKall,  llialiop  of 
Orkn<*y,  he,  Tlia  iliitfa  mviu  to  Unvu  no  itoubt  tlmt  tlia  f.ittiar  waa  Jobn,  liia  a'>n.  tlia  tint  wlio  otitaiufd  tlia  titia  of 
l.onl  tl'ilyrociilhoiiin, 

*  III  a  S.iaiiiK  i>f  part  of  tlila  |irnpartjr,  it  ia  itjlail,  "  that  waatarn  laiiib  booth,  or  ahop,  Ijrlng  within  tha  (urt  tanamaiit 
ut  Mr  Ailiim  r«>lliw«ll,  iiiiilar  tha  laigh  atair  tbalrof  .  .  .  aa  alao  that  niaruhaiit  ahop  aDtarinf  from  tha  High 
Straat,"  to. 

VluniiTTt.  — Aihim  Ilutbwrira  lioiiaa,  fnuii  tlia  norib. 
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worthy,  faithfU'  Provoit  Dick," — tlinn  ever  wai  cither  tlio  Biihop  of  Orkney,  or  my  Lord 
Holyroodhouac.  8ir  Willinm  Dick  of  Draid,  an  eminent  merchant  of  Edinburgh,  and 
provost  of  the  city  in  the  year*  1038  and  1030,  proicntfi,  in  \\\*  strangely  chequered  history, 
one  of  tho  most  striking  examples  of  tlie  instability  of  fortune  on  record.  He  was  reputed 
the  wealthiest  man  of  his  time  in  Scotland,  and  was  generally  believed  by  his  contemporaries 
to  havo  discovered  tho  philosophers'  stone  I '  Being  a  zealous  Covenanter,  he  advanced  at 
one  time  to  tho  l/^cottish  Convention  of  Estates,  in  the  memorable  year  1041,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  merks,  to  save  them  from  tho  necessity  of  disbanding  their  army ; 
and,  in  tho  following  yeur,  the  custonix  were  sett  to  him,  "  for  202,000  merks,  and  6000 
merks  of  girsoum.'"  On  the  triumph  of  Cromwell  and  the  Independents,  however,  hii 
horror  of  "  the  Sectaries "  was  great«r  even  than  his  opposition  to  the  Stuarts,  and  he 
advanced  £20,000  for  the  service  of  King  Charles.  By  this  step  he  provoked  the  wrath 
of  the  successful  party,  while  squandering  his  treasures  on  a  failing  cause.  He  was 
unsparingly  subjected  to  the  heaviest  i>enaltieg,  until  his  vast  resources  dwindled  away  in 
vain  attempts  to  satisfy  the  rapacity  of  legal  extortion,  and  he  died  miserably  in  prison,  at 
Westminster,  during  the  Protectorate,  in  want,  it  is  said,  of  even  the  common  necessaries  of 
life.*  This  romance  of  real  life,  was  familiar  to  all  during  Sir  Walter  Scott's  early  years, 
and  he  has  represented  David  Deans  exultingly  exclaiming : — "  Then  folk  might  see  men 
deliver  up  their  silver  to  the  State's  use,  as  if  it  had  been  as  muckle  sclate  stanes.  My 
father  saw  them  toom  the  sacks  of  dollars  out  o'  Provost  Dick's  window,  intill  the  carts 
that  carried  them  to  the  army  at  Dunse  Law ;  and  if  ye  winna  believe  his  testimony,  there 
is  the  window  itsell  still  standing  in  the  Luckenbooths, — at  the  aim  stanchells,  five  doors 
abune  Advocate's  Close."*  The  old  timber  gable  and  the  stanchelled  window  of  this 
Scottish  Croesus,  have  vanished,  like  his  own  dollars,  l)eyond  recall,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  modern  and  unattractive  stone  front,  extending  between  Byres'  and  Advocate's 
Closes  only  disguises  the  remarkable  building  to  which  such  striking  historical  associations 
belong.  The  titles  include  not  only  a  disposition  of  the  property  to  Sir  William  Dick 
of  Braid,  but  the  appraising  and  disposition  of  it  by  his  creditors  after  his  death  ;  and  its 
situation  is  casually  confirmed  by  a  contemporary  notice  that  indicates  its  importance  at 
the  period.  In  the  classification  of  the  city  into  companies,  by  order  of  Charles  I.,  the 
third  division  extends  '*  from  Gladstone's  Land,  down  the  northern  side  of  the  High 
Street,  to  Sir  William  Dick's  Land."'  The  house  was  afterwards  occupied  by  the  Earl  of 
Kintore,  an  early  patron  of  Allan  Ramsay,  whose  name  was  given  to  a  small  court  still 
remaining  behind  the  front  building,  although  the  public  mode  of  access  to  it  has  dis- 
appeared since  the  remodelling  of  the  old  timber  land. 


'  ArchiSalogia  Scottica,  vol.  i.  p.  336. 

'  Sir  Thomas  Hope's  Diary,  B.>nn.  Club,  p.  158.     Oertome,  or  entreite  tiller,  now  pronounced  Orattum. 

'  These  changes  of  fortune  are  commemorated  in  a  folio  pamphlet,  entitled  "  The  lamentable  state  of  the  deceased 
Sir  William  Dick."  It  contains  several  copperplates,  one  representing  Sir  William  on  horseback,  and  attended  with 
guards,  as  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  superintending  the  unloading  of  one  of  his  rich  argosies  at  Leith.  A  second 
exhibits  him  as  arrested,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  bailiffs,  and  a  third  presents  him  dead  in  prison.  The  tract  is  greatlj 
valued  by  collectors.  Sir  Walter  Scott  mentions,  in  a  note  to  the  Heart  of  Midlothian,  that  the  only  copy  he  ever  saw 
for  sale  was  valued  at  X30. 

•  Scott  says  Goifontt  Close,  but  it  is  obviously  a  mistake,  as,  independent  of  the  direct  evidence  we  have  of  the  true 
site  of  Sir  William  Dick's  house,  that  close  naa  not  in  the  Luckenbooths,  the  locality  he  correctly  mentions. 

»  Maitland,  p.  285. 
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Advocate's  Close,  which  bounds  the  ancient  tenement  we  have  been  describing  on  the 
east,  derives  its  name  from  Sir  James  Stewart  of  Qoodtrees,'  who  returned  A'om  exile  on 
the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolution.  He  was 
an  object  of  extreme  dislike  to  the  Jacobite  party,  who  vented  their  spleen  against  him  in 
their  bitterest  lampoons,  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  the  Scottish  Pasquils;  and  to  them 
he  was  indebted  for  the  sobriquet  of  Jamie  Wylie.  Sir  James  filled  the  oiBce  of  Lord 
Advocate  from  1092  until  his  death  in  1713,  one  year  excepted,  and  had  a  prominent 
share  in  all  the  public  transactions  of  that  important  period.  Being  so  long  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  official  title,  the  close  in  which  he  resided  received  the  name  of  "  the  Advocate's 
Close."  The  house  in  which  he  lived  and  died  is  at  the  foot  of  the  Close,  on  the  west  side, 
immediately  before  descending  n  flight  of  steps  that  somewhat  lessen  the  abruptness  of  the 
steen  dcHcent.'  In  1769,  Sir  James  Stewart,  grandson  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  sold  the 
house  to  David  Dalryniple  of  Westhall,  Esq.,  who,  when  afterwards  raised  to  the  Bench, 
assnmed  the  title  of  Lord  Westhall,  and  continued  to  reside  in  this  old  mansion  till  his 
death.*  This  ancient  alley  retains,  nearly  unaltered,  the  same  picturesque  overhanging 
gables  and  timber  projections  which  have,  without  doubt,  characterised  it  for  centuries,  and 
may  be  taken  as  a  very  good  sample  of  a  fashionable  close  in  the  palmy  days  of  Queen 
Anne.  It  continued  till  a  comparatively  recent  period  to  be  a  favourite  locality  for  gentle- 
men of  the  law,  and  has  been  pointed  out  to  us,  by  an  old  citizen,  as  the  early  residence  of 
Andrew  Crosbie,  the  celebrated  original  of  "  Councillor  Pleydell,"  who  forms  so  prominent 
a  character  among  the  dramatis  pertonte  of  "  Quy  Mannering."  The  same  honse  already 
mentioned  as  that  of  Sir  James  Stewart,  would  answer  in  most  points  to  the  description  of 
the  novelist,  entering  as  it  docs,  from  a  dark  and  steep  alley,  and  commanding  a  magni- 
ficent  prospect  towards  the  north,  though  now  partially  obstructed  by  the  buildings  of  the 
New  Town.  It  is  no  mean  praise  to  the  old  lawyer  that  he  was  almost  the  only  one  who 
had  the  courage  to  stand  his  ground  against  Dr  Johnson,  during  his  visit  to  Edinburgh. 
Mr  Crosbie  afterwards  removed  to  the  splendid  mansion  erected  by  him  in  St  Andrew 
Square,  ornamented  with  engaged  pillars  and  a  highly  decorated  attic  story,  which  stands 
to  the  north  of  the  Royal  Bank ;  *  but  he  was  involved,  with  many  others,  in  the  failure  of 
the  Ayr  B^nk,  and  died  in  such  poverty,  in  1785,  that  his  widow  owed  her  sole  support  to 
an  annuity  of  £50  granted  by  the  Faculty  of  Advocates. 

The  lowest  house  on  the  east  side,  directly  opposite  to  that  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  was 
the  residence  of  an  artist  of  some  note  in  the  seventeenth  century.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  to  118  by  an  old  citizen  recently  dead '  as  the  house  of  his  "  grandmother's  grandfather," 
the  celebrated  John  Scougal,*  painter  of  the  portrait  of  Qeorge  Heriot  which  now  hangs  in 


'  Now  called  "  Mnredun "  in  the  pariah  of  LibbertoD,  The  buuM  wu  built  by  Sir  Jamea  aooii  aiter  the 
Revolution. 

'  Sir  JaitiM  Stcwnrt,  Provost  of  Edinburgh  in  1648-9,  when  Cromwell  paid  his  first  visit  to  liMinburgh,  and  again 
in  1658-0,  at  the  close  of  the  Protectorate,—  purchased  the  ancient  tenement  which  occupied  this  site,  and  after  the 
Revolution,  his  son,  the  Lord  Advocate,  rebuilt  it,  and  died  there  in  1713,  when,  "  so  great  was  the  crowd,"  aa  Wodrow 
tells  in  bis  Analecta,  "  that  the  magistrates  were  at  the  grave  in  the  Qreyfriars'  Churchyard  before  the  corpse  woa  taken 
out  of  the  house  at  the  foot  of  the  Advocate's  Close." — Coltness  Collections,  Haitlaud  Club,  p.  17. 

>  The  house  appears  from  the  titles  to  have  been  sold  by  Lord  Westhall,  in  1784,  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death. 

*  Now  occupied  as  Douglas's  Hotel.  *  Mr  Andrew  Oreig,  carpet  manufacturer. 

*  John  Scougal,  younger  of  that  name,  was  a  cousin  of  Patrick  Scougal,  consecrated  Bishop  of  Aberdeen  in  1664.  He 
added  the  upper  story  to  the  old  land  in  Advocate's  Close,  and  fitted  up  one  of  the  floon  as  a  picture  gallery ;  some 
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the  Council-room  of  the  Hospitnl ;  80  that  hero  was  the  fashionable  lounge  of  the  dilettanti 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  nnd  the  resort  of  rank  and  beauty,  careful  to  preserve  unbroken 
the  links  of  the  old  line  of  family  portraiture  j  though  a  modern  fine  lady  would  be  seized 
with  a  nervous  fit  at  the  very  prospect  of  descending  the  slippery  abyss. 

Following  our  course  eastward  we  arrive  at  Roxburgh  Close,  which  is  believed  to 
derive  its  name  from  having  been  the  residence  of  the  Earls  of  Roxburgh.  It  has,  however, 
suffered  a  very  different  fate  from  the  adjoining  close.  Few  of  its  ancient  features  have 
escaped  alteration,  and  only  one  doorway  remains — now  built  up — of  the  mansion  reputed 
to  have  been  that  in  which  the  ancestors  of  the  noble  earls  lived  in  state.  We  have 
engraved  a  fac-simile  of  the  quaint  nnd  pious  legend  that  adorns  the  old  lintel.  If  this 
account  be  true  (for  which,  however,  there  is  only  the  authority  of  tradition),  the  date 

carries  us  back   to   the   year 

i,'iiii?iiiiiiiiiiiMiiiaoi     ,  ,„„  .     , .  ,  „  .         \ 

""^^"■^■™»'  1586,  in  which  their  ancestor, 
Sir  Walter  Ker,  of  Cessford, 
died,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
affray  already  alluded  to,  iu 
which  Sir  Walter  Scott  of 
Buccleugh  was  slain  on  the 
High  Street  of  Edinburgh. 
Warriston's  Close  is  another  of  the  ancient  alleys  of  the  Old  Town  which  still  remains 
nearly  in  its  pristine  state,*  exhibiting  the  substantial  relics  of  former  grandeur,  like  the 
faded  gentility  of  a  reduced  dowager.  Handsome  and  lofty  polished  ashlar  fronts 
are  decorated  with  richly  moulded  and  sculptured  doorways,  surmounted  by  architraves 
adorned  with  inscriptions  and  armorial  bearings,  still  ornamental,  though  broken  and 
defaced.  Timber  projections  of  on  early  date  jut  out  here  and  there,  and  give  variety  to 
the  irregular  architecture,  while  far  up,  and  almost  beyond  the  point  of  sight  that  the 
straitened  thoroughfare  admits  of,  dormer  windows  of  nn  ornate  charocter  rise  into  the  roof, 
and  the  gables  are  finished  with  crow-steps,  and,  in  one  cose  at  least,  with  armorial  bear- 
ings.    Over  the  first  doorway  on  the  west  side  is  the  inscription  and  date: 

....  QUE  •  ERIT  •  ILLE  •  MIHI  •  SEMPER  •  DEUS  •  1583  • 

The  front  of  this  building,  facing  the  High  Street,  is  of  polished  ashlar  work,  surmounted 
with  handsome  though  dilapidated  dormer  windows,  and  is  further  adorned  with  a  curious 
monogram ;  but  like  most  other  similar  ingenious  devices,  it  is  undecipherable  without 
the  key.  AVe  have  failed  to  trace  the  builders  or  occupants  at  this  early  period ;  but 
the  third  floor  of  the  old  land  was  occupied  in  the  following  century  by  James  Murray, 

of  his  fineit  works  were  posoesBed  by  the  lato  Andrew  Bell,  engraver,  the  originator  of  the  Encyclopiedia  Britannic*, 
who  married  his  grand-daughter.  Pinkcrton  remarks  of  him  : — *'  For  some  yean  after  the  Revolution  he  wa»  the  only 
painter  in  Scotland,  and  had  a  very  great  run  of  business.  This  brought  him  into  a  hasty  and  incorrect  manner." 
This  is  very  observable  in  the  portrait  ot  Heriot,  copied  in  169S,  from  the  original  by  Paul  Vansomer, — now  lost.  The 
head  is  well  painted,  but  the  drapery  and  background  are  so  slovenly  and  harshly  executed,  that  they  appear  more  like 
the  work  of  an  inexperienced  pupil.  Soougal  died  at  Prestonpans  about  the  year  1730,  aged  85,  having  witnessed  a 
series  of  as  remarkable  political  changes  as  ever  occurred  during  a  single  lifetime.  Ho  is  named  George  in  the 
Wtekli/  Sfaijazine  (vol.  xv.  p.  C6)  and  elsewhere,  but  this  appears  to  be  an  error,  as  several  of  his  descendant*  were 
named  after  him,  John. 

'  Since  the  First  Ediiion  of  these  "  Memorials  "  appeared,  Warriston's  and  other  closes  in  this  part  of  the  city  have 
been  so  much  altered  as  now  to  present  little  of  their  characteristics  as  memorials  of  the  past. 
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Lord  Philiphangh,  one  of  the  judges  appointed  after  tlie  Revolution.  He  «at  in  the  Con- 
vention of  Estates  which  assembled  at  Edinburgh,  2flth  June  1678,  and  was  again  chosen 
to  represent  the  county  of  Selkirk  in  Parliament  in  the  yeor  1081,  when  he  became  a 
special  object  of  jealousy  to  the  government.  Ho  was  imprisoned  in  1084  ;  oud  under  the 
terror  of  threatened  torture  with  the  boots,  ho  yielded  to  give  evidence  ogainst  those 
implicated  in  the  Rye  House  Plot.  Ho  hod  the  choracter  of  an  upright  and  independent 
judge,  but  his  contemporaries  never  forgot  "  that  unhappy  step  of  being  an  evidence  to 
•ave  his  life," '  a  weakness  that  most  of  those  who  remembered  it  against  him  would 
probably  have  shown  in  like  circumstances. 

A  little  further  down  the  close  another  doorway  appears,  adorned  with  an  inscription 
and  armorial  bearings.  At  the  one  end  of  the  lintel  is  a  shield  bearing  the  arms  of  Bruce 
of  Binning,  boldly  cut  in  high  relief,  and  at  the  other  end  the  same,  impaled  with  those  of 
Preston,  while  between  tliem  is  this  inscription,  in  large  ornamental  characters, 

GRACIA  •  DEI  •  ROBERTUS  •  BRUISS  • 

In  the  earlier  titles  of  property  in  this  close,  it  is  styled  Bruce's  Close,  and  the  family  have 
evidently  been  of  note  and  influence  in  their  day.  We  were  not  without  hope  of  being 
able  to  trace  their  connection  with  the  celebrated  Robert  Bruce,  who,  as  one  of  the  ministers 
of  Edinburgh,  became  an  object  of  such  special  animosity  to  James  VI.  j  and  the  vicinity 
of  the  old  mansion  to  the  ancient  church  where  he  officiated  renders  it  not  improbable  in 
the  absence  of  all  evidence." 

Still  farther  down,  another  doorway,  ornamented  with  inscriptions  and  armorial  bearings,* 
gives  access  to  a  lorge  ond  handsome  dwelling  on  the  first  floor,  adorned  at  its  entrance 
with  a  niche  or  recess,  formed  of  a  pointed  arch,  somewhat  plainer  than  the  "  fonts  " 
described  in  Blyth's  Close.  Here  was  the  residence  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Thomas  Craig,  who 
won  the  character  of  an  upright  judge,  .id  a  man  of  eminent  learning  and  true  nobleness 
of  character,  during  the  long  period  of  forty  years  that  he  practised  as  a  lawyer,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Mary  and  James  VI.  One  of  his  eorliest  duties  as  a  justice-depute  was  the 
trial  and  condemnation  of  Thomas  Scott,  sherifi'-depute  of  Perth,  and  Henry  Yuir  a  priest, 
for  having  kept  the  gates  of  Holyrood  Palace  during  the  assassinotion  of  Rizzio.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  extreme  modesty,  and  little  inclined  from  his  natural  dis- 
position to  take  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  Whether  from  timidity  or  diffidence,  he 
left  Sir  Thomas  Hope  to  fulfil  the  duties  which  rightly  devolved  on  him,  as  advocate  for 
the  Church,  at  the  famous  trial  of  the  six  ministers.  He  was  of  a  studious  turn,  and  readier 
in  the  use  of  his  pen  than  his  tongue.  His  legal  treatises  are  still  esteemed  for  their  great 
learning ;  and  several  of  his  Latin  poems  are  to  be  found  in  the  "  Delitiae  Poetarum  Scoto- 
rum,"  containing,  according  to  his  biographer  Mr  Tytler,  many  passages  eminently  poetical. 
It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  although  repeatedly  ottered  by  King  James  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood, he  constantly  refused  it ;  and  he  is  only  styled  "  Sir  Thomas  Craig,"  in  consequence 


'  Hackay's  Memoirs. 

'  In  tbs  Book  u{  RetourR,  vol.  ii,,  Noi.  26  and  SO,  in  the  year  1600,  Robert  Bruce,  heir  male  of  Robert  Bruce  of 
Binning,  his  father,  appears  as  owner  of  various  lands  in  Linlithgow,  anciently  belonging  to  the  Prioress  and  Convent 
of  the  B,  V.  Hary  of  Elcho,  with  the  church  lands  of  the  vicarage  of  Byning. 

•  The  inscription,  now  greatly  defaced,  is,  Gratia  Dei,  Tkomaa  T  .  .  .  . 
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of  a  royal  order  that  every  one  should  give  him  that  title.  Ho  waa  luccceded  in  the  old 
mansion  by  his  son,  Sir  Lewis  Craig,  and  hod  the  satiiifttction  of  pleading  ai  advocate  while 
he  presided  on  the  bench  under  the  title  of  Lord  WrightslandH.  The  hunie  in  Warriston's 
Close  was  subsequently  occupied  by  Sir  George  Urquhort,  of  Cromarty,  and  still  later  by 
Sir  Robert  Baird,  of  Sauchton  Hall.  But  the  most  celebrated  residcnter  in  this  ancient 
alley  is  the  eminent  lawyer  and  statesman.  Sir  Archibald  Johnston,  of  Warriston,  the 
nephew  of  its  older  inhabitant.  Sir  Thomas  Craig.  He  appears  from  the  titles  to  have 
purchased  from  his  cousin.  Sir  Lewis  Craig,  the  house  ai^oining  his  own,  and  which  is 
entered  by  a  plain  doorway  on  the  west  side  of  the  close,  immediately  below  the  one  last 
described.  Johnston  of  Warriston  took  an  early  and  very  prominent  share  in  the  resist- 
ance offered  to  the  schemes  of  Charles  L,  and  in  1038,  on  the  royal  edict  being  proclaimed 
from  the  Crofis  of  Edinburgh,  which  set  at  defiance  the  popular  opposition  to  the  hated 
Service  Book,  ho  boldly  appeared  on  a  scaffold  erected  near  it,  and  read  aloud  the  cele- 
brated protest  drawn  up  in  name  of  the  Tables,  while  the  mob  compelled  the  royal  heralds 
to  abide  the  reading  of  this  counter-defiance.  It  is  unnecessary  to  sketch  out  very  minutely 
the  incidents  in  a  life  already  familiar  to  the  students  of  Scottish  history.  He  was 
knighted  by  Charles  L,  on  his  second  visit  to  Scotland  in  1041,  and  assumed  the  designation 
of  Lord  Warriston  on  his  promotion  to  the  bench.  He  was  one  of  the  Scottish  Commis- 
sioners sent  to  mediate  between  Charles  L  and  the  English  Parliament ;  and  after  filling 
many  important  offices  he  sat  by  the  same  title  as  a  peer  in  Cromwell's  abortive  House  of 
Lords  ;  and,  on  the  death  of  the  Protector,  he  displayed  his  keen  opposition  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Stuarts  by  acting  as  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  under  Richard  Crom- 
well. On  the  restoration  of  Charles  IL  he  became  an  object  of  special  animosity,  and  having 
boldly  refused  to  concur  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  he  escaped  to  Hamburgh,  from  whence  he 
afterwards  retired  to  Rouen  in  France.  There  he  was  delivered  up  to  Charles  by  the  French 
King,  and  after  a  tedious  imprisi^nment,  both  in  the  Tower  of  London  and  the  old  Tol- 
booth  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  executed  with  peculiar  marks  of  indignity,  on  the  spot  where 
he  had  so  courageously  defied  the  royal  proclamation  twenty-five  years  before.  His  own 
nephew.  Bishop  Burnet,  has  furnished  a  very  characteristic  picture  of  the  hardy  and  politic 
statesman,  in  which  he  informs  us  he  was  a  man  of  such  energetic  zeal  that  he  rarely  allowed 
himself  more  than  three  hours  sleep  in  the  twenty-four.  When  we  consider  tho  leading 
share  he  took  in  all  the  events  of  that  memorable  period,  and  his  intimate  intercourse  with 
the  most  eminent  men  of  his  time,  we  cannot  but  view  with  lively  interest  the  decayed  and 
deserted  mansion  where  he  has  probably  entertained  such  men  as  Henderson,  Argyle, 
Rothes,  Lesley,  Monck,  and  even  Cromwell ;  and  the  steep  and  straitened  alley  that  still 
associates  his  name  with  the  crowded  lands  of  the  Old  Town.* 

The  following  quaint  and  biting  epitaph,  penned  by  some  zealous  cavalier  on  the  death 
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'  The  imporUnee  which  wu  attached  to  thia  cloae  aa  one  o(  the  moat  faahionable  localitiea  of  Edinburgh  during  the 
laat  century  appeara  from  a  propoaitiou  addrusaeil  by  the  Earl  of  Morton  to  the  Lord  Provoat  in  1767.  in  which, 
among  other  conditiuna  which  he  demands,  under  the  threat  of  opposing  the  extenaion  of  the  royalty  to  the 
grounda  on  which  the  New  Town  ia  built,  be  require)  that  a  timber  bridge  ahall  be  thrown  over  the  North  Loch, 
from  the  foot  of  Warriston'a  Cloae  to  Bereford'a  Parka,  and  the  public  Register  OfScea  of  Scotland,  built  at  the  cost  ol 
the  town,  "  on  the  highest  level  ground  of  Robertaon'a  and  Wood'a  farma. "  To  thia  the  magistratea  reply  by  stating, 
among  other  objectiona,  that  the  Talue  of  the  property  in  the  cloae  alone  ii  £20,000  ! — Proposition  by  the  Earl  of 
Morton,  fol.  S  pp. 
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of  hi*  mother,  Elitiib«th,  ilnuKhti'r  of  Nir  Thimiiiii  CrniK,  hnii  Iwon  prenerrcd  bj  Sir  Jamet 
Balfour,  ami  it  worth  quoting  as  a  inmiiie  of  |iurty  rnnc-our  against  the  Whig  itatciman  i— 

Pnrvll  iiirlt  ya  lUntlii*, 
And  liiirate  tlin  Ijrkci  »  tun*, 
Tlmt  linik  »way  Kmnl  KUpot  t'riili;*, 
Anil  Uft  ]r'  ktmva  liar  aona. 

Hiitory  and  roniancu  rontond  for  tho  umtooiHtion*  of  the  Hcottiih  capital,  not  always 
with  tlio  ndvantngu  on  tlio  dull  Hiilu  of  fiu^t.  On  a  certain  noted  Huturdny  ni)(lit,  in  the 
annalii  of  llition.  Dandy  Dinniont  and  Culonul  Mannering  turned  from  tho  High  Htruet 
"  into  a  dark  alley,  then  up  a  dark  ittuir,  and  into  un  open  door."  The  alley  wim  Writer*' 
Court,  and  the  door  tlmt  of  Clerihugh'*  tavern  ;  a  telelirated  place  of  convivial  rcnort  during 
the  hiHt  century,  whii.h  itill  itandu  at  the  bottom  of  the  court,  though  itit  deserted  wall*  no 
longer  ring  with  tho  revelry  of  Hiijh  Jinht,  and  hucIi  royal  mumming*  a*  formed  tho  Hpurt 
of  Plcydell  and  hi*  nssoviate*  on  that  jovial  night.  The  picture  i*  no  douht  a  true  one  of 
scene*  familiar  to  grave  citir.en*  of  former  generations,  Clerihugh'*  tavern  wa*  tho  favourite 
resort  of  our  old  civic  dignitaries,  for  thone  "douco  fofttivities  "  that  were  then  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  all  city  affairs.  Tho  wags  of  last  century 
used  to  tell  of  a  certain  city  treasurer,  who,  on  being  applied  to  for  a  new  rope  to  tho  Tron 
Kirk  bell,  summoned  the  Council  to  deliberate  on  the  demand;  an  a*|journment  to  Clcri- 
hugh'g  tavern  it  was  hoped  might  facilitate  the  settlement  of  so  weighty  a  matter,  but 
one  dinner  proved  insufficient,  and  it  was  not  till  they  had  (IniKhed  their  third  banquet  in 
Writers'  Court,  that  tho  a]>plication  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  councillors,  who  spliced 
the  old  bell  rope  and  settled  tho  bill  I ' 

Wo  have  already  alluded  to  some  of  tho  most  recently  cherished  superstition*  in  regard 
to  Mary  King's  Close,  ussociated  with  Bcth's  Wynd  as  one  of  tho  last  retreats  of  the 
plague;  but  it  appears  probable,  from  the  following  epigram*' on  Marye  King's  pcit," 
by  Drummond  of  Ilawthorndc.i,  th.it  the  idea  is  coeval  with  tho  name  of  tho  close: — 

Tunii<,  citiieni,  to  Clud  ;  repent,  repent, 
Anil  |ir\y«  ycmr  )>e<llam  frrniira  niny  relent ; 
Think  nut  relwlllun  n  trifling  tiling, 
Tliia  pingiie  il»tli  tight  fur  Marit  and  the  King.'' 

Mr  Qeorgo  Sinclair  has  furnished,  in  his  "Satan's  Invisihlo  World  Discovered,"*  an 
account  of  apparitions  seen  in  this  close,  and  "attested  by  witnesses  of  undoubted  veracity," 
which  loaves  all  ordinary  wonders  far  behind !  7Jhis  erudite  work  '.ras  written  to  confound 
the  atheists  of  the  seventeenth  century.  It  used  to  be  hawkod  about  the  streets  by  tho 
gingerbread  wives,  and  found  both  purchasers  and  believers  enough  to  have  satisfied  even 
its  credulous  author.  Its  popularity  may  account  for  the  general  prevalence  of  superstitious 
prejudices  regarding  this  old  close,  which  was,  at  best,  a  grim  and  gousty-looking  place, 
and  appears,  from  tho  reports  of  property  purchased  for  the  site  of  tho  Royal  Exchange, 
to  have  been  nearly  all  in  ruins  when  that  building  was  erected,  most  of  tho  houses  having 
been  burned  down  in  IT.'iO.     The  pendicle  of  Satan's  worldly  possessions,  however,  which 

>  Writeri'  C'uurt  derives  ite  name  fnim  the  Signet  Libmry  having  been  kept  there  until  ita  removal  to  the  magniflccnt 
apartraenta  which  it  now  occupies  adjuining  the  Pnrliunient  Houae, 

*  Drummnnd  of  tluwthornden's  I'lioms,  Maltland  Club,  p.  'iK>. 

*  Originally  published  in  lOS,*!,  by  Mr  Ooorgc  Sinuluir,  iVofeaaor  of  PLiloaophy  in  Qlaagow  College,  and  afterward! 
miniater  of  Kaatwood  in  Renfrewshire. 
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wo  liavd  now  to  ilpat'riU',  in  tinilorntooil  tn  l>(>  utill  vtmulintf  in  tlio  nuthir  re((ion*  nf  the 
Rnynl  KxcliniiK"  nron, 

From  IVot'i'niinr  Sinclnir'n  voraoioiin  nnrrnlivi',  it  nppoun*  timt  Mr  Tlinmiw  I'liitliourt,  n 
rrii|i<'clnlilo  law  iiKi'iit,  ri'iiiovoil  from  n  lowor  pnrt  of  tlio  town  to  n  lN>irpr  lioimn  iit  Mnry 
KiiiK'*  ('li)«>.  Tlio  iniiiii-Korvnnt  witM  wiiriicd  liy  llu*  iioixliliniirx  of  irn  Itciii;;  hauntiut  on 
liiT  timt  i-oiiiiiiK  iilioiit  tliv  lioimo,  nnd  l)t'i'niiio  mo  iiiliiiiiiliitcil  tliut  mIiu  iloitortiiii  liur  pinos 
IrnvihK  Mr  Coilhonrt  niiil  liiit  wifu  nlono  in  llioir  new  dwelling,  to  tlofy  iho  ilovil  nnil  lii* 
niinioiiN  n*  liicy  liont  nii);lit,  Tti<<  ^ikh!  Imly  lirul  Ncnii'il  licriolf  bvitiiln  liur  liiHbnnd'N  l)utl — 
who  hnil  liiiii  liown  on  liio  Hiindny  itftornonn,  W\\\^  niij^litiy  indinponcii—anil  wao  cnKii^ed 
in  reading  tiio  Itihio,  when  linppoiiing  to  lirt  lior  cyr,  nhu  wim  nppiillod  by  lu'lioMinK  n  licnd, 
iiponiinKly  tlint  of  uti  old  iiiiin  witli  a  \i,w\  Ix'nrd,  Hiixpt'iidod  in  mid  air  at  a  litllo  dintance, 
and  K"!'''"K  ■■■tciiily  on  licr.  H)ii>  MWooni'd  at  ilic  itiglit,  anil  lay  in  n  xtatu  of  iniii>nKil)ility 
till  tlio  rctnrn  of  hor  noiKld)ouri«  from  cluiri'li.  Hit  hnitband,  on  licin^  told  of  thu  appari- 
tion, iioni;lit  to  rraNon  licr  out  nflicr  credulity,  and  tlio  ovciiiii);  paKood  over  without  further 
trouble  ;  but  they  were  nut  lonj;  ^oiio  to  bcil  when  he  hiinxelf  Kpied  thu  itanie  phantom-head, 
by  tlio  light  of  tlio  tiro,  t;azinf(  at  him  with  it*  ((liantly  cyvjt.  Ho  roMO  and  li)(hted  a  candle, 
and  took  to  prayer,  but  with  little  eti'eet ;  for  in  about  an  hour  the  bodilemi  phantom  wai 
joined  by  that  of  a  child  alMo  KiiHpeiuled  in  mid  air,  and  thin  again  wan  followed  by  a  naked 
nrni  from  tlio  elbow  downwardii,  which,  in  deflonce  of  all  aiyiiratioim  and  praycrn,  not  only 
pcrtiited  in  remaining,  but  Kcemed  bent  on  ithakinx  haiidn  with  them.  The  poor  agent  in 
tlio  niOHt  Holenin  manner  addre*med  tliix  very  frieiiclly  but  unwelcomo  intruder,  ctigagiufi;  to 
do  hi*  ntnioHt  to  right  any  wrongs  it  had  received,  if  it  would  only  begone,  but  all  in 
vain.  The  goblimi  evidently  rotiMidered  that  the  worthy  couple,  and  not  they,  were  tho 
intrudern,  Tliey  perHisted  in  making  tlieniHelvei*  at  home;  though  after  all  they  Ncem 
to  liavo  been  civil  enough  ghoittH,  with  no  unfriendly  intentiotix,  so  that  they  wore  only 
allowed  the  run  of  the  houxe.  Hy  and  by  the  naked  ami  wax  joined  by  a  npectral  dog, 
which  deliberately  mounted  a  chair,  and  turning  ilx  noxc  to  iiH  tail,  went  to  Nleep,  This 
wa»  followed  by  a  cat,  nnd  noon  after  by  other  and  ntrangcr  ereaturot,  until  the  whole  floor 
Kwnrmcd  with  them,  no  that  "the  lionent  couple  went  to  their  knees  again  within  the  bed; 
there  being  no  standing  in  the  floor  of  the  room.  In  tho  time  of  prayer,  their  ears  were 
dtartled  with  a  deep,  dreadt'ul,  and  Imid  groan,  ax  of  n  strong  man  dying,  at  which  all  the 
apparitionn  and  viHioiiN  at  once  vanished  I" 

Mr  ('(dtheart  niu.»t  have  been  a  man  of  no  ordinary  courage,  or  this  night's  experience 
would  have  satisfied  him  to  resign  his  new  house  to  the  devil,  or  his  subtenants,  wlioseemod 
to  linvo  taken  a  i)rovious  lease  of  it.  He  continued  to  reside  there  till  his  death  without 
further  molestation  j  but  at  the  very  moment  he  expired,  a  gentleman  whose  law-agent  and 
intimate  friend  ho  was,  lieing  in  his  house  at  Tranent — a  small  town  about  ten  miles 
from  Edinburgh — was  awoke  while  asleep  in  bed  there  with  his  wife,  by  the  nurse,  who 
was  affrighted  by  something  like  a  cloud  moving  about  the  room.  While  the  gentleman 
got  hold  of  his  sword  to  defend  himself  and  them  against  this  unwonted  visitor,  the  cloud 
gradually  assumed  the  form  of  a  man.  "  At  last  the  apparition  looked  him  fully  and 
perfectly  in  the  face,  and  stood  by  him  with  a  ghostly  and  jiale  countenance."  The  gentle- 
man recognised  his  friend  Thomas  Coltheart,  and  demanded  of  him  if  he  was  dead,  and 
what  was  his  errand  ?     Whereat  the  ghost  held  up  his  hand  three  times,  shaking  it  towards 
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liini,  and  vniiUhoil.  lit)  ■nxe  unil  |iri)fee(l«il  lininciliiitt'ly  to  KiliiilmrKh,  to  iii(|iiir«  into 
(III*  itrniiKi'  iic'ciirn'ticit,  hihI  nrriviii;(  nt  lli«  liiiiii>«  in  Mury  KiriK*'*  ('limu,  foiind  tho  widow 
in  tcnr*  tor  tin*  di'iilh  of  tlio  JiiiNlmiul  w)iimn  ii|i|iarilioti  Ii4>  Imd  n'cii.  Ttiio  ni'coiint,  wu  nrit 
loltl,  wim  ri'liiti'tj  liy  tlut  tiiiiiiiili'r,  who  wii«  in  ilic  Iioiiko  on  Ihi*  occiKion,  to  tlii<  Diikii  of 
I.iiiiili'rilnic,  ill  iIh'  |iri'io<iii'i'  of  tniktiy  imlilfa,  mid  ii«  nllop'tlicr  nt  crt'diliji'  iiinl  wi'l!-iiiilhen> 
tii'itti'd  II  ((iioHt  Rlory  lu  till!  lovcri*  of  ilii>  nuirvi'lloii*  nuilil  ili'«irn,  Tliu  lioii><i>,  nrtcr  l)t>in;( 
ili'xcrti'd  lor  Ik  wliilc,  WHO  iixiiiii  Atti-iii|iti'i|  to  lie  iiilinliitt'd  liy  ii  iiiinUdriiikiiiK  nnd  coiiraKcoiu 
old  iK'iiiiiotjcr  nnd  liiit  wilt*!  Imt  lowiirdit  initlniKlit  tin*  cnnillu  \w/i,A\\  to  liiirn  Idiio,  tlu)  liuad 
AKuin  iniidu  iti«  n|i|ii'iirnii('i<,  Imt  in  intirli  iiioru  liorrilili>  form,  nnd  tliu  tcrrilltid  coiiplo  nioilo 
»  |iri'c'i|iituti>  ri'ti'i'iit,  rt'Ni^fiiiiiK  their  dwi'lliiiK  without  diMpiitu  to  tliii«  prior  tvnniit. 

Hovcral  nncii'iit  ullcyN  nnd  •  inni<r«  of  old  nnd  niootly  ruiiioiu  ImihlinK*  wuro  di'tnoliithud 
io  1763  in  iiri'purinK  thu  nitv  for  tliu  Itoyal  Kxi'hanK^,  vuriotm  iiciil|itiirt>ii  vtoncD  Ixitonj;- 
in^  to  which  wcro  liiiilt  into  tho  curioiiK  tower  I'ri'ctt'd  liy  Wultur  Uom,  Ki*(|,,  nt  the  Dunn, 
nnd  iiopulnrly  known  liy  tho  nnnii'  of"  ItoHit'ii  Folly."  Hovcrnl  of  tlieno  wt-ri'  Nrnttvrcd 
nliunt  tho  ^'iiriU'ii  K''*'»»d<i  ImiIow  the  CiiNtlu  rock,  fxhiliitiiiK  coimidcrulilo  variety  of  cnrvinK. 
Another  richly  cnrvod  Ntonc,  coiiNiiitinK  of  it  decorated  o)(eii  nrcli  with  crocqiivti  nnd  Hniul, 
iiirinoiinted  liy  idiieldit,  whh  liiiilt  into  n  modern  erection  nt  the  foot  of  ('rni)('M  (IIomc,  nnd 
ncnrly  correN|ioniled  with  onu  which  Htood  in  u  mure  diln|iidated  Ktntc  in  tlii>  I'riiicen  Mtreut 
(iiirdenit,  tending  to  ihow  the  ini|Mirtnnt  chnrneter  of  the  buildinjfii  that  formerly  ncriipiod 
thiM  Kite.  Among  tliime  in  tho  gnnlenii  there  wax  n  lintel,  hearing  tho  Somcrvillu  armN, 
nnd  the  dalu  lOoN,  with  an  inncription,  and  the  iiiitinU  I ,  H .,  poHiiibly  tliime  ofiFamcii, 
tenth  Lord  Soincrvillo;  hut  tliiit  wnn  diNcovvred  in  clearing  out  tho  lied  of  tliu  North 
Loch. 

Tho  old  Innd  nt  the  hcnd  of  Crnig'*  Cloite,  iVontiiig  thonmin  street,  clniinM  itpccial  notice, 
aa  occupying  tho  lito  of  Andrew  Hurt  tho  famoim  old  printer'*  "  lieicli  biiith,  lyand 
within  tho  foir  tenement  of  land  npono  the  north  Hyd  of  tho  Hie  Htreit,"'  nnd  which,  liy 
a  ciiriouH  coincidence,  licenme  nfter  tho  lapno  of  two  cenluricH  tho  residence  of  tho  colo- 
brntcd  bibliopolint,  I'rovimt  Creech,  nnd  the  scene  of  his  famed  tnorniiig  levees;  nnd  more 
recently  the  dwelling  of  Mr  Archibald  CotiHtnlile,  from  whose  establishment  so  many  of  the 
highest  [irodiictions  of  Scottish  literature  enmnnlcd. 

Tho  printing-house  of  the  old  typogrnpher  still  stands  n  little  wny  down  the  close,  on 
the  enst  side.  It  is  n  |iicturesquo  and  Miibstnnlinl  stone  tenement,  with  large  nnd  neatly 
moulded  windows,  retaining  traces  of  the  mullions  thnt  nncicntiy  divided  them,  nnd  the 
lower  crowstop  of  the  north  gable  bears  n  shield  ndorncd  with  the  Sinelnir  nrms.  Hand- 
some stone  corlad-i  jiroject  from  tho  severnl  floors,  whereon  have  formerly  rested  the  nntiqiie 
timber  projections  referred  by  Mnitlaud  to  the  reign  of  James  IV.  Over  an  ancient  door- 
wny,  now  built  up,  is  seulptiiied  this  motto,  MY  •  HOll'  •  18  ■  (JIIUY8T  •  with  tho  initials 
A  •  8  •  and  M  •  K  •,  u  curious  device  contnining  tho  letter  8  entwined  with  n  cross,  nnd 
tho  date  l/JOlt.  An  interesting  relic  belonging  to  this  land,  ]ireserved  in  the  museum 
of  tho  Society  of  Anticpiaries,  is  thus  described  in  the  list  of  donations  for  18-8 :  "  A 
very  perfect  ancient  Scottish  spear,  nearly  fifteen  feet  long,  which  has  been  preserved 
from  time  immemorial,  within  the  old  printing  otlice  in  (,'ruig's  L'loso,  supposed  to  hnvc 
been  the  workshop  of  the  celebrated  printer,  Audro  Hart."     In  the  memorable  tumult  on 

■  Anilrtw  Hsrt't  will.— Banu.  Uiu.  vul.  ii.  p.  247. 
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llio  I7lh  I)«c«nilN<r  iniXI,  nln'iwljr  il>>«i'rilM*il,  wlii«n  thi«  kiiiK  wm  Ihi^IkkinI  in  lh«  Tilhoolh 
b)r  th«  •loiivil  riiiMii*,  AmlrDW  Hurt  in  ■|H<fiiilly  nii*ntiiiiii<i|  m  •hi*  of  th«  vpry  fiiriim<i«t  in 
th*  riaintr  tliitt  |ir<Hliii'i'<|  rucIi  tiirmr  Mriil  inilitriintJDn  in  Kiiitf  •Unii'«'«  iniml  i  in  lo  inucli 
■o,  thnt  III'  wiw  mNin  nficr  wnnii'il  ui  ilii<  Ciiaijii  ni*  Kilinlinruli,  nt  In*  Mi\j<'«(y'*  in«liini'i<,  it* 
on*  of  Ihti  rhii'f  unthora  of  "thnt  *i<<iiliiiu«  iiirrinif  ii|>  anil  niovinK  of  tlm  tri<ii*iinnl>la 
liiiniilt  Ami  ii|iriinri<  ilmt  wim  In  lln'  luirttli."'  ^Vi<  i-nn  ruiicy  llix  iliinly  iil<l  prititxr  ■iillyiiix 
out  frnni  ilirt  I'limi*,  nt  ilio  t-ry  i<t  "  Armmir'  itrmmir  '"  limilily  urnii'il  witli  lii*  \»ug  »\»'M 

■nJ  Jnck,  nnil  joining  tin*  exiitfil  litir)(ti«r<,  dntt  niii«t(ir«tt|  fnmi  Kwry  I tli  itml  itlli<y  to 

liiy  lii'Ko  to  till*  iitl'riKlili'il  nioniinli  in  tlu)  TullNMitli,  ur  tu  liul|>  "  thu  worthy  IK'itfoti  \V»tt," 
in  fri'i'lntf  liini  from  liii  i)fiii>lili>  iliirniiiv. 

Tliv  lioiim'  wliii'h  ititniU  U'twi'i'ii  tin*  fori<  iinij  liack  IiiihU  of  tlii<  fikmi<ii  ty|iot(m|ih<>r,  wi« 
crli'lirati'ii  ilnriiiK  tlm  IunI  i'i>ntiiry  iw  niio  of  llii<  Im'*!  I'ri'i|iii'nti'il  titvi'rn*  in  llu>  nclKliliour- 
liooil  of  tliu  CnMii,  mill  u  tuviiuriii'  rrnort  iir«iinii<  ni'tlii'  nio«t  noii'ij  »{'  tlii<  i'IuIm,  \>y  nioant 
of  whii'li  tliu  citisvii*  of  that  |ieriiiil  wi>ru  wont  to  nci-k  ri'lnxnt iuti  itnil  ittnii'i'niunt.  Foru- 
ino«t  itiiiiiii)(  tlu>iio  will*  tlii>  ('n|ii>  ('lull,  ri'li'liruli'ij  in  FiTKUxoii'it  ihu'iu  of  Aulil  Iti'i'kii*. 
Thu  urcno  of  nii'i'titiK  for  a  roiinidiTaliU-  |ii'riii<l,  wlii'ru  ('a|ii>  Itull  wax  nightly  inaiiKiirati'il, 
WM  in  Janii'M  Mann'H,  nt  tlm  inli'  of  Man  Arniit,  ('rait;'*  (.'Iimo.  TIiitd  u  |ii'r|iotnnl  //lyA 
JinAt  wnii  ki'pt  up,  liy  each  inonilH>r  roi'i-iviii^  on  hi*  I'liu'tion  n  pi'riiliar  iinniu  ami  rhur- 
actvr  which  lui  witu  I'vi'r  aftorwanU  I'Xpi'rti'il  to  ninintiiin.  Thii  fcaturu,  howoviir,  wnn  liy 
no  nicnni  I'onllni'il  to  tho  Capo  I'liil),  l>nt  fornu'ij  ono  of  Iho  pociiUuritioii  of  nvarly  nil  thu 
cunvivial  iiu>i>lin);<4  of  tlu>  cnpital,  no  that  n  iilii;lit  iiki'trli  of  "tin  Knit(hti«  of  the  Capn  " 
will  Niitlii'u  for  a  ),'i>oil  naiiiplo  of  tiu'Mo  oKI  KilinlnirKh  Korial  iiiiinnii,  Thu  <<*lnh  nppcnri 
fi'oni  itH  niinutuM  to  havu  ht'cn  duly  cotiiitiliili'il,  ninl  llio  inoiK'  of  proci'iliiri'  Hiiully  lixi>il,  in 
tlio  year  1704  ;  it  hail  howuvor  I'xiiiti'il  lon)(  hoforr,  ami  iho  nanu>  ami  |H>fuliitr  form*  which 
it  then  uiloplcd  wuro  dcrivud  fruni  thu  chitractunt  provioiMly  nuitiitni'il  liy  iln  lundiii); 
meniliurn.''  Itn  peculiar  iniii)(nia  were — IkI,  a  cape,  or  crown,  which  wan  worn  hy  thu 
Horircii/n  of  thii  Ca/te  on  Htate  ocuaMioiiH,  and  which,  in  thu  palmy  dayM  of  the  Cluh,  itH 
cnthuHinMtic  duvoteen  adorned  with  ^old  and  jeweU ;  and,  «'d,  two  nmceii  in  thu  form  of 
huge  iteel  pokerit,  which  formed  the  Mword  and  Hceplru  of  lii^  Mitjeiity  in  Cajtu  llnll. 
TheMO,  with  other  rclicn  of  thii*  jovial  frntcrnity,  nro  now  appropriately  hung  in  tho  lobby 
of  the  Hucietieit  of  Aiitii|uarie4, 

Thu  lirst  Sovereign  of  the  order  after  itM  flnnl  cnniititution  wan  Tliomaa  Lancnthiro,  tho 
once  celebrated  comedian,  on  whom  Fergniion  wrote  the  following  epitaph  :  — 

AUa !  piKir  Tiiiii,  how  oft,  with  iiinrry  li»rt, 
ll:iVH  wn  >ii*hi-l<l  thtti)  plAjr  thti  N«itoii'«  purt  t 
Kii«-'h  merry  lit'iirt  niu«t  now  hn  Krinvotl  to  11*0 
Tli«  ai-itoii'a  ilreiiry  purt  parforinxl  on  (ha*. 

The  comedian  rejoiced  in  the  title  of  Sir  dijn',  and  in  right  of  hi«  sovereignty  gave  name 
to  tho  Club,  while  the  title  of  Sir  I'o/trr,  which  pertaincil  to  itn  oldeit  member,  JamcH 
Aitken,  *ugj(CHted  the  inxignia  of  royalty.  Ti>ni  LnncaKhiro  wiw  Hucceeded  on  the  throne 
by  David  Herd,  the  well-known  editor  of  what  Scott  calU  the  first  clasiic  edition  of  Scottish 
gongs,  whose  knightly  Houbriquot  was  .Sir  Scrape.     Iliu  secretary  wan  Jacob  More,  tho 

<  Calil<-rwo(Hl'a  lllat.  vol.  v.  pp.  Sl'i,  MO,  S.1,1. 

*  A  ilitrvront  acrrmiit  of  thu  Kiiighta  of  thu  (.'.t|>«  Iim  liei'ii  piiLliahml,  hut  tha  |{»n«ral  accuracy  nf  tho  teit  may  h« 
relietl  ujiun,  being  ilerivatl  fruiii  tho  luiuuto  hooka  of  tliu  C'hib, 
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wvll-kiiown  Un>U<'*|Mi  |MiintKr,'  itml  nmonif  liU  •iilijoi't*  nmy  Im  mnnlloneil  lh«  NlnbrKlml 
lllitori«iil  |Miinii>r,  Aliunmlfr  llunrinian,  Sir  HrimttoM;  ItolMtrt  IVrKninii,  Iha  |km(,  iIuIiIwiI 
Sir  I'r^i^nliir,  iimat  |ir>>l>iil>l)r  iViirii  hi«  Dim  tiiii«i<'iil  viil<i<i  Onviii  WtUoii,  ill*  poflir*! 
•hotftniiki'r,  who  |iiilili«lii'il  n  I'lilli'itiini  of  iimatuiii'  loni;*  in  I7MN,  wlii)«i>  rlub  tilln  wm  Sir 
Miu'cttroHt ,  WmIIit  Williiiiiiaori  of  ('Anlrnnii,  K4<|.,  •  thornuKli  iiMcinitn  of  th«  ri)U|{li  A»«i 
nr>i/i/  liiircl  iif  ilm  liial.  ni{i<  i  Walter  Idxa,  llin  Miitii|iiitry  ;  Nir  lli'rirjr  niu>liiirri,  wlio  hail 
•Iri'iiily  lii'i'ti  (IiiIiImmI  a  kniulit  iiihIit  tlii>  titln  itf  Sir  'I'nhif,  i>r«  0>'ori{ii  IV,  |{nvii  liiiii  llint  of 
Hir  llciiry  i  wirli  n  Inid  of  olIiKr  kiii|{tit*  nt yitvtil  himI  littln  rnriowri,  of  whom  wo  «hall  out/ 
■liri'ify  .Sir  l./iii^il,  n«  tlii>  tiotoriiMK  WilllHrit  llr<Nliii  wiu  >tyli>i|,  Notiiit  iiiKvnitiiM  tiicinilMr 
Im*  ilrnwri  on  iIik  iimrKiii  of  tint  tiiiimtt'*  of  liiit  floctioii,  April  Vt\\,  177:1,  «  rKiiroonUtion 
of  Ma  Uat  |iiil)lii'  n|i|i<'Hriiiii'i>,  on  tlio  n«<w  drop  of  hi*  own  invrntion,  *oni«  iifl««n  yrara 
UUr.  Thu  olil  liooka  of  tliii  ('lull  nltoiitnl  with  iiirh  |H<ni'illt>i|  illiutrallon*  anil  conininn* 
tariat,  in  whii'h  tlii<  fri>i<  touch  of  Itunriniaii  luajr  (N'('a«ionnlly  Im  Irnctul,  among  rittUr 
•k«ti'h««  of  loa*  iiractiivil  lianiln. 

Till)  followinif  WN«  till)  ('■tNlilialu'll  form  of  in«U((uratlon  of  a  KniKht  of  tha  Ca|i«.  Tlia 
noviri',  on  nmkihK  hi*  n|i|i<'iiriini'(<  in  ('ii|i<t  llull,  wu«  Icil  up  to  lhi>  Hovi>ri'ii{n  l>y  two  kniKhtljr 
■pon«ur«,  ami  linvinK  mmli'  hit  olH>iauncM>,  wim  r>'<|iiiruti  to  K^Mp  thu  lar/u  pokor  with  hi*  left 
hand,  and,  laying  lu«  riKht  Imml  on  hi«  hri'iMl,  tho  oath  lU  JiiUli  waK  ailniiniiti>rnd  to  him 
bjr  thu  Huverttigu— Ihu  knight*  proiont  all  utiimlinK  uncuwrud— iu  tlw  following  wurda  i — 

I  awMr  ila«'Hitl/  lijr  thl<  lliihl, 
Tn  Im  *  triia  tii.l  f^Uhrul  Kiii||lif, 
With  All  iiijr  imIkIiH, 
Uutli  iliiy  anil  ni||lit, 

H<i  lial|i  nia  Pukar  I 

TTttvinpr  then  rovrrfntlalljr  IcIukci!  tlui  InrKor  pokiir,  and  rontlniiinpf  to  fljraip  it,  the  flovprcign 
rai«cd  the  nmallfr  pokiT  with  both  hi*  royid  \U^^,  and,  iiimin;;  throo  «iiCM<itiivo  hlow*  at  tha 
novice'*  hi'ad,  hv  pronoiincvd,  with  each,  onu  of  thu  initial  lotter*  of  thu  motto  of  the  Club, 
C.  V.  I).,  cxplninin;;  thoir  import  to  be  t'onrorifia  Fnifrum  Ih'oi*.  Tho  knight  cloct 
wa*  thon  rallod  upon  to  ri'i-ount  Nome  ikdvonturu  or  nirapi;  whii'h  had  befallen  him,  f^om 
■omc  leadintf  imident  in  whiiii  thu  Sovereign  Midm'ted  the  title  conferred  on  hiui,  and  whivh 
he  ever  after  Imre  in  Citpe  llitll,  Thii*  deairiptioii  of  thu  mode  of  inauguration  into  that 
knightl/  order  will  explain  thu  allusion*  in  Furguion'i  poem  : — 

But  ohiaf,  O  Cap*  I  wa  orava  tliy  alil, 
Tu  gi't  iiiir  i^iiroa  ami  |i<iiirtltli  laid. 
Riiiuvrity,  ami  ganliia  tnia, 
Of  Kiilglita  liAva  «vi*r  Imoii  iha  Una. 
Mirth,  iniiaii!,  |uirt»r  ilcKprat  iljtail, 
Ara  iiuv»r  Itara  In  wurth  daiiinU  ; 
Anil  haallh,  u*  htppliiaaa  tha  iiuomi, 
Blinlia  liuiinjr,  wi'  har  anilla  aaraiia. 

Tlio  Club,  whodo  honour*  were  thu*  farcfiilly  hu<lj?i'd  in  by  Holemn  ceremonial,  e*tablUhed 
it*  importance  by  deed*  coiDtiMtent  with  it*  lofty  profexMion*,  amonj;  which  may  bo  apcciflcd 
the  (,'ift  by  hi*  Majesty  of  the  Capo  to  his  Majenty  of  Great  liritnin  in  1TT8,  of  a  eoutri- 
butiiin  from  the  Knightu  of  one  hundred  guincu*,  '*  toattxiiit  hi*  Miiji'*ty  in  nii*iiig  troop*." 

>  Ja>!<ib  Mora  waa  a  |iii|ill  i>(  Alniiimlur  Hiini'iman,  lln  want  Id  Uuma  itlumt  177M,  whara  ha  aoiiiiintil  a  high  r»p.ita' 
tioii  aa  a  UnilacHpo  paliitiir.  lln  appliail  hla  art  tu  tha  arruiigeiu«ut  ii(  tha  guilana  u(  tha  I'riuca  Uurghaaa'a  vUlt,  n<utr 
the  Purta  Piiiolana,  with  auch  taato,  h  aioitiHl  tha  higheat  ailiulrktluii  u(  tko  lt*llaua.— /'uk/J, 
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Tlie  entry  money  to  the  Club,  wliich  was  originally  li»lf-a-crowii,  grnilually  rose  to  a  guinea, 
and  it  acemu  to  have  latterly  a8Hunicd  u  very  nriittocrntio  uliaractur.  A  great  regard  for 
economy,  however,  remained  witii  it  to  the  latit.  On  the  lOtii  of  June  1770  it  in  resolved, 
"  that  they  hIihII  at  no  time  take  bad  half-ponco  from  tlio  houHe,  and  aUo  recommend  it  to 
the  house  to  take  none  from  them  I  "  and  one  of  the  last  items  entered  on  their  minutes, 
arises  from  an  intimation  of  the  landlord  that  lie  could  not  afford  them  sujipcrs  under 
sixpence  each,  when  it  is  magnanimously  determined  by  the  Club  in  full  conclave,  "  that 
the  suppers  shall  bo  at  the  old  price  of  four-pence  hull-penny  I  "  Sir  Cape,  the  comedian, 
appears  to  have  eked  out  the  scanty  rewards  of  the  drama,  by  himself  maintaining  a  tavern 
at  the  head  of  the  Cunongate,  which  was  for  some  time  patronised  by  the  Knights  of  the 
Cape,  They  ntlerwards  paid  him  occasional  visits  to  Comedy  Hut,  New  Edinburgh,  a 
house  which  he  opened  Iwyoud  the  precincts  of  the  North  Loch  about  the  year  1770,  and 
there  they  held  their  ninth  Grand  Cape,  as  their  great  festival  was  styled,  on  the  0th  of 
June  of  that  year.'  This  sketch  of  one  of  the  most  famous  convivial  clubs  of  last  century 
will  sutKce  to  give  some  idea  of  the  revels  in  which  grave  councillors  and  senators  were 
wont  to  engage,  when  each  slipt  off  his  professional  formality  along  with  his  three-tailed 
wig  and  black  coat,  and  bent  his  energies  to  the  task  of  such  merry  fooling,  while  his 
example  was  faithfully  copied  by  clerk  and  citizen  of  every  degree.  "  Such,  0  Themis, 
were  anciently  the  sports  of  thy  Scottish  children  1  "  The  same  haunt  of  revelry  and  wit 
witnessed  in  the  year  1785  the  once  celebrated  charlatan,  Dr  Katterfelto,  immortalised  by 
Cowper  in  "  The  Task,"  among  the  quackeries  of  old  London, — 

With  lii«  hair  on  eml. 
At  hia  own  wnndora  wuuileriiig  for  Ilia  brcail  I 

His  advertisement'  sets  forth  his  full  array  of  titles,  as  Professor  of  Experimental  Philo- 
sophy, Lecturer  on  Electricity,  Chemistry,  and  Sleight  of  Hand,  Ac,  and  announces  to  his 
Patrons  and  the  Public,  that  the  Music  begins  at  six  and  the  Lecture  at  seven  o'clock,  at 
Craig's  Close,  High  Street, 

Another  of  the  old  lanes  of  the  High  Street,  which  has  been  an  object  of  special  note 
to  the  local  antiquary  is  Anciior  Close,  Its  fame  is  derived,  in  part,  at  least,  from  the 
famous  corps  of  Crochallnn  Fenciblcs,  celcbrateil  by  Burns  both  in  prose  and  verse — a 
convivial  club,  whose  festive  meetings  were  held  in  Daniel  Douglas's  tavern  at  tlie  head  of 
the  alley.  Burns  was  introduced  to  this  club  in  1787,  wliile  in  Edinburgh  superii.itending 
the  printing  of  his  poems,  when,  according  to  custom,  one  of  the  corps  was  i)itted  against 
the  poet  in  a  contest  of  wit  and  irony.  Burns  bore  the  assault  with  perfect  good  humour, 
and  entered  into  the  full  sjjirit  of  the  meeting,  but  he  afterwards  paid  bis  antagonist  the 
complinicnt  of  acknowledging  that  "  he  had  never  been  so  abominably  thri'shed  in  all  his 
life  !  "  The  name  of  tliis  gallant  corps,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  learned  conji'cture, 
is  the  burden  of  a  Gaelic  song  with  which  tlie  landlord  occasionally  entertained  his  guests.' 
The  Club  was  founded  by  Mr  William  Snicliie,  Autlior  of  the  Pliilosopliy  of  Natural 
History,  and  numbered  among  its  members  the  Honourable  Henry  Erskine,  Lords  Newton 

'  Provincial  Ciipo  Cluba,  deriving  tlioir  authority  ami  ilipluniaa  from  Iho  parent  body,  were  Bucceesively  formed  in 
Glaagow,  Mancheater,  and  Lonilon,  and  in  Cliarleatown,  Sunth  Carolina,  each  of  which  wna  formally  cataldiuhed  in 
virtue  of  a  royal  commiaaion  granted  by  the  Sovereign  of  the  Cape.  The  American  oiT-shoot  of  thia  old  Kdinbu.'gb 
fraternity  ia  said  to  bo  atill  flonriahing  in  the  Southern  Statea. 

»  CaltUonian  iltrcnry,  January  24th,  1788.  "  Ki'rr'a  I.ifo  of  William  Smellie,  vol,  ii.  p.  256. 
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und  Gillies,  with  other  men  eminent  for  lenrning  and  rank.  Mr  Sraellie  may  be  regarded 
UH  in  Rome  degree  the  genius  loci  of  thiti  locality  ;  the  distinguished  printing-iiouHe  which  he 
establighed  is  ntill  occupied  by  Imh  dcHCCudantH,'  and  there  the  most  eminent  literary  men  of 
that  period  vinitcd,  and  superintended  the  printing  of  works  that  have  miide  the  press  of  the 
Scottish  caj)ital  celebrated  throughout  Europe.  There  was  the  haunt  of  Drs  Blair,  Beattie, 
Black,  Robertson,  Adam  Ferguson,  Adam  Smith,  Lords  Monboddo,  Tlailes,  Kanics,  Henry 
Mackenzie,  Arnot,  llume,  and,  foremost  among  the  host,  the  poet  Burns ;  of  whom  some 
interesting  traditions  are  preserved  in  the  office.  The  old  desk  is  still  shown,  at  which  these 
and  other  eminent  men  revised  their  proofs ;  and  the  well  used  desk-stool  is  treasured  as  a 
valuable  heir-loom,  bearing  on  it  an  inscription,  setting  forth,  that  it  is  *'  the  stool  on  which 
Burns  sat  while  correcting  the  proofs  of  his  Poems,  from  December  1780  to  April  1787." 
Not  even  the  famed  Ballantyne  press  can  compete  with  this  venerable  haunt  of  the  Scottish 
literati,  whose  very  "  r/t'vt'/j "  have  consumed  more  valuable  manuscript  in  kindling  the 
office  fires,  tlian  would  make  the  fortunes  of  a  dozen  modern  autogra])h  collectors  1  It  need 
not  surprise  us  to  learn  that  even  the  original  manuscripts  of  Burns  were  invariably 
converted  to  sucli  homely  purposes  ;  the  estimation  of  the  poet  being  very  ditferent  in  1787 
from  what  it  has  since  become.  Of  traditions  of  remote  antiquity,  the  Anchor  Close  has  its 
full  share;  and  the  numerous  inscriptions,  us  well  as  the  general  character  of  the  old 
buildings  tliat  rear  their  tall  and  irregular  fronts  along  its  west  side,  still  attest  its  early 
importance.  Imniediiitcly  on  entering  the  close  from  tiie  High  Street,  the  visitor  discovers 
this  inscription,  tastefully  carved  over  the  first  entrance  within  the  pend:  THE  •  LORD 
•  IS  •  ONLY  "  MY  •  SVl'ORT  • ;  and  high  overhead,  above  one  of  the  windows  facing 
down  the  close,  a  carved  stone  bears  a  shield  with  the  date  1509,  and,  on  its  third  and 
fourth  quarters,  a  pelican  feeding  her  young  with  her  own  blood.  Over  another  doorway  a 
little  further  down  is  this  pious  legend:  0  ■  LORD  •  IN  •  THE  •  IS  •  AL  •  MY  • 
TRAIST  •  Here  was  the  approach  to  Daunie  iJoiit/las'a  tavern,  celebrated  among  the  older 
houses  of  entertainment  in  Edinburgh  as  the  linnnt  of  the  Crochalhin  corps.  It  is  men- 
tioned under  the  name  of  the  Anchor  Tavern  in  a  deed  of  renunciation  by  James  Deans  of 
Woodhouselee,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  his  daughter,  dated  1713,  and  still  earlier  references 
allude  to  its  occupants  as  vintners.  The  portion  of  this  building  which  faces  the  High 
Street,  retains  associations  of  a  ditferent  character,  adding  another  to  the  numerous 
examples  of  the  simpler  notions  of  our  ancestors  who  felt  their  dignity  in  no  way  endangered 
when  "  the  toe  of  the  peasant  came  so  near  the  heal  of  the  courtier."  It  is  styled  in  most 
of  the  title  deeds  *'  Lord  Forglen's  Land,"  so  that  on  one  of  the  stories  of  the  same  building 
that  furnished  accommodation  to  the  old  tavern,  resided  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvic,  Bnrt.,  one 
of  the  Connnissioncrs  of  the  Union,  and  for  many  years  a  senator  of  the  College  of  Justice 
under  the  title  of  Lord  Forglen.  Fountainhall  records  some  curious  notes  of  an  action 
brought  against  him  by  Sir  Alexander  Forbes  of  Tolquhoun,  for  stealing  a  gilded  mazer 
cup '  out  of  his  house,  but  which  was  at  length  accidently  discovered  in  the  hands  of  a 
goldsmith  at  Aberdeen,  to  whom  Sir  Alexander  had  himself  entrusted  it  some  years  before 
to  be  repaired;  and  he  having  forgot,  it  lay  there  unrelieved,  in  security  for  the  goldsmith's 

'  This  printing-offlcK,  togctlipr  with  tho  other  objects  of  iutere>t  here  deacribed  ill  connection  with  Anchor  CloBe, 
wan  taken  down  on  the  construction  of  Cookburn  Street  in  1859, 
'  Mazer  Cup^  a  drinking  cup  of  maple. 
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charge  of  half-a-crown  1  It  flnnlly  cost  its  rash,  and,  b»  it  appears,  vindictire  owner,  a 
penalty  of  10,000  merks,  the  half  only  of  the  flne  at  first  awarded  against  him. 

A  confused  tradition  appears  to  have  existed  at  an  early  period  as  to  Queen  Mary's 
having  occupied  a  part  of  the  ancient  building  within  the  close  at  some  time  or  other. 
The  Crochollan  Fencibles  were  wont  to  date  their  printed  circulars  from  "  Queen  Mary's 
council-room,"  and  the  great  hall  in  which  they  met,  and  in  which  also  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries  long  held  their  anniversary  meetings,  bore  the  name  of  the  Crown.  In  a 
history  of  the  close,  privately  printed  by  Mr  Smellie  in  1843,  it  is  stated  as  a  remarkable 
fact,  that  there  existed  about  forty  years  since  a  niche  in  the  wall  of  this  room,  where 
Mary's  crown  was  said  to  be  deposited  when  she  sat  in  council  I  We  shrewdly  suspect 
the  whole  tradition  hod  its  origin  in  the  Crochallan  Mint.  The  building  has  still  the 
appearance  of  iiaving  been  a  mansion  of  note  in  earlier  times;  in  addition  to  the  inscriptions 
already  mentioned,  which  are  beautifully  cut  in  ornamental  lettering,  it  is  decorated  with 
such  irregular  bold  string-courses  as  form  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  most  ancient  private 
buildings  in  Edinburgli,  and  four  large  and  neatly  moulded  windows  are  placed  so  close 
together,  two  on  each  floor,  os  to  convey  the  idea  of  one  lofty  window  divided  by  a  narrow 
mullion  and  transom.  In  the  interior,  also,  decayed  pannclling,  and  mutilated,  yet  hand- 
some oak  balustrades  still  attest  the  former  dignity  of  the  place. 

Over  a  doorway  still  lower  down  the  close,  where  the  Bill  Chamber  was  during  the 
greater  part  of  last  century,  the  initials  and  dute  W'B  *  C-M  *  1016,  are  cut  in  large 
letters ;  ond  the  house  immediately  below  contains  the  only  instance  we  have  met  with  in 
Edinburgh,  of  a  carved  inscription  over  an  interior  doorway.  It  occurs  above  the  entrance 
to  a  small  inner  room  in  the  sunk  floor  of  the  house ;  but  the  wall  rises  above  the  roof, 
and  is  finished  with  crow-steps,  so  that  the  portion  now  enclosing  it  appears  to  be  a  later 
addition.  The  following  is  the  concise  motto,  which  seems  to  suggest  that  its  original 
purpose  was  more  dignified  than  its  straitened  dimensions  might  seem  to  imply : — 

W  .  F.  ANGVSTA  .  AD  .  VSVM  .  AVGSVTA  .  B  .  G  . 


Tlie  initials  ore  those  of  William  Fowler,  merchont  burgess ;  the  father,  in  all  probability, 
of  William  Fowler,  the  poet,  who  was  secretary  to  Queen  Anne  of  Denmark,  and  whose 
sister  was  the  mother  of  Drummond  of  Hawthorndcn.*  At  a  later  period  this  mansion 
formed  the  residence  of  Sir  George  Drummond,  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  years 
1683  and  1684,  and  probably  a  descendant  of  the  original  owner,  in  whose  time  the  lower 
ground  appears  to  have  been  all  laid  out  in  gardens,  sloping  down  to  the  North  Loch,  and 
adorned  with  a  summer-house,  afterwards  jiossessed  by  Lord  Forglen.  We  are  disposed  to 
smile  ot  the  aristocratic  retreats  of  titled  and  civic  dignitaries  down  these  old  closes,  now 
altogether  abandoned  to  squalid  poverty ;  yet  many  of  them,  like  this,  were  undoubtedly 
provided  with  beautiful  gardens  and  pleasure  grounds,  the  charms  of  which  would  be 
enhanced  by  their  unpromising  and  straitened  acccfis.  ■ 


•  There  ii  reaaon  for  believing  that  the  elder  William  Fowler,  born  in  lS31,waa  aluo  a  poet  (vide  Archicol.  Scot, 
vol.  It.  p.  71),  80  that  the  burgesa  referred  to  in  the  text  is  probably  the  author  of  "  The  Triumph  of  Death,"  and  other 
poems,  referred  to  among  the  original  Drummond  MSS.  in  the  library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  in  a 
fragment  dated,  "  From  my  house  in  Kdr.  the  9.  of  Jan.  1590."  The  initials  B.  0.,  which  are,  no  doubt,  thoae  of  his 
nife,  may  yet  serve  tu  identify  him  as  the  owner  of  the  old  tenement  in  Anchor  Close. 
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Not  far  from  tbi«,  on  the  west  Ride  of  the  Old  Stamp  Office  Close,  stood  a  large,  old- 
fashioned  mansion,  which  formed  above  a  century  ago  the  residence  of  Alexander,  ninth 
Earl  of  Eglinton,  and  his  lovely  Countess  Susannah  Kennedy — reputed  the  handsomest 
woman  of  her  time — to  whom  the  Gentle  Shepherd  is  dedicated,  both  in  Ramsay's  most 
fluent  prose,  and  in  some  of  Hamilton  of  Biuigour's  flattering  strains.  She  was  brought 
to  Edinburgh  just  about  the  time  of  the  Union  by  her  father.  Sir  Archibald  Kennedy  of 
Colzean — a  rough  old  cavalier,  who  had  borne  a  part  in  the  best  and  worst  achievements 
of  Claverhouse — nnd  her  beauty  speedily  weaned  the  keenest  devotees  of  politics  from  its 
engrossing  attractions.  The  Earl  of  Eglinton  was  already  provided  with  a  Countess,  whose 
protracted  ill  health  had  made  him  hopeless  of  an  heir;  and  just  when  he  had  been  smitten 
with  the  universal  admiration  of  the  lovely  Susannah,  and  had  exhibited  some  very  unequi- 
vocal symptoms  of  the  pangs  of  a  despairing  lover,  liis  own  Countess  died,  and  the  forlorn 
widower  "  bore  off  the  belle,"  to  the  infinite  chagrin  of  many  younger,  but  less  attractive 
wooers.'  The  Countess  was  somewhat  of  n  blue-stocking,  and  the  most  conspicuous  patroness 
of  the  Scottish  muses  in  her  day.  Her  name  appears  on  other  dedication  pages  besides  the 
honourable  one  of  the  Qentle  Shepherd.  Ramsay  dedicated  to  her  the  music  of  his  first 
Book  of  Songs — a  little  work  now  very  rare — and  at  a  later  period  he  presented  to  her  the 
original  mi  ript  of  his  great  pastoral  poem,  which  she  afterwards  parted  with  to  James 
Boswell.  I'  I  V  preserved  in  the  library  at  Auchinlecl:,  along  with  the  presentation 
letter  of  t.i- 

Euphenui.,  or  Lady  Eifie,  as  she  was  more  generally  called,  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  by 
his  first  Countess,  was  married  to  the  celebrated  "  Union  Lockhart,"  and  proved  an  able 
auxiliary  to  him  in  many  of  his  secret  intrigues  on  behalf  of  the  exiled  Stuarts.  When 
not  engogcd  in  attending  ])arliament,  he  resided  chiefly  at  his  country  seat  of  Dryden,  while 
Lady  Efiic  paid  frequent  visits  to  Edinburgh,  disguised  in  male  attire.  She  used  to  frequent 
the  cofiee-houses  and  other  places  of  public  resort,  and  joining  freely  in  conversation  with 
the  Whig  partizans,  she  often  obtained  important  information  for  her  husband.  It  clianced 
on  one  occasion,  that  Mr  Forbes,  a  zealous  Whig,  but  a  man  of  profligate  habits,  had  got 
hold  of  sonic  important  private  ])aper8,  implicating  Lockhart,  and  which  he  had  engaged 
to  forward  to  Government.  Lady  Euphemia  Lockhart  dressed  her  two  sons — who  were 
fair  and  somewhat  eficminate  looking,  though  handsome  youths, — in  negligee,  fardiugale, 
and  masks ;  with  patches,  jewels,  and  all  the  finery  of  accomplished  jourtczans.  Tiius 
equipped,  they  sallied  out  to  the  Cross,  and,  watching  for  the  Whig  gallant,  they  speedily 
attracted  his  notice,  and  so  won  on  him  by  their  attentions  that  he  was  induced  to  accom- 
pany them  to  a  neighbouring  tavern,  where  the  pseudo  fair  ones  fairly  drank  him  below 
the  tabic,  and  then  rifled  him  of  the  dangerous  papers.  This  anecdote,  which  we  have 
obtoined  from  a  grand-nephew  of  Lady  Lockhart,  furnishes,  we  think,  a  more  graphic 
picture  of  the  manners  and  notions  of  the  age  of  Queen  Anne  than  any  incident  we  have 
met  with. 


>  Sir  John  Clerk,  Bart.,  aa  we  b&vs  b«en  tuld  by  a  deacendant  of  tlie  Earl  o(  Eglinton— after  much  coquetting  and 
Teraifying,  had  actually  made  a  declaration  of  hia  paaaiou,  which  the  father,  at  leaat,  had  ao  far  under  oonaideistion  aa 
to  cuuault  the  Eorl  thereupon.  Hia  reply  waa— "  Bide  awee,  Sir  Archie,  my  wife 'a  very  aickly !  "  %  bint  aufflcient  to 
aettle  the  ho|i«a  of  the  Baronet  of  Pennycuik.  Sir  J.  Clerk  waa  the  author  of  the  fine  Scottiah  aong, — "  Oh  merry  may 
the  maid  be  that  marriea  wi'  the  miller,"  with  the  exception  of  the  firat  verae,  wbiub  ia  ancient.  The  Earl  waa  littlr 
more  than  forty  when  he  married  thia,  hia  third  Counteaa, 
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The  mantion  of  tlic  Enrl  in  tlio  Old  Stnmp  OfHco  CIdio  wm  celebrated  at  a  subsequent 
period  aa  Fortune's  tavern,  a  favourite  resort  of  men  of  rank  and  fashion,  while  yet  some  of 
the  nobles  of  Scotland  dwelt  in  its  old  capital.  At  a  still  Inter  periiKl,  it  was  the  scene  of 
the  annual  festivities  during  thn  sittings  of  the  Ocneral  Assembly  of  the  Kirk,  towards  the 
close  of  last  century.  The  old  Earl  of  Lovcn,  who  was  for  many  years  the  representative 
of  majesty  at  the  High  Court  of  the  Church,  annually  took  up  his  abode  at  this  fashionable 
tavern,  and  received  in  state  the  courtiers  who  crowded  to  his  splendid  levees.'  Still  more 
strangely  does  it  contrast  with  modern  notions,  to  learn  that  the  celebrated  Henry  Dundas, 
first  Viscount  Melville,  began  practice  as  an  advocate  while  residing  on  the  third  flat  of  the 
old  land  a  little  further  down  the  street,  at  the  head  of  the  Flesh  Market  Close,  and  con- 
tinued to  occupy  his  exalted  dwelling  for  a  considerable  time.  Below  this  close,  we  again 
come  to  works  of  more  modern  date.  Milne  Square,  which  bears  the  date  1080,  exhibits 
one  of  the  Old  Town  improvements  before  its  contented  citizens  dreamt  of  bursting  their 
ancient  fetters,  and  rearing  a  new  city  beyond  the  banks  of  the  North  I^och.  To  the 
east  of  this,  the  first  step  in  that  great  undertaking  demolished  some  of  the  old  lanes 
of  the  High  Street,  and  among  the  rest  the  Cap  and  Feather  Close,  a  short  alley  which 
dtood  immediately  above  Halkerston's  Wynd.  Tiie  lands  that  formed  the  cast  side  of  this 
close  still  remain  in  North  Bridge  Street,  presenting  doubtless,  to  the  eye  of  every  tasteful 
reformer,  offensive  blemishes  in  the  modern  thoroughfare ;  yet  this  unpicturesquo  locality 
has  peculiar  claims  on  the  interest  of  every  lover  of  Scottish  poetry,  for  here,  on  the  5th 
of  September  1750,  the  gifted  child  of  genius,  Robert  Ferguson,  was  born.  The  precise 
site  of  his  father's  dwelling  is  unknown,  but  now  tiiat  it  has  been  transformed  by  the  indis- 
criminating  hands  of  modern  improvers,  this  description  may  suffice  to  suggest  to  some  as 
they  pass  along  that  crowded  thoroughfare  such  thoughts  as  the  dwellers  in  cities  are  most 
careless  to  encourage.' 

Availing  ourselves  of  the  subdivision  of  the  present  subject,  effected  by  the  improve- 
ments to  which  we  have  adverted,  we  shall  retrace  our  steps,  and  glance  at  such  associations 
with  the  olden  time  as  may  still  be  gathered  from  the  scene  of  the  desolating  fires  that 
swept  away  nearly  every  ancient  feature  on  the  south  side  of  the  High  Street.  Within 
the  last  few  years,  the  sole  survivor  of  all  the  antique  buildings  that  once  reared  their 
picturesque  and  lofty  fronts  between  the  Luwnmarket  and  Niddry's  Wynd  has  been  demo- 
lished, to  make  way  for  the  new  Police  Office.  It  had  strangely  withstood  the  terrible 
conflagration  that  raged  around  it  in  1824,  and,  with  the  curious  propensity  that  still  pre- 
vails in  Edinburgh  for  inventing  suggestive  and  appropriate  names,  it  was  latterly  univer- 
sally known  as  "  the  Salamander  Laud."  '  Tlirougli  this  a  large  archway  led  into  the  Old 
Fish  Market  Close,  on  the  west  side  of  which,  previous  to  the  Great  Fire,  the  huge  pile 
of  buildings  in  the  Parliament  Close  reared  its  southern  front  high  over  all  the  neigh- 

'  In  1812  an  unwonted  apectacle  wm  exhibitwl  at  the  head  of  the  Olil  Stamp  Office  CK>8e,  in  the  execution  of  three 
young  lada  there,  as  the  leaden  in  a  riot  that  took  place  on  New  Year'a  Day  of  tliat  year,  in  which  several  citizena  were 
killed  and  numerous  robberies  committed.  Tlie  judges  fixed  upon  this  sjiot,  as  having  been  the  scene  uf  the  chief  blood. 
shed  that  had  occurred,  in  order  to  mark  more  impreaiivcly  the  detestation  of  their  crimes.  A  small  work  was  pub- 
lished by  the  Uev.  W.  Xnnes,  entitled  "  Notes  of  Conversations  '*  with  the  criminals. 

'  In  Edgar's  map,  the  close  is  shown  extending  no  farther  than  in  a  line  with  Milne's  Court,  so  that  the  whole  of  the 
Mst  side  still  remains,  including,  it  may  be,  the  poet's  birthplace, 

'  We  have  been  told  that  this  land  was  said  to  have  been  the  residence  of  Defoe  while  in  Edinburgh  ;  the  tradition, 
however,  is  entirely  unsupported  by  other  testimony. 
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bouring  buildiogi  with  a  mi^eitio  sud  imimiting  effect,  of  which  the  north  (Vont  of  Jame**i 
Court — the  only  private  building  tiint  resembles  it — conveys  only  a  very  partial  idea. 
Within  the  Fishmarket  Close  was  the  mansion  of  Qcorgo  Hcriut,  the  royal  goldsmith  of 
James  YJ. ; '  where  more  recently  rcHided  the  elder  Lord  President  Dundas,  father  of 
Lord  Melville,  a  thorough  ton  vivant  of  the  old  claret-drinking  school  of  lawyers.'  There 
also,  for  successive  gcncrntions,  dwelt  another  dignitary  of  the  College  of  Justice,  the 
grim  executioner  of  the  law's  last  sentence — happily  a  less  indispensable  legal  function- 
ary than  in  former  days.  The  last  occupant,  of  the  hangman's  house  annually  drew  "  the 
dempster's  fee  "  at  the  Royal  Bank,  and  eked  out  his  slender  profcsitional  income  by 
cobbling  such  shoes  as  his  least  superstitious  neighbours  cared  to  trust  in  his  hands, 
doubtless,  with  many  a  sorrowful  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers,  and  "  the 
good  old  times  "  that  are  gone  by.*  The  house  has  been  recently  rebuilt,  but,  as  might 
be  expected,  it  is  still  haunted  by  numerous  restless  ghosts,  and  will  run  considerable 
risk  of  remaining  tenantless  should  itx  official  occupant,  in  these  hard  times,  find  his 
occupation  gone.* 

Borthwick's  Close,  which  stands  to  the  east,  ii*  expressly  mentioned  in  Nisbet'a 
Heraldry  *  as  having  belonged  to  the  Lords  Burthwick,  and  in  the  boundaries  of  a  house 
in  the  n^oining  cloite,  the  pro|)erty  about  the  middle  of  the  east  side  is  described  as  the 
Lord  Napier's  ;  but  the  whole  alley  is  now  entirely  modernised,  and  destitute  of  attractions 
either  for  the  artist  or  antiquary.  On  the  ground,  however,  that  intervenes  betweeu  this 
and  the  Assembly  Close,  one  of  the  new  Heriot  schools  has  been  built,  and  occupies  a  site 
of  peculiar  interest.  There  stood,  until  its  demolition  by  the  Qreat  Fire  of  1824,  the  old 
Assembly  Rooms  of  Edinburgh,  whither  the  directors  of  fashion  removed  their  "  General 
Assembly,"  about  the  year  1720,*  from  the  scene  of  its  earlier  revels  in  the  West  Bow. 
There  it  was  that  Goldsmith  witnessed  for  the  iirst  time  the  formalities  of  an  old  Scottish 
ball,  during  his  residence  in  Edinburgh  in  1753.  The  light-hearted  young  Irishman  has 
left  an  amusing  account  of  the  ostonishmeut  with  which,  "  on  entering  the  dancing-hall, 
he  sees  one  end  of  the  room  taken  up  with  the  ladies,  who  sit  dismally  in  a  group  by  them- 
selves ;  on  the  other  end  stand  their  pensive  partners  that  are  to  be,  but  no  more  inter- 
course between  the  sexes  than  between  two  countries  nt  war.  The  lodies,  indeed,  may 
ogle,  and  the  gentlemen  sigh,  but  an  embargo  is  laid  upon  any  closer  commerce  I  "  Only 
three  years  after  the  scene  witnessed  by  the  poet,  these  grave  and  decorous  revels  were 
removed  to  more  commodious  rooms  in  Bell's  Wynd,  where  they  continued  to  be  held  till 
the  erection  of  the  new  hall  in  George  Street.  Much  older  associations,  however,  pertain 
to  this  interesting  locality,  for,  on  the  site  occupied  by  the  old  Assembly  Rooms,  there 
formerly  stood  the  town  mansion  of  Lord  Durie,  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  1642, 
and  the  hero  of  the  merry  ballad  of  "  Christie's  Will."  The  Earl  of  Traquair,  it  appears, 
had  a  lawsuit  pending  in  the  Court  of  Session,  to  which  the  President's  opposition  was 

■  Dr  St«Ten'a  Hemuirs  of  Qeurge  Heriot,  |>,  H. 

*  r>rf«  "  Convivial  habita  of  the  ScottiHli  Bnr."— Note  to  "Uuy  Mannering." 

'   ride  Cliamb«r«'a  Traditions,  vol.  ii.  p.  184,  for  aume  ciirioua  noticea  of  the  Eilinbiirgh  hangmen, 

*  The  office  of  thia  functionary  ia  now  aboliahed,  and  the  houae  ia  occupied  by  private  familiea. 

*  Niabet'a  Heraldry,  vol,  ii.  Appendix,  p.  106. 

*  In  a  aasine  dated  1 723,  it  ia  atyled  — "  That  big  hall,  or  great  room,  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Aaaembly 
Houae,  being  part  of  that  new  great  atone  tenement  of  land  lately  built,"  ic— Burgh  Charltr  Xoom. 
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dreaded.  In  this  dilvninia  lin  had  rccniirHo  to  Will  Ariiiiitrong,  n  wnrlliy  deiceiidnnt  of  the 
famous  mositroopcr  executed  by  Jamei*  V., — who  owed  to  the  Eiirl'it  good  Korvicet  hin 
escape  iVom  a  halter.  Will  promptly  volunteere<l  to  kidnap  tlie  PrcRidoiit  on  learning 
that  he  stood  in  liis  patron's  way,  and  watuliing  his  opportunity  when  Lord  Diirio  was 
riding  out,  he  entered  into  conversation  with  him,  and  so  decoj'ed  him  to  an  unfrequented 
spot  called  the  Figgate  Whins,  near  PortolHslio,  whi>n  ho  suddenly  pulled  liim  from  his 
horse,  muffled  him  in  his  trooper's  cloak,  and  rude  off  with  tlie  luckless  judge  trussed  up 
Iwhind  him.  Lord  Durio  was  secured  in  the  dunguou  of  an  old  castle  in  Annandale  called 
the  Tower  of  Qrwnic,  and  his  horse  being  found  on  the  beach,  it  was  concluded  lie  had 
thrown  his  rider  into  the  sea.  Hix  friends  went  into  mourning,  his  successor  was 
appointed,  the  Earl  won  his  plea,  and  Will  was  directed  to  set  his  captive  at  liberty.  The 
old  judge  was  accordingly  seized  in  his  dark  dungeon,  muffled  once  more  in  the  cloak, 
and  conveyed  with  such  dexterity  to  the  scene  of  his  capture  that  he  long  entertained  the 
belief  he  had  been  spirited  away  by  witches.  The  joy  of  his  friends  was  probably 
surpassed  by  the  blank  amazement  of  liis  succe^isor,  when  ho  appeared  to  reclaim  his  old 
otHce  and  honours.  Accident  long  after  led  to  a  discovery  of  tlio  whole  story ;  but  in 
those  disorderly  times  it  was  only  laughed  at  as  a  fair  ruae  tin  guerre}  In  the  ballad  the 
bold  moss-trooper  alights  at  Lord  Durio's  door,  and  beguiles  him  with  a  message  from  "the 
fairest  lady  in  Teviotdale."  Sir  Walter,  however,  confesses  to  such  ekeing  and  patching 
of  the  traditionary  fragments  of  the  old  ballad,  that  we  mu^t  content  ourselves  with  the 
fact  of  the  stolen  President's  dwelling  having  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Heriot's  school  in  the 
Assembly  Close.  Of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  it  is  referred  to  in  the  boundories  of 
various  early  deeds,  in  most  of  which  the  alley  is  styled  Durie's  Close. 

The  Covenant  Close  has  already  been  referred  to,' 
with  its  interesting  ol<l  land,  auruiountcd  with  three 
crow-stepped  gables,  forming  the  most  prominent 
feature  in  the  range  of  the  High  Street  as  seen  from 
the  south.  The  front  lands  immediately  below  this 
and  the  adjoining  close  again  direct  us  to  associations 
with  the  olden  time,  though  only  ns  occupying  the 
site  of  what  once  wos  interesting,  for  fire  and  modern 
reform  together  have  effected  nn  entire  revolution  in 
this  part  of  the  town.  Over  the  doorway  immediately 
above  Bell's  Wynd  un  escallop  shell,  cut  upon  the 
modern  stone  lintel,  marks  the  site  of  the  "  Clam 
Shell  Turnpike,"  an  edifice  associated  with  eminent 
characters,  and  some  of  the  most  interesting  ems  in 
Scottish  history.  Mnitland  only  remarks  of  it,  in 
this  close  there  "  is  an  ancient  chapel,  whic-h  is  still 
plainly  to  be  seen  by  the  manner  of  its  construction,  though  now  converted  into  a  dwelling- 


'  Christie'*  Will,  B')rder  Minitrelay.  Tliero  Is  little  doubt  of  the  general  truth  "f  thia  triulltinii.  The  leading  facts, 
though  without  the  nnmes,  are  related  in  Furbes's  Journal,  and  Scott  tells  us  tliat  some  old  stanzas  of  the  ballad  wore 
current  on  the  Border  in  his  youth.  '  Ante,  p.  03. 

ViHNiTTic— Clam  Hhell  Turnpike,  from  Hki'ne.    Taken  ilown  Kl'l. 


THE  HIGH  STREET. 


»45 


houif ,"  '  to  whiuh  Arnot  nddi  tho  more  dofliiito  though  r  rity  information,  "  At  the  hexi 
of  Deir*  Wynd  \\mxi  were  an  honpilBl  and  chapol,  known  by  the  name  of  Maiton  Ditu,"* 
Like  rnont  other  roiigione  estHliliihmenta  and  church  property,  it  poeied  into  the  handi 
of  ioymen  at  tho  Reformation  by  an  arbitrary  grant  of  the  crown,  io  that  the  original 
chartcm  of  founthition  no  longer  remain  uk  tiie  evidence*  of  its  modern  claimant*.  It  ii 
ntyled,  however,  in  tlio  cariiett  title*  extant,  "  tho  old  land  formerly  of  Ooorge,  Di*hop 
of  Dunkcld ; "  *o  thot  it*  foundation  may  be  referred  with  every  probability  to  the 
reign  of  James  V.,  when  Ocorge  Crighton,  who  occupied  that  tee  from  the  year  1527 
to  1543,  founded  the  hospital  of  St  ThomoH  near  the  Watergate,  altou'  two  year*  before 
his  death,  and  endowed  it  for  tho  maintenance  of  certain  chaplains  and  bedemen,  "  to 
celebrate  the  founder's  anniversary  obit,  by  solemnly  singing  in  the  choir  of  Holyrood 
Church,  on  the  day  of  his  death  yearly,  the  Placebo  and  Dirige,  for  the  repose  of  his 
*oul,"  &c.*  There  can  be  little  doubt,  moreover,  that  the  old  land,  which  was  only 
demolished  in  the  year  1780,  wa*  the  same  mansion  of  Lord  Hume,  to  whiuh  Queen 
Mary  retreated  with  Darnlt-y,  on  lior  return  to  Edinburgh  in  I  SOU,  while  she  was  haunted 
with  the  horrible  recollections  of  the  recent  murder  of  her  favourite,  Hizzio,  and  her  mind 
revolted  from  the  idea  of  returning  to  tho  palace,  the  scene  of  his  assassination,  whose 
blood-stained  floorn  still  called  for  justice  and  revenge  against  the  murderer*.  "  Vpoun 
the  xviij  day  of  the  said  moncth  of  March,"  says  the  contemporary  annalist,*  "  our 
soueranis  lord  and  ladie,  accunipanijt  with  tua  thowsand  horssmen  come  to  Edinburgh, 
and  lugeit  not  in  thair  palico  of  Halyrudhous,  bot  lugeit  in  my  lord  Home's  lugeing,  callit 
the  auld  biHchopc  of  Duiikell  his  lugeing,  ancnt  the  salt  trone  in  Edinburgh ;  and  the 
lordis  being  with  tlmmc  for  tho  tymc,  wes  lugei^  round  about  thame  within  the  said  burgh." 
Lord  iJnnic,  who  thus  entertained  Queen  Mary  and  Darnley  as  his  guests,  was,  at  that 
date,  so  zi.'lous  nn  adherent  of  the  Queen,  that  Randolph  wrote  to  Cecil  from  Edinburgh 
soon  after  thu'  ho  would  be  created  K"-*  of  March  ; '  and  although  at  the  battle  of  Lang- 
side  he  appcarci*  against  'nci,  >io  afterwards  returned  to  his  fidelity,  and  retained  it  with 
such  integrity  till  his  death  as  involved  him  in  a  conviction  of  treason  by  her  enemies. 
In  the  following  reign  this  ancient  tenement  became  the  property  of  George  Heriot,  and 
the  ground  rents  are  still  annually  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  hospital  which  he 
founded. 

The  portion  of  the  High  Street  still  marked  a*  the  site  of  this  ancient  building,  is 
closely  associated  with  other  equally  memorable  incidents  in  the  life  of  Queen  Mory ;  for 
almost  immediately  adjoining  it,  on  the  east  side,  formerly  stood  the  famous  Black  Turn- 
pike already  alluded  to,*  as  the  town  house  of  Sir  Simon  Preston,  Provost  of  Edinburgh 
in  1507,  to  which  the  unhappy  Queen  was  led  by  her  coptors,  amid  the  hootings  and 
execrations  of  an  excited  rabble,  on  the  evening  of  her  surrender  at  Carbery  Hill.  This 
ancient  bui' ding  was  one  of  the  most  stately  and  sumptuous  edifices  of  the  Old  Town.  It 
was  lofty  and  of  great  extent,  aud  the  tradition  of  Queen  Mary's  residence  in  it  had  never 
been  lost  sight  of.    A  small  apartment,  with  a  window  to  the  High  Street,  was  pointed  out 


■  Maitlanil,  p.  189.  '  Aniot,  p.  246. 

'  Maitlaiul,  p.  1S4,     Keith  {urnidiea  tkis  cliaracterof  the  liiihop,  "A  man  nobly  diapoMd,  very  boapitable,  and  a 
magnificent  houaekeeiirr  ;  but  in  matters  of  religion  not  much  akilled," 

<  Diurnal  of  UcciirrenU,  p.  94.  *  Keith,  vol.  ii.  p.  2U2.  ■  Ant«,  p.  79. 
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M  that  in  which  iho  ii|)ent  the  lant  ni^lit  in  tho  ca|iital  of  her  kingdom  i  the  la«t  on  which 
though  captive,  iiho  wm  itill  itit  Qiiucn.  Tho  umgniflcont  and  irapoiing  character  of  thia 
building,  coupled  witit  the  hiiitorioal  aaiooiation*  attached  to  it,  have  given  it  an  exaggerated 
importance  in  popular  cutiniatioii,  lo  that  tratlition  aitigned  it  a  very  remote  antiquity, 
naming  ai  iti  builder,  King  Kenneth  III.,  who  wai  alain  a.h.  094  i  not  without  the 
teitimony  of  henvon'ii  diiplca«uro  thereat,  for  "  the  moon  looked  bloody  for  aeveral  night*, 
to  the  infinite  terror  of  tho»e  that  behold  her,"  bc«idea  other  equally  terrible  prodigies ! ' 
Maitland,  the  painntaking  historian  of  !j(linburgh,  detecting  the  improbability  of  tuch 
remote  foundation  for  thin  iulwtantinl  building,  obtained  accen*  to  the  title-deedi,  and  found 
a  lasino  uf  the  date  1401,  conveying  it  to  Qeorge  llobertion  of  Ltx-hart,  the  ion  of  the 
builder,  which  would  imply  its  having  been  erected  early  in  the  fifteenth  century.  From 
other  evidence,  wo  tliicovcred  that  it  belonged  in  the  following  century  to  George  Crighton, 
Biahop  of  Dunkold,  and  was  in  all  probability  eithor  acquired  or  rebuilt  by  him  for  the 
purpose  of  the  religious  foundation  previously  dcitcril)ed.  This  appears  from  an  action 
brought  by  "  the  Admin istrators  of  Heriot's  Hoxpital,  against  Robert  Hepburn  of  Doarford," 
in  1003,' for  "aground-annual  out  of  the  tenement  called  HoberUon'n  //tn,"  nnd  which 
at  a  subsequent  date  is  styled,  "  his  tenement  in  Edinburgh  called  the  Ulack  Turnpike." 
The  pursuers  demanded  the  production  of  tho  original  writs  from  the  Uiithop  of  Dunkold, 
and  it  would  appear  from  tho  aiguments  in  defence,  that  the  building  had  been  conferred 
by  tho  Bishop  on  two  of  bin  own  illegitimate  daughterM,  and  so  diverted  from  the  pious 
objects  of  its  first  destination,  perchance  ns  a  sort  of  compromise  between  heaven  and 
earth,  by  which  more  effectually  to  secure  the  atonement  ho  had  in  view  for  the  errors  of  a 
licentious  life.  To  all  this  somewhat  discrepant  evidence  we  shall  add  one  more  fact  from 
the  Caledonian  Mercury,  May  lf)tb,  1788,  tho  date  of  its  demolition: — "The  edifice 
commonly  called  the  Black  Turnpike,  ininiodiotely  to  the  west  of  tho  Tron  Church,  at  the 
head  of  Peebles  Wynd,  one  of  the  oldeMt  stone  buildings  upon  record  in  Edinburgh,  is 
now  begun  to  bo  pulled  down.  ...  It  may  bo  true  what  is  affirmed,  that  Queen  Mary  was 
lodged  in  it  in  the  year  1507,  but  if  port  of  the  building  is  really  so  old,  it  is  evident 
other  parts  are  of  a  later  date,  for  on  the  top  of  a  door,  the  uppermost  of  the  three  entries 
to  this  edifice  from  Peebles  Wynd,  we  obser^  j  tho  following  inscription : — 

PAX  •  INTRANTIBV8  •  SALVS  •  EXEVNTIBVS  •  1074." 

The  whole  character  of  the  building,  however,  secmn  to  have  contradicted  the  idea  of 
so  recent  an  erection,  and  the  inscription — a  peculiarly  inappropriate  one  for  the  scene 
of  the  poor  Queen's  lust  lodging  in  her  capital — is  probably  the  only  thing  to  which  the 
date  truly  applied. 

AVe  have  passed  over  the  intermediate  alleys  from  the  New  Assembly  Close  to  the 
Tron  Church,  in  order  to  preserve  the  connection  between  the  ancient  lands  of  the 
Bishop  of  Dunkold,  that  formed  at  difierent  periods  the  lodging  of  Queen  Mary. 
Stevenlaw's  Close,  the  last  that  now  remains  of  that  portion  of  the  High  Street,  still  con- 
tains buildings  of  an  early  date.     Over  a  doorway  on  the  west  side,  near  the  foot,  is  this 


'  Abercrombie'a  Martini  Acliievementa,  vul.  i.  p.  104. 

'  FuuntainhaU's  Deciaiona,  vol.  i.    pp.  {>83,  688. 

*  We  have  atated  reaaona  before  for  lielieving  that  datea  were  aonietimea  put  un  buildiiiga  by  later  prapriaton. 
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motto  i—THK  •  KEIll  •  OF  •  TIIK  •  LOUD  •  18  •  THE  •  BKIKNEN  •  OF  •  VI8D0M  • 
I  ■  11  ■ ;  ami  another  b«nr«  a  ihield  of  arniii,  with  an'  iiiioriptioii  partinlly  defaced. 
We  have  not  di«covered  any  nanicM  anmng  its  earliur  occupant*  worthy  of  note  j  but 
immediately  aiUoining  it,  on  tho  ail  nf  the  wcit  aide  of  Hunter  K(|iiare,  formerly  etood 
Kennedy'*  Cloio,  a  iccne  aiiooinh"  with  imo  of  tlio  niont  eminent  among  the  dittiu- 
guiihcd  men  of  varly  timet.  In  a  M8.  nieinoranduni  hook  of  (Imrgo  I'aton,  the  Anti- 
quary, the  following  note  occurii :— "  (leurgu  Iluiliniian  took  hi*  la«t  illne**,  and  diod  iu 
Kennedy'*  t'luie,  flrat  court  thereof  on  your  left  hand,  tir*t  houne  in  the  turnpike,  abura 
the  tavern  there ;  und  in  (juuen  Anne'*  time  tlii*  wa*  told  to  hi*  family  and  friend*  who 
reiidud  in  that  houfie,  by  8ir  Jame*  Stewart  of  Uoodtree*,  Lord  Advocate."  A  refereuce 
to  Edgar'*  map  ihow*  that  the  ulo*e  con*i*ted  of  two  imall  court*  connected  by  a  narrow 
pa**ago,  the  (iKht  of  the  fir«t  of  which  will  exactly  corrcfipond  with  that  of  the  preeent 
Merchant*'  Hall.  Here  the  eminent  Scotti*h  hiitorian  and  reformer  clo*ed  hi*  active  and 
laboriou*  life  on  tie  28th  of  September  1682.  Finding,  when  on  hi*  deathbed,  that  the 
money  he  had  about  him  wa*  in*uiHuient  to  defray  the  expouNe*  of  hi*  fVincral,  he  lent  hi* 
*ervant  to  divide  it  among  the  |)oor,  adding — "  that  if  the  city  did  not  chooeo  to  bury  him, 
they  might  let  him  lie  where  he  whh."  He  wa*  interred  on  the  following  day  in  the  Grey- 
frinrH'  Churchyard.  It  i*  ju*tly  to  bo  regretted  that  the  npnt  cannot  now  be  a*certained, 
notwithktanding  that,  on  an  iippliention  made  to  the  Town  (Council,  *o  recently  a*  1701, 
"  the  throngh-ntano "  wiw  directed  to  be  rained  in  order  to  pn.iervo  it.' 

In  the  centre  of  the  High  Street,  in  front  of  the  Dlnck  Turnpike,  the  ancient  citadel  of 
the  Town-Quard  cumbered  the  thoroughfare  till  near  the  cIoro  of  hiitt  century,  protected  by 
it*  ungainly  utility  from  the  dcHtruction  that  befell  many  of  the  more  valuable  relic*  of 
antiquity.  During  Cromwell'*  impartial  rule  in  Edinburgh,  it  formed  the  Hccne  of  many 
of  hi*  act*  of  "  guid  diocipline,  eaUHing  druiikardi*  ryd  the  trie  mcir,  with  «toppi*  and 
musketli*  tyed  to  tlinir  IcggtH  und  foit,  n  paper  on  thair  brciiit,  and  a  drinking  cap  in  thair 
handi*."'  Thi*  obsolete  ingtruuicnt  of  puniHlinient,  the  wooden  mare,  titill  remained  at 
the  end  of  the  old  Uuard-hou*c,  when  Kiiy,  the  Caricaturist,  made  hi*  drawing  of  it  imme- 
diately before  it*  destruction.  The  chronicle*  of  thi*  place  of  petty  durance,  could  they 
now  be  recovered,  would  furniith  many  an  amusing  Mcrup  of  antiquated  scandal,  interspersed 
at  rare  interval*  with  the  graver  deed*  of  such  disciplinarians  as  the  Protector,  or  the 
famous  sack  of  the  I'orteous  mob.  There,  such  fair  offenders  as  the  witty  and  eccentric 
Miss  Mackenzie,'  daughter  of  Lord  Itoyston,  found  at  times  a  night's  h)dging,  when  she 
and  her  maid  sallied  out  disguised  as  preux  cheraliera  in  search  of  adventures.  Occa- 
sionally  even  a  grave  jiulgo  or  learned  lawyer,  surprised  out  of  his  official  decorum  by 
the  temptations  of  n  jovial   club,  was  astonished  on  awaking  to  find  himself  within  its 

■  The  fnlluwing  li  an  extract  {mm  the  Cuuncil  Keoordi,  Sd  December  1701  r— "  The  Council  being  informed  that  the 
through  atane  of  the  <leeeaat  Ooorge  Buchanan  Ijei  aunk  under  the  groun<l  of  the  Oreyfriari,  therefore  they  appoint  the 
obamberlalu  to  raiao  the  tame,  and  clear  the  Inacription  thereupon,  lu  aa  the  aame  may  be  legible."— Bann.  Miao,  toI.  i. 
p.  401.  The  eight  whereon  hia  dwelling  atood  would  form  no  inappropriate  place  for  a  commemorative  tablet  to  replace 
the  loat  "  through-atane."  I)r  Irving,  hia  biographer,  haa  atrangely  peraiateil,  in  the  face  of  thia  evidence,  to  afflrni  that* 
"hia  ungrateful  country  never  aflbrdeil  hia  grave  the  common  tribute  of  a  monumental  atone. "—(Irving'a  Life  of 
Buchanan,  p.  309.)  A  akull,  believwl  to  be  that  of  the  hiatorian,  ia  preeerved  in  the  Muaeum  of  the  Univeraity  of 
Edinburgh,  and  la  ao  remarkably  tb;u  aa  to  be  trnnaparent.  The  evi<lcnce  iu  favour  of  thia  tradition,  though  not  alto- 
gether concluaive,  rendera  the  truth  of  it  eiccedingly  probable. 

•  Niooll'a  Uiary,  p.  89.  >  Ante,  p.  !«». 
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iin|mrtial  wiilU,  •mmiK  inch  ilrniigit  licd-fttllowi  m  th«  chancciof  the  iiiiflit  liml  onfiTcil  to 
ill  vigilant  KUiinlianii.  Th«  liciiiulitioii  of  the  (^roai,  however,  rvndercil  the  cxiatonre  of 
iU  UDtixhtly  neij(lih<)iir  the  more  tiH'eniive  to  nil  rivio  refurtnvr*.  Vvt^Witn,  in  hi« 
'*  Mutiial  Complaint  of  the  rialnitanei  and  C'ltuiry,"  hiiniorouiljr  rf>|irc*eht«  it  m  onn  of 
tha  mott  intolerable  ttrievance*  of  the  latter,  enough  to  "  fret  tlm  Imrdi'tt  *tati«  )  "  and  at 
langth,  in  1780,  it*  doom  wa«  pronounced,  and  iti  ancient  gitrrinon  removed  to  the  New 
AiNemhIy  t'loie,  then  recently  deiorte<t  by  the  directora  of  fudiion.  There,  however,  they 
were  puriued  by  the  enmity  of  their  dctractora.  Tlic  proprietor*  of  i\\n,i  Jathionahle  iliitriet 
of  the  city  were  icaudaliied  nt  the  idea  of  inch  near  nei|;hlionr»  nt  the  ToKH'liatt,  and  by 
meant  of  proteati,  Uillt  of  Hiupeniiion,  and  the  like  weaponi  of  nuidirn  civic  warfare, 
■peedily  compelled  the  pcmcciited  veterans  to  hcut  a  rctrcnt.  They  took  refuge  in 
premiiet  provided  for  them  in  the  Tolbooth,  but  the  dcRtruclion  of  their  ancient  itrnnK- 
hold  may  be  iiaid  to  have  sealed  their  futo)  they  lingered  on  for  a  few  yonri,  maintnining 
an  unequal  and  hopolcni  struggle  againut  the  rcKtlen*  npirit  of  innoviition  that  hnd  bc*et 
the  Hcottiah  capital,  until  at  length,  in  tliu  year  1817,  their  lluni  rcf.:;^'o  wax  demoliihed, 
the  laat  of  them  were  put  on  the  town'*  pension  li«t,  and  the  truncheon  of  the  conitable 
diiplaced  the  venerable  (Irelock  and  Lochabcr  oxe. 
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TM  the  centre  of  tliu  Hif(li  Street,  nut  titr  fniin  the  Hito  of  the  Troti  ('hunh,  there  ituixl 
'*'  in  nncu'ut  timoM  i\w  Tron  nr  y\\\)\'w  henm  for  wci^liin^  merohandiiie ;  Kt^ntirnlljr 
Ntylril  in  riirly  dopdi*  nnd  writingH  tlio  Halt  Tron,  to  diittinKnii<li  it  from  the  Htitter 
Tron,  or  WimkIi-Iioumo,  iilriMidy  doMcrilicd.  It  iit  mIiowii  in  tlio  ruriouit  l)ird'ii-oy«>  viow  of 
tlie  kIoxc  of  KdinliurKli  C'lmtlo,  drawn  in  \>u\\,  in  the  form  of  n  iiiilur  mounted  on  iitt'|iH,  nnd 
with  n  beam  nnd  Mciilei  attached  to  it.  Thin  cuiitrnl  K|M)t  wan  the  nceno  of  many  ninguhir 
pxhibitionN  (luring  the  Hcventeonth  and  eigiiteenth  eenturicH,  more  eit|)eeiaily  in  the 
ex|)ofiiirc  nnd  ]>uiiiHhment  of  culpritH.  While  traitor*  and  ]Mditi('nl  oflendem  of  nil  iiorti 
I'xpinti'd  their  crinien  nt  the  (Vohm,  the  leimcr  offence*  of  jierjury  ami  knavery  were  renerved 
liy  ndiHcriminating  xyMtcm  of  justice  for  the  more  ignomiiiioiiH,  though  Ichm  tieadly,  ix-iialtie* 
of  the  Tron.  One  of  the  iivclicMt  of  the  Hcenen  which  were  eiuicted  there  during  the  1 7th 
century,  occurred  on  the  arrival  of  the  now*  in  June  lOot),  that  CluirlcH  If.  had  landed  in 
the  north.  Tlie  Kxtate*  of  Parliament  were  then  aMHemlded  nt  Kdinhurgh,  and  the  fickle 
jiojiulnce  were  niready  heartily  tireil  of  trying  to  govern  thenmelvc*.  Nicoll,  the  oIddiari*t, 
tell*  u*,  "All  *igne*  of  joye*  wer  mnnilVwted  in  a  *|)cciall  maner  in  Edinhurgh,  byaetting 
t\irtli  of  bailfyrcK,  ringing  of  belli*,  *ounding  of  trum|)etti*,  dancing  almoxt  nil  that  night 
through  the  *treitia.  The  pure  knill  wyfe*  nt  the  Trone  *Hcrificevl  tluiir  mandi*  nndcreilli* 
and  the  verie  Htooii*  thai  nat  u|Miiie  to  the  fyre."  * 

It  hn*  been  )ia*tily  concluded  from  thi*,  by  certain  Hcepticnl  nntiqunrie*,  thnt,  aa  Jenny 


"  Nlooll'i  nUry,  p.  lH. 
Viaitrm— Ancitnt  Doorwny,  Bliickfrlnni'  Wyml. 
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Oi>ilili<i,  Jlii>  hrfiilnn  of  \M7,  wim  nn«  of  thi>  knil  irii'^t  nf  th«  Tron,  her  (Wmrni*  •timl—lhi 
fnrniiiliilili'  wi'ii|i<>ii  witli  wliii'h  ulu'  ItrKnii  itn*  \itvkA  ri'iMilliiin,  Ity  ImrliriK  it  nt  llio  |)i'iin  of 
Hi  tiili'i'  lii'nil  niiiai  ImvK  iMTiiihnl  in  thin  ri<|M<ntnnt  I'hullilion  nf  joy,  uml  nriorilinKly 
llml  tlit<  ri'lii'  alinwii  ill  the  Miia<<iiiii  of  Ilii<  Hix'ivty  of  Aritiiinnririi  i«  iiinlciprvitiK  of  I'rnlit. 
We  MMi't  |ir<>ti'«l,  liowi'vrr,  iiKniiial  no  mull  nil  hy|<<>tlii'«U,  wlilili  wouhl  iiivolvit  tlii* 
lirilriirtioii  of  (lii<  noli*  iiioriuiiii'iil  of  iIik  iiiiinorlHl  JntifC*  heroic  oiialiiii((ht  i  it'ciiii;  ilii>r«  ciin 
Iw  no  ri'itnonnlilo  i|ui'Kllon  timt  n  iliitno  no  xiitloiM  ntnl  ilcvoiil  woiilil  rcaiTvc  her  \»»i  ntool  for 
tho  Hiinilny'*  M-rvicc*,  nml  coiili'iit  ln'ro'lf  with  n  common  rrff/im  for  iirr  wi<i<k-i|»y  itvoc«> 
lioii*  itt  llic  Troll!'  Tlirrc  i*  no  ilmiltt,  Itowcvcr,  tliiit  •Icnny  unyv  iini'i|iiivoc*l  |iro(ifii  of 
licr  loynliy  nl  i»  liilcr  |icriii<l,  m  iliii  i*  niiccinily  mcnlioiictl  in  (In*  Miri'uriii*  Citli'ilimiun,  n 
ni<wii|in|i«'r  |iulili*licil  inimcilinti*ly  aAcr  tlii>  Itculorntion,  n«  Imviii^  tiikrn  n  |ironiinciit  nlntrn 
in  ■Imiliir  rcjiMcitiKK  mi  the  coronution  of  ttic  kiiiK  in  littll.  *' Hut  luiioni;  nil  our  honUilo* 
nnil  cnpriccit,"  rntyii  tin*  curioiu  nnnnlinl,  "  tliiii  of  tli<>  itiiniortnl  •Fcnct  Ot'dilm,  I'rinreiia  nf 
th<>  Tfone  Ailvctitiircrii,  wm  moit  pIpMitnt,  fori>lii<  wni  not  only  ronli*nt  lo  nmionililp  »ll  hrr 
rrrcU,  liniii|iii>l«,  crccjiic*,  frnnii'i,  nml  other  inKrp<liciil>«  Ihiit  comiMxcd  thn  iho|M<  of  lirr 
piiiicli,  ritiliithcK,  |iiriii|iii,  cnrroln,  ii|tinn^i',  cnhlrnKP,  with  nil  other  lorl  nf  pot  meri'hnndiM 
tliiit  lielonx*  to  the  K^rilon,  hut  eren  her  lenthrr  chnir  of  itntr,  wh«r«  ■hi<  iinetl  toiliaprnic 
jUKtici)  to  the  rent  of  her  InnKknIe  viioiuiIk,  wero  nil  very  orderly  liurned  s  »\\t  heroelf 
rouiitcnunciii);  the  iiclion  with  ii  liiKh-flown  lioiiriuli  ntid  Vermillion  tni\jt>ity." 

Ilnlkenton'*  Wynd,  which  i«  the  firat  rlo«o  now  rcuMiDinK  on  (he  north  nido  of  th« 
lli>;h  Street  hclow  the  Tron  Church,  lind  nnec  hern  ft  pWc  nf  n)niid<riihle  notf,  hut 
nenrly  every  veiiti);e  of  nnlii|uily  hn«  dinnpix'nred.  We  Imve  nlrrndy  f,\r*n  n  viuw*  nf  n 
very  curioun  nncient  lintel  Ktill  remniiiin^  on  the  enxt  lide,  which  lienm  nn  it  the  monnj^rnm 
Ills,  nnd  a  rronn-f/nirv,  with  a  coronet  mirmoiinlinK  the  letter  J).  The  wh<do  ntyle 
and  chnrnctcr  of  ihi*  doorwny  indictiteii  n  diite  lon^f  anterior  to  the  llcfornintion,  but  tho 
huildinK  to  which  it  holon^od  hn*  lirrn  deniidii«hcd,  nil  hut  a  (Mirtlon  of  the  outer  wall, 
and  we  hnvo  failed  to  olitnin  any  clue  to  it*  early  hiiitory.  It  wn*  in  itn  Inter  ntntn  a 
timhcr-fronted  Innd,  linvinK  a  f(ood  deal  of  carving  alon^  tin*  fco^ilen,  nnd  nn  ornnment  I 
■tone  Ktnir-caiio  projecting  beyond,  altogether  indicnlinjt  the  rrmnini*  of  a  nmKniticoiit 
nnd  eonlly  ninnxion  of  the  idden  time.  Adjoining  iIiIn,  nnother  doorway,  forming  a 
liniilnr  veoti^^e  of  a  more  modern  builditifr,  bcnr«  the  common  iniirription,  Ki.ihnit  .  nit 
OoD  .  roR  .  AL  ,  IIIH  .  iiirriH  .  nml  tho  initinU  and  date  ■  Itl)  ■  I)  ■  HKiO,  Ttiiit  ancient 
alley  formed  one  of  the  iiccedpte*  to  the  city  from  tho  north,  previoim  to  (he  erection  of  (ho 
Nordi  Hrid;;c.  Fouiituinlmll '  jjiven  a  curioun  account  »(  an  nction  broiijfht  by  Itohert 
Malloi'h  in  ITOl  nKainut  tho  nin);iRtrutefi  of  F;dinl)iir>;h,  for  )<huttinf(  up  tho  Ilalkomton'ii 
Wynd  I'ort.  Kroin  thin  it  ii|i|H>iirfl  (lint  n  Kiibiirlinn  villiif^e  lind  Kprun^  up  on  Moutrie'ii 
Hill,  thu  xite  now  occupied  by  •Inmen'  Sqiinre,  in  which  n  iiuiiiber  of  |ioor  weiiverK  and  other 
trndcKinen  had  »et  up  in  defiance  of  the  inrorjioratinnii  of  tho  (iiirfa  Toun,  The  dcarnnn 
flndinj;  their  craft*  in  danger,  took  n<lvnn(nKe  of  an  approaching  elertion  to  frighten  tho 
magiHtriiteti  into  u  jiiHt  Hcnxe  of  the  enormity  of  tolerating  ouch  unconstitutional  intcrlojiori 


! 


*  KT«n  Jenny  Oadilri'a  WF||'Mrni>il  r>|iut«(i<in  "cunnotlln  out  of  tb<  Uttli  »(  eniiilttlon."  KlnnM  (HUt  nf  EHIn. 
p.  fill)  put>  fnrwitril  *  nnw  rluimanl  to  h<r  kunouri,  "  itn  iilil  »<inun  nunml  llnmlltnn,  granilinotber  to  Hnlwrt  Moln, 
tut*  Dmn  u(  (liiilil  ufRciT  in  l^llubiirijli." 

'  Anti',  p.  118.  ■  KounUiulntU'i  PMJtiuBa,  vul.  II.  |>.  110, 
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•a  nmr  l^lr  Mii'lont  liurKli.  TtiK  |Hir(  wm  •4'i<(.ri|iriKly  aliut  up,  aihI  iIik  •liiiif*  of  (It* 
Niirlh  Uith  t'louMi,  an  m  I<>  HuiHi  •  iniiill  iimuu'l  llml  liml  kHmmIi'iI  »  riiii(|Mlli  In  Ili« 
|Mirt  for  Iha  nrrrtrailar*  ut  ihl*  iiiiiniilnua  viII»k«>  TIi*  tmltU  wm  ■tnuily  nmliiUlnml  fur 
•  tiiii«,  hut  lh«  tiiitt(i*(r»t<'«  HiiiliiiK  till'  t»w  ■oiiirwlMt  rii(i<l  in  it*  iiivimliKnliun  nf  ihalr 
rl|{ht  iiviT  tlm  city  |Hirt«,  nml  tlic  vli'i  tiori  iiii>»i  |irii|julily  \w\\\g  miiafiu'tiiriljr  it'ltl<'<|  iiitiin* 
wliili',  tlii*y  ii|M<hiti|  tliD  |Mirt  uf  lliuir  uwu  Mnonl,  •ml  BtliiwiMl  llio  ■liiictit  of  Uw  North 
ItiH'li  «Kiiiii  III  run, 

III  Kiiil<i<li'«  CtiiMi,  itiiniixliittvly  iki^oiniiiK  tliU  wytnl,  lht>ra  aliNHl,  lill  williin  thn  JMt 
tw«nly  yvuM,  >  very  lmii<U<>in>'  hiuI  «uli«litiiti«l  itlit  ilniit'  Iniul,  wiili  UrK"  mihI  iii>«lly  rii<iuli|«t| 
wliiilowa,  nn<l  HlHiiMiiliii)(  willi  curinuii  irrrKulur  |ir>iji<i'liiin«,  MU|iliiiK  il  lo  iu  ■Irnili'iinil 
iilv.  Over  lliii  iniiiii  t'lilrmii'i'  wn«  u  lliii<ly  rnrvi'il  |iiitt<l,  IikvIiik  lliit  Willinttuiiti  Mriii* 
bolilly  cut  ill  high  rclii'f,  with  tho  itiiti»U  I  -  W  '  »>umnt|wiii«il  hy  •  litiKuUr  tiuvitia  of  tb« 
not*  o/  ftnttiim  «|irihKiiiK  frnni  ihx  cotilrn  nf  »  tnltitr,  Ktnl  tho  ltu('ri|ilii>ii  uml  lUtn  in 
l»ri(i)  Itoiimii  Iclttrii,  FKIIt  ■  (litD  ■  IN  ■  l.l'IK  ■  I.SU.'i. 

Thti  kiicii'iit  linilHir-friiiiti'il  jnini  whicii  fmv*  thu  utravt  at  the  IiuikI  nf  Iliii«  tluM  ia 
one  iMiMfMitiK  |N'rulinr  t'lniiiii*  to  our  iiilorcal,  nil  thn 
■L'viiu  of  AHiiii  Itniiiiiiky'ii  I'ltrliir  htlmur*,  wlu'r«>,  "  nt 
lliti  nixii  iif  tlio  Mi'rrury,  o|i|N>iiilu  to  Niihlry'M  Wynil," 
he  provocuti'il  hiii  Ulti>r  huniiu'iiit  an  author,  ojitor, 
nnil  lioolcNt'llcr.  Kroin  thciiri'  iMMiu'il  hix  iHiciim 
|iriiiti'il  in  liiixlo  ithi't'ti),  or  liiilf  idu't't*,  hh  they  woro 
writti'ii,  ill  whii'h  i>hu|K!  they  un*  ri>|Mirti'il  to  liikvi< 
foutiil  n  ri'oily  imli' s  thu  citi/.ciiii  bviiiK  in  tli(<  linliit 
uf  tfudin);  their  chililri'ii  with  n  |M<iiiiy  lor  "  AHiin 
I{jiiniiky'«  hk»t  |iii<('(>."'  l''.ni'ourii)(('il  liy  tlic  fuvoiir- 
ikblu  ri'i'(>|itinn  of  hin  |N)otii'  hthoiirn,  he  iit  longth 
(luhliithcil  |ir<i|ioiiiklii  for  a  ri'-iaiiuit  of  hin  worku  in  a 
cullfctud  form,  uml,  iiccorilinKly,  in  17:^1,  they 
H|i|K>nri'>l  in  uuu  hnmUotno  4iiurto  voluni(>,  with  a 
|Kirtruit  of  t!ie  itutlmr  from  liiu  lu'iicii  of  liiit  friuml 
8mil)vrt.  Kuimtiky  continui'il  to  rurry  on  hmtinuM 
at  thu  Mixn  of  thu  Mercury  till  llio  year  IT'^.I,  no 
that  lu'itriy  all  liii  orij^inal  |iuiiiicutioim  inNUcil  from 

thiit  unciviit  fuliric,  In  that  year  hu  runiovud  to  tlio  famouii  liind  in  the  l.uckunliootlui, 
which  lm«  iMTn  alri-iuly  minutely  iluKerilM>(l.  The  aci:oni|Mkiiyin((  viKtietto  repreNeDta 
the  former  huiltlin^  an  it  exinteil  previciuit  to  184^),  when  a  |Hirtion  of  the  tiiiilier  front 
wait  removed,  and  the  (lictureHi^ue  character  of  thu  old  lund  Homcwhal  iiiurrtd  hy  modern 
alteratioUM. 

Immediately  to  the  vaat  of  ItamMay'i)  (dd  Mhop,  a  plain  and  narrow  pend  j^iveM  acceH* 
to  Carrubhcr'a  VUme,  the  retreat  of  the  faithful  remnant  uf  the  JacobitcM  of  IU88.  Here, 
about  half  way  down  the  cluae,  on  the  eaitt  xide,  Nt  I'aul'a  Cha|iel  still  HtamU,  a  plain  and 
unpretending  editlve,  erected  iiuniediatuly  after  the   lU^volution.     Tiiithor  the  peKeeuted 

>  Souttiili  lli»gra|ikiinil  Dlctiutitrjr,  ArticU  lUniMjr. 
ViuNtTTK  -Allan  lUiiiMy'i  iiki)|i,  o|>|HMita  Niil'lrja  W/nil. 
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BiHilop  and  liin  stiiuoh  non-jurnnt  followcrH  re|iairc(l  oil  tlio  downfull  of  tlio  national 
eHtabliiihniciit  of  EpiKcopnry,  and  tlicru  they  continued  to  worNJiip  within  its  narrow 
bounds  ami<l  frequent  intcrrnptionH,  partiouhirly  after  the  rising  of  1745,  resolutely 
persisting  for  nearly  a  century  in  excluding  the  name  of  the  "  Hanoverian  usurjwrs  " 
from  their  devotions.  Tiie  chapel  iM  still  occupied  liy  a  congregation  of  Scottish  Episco- 
palians, but  the  homely  worahi])per8  of  modern  times  form  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
stately  squires  and  dimies  who  once  were  wont  to  frecpicnt  the  unpretending  fane  that 
sufficed  to  accommodate  the  whole  disestablished  Ejiiscopacy  of  the  capital. 

Immediately  below  f'e  chapel,  a  huge  escalop  shell,  expanding  over  the  jwrch  of  the 
main  entrance  to  an  old  tenement,  nmrks  the  clam-shell  land.  Here  was  the  house  of 
Ainslie's  master,  during  Durns's  visit  to  Edinburgh,  nt  whose  table  the  poet  was  a 
frequent  guest,  while  on  another  floor  of  the  same  land,  the  elder  Sir  William  Forbes  of 
Pitsligo,  another  of  the  poet's  early  friends,  resided,  until  his  removal  to  one  of  the  first 
erections  in  the  New  Town.  The  whole  locality,  indeed,  is  in  some  degree  associated 
with  the  poet's  friends  and  favourite  haunts  in  the  capital ;  for  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
ancient  stone  land  which  faces  the  High  Street,  at  the  head  of  the  close,  wns  the  abode 
of  Captain  Mathew  Henderson,  "a  gentleman  who  held  the  patent  for  his  honours 
immediately  from  Almighty  God,"  on  whom  the  poet  wrote  the  exquisite  elegy  preserved 
among  his  works,  to  the  very  characteristic  motto  from  Hamlet,  "  Should  the  poor  be 
fluttered?  " 

This  old  close  was  the  scene  of  the  only  unsuccessful  B]H!culation  of  another  poet, 
whose  prudent  self-control  enabled  him  through  life  to  avoid  the  sorrows  that  so  often 
beset  the  poet's  path,  and  to  find  in  the  Muse  the  handmaid  of  wealth.  Allan  Ramsay 
was  strongly  attached  to  the  drama,  and  in  his  desire  for  its  encouragement,  he  built  a 
play-house  at  the  foot  of  Carrubber's  Close,  about  the  year  1730,  which  involved  him  in 
very  considerable  expense.  It  was  closed  immediately  after  by  the  oct  for  licensing  the 
stage,  which  was  passed  in  the  following  year,  and  the  poet's  sole  resource  was  in  writing 
a  rhyming  complaint  to  the  Court  of  Session,  which  apjHjared  soon  ofter  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine.  The  abortive  play-house  has  since  served  many  singular  and  diverse  purposes. 
It  is  the  same  building,  we  believe,  which  bore  the  name  of  St  Andrew's  Chapel, 
bestowed  on  it  soon  after  the  failure  of  the  poet's  dramatic  speculation.  In  1773  it 
formed  the  arena  for  the  debates  of  the  Pontheon,  a  famous  sjieculative  club.  In  1788, 
Dr  Moves,  the  ingenious  lecturer  on  Natural  Philosophy,  discoursed  there  to  select  and 
fashionable  audiences  «n  optics,  the  jjrojjcrty  of  light,  and  other  branches  of  science,  in 
regard  to  which  his  most  popular  qualification  was,  that  he  had  been  blind  almost  from 
his  birth.  Since  then  the  pulpit  of  St  Andrew's  Chaj)el  bus  been  filled  by  Mr  John 
Barclay,  the  founder  of  the  sect  of  modern  Bereons ;  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Tait,  and  other 
founders  of  the  Rowitcs,  during  whose  occupancy  the  celebrated  Edward  Irving  frequently 
officiated.  Tlie  chapel  has  also  been  engaged  by  Relief  and  Secession  congregations,  by 
the  Roman  Catholics  as  a  preaching  station  and  schoolroom,  and  more  recently  as  a  hall 
for  lectures  and  debates  of  all  kinds ; — as  strange  and  varied  a  medley  of  actors  as  even  the 
fertile  fancy  of  the  poet  could  have  foreshadowed  for  his  projected  play-house.' 


^  It  wail  latterly  called  AVUiteQcld  Cbnpel,  used  fur  uiectiiigi}  ut  the  Carrubber's  Cluse  Missiun. 
demolUbed  iu  the  cuustructiun  of  Jeffrey  Street. 


It  has  nuw  baeii 
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Should  this  old  close  escape  the  destruction  that  already  threatens  so  many  of  the  haunts 
of  the  olden  time,  it  will  not  be  considered  by  future  generations  as  the  least  worthy  of  its 
associations,  that  there,  on  the  west  side,  and  near  the  foot  of  the  close,  were  the  work- 
shop and  furnace  of  James  Dallantlne,  the  author  of  the  "  Giiberlunzie's  Wallet,"  oud  the 
"  Miller  of  Dcanhaugh,"  as  well  as  of  some  of  the  liveliest  of  our  modern  humorous 
Scottish  songs — never  heard  with  such  eficct  as  when  sung  by  himself.  There,  it  is 
probable,  many  of  his  literary  productions  were  matured,  where  also  he  completed,  under 
numerous  disadvantages,  the  successful  designs  for  the  com|)etition  of  1844,  which  gained 
for  him  the  distinguished  honour  of  executing  the  painted  windows  of  the  New  House  of 
Lords.  The  close  has  suffered  little  from  modern  alteration,  and  still  presents  a  very 
pleasing  specimen  of  the  quaint  and  picturesque  irregularity  of  style  which  gladdens  the 
eye  of  the  artist,  and  seta  the  reforming  citizen  a  rumiuutiug  on  the  possibility  of  u  new 
improvements  commission,  that  shall  sweep  away  such  rubbiak  from  every  lane  and  alley 
of  the  ancient  capital. 

Bishop's  Close,  which  a^oins  this  on  the  east,  preserves  in  its  name  a  memorial  of 
"  the  Bishop's  Land,"  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  noted  among  the  private  buildings 
in  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh.  It  owed  this  peculiar  designation  to  its  having  been 
the  residence  of  the  eminent  prelate,  John  Siwttiswood,  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  who, 
as  appears  from  the  titles,  inherited  it  from  his  father,  the  Superintendent  of  Lothian. 
This  fact  is  of  some  value,  as  serving  to  discredit  the  statement  of  his  unrequited  labours 
during  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  The  date  on  the  old  building  wns  1578,  at  which  time 
the  Superintendent  would  be  in  his  sixty-ninth  year;  and  the  house  was  sufficiently 
commodious  and  magnificent  to  serve  afterwards  for  the  town  mansion  of  the  Scottish 
primate.  The  ground  floor  of  the  building  was  formed  of  a  deeply  arched  piazza,  supported 
by  massive  stone  piers,  and  over  the  main  entrance  a  carved  lintel  bore  the  common 
inscription,  Blissit  .  be  .  yr  .  Lord  .  fok  .  all  .  nis  .  oiftis  .  15*8,  with  a  shield  impaled 
with  two  coats  of  arms,  and  the  initials  V.  N.,  H.  M.  A  fine  brass  balcony  projected  from 
the  first  floor,  which  has  doubtless  often  been  decorated  with  gay  hangings,  and  crowded 
with  fair  and  noble  spectators  to  see  the  riding  of  the  parliaments,  and  the  magnificent 
state  pageants  of  early  times.  This  interesting  old  tenement  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1814,  but  the  carved  lintel  has  been  preserved,  and  is  now  built  into  the  adjoining 
pend  of  North  Gray's  Close.  From  the  evidence  in  the  famous  Douglas  cause,  it  appears 
that  Lady  Jane  Douglas  resided  in  Bishop's  Land  soon  after  her  arrival  in  Scotland,  and 
was  visited  there  by  Lord  Prestongrange,  then  Lord  Advocate,  in  1752.'  Here  olso  is 
stated  to  have  been  the  house  of  the  first  Lord  President  Dundas,  and  the  birthplace  of 
the  celebrated  Viscount  Melville ;  ^  and  so  aristocratic  were  the  denizens  of  this  once 
fashionable  tenement,  that  we  have  been  told  by  an  old  citizen  there  was  not  a  family 
resident  in  any  of  its  fiats,  towards  the  end  of  the  century,  who  did  not  keep  livery  ser- 
vants— a  strange  contrast  to  their  plebeian  successors.  In  the  title-deeds  of  Archbishop 
Spottiswood's  mansion,  it  is  described  as  bounded  on  the  cast  by  the  tenement  sometime 
pertainihg  to  James  Henderson  of  Fordel,  This  was  no  doubt  the  house  referred  to  in 
the  "  Diurnal  of  Occurrents,"  where  it  is  said  that  Queen  Mary,  after  the  bootless  muster 
at  Carbery  Hill,  "  qulien  she  come  to  Edinburgh,  wes  lugeit  in  James  Hendersoucs  hous 

'  Case  u(  Reapundenta,  ful,  p.  34,  '  Ckainbere's  Tradiiiona,  vol,  i.  Appendix. 
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of  FordcU," '  and  although  tliis  Ih  aii  obvious  nuHtnke  for  8ir  Simon  Prciton'ii  rcHidenco 
in  the  Bluck  Turnpiitc,  it  is  i>rol)ul)lo  hIio  hud  lud^'cd  tlioro  on  8oiuo  eurlicr  and  hnppier 
occnsiou,  when  it  wus  no  very  unwonted  cirfunistiincc  for  licr  Miijusty  to  bcoomu  tlio  gueitt 
of  the  wealthier  citizens  of  the  capital.  Tiiis  old  hind,  Iiowcver,  has  also  disapiwared,  ond 
is  now  replaced  by  a  plain  and  unattractive  modern  erection. 

We  furnish  a  view  of  a  very  curious  and  beautiful  Qothio 
corbel,  curved  in  the  form  of  a  grotesque  liead,  with  leaves 
in  its  mouth,  which  was  found  on  the  cast  side  of  North 
Oruy's  Close,  about  twenty  years  since,  in  excavating  for  a  tan 
pit.  It  was  discovered  six  feet  below  the  ground ;  and  in  the 
course  of  digging,  the  workmen  came  upon  a  large  fragment 
of  wall,  of  very  substantial  nuisonry,  running  from  cast  to 
west,  and  completely  below  the  foundations  of  the  neigh- 
bouring houses.  We  have  examined  a  largo  collection  of 
title-deeds  of  the  surrounding  property  in  the  hope  of  dis- 
covering the  existence  of  some  religious  house  here  iu  early 
times,  of  which  these  arc  fragments,  but  the  earliest,  which 
is  dated  luT'^,  describes  nearly  the  whole  close  as  then  in  a  waste  and  ruinous  state — a 
condition  to  Avhich  it  appears  to  be  rapidly  returning,  after  having,  from  the  appearance 
of  the  old  buildings,  afforded  fitting  residence  for  titled  courtiers  and  wealthy  Largesses. 
These  discoveries,  however,  furnish  evidence  of  the  great  changes  which  have  taken  place 
on  Edinburgh  in  common  with  most  other  ancient  cities.  This  portion  of  the  town  has 
evidently  been  totally  destroyed  in  the  conflagration  eflected  by  the  Earl  of  Hertford's 
army  in  1544;  and  while  the  houses  iu  the  main  street  were  speedily  rebuilt,  the  ground 
to  the  north  lay  for  nearly  thirty  years  an  unoccupied  waste,  so  that  when  the  citizens  at 
length  began  to  build  upon  it,  they  founded  their  new  dwellings  above  the  consolidated 
ruins  of  the  older  capital.  The  carved  stone  was  preserved  in  the  nursery  of  Messrs 
Euglc  &  Henderson,  Leith  Walk. 

There  was  a  fine  old  stone  land  at  the  head  of  Bailie  Fife's  Close  on  the  west  side, 
which  bore,  on  a  largo  lintel  over  one  of  the  upper  windows,  the  Trotter  arms,  iu  bold 
relief;  two  stars  in  chief,  and  a  crescent  in  base;  with  the  initials  I.  T.,  I.  M.,  and  the 
date  1012.''  Another  ancient  tenement  remains  in  good  preservation,  in  Chalmers's  Close, 
which  iwssesses  claims  of  special  interest  to  the  antiquary,  as  one  of  the  very  few  now  left 
in  which  the  curious  sculjjtured  stone  niches  occur,  that  have  been  frequently  referred  to  in 
the  course  of  this  work.  The  house  stands  within  the  close,  on  the  west  side.  On  the 
first  floor  a  small  niche  ajipeurs,  at  the  right  side  of  the  doorway,  immediately  on  entering, 
and  in  the  opjwsite  wall  there  is  another  of  large  size,  and  a  highly  ornamental  character — 
though  now  dilapidated,  and  greatly  obscured  with  whitewash — through  which  a  window 
has  been  broken,  looking  into  Barringer's  Close.     Alongside  of  the  latter  niche  a  narrow 
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'  Diuriial  of  Occiirrciita,  p.  115. 

"  Another  Large  sliieltl  uccnra  on  a  panncl  above  the  ground  floor,  with  tho  initials  I.  P.,  M.  II.,  and  the  Parley  Anna 
(Yorkshire) — a  cheveron  between  three  mullets, — ini|uled  with  those  of  Hay.  Over  a  neatly  inoiildcd  doorway  below 
is  the  inscription  in  Koraan  characters,  now  greatly  defaced  :— BK  .  PASIliNT  .  IN  .  THK  .  [LOUD.]  [This  ancient 
dwelling-hoiise,  which  had  stood  for  nearly  250  years,  suddenly  fell  to  tho  ground  on  midnight  of  Saturday,  November 
10,  1861,  burying  in  its  ruins  thirty-five  persons.] 
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turnpike  stair  hna  formerly  afTnrdcil  bccch8  to  the  floor  alovc.  and  the  general  construction 
of  the  Apartment  rendcrR  it  exceedingly  probable  that  it  ir.  ^i  have  been  used  or  a  private 
chapel  before  the  llcformation.  It  w  now  nubdividcd  by  flimHy  modern  partitions,  and 
furnishes  a  residence  for  several  families.  The  only  cluo  afforded  by  the  title-deeds 
to  former  proprietors  of  any  note,  is,  that  licro  resided  a  worthy  burgess  of  last  century, 
competitor  with  the  author  of  the  Gentle  Shepherd,  in  his  earlier  occupation,  and 
the  grandfather  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  modern  citizens  of  Edinburgh, 
Lord  Francis  Jctfrcy,  with  whom  this  old  close  was  a  favourite  haunt  in  his  boy- 
hood. Over  the  doorway  of  the  adjoining  staircase,  which  projects  into  the  close, 
the  name  of  3|0^nC  ^Opf  is  cut  in  large  old  English  characters,  with  a  defaced  coat 
of  arms  between,  and  on  the  lowest  crow-step  a  shield  is  sculptured  with  armorial 
bearings,  and  the  initials  I'  H'  The  dilapidated  building  retains  considerable  traces 
of  former  raagniflcenco,  as  well  as  undoubted  evidence  of  an  early  date.  The  large 
windows  have  been  each  divided  with  a  mullion  and  transom,  and  are  finished  with 
unusually  rich  mouldings  at  the  sides.  The  hall  on  the  first  floor,  which  has  been  an 
apartment  of  considerable  size,  is  now  subdivided  into  separate  dwellings  by  slight 
wooden  partitions.  There  can  bo  little  doubt,  we  think,  from  the  style  of  lettering 
in  the  inscription  and  the  general  character  of  the  building,  that  this  is  the  mansion 
of  John  de  Hope,  the  founder  of  the  Ilopetoun  family,  who  came  from  France  in  1537, 
in  the  retinue  of  the  Princess  Magdalene,  Queen  of  James  V.,  and  who  afterwards 
became  a  substantial  burgher  in  the  Luckenbooths,  visiting  the  continent  from  time 
to  time,  and  importing  French  velvets,  silks,  gold  and  silver  laces,  and  the  like  valuable 
foreign  merchandise.'  It  seems  to  be  imqucstionable  that  no  other  John  Hope  existed  in 
Scotland  till  the  reign  of  Charles  I. ;  a  date  long  posterior  to  that  of  the  building.  This 
was  his  descendant,  Sir  John  Hope  of  Craighall,  the  eldest  son  of  the  celebrated  Lord 
Advocate,  who  was  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  during  the  Protectorate,  and  to 
whom  Charles  II.  owed  the  shrewd,  though  unpalatable  advice,  "  to  treat  with  Cromwell 
for  the  one  halff  of  his  cloakc  before  he  lost  the  quholc." 

In  the  next  alley,  which  is  termed  Sandilands'  Close,  a  large  and  remarkably 
substantial  stone  tenement,  forms  the  chief  feature  on  the  east  side,  and  presents  an 
appearance  of  great  antiquity.  The  ground  floor  of  this  building  is  vaulted  with  stone, 
and  entered  by  doorways  with  p<iinted  arches,  and  over  the  lower  of  these  is  a  neat  small 
pointed  window  or  loop-hole,  splayed  and  otherwise  constructed  as  in  early  Gothic 
buildings.  We  present  a  view  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  pieces  of  ancient  sculpture 
in  Edinburgh,  which  forms  part  of  the  internal  decorations  of  this  old  edifice.  It  seems 
to  be  intended  to  represent  the  offering  of  the  Wise  Men,  and  is  well  executed  in  bold 
relief,  although,  like  most  other  internal  decorations  in  the  Old  Town,  plentifully 
besmeared  with  whitewash.  It  appears  to  <brm  the  end  of  a  very  large  antique  fireplace, 
the  remainder  of  which  is  concealed  under  panneling  and  partitions  of  perhaps  a  century 
old,  while  another  of  the  contracted  dimensions  usual  in  later  times,  has  been  constructed 
in  the  further  corner.  It  is  exceedingly  probable  that  much  more  of  this  interesting 
sculpture  remains  to  be  disclosed  on  the  removal  of  these  novel  additions  of  recent  date. 

>  ColtneH  Colltotions,  Mait.  Club,  pp.  16, 17.  From  which  it  appenra  that  Jubn  da  Hope  and  hia  aon  Edward 
occupied  the  two  bootha  east  of  the  Old  Church  style. 
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Such  of  the  titlc-iU'0(U  of  this  property  ni*  wo  have  obtnincd  acccm  to  nrc  unfortiinntc'ly 
quite  motlern,  niul  coiitniii  no  refcrcnro  to  curly  proprietors ;  but  one  of  tlio  prcicnt 
owners  degoribcd  a  Hculptureil  stone,  contuininR  a  coat  of  arnm  surmountetl  by  a  mitre, 

that  was  removed  from  over  the  inner  tloorway 
some  years  since,  and  wliicli  ap|N>ars  to  liavo 
been  the  Kennedy  arms.     If  it  be  permiasiblo 
to  build  on  Muoh  slender  data,  in  the  absence 
of  all    other   evidence,    wo  have   hero,   in    all 
probability,    the    town    mansion    of   the   good 
Bishop    Kennedy,    the    muniflcent    patron    of 
learning,  and  the  able  and  upright  counsellor  of 
James  11.  and  III.'    Tlie  whole  npiwaranco  of  the 
building  is  jierfectly  consintent  with  this  supposi- 
tion.   The  form  and  decorations  of  the  doorways, 
particularly  those   already  described,  all   prove 
an  early  date ;  while  the  large  size  and  elegant 
mouldings  of  the  windows,  and   the    massive 
ap|)earance  of  tho  whole  building,  indicate  such 
magnificence    as  would  well  consort  with   tlic 
dignity  oi  the  primacy  at  that  early  period. 
A  very  fine  specimen  of  tho  ancient  timber-fronted  lands  of  the  Old  Town  stood  till 
within  the  lost  few  years  at  the  head  of  Trunk's  Close,  behind  the  Fountain  Well,  on  the 
site  of  a  plain  stone  tenement  that  has  since  replaced  it.     Tho  back  jwrtion  of  tho  old 
building,  however,  still  remains  entire,  including  several  rooms  with  fine  stuccoed  ceilings, 
ond  one  large  hall  beautifully  finished  with  richly  carved  piUasters  and  oak  panneling, 
which  is  described  in  tho  title-deeds  as  "presently" — i.e.,  in  1739 — "a  meeting-house 
poBsest  by  Mr  William  Cocburn,  minister  (if  the  gospel."     It  had  previously  formed  the 
residence  of  Sir  John  Scot  of  Aucrum,  the  first  of  that  title,  who  was  created  a  baronet  by 
Charles  II.  in  1071.     From  him  it  \    «  acquired  by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  of  Stobs,  in  1703, 
and  here  resided  that  baronet,  and  i...  more  illustrious  son.  General  Elliot,  tho  gallant 
defender  of  Gibraltar,  better  known  by  his  title  of  Lord  Heathfield.     On  tho  i)ediment 
over  tho  window  of  a  fine  old  sttme  land  on  the  west  side  of  Trunk's  Close,  is  the  inscrip- 
tion in  bold  clmrocters  :— HODIE  •  MIHI  •  CRAS  •  TIBI  •     It  is  worthy  of  notice  that 
the  same  inscription  is  appropriately  carved  in  similar  characters  over  the  splendid  tomb 
of  Tliomas  Bannatine,  in  the  Greyfriars'  Churchyard.     Several  other  ancient  tenements  in 
this  close  are  worthy  of  inspection  for  their  antique  irregularity  of  construction. 

But  the  chief  Lion  among  the  venerable  fabrics  of  the  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh  has 
long  been  the  singularly  picturesque  structure  which  terminates  tho  High  Street  towards 
the  east,  and  forms  the  mansion  provided  shortly  after  the  Kcformation,  at  the  expense  of 
the  town,  for  its  first  parish  minister,  tho  great  Reformer,  John  Knox,    Chambers  remarks 


'  A  confuted  tradition  of  ita  having  been  an  Episcojuil  resilience  is  still  preaerve<l  among  the  iuhabitanta,  founded,  it 
may  be  presumed,  on  the  sculptured  mitre.  The  old  dame  who  first  admitted  us  to  insjiect  it,  stated  that  it  waa  Bishop 
SuniiUandt'  liouse ;  a  name,  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  remark,  not  to  be  found  In  Keith's  list. 

Vio.sErrE — Ancient  Sculpture,  Sandilands'  Close. 
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of  it; — "Thin  in  |H>rhii|Hi  thu  olilc«t  iilonn  liuil<lin((  of  a  privittc  n«tiiri<  now  cxintiiiK  hrrni 
for  it  wu  iiihnhitcil,  iN'foni  Jolin  Kiiox'n  liiiic,  hy  Ocorgu  hiirio,  AblMit  >f  IhinfiTtnline 
oiul  Ari'li-lh'iin  of  Ht  Aixlrowii."  K  '  wtut  |ironiot('<l  to  Ituiirrriiiliiio  .ly  KiiiK  Jniiioi 
V.  in  15:11),  nnd  wnit  ciinoniiicil  liy  tlio  Cliiirch  of  Konic  within  two  yuar*  uftor  liin 
dentil.  No  ovitlunro  now  n|i|i«'iirii  in  tlio  litli-ili'cdii  of  Ihu  |iro|N'rty  to  nfl'ord  n  rliiii  to 
tliii  or  nny  otlicr  of  iln  I'lirlior  iKHfii^NiiorM,  liut  tiiu  tradition  liuii  \m'ii  lon^  univcrNnlly 
received  wliicli  iiNMi^^nii  it  iin  tliu  ri'«iden('c  of  the  Itefornier.  Here,  in  tlie  year  \<h'>\>,  ho  look 
up  hio  niMide,  iilonK  with  hiit  fiiitliful  wife,  Miirjoriu  Howe*,  liiN  eonipnnion  durin)(  yeiiri 
of  wandering  and  danger,  hut  who  did  not  lon^  Nurvive  hiit  Rcltlement  in  thi*  nioro 
|ironiiHin)(  phico  of  rewt.  To  Iho  innio  houiie,  in  \M'.\,  ho  hrouKlit  hi*  iiucond  wife,  Mar- 
garet Htowarl,  daughter  of  '*  Iho  good  Iiord  Uchillrue,"  wIioho  alleclionii  hiii  defaineri 
alHrmed  lie  liad  gained  liy  Moreery.  Nieol  Itiirne,  in  that  euriouN  work,  '*  A  diii|iutHtion 
eonrerning  thu  controverNit  headdiii  of  religion,"  re|ireNcnlN  him  going  for  Inn  hride, 
"  rydnnd  with  nne  gret  eourt  on  nno  trim  gelding,  noeht  lyk  ano  prophet  or  uno  auld 
deerepit  prieMt,  mn  lie  wan,  hot  lyk  iim  he  had  lieno  anu  of  lli(>  Idiide  royal,  with  liiii  bondci 
of  tufletio  feNelinit  with  golden  ringiM  and  preciouH  HtanvN ;  and  a«  i«  ploinliu  re|H)rtit  in 
the  country,  l*o  Horeeriu  and  witehcraft,  did  nun  allure  that  puir  gentlewoman  that  Hcho 
rnuld  not  leve  without  him." 

Tlic  lioUHO  where  Knox  hax  received  the  menMciigprM  nf  Queen  Mary,  the  noblo*  of  tho 
court,  nnd  tho  lenderH  of  the  Congregation,  in  now  rapidly  falling  to  decay;  but  it  iitill 
retiiiuH  the  traeex  of  former  iiingniflceiice.  From  itii  peeiiliar  ]MiHltion,  projecting  into  the 
thoroughfare,  and  presenting  itx  wcHtern  front  up  the  lligli  Street,  it  in  one  of  tlio  motit 
rotnarkahle  Iiouhch  in  the  Olil  Town  ;  forming  a  subject  well  calculated  to  tempt  tho  nrtisfa 
])cneil,  even  thoiigii  it  wiinted  tiie  adventitioUH  aid  of  liiNtorical  niiHoeiationH.  A  long 
inHcriptioti  cxteii(U  over  nearly  tho  whole  front,  immediately  above  the  ground  floor  ;  but  it 
iH  unfortunately  concealed,  all  but  the  firHt  two  wonU,  by  tho  sign-boardfi  of  tho  trader*, 
who  have  Huccecded  to  the  occupancy  of  the  iincient  tenement.  It  Ih  in  large  Itomnn 
characters,  and  is  umlerHtood  to  run  tliiw  :— LVFE  •  (JUI)  •  AHOVK  •  AL  •  AND  • 
YOVR  •  NICHTlKtVU  •  AS  •  YI  •  HKLF.  A  Miinll  eftigy  of  the  Heformcr  hnR  long 
decora  .  mo  angle  of  the  old  building,  on  which  the  pious  care  of  HucccHHive  tennntg  has 
liocn  expended,  with  a  zeal  not  nlways  a])preciatcd  by  their  fellow-citizeiiH.  Hn  occupies 
a  pulpit  of  I'rcgbyterian  Himplieity  of  form,  nnd  iM)int8  with  his  right  hand  to  n  curiouRly 
carved  stone,  whereon  the  name  of  the  l>city  appears,  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  English, 
surrounded  by  u  glory  on  the  side  towards  the  preacher,  while  clouds  gather  around  it 
on  the  further  side.  Over  ii  large  ktw  window  n  carved  stone  is  pierced  with  n  circular 
aperture,  now  closed  up,  but  which,  from  its  position,  BUggcsts  the  idea  of  having  been 
constructed  for  a  juiblic  clock.  Such  of  tho  stone-work  as  remains  ex|H)Hed  is  of  jiolished 
ashlar,  but  numerous  timber  additions  have  been  made  to  the  original  fabric  in  early 
times.  Among  these,  a  small  apartment  on  the  south  front  is,  in  all  ]>robability,  tho 
study  constructed  for  him  at  the  exjicnse  of  the  town,  soon  after  ho  took  up  his  abode 
tlievc,  in  conformity  with  the  following  act  of  Council :—  "  Tlic  samino  day  the  Provost, 
Haillics,  and  (.'ounsail,  ordanis  the  Dene  of  (Jyld,  with  all  diligence,  to  make  anc  warme 
stiilyc  of  dailies  to  the  minister,  John  Knox,  within  his  hous,  abone  the  hall  of  the  same, 
with  lyght  and  wyndokis  thereunto,  and  nil  other  neccsgnris."     Tliere,  therefore,  we  may 
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Mifve,  WM  tlii<  |)litr«  whithor  tho  Ili'rKnni'r  williilrrtr  for  privnto  «hiily  iiri<l  tli'votioii,  nml 
witcro  tli(<  cliii'f  |Nirti«ii  of  hi*  liiitory  wn*  wriltt>ii. 

Thi<  pliMtor  fi<ilin)(of  lh«>  liall  it|i|it<iirit  to  Ih>  n  work  alioiit  \\w  tiiiio  «t  Clmrli'o  II.,  Iml  a 
gri'itt  |Hirtion  of  it  liim  now  ^ivi'ii  wiiy,  nml  ilixrloNoit  tlic  uriiKMniil  ouk  Iwiuiin  iuhI  iilntikinK 
of  llitt  (loor  nhovc,  whirl)  nre  |Hkiiiti'il  in  tlio  iityli<  wi>  linrc  nlrriuly  ilciionlM'ii  in  tlii<  lU'coiint 
of  lllyth'ii  ('loic,  Trmlition  Iiim  inilii*trioniily  Inhoiiroil  to  lulil  to  tlii<  iwMociulionii  of  thn 
old  liiiililin^  ity  iini'h  I'liiiniiy  invontioim  ni«  iN'triiy  tlioir  ii|iiirioii!(iii'iipi.  A  viiiiit  iiiiiK'rnunth 
Ihii  utrt'ct,  wliicli  c'onliiinM  a  covori'il  well,  iit  t'xliiliitcil  to  thn  ctiriouit  liy  the  tcnnnt  of  thii 
"  \a\^\\  nhop,"  hm  th«>  m'cnc  of  Di'crot  l)n|itiMniii  of  i-liil<lr(<n  Wloro  tho  lt«'l'ornmlion  ;  nt  a 
tinio  when  it  mori<  prolmlily  fornicil  n  convenient  ri'ceptitt'le  for  tho  );oo<l  Alihot'n  wino«, 
anil  witncNiiiMl  no  other  ChriMtiiin  riten  thiin  thoiiu  over  which  \\\*  hiitler  preniileil.  Tlio 
"  preiu'liiti^  wiiiilow  "  hiix  hImo  been  lon^  |H>inte(l  out,  from  whence  the  Iteforiner,  M'eord- 
in^  to  tliu  fiiuno  flulhorily,  wn*  wont  to  ailiircKM  the  |MipiilHCo  niiNenilile<t  liulow.  Tho 
interi'Dtiii^  narrtitive  of  liii«  hi«t  Mernion  in  Ht  (>ilei«'i<  C'hiireh.niul  thu  m-eno  thitt  followed, 
when  hilt  eoM)^re>;utioii  lingered  in  the  lli^h  Htrect,  wiitrhin^',  an  for  the  liiitt  time,  the 
fueldo  Ktepii  of  their  u^ud  puntor,  HceniM  thu  liei«t  eonfutation  of  tluK  <ift-re|H>iiled  tradition, 
which  certainly  rocoiveii  no  <'ouiitenancu  from  hixtory.  Anions  theHO  HpnriouM  traditionii, 
we  are  aJMo  inclined  to  reckmi  that  which  aHMi^mt  the  old  Itcfornier**  Iioumc  to  thu  cele- 
l)riit"d  ]irinter,  Thoniiti*  llaioiandync,  Society  CloHe,  in  itw  nei)(hhoiirhood,  waN  indeed 
formerly  called  llaMriiindyne'it  CloHe,  nit  iip|ii<arH  by  tho  titloNi  but  rrcn  if  thin  bti  in 
reference  to  the  printer,  which  we  (|iieNtion,  it  would  rather  diNcredit  than  cotilirni  tim 
tradition,  nit  another  land  intervened  between  that  and  the  famed  old  tcnenient.'  There  Ih 
an  nnecHK  to  Knnx'H  Hounu  by  a  utair  in  thu  an^lu  iM'liind  the  I'ountain  Wvll,  in  tho  wall 
of  which  ii<  a  doorway,  now  built  up,  waid  to  communicatu  with  a  mibterrancan  paNHago 
leading  to  a  considerable  dintance  towards  thu  north. 

It  lit  impngHJblo  to  traverKe  the  ruined  apartmenti*  of  tliii*  ancient  nuinition  without  fcel- 
inxK  of  deep  and  unwonted  interuHt.  To  the  admirern  of  the  intrepid  l{4'fornu'r,  it  awukeuH 
thoughti*  not  only  of  liimHulf  but  of  the  work  which  he  ho  eti'ectually  promoted;  to  all  it 
is  intercHting  im  intimatuly  nxMociatud  with  nu'inorubic  cventi*  in  HcotliMh  hintory.  Tlieru 
havu  aHHcmbled  the  KarU  of  Murray,  Morton,  and  (ilenciiirn  ;  I.oriU  lloyd,  l.iniUay, 
Ituthven,  and  Ochiltree,  and  many  otherx,  agenli*  of  the  Court,  aH  well  an  its  most  reitoliitu 
opponent)) ;  and  within  the  fudod  and  crumbling  hall,  councilM  havo  been  matured  that 
exercixod  a  hiKting  intluenco  on  tho  natiomtl  deHtiuics.     There,  too,  was  thu  Ncuno  of  his 

^  Wp  have  diHCtivered  in  tho  BiirRli  Clmrter  IttHim  A  ile«<l  of  iliiipoAUitin  rHfcrririK  to  part  of  thin  prnpiTtjr,  nnd  nf  nn 
wriirrdat*  thiiii  «iiy  now  In  tlm  lianiU  of  tho  proprii-tori,  vl«  :— "  DUiioiilimi  nf  IIuuk  in  Ntlhtr  Iluir,  .ViinA  1,  lil'it, 
Atfioune  Batuntiynt  and  othtrt  to  John  Hinninif,"  Uim  of  the  olfirra  U  AlaaauiliT  Crawford,  a«t  hualmiitl,  while  the 
property  Appuiira  to  have  been  originally  acipiirt'd  hy  her  im  HpotiNo  of  01114"  Alttaiindfr  Kur,  two  of  whoHe  duoghtfra 
by  her  are  naineil,  along  with  their  btittbaiidK,  oa  joint  contracting  partica  in  tho  flii4|io«ition  ;  and,  it  may  be  added, 
"  tinKi"  Alexandor  Itichanlaon,  ■nine  time  apoune  to  inn,  the  aald  Aleaoune,"  an  inturnieiliate  huabaiiil,  ia  mentioned  In 
the  deed.  The  hoiite  ia  altuatetl  down  the  cloite,  and  ia  lionndtd  "by  the  waate  land  di'itoi-nding  north  to  the  wall  of 
Trinity  College  on  the  north  .  .  .  and  the  waato  land  of  uni'iuile  Jainua  HiuMondyno  on  the  itooth  parta,"  Thia  deed  la 
dated  only  forty-soveii  yeara  after  the  death  t>f  the  printer ;  no  that  Jamea  waa,  in  all  probability,  a  contemporary  or  pre* 
deceiaor.  Neither  he  uor  Aleaunn  ia  referred  to  an)on^  the  printer'a  relativea  in  hia  will  (lianti.  Miac.  vol.  ii.  p.  2o;i), 
but  **  AleNoun  llaaaindyne,  my  dochter,"  ia  appointed  one  of  the  exeeiitora  in  thu  will  of  Kathariixt  Norwt-ll,  the  widow 
of  the  printer,  who  had  married  a  aeconil  time,  and  ilied  in  1SU3  (ibid,  p.  'iW),  ami  to  whom  ahe  leavca  her  "  twa  lieat 
Dew  blak  gowneia.  twa  pair  of  now  cloikia,  and  twa  new  wylie  cottia,  with  ane  signet  «if  gold,  and  aiie  ring  with  twa 
ataneia."  She  waa  pr-ibably  the  old  printer'a  only  child,  and  an  Infant  at  the  time  of  hia  deci'aae.  7*l)o  huuae,  which 
w«  believe  to  have  been  that  uf  Thomu  Bwaeudyne,  ia  deacribcd  towarda  the  cluoe  uf  thia  chapter. 
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cirk|M  fVitm  tlia  ihot  nf  an  MMUiin,  wliith  itriii'k  lh«  etmlUatick  iNtfora  lilm  M  ha  Mt  at 
hii  uliiilifni  mill  witlilii  llit'io  wklU  liu  mi  lunylli  i>«|iiri'il,  in  ilia  lixty-M'Vi'iilli  yi-ur  of  hi* 
■ft,  "  liot  *(i  niui'li  (i|i|iri'M(>t|  with  yinm  im  worn  nut  kmi  vihnuituil  hy  hi*  fttriMiriliuiiry 
labour  of  lioily  nml  itiixii'ly  of  iiiiml." 

A  rniiK>)  of  very  |iii'liiri'iii|uv  ImiMiiiK*  oticn  fnrnieU  thn  fontiiiunu*  row  f^om  "  Kuox'* 
(^oruer,"  to  tho  «it«  of  IIik  uncifiit  Ni'thcr  llow  I'nrt,  hut  timt  hiuy  ih'«troyi>r,  Tiiiin,  lotitii* 
oct'Mionnlly  to  wax  itn|Mk(ii'tit  nf  lii<  own  ordinury  ilow  o|N>riiliouii,  itnti  to  ili'tnujiah  with 
m  Kwiftur  liitiul  wimt  li«  hit*  ix'tfii  llioiiuht  iiirjiiiiil  to  ii|Mkr«>.  Oiitt  of  tluni,  m  iiirioiii 
tpeoiniun  of  the  itni'iviit  tiiiiiK'r>fronliMl  IuiiUji.  iiinl  with  KUi-rvMlvD  tiurn  of  winthiw*  iliviiluil 
only  hy  nnrrow  iiilaNtcri,  hii*  ri'ci'ntly  lictm  ciirtiiilud  hy  •  itory  in  hitit(ht  nml  rohlM><|  of 
it*  nio*t  chiiriK'tiTlHtio  fi'uliirc*,  to  |iri'Rtirvii  fur  a  littlu  Inn^ur  whut  n-nuiin*,  whilo  the 
liou«u  iinnu'iliutoly  t  <  llic  t'lwt  of  Knoa'*,  which  trwiition  |Niinti>i|  out  u*  tho  nmntion  of 
Iho  noblu  fiimily  of  nulnicriiiocli,  hiut  now  iliiiii|i|H-arud,  Imvintf  litrrully  tumlilud  to  tiio 
((round.  Ininii'diuti^ly  U'liind  thn  «ilu  of  thin,  on  the  w«*t  Midu  of  Htnivty  Cloao,  nn 
auciflnt  nlono  land,  of  iiiiit(ulur  rouNtruution,  Uiitr*  thu  following;  in«rri|ition  ovur  it*  iimin 
cntriince  :-U  •  II  •  IIOIHK  ■  MlllI  •  CUAH  •  TMU  •  V\\\.  •  lOITVIl  ■  CVllAH  •  There 
n(i|N!ar*  to  hnvit  Ix'cn  adutf,  luit  it  i«  Dow  illv^ililu,  Tlio  ilourway  ((ive*  ncuv**  to  a  ruriou* 
han);in^  turn|iiki>  Mtitir,  *U|i|iorti'i|  on  corlMiU  formed  hy  tho  |irojei'tion  of  the  itono  •li'in 
on  thu  timt  Hour  licyond  thu  wall.  Tlii*  i«  the  iiinio  touument  uiroady  ruferrcd  to  a*  the 
pro|)i>rly  of  AluKon  lliMMciiilyiiu,  thu  printer'*  duu^htcr.  The  alley  hear*  the  name  of 
UiUMuiidytiu'ri  ('loMu,  ill  thi'  eurlie*t  titlu*  ;  more  recuntly  it  ii  *tylod  I'lmnturo  Clone,  from 
the  reiiiilt'lice  tliuru  of  Julin  Muule  of  Inverkeilory,  np|Niinted  u  Itarou  of  tho  (.'oiirt  of 
Kxi'hei|uer  in  I74H — u  KriiiidHoti  of  (he  fourth  Kurl  of  rnnmuro,  uttuiiited  in  I7I*>  for  hi* 
ttdhercnco  to  the  Hluiirt*.  The  larf{u  *tone  niunniou  which  liu  occupied  al  tho  foot  of  tlu> 
clone,  wuM  ufterward*  aci|iiired  hy  the  Society  for  l'ro|itt)(iktinf(  L'hri*tian  KiiowIuiIkc, 
founded  in  IT<>|,  and  erected  into  a  hody-coriNirutu  hy  (jiiueu  Anne.  Iti«  chief  ajmrt- 
nieiit  wiiH  UHud  u*  their  Hull ;  from  which  circiun*tancu  the  pretout  name  of  the  clo*e 
ori^'itiuted. 

The  old  timber  land  to  tho  eaiit  of  thi*  uloto  i*  Mkid  to  have  been  the  Exci*o  OtIIco 
in  eiiriy  tiiiiex,  in  proof  of  which  the  royal  uriiiH  are  pointed  out  over  the  fir*t  tlonr. 
The  Hitiiution  wan  periiliiirly  convenient  for  |,;uurdiii^  tho  principal  )(ute  of  the  city,  and 
thu  ilirect  avenue  to  the  neighbouring  Hcu|Mirt.  It  i*  u  Mtately  erection,  of  eonMidcrublo 
nnti(iuity,  and  we  doubt  not  hiiM  lod^'cd  much  more  ini|Hirtunt  olRcial  occupant*  than  tho 
Ilunoveriun  excisemen.  It  liii*  an  oUtMide  Htair  lending  to  n  xtone  turnpike  on  thu  tirnt 
Ihior,  nml  over  the  doorway  of  the  latter  ia  the  motto  DKVS  •  HKNKDICTAT.  Since 
(ieor^u  II. 'it  rei^ni,  the  Kxcixu  Ollice  ha*  run  tlirou>;li  itH  coume  with  an  many  and 
rapid  vieisHitudcn  uh  nii^'lit  HuOicc  to  mark  the  career  of  a  protli;(utc  Hpendthrift.  In  it* 
earlier  dayw,  when  a  Ihior  of  the  old  laud  in  tho  Nether  Uow  Hulllced  for  it*  iiccomiuoda- 
tioUH,  it  wiiH  rcj^iirded  an  forumost  aiiioii|r  the  detCHted  fruitn  of  the  Union.  From  tlienco 
it  removed  to  more  coniiiiodiouH  cliatiibcrH  in  tho  Cowgate,  nince  demoiinhed  to  make  way 
for  the  Mouthurn  pieri*  of  ()c(ir);c  I\'.  Dridgo.  It*  next  re*ting-placo  was  the  large  tene- 
ment on  the  Kouth  wide  of  CbcHHerH  Court,  in  the  Canoiigate,  the  Hcenc  of  thu  notorioii* 
Ucueon  lirodie'*  luitt  robiicry.  From  thence  it  wo*  removed  to  Sir  Luwrcuco  DundoM's 
Hpleudid  uuuHiou  in  St  Andrew  Si|imro,  uow  occupied  by   the  Itoyal  Kank.      Thi*  may 
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Ini  riiiiaiil<-riM|  III  I'liliiMimiliiir  |Nilti(.  Il  ilraivmliil  lhi<ri<nn><r  to  Id'HfViiK  llnriait  In 
hriitiirii(iM(|  |'liii'i<,  liiiill  liv  Ui'iii<ri>l  Hi'olt,  llii<  riilhi<r-iii-lnw  nf  Mr  I'niitiltitr.  wliirli  lii>ii*« 
WM  ili'H)>i||«lii<i|  ih  Mt'l,  ill  rntii|ili<|iii|f  lht<  tiiiiiiiil  III'  III*   Killiiliiiruli  ikinl   l>  illi  Itiiilwny  I 

Uml    llilt*,    Mil    lM'lit'Vt>,    llltl   >'I|I'I««'IIIMI>  III!    ImIIKI'I'    |Hl«lll'*a(<«    It    "  Uli'ltl     llllllltnllilll   "    Wlllllll    lIlK 

Hi'iiOiali  rn|i|titl. 

Oil  till'  HKiillitirii  alitii  lY  till'  llluli  ^<tri'<l,  U'luw  "  ilu'  'rrmi,"  ■mux  fi<w  ri'iimin*  uf 
•iitii|iiily  linvi'  i'*i'it|ii'i|  ||ii<  riitlili'n*  lininl  nf  i|t'«lriirtliiii,  iIumikIi  Iho  Ki'iinrikl  I'liiirni'tMr  nf 
lh>'  liiiililiiiK*  |iiirtiiki'«  litrKi'ly  of  iiiml'  rn  Inriii'tuniii  uihI  iiiai|ililily,  I'ri'viuiu  lo  til* 
cnriiMii'iir>>iiii<iit  nf  ilii'  Hi>\\\\\  ltriilt{i<  ill  I . --.I,  III!'  I'lul  I'tiil  III'  Ihii  'I'liiii  I'liurrli,  wliirh  Iiim 
■iiK'ii  lii't'ii  I'liiiaiilcrulily  I'lirliiili'il,  itliiilli>il  mi  In  n  liirtri<  iiinl  ulitli'ly  ruiiuii  uf  ImiiIiIiiik  uf 
|iiilialu<i|  Malilur,  with  III)  iiri'lii'il  |iiikx/,ii,  aii|i|Mirt<<il  on  almin  jiilliira,  rtli'iiiliiiK  nImiK  twinrly 
till'  wliiil.i  frmil.  A  lurttc  nrrliwny  in  lliia  Imililiiiir,  liittiiiikliuli>ly  iiiyniiiiiiK  llin  I'tiiiri'li, 
fiiriiiiiil  llu<  riitritiii'i)  In  Miirliti'a  Wyiui,  in  I'miil  <i|'  wliii'li  n  rnw  of  aix  «lmii>«,  funning 
tliu  aliuiNi  of  a  I'lilhii,  luilii'iilfil  till'  ttntvt'  iif  Murliii,  u  Fniiii'linmii,  wlm,  Imviiitr  tirat  imvvU 
llii<  lli^li  Slrci'l  in  till'  ai\|i'('iilli  I'l'tiliiry,  ai'i<iiia  In  liiivi<  cniianliTi'il  lliitl  ii«i>fiil  work  Ilia 
iM'at  |iulilii;  liiiiiiiiliii'iit  ;  lull  tllii  rlliili)(i'a  I'll'i'i'li'il  mi  tilia  liiciilily  liitvu  Kiiitt  aiiirn  iililili<- 
rnti'il  till!  iiuvior'a  aiiii|ili'  niiiMinriitl.  Tliti  aikin<>  i|i>atriiiiivi>  ii|N>ritlimi*awi>|il  iiwny  tlui  wlmln 
of  Niililiy'a  Wyiiil,  iiii  iiiii'ii'iit  itlloy,  itliiiiiinliiiK  Willi  iiilrri'aliiiif  I'lilirica  nf  lui  t'ltrly  iluli', 
•ml  aaaoi'iuloil  with  antlU!  of  tlu<  Illoat  cMliticliI  I'ilixi'lia  of  foriiiiir  lilili>a.  |li<rii  wua  tin* 
civic  |inliH>u  of  Nifol  Udwanl,  I'rovoit  of  Kiliiiliiir|{li  in  InOl,  •  InrKv  ninl  Viry  lmuilaniiu> 
i|iiiulmii|;li)  liiiililiii);,  iif  iinifortii  uri'liiti'i'tiinil  ilt<Ni){ii  uml  i>lii}(itiit  |iro|Nirtiona,  in  wliirli 
Kin^  iFutnoa  VI.  nml  liia  giu'oii  look  up  tlu'ir  ri'aii|t>tit'i>  for  n  titiii>  in  I.MH,'  Tliia 
liiiililiiiK  iipfM'iira,  from  tliii  ilL>a(*r)|ition  of  it,  to  liitvc  U'tiD  niiu  of  the  nmat  nrngiiiliiiiiit 
|irivittii  (iililli-r*  of  ihi>  Oltl  Town.'  In  llio  «itnii<  wyiui,  ii  littii'  fiirtlii>r  ilowi  on  tlio 
o|i|ioaiit>  *iili>,  aloud  St  Miiry'a  ('liit|it<l,  iiii  niicimt  ri'li^ioiia  I'mimliilimi  ili'iliciitcil  to  lliu 
Vir((iii  Mnry.  It  wiia  fmimlol  511(1  piiilnwi'il  liy  Klixiilirlli,  t'onntcaa  of  Knaa,  in  KilM, 
tlu<  willow  of  iFoliii,  Ijoril  of  llii>  lali'H,  wlio  wua  milluwi'il  ami  forl'riliMl  liy  <litini'a  III.  for 
trt>uaonitlili>  L'orr('a|imiili'ni'(>  with  Kilwunl  IV.  of  Kiiirhiiul.  Hlio  wiia  tlm  olijcat  iluiij(lit(>r 
uf  iliiniiia,  Lord  LivinKi*ton,  (Jront  ('hiinilH>rluiii  of  Hcollunil,  and  it|i|i<>ura  to  huvii  hold 
t'onaidorulilii  |iro|H>rty  liy  a|Hviiil  rliurtcra  in  hor  own  Itchulf.  A  itiodcrn  i>ilillci>  lina  lii>i>ii 
■uhatiluti'd  for  tliu  uncii-nt  ('liik|i<'l  lioforo  liio  di'inolilioii  of  N'iililry'a  U'ynd,  whirli  fornii'il 
the  hull  of  tlio  ror|Hirution  of  wrighta  nnd  niuamia,  It  wiim  m-ijiiirvd  liy  tlii'in  in  IHIN, 
■ini'ii  whii'h  tlit'V  liuvc  liorni'  the  niinii)  of  tlio  I'liihul  liirDr/mriifiim.i  c/'  .\ffiiy'i>  Chii/u'l. 
The  nuiilorn  crciiion  ii|i|K-ur('il  from  it«  atylu  to  liuvi>  lireii  liiiilt  curly  in  llu>  I'i^'liti.'onlh 
century,  nnd  ila  niinm  ia  now  trunafurrcd  to  tlicir  un|ircti>ndinK  hull  in  HcII'm  Wyml. 

On  cntcriiijf  Dirkxon'a  CjoFtc,  u  little  further  down  the  alreet,  the  tir*t  limiae  the  viailor 
cuincM  to  on  the  left  liuiid  ia  ii  iieiit  and  very  NnliKtuiitiul  alone  edifh'c,  evidently  the  work 
of  Itiihort  .Mylne,  uml  huilt  iihoiit  the  |K>riud  of  thu  Uevolntion.  Of  ila  tirat  ()crn|Minla 
wo  run  ^'ive  no  uer  'unt,  Imt  one  of  ita  iimre  recent  inhaliitanta  '\*  caleiiluted  to  ^ivu  it  u 
(loculiur  iiitereat.  Here  wua  the  roaideiire  of  |)avid  Allan,  "  mir  Sentli><h  Mo^'arth,"  ua 
III'  wuH  calleil,  nn  urtiat  of  uiidoiilited  );eniua,  whoae  fair  funic  hua  Mutl'ered  liy  thu  lunio 
inaiiiidily  which  inferior  eni;riivera  have  infused  into  Ilia  illiiKtrutiona  to  Hainauy  uml 
IhiriiH.  Thu  Hiitirio  hnniour  and  drollery  of  hia  well-known  "  reluiku  Hcetie  "  in  a  country 
■  Aiilr,  \t.  tU.  ■  Fur  a  ili'Uilu<l  .iCL'uuiit  uf  tiiii  vury  iuUraatiiiK  old  liullding,  tidt  Miuur  Atitli|uitiM,  |>  'JU7. 
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rhnrrh,  knit  th*  llvnljr  it«|irt<iaii)ii  »nil  i|ilrit  of  itia  "  (UMivrnl  StwuMy,"  uml  nlhiT*  >if 
bU  own  •ti'liliiKi)  »ni|ily  JiMttfy  tli«  i'hiir»i'Uir  hu  nijuyiMl  MriioiiK  liii*  i'iitit«iii|i<irurii'*  m  n 
truthful  i»iMi  lmini>r<iM«  ili'liiii'iitnr  nf  iii»tiiri>.  Il«  ■lU'riu'ili'il  Itiiiiriiimn  tt«  mitiiti'r  nf  llm 
Airiuli'iiijr  r*Ulill«lu'i|  liy  tlii'  Itiiitril  >>f  Triiilrt'*,  lliii  I'liMnc*  nf  wliiili  llicii  nut  In  lh« 
t'ii!li'K<'i  whili'  III!  ri't'i'ivi'tl  |irivi»t«  |in|iil«  itt  lii*  nwn  Ikhi'I'  In  |)|i'k«iin'*  Clnai'.'  A  liltia 
lowiir  itiiwn  llu'  climii  nil  tliii  •niiia  «iil<t,  aii  ohl  ninl  I'urinu*  ititnu  li'Uainunt  U'lirt  nti  it* 
|i)Wi>r  i'riiw«tr|i  thn  Hitlilnirtiin  Anna,  iMitmli'il  with  niiutln'r  ciHtt,  mi  <>nt*  ahii'lil.  It  i«  » 
■iiiKiiliirly  uiii<|iii'  anil  tiiiiit-worn  tM|i(|i:i>,  uviiitMitly  nf  I'miaiilcralili'  untii|iiily.  A  viirinna 
iloulili*  winiliiw  iirnjct'l*  on  •  i'iirlK*l«il  Immu  iut<>  llu)  rlnai',  wliilu  llni  wlmln  alDiii'-wnrk  ia 
a<>  niiii'li  iltM'iiycil  na  i^ri'utly  to  mM  to  it*  |iii'tiiri'a>|iti'  i'liuriirii>r.  In  llii<  I'lirlii'at  ilci'il 
wliicli  fxiata,  iH'itrinK  '''"  'I"'*'  l'*'^''^i  )<•  '('•'>'  |>ri>|>ri<'|iir,  Mitati'r  •littnr^  llitlyliiirtoii  u 
titlu  tlit'n  of  aonu)  niti«ninK  -><•  aiHilii'n  of  iii  iinlwllnitu  turni*  ua  mm//''  or  ilci'i'iiai'il  i  ao 
timt  it  ia  »  liiiililintt  |)roliuhly  of  l)iu  i>«rly  jmrt  nf  iIh'  aixli'i'iiili  o'litiiry.  It  iil'icrwiinla 
WM  thu  ruaiilcni'K  of  Hir  John  llitlidiiy  of  rillylmlt'.  Tin*  nmat  inliTotiiiK  fm  t,  linwi<vi*r, 
broiiKlit  out  by  thvao  cnrly  titiua,  nuouri  iu  duliniiiK  tliu  iMiumtitriua  of  tin'  iimiHTty, 
wliurvin  it  ia  iti'arrilK<il  aa  liuvlii|<  "tint  truna  of  tlu'  |iri'lH'niliiri<'a  nf  llic  kirk  nf  Cri^lilniiii 
on  tilt)  ciiat  imirt  nnii  oyr  purti-a  ;  "  an  thiil  ii  I'nnaiilt'riililf  fiiirt  of  ('Hiil'a  Chmi'  ii|i|M'ura 
til  liiivu  bci'ii  (K-eii|ii«)il  ill  e»rly  tiniva  liy  luuk-aiuatirul  liiiililinxM  in  coiiiu'itlnii  with 
tliu  I'huri'h  of  Crii-htoii,  i>r«i'tu<l  into  u  I'olh'giuttt  fnuinhilinii  in  ttlU  by  Hir  Win, 
Crii'hton,  lioril  llixli  (Jliikiii't'llor  of  Hi'otluinl.'  Dirurtly  o|t|Hiaitit  In  thn  ailc  of  i\\'\* 
ii  Biiotlivr  tict'lvaiiuticitl  utIiHt'o,  till)  iniinainii  of  till)  Ablait  of  Mt'lroao,  wliii'h  tnlira 
from  Htrii'hi'ii'a  ('loat>.  It  la  n  hir^n  itntl  aiiliatnntinl  »toni<  Iniihliii);,  cm^lnain);  u  Nniiiil 
*i|iiiiru  or  Court  in  thu  cciitrt',  thv  orlKiiiul  uiri-aM  to  which  act'ina  to  huvo  iliaii|i|it'uri'(l. 
Tliu  wliolu  buihIiiiK  hiM  uviilfMtly  uii(li>r|;oiit'  ^tvai  altcrntiona  ;  iin<l  over  one  of  the 
doorwuya,  u  cnrvvil  Htoiii>  U'lira  u  liirKo  unit  wry  iHijilly  I'ut  xhii'lil,  with  two  I'mtta  uf 
»rina  iiii|Hkli'(|,  uiiil  till!  iluti'  IfllMl.  Thcro  aci'tiia  no  ri-iiNon  to  iloubt,  howuvcr,  llint  tim 
iiiiiin  |H)rtioii  of  tin*  Abbnt'a  ri'aiii 'ticu  atill  reniuiua.  Thu  InwiT  atiiry  ia  atronxly  vuultcil, 
•ml  ia  vvidi'titly  thu  Wnrk  of  un  curly  date.  Thu  ainiill  i|iiiiilruiiKiu  uIno  in  ijiiitu  iu 
churui'tur  with  thu  |K'rioil  UKauniud  for  thu  building;;  aud  ut  ita  nnrth-wuat  hukIu  in  Ciint't 
(JInau,  whuru  n  uurinualy  uurvud  lluur-du-lia  aurniniiuta  thu  K"'''i't  u  Ki'"tt''*<|<io  Kt'i'K"*'  "'* 
ttutiiiuu  form  aurvua  ua  u  KoOvr  to  thu  mof.  Iluru,  thurufnru,  wu  tnuy  UNai^ii  with  littlu 
hcaitutinii  thu  ruaidi'tu'o  nf  Andruw  Duriu,  nnniinutud  by  iluinuH  V.  to  thu  Abbuy  nf  Mul- 
roau  in  thu  yuur  \WH\\  uinl  wlmau  duiitl;  Knox  uaaurua  ua,  wna  nuuaaionud  by  thu  lurror 
into  whii'h  hu  wua  put  on  thu  tiiuninrublu  U|iroHr  on  Ht  Oilua'aduy  iri5H.  Tiiu  uIohu,  which 
ia  uullud  thu  Abbot  of  Mulrnau'a  in  ita  uiirliur  titlea,  iiaHuniua  tliut  nf  |{nHuhuii>;h  t'lnau  ut  ii 
bitur  |K'rioil,  from  thu  Abbol'a  liHlginf;  having  Iwcnnic  thu  ruaiduncu  nl'  thu  cuh'liriitcd  Sir 
(k'orgu  Maukun/.iu  of  Unauhangli,  Kiii^'a  Advouatu  for  Suntlund  uftur  thu  KuHtnratinn. 
During  a  f^ruat  part  of  hiat  uuiitury,  lliia  unuicnt  nianaimi  wua  nccn|iiud  by  Aluxuiidur 
Fraaur  of  8triuhun,  who  wua  uounuctud  by  niarriimu  with  thu  dunuunilanta  of  Nir  (Juor^'e 

'  t'otntoHiitn  Mtrfury,  S»v.  \fi,  KHN. -- Him  ti«rtii«  w^m  iittf  ^fiiliiea  |'fr  iiiniitli  fur  ttirpd  I«'ii«iiin  in  tbi)  we<'k,  a  ft)« 
lltat  iiiiiliiulitDilly  ri'>trli:tii.|  iiia  prlviitii  iUhmii  ut  tkitt  |>«rlu<l  tu  tlia  tiiivt  wiitltliy  iiiul  fiuliiunul'lu  ntuiUiiU  nf  .irt.  The 
ilaU  ul  tb«  ailviiti«iiu»ut  la  tlm  yaar  uf  ki>  luarrUgo. 

<  "  It  aiipfitii  fruiii  uUI  wrltliiKa  tixl  iliarttira  cuoin'ctnt  arllh  Iht  Ihiiih,  tlut  lh»  tvntniant  truiiting  tba  itravt,  \ij 
which  It  WM  buiiiiiliiil  ou  tbo  iiurtb,  Imil  Uwu,  bofurn  tbr  Hvfuriuatinn,  tbi  bnlgliiK  <>(  tbu  I'ruTottut  C'tlubtuu."— Trull- 
tliiim,  viil,  i.  |>.  tl'i,     Tbo  iijil  bullillUH  '*  lu»g  iluct  dvilru)  «il. 
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Mackenzie,  nud  who  Biit  for  uvurly  liitlf  n  routury  on  (lie  Honcli  under  the  title  of  Lord 
Btriclieu.  From  him  ic  derived  ito  preoent  name  of  HtrichenV  ('loHe,  and  there  iit  littlo 
probability  now  that  any  of  hia  ]>lebeiuu  Huceexiiortt  will  rub  it  of  the  title. 

Tlie  front  tenement,  which  extends  between  Striclien'*  Clone  and  Hiuckfriars'  Wynd, 
presents  no  features  of  attraction  us  it  ikiw  stands.  It  is  a  plain,  modern  land,  re-erected 
after  the  destruction  of  its  predecessor  in  one  of  the  alarming;  tircM  of  the  niemorublo  year 
18«4,  and  constructed  with  a  view  to  the  htnnbler  requisites  of  its  modern  tenants  ;  but 
the  old  building  that  occupied  its  site  was  a  handsome  stone  fabric  of  loftier  proportions 
than  its  plebeian  successor,  ond  formed  even  within  the  present  century  the  residence  of 
people  of  rank.  The  most  interesting  among  its  later  occupants  was  Lady  Lovat,  the  relict 
of  the  celebrated  Simon,  Lord  [jovat,  who  was  beheaded  on  Tower  Hill  in  1747;  in  cou- 
Bcquence  of  which  it  was  generally  known  us  f.ailif  Lomt'ii  l.aml.  It  iwsseHses,  however, 
more  valuable  associations  than  this,  its  ancient  title-deeds  naming  us  the  original 
proprietor,  Walter  Cliepman,  the  earliest  Scottish  printer,  who  introduced  the  printing- 
press  into  Scotland  in  the  year  1507,  under  the  niunilicent  auspices  of  James  IV.  To 
the  press  of  Walter  Chepmun,  the  admirers  of  our  early  mitional  literature  still  turn, 
not  without  hope  that  ailditions  may  yet  be  made,  by  further  discovery  of  its  invaluable 
fragments,  to  the  writings  of  those  great  men  who  adorned  the  Augustan  age  of  Scotland. 
Tlie  building,  however,  which  perished  in  the  eonilagration  of  18','4,  did  not  ai)pear  to 
be  of  un  earlier  date  than  the  period  of  the  lievolution  ;  soon  after  which  many  of  the 
substantial  stone  tenements  of  the  Old  Town  were  erected.  The  more  ancient  edifice 
seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  ]iictures<iue  timber-fninted  erections  of  the  reign  of 
Jomes  IV.,  and  formed  the  subject  of  special  privileges  granted  by  tli  't  monarch  to  his 
valued  servitor.  In  the  Uegisters  of  the  I'rivy  Seal  (iv.  1711),  there  is  preserved  the 
following  royal  licence,  dated  at  Edinburgh,  Febriuiry  o,  1510: — "A  licence  nuiid  to 
Walter  Chepman,  burgcs  of  Edinburgh,  to  huif  staris  towart  the  Hie  Strete  and  calsay, 
with  bak  staris  and  tnrngres  in  the  Frer  Wynd,  or  on  the  forgait,  of  sic  breid  and 
Icnth  as  he  sail  think  exjK'dient  for  entre  and  asiamentis  to  his  land  nnd  tenement ; 
and  to  flit  the  peud  of  the  said  Frer  Wynd,  for  making  of  ueidful  usiuments  in  the 
summyn  ;  and  uls  to  big  nnd  luiif  ane  wolt  vnder  the  calsay,  befor  the  for  front  of  tiio 
said  tenement,  of  sic  breid  us  he  thinkis  cxjK'dient;  witii  ane  jienteis  vnder  the  greissis 
of  his  for  star,"  &c.  The  whole  grant  is  a  curious  sample  of  the  arbitrary  nninner  in 
which  private  interests  and  the  general  convenience  of  the  cilixens  were  sacrificed  to  tl  c 
wishes  of  the  royal  favourite.  The  jirinting  liouse  of  t'iie|inum  it  5Iillar  was  in  the 
south  gait,  or  Cowgate'  of  Edinburgh,  as  appears  from  the  in)]irint  on  the  rare  edition  of 
"  The  Knightly  Tale  of  Oolagrus  and  Oawane,"  and  otiiers  of  the  earliest  issues  from 
their  press  in  the  year  1508  ;  and  it  no  doubt  was  the  same  tenement  with  which,  in 
1528,  Chepman  endowed  un  altar  in  i\w.  chapel  of  the  Holy  Ilood,  in  the  lower  church- 
yard of  St  Giles.  We  woidd  infer,  however,  from  the  nature  of  the  royal  grant,  that  the 
ancient  building  at  the  Nether  Bow  was  the  residence  ot  Walter  Chepman,  who  was  a 

I  The  names  of  atrccta  co  comtnnn  in  Scotland,  formed  witli  the  adjunct  gait,  rarely  if  ever  refer  to  a  gate  or  port, 
According  to  tlie  modern  acceptation  of  ihe  word  ;  but  to  'jnit  or  street,  iia  the  Kiinjs  hiti  tjait,  or,  aa  liere,  tliu  muth  t/ait, 
meaning  the  south  street.  Tlie  Water  Uate,  which  is  the  only  iustauce  of  the  auciout  une  uf  tht  word  in  Edinburgh, 
is  invariably  written  yctt  in  early  notices  of  it. 
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citizen  of  wcnlth  nnd  iin|N)rtancc,  nccupyinfi^  a  hij^li  oflluo,  probnlily  of  an  ccclcKiofltical 
charm;tcr,  in  the  royal  hoUHchold,  nnd  in  hid  titictt  iit  styled  Walter  Chepman  da  Everland} 
A  broad  arcliwny,  which  It.ids  throu^'h  the  modern  HuccogHor  of  the  old  typogropher'n 
fore  tenement,  gives  entrance  to  llliiekfriarH'  VVynd,  the  larj^cut,  and  nndoubtedly  tho 
moat  iinjMJrtnnt,  of  all  tho  ancient  cIohch  of  Kdinbiirgh.  It  derivcn  its  name  from  having 
formed  tiie  npprnatrii  to  the  moniiHtery  of  the  Dominicnnx,  or  niank  Friars,  founded  by 
Alexander  II.  in  I'illO,  which  Htmid  on  the  Hite  of  tho  Old  High  Hchool.  This  royal  foun- 
dation, which  fornuMl  for  a  time  the  rcHidenco  of  its  founder,  received  from  him,  among 
other  cndowmentH,  u  gift  of  (ho  whole  ground  now  occupied  by  the  wynd  to  erect  housoB 
thereon.  For  fully  live  centuries  thin  ancient  alley  may  bo  said  to  have  formed  one  of 
tho  most  nri«tocriitit!  dintric^tH  of  the  Scottish  eapiUil ;  ond  it  continued  even  after  tho 
Ilcformation  to  be  the  cluwen  |)lace  of  residence  of  some  of  tho  chief  Scottish  ecclesiastics. 
It  possessed,  till  a  few  years  since,  nnich  of  the  Wno  antique  picturesqueness  that  anciently 
prtained  to  it,  as  will  lie  seen  in  the  ac^iompanyiiig  view,  drawn  in  1837  ;  but  since  then 
a  rapid  demolition  of  its  decaying  tenements  has  taken  place ;  and  although  it  still  retains 
some  exceedingly  interesting  relics  of  the  past,  the  general  aspect  of  the  I'rcaching  Friara' 
VenncI  has  given  ])lace  to  rude  and  tasteless  modern  erections,  or  to  ruinous  dc-iolation.' 

We  have  already  noticed,  in  the  introductory  sketch,  several  of  the  moM  aiemorablo 
incidents  of  which  this  ancient  alley  hiis  iu'cn  the  scene.  There  some  of  the  keenest 
struggles  of  the  rival  factions  took  plai'c  during  the  famous  contest  known  as  "Cleanse  the 
Causeway  ; ''  down  its  stniiteiicd  thoroughfare  the  victorious  adherents  of  the  P]arl  of  Angus 
rushed  to  assault  the  palncc  of  the  Archbishoj)  of  Glasgow  at  the  foot  of  the  wynd,  and 
from  thence  to  wreiik  their  vengeance  on  his  person  in  the  neighbouring  church  of  the 
Black  Friars,  whither  he  lied  for  shelter.  In  the  reign  of  James  VI.,  in  l.')88,  it  was  the 
arena  of  a  similar  contest  between  the  retainers  of  the  Karl  of  Hothwell  and  Sir  William 
Stewart,  when  the  hitter  was  shiin  tiiere  by  the  sword  of  his  rival.  Tho  next  remarkable 
incident  that  occurred  was  in  llWiS,  wjien  SliariH.',  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  was  seated 
in  his  coach  at  the  head  of  I?lacklVi»rs'  Wynd,  waiting  for  the  liishop  of  Orkney,  whoso 
residence  would  ajipear  from  this  to  have  been  in  the  wynd.  Just  as  the  Bishop  was 
approaching  the  vehicle,  iMitchell,  the  fanatic  assassin  already  described,'  and  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  tho  no  less  notorious  Jlajor  Weir,*  aimed  a  i)istol  at  tho  Primate,  the 
contents  of  wliich  missed  him,  but  dangerously  wounded  the  Bishop  of  Orkney,  who  at  tho 
moment  was  stcpjiing  into  the  coach.  Since  then  the  old  alley  has  quietly  progressed  in 
its  declining  fortunes  to  a  state  of  desertion  and  ruin. 

On  the  west  side,  near  the  head  of  the  wynd,  a  decorated  lintel  bore  the  inscription  and 
device  represented  in  the  accompanying  woo<lcut,  with  the  date  1504.  The  ground  Hoor 
of  this  building  consisted  of  one  very  large  apartment,  with  a  massive  stone  pillar  in  the 
centre,  which  formed  the  jilace  of  worship  to  which  the  adherents  of  the  covenanted  kirk 
retreated  on  the  settlement  of  ecclesiastical  ati'airs  at  the  Itevolution  ;  and  it  is  described, 


'  It  may  ho  roiiinrkeil  hern  tlmt  Clinpiimii'ii  ii|ioiiao,  Agnes  Cobuni,  in  meutioiicd  in  tlio  aaine  titleH,  showing  tliat  he 
was  not  l)tmml  hy  ecoleHiastlciil  vnwn  nf  i't'lihaey. 

*  Wliilo  tlio  west  sidi'  of  Itlarkfriurs'  Wynd  still  stands,  tho  east,  with  several  closes  adjacent,  a  description  of  which 
is  given  in  suhseqitont  pages  of  tliis  cliapter.  has  been  taken  down,  in  connection  with  plans  for  tho  iniprovoinent  of  the 
city. 

"  Ante,  p.  101.  *  lUvaillao  Redivivus,  Lond.  1678,  p.  12. 
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in  un  advertisement  of  the  year  1798,  as  "  the  Auld  Camcronian  Mccting-houfie."  Tra- 
dition pointed  out  the  iipiwr  flat  of  the  same  tenement  as  having  been  the  lodging  of 
''  Nicol  MuHchett  of  ill  uiemorie,"  while  a  student  at  college,  though  it  opixsars,  from  the 

evidence  on   his   trial,   that  his 
>,";^^">feto!l^tfMfedte  final  residence  wns  in  Dickson's 

"   ■  Close.     This  oncient  tenement, 

which  was  latterly  regarded  with 
interest,  as  bearing  the  oldest 
date  on  any  private  building  in 
Edinburgli,  excepting  that  al- 
ready described  in  Blyth's  Close, 
lias  been  recently  entirely  demo- 
lished, and  replaced  by  a  plain 
unpretending  erection.*  But  we 
hove  since  discovered  a  stone  in 
the  possession  of  James  Gibson  Crnig,  Esq.,  bearing  the  much  earlier  date  of  150(1,  which 
was  removed  from  a  house  taken  down  some  years  since,  near  the  foot  of  tliis  same  wynd, 
on  the  o])pnsite  side.  Tlie  stone  npjienrs  to  have  formed  the  top  of  a  dormer  window, 
being  triiiii^'iilur  in  slmpc,  and  Hurmounted  by  an  unusually  large  crescent.  The  date  is 
cut  partly  in  Arabic  and  partly  in  Il(  man  nunieruls,  thus  : — loVI.  The  site  of  this 
ancient  fabric  is  now  n  ruinous  waste,  rendering  it  impossible  to  recover  any  traces  of  its 
projirietors,  either  in  curly  or  later  times. 

Immedintcl y  luljoiniuf;-  tlie  former  Iniihling,  (m  the  we^t  side  of  the  wynd,  is  the  venerable 
mansion  of  the  Etirls  of  Morton,  lui  ancient  timlior-fronted  land,  already  referred  to  in  the 
description  of  Brown's  Close,  C'listlehill,'  with  its  fine  Gothic  doorway,  and  sculptured  tym- 
panum, containing  a  coronet  supported  by  unicorns.  8uch  jiortituis  of  the  stone  front  as 
remain  exposed,  exhibit  the  feature,  which  occurs  so  frequently  in  buildings  of  an  early 
date,  of  moulded  windows  originally  divided  by  stone  mulliona.  The  des(dnte  and  deserted 
aspect  of  the  vice-regal  residence,  comjtorts  with  the  degraded  stote  of  this  once  patrician 
locality,  now  "  fallen  on  evil  days  and  evil  tongues."  It  has  long  been  entirely  shut  up, 
defying  ns  completely  ail  attempts  at  investigating  its  interior,  as  when  Queen's  men  and 
h'iiiff's  men  were  fighting  in  the  High  Street,  and  Kirkaldy  of  Grange  was  bent  on  driving 
the  Regent  and  all  his  followers  from  the  town.  The  evidence  of  this  mansion  having 
been  occujiied  by  the  Hegeiit  Morton  is  not  coiiij)lete,  though  it  is  undoubtedly  of  an  earlier 
date,  and  apjiears  to  have  been  possessed  by  his  immediate  ancestors.  The  earliest  title 
which  we  have  seen  is  a  disposition  by  Archibald  UoughiH,  younger  of  Whittinghame,  one 
of  the  senators  of  the  College  of  Justice,  in  which  it  is  described  as  "that  tenement  which 
was  some  time  the  Earl  of  Mortoim's."  From  this  it  may  be  inferred  to  have  been  the 
residence  of  his  direct  ancestor,  ,Iolin,  second  Earl  of  Morton,  wlio  sat  in  the  Porliament 
of  .Tames  IV.  in  1504,''  and  whose  grandson,  William  Douglas  of  Whittinghame  was 
created  a  senator  of  the  College  of  Justice  in  157").     He  was  a  contemporary  of  his  kins- 


'  The  nncieiit  tenement  i.t  tlie  liead  of  Jl.mteith's  Cl.wo  bore  the  date  ISi'iS,  with  an  iimcription  over  the  doorway 
of  a  remarkably  fine  inner  turnpike,  but  it  was  demolished  several  years  before  the  one  in  Illackfrinra'  Wynd. 
'  Ante,  p.  138.  ^  Douglas's  Peerage,  vol.  ii.  p.  269. 


THE  HIGH  STREET  AND  NETHER  POIV. 


i6$ 


mnn,  the  Regent  Morton,  nnd  an  naxocintc  with  him  in  tlio  murder  of  Rizzio ;  lo  that,  if 
the  Bciilpturc  over  the  doorway  be  a  device  adopted  l)y  the  Morton  family,  the  correspond- 
ing DUO,  alreiidy  dcHcrihcd  in  the  CoHtlc  Hill,  nmy  be  conHidered  as  affording  conHidcrable 
probability  of  that  houKe  having  been  the  munHinn  of  the  Itegcnt.  William  DoiiglaH, 
Lord  Whittinglmme,  rcBigned  IiIh  oflice  as  a  judge  in  1590,  and  wng  succeeded  by  his  son 
Archibald,  the  granter  of  the  diMpositinn  referred  tn,  a  Hpecial  favourite  of  Jiimcs  YI., 
who  accompanied  him  on  bin  matrimonial  voyage  to  Norway,  and  was  rewarded  for  his 
"  lovable  service  "  soon  after  his  return  by  this  judicial  apjxiintment. 

Tlio  portion  of  the  wynd  below  this  old  monsion  included,  along  with  the  building 
of  15(14,  recently  8we))t  away  to  make  room  for  an  extensive  printing-office,  another 
which  was  long  used  as  a  llonuui  (,'atholic  Chapel.  This  was  an  antique  stone  fabric, 
from  which  a  curiously-jirojecting  timber  front  wos  removed  only  a  few  years  before  its 
desertion  as  a  i)lace  of  worship.  On  the  fifth  flat  of  this  tenement,  approached  by  a 
steep  and  narrow  turnpike  stair,  a  large  chamber  was  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  during  the  greater  part  of  last  century,  ond  probably  earlier. 
AVhen  we  last  visited  this  primitive  retreat  of  "  Old  Oiant  Pope,  after  the  many 
shrewd  brushes  that  he  met  with  in  his  younger  days,"  there  still  remained  painted,  in 
simple  fashion,  on  one  of  the  doors  immediately  below  the  chaiHjl,  the  name  of  the  old 
Dishop,  ^fr  llttij.  This  was  the  once  celebrated  opponent  of  Bishop  Wm.  Abernethy 
Drumniond,  of  the  Scottish  Ejjiscdpal  Church,  under  the  initials  G.  H.,  and  well  worthy 
of  note  in  the  history  of  the  locality  as  the  last  of  the  IMshops  of  Blaekfriars'  AVynd, 
where  the  proudest  nobles  of  Scotland  were  wont  of  old  to  give  i)Iace  to  the  dignitaries  of 
the  Church. 

Nearly  opposite  to  this,  a  large  and  ancient  tenement  stood  entire  in  the  midst 
of  ruins,  the  upper  story  of  which  was  also  used  as  a  chapel.  It  was  dedicated  to  St 
Andrew,  and  furmcd  the  chief  Roman  Catholic  place  of  worship  in  Edinburgh,  until  it 
was  abandoned  in  the  yeor  IHIU  for  the  ecclesiastical  I'dilice  at  Hroughton  Street, 
dedicated  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  interior  of  the  chapel  retained  much 
of  its  original  state  till  its  demolition.  The  frame -work  of  the  simple  altarpiece 
still  remained,  though  the  rude  jiainting  of  the  Patron  Saint  of  Scotland,  which 
originally  filled  it,  had  disappeared.  Humble  as  must  have  been  the  appearance  of  this 
chapel,  even  when  furnished  with  every  adjunct  of  Catholic  ceremonial  for  Christnias  or 
Easter  festivals,  aided  by  the  inipusiiig  habits  of  the  officiating  priests  that  gathered 
around  its  little  altar,  yet  men  of  ancient  lineage  were  wont  to  assemble  among  the 
worshippers ;  and  during  the  abode  of  the  royal  exiles  at  Holyrood  Palace,  Count 
d'Artois,  the  future  occupant  of  the  French  throne,  with  the  princes  and  their  attendants, 
usually  formed  jiart  of  the  congregation.  An  internal  staircase  formed  a  i)rivate  entrance 
for  the  priests  and  other  officials  from  the  floor  below,  where  the  straitened  acconmio- 
datioiis  it  aiVorded  sufficed  for  the  humble  residence  of  these  successors  of  the  Cardinals 
and  Archbishops  who  once  dwelt  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  The  public  access  was  by 
a  projecting  stone  staircase,  which  formed  the  approach  to  the  different  floors  of  the 
building.  Over  this  doorway  was  a  sculptured  lintel,  with  a  shield  of  arms  in  the  centre, 
bearing  three  stars  in  chief,  with  a  j)lain  cross,  and  over  it  two  swords  saltier  ways. 
On  either  side  of  this  was  cut,  itj  large  antique  characters,  the  inscription  MISERERE 

','  I, 


266 


MEMORIALS  OF  li  DIN  BURGH. 


\     '. 


MEI  DEVS ;  and  below,  the  initiuU  fl.  (i.  Tlio  latter  Imn  been  mistnkcn  for  tho  (Into 
Klltl ;  but  no  one  who  cxitmincd  the  ntyh^  of  tlio  doorway  and  inseriptiun  could  feel  any 
licHttation  in  iiHHi^nin^  to  it  n  date  of  fully  n  ecntury  earlier. 

Only  one  other  old  building  remained  on  the  -vest  side  of  the  wynd,  bcnrinjf  the  pious 
inscription  over  \m  entrance  : — thk  FEin  of  tiik  i.ihid  is  thk  beoynnino  of  ai,  vihdomk. 
Below  this,  at  the  corner  of  the  ('owjfiite,  formerly  stood  tho  Kn^lish  Episcopal 
Chaiwl,  founded  by  Lord  Chief  Hnron  Smith  in  \''i.1.  It  wnH  m  pluin  edifice,  jmHsessin)^ 
no  external  features  of  an  ecclesiastical  chariu'ter,  an  nmv  be  si'i  ii  in  our  engraving  of 
"  Cardinal  Beaton's  House,"  where  it  appears  on  the  further  side  of  the  wynd.  Tho 
building  existed  exactly  a  century,  having  been  demolished  in  18',",',  after  serving  during 
that  period  ns  the  place  of  worship  of  all  loyal  and  devout  Episcopal  High  (.'hurchmen, 
at  a  time  when  Episcopacy  and  Jacobitism  were  nearly  synonymous  in  Hcotland. 
Tho  interest  that  attaches  to  it  us  a  feature  of  the  olden  time,  when  such  n  sight  was 
deemed  the  most  suitable  tliat  could  be  selected  for  a  chapel,  probably  attended  by  u 
congregation  including  a  greater  array  of  rank  and  fashion  than  any  that  now  assembles 
in  Edinburgh,  is  further  increased  from  its  having  been  the  place  of  worship  of  Dr 
Johnson  when  residing  with  Boswell,  in  ITTlt. 

Here  also,  and  not  improbably  on  the  same  site,  was  (ho  town  mansion  of  William 
St  Clair,  Eurl  of  Orkney,  tho  founder  of  Uoslin  Clmjiel,  who  maintained  his  Court  at 
Iloslin  Castle  with  a  nuigniticence  far  surpassing  what  had  often  sufficed  for  that  of  the 
Scottish  Kings.  He  was  royally  served  ot  his  own  table — if  wo  are  to  believe  the 
genealogist — in  vessels  of  gohl  nn<l  silver  ;  Lord  Dirleton  being  his  master  of  the  house- 
hold, Lord  Borthwick  his  cup-bearer,  and  Lord  Eleiniiig  his  carver,  with  men  of  ancient 
rank  and  lineage  for  their  deputies.  His  Princess,  Margaret  Douglas,  was  waited  on, 
according  to  Father  Hay,  by  seventy- five  gentlewomen,  whereof  tifty-thrco  were 
daughters  of  noblemen,  "  all  cloatlid  in  velvets  and  silks,  with  their  chains  of  gold, 
and  other  pertinents ;  togither  with  two  hundred  rideing  gentlemen  who  accom- 
panied her  in  all  her  journeys.  iShe  had  cnrricd  before  her,  when  she  went  to 
Edinburgh,  if  it  were  daike,  eighty  lighted  torches,  ller  lodgeing  was  att  the  foot 
of  Blackfrj-er  Wynde ;  so  that,  in  a  word,  intne  matched  her  in  all  the  countrey,  save 
the  Queen's  Majesty."' 

Directly  ojipogite  to  the  site  of  Baron  Smith's  Chapel  stood  one  of  the  palatial  edifiecB 
of  the  old  capital,  popularly  known  as  Cardinal  Beaton's  house — a  sufficiently  humble 
and  unpretending  structure,  which  undoubtedly  formed  an  archiepis('o|ial  residence  of  no 
mean  character  in  the  sixteenth  century.  This  ancient  mansion,  however,  falls  more 
correctly  to  be  treated  of  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  among  the  older  features  of  the 
Cowgate.  The  vignette  at  the  beginning  of  the  chapter  exhibits  the  richest  group  of 
mottoes  to  be  found  on  any  building  in  Edinburgh.  They  formed  the  decorations  on  the 
architrave  of  a  decayed  old  stone  land  on  the  same  side,  near  the  head  of  the  wynd. 
A  shield,  charged  with  armorial  bearings,  was  scul[)tured  on  the  left  side  of  the  doorway, 
as  represented  in  the  woodcut,  with  the  initials  E.  K.,  and  the  date  1(519.  The  building 
above  this,  at  the  head  of  X\w  cast  side,  was  one  of  much  more  pretensi'  u  externnlly, 
having  a  front  to  the  wynd  of  polished  ashlar,  and  a  range  of  unusually  large  windows, 

^  Gon(?;ilcigio  uf  the  Suinte  Claires  of  Uos^lviij  p.  20. 
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Hepariitcd  only  by  very  nurrow  upri^htx.  It  iti  decorated  with  Htring  councB  and  rich 
niouldiugH,  iind  forniH  a  tine  H|)i'('iMiiii  of  nn  Old-Town  manHion  of  tlio  Hixtconth  century. 
It  ii*  Htntcd  by  (llmniliern  to  lie  riitailed  with  the  cMtiitu  of  the  Clerkn  of  Peniiyruik,  nnd 
to  have  fonacd  the  town  ri'Hideiire  of  their  ancestors.  This  wo  ])rcMunie  to  have  liecn  the 
later  residence  of  Alexander,  fifth  Lord  Home ;  the  name  who  entertained  Queen  Mory 
nnd  Lord  Darnley  in  his  lod^inj,'  near  the  Tron  in  ITiOri,  and  who  afterwanU  turned  the 
fortune  of  the  field  at  the  Ihittle  of  LangHide,  at  the  head  of  hit*  border  Bjiearnien.  Ho 
was  one  of  the  noble  eajitivcd  who  nurrondered  to  Sir  William  Durie  on  the  taking  of 
Edinburgh  CaHtle  in  157:).  He  was  deti)'"ed  a  prixoner,  while  hix  bruvo  companions 
pcrinhed  on  the  Bcaflold ;  and  waH  only  releaxed  at  last  after  a  tedious  captivity,  to  die 
a  priHouer  nt  largo  in  his  own  liouae — the  Manie,  we  believe,  which  »tood  in  Ulackfriars' 
Wynd.  A  contemporary  writer  remarkx  : — "  W'lmun  the  Hccund  day  of  Junij  [1575], 
Alexander  Lord  Home  we»  relevit  out  of  the  Oastell  of  Edinburgh,  nnd  wardit  in  lii« 
awne  Ingoing  in  the  heid  of  the  Frier  Wynd,  qulia  wob  carijt  tlmirto  in  ane  bed,  bo  rcssono 
of  his  great  infirniitio  of  seiknes."' 

Scarcely  another  portion  of  the  Old  Town  of  Kdinburgh  was  calculated  to  impress  tho 
thoughtful  visitor  with  tho  same  melancholy  feelings  of  a  de])arted  glory,  replaced  by 
Hqualor  and  decay,  which  he  exjicrienced  after  exploring  the  auti(iuitic8  of  the  Blackfriars' 
Wynd.  There  stood  the  deserted  and  desecrated  fane ;  the  desolate  mansions  of  proud 
and  powerful  nobles  and  senators ;  and  the  degraded  Palace  of  tho  Primate  and  Cardinal, 
where  even  (Scottish  moiuirchs  have  been  fitly  entertained ;  and  it  seemed  for  long 
as  if  the  ground  which  Alexander  II.  bestowed  on  the  Dominican  Aloiiks,  as  a  special 
act  of  regal  munificence,  was  not  jmssessed  of  value  enough  to  tempt  the  labours  of  the 
builder. 

Emerging  again  through  the  archway  at  the  head  of  the  wynd,  which  the  royal  master- 
jirinter  Jlitted  nt  his  pleasure  above  three  centuries  ago,  an  ancient,  though  greatly 
modernised,  tenement  in  the  High  iStreot  to  the  east  of  the  wynd  attracted  the  notice  of 
the  local  hist(irian  as  the  nnuision  of  Lord  President  Fentoulmrns,  a  man  of  humble  origin, 
the  son  of  a  baker  in  Edinburgh,  whose  eminent  abilities  won  him  tho  esteem  nnd  the 
suft'ragos  of  its  contemjmrarics.  He  owed  his  fortunes  to  the  favour  of  James  VI.,  by 
whom  he  was  nominated  to  fill  the  oflii'c  of  ;i  Lord  of  Session,  and  afterwards  knighted. 
We  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  to  him  Montgomerie  alludes  in  his  satirical  sonnets 
addressed  to  ^f,  J.  S)(ar]>c — in  nil  probultility  nn  epithet  of  similar  origin  and  siguiflcance 
lo  that  conferred  by  the  Jacobites  on  the  favourite  advocate  of  William  III.  The  poet 
lad  failed  in  a  suit  before  the  Court  of  Session,  seemingly  with  James  Ueaton,  Arch- 
bishop of  Glasgow,  and  he  takes  his  revenge  against  "  his  Adversars  Lawyers,"  like  other 
poets,  in  satiri(;  rhyme.  The  lack  of  "gentle  blude  "  is  a  sjieclal  handle  agr.iust  the  jile- 
beian  judge  in  the  eyes  of  the  high-born  iioet ;  and  his  second  sonnet,  which  is  sufficiently 
vitu])erative,  lieginh^ : — 

A  IUxUt'd  bird,  n  bluiter  beggnr  bdrnc  !  - 


This  old  mansion  was  the  last  survivor  of  all  the  long  and  unbroken  rongo  of  build- 
ings between  St  Giles's  Church  nnd  the  Nether  Bow.     In  its  original  state  it  was  one  of 


'  Diurnal  of  Occurreiits,  \\  .148. 


'-'  Alexander  Moiilgnmerin's  roenis  j  complete  edition,  by  Dr  Irving,  ]i.  74. 
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tho  very  flncst  Niwcimont*  nf  tlii>*  unciciit  Htylo  of  l)iiil(linv;  in  Kdinhiirv:!),  Iinving  tlio  iniiin 
tiinbcra  aixl  giililoti  of  itt  oiiki'ii  fiu.'iulo  riclily  eurvutl,  in  tiio  fiiHJiloii  of  Homo  of  the  nmg- 
niflncnt  old  timber  froiitn  of  tliu  opulent  FleniinKit  in  Kriij^LM  or  OlicMit.  Thu  roof  wuh 
Rurmuuntcil  by  a  rongo  of  crow-stops  of  the  form  iilromly  ilorn'ribcil  iih  iiociiliiir  to  tho 
flftccDth  or  uurlier  part  of  tho  Hixtuontli  ccnturii'N ;  luid  iin  outMiilo  Mtiiir  loil  to  tliu  tititt 
floor,  whose  nncicnt  stono  tnrnpiku  Htitiroiwe  wiih  iluconitud  with  thu  iibbreviutvd  motto, 
in  fiuo  ornnmentiil  Oothio  charmtorH  ; — DKO  •  HONOR  ■  KT  ■  (H.IA  • '  Another  innerip- 
tion,  we  lire  told,  existed  over  tho  cntrunoo  from  Toddriek's  Wynd,  being  only  covered 
up  with  plaster  by  a  former  tenant  to  save  the  exiMinso  of  a  signboard.  A  Uttlu  way 
down  tliis  wynd,  on  tlie  eiint  side,  a  favourite  motto  appeared,  in  bold  lloman  lettcrn,  over 
an  ancient  doorway,  reiicating  with  sligiit  variation  the  same  sentiment  already  noticed  in 
other  instances.  Tub  feir  of  tue  lokd  is  Til's  nEORviNO  of  visdomk.  It  occurred  on  an 
ancient  tenement  which  bore  evident  tokens  of  having  at  one  time  been  the  residcnre  of 
rank  and  fashion  ;  and  an  old  iron-nob)ieil  door  on  one  of  the  floors  possessed  thu 
antiquated  appendage  of  a  risping  jiin,  Toddrick's  Wynd  ae(|nired  u  special  interest  from 
its  association  with  a  memorable  deed  in  tho  bloody  annals  of  our  national  history.  It 
was  by  this  ancient  alley  that  tho  Earl  of  llothwell  and  hix  merciless  accomplices  and 
hirelings  proceeded  towards  tho  gate  of  the  HIackfriars'  Monastery,  in  tho  Cowgato,  on 
the  ')th  of  February  l."i(l7,  to  fire  the  powder  by  which  tho  house  of  the  I'rovost  of  the 
Kirk-of-Field  was  blown  into  the  air,  and  Lord  I>arnley,  with  his  servant,  Taylor, 
slain. 

The  closes  between  this  and  the  Netherbow  mostly  exist  in  the  same  state  as  they  have 
done  for  the  two  last  centuries  or  more,  though  woefully  contumiinitcd  by  tho  slovenly 
habits  of  their  modern  inmates ;  this  portion  of  the  town  being  occupied  now  by  a  lower 
class  than  many  of  the  ancient  alleys  described  in  tho  higher  part  of  the  town.     South 
Gray's,  or  tho  Mint  Close,  however,  forms  an  exception.     It  is  a  comparatively  spacious 
aud  aristocratic  looking  alley ;  and  some  feeble  halo  of  its  ancient  honours  still  lingers 
almut  its  substantial  aud  picturesque  mansions.     It  aft'urds  a  curious  instance  of  a  close 
retaining  for  centuries  the  name  of  a  simple  burgess,  while  it  has  been  the  residence  of 
nobles  aud  representatives  of  ancient  families,  in  striking  contrast  to  tin  variable  nomen- 
clature of  most  of  tho  olleys  of  the  Old  Town.     It  is  mentioned  by  its  prcHcnt  niinic  in  a 
charter  dated  1512,  in  which  "  unu/'  John  (Jray,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,"  is  tlie  author  of 
earlier  titles  referred  to.     By  nn  older  deed,  the  ground  on  which  it  is  built  appears  to 
have  formed  part  of  the  lands  of  tho  Monastery  of  (Jreyfriars.     In  "the  hiventer  ond 

1  This  ancient  tenement  U  tluu  tlascrilioil  in  a  it inpi tuition  liy  Sir  Micbiol  Pri'ston  to  t.  iwroiK-<)  K^'iiri-ion,  tUtml  162'I, 
and  preserved  in  the  Burgh  Cliartet  Itit<»in  :  —  *' Tliat  tenoinour,  ur  I.iikI,  sum.;  tiin-'  w.wte  :ind  burnt  l"*  tht!  Kni^li-th  ; 
■unie  time  pertaining  to  mn<|iiile  Mr  J"ini  I'restun,  mmio  tiinr  l*nMi<iunt  i>f  tli-'  (J'dlcgo  of  Jtutioe,  airl  my  fiitln-r  ;  on 
the  south  part  of  tho  King's  High  Streot,  and  on  tlio  ciut  side  of  tlio  trance  "I'  the  wjnd,  called  tiio  HIackfriars'  Wynd, 
betwixt  the  said  trance  and  land  above,  pert, lining  to  the  heirn  ()i*  unninile  Walter  Chepnian,  upon  the  west,"  Ac.  It  is 
pointed  out  in  Chambers's  Traititions  as  that  <if  Ltird  Kentonbarns.  The  allusion  to  its  burning  shows  the  date  of  its 
erection  to  Ihj  somewhat  later  than  1544.  Hot  it  again  sull'ered  in  the  civil  wars  ,,hat  followed,  though  probably  not  so 
cotnidetely  lu*  to  precluile  repair,  notwithatamling  its  appeaiance  among  the  list  of  houses  destroyed  during  tho  siege  of 
Edinburgh  in  157-  : — "  Thir  ar  the  houssis  that  wer  tlistroyit  this  mont-tb  (May) ;  to  wit,  tho  Krie  of  Maris,  now  pre- 
sent Regent,  lui^eing  in  the  Cowgait,  Mr  Johnc  I'restonis  in  tho  Frier  Wynd,  David  Kinloch  lUxteris  liouso  in  l)al- 
gleish  C'loss,"  4e. — (Di\irnal  of  Uccurrents.  p.  *JII0. )  The  Last  mentioned  i.s  that  <jt  a  wealthy  burgess  of  the  period, 
whose  name  was  borne  by  tlie  close  iiumedi.itely  below  Nidtiry's  Wynd,  tho  same,  we  presume,  that  is  alluded  to  here. 
Its  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  east  side  of  Niddry  Street. 
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WryiD  of  nnn  liHlffliiK,"  Ac,  on  llut  i>Mt  hIiIm  of  iho  cIuM),  •  (itwrUr  It  in<'nlioii«il,  ilulc'l 
MM,  "  Krntili'«l  Ik)  Ihiviil  l(iii<,  viiitr  K>'n*'rull  I  KtUiillny  Ker.  |>rior  i  nml  tli«  rent  of  thn 
<'iinvittit  of  Oriiifrit'rit  nil  KitiiiluifKli,  In  Amlri'W  Mowlirity,  tmrKi'o*,"  of  n  ccrlalti  |ttiM'«  of 
IuikI  on  wliii'li  il  iit  liiiilt,  lioiitiili'il  \>\  till'  kiiitf''  witll  oil  llii<  Di'iiMi,  Alioiit  lutlfWny  <lowri 
lliii  rliiM',  oil  Ilii<  uitiit  MJilf,  iilitiiii>  lliu  niii'ii'iit  iiiiuidIiiii  of  llut  FiiirtH  of  Si-lkirk,  hnvitiK 
It  iiir^i'  ){iirili'ii  to  the  Hoiilli,  whild  lliu  |iriiiri|inl  I'lilriiiirf  Ik  rrmii  llyiniriiril'a  ('|oiii>.  The 
liiiililiiitr  liik*  tlio  ii|>|M-uriiii('o  of  ^ri'iit  iiM(ii|iiiiy.  Tli'  ki'oiiimI  floor  of  ilio  loiitli  front, 
nL'L'DiN  to  Imvii  lii't'ii  nil  ii|'>'ti  urriiilii  or  ilnHlrr,  :iu<l  on  tlio  wi'^t  wull  ii  |>irtiiri*i«|iii<  turret 
Rtuiri'HKc  |iroji'rl«  f'riitll  tliu  timt  lloor  itilo  tlm  i'|oii<>.    Tlii'«  iiiii'ii'iit.  Iinii'lili'iil  linit  aiiri'i'MKivuly 

fortiii'il  till-  rt'iiiilri f  Iho  Kiirl't  of  r4tirllii((,  of  tint  Kiirl  of  llyiiiU'ortl,  hikI,  nt  u  »llll  litter 

ln'riiiij,  of  |lr  Itiitlicrfonl,  llix  Miiilcriiiil  KO^i'lf'tlli''*'  of  Mir  Wiiltrr  Hcnlt.  llviKlfonrit 
('lom',  wliirli  form*  llui  iiiiiiii  ii|i|>roiii'li  In  tliu  liiiiiiii>,  rtitiiiiix  itii  itiitiiiuii  oliuriu  (it,  huviii)f 
on  tliu  Wi'Nt  kIiIu  n  niiiKu  of  iiiii>{iil"rly  |iictiir(iHi|iii>  ovi'rli»ii;;iiiK  tiiiibur  ^itlilrn.  It  l« 
tii'iitly  |iiiv('il,  ti'rtniiiiiliii);  in  a  miiiuII  ruiirt,  o|n'|i  iit  ono  Hiilc,  uml  iiltot(i'tlii.'r  proiiontii  n 
very  |ili'iiMiiit;  ii|H'rinu'ii  of  tliu  rctircil,  olil-fiiidiioiictl  ^I'titiiity  wliicli  oiici!  cliiiractiTiiied 
tlu'Mu    iirlMkii    ri'Iri'iilM.      'Dio  iinu    olil    lioimu   iloMcri licit    uliovi>,    which   foriun   tli<i    chief 

llllilllillK      ill      lIlC      I'loMC,     IliiailOltHUN      |K'Clllilir      itlllTl'Mt     ItN     U     fltVllllrill>      IllUIIlt     of     Mi-ott 

iliiriii);  hiM  uiirliiT  yi'itrx.  IIm  vicinity  (>■  tliu  IHkIi  HcIk  'I  kovi-  it  mlilitioniil  ittlrnc- 
tioim  to  him,  whilu  piiriiuiiit(  hix  •titiliuN  tliurv,  nii<l  liu  fri'i|iii'nllv  rofrrruil  in  after 
lilV  to  llic  liii|i|iy  iiHMoi'iuiiiinH  lie  luul  willi  lliix  iiilcy  of  ilic  <  )|il  Tnwii.  A  very  |il('ni<in}( 
view  of  Ihu  lioiiHu  from  tliu  tC'^r^i'"  i*  given  in  tliu  AbliotHforil  ediliuu  of  tliu  {(■'>-''*( 
novulinl'ii  Work*. 

To  the  Noiilii  of  thii*  niiiiiHioii,  in  the  Mint  Cjime,  n  lofty  teiietnent,  encloMiii)^  n  Ktnitll 
imveii  itreii,  Mlill  lieurn  the  iiiiiiic  of  KI|i|iinHtiini''H  Court,  liiivin^;  lieen  Imilt  hy  Hir  <!umeN 
KIpliinKtonu  in  tOTD.  From  liiiii  it  |>umm(>(1  to  Sir  Fritneiit  Heott  of  TliirlHtiine,  hy  whom 
it  wiiM  Hold  to  I'litrii'k  Weililerliurn,  V,*t[.,  who  uhniiiiu'iI  the  title  of  I,<iril  ClieHlcrhikll 
on  hilt  elevutioii  to  tin'  Ileiii'li  in  ITo.'i.  Ilin  nuii  Alexiimler,  iifterwiiriU  the  eelelirtitud 
I<ord  liOUKlilioriiii^li,  Lord  lli^h  Chiineellor  of  I'ln^lund,  iliii|iimod  of  it  ihortly  itfter 
liin  fitlher'K  dciitli  to  Ijord  Slnnelield,  who  irnt  in*  it  jiid^o  in  the  Court  of  HeKHioii  durin>|; 
the  long  (leriod  of  thirly-iiiiie  yeiirx,  iind  died  in  the  Mint  CIohu  at  the  hoKinniii)^  of 
the  |iruMent  century;  ho  recent  in  the  duHurtion  of  lliin  ancient  locality  liy  the  gruiidee*  of 
the  cii|iitiil. 

ViirinuH  ancient  tcnementH  tire  to  he  found  in  the  adjoining  chiicn,  of  which  tradition 
liait  kept  no  note,  and  we  huvu  fiiiied  to  olitiiiii  any  other  clue  tu  their  hintory.  One 
liiry;c  iMiiiiKiiiii  ill  South  FoiiliH  CloNe  lieiirr*  the  date  I'i3t)  over  itn  niiiiii  doorway,  with  two 
coiitH  of  iiriiiH  impiilud  on  one  large  Hhieid  in  Ihu  centre,  Imt  all  now  j^reiitiy  defaced. 
Another,  nearly  op|HiHite  to  it,  exhihit^  an  old  oak  door,  ornamentud  with  fine  carving, 
Htill  ill  toicrahlu  preservation,  although  the  whole  place  Iiiih  lieeii  convert(;d  into 
HtorcrooiiiH  and  cullarn,  Ihit  adjoining  thin  in  a  relic  of  iiiitiiiuity,  huHidu  which  thu 
works  of  the  lil'tuenth  and  Hixtcenth  ccuturiuH  iip|iuar  hut  ait  thingn  of  ycnturday,  and 
uvuii  the  ancient  chaiiul  of  St  Margaret  in  thu  Castle  bucomcM  a  work  of  comparatively 
recent  date. 

In  thu  front  of  i>  tall  and  narrow  tuncnicnt  ut  thu  Ncthur  Buw,  nearly  opimnite  to 
•John    Knox's  hoiiso,  a  jiiece  of  ancient  sculpture  has  long  formed  one  of  the  most  uutud 
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MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


of  the  antiqnitieB  of  Edinboigh.  It  ooniiita  of  two  fine  profile  head*,  in  high  relief  and 
life  sise,  which  the  earliest  writeri  on  the  Bubject  pronounce  to  be  undoubted  ipeoimeni 
of  Boman  art  It  waa  fint  noticed  in  1727,  in  Oordon's  valuable  work  on  Roman 
Antiquities,  the  Itinerarium  SeptentrionaU,  accompanied  bjr  an  engraving,  where  he 
remarks : — "  A  very  learned  and  illustrious  antiquary  here,  by  the  ideas  of  the  heads, 
judges  them  to  be  representations  of  the  Emperor  Skptiiiiub  Sivbbub,  and  his  wife  Julia. 
This  is  highly  probable  and  consistent  with  the  Boman  history  {  for  that  the  Emperor, 
and  most  of  hiB  august  family,  were  in  Scotland,  appears  plain  in  Xephiline,  ftom  Dio." ' 
This  idea,  thus  first  suggested,  of  the  heads  being  those  of  Severus  and  Julia,  is  Ailly 
warranted  by  their  general  resemblance  to  those  on  the  Boman  coins  of  that  reign, 
and  has  been  confirmed  by  the  observation  of  every  antiquary  who  has  treated  of  the 
subject  A  tablet  is  inserted  between  the  heads,  containing  the  following  inscription,  in 
antique  characters : — 

3n  0UIIOCC  tiultiai.  tuf  betrci0,  pane  tuo.  '  <B  *  3.* 


This  quotation  from  the  Latin  Bible,  of  the  curse  pronounced  on  our  first  parents  after 
the  fall,  is  no  doubt  the  work  of  a  very  different  period,  and  was  the  source  of  the  vulgar 
tradition  gravely  combated  by  Maitland,  our  earliest  local  historian,  that  the  heads  were 
intended  as  representations  of  Adam  and  Eve.  These  pieces  of  ancient  sculpture,  which 
were  said  in  his  time  to  have  been  removed  from  a  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  street, 
have  probably  been  discovered  in  digging  the  foundations  of  the  building,  and  along 
with  them  the  Qothio  inscription — to  all  appearance  a  fragment  from  the  ruins  of  the 
neighbouring  convent  of  St  Mary,  or  some  other  of  the  old  monastic  establishments  of 
Edinburgh.  The  words  of  the  inscription  exactly  correspond  with  the  reading  of  Guten- 
berg's Bible,  the  first  edition,  printed  at  Mentz  in  1455,  and  would  appear  an  object  worthy 
of  special  interest  to  the  antiquary,  were  it  not  brought  into  invidious  association  with 
these  valuable  relics  of  a  remoter  era.  The  characters  of  the  inscription  leave  little  reason 
to  doubt  that  it  is  the  work  of  the  same  period,  probably  only  a  few  years  later  than  the 
printing  of  the  Mentz  Bible. 

The  old  tenement,  which  is  rendered  interesting  as  the  conservator  of  these  valuable 
monuments  of  the  Boman  invasion,  and  is  thus  also  associated  in  some  degree  with  the 
introduction  of  the  first  printed  Bible  into  Scotland,  appears  to  be  the  same,  or  at  least 
occupies  the  same  site,  with  that  from  whence  Thomas  Bossendyne,  our  famed  old  Scottish 
typographer,  issued  his  beautiful  folio  Bible  in  1574.  The  front  land,  which  contains 
the  pieces  of  Roman  sculpture,  is  proved  from  the  titles  to  have  been  rebuilt  about  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in  the  room  of  an  ancient  timber-fronted  land,  which 
was  "  lately,  of  need,  taken  down,"  having  no  doubt  fallen  into  ruinous  decay.  The  back 
part  or  the  tenement,  however,  retains  unequivocal  evidence  of  being  the  original  building. 
It  is  approached  by  the  same  turnpike  stair  from  the  Fonntain  Close  as  gives  access  to 

>  Itiner.  Septent  p.  186. 

*  Maitland  and  others  have  mutaken  the  oonclading  letters  of  the  inscription,  as  a  contraction  for  the  date,  which 
the  former  states  as  1621,  and  a  subsequent  writer  as  1603.  Mr  D.  Laing  was  the  first  to  point  out  its  true  meaning  as 
a  contracted  form  of  reference  to  Genesis,  chapter  3, — Vide  Archneologia  Scotica,  vol.  iii.  p.  '287,  where  a  very  accurata 
and  spirited  engraving  of  the  Sculpture,  by  David  Allan,  is  introduced. 
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the  front  Und  t  tnd  owing  to  the  alteration  in  the  level  of  floors,  and  other  ohangea  oonie- 
qnent  on  the  wedding  of  thii  wrinkled  dowager  of  the  tixteenth  oentorjr  with  ita  ipmoe 
partner  of  the  eighteenth,  an  explorer  of  ita  intricate  labyrintha  finda  himaelf  beaet  by  aa 
many  inoonveniencea  aa  Mr  Lovel  experienced  on  hia  first  introduction  to  the  mitred  Abbot 
of  Trotooaey'a  Orange,  at  Monkbama.  On  aioending  the  winding  atair,  by  which  he 
reaohea  the  door  of  the  flr«t  floor,  ho  has  then  to  descend  another;  and  after  threading  a 
dark  paaaage  on  thia  lower  level,  somewhat  in  the  form  of  the  letter  Z,  he  reachea  a  third 
flight  of  atepa  equally  cigzag  in  their  direction,  whoae  aaoent — if  ho  have  courage  to  perae- 
rere  ao  far,  lands  him  in  "  that  other  tenement  of  land,  commonly  called  the  Fonntain,  a 
little  above  the  Nether  Bow,  on  the  south  side  of  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh ;  and 
which  tenement  of  land,  formerly  called  the  Backland,  some  time  belonged  to  Nicol  and 
Alexander  Baaaandene,  lawful  sons  to  Michael  Bossandene,  lying  in  the  oloss  called  Bas- 
aandene'a  Gloss,"  Ac.  Such  is  the  description  of  this  ancient  fabric,  as  given  in  the  earlier 
title-deeds  of  the  present  proprietor.  The  same  building  is  repeatedly  referred  to  in  the 
evidence  of  the  accomplices  of  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  in  the  murder  of  Damley,  an  event 
which  took  place  in  the  lifetime  of  the  old  printer.  In  the  deposition  of  Oeorge  Dalgleish, 
one  of  thoae  who  waa  executed  for  hia  ahare  in  that  crime,  it  ia  atated,  that  "  eftir  thay 
enterit  within  the  [Nether  Bow]  Port,  thai  zeid  up  abone  Bassyntine's  house,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  gait,  and  knockit  at  ane  dur  beneth  the  sword  slippers,  and  callit  for  the  Laird 
of  Ormestounes,  and  one  within  answerit  he  was  not  tharo ;  and  thai  passit  down  a  cloisa 
beneth  Frier  Wynd,  and  enterit  in  at  the  zet  of  the  Black  Friers."*  This  reference 
clearly  indicates  the  tenement  which  we  have  described ;  the  only  question  is,  whether  it 
waa  that  of  Thomas  Bassendyne,  the  printer,  referred  to  in  the  imprint  of  hia  rare  4to 
edition  of  Sir  David  Lindsay's  Poems,  printed  in  1674,  while  "  dwelland  at  the  Nether 
Bow."  In  the  statement  of  debts  appended  to  his  will,  *  there  was  "  awand  to  Alesonn 
Tod,  mother  to  the  defunct,  for  half  ane  zeiris  male  of  the  house  iiii  1. ; "  while  there  waa 
due  to  him,  "  be  Michael  Bassinden,  bruther  to  the  said  vmquhile  Thomas,  of  byrun 
annuellis,  the  soume  of  ane  hundreth  ten  pundis."  From  this,  it  seems  probable  that  hia 
mother  was  liferentcd  in  that  part  of  the  house  which  formed  the  printer's  dwelling  and 
establishment,  while  the  remainder,  belonging  to  himself,  was  occupied  by  his  brother. 
At  all  events  he  leaves  in  his  will,  "  his  thrid,  the  ane  half  thairof  to  his  wyf,  and  the 
vthir  half  to  his  mother,  and  Michael,  and  his  bairnes ; "  in  which  we  presume  to  have 
been  included  the  house,  which  we  find  both  he  and  his  bairns  afterwards  poaaessing, 
and  for  which  no  rent  would  appear  to  have  been  exacted  during  the  lifetime  of  the 
printer. 

The  name  of  the  Fonntain,  by  which  the  old  tenement  is  distinguished  in  the  titles,  is 
curious.  The  well,  which  now  bears  the  same  name,  had  in  all  probability  formerly  stood 
either  in  front  of  this  building,  or  more  probably — from  the  speciality  of  the  name,  and 
the  narrowness  of  the  street  at  that  point — it  had  formed  a  portion  of  the  building  itself; 
for  it  is  not  styled  the  Fountain  Land,  according  to  usual  custom,  but  simply  TAe  Foun- 
tain. In  the  evidence  of  the  Earl  of  Bothwell's  accomplices,  already  referred  to,  it  is 
stated  by  William  Powrie,  that  after  "  thai  hard  the  crack,  thai  past  away  togidder  out  at 
the  Frier  Yet,  and  sinderit  quhen  thai  came  to  the  Cowgate,  pairt  up  the  Blackfrier 

■  nioairo's  Criminal  Triali,  Supplement,  p.  40S.  •  Banniityne  Hiac.,  vol.  U.  p.  202. 
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Wjmd,  and  pairt  up  the  oloiii  which  ii  under  the  Endmyleii  Well." '  Whether  this  be 
the  lune  well  ii  doubtAil,  bs  no  cloie  lower  down  sppeari  ae  a  thoroughfare  in  early  or 
later  mape  \  it  it  evident,  however,  that  the  name  of  the  Fountain  CloM  ia  derived  Arom 
■ome  other,  and  probably  much  more  iuiportant,  conduit  than  the  plain  atruoture  beaide 
John  Knox'a  houae,  which  haa  long  borne  the  aame  deaignation. 

On  the  eoat  aide  of  the  cloae,  directly  oppoaite  the  entrance  to  Baaaendyne'a  houae,  an 
ancient  entrance  of  a  highly  ornamental  character  appcara.  It  conaiata  of  two  doorwaya, 
with  narrow  pilaatera  on  each  aide  aupporting  the  architrave,  which  ia  adorned  with  a 
variety  of  inacriptiona,  aa  repreaented  in  the  accompanying  woodcut,  and  altogether  forma 
a  remarkably  neat  and  elegant  deaign.     Thia  ia  the  manaion  of  Adam  FuUerton,  whoae 


name  ia  carved  over  the  left  doorway — an  eminent  and  influential  citizen  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  and  an  active  colleague  and  coa^utor  of  Edward  Hope  in  the  cause  of  the 
Reformation.  In  1561,  hia  name  appears  aa  one  of  the  bailiea  of  Edinburgh,  who,  along 
with  Archibald  Douglas  of  Kilspindie,  the  provost,  laid  hold  of  a  poor  craftsman  who  had 
been  guilty  of  the  enormity  of  playing  Robin  Hood,  and  condemned  him  to  be  hanged — 
a  procedure  which  ended  in  the  mob  becoming  masters  of  the  town,  and  compelling  the 
magistrates  to  aue  for  the  mediation  of  the  (]K)vernor  of  the  Coatle,  and  at  length  fairly  to 
succumb  to  the  rioters.'  Only  two  months  after  this  commotion.  Queen  Mary  landed  at 
Leith,  and  was  loyally  entertained  by  the  town  of  Edinburgh — Adam  Fullerton,  doubt- 
less, taking  a  pro<  Inent  part  among  her  civic  hosts.  In  the  Qeneral  Assembly  held  at 
Leith,  January  10,  1571,  his  name  occurs  as  commissioner  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh.' 
On  the  23d  of  June  following,  during  the  memorable  siege  of  Edinburgh  by  the  Regent 
Mar,  in  the  name  of  the  infant  King,  the  burgesses  of  the  capital  who  favoured  the  Regent, 
to  the  number  of  two  hundred  men,  united  themselves  into  u  band,  and  passing  privately 
to  Leith,  which  was  then  held  by  the  Regent's  forces ;  they  there  made  choice  of  Adam 
Fullerton  for  their  captain.*  The  consequence  of  this  was  his  being  "  denuncit  our  souc- 
rone  ladies  rebell,  and  put  to  the  home  "  on  the  18th  of  August  following ; '  and  "  vpoun 
the  tnantie  nynt  day  of  the  said  moneth,  James  Duke  of  Chatteilarault,  G^eorge  Erie  of 
Huntlie,  Alexander  Lord  Home,  accumpanyit  with  diuerse  prelatis  and  barronis,  past  to 
the  tolbuith  of  Edinburgh ;  and  thair  sittand  in  parliament,  the  thrie  estaitts  being  con- 
venit,  foirfaltit  Matho  Erie  of  Lennox,  James  Erie  of  Mortoun,  John  Erie  of  Mar,"  and 
many  other  nobles,  knights,  and  burgesses,  of  the  Parliament,  foremost  among  the  latter 
of  whom  ia  Adam  Fullerton,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  "  and  decernit  ilk  ane  of  thame  to 


'  Fituirn'a  Criminil  Triala,  Supplement,  p.  £67. 
'  Booke  of  the  Uaivenall  Kirk,  p.  208. 


'  DiuiuRl  of  Occurrente,  p.  283 ;  ante,  p.  69. 

*  Diurnal  of  Occurrente,  p.  227.  Ibid,  p.  239. 
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havt  tint  tnd  fbirfkltit  thalr  lyrii,  liinda,  Md  gnidit,  knd  ordajrnit  thair  %tmn  to  bt 
rifln,  ftnd  thair  DMnci  and  mnan  to  b«  aluidit  oat  of  tha  buikU  tlutirof  for  aiwr." '  Tha 
ontlawad  bnrgaaa'a  houaa  in  tha  Fountain  Cloie  appaara  to  hara  bean  immadiataljr  aaiiad 
hf  hia  opponanta  aa  a  forfeiture  to  tha  Quean,  in  whoaa  name  thejr  acted,  and  to  hara 
bean  oonTartcd  into  a  battery  and  itronghold  for  aaaailing  tha  onemjr,  fur  which  ita  loflj 
character  and  ricinity  to  tha  city  wall  peculiarly  fitted  it.  A  conteni|)orary  hiatorian 
relatea  that  "  the  Regent,  Johne  Erie  of  Mar,  for  beaeagaing  of  the  toun  of  Edinburgh, 
cawait  nyne  pece  of  ordonance,  great  and  amall,  be  broght  to  tha  Cannogait,  to  hara 
aaaailiait  the  aaat  port  of  tha  tonn  t  hot  that  place  waa  not  thoght  commodioua,  wharefore 
tha  gunnia  war  traniportit  to  a  fluubnrg  of  the  tonn,  callit  Pleaaanda  i  and  thairfht  they 
laid  to  thair  batteria  agania  tha  tonn  walla,  whilk  began  the  tent  of  September,  and  ahot 
at  a  platAirma  whilk  waa  erectit  upon  a  houaheid,  perteining  to  Adame  Fullartonn."  ' 
'  Thia  deaperata  and  bloody  civil  war  waa  happily  of  brief  duration.  Adam  Fullarton 
apaedily  returned  to  hia  honae  at  the  Nether  Bow ;  and  while  the  Bngliah  forcaa  under  Sir 
William  Durie  were  oaating  up  trenchea  and  planting  cannon  for  the  aiege  of  Edinburgh 
Caatle  in  the  name  of  the  young  King,  he  waa  again  choaen  a  burgeaa  of  the  Parliament 
which  aaaembled  in  the  Tolbooth  on  the  26th  of  April  167.1.*  Thia  date  correaponda  with 
that  carved  on  the  lintel  of  the  old  manaion  in  the  Fountain  Cloae.  It  may  be  doubted, 
however,  whether  it  indicatea  more  than  ita  repair,  aa  it  ia  oxpreaaly  mentioned  by  the 
contemporary  already  quoted,  that  "th^j  did  litUl  or  na  akaith  to  the  aaid  houa  and 
platforme."*  We  can  hardly  doubt  that  thia  ancient  tenement  will  be  viewed  with 
increaaing  intereat  by  our  local  antiquariea,  aaaociated  aa  it  ia  with  ao  important  a  period 
of  national  hiatory.  The  vineit  veritat  of  the  brave  old  burgher  acquirea  a  new  force  when 
we  conaider  the  ciroumitancea  that  dictated  ita  inscription,  and  the  deaperate  struggle  in 
which  he  had  borne  a  leading  part,  before  he  returned  to  carve  theae  pioua  aphoriama 
over  the  threahold  that  had  ao  recently  been  held  by  hie  enemies.  It  only  remaina  to  be 
mentioned  of  the  Fountain  Close,  that  it  f  med,  at  a  very  recent  period,  the  only  direct 
access  from  the  High  Street  to  the  (Jowgate  Chapel,  while  that  was  the  largest  and  most 
fashionable  Episcopal  Chapel  in  Edinburgh. 

Immediately  below  this  is  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale's  Close,  vhoae  large  mansion  still 
remains  at  the  foot  of  it,  though  long  since  deserted  by  its  noJ  <  acupanta.  It  ia  men- 
tioned by  Defoe  among  the  princely  buildinga  of  Edinburgh,  *'  vtl  i  a  plantation  of  lime 
trees  behind  it,  the  place  not  allowing  room  for  a  large  garden." '  This,  however,  must 
have  been  afterwards  remedied,  aa  its  pleasure  grounda  latterly  extended  down  to  the 
Cowgate.  Succcsaive  generations  of  the  Tweeddole  family  have  occupied  this  house,  which 
continued  to  be  their  town  residence  till  the  general  desertion  of  the  Scottish  capital  by 
the  nobility  soon  after  the  Union.  The  old  mansion  still  retains  many  traces  of  former 
magnificence,  notwithstanding  the  rude  changes  to  which  it  has  been  aince  subjected.  Its 
builder  and  first  occupant  was  Lady  Yester,  the  pious  founder  of  the  church  in  Edinburgh 
that  bears  her  name.*    By  her  it  waa  presented  to  her  grandson,  John,  second  Earl  of 


'  Dlura.  of  Ooouimti,  p,  344.  *  Hiat.  o(  Jimet  the  But,  BMin.  Cluh,  p.  94. 

>  Dlurn.  of  Oco.,  p.  SSI.  *  Hiit.  of  Jtmn  th*  8«it,  p.  2S1,  •  0«fo«'i  Tuur,  toI.  ir.  p.  80. 

*  Dun*  U*rgmr*t  K*r,  Luif  Yotor,  third  lUughtar  of  Mark,  flnt  Eul  of  Lotbiui,  wu  burn  in  1S73,  tho  y«r  of 
John  Knoz'i  dmth,  to  ihat  TwMddala  HouM  is  i  building  u(  th*  earljr  part  of  th*  Mv«nt«*nth  otnturjr.    Among  th* 
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T»Md«Ula,  »  MiiMwhkt  varMtlU  politician,  who  Jolncil  th*  ■UmUnl  of  Charlci  I.  •! 
NottlDghun,  ill  1642,  during  (ha  lifotim*  of  hi*  fltthcr.  Ila  >fl«rw»nlt  wlnpUd  th« 
popnlur  OMM,  and  fought  «t  th«  h«ad  of  »  Hcottiih  troop  %i  tha  n«ttlo  of  Mtrtton  Moor. 
Ha  naaiatad  at  tha  coronation  of  Cliarlaa  II.  at  Boona,  and  lat  tharaaftar  In  Cromwall'a 
Parltainant  aa  mambar  for  tha  county  of  Haddington.  Ila  waa  aworn  a  privy  oonnolllor 
to  tha  King  on  hia  raatoratlon,  and  continued  in  tha  aama  by  Jamaa  VII.  Ila  llvad  to 
taka  an  actlva  ahare  In  tha  Itavolntion,  and  to  All  tha  office  of  High  Chanoellor  of 
Scotland  under  William  III.,  bjr  whom  ha  waa  created  Maniuia  of  Tweeddale,  and 
aftarwarda  appointed  High  Commieaioner  to  tha  Soottiah  Parliament  in  1605,  while  th« 
grand  project  of  the  Darien  expedition  waa  pending.  He  died  at  Kdinbnrgh  before  that 
icheme  waa  carried  out,  and  la  perhapa  aa  good  a  ipeoimen  aa  could  be  lelf^oted  of  tha 
fHolktreoek  politieian  of  uncertain  timca.  Tlie  laat  noble  occupant  of  the  old  manalon 
at  the  Nether  Bow  waa,  we  believe,  the  fourth  Marquii,  who  hold  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State  for  Scotland  from  1742  until  ita  abolition.  The  fine  old  gardena,  which  da' 
ioended  bjr  a  iucceaaion  of  ornamental  terraooa  to  the  (Jowgate,  were  deatrojred  to  maka 
wiqr  for  the  Cowgata  Chapel,  now  alao  fonaken  by  ita  original  fuundera.  Thla  locality 
poaaaaaee  a  myaterloua  intereet  to  our  older  oitlieni,  the  narrow  alley  that  leada  Into 
Tweeddale  Court  having  been  the  acene,  in  1806,  of  the  murder  of  Begbio,  a  porter 
of  the  Brltiih  Linen  Company*!  Bank — an  occurrence  which  ranka,  among  the  goaiipa 
of  the  Scottiah  capital,  with  the  Ikon  Baailike,  or  the  Man  In  the  Iron  Maak.  Tweeddale 
Uouae  waa  at  that  time  occupied  by  the  Brltiih  Linen  Banking  Company,  and  aa  Begbla 
waa  entering  the  oloie  in  the  duik  of  the  evening,  having  In  hla  poateailon  £4302, 
which  he  waa  bringing  from  the  Lelth  Branch,  he  waa  atabbed  directly  to  the  heart 
with  the  blow  of  a  knife,  and  the  whole  money  carried  off,  without  any  clue  being 
found  to  the  perpetrator  of  the  deed.  A  reward  of  five  hundred  gninoaa  waa  offered 
for  hia  diicovery,  but  although  lome  of  the  notea  were  found  concealed  in  the  grounda 
of  Bellevue,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  no  trace  of  the  murderer  could  be 
obtained.  There  la  little  doubt,  however,  that  the  aaiaaaln  waa  Jamoa  Mackoull,  a 
native  of  London,  and  "  a  thief  by  profesilon,"  who  had  the  hardihood  to  return  to 
Edinburgh  the  following  year,  and  take  up  hia  residence  in  Roae  Street  under  the  name 
of  Captain  Moffat.  He  waa  afterwards  implicated  In  the  robbery  of  the  Paisley  Union 
Bank,  when  £20,000  were  aucceiaAilly  carried  off;  and  though,  after  yeara  of  delay, 
he  waa  at  length  convicted  and  condemned  to  be  executed,  the  hardy  villain  obtained  a 
reprieve,  and  died  in  Edinburgh  Jail  fourteen  years  after  the  perpetration  of  the 
undiscovered  murder.  The  exact  spot  on  which  this  mysterious  deed  was  effected  ie 
pointed  out  to  the  curious.  TIic  murderer  must  have  stood  within  the  entry  to  a  stair 
on  the  right  side  of  the  close,  at  the  step  of  which  Begble  bled  to  death  undiscovered, 
though  within  a  few  feet  of  the  most  crowded  thoroughfare  in  the  town.  The  lovers 
of  the  marvellops  may  still  be  found  occasionally  recurring  to  thia  riddle,  and  not- 

littol  UAj  Yoittr'i  "MoHlflottioDi  "  (M8.  Adtoo.  Lib.)  !•  the  (ollowtng :— "  At  Edinburgh  built  tnd  npaind  u* 
(TMt  todgiof,  in  tha  wutb  tide  o(  the  High  Stmt,  near  tb«  Ntthcr  Buw,  and  murtified  out  o(  lh«  um*  mm  jwurl;  an  : 
nnt  300  n.  for  the  poor  in  tb*  boipltal  bcitda  tb«  Collaga  kirk  y' ;  and  ]rraft«r  baring  ratoind  to  b«atow  j»  •'  lodging, 
with  tb*  wbolt  (uraltur*  jrin  to  Jo  :  now  K.  of  Tweoddala,  bar  ojr,  by  ooniont  of  tha  Town  Council,  miniatara,  and 
kirk  aaaiioBa,  aba  radaemed  the  a'  lodging,  and  fraad  it,  by  payment  of  2000  marka,  and  left  the  a*  lodging  only  bur- 
dened with  40  m.  yearly." 
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withatNndinf  lh«  •IncitUllon  of  it  nhmA  to  abova,  th«  qnaation  rtm«ii»  with 
th«in  M  IntamtiDK  knd  myitcrioiu  m  at  Arat,  '*  Who  mnnlarad  Ikgbia  ?  " 

Thia  aaiitern  iKxik  of  tha  Ulil  Town  haa  other  aaaocUtiona  with  men  rminant  for  talanta 
and  noted  for  their  deed*,  though  trailition  haa  naglactetl  to  Haign  tha  exact  tenamanta 
wherein  they  dwelt  of  jrore,  while  mingling  with  the  living  crowd.  Hara  waa  tha  aboda 
of  Itoliert  I<elipreTik,  another  of  our  early  fl«-otli«h  |irintera,  to  whom  it  ia  probable  that 
HMacndjrne  aunceeiled,  on  hia  removal  to  Ht  Andrewa  in  IA70.  Here,  too,  appeMra  to 
have  been  the  lodging  of  Archbiahop  Hharp^  Nicoll  telle  ua  that  tha  newljr-conaecrtted 
biahofia,  on  the  Nth  of  Majr  |fM!2,  <*  lieing  all  convenit  in  the  Bialiop  of  Ht  Andrwia  hoaa, 
neir  to  the  Neddir  liow,  coma  up  all  in  their  gownia,  and  come  to  th<-  Parliament,  qnha 
wer  reaavit  with  much  hfinour,  being  convojrit  tt%  the  Arohebiaohop  of  Hant  Androla  hooa 
with  2  eriea,  via.,  the  Brie  of  Kellie  and  the  Kria  of  Wejrmia."  Of  acaroa  leaa  intereat  la 
the  hiatorjr  of  a  humble  barber  and  wig-maker,  who  carried  on  buaineaa  at  the  Nathar 
Bow,  where  hia  gifted  aon,  William  Falconer,  the  author  of  *•  The  Hhipwrack,"  ia  ballaTcd 
to  have  been  born  about  1730.  Here,  at  least,  waa  hia  home  and  plajrgronnd  doring  hia 
early  yeara,  while  h«  ahared  in  the  aporta  and  fVolica  of  the  riaing  generation  t  all  bat 
bimaelf  long  ainca  at  reat  in  forgotten  gravea. 

World'a  End  CUmc  ia  the  appropriate  title  of  the  laat  alley  before  we  reach  the  ait*  of 
the  Nether  Bow  Port,  that  terminated  of  old  the  boundariea  of  the  walled  capital,  and 
separated  it  (Vom  ita  courtly  rival,  tho  Burgh  of  Canongate.  It  ia  called,  in  tha  earlieat 
title-deed  we  have  aeen  connected  with  it,  Sir  Jamea  Btanfleld'a  Cloae  i '  and  thongh  the 
greater  part  of  it  haa  been  recently  rebuilt,  it  atill  rotaina  a  few  intereating  traoea  of 
former  timea.  Over  the  doorway  of  a  modern  land,  a  finely  carved  piece  of  open  tracery 
ia  built  into  the  wall,  apiwrcntly  the  top  of  a  very  rich  Gothic  niche,  aimilar  to  thoaa  in 
BIyth'a  Cloae  and  ol*owhi*re  j  and  on  the  lintel  of  an  old  land  at  the  foot  of  tha  close, 
there  ia  a  ahield  of  arma,  now  partly  defaced,  and  thia  variation  of  the  common 
motto ! — Praiszb  .  thb  .  Lord  .  roa  .  al  .  hm  .  Girria  .M.S.  With  which  piona 
ascription  we  bid  adieu  for  a  time  to  Old  Edinburgh,  properly  so  called,  and  paaa  into  the 
ancient  Royal  Burgh  of  Canongate. 


■  ThU,  »•  prMumc,  whSU  Jtmn  BUnAdd  of  NawroilU,  nr  AmM6tld,  whoM  dMih  took  pliM  la  IMS,  uadcr 
•IrcttBMUUMW  of  pMulUr  mjiUrjr,  Ho  wm  luund  drownwl,  «nd  tuiplolun  b«lD|  tirlud  bj  •  butjr  fuBoral,  lod  Um 
fMt,  la  WM  kllagtd,  that  bU  «!(•  had  tha  grava  alothaa  all  raaily  for  him  bafora  hia  daatb,  tha  Vtiij  Couaall  appobtad 
two  aurgaona  to  aiamina  tha  body,  who  raportad  that  tha  corpaa  bltd  od  baing  touchad  bj  bla  aldaal  aon,  Philip.  Hia 
aarranta  wara  apprahandad  and  put  to  tba  tortura,  without  aliolting  anjr  furtbar  proof,  and  jrat,  on  varjr  vagua 
aircunutaotial  aitidanea,  addad  to  tba  miraauloua  taatimonjp  of  tha  murdarad  man,  ttw  aon — a  nutorloua  profligata — 
waa  oondamnad  to  dtath,  and  hangad  at  tha  Or«aa  of  Kilinburgb.  Hia  tongiia  waa  out  out  for  auraing  bla  fatbar, 
bla  right  hand  itruck  off  (or  parrlcida,  hia  haail  aipoaad  on  tha  aaat  port  of  Haddington,  aa  naaraat  tha  aaana  of  tba 
Burdar,  and  bla  bodjr  hung  in  obaina  on  tha  Uallow-laa,  batwaan  Edinburgh  and  Laltb.  Ha  diad  danjing  hia 
guilt,  and  Funntaiohall  ailda,  aftar  raeording  auudrj  miraeuloua  avidanaaa  againat  him :  "  Thia  ia  a  dark  eaaa  of 
dWInatlon,  to  ba  ramittad  to  tha  graat  daj  i  onljr  It  ia  eartain  ha  waa  a  bad  youth,  and  may  atrra  aa  a  baaoun  to  all 
proSigata  paraona." 


CHAPTER  VII. 
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^HR  anoUnt  Rurirh  of  Obnonipila  majr  claim  m  iU 
*     fo 


w    I 


fuiinilvr  th«    Mintad    l>»vi(l    I.,   bjr  whom    th* 

AblMjr  of  llolyitHxl  WM  planted  in   tha    PorMt  of 

DrumMlph  nitrljr  in  th«  twelfth  century,  «■  a  thrine 

for  the  miraculoui  rroM  which  the  rojral  hunter  *o 

^^^^^^^^^^  unexpectedly  nbteinod  within  ita  eylvan  ffladea.     It 

^    mM^^^^^^^B^^^^       cprunK  up  wholly  ind«|)«ndt<nt  nf  the  noiKlibourinf 

■■^^^^^^^^^^^^^^iC      capital,   gathering   a«   naturally  arouncl  the  eon*e- 

crated  walli  of  the  monaatery,  whote  dependenta 
and  raaaala  were  it*  enrlieat  builder*,  aa  did  ita  war- 
like neighbour  aheltcr  itarif  under  the  overhanging 
battlement*  of  the  more  ancient  fortreaa.  Some- 
thing of  a  native-liorn  character  aeema  to  have 
poaaeaaed  theie  rival*,  and  exhibited  iUelf  in  very 
legible  phaiea  in  their  after  hiatory  t  each  of  them 
retoininK  diatinctiva  marka  of  their  very  different 
parutitogo.' 

In  the  year  UfiO,  when  Jamea  II.  granted  to  the 
liegea  hia  charter,  empowering  thorn  "  to  foaae,  bul- 
wark, wall,  toure,  turate,  and  otherwiee  to  itrengthen  " 
hi*  Burgh  of  Kdinburgh,  beoau*e  of  their  "dreid 
of  the  evil  and  ekeith  of  oure  enemie*  of  England," 
the*e  rampart*  extended  no  further  ca*tward  than 
the  Nether  Dow.  Open  field*,  in  all  probikbility, 
then  lay  ouUide  the  gate,  dividing  from  it  the  town- 
*hip  of  the  neighbouring  Abbey ;  and  although  at  a 
later  jwriod  a  luburb  would  appear  to  have  been 
built  boyoud  the  walla,  ao  that  the  juriadiction  of  the  town  waa  claimed  within  the 
Burgh  of  Canongate  ao  far  aa  St  John'*  Cro**,  no  attempt  waa  made  to  eocure  or  to 

'  Til  ?U(iatratM  of  th*  CuonpU  eUimad  •  huiM  lordahlp  0T«r  th«  property  nf  lb*  burgh,  M  tb«  iiiaoMmn 
of  IU  iplritukl  mpcriun,  mott  of  th*  titla-dMdi  running  Ihu* :— "  To  b*  hnldan  of  U»  Magialnt*  o(  (>>•  C*nong»to,  M 
gom*  in  pUo*  of  Um  UooMUry  of  UoljreroM." 

Viomni— CtnongaU  Tulbooth. 


t 


THH  C A  SONG  ATM  AND  ANHKY  SANCTUARY. 


*7J 


pmlMl  il  tn  •njr  UUr  •ilanal'tn  nf  Ik*  ttttiilieMiUmt  of  Ik*  (••|»lUl.  Tow«nla  IkU  nlmrb, 
ttw  Httr|k  of  lk«  ('Kitona  of  Hnljtn»M  gT*^^nm\\y  |ifnirr*M«fl  wMlward,  until,  m  now,  on« 
■nkmkcn  lin«  of  hi)UMi  •il«n>li'<l  fh>m  Ihn  I'lctU  lo  iha  Abltajr. 

Il  M«m«  ttniiiK*  lUnl  no  •Itnmpt  ihoutil  hav*  Iimn  rimIh,  •Khar  In  Iha  liiaMlmna  jranr 
lain,  whan  Iha  Cuwfnla  wu  anol<MMNl,  or  at  any  aultaaquanl  |wriiNi,  to  innlwla  Iha 
('nnongala  ami  Iha  rojral  raaiilanra  within  Iha  aalaniUd  mllilarjr  ilafanMa,  It  only  aAmU, 
howavar,  ailililional  nvidnnt'a  Ihat  Iha  markail  illffaranea  In  Iha  origin  of  aark  malnlalnad 
an  Inliuanra  avan  aflar  Iha  la|ia«  of  eanfariaa.*  Tha  itMbahlllly  la,  that  franlar  oonAdanot 
waa  rapoaail  bulh  lijr  vUrgj  and  laity  In  Iha  aanolitjr  of  Iha  monka  of  llolyrood  than  in 
tha  martial  prowaaa  of  thair  raaaaU.  Nor  did  auoh  ralianea  prnva  miaplaiiad,  until,  in  Iha 
yaar  IA44,  tha  hoata  of  Hanry  VIII.  ravai(a«l  Iha  dUlraetad  and  dafannalaaa  kinfdom, 
undar  Ika  ipiidanra  of  Iha  Karl  of  Hartford,  to  whom  Iha  Monk'a  eowl  and  Ika  Abbot'a 
mlira  wara  avan  laaa  aai^rad  than  tha  jaatar'a  auil  of  motlay.  Thara  la  littla  raaaon  lo  think 
that  a  aingia  fh^^nant  of  bttilding  prior  to  Ihat  Inraaion  aiiata  in  tha  Canongata,  apart 
from  tha  ramaina  of  tha  Abbay  and  Palaca  of  llolyrotNl.  Tha  ratttrn  of  Quaan  Mary, 
howavar,  to  H<'otland  In  IMI,  and  tha  parmanant  raaidanoa  of  Ika  Coart  at  llolyrood, 
gava  a  naw  impatua  to  tha  capital  and  ita  inbnrban  nalghht)nr.  Tha  aarllaat  data  now 
to  lia  found  on  any  privata  building  i*  Ihat  of  lAAA,  whirh  ocrura  on  an  anclant  lanamant 
at  tha  head  of  l>un)>ar'a  Cloaa  i  and  la  nharactariaeil  by  featnraa  of  antiquity  no  laaa 
atrongiy  marked  than  thoaa  on  any  of  thn  moat  VKnarablo  fkbrica  In  tha  bnrgh. 

The  rival  I'arliameut  which  a«««>mbl«d  hero  iluring  tlia  aiege  of  the  capital  In  1A71, 
under  the  Itegont  I«nnox,  *■  in  William  Oikia  houa  in  the  (^nnongat,  within  the  froidom 
of  Edinburgh,  albeit  the  anmyno  wca  mwht  within  t\w  \Htttln  Ihairnf,"  haa  alraaiiy  been 
referred  to,'  Hnt  an  ingrnioua  atratngcm  which  waa  tried  by  the  beaiegera  ahortly 
afterwarda,  for  thn  purpoao  of  aurpriaing  the  town,  forma  one  of  the  moat  Intorealing 
inrldonta  connortcd  with  thia  locality.  Thia  *' alicht  of  weir"  la  thna  narrated  by  tha 
contemporary  diariat  already  quoted  i— Upon  the  'i'id  day  of  Auguat  1A7I,  my  Lord 
Ri>gent  and  the  noblea  profraaing  the  King'«  authority,  aaeing  they  could  not  obtain 
entry  into  the  burgh  of  K<linburgli,  rauacd  aeveral  luanda  of  aoldiera  to  proceed  tnm 
Leith  during  the  night  and  conceal  thomaelvva  in  rhe  cioaea  and  ai^oining  houaea 
Immediately  without  the  Nether  Dow  Port,  while  a  conaldfrable  raaerra  forea  waa 
collected  at  the  Abbey,  ready  on  a  concerted  aignal  trom  their  tiimpcta  to  haaten  to 
their  aid.  On  the  following  morning,  about  five  o'clock,  when  it  waa  Iwlicved  the  night 
watch  would  Im)  withdrawn,  aix  aoldiera,  diaguiaed  aa  millera,  approached  the  Port,  leading 
a  file  of  horaea  laden  with  »wk»  of  meal,  which  were  to  be  thrown  down  aa  they  entered, 
ao  aa  to  impede  tho  cloaing  of  the  gatea  ;  and  while  they  aaaallctl  the  wardci'a  with 
weapona  they  wore  concealed  under  their  diaguiae,  the  men  in  ambuih  were  ready  to  ruah 
out  and  atorm  the  town.  Hut,  aaya  the  diariat,  "  the  eternall  God,  knawing  tho  cruell 
murther  that  wnld  liauo  Wnn  done  and  committit  vpoun  innocent  pover  peraouia  of  the 
anid  burgh,  wald  not  thole  thia  interpryie  to  tak  aucceiae,  but  eviu  quhcn  the  laid  meill 


'  Tb«  CuongmU  tppMn  t«  hat*  bMn  no  tu  tnsloMd  u  to  UMw*r  ordliHrjr  inunl«l|wl  |)urp«Ma.  Il  hud  lU  |»t«, 
which  wn*  ihut  »t  nliht,  u  ti  ihnwn  (urtbar  nn,  but  tbt  wtlU  du  not  Main  t<>  btv*  partaktn  in  any  iI»(tm  o(  tha 
abanatar  of  mtliury  dafancaa,  and  wara  narar  attamplad  ta  b*  haM  out  aialnat  an  anamjr. 

■  Diunul  o(  Ooaurranta,  p.  Hi  ;  ridt  »nta,p,  II 
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wei  klmaiit  at  the  port,  and  the  uid  men  of  weare  standand  in  oloii  heida  in  readinea  to 
hane  enterit  at  the  bak  of  the  aamyne,  movit  Thomaa  Barrie  to  paai  fUrth  of  the  port, 
donn  to  the  Cannogait,  to  hare  lene  hii  awno  hotia,  quhair  in  his  laid  paaiage  he 
periavit  the  laidii  ambnihmontii  of  men  of  weare,  and  with  celeritie  retnrnit  and  warnit 
the  watohemen  and  keiparii  of  the  laid  port ;  quhilk  oausit  thamo  to  steik  the  lamin 
quicklie,  and  raa  thii  deryie  and  interpryie  take  na  proipe.'iui  effect"  *  The  citiieni 
took  warning  fVom  thi«,  and  built  another  gate  within  the  outer  port  to  leoure  them 
againat  any  auch  aurpriae.  There  ia  aomething  amuaingly  aimple  both  in  the  ambuacade 
of  the  beaiegora,  and  ita  diacoTery  by  the  honeat  burgher  while  taking  hia  quiet  morning'a 
stroll  beyond  the  walla.  But  the  whole  inoidenta  of  the  aiege  diaplay  an  almoat  total 
ignorance  of  the  acienoe  of  war,  or  of  the  uau  of  the  engines  they  had  at  command.  The 
beaiegera  gallop  up  Leith  Wyud  and  down  St  Mary's  Wynd,  on  their  way  to  Dalkeith, 
seemingly  unmolested  by  the  burgher  watch,  who  overlooked  them  from  the  walla ;  or 
they  valorously  drag  their  artillery  up  the  Canongc'e,  and  after  venturing  a  few  shots  at 
the  Nether  Bow  they  drag  thom  back,  regarding  it  aa  a  feat  of  no  little  merit  to  get  them 
aafely  home  again. 

Many  houaea  atill  remain  acattered  about  the  main  street  and  the  lanes  of  the  Canon- 
gate  which  withstood  these  viciaaitudea  of  the  Douglaa  wars ;  and  one  which  has  been 
described  to  ua  by  ita  owner  aa  of  old  atyled  the  Parliament  House,  may  possibly  be  that 
of  William  Oikis,  wherein  the  Regent  Lennox,  with  the  Earls  of  Morton,  Mar,  Olen- 
cairn,  Crawford,  Menteith,  and  Buchan ;  the  Lords  Ruthven  and  Lindsay  and  others 
assembled,  and  after  pronouncing  the  doom  of  forefaulture  against  William  Maitland, 

younger  of  Lethington,  and  the  chief  of  their  opponents, 
a^ourned  the  Parliament  to  meet  again  at  Stirling. 
This  house,'  which  was  situated  on  the  west  aide  of  the 
Old  Fleah  Market  Cloae,  presented  externally  as  mean 
and  uninviting  an  appearance  as  might  well  be  con- 
ceived. An  inspection  of  its  interior,  however,  fur- 
nished unquestionable  evidence  both  of  its  former 
magnificence  and  its  early  date.  The  house  before 
its  entire  demolition  was  in  the  most  wretched  state 
of  decay,  and  was  one  of  the  very  last  buildings 
in  Edinburgh  that  a  superficial  observer  would  have 
singled  out  for  any  assemblage  except  a  parliament  of 
jolly  beggars ;  but  on  penetrating  to  an  inner  lobby 
of  its  gloomy  interior,  a  large  and  curiously  carved 
niche  was  discovered,  of  the  same  character  as  those 
described  in  the  Guise  Palace.  The  workmanship  of 
it,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  view,  though 
in  a  style  apparently  aomewhat  later,  is  much  more 
elaborate  than  any  of  those  previously  noticed,  except  the  largest  one  on  th«i  east  side  of 

»  Diurn.  of  OocurrenU,  pp.  239,  240. 

•  The  hou»e,  with  wveral  of  the  «djolnlng  clom  here  referred  to,  hu  been  t*ken  down,  at  the  instance  of  the  City 
ImproTemenbi'  Commluiun. 
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Blyth'i  CIoM.  Directly  oppoiite  to  thii,  but  lepanted  firom  it  bj  modern  pwtiticni, 
ft  large  Qotbio  fireplace  remained,  decorated  with  rich  mouldings  and  olnitered 
pillars  at  the  lidea.  On  the  occasion  referred  to,  the  burgesses  and  the  garrison  of 
the  Castle  used  their  utmost  efforts  to  compel  the  Regent's  advisers  to  adjourn.  Cannon 
were  planted  in  the  Blackfriars'  Yards,  as  well  as  on  the  walls,  to  batter  this  novel 
Parliament  House ;  and  the  Castle  guns  were  plied  with  such  effect  as  "  did  greit  skaith 
in  the  held  of  the  Cannogait  to  the  houssis  thairof,'  " 

The  adjoining  closes  to  the  eastward  abounded,  a  few  years  since,  with  ancient  timber- 
fironted  tenements  of  a  singularly  picturesque  character ;  but  the  value  of  property  became 
for  a  time  so  much  depreciated  in  this  neighbourhood  that  the  whole  were  abandoned  by 
their  owners  to  ruinous  decay.  When  making  a  drawing  of  a  group  of  them  some  years 
ago,  which  presented  peculiarly  attractive  features  for  the  pencil,  we  were  amused  to 
observe  more  than  one  weather-worn  intimation  of  Lodginga  to  Let,  enlivening  the  fVonts 
of  tenements  which  probably  not  even  the  most  needy  or  fearless  mendicant  would  have 
ventured  to  occupy,  though  their  hospitable  doors  stood  wide  to  second  the  liberal  invitation. 
When  we  next  visited  them,  the  whole  ma^s  had  tumbled  to  ruin,  leaving  only  here  and 
there  a  sculptured  doorway  and  a  defaced  inscription  to  indicate  their  importance  in  other 
times,  several  of  which  remained  till  lately  both  in  Coul's  and  the  Old  High  School 
Closes.  To  the  east  of  the  latter  there  stood,  till  within  the  last  few  years,  a  fine  old 
stone  land,  with  its  main  front  in  Mid  Common  Close,  adorned  with  dormer  windows, 
string  courses,  and  other  architectural  decorations  of  an  early  period.  Over  one  of  the 
windows  on  the  first  floor,  the  following  devout  confession  of  faith  was  cut  in  large  Roman 
characters : — i .  takk  .  the  .  t.obd  .  jebvb  .  as  .  ht  .  only  .  all  .  sviticient  .  portion  . 
TO  .  CONTENT  .  HE  .  1014.  This  tenement,  however,  shared  the  fate  of  its  less  substantial 
neighbours,  having  been  pulled  down  for  other  buildings. 

The  Old  High  School  Close  derived  its  name  from  a  large  and  handsome  mansion  which 
stood  in  an  open  court  at  the  foot,  and  was  occupied  for  many  years  as  the  High  School 
of  the  Burgh.  The  building  was  ornamented  with  dormer  window  d,  and  a  neat  pediment 
in  the  centre,  bearing  a  sun  dial,  with  the  date  1704.  The  school  dated  from  a  much 
remoter  era,  however,  than  this  would  imply;  it  appears  to  have  been  founded  in  con- 
nection with  the  Abbey,  long  before  a  similar  institution  existed  in  the  capital.  It  b 
referred  to  in  a  charter  granted  by  James  Y.  in  1520;  and  Henryson,  once  the  pupil 
of  Vocat,  clerk  and  orator  of  the  Convent  of  Holyrood,  is  named  as  having  successfully 
taught  the  Grammar  School  of  the  Burgh  of  Canongate.  Repeated  notices  of  it  occur  in 
the  Burgh  Records,  e.g.: — "5  April  1580. — The  quhilk  day  compeirit  Gilbert  Tailyeour, 
skuilmaister,  and  renuncit  and  dimittit  his  gift  grauntit  to  him  bo  Adame  Bischope  of 


>  Contemporarj  aUudooi  to  Uiit  PtrlUmant  rendtr  it  more  likely  that  iti  pUce  of  meeting  was  on  the  aouth  tide  of 
the  itreet,  ai  it  wa*  battered  from  the  Blackfriars'  Yards.  Moreover,  it  seems  probable  that  the  whole  of  the  north  aide 
was  an  uniliiputed  part  of  the  Btiigh  of  Canongate,  as  it  now  is  of  the  pariah ; .  while  un  the  south  its  parochial  bounds 
extend  no  further  westward  than  St  John's  Cross.  In  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  1540  (ante,  p.  44),  the  Abbot  of 
Holyrood  is  referred  to  as  the  acknowledged  superior  of  the  east  side  of  Leitb  Wyiid.  The  old  house  is,  at  any  rate,  one 
which  existed  at  the  period,  and  was  then  a  mansion  of  no  mean  note.  The  occupants  of  it  some  thirty  years  ago 
used  to  tell  the  usual  story  of  Queen  Hary  having  resided  there,  and  professed  to  point  ont  her  chapel,  with  the  con- 
feuional — a  place  certainly  constructed  with  some  suitableness  for  such  a  purpose — the  site  of  the  altar,  the  priest's 
robing-room,  Ac,  and  all  iu  a  craxy  attic,  which,  long  before  its  final  destruction,  seemed  to  have  been  deserted  as  past 
hope  of  repair. 
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Orknay,  of  the  ryoht  of  the  Qrammar  Sohole  daring  hi>  lyftyme,  in  favouria  of  the 
bailliei  and  counaall,"  who  accordingly  restored  it  to  him,  "  to  be  haldin  of  thame,  aa 
thai  quha  hea  undontitt  ryoht  to  diapone  the  aamyne.'"  At  the  head  of  Bae'a  Close,  a 
little  Airther  to  the  eaatward,  another  long  and  intereating  inacription  of  the  aame  period, 
though  earlier  in  ita  atyle,  ia  inacribed  over  the  entrance  to  the  oloae.  It  conaiata  of  the 
following  prayer  :— 

HIBEBIRI  MEI  OOMIMB :  A  PCOATO,  rBOBRO,  DKBITO, 
KT  MOBTK  8CBITA,  MB  LIBBBA.       1  ■  6  '  1  ■  8  ' 

Thia,  which  ia  one  of  the  moat  beautiAil  inacriptiona  of  the  Old  Town,  haa  been  recently 
partially  concealed  by  a  modem  ahop  Aront ;  but  the  whole  ia  given,  with  a  alight  varia- 
tion,  in  the  Theatrum  Mortalium.*  Immediately  at^oining  this,  another  atone  tenement 
of  aimilar  character  preaenta  ita  antique  gabled  fa<;ade  to  the  street,  adorned  with  a 
curious  figure  of  a  turbaned  Moor  occupying  a  pulpit,  projecting  ftom  a  recess  over  the 
second  floor.  Yarioua  romantic  atoriea  are  told  of  the  Morocco  Land,  aa  this  ancient 
tenement  is  styled.  The  following  is  as  complete  an  outline  of  the  most  consistent  of 
them  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather,  though  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  premise  that  it 
rests  on  very  different  authority  from  some  of  the  historical  associations  previously 
noticed : — 

During  one  of  the  tumultuous  outbreaks  for  which  the  mob  of  Edinburgh  has  rendered 
itself  noted  at  all  periods,  and  which  occurred  soon  after  the  accession  of  Charles  L  to  hia 
father's  throne,  the  provoat — who  had  rendered  himself  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the 
rioters — ^was  assaulted,  his  house  broken  into  and  fired,  and  mob  law  completely  esta- 
blished in  the  town.  On  the  restoration  of  order  several  of  the  rioters  were  seized,  and, 
among  others,  Andrew  Oray,  a  younger  son  of  the  Master  of  Qray,  whose  descendants 
now  inherit  the  ancient  honours  and  title  of  that  family.  He  was  convicted  as  the  ring- 
leader of  the  mob,  and,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  powerful  friends,  such  was  the 
influence  of  the  provost — who  was  naturally  exasperated  by  the  proceedings  of  the  rioters — 
that  young  Gray  was  condemned  to  be  executed  within  a  day  or  two  after  his  trial.  The 
last  day  of  his  doomed  life  had  drawn  to  a  close,  and  the  scaffold  was  already  preparing  at 
the  Cross  for  his  ignominious  death ;  but  the  Old  Tolbooth  showed,  as  usual,  its  proper 
sense  of  the  privileges  of  gentle  blood.  That  very  night  he  effected  his  escape  by  means 
of  a  rope  and  file  conveyed  to  him  by  a  faithful  vassal,  who  had  previously  drugged  a 
posset  for  the  sentinel  at  the  Purses,  and  effectually  pat  a  stop  to  his  interference.  A  boat 
lay  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  closes,  by  which  he  was  ferried  over  the  North 
Loch ;  and  long  before  the  town  gates  were  opened  on  the  following  morning,  a  lessening 

'  Register  of  the  Burgh  of  the  Cuongate  ;  Haitland  Club  HiicelUny,  vol.  ii.  p.  345. 

■  HoDtaith'i  Tkttttnm  Mortalium,  p.  248,  where  the  lut  two  words  are  incorrectly  tranapoaed.  Bae'a  Cloae 
appeara,  from  repeated  references  to  it  in  the  Regiater  of  the  Burgh,  to  have  been  the  only  open  thoroughfare  at  that 
period  between  LeithWynd  and  the  Water  Qate.  (.;.,  Orders  are  given,  eth  December  1568,  "to  caua  bigvpethe 
fuit  of  Ra  Cloce."  Again,  18th  October  1674,  "The  Bailleia  and  Counsale  ordains  thair  Thesaurer  to  big  and  upput 
ane  yett  upon  Bais  Cloce;  and  niak  the  samyn  lokfast,"  a  charge  for  which  afterwards  appears  in  the  Treaaurer's  accounts. 
Halt.  Miac.  vol.  11  pp.  316,  330,  336.  Even  in  1647,  when  Gordon's  bird's-eye  view  wu  drawn,  only  one  other 
thoroughfare  appeara,  and  nearly  the  whole  ground  lying  behind  the  row  of  houses  in  the  main  street  consists  of  open 
gardens,  with  a  wall  running  along  the  North  Back  of  the  Canongate. 
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•ail  near  the  month  of  the  Firth  told  to  the  watohfbl  eye  of  hii  rawal  that  Andrew  Orajr 
waa  safe  beyond  parinlt. 

Teari  paased  over,  and  the  rack  of  the  obnoxiona  FroToit's  home,  aa  well  aa  the 
escape  of  the  ringleader,  had  faded  from  the  minds  of  all  save  some  of  his  own  immediate 
relatives.  Gloom  and  terror  now  pervaded  the  streets  of  the  capital.  It  was  the  terrible 
year  1046 — the  last  visitation  of  the  pestilence  to  Edinburgh — when,  as  tradition  tells 
ns,  grass  grew  thickly  about  the  Cross,  once  as  crowded  a  centre  of  thoroughfare  as 
Europe  1  ad  to  boost  of.  Maitland  relates  that,  such  was  the  terror  that  prevailed  at  this 
period,  debtors  incarcerated  in  the  Tolbooth  were  set  at  large ;  all  who  were  not  freemen 
were  compelled,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  leave  the  town ;  until  at  length,  "  by  the 
unparalleled  ravages  committed  by  the  plague,  it  was  spoiled  of  its  inhabitants  to  such  a 
degree  that  there  were  scarce  sixty  men  left  capable  of  assisting  in  defence  of  the  town, 
in  case  of  an  attack.'"  The  common  council  ordered  the  town  walls  to  be  repaired,  and 
a  party  of  the  train  bands  to  guard  them,  an  immediate  attack  being  dreaded  from  the 
victorious  army  of  Montrose.  They  strove  to  provide  against  the  more  insidious  assaults 
of  their  dreadful  enemy  within,  by  agreeing  with  Joannes  Paulitins,  M.D.,  to  visit  the 
infected,  on  a  salary  of  eighty  pounds  Scots  per  month.*  In  the  midst  of  all  these 
preparations,  a  large  armed  vessel  of  curious  form  and  rigging  was  seen  to  sail  up  the 
Firth,  and  cast  anchor  in  Leith  Roads.  The  vessel  was  pronounced  by  experienced  sea- 
men to  be  an  Algerine  rover,  and  all  was  consternation  and  dismay,  both  in  the  seaport 
and  the  neighbouring  capital.  A  detachment  of  the  crew  landed,  and  proceeded  imme- 
diately towards  Edinburgh,  which  they  approached  by  the  Water  Oate,  and  passing  up 
the  High  Street  of  the  Canongate,  demanded  admission  at  the  Nether  Bow  Port.  The 
Magistrates  entered  into  parley  with  their  leader,  and  offered  to  ransom  the  city  on 
exorbitant  terms,  warning  them,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  dreadful  scourge  to 
which  they  would  expose  themselves  if  they  entered  the  plague-stricken  city — ^bnt  all 
in  vain. 

Sir  John  Smith,  the  Provost  at  the  time,  withdrew  to  consult  with  the  most  influential 

citizens  in  this  dilemma,  who  volunteered  large  contributions  towards  the  ransom  of  the 

town.     He  returned  to  the  Nether  Bow,  accompanied  by  a  body  of  them,  among  whom 

was  his  own  brother-in-law.  Sir  William  Gray,  one  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  the 

period.    Negotiations  were  resumed,  and  seemingly  with  more  effect    A  large  ransom 

was  agreed  to  be  received,  on  condition  that  the  son  of  the  Provost  should  be  delivered 

up  to  the  leader  of  the  pirates.    It  seems,  however,  that  the  Provost's  only  child  was  a 

daughter,  who  then  lay  stricken  of  the  plague,  of  which  her  cousin,  Egidia  Gray,  had 

recently  died.    This  information  seemed  to  work  an  immediate  change  on  the  leader  of 

the  Moors.    After  some  conference  with  hia  men,  he  intimated  his  possession  of  an  elixir 

of  wondrous  potency,  and  demanded  that  the  Provost's  daughter  should  be  entrusted  to 

his  skill ;  engaging,  if  he  did  not  cure  her,  immediately  to  embark  with  his  men,  and 

free  the  city  without  ransom.    After  considerable  parley,  the  Provost  proposed  that  the 

leader  should  enter  the  city,  and  take  up  his  abode  in  his  house ;  but  this  he  peremptorily 

refused,  rejecting  at  the  same  time  all  offers  of  still  higher  ransom,  which  the  distracted 

father  was  now  prepared  to  make. 

I  HtitUnd,  p.  85.  *  Ibid,  p.  86. 
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Sir  John  Smith  at  length  jritlded  to  the  exhortation!  of  hii  fViendu,  who  urged  him  in 
•0  dreadAil  an  alternatire  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  Moor.  Tlio  fair  invalid  wae  borne  on 
a  Utter  to  the  house  near  the  head  of  the  Oanongate  where  he  had  taken  up  hie  abode, 
and,  to  the  aatoniahment  and  delight  of  her  father,  the  wae  reitored  to  him  ihortljr  after- 
wardi  iafe  and  well. 

The  denouement  of  thie  lingular  itory  heart  that  the  Hooriih  leader  and  phyiioian 
proved  to  be  Andrew  Oray,  who,  after  being  captured  by  pirates,  and  sold  as  a  slave,' 
had  won  the  favour  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  risen  to  rank  and  wealth  in  his 
service.  He  had  returned  to  Scotland,  bent  on  revenging  his  own  early  wrongs  on  the 
Magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  when,  to  his  surprise,  he  found  in  the  destined  object  of  his 
special  vengeance,  a  relative  of  his  own.  The  remainder  of  the  tale  is  soon  told.  He 
married  the  Provost's  daughter,  and  settled  down  a  wealthy  citizen  of  the  Burgh  of 
Canougate.  The  house  to  which  his  fair  patient  was  borne,  and  whither  he  afterwards 
brought  her  as  his  bride,  is  still  adorned  with  an  effigy  of  his  royal  patron,  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco ;  and  the  tenement  has  ever  since  borne  the  name  of  Morocco  Land.  It  is 
added  that  he  had  vowed  never  to  enter  the  city  but  sword  in  hand ;  and  having 
abandoned  all  thoughts  of  revenge,  he  kept  the  vow  till  his  death,  having  never  again 
passed  the  threshold  of  the  Nether  Bow  Port  We  only  add,  that  we  do  not  pretend  to 
guarantee  this  romantic  legend  of  the  Burgh ;  all  we  have  done  has  been  to  put  into  a 
consistent  whole  the  different  versions  related  to  us.  We  have  had  the  curiosity  to 
obtain  a  sight  of  the  title-deeds  of  the  property,  which  prove  to  be  of  recent  date.  The 
earliest,  a  disposition  of  1731,  so  far  confirms  the  tale,  that  the  proprietor  at  that  date  is 
John  Gray,  merchant,  a  descendant,  it  may  be,  of  the  Algerine  rover  and  the  Provost's 
daughter.  The  figure  of  the  Moor  has  ever  been  a  subject  of  popular  admiration  and 
wonder,  and  a  variety  of  legends  are  told  to  account  for  its  existence.  Most  of  them, 
however,  though  differing  in  almost  every  other  point,  seem  to  agree  in  connecting  it 
with  the  last  visitation  of  the  plague. 

A  little  to  the  eastward  of  Morocco  Land,  two  ancient  buildings  of  less  dimensions  in 
every  way  than  the  more  recent  erections  beside  them,  and  the  eastern  one,  more  especially 
of  a  singularly  antique  character,  form  striking  features  among  the  architectural  elevations 
in  the  street  The  latter,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  noticeable  relics  of  the  olden  time 
still  remaining  among  the  private  dwellings  of  the  burgh.  It  is  described  in  the  titles  as 
that  tenement  of  land  called  Oliver's  Land,  partly  stone  and  partly  timber ;  and  is  one  of 
the  very  best  specimens  of  this  mixed  style  of  building  that  now  remains.  The  gables  are 
finished  with  the  earliest  form  of  crowstep,  considerably  ornamented.  A  curiously  moulded 
dormer  window,  of  an  unusual  form,  rises  into  the  roof;  while,  attached  to  the  floor  below, 

'  Numeroiu  referencM  will  ba  found  in  the  reoordi  of  the  MTentmnth  eentury  to  limilar  tUvery  tmong  ths  Moon, 
In  "Seleotiona  from  the  Regiatara  of  the  Preabytary  of  Lanark,"  Abbotaford  Club,  183S,  ia  the  following  : — "27th  Oot 
UiS. — The  quilk  day  ane  letter  reaaarit  from  the  Bishope  fur  ana  contributioun  to  be  oolleotit  fur  the  releaffof  aome 
folka  of  Queinafarie  and  Kingome,  deteinet  under  alaverie  by  the  Turka  at  Salie."  Again,  in  the  "Hinuteaof  the 
Synod  of  Fyfe,"  printed  for  the  aame  Club: — "2d  April  1616,  Anent  the  aitpplloation  proponed  be  Mr  Williame 
Wedderburne,  miniater  at  Dundee,  making  mentione,  that  whairaa  the  Lordia  of  hia  Hienea'  Prlvie  Counaell  being  cer- 
tanalie  informed  that  Andrew  Robertaon,  Jobne  Cuwie,  Johne  Dauling,  Jamea  Pratt,  and  their  oomplicaa,  marinaria, 
indwellaria  in  Leytb,  being  laitlia  upon  the  coaat  of  Barbaria,  after  ana  oruell  and  bloodie  oon&iot,  were  overcome  and 
led  into  captirltie  be  oertane  meroileaa  Turkea,  who  preaented  them  to  open  meroatt  at  Algien  in  Barbarie,  to  be  aawld 
aa  aUvaa  to  the  oruell  br.rbariana,"  Ac. 
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u  antique  timber  pTojeotion  ii  thrown  ont  u  «  corered  gallerjr,  within  which  there  ii 
ft  Tery  large  fireplace  on  the  external  firont  of  the  atone  wall,  proving,  aa  previoualy  pointed 
ont,  that  the  timber  work  ia  part  of  the  original  plan  of  the  building.  The  flrit  floor 
ia  approached  aa  uaual  by  an  outer  atair,  at  the  top  of  which  a  very  beautifully  moulded 
doorway  affordi  entrance  to  a  itone  turnpike,  forming  the  internal  communication  to  the 
difibrent  floori.  A  rich  double  cornice  encirolea  thia  externally,  and  beneath  it  ia  the 
intcription  in  antique  ornamental  character! :— SOLI  ■  DEO  ■  HONOR  ■  ET  •  OLOBIA. 
Owing  ^0  the  protection  afforded  by  the  deep  mouldings  and  the  timber  additions,  thia 
inscription  haa  been  safely  preserved  iVom  injury,  and  remains  nearly  aa  sharp  and  fresh  aa 
when  out  The  character  of  the  letters  corresponds  with  other  inscriptions  dating  early  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  the  whole  building  is  a  very  perfect  specimen  of  the  best  class 
of  mansions  at  that  period.  The  interior,  though  described  in  the  titles  aa  having  "  a  fore 
chamber  and  gallery,  a  chamber  of  dais,"  &c.,  has  in  reality  accommodations  only  of  the 
very  homeliest  description,  each  floor  consisting  of  a  simple  and  moderately-sized  single 
apartment,  subdivided  by  such  temporary  wooden  partitions  aa  the  convenience  of  later 
tenanta  has  suggested.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  mansion  of  John  the  second  son  of 
Lawrence,  fourth  Lord  Oliphant,  an  active  adherent  of  Queen  Mary.  Hia  elder  brother, 
who  is  styled  Master  of  Oliphant,  joined  the  Ruthven  couspirators  in  1682,  and  perished 
shortly  afterwards  with  the  vessel  and  whole  crew,  when  fleeing  from  the  kingdom.  The 
other  tenement,  apparently  of  equal  antiquity,  and  similar  iu  style  of  construction,  though 
with  fewer  noticeable  features,  a«^oin8  it  on  the  west  It  formed,  at  a  somewhat  later  date, 
the  residence  of  Lord  David  Hay  of  Belton,  to  whom  that  barony  was  secured  in  succes- 
sion by  ft  charter  granted  to  his  father,  John,  second  Earl  of  Tweeddalo,  in  1687.  The 
locality,  indeed,  appears  from  the  ancient  deeds  to  have  been  one  of  honourable  resort 
down  to  a  comparatively  recent  period,  as  knights  and  men  of  good  family  occur  among 
the  occupants  during  the  eighteenth  century.  The  boundaries  of  the  house  ore  defined  on 
the  north  "  by  the  stone  tenement  of  land  some  time  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Angus." 
Only  a  portion  of  the  walls  of  this  noble  dwelling  now  remains,  which  probably  was  the 
town  residence  of  David,  the  eighth  Earl,  and  brother  of  the  Regent  Morton.  At  the 
latest,  it  must  have  formed  the  mansion  of  his  son  Archibald,  ninth  Earl  of  Angus,  the 
last  of  the  Douglases  who  bore  that  title.  As  nephew  and  ward  of  the  Regent  Morton,  he 
was  involved  in  his  fall.  After  his  death  he  fled  to  England,  where  he  was  honourably 
entertained  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  became  the  friend  and  confident  of  Sir  Philip  Sid- 
ney while  writing  his  Arcadia.'  He  afterwards  returned  to  Scotland,  and  bore  his  full 
share  in  the  troubles  of  the  time.  He  died  in  1588,  the  victim,  as  was  believed,  of  witch- 
craft. Godscroft  tells  that  Barbara  Napier  in  Edinburgh  was  tried  and  found  guilty, 
though  she  escaped  execution ;  and  "  Anna  Simson,  a  famous  witch,  is  reported  to  have 
confessed  at  her  death  that  a  picture  of  wax  was  brought  to  her,  having  A.D.  written  on  it, 
which,  as  they  said  to  her,  did  signify  Archibald  Davidson ;  and  she,  not  thinking  of  the 
Earl  of  Angus,  whoso  name  was  Archibald  Douglas,  and  might  have  been  called  David- 
son, because  his  father's  name  was  David,  did  consecrate,  or  execrate  it  after  her  form, 
which,  she  said,  if  she  hod  known  to  have  represented  him,  she  would  not  have  done  it 


■  Hum*  of  Oodfcroft'i  Hiitoij  of  the  Duuglues,  p.  363. 
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for  all  the  world."  *  It  wu  the  fkte  of  this  old  maDiion  of  the  EarU  of  Angni  to  be 
linked  st  iti  cloie  in  the  misfortunee  of  a  Douglai.  It  formed  during  latt  centurjr  the 
banking-house  of  Douglaa,  Heron,  k  Companjr,  whoae  failure  spread  diimay  and  luffering 
through  a  widely-icntterod  circle,  involving  both  high  and  low  in  iti  ruin.  Tlio  Chapel  of 
Ease  in  New  Street,  erected  in  1704,  now  partly  occupioi  the  lite.  Several  other  interoit- 
log  relics  of  the  olden  time  were  destroyed  to  make  way  for  this  ungainly  ecclesiastical 
edifice.  One  of  these  appears  from  the  titles  to  have  been  the  residence  of  Henry  Kinloch, 
a  wealthy  burgess  of  the  Canongato,  to  whoso  hospitable  care  the  French  ambassador  was 
consigned  by  Queen  Mary  in  1500.  An  old  diarist  of  the  period  relates,  that  "  Vpoun 
Monunday  the  ferd  day  of  Februar,  the  seir  of  Qod  foirsaid,  thair  come  ane  ambassatour 
out  of  the  realm  of  France,  callit  Monsieur  Rambollat,  with  zxxvj  horse  in  tryne,  gentil- 
men,  throw  Ingland,  to  Halyrudhous,  quhair  the  King  and  Queenis  Majesties  wes  for  the 
tyme,  accumpanyit  with  thair  nobillis.  And  incontinent  efter  his  lychting  the  said  ambas- 
satour gat  presens  of  thair  graces,  and  thairefter  depairtit  to  Henrie  Kyuloches  lugeing 
in  the  Cannogait  besyid  Edinburgh."  A  few  days  afterwards,  "  The  Kingis  Mi^jestie 
[Lord  Darnley],  accumpanyit  with  his  nobillis  in  Halyrudhous,  rcssavit  the  orduur  of 
knychtheid  of  the  cokill  fVa  the  said  Rumbollat,  with  great  magnificence.  And  the  samin 
nyobt  at  evin,  our  soueranis  maid  ane  banket  to  the  ambassatour  foirsaid,  in  the  auld 
chappell  of  Halyrudhous,  quhilk  wes  reapparrellit  with  fyne  tapestric,  and  hung  magnifi- 
centlie,  the  said  lordis  maid  the  maskery  efler  supper  in  ane  honrable  manner.  And 
vpoun  the  ellevint  day  of  the  said  moueth,  the  King  and  Queue  in  lyik  manner  bankettit 
the  samin  ambassatour ;  and  at  evin  our  soueranis  maid  the  maskrie  and  munuchance, 
in  the  quhilk  the  Queeni$ grace,  and  all  Ker  mariea  and  ladiea  tver  all  cled  in  man's  apperrell  ; 
and  everie  ane  of  thame  presentit  ane  quhingar,  bravelit;  and  maist  artificiallie  made  and 
embroiderit  with  gold,  to  the  said  ambassatour  and  his  gentlemen." '  On  the  following 
day  the  King  and  Queen  were  entertained,  along  with  the  ambassador  and  his  suite,  at  a 
splendid  banquet  provided  for  them  in  the  Castle  by  the  Earl  of  Mar ;  and  on  the  second 
day  thereafter,  Monsieur  Rambollat  bade  adieu  to  the  Court  of  Holyrood.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  an  accurate  description  cannot  now  bo  obtained  of  the  burgher  mansion 
which  was  deemed  a  fitting  residence  for  one  whom  the  Queen  delighted  to  honour, 
and  for  whose  entertainment  such  unwonted  masquerades  were  enacted.  It  was  probably 
quite  as  homely  a  dwelling  as  those  of  the  same  period  that  still  remain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  sole  memorial  of  it  that  now  remains  is  the  name  of  the  alley  running 
between  the  two  ancient  front  lands  previously  described,  through  which  the  ambassador 
and  his  noble  visitors  must  have  passed,  and  which  is  still  called  Kinloch's  Close  after 
their  burgher  host. 

New  Street,  which  is  itself  a  comparatively  recent  feature  of  the  old  burgh,  is  a  curious 
sample  of  a  fashionable  modern  improvement,  prior  to  the  bold  scheme  of  the  New  Town. 
It  still  presents  the  aristocratic  feature  of  a  series  of  detached  and  somewhat  elegant  man- 
sions. Its  last  century  occupants  were  Lord  Karnes — whose  house  is  at  the  head  of  the 
street  on- the  east  side — Lord  Hailes,  Sir  Philip  and  Lady  Betty  Anstruther,  and  Dr 

'  Hum*  of  QoilHroit'a  History  of  the  DouglatM,  p.  433. 

*  Diurnal  of  Oocurrent*,  pp.  86,  87.    There  appean,  indeed  (Haltland,  p.  140),  to  hare  been  another  Kinlooh'a 
lodging  near  the  palace,  but  the  correapondenoo  of  name  and  date  Msems  to  prove  the  above  to  be  the  one  referred  to. 
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Toung,  ■  celebrated  phyiiokn  of  the  period,  with  othera  of  wealth  and  influence,  -xmong 
whom  may  be  mentioned  Miu  Jean  Uamiay,  a  daughter  of  the  poet,  who  lived  there  till 
%  rery  advanced  age,  in  the  locond  houio  below  the  chapel, 

A  lofty  atone  tenement  on  the  louth  lide  of  the  main  itreet,  to  the  eaat  of  QUlon'i 
Olote,  waa  erected  by  Charles,  fourth  Earl  of  Traquair,  and  formed  the  realdence  of  hid 
twin  daughter!.  Lady  Barbara  and  Lady  Margaret  Stewart  Tliey  both  died  there  at  a 
very  advanced  ago — Lady  Margaret  in  1791,  and  her  lister  in  1704.  TItey  muit  have  been 
born  very  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  aa  Dr  Archibald  Pitcairn,  who  died  in  1713, 
made  them  the  lubjeot  of  lume  elegant  Latin  verios.  Thoy  wore  till  lately  remembered  as 
two  kindly,  but  very  precise  old  ladies,  the  amusement  and  main  business  of  whose  lives 
consisted  in  dressing  and  nursing  a  family  of  little  dolls— a  recreation  by  no  means 
unusual  among  the  venerable  spinsters  of  former  days.  The  date  over  the  main  doorway 
of  the  building  is  1700.  A  little  further  to  the  eastward,  and  almost  directly  opposite  the 
head  of  New  Street,  is  the  Playhouse  Close,  withiu  the  narrow  alley  of  which  the  stage 
was  established  in  1747,  on  such  a  footing  as  was  then  deemed  not  only  satisfactory  but 
highly  creditable  to  the  northern  capital,  where  the  drama  hod  skulked  about  from  place 
to  place  ever  since  its  denouncement  by  the  early  reformers,  finding  even  the  patronage  of 
royalty,  and  the  favour  of  the  vice^regal  Court  of  Holy  rood,  hardly  sufficient  to  protect  it 
from  ignominious  expulsion. 

The  history  of  the  Scottish  drama  is  one  of  very  fltAil  and  stinted  encouragement,  and 
of  correspondingly  meagre  results.  The  first  approach  to  regular  dramatic  composition, 
after  the  period  when  religious  mysteries  and  moralities  were  enacted  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Church,'  was  Sir  David  Lindsay's  "  Plesant  Satyre  of  the  Three  Estaitis ;  "  and 
this  so  effectually  aided  the  work  of  the  Bcforraers,  under  whose  care  the  stage  was 
immediately  placed,  that  it  may  be  styled  the  first  and  last  effort  of  dramatic  genius  in 
Scotland,  almost  to  our  own  day.  It  was  "  playit  besyde  Edinburgh  in  1544,  in  presence 
of  the  Queue  Regent,"  as  is  mentioned  by  Henry  Charteris,  the  bookseller,  who  sat 
patiently  for  nine  hours  on  the  bank  at  Grcenside  to  witness  the  play.  It  so  far  surpasses 
any  effort  of  contemporary  English  dramatists,  that  it  renders  the  barrenness  of  the  Scot- 
tish muse  in  this  department  afterwards  the  more  apparent.  Birrell  notes  on  the  17th 
January  1508 : — "  A  play  mode  by  Robert  Semple,  and  played  before  the  Regent  [Murray] 
and  divers  uthers  of  the  nobilitie."  This  has  been  afiirmed,  though  seemingly  on  very 
imperfect  evidence,  to  have  been  Philotua,  a  comedy  printed  at  Edinburgh  by  Robert 
Charteris  in  1003,  the  author  of  which  is  not  named.  It  exhibits,  both  in  plan  and 
execution,  a  much  nearer  approach  to  the  modern  drama  than  Sir  David  Lindsay's  Satire, 
and  is  altogether  a  work  of  great  merit.  In  the  same  year  there  issued  from  the  Edin- 
burgh press,  Darius,  a  tragedy  written  by  "  that  most  excellent  spirit  and  earliest  gem  of 


*  A  faw  •xtnoti  from  the  Treuurara'  Moounti  will  afford  a  hint  o(  th«  dawn  of  theatrioal  amuMnUDU  at  the  Soot- 
tbh  court  in  the  reign  of  Jamee  IV.,  January  1,  1S03  : — "  Item,  ye  aamyn  nyoht  to  ye  gyiarii  that  playit  to  ye  King, 
41.  4f.  Feb,  8. — To  ye  mene  that  brooht  in  ye  Uurice  Dauce,  and  to  ye  menatralis  in  Strevelin,  42i.  Feb.  18.— To  ye 
QuiRC  or  Tl  CAMOMaAlT,  14a."  Thia  character  repeatedly  occura  in  the  accounU,  and  aeemt  to  have  been  a  favourite 
maaker.  "1S04,  Jan.  1.— To  Hug  the  tala-tellar,  14a.  Jan.  3.— Yat  aamyn  day  to  Thoi.  Boauell  and  Pate  Sinclair  to 
by  yaim  daunaing  gere,  28a.  Yat  day  to  Malater  Johne  to  by  beltia  {or  ye  Muriie  Danae,  2Ss.  Yat  aamyue  nycht  to  ye 
Oiiuuil  or  Yl  TOUMI  or  EoiNBUBOH,  8  (r.  cr.  [French  orowui.]  June  10. — Paylt  to  Jamea  Dug  that  he  laid  douna  for 
gitie  one  Corpua  Chriiti  day,  at  the  play  to  the  Kingia  and  Quenia  chauiaria,  3a.  4d."  fto. 
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our  north," '  Sir  WUIiun  Aleunder,  afterwards  Earl  of  gtirllng.  Hit  tragediei,  howarer, 
ara  dramatio  onljr  in  title,  and  not  at  all  adapted  for  the  itage.  Jamet  VI.  endearonred 
to  mediate  between  the  clergy  and  the  encourageri  of  the  drama,  and,  bjr  his  royal 
anthoritx,  itayed  for  a  time  their  oeniure  of  theatrical  repreientationt.  In  the  jrear  1A02, 
a  oompanj  of  Bngliah  plajreri  wai  licenced  bjr  the  King  to  perform  in  Edinburgh,  against 
which  an  act  of  the  kirk-uitiont  was  forthwith  published,  prohibiting  the  people  to  resort 
to  such  profane  amusements.*  Tlie  King  appears  to  hare  heartily  espoused  the  causa  of 
the  players  a  few  years  later,  as  rarious  entries  in  the  treasury  accounts  attest,  t.^,  i— 
"Oct  1A09. — Item,  Delyuerit  to  his  hivnes  selff  to  be  gevin  to  ye  Inglis  oomroeidiania 
xiy  crownes  of  ye  sone,  at  iyii.  gs.  vigd.  ye  pecc.  Nor.— Item.  Bo  his  Ma"**  directioun 
gerin  to  B'  Oeorge  Elphingstoun,  to  be  delyuerit  to  ye  Inglis  commedians,  to  by  timber 
for  ye  preparatioun  of  ane  hous  to  thair  pastyme,  oa  the  said  8'  Ueorge  ticket  boiris,  zl. 
11.  t "  and  again  a  sum  is  |)aid  to  a  royal  messenger  for  notifying  at  the  Cross,  with  sound 
of  trumpet,  "  his  Ma"**  plosour  to  all  his  lieges,  that  ye  saidis  commcdianis  myoht  vse 
thair  playis  in  Ed',"  &o.  In  the  year  1601,  an  English  company  of  players  visited 
Scotland,  and  appeared  publicly  at  Aberdeen,  headed  by  "  liauronce  Fletcher,  comediane 
to  his  Mfgestie."  The  freedom  of  that  burgh  was  conferred  on  him  at  the  same  time  that 
it  was  bestowed  on  sundry  French  knights  and  other  distinguished  strangers,  in  whose 
train  the  players  had  arrived.  Mr  Charles  Knight,  in  his  ingenious  life  of  Shakspeare, 
shows  that  this  is  the  same  player  whose  name  occurs  along  with  that  of  the  great 
English  dramatist,  in  the  patent  granted  by  James  VI.,  immediately  after  his  arrival  in 
the  southern  capital  in  1003,  in  favour  uf  the  company  at  the  Olobc  ;  and  from  thence  he 
draws  the  conclusion  that  Shakspeare  himself  visited  Scotland  at  this  period,  and  sketched 
out  the  plan  of  his  great  Scottish  tragedy  amid  the  scenes  of  its  historic  events.  By  the 
same  course  of  inference,  Shakspearc's  name  is  associated  with  the  ancient  Tennis  Court 
at  the  Water  Qate,  as  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  his  Miyesty's  players  made  their  appear- 
ance at  tlie  capital,  and  before  the  Court  of  Holyrood,  oitl">r  in  going  to  or  returning 
from  the  H'Tthern  burgh,  whither  they  had  proceeded  by  the  King's  special  orders  s  but  it 
must  be  coufessed  the  argument  is  a  very  slender  one  to  form  the  sole  basis  for  such  a 
conclusion. 

The  civil  wars  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  the  striking  changes  that  they  led  to, 
obliterated  all  traces  of  theatrical  representations,  until  their  reappearance  soon  after  the 
Restoration.  One  curious  exhibition,  however,  is  mentioned  in  the  interval,  which  may  be 
considered  as  a  substitute  for  these  forbidden  displays.  "  At  this  tyrae,"  says  Nicoll,  in 
1660, "  thair  wcs  brocht  to  this  natioun  ane  heigh  great  beast,  cullit  ane  Drummodrary, 
quhilk  being  keipit  clos  in  the  Cannogate,  nano  liaid  a  sight  of  it  without  tlirio  pence  the 
persone,  quhilk  producit  much  gayne  to  the  keipar,  in  respect  of  the  great  uumbcris  of 
pepill  that  resoirtit  to  it,  for  the  sight  thairof.  It  wcs  very  big,  and  of  great  height,  and 
clovin  futted  lyke  unto  a  kow,  and  on  tlie  buk  ane  saitt,  as  it  were  a  sodill,  to  sit  on. 
Thair  wes  brocht  in  with  it  ane  liytill  baboun,  faced  lyke  unto  a  naip."* 

■  DruDimond  of  Hawthornden'i  IiatUri,  ArchgDol,  Soot,  vol.  iv.  p.  83. 

*  "  Nor.  \iW. — lUm,  to  Win.  Fony',  mt—togn,  piMaod  with  lattrn  to  lb*  merut  «ro«e  of  Ed*,  uhairglng  y» 
•IdarU  and  deuouu  o(  the  lutill  (our  MHionU  o(  £d*.  to  aonuU  tluir  act  maid  for  ye  diioharga  of  oartue  luglU  eoia- 
nudiuii,  z.  •.,  vliij.  d." — Treaauren'  acoouDta.  '  NiooU'a  Diary,  p.  226. 


THE  CANOSGATB  AND  ABBEY  SANCTUARY. 


i%7 


Duriof  tb«  goTtrniMiit  of  th*  Earl  of  Rothai  h  High  Conmiuionar  for  Bootlrad,  • 
pUjr  called  "  Maroiano,  or  th«  Diicnverjr,"  \ij  Hir  ThoniM  HyJaerif,  wu  Mtad  on  th« 
faitival  of  St  John,  b«for«  hU  (iracfl  and  hii  Court  at  Holjrrood,'  and  at  tha  Court  of  tb« 
Duka  of  York,  at  a  loniawhat  later  parind,  a  regular  company  of  actora  ware  maintainad, 
and  the  Tennia  Court  fitted  up  for  their  |ierforniancee,  in  deflanca  of  tha  aoandal  created 
by  inch  innovation!.'  Lord  Fountainhall  notea  among  hi*  "  Hiatorioal  ObaerTaa,"  *— 
"  lAth  Norambrie  IBHI,  being  the  Quean  of  Brittain'a  birthday,  it  waa  keapad  by  our 
Court  at  Halirudhouio  with  great  lolemnitie,  luoh  aa  bonfyrea,  ihooting  of  oanona,  and  tha 
acting  of  a  comedy,  called  MilkriJatu  King  qf  Pontus,  before  ther  Hoyall  Hyneaaaa, 
Ac.,  wheirin  Lodie  Anne,  the  Diiko'a  daufihtor,  and  the  Ladie*  of  Honor  ware  the  onlia 
actora."  Not  only  tha  oanoniita,  both  I'roteitant  and  Popiah — adda  my  Lord  Fountain* 
hall,  in  indignant  comment — *'  but  the  rcry  heathen  roman  lawyera,  declared  all  aoanicka 
and  atage  playera  influnoua,  and  will  acarca  admit  them  to  the  aaorament  of  the  Lord'a 
Supper"— a  aomewhat  aingular  mark  of  diaapprobation  fk'om  heathen  lawyera!  Tha 
Revolution  again  baniihod  the  drama  from  Scotland,  and  we  hear  no  mora  of  it  till  tha 
year  1714,  when  the  play  of  Macbeth  wu  performed  at  the  Tennia  Court,  in  preaence  of 
a  number  of  the  Scottiih  nobility  and  gentry  aaaembled  in  Edinburgh  for  a  grand  archery 
meeting.  Party  politica  ran  high  at  the  time,  aume  of  the  company  preaant  called  for  the 
favourite  aong,  "  i/by  tAe  King  tnjoy  kit  ain  again"  *  while  othera  aa  atoutly  oppoaed  it, 
and  the  entertaiumenta  wound  up  in  a  regular  mHie,  anticipatory  of  the  rebellion  which 
apeedily  followed. 

Allan  Ramaay'a  nnfortunote  theatrical  apeoulation  haa  already  been  referred  to.  But 
the  acene  of  hia  lucceaiful  patronage  of  the  drama  appeara  to  have  been  flrat  choaen  by 
Signora  Violante,  an  Italian  dancer  and  tumbler,  who  afterwarda  took  the  legitimate 
drama  under  her  protection  and  management  Thia  virago,  m  Arnot  itylea  her,* 
returned  to  Edinburgh,  "  where  ahe  fitted  up  that  honae  in  the  foot  of  Carrubber'a  Cloaa, 
which  haa  since  been  occupied  aa  a  meeting-houie  by  ancceaiive  tribea  of  aectariea." 
Driven  from  thia  quarter,  aa  wo  have  aecn,  the  playera  betook  theroaelvea  to  the  Taylor'a 
Hall,  in  the  Cowgnte,  and  though  mere  atrolling  banda,  they  were  pcraecuted  into 
popularity  by  their  opponent*,  until  thia  largo  hall  proved  inaufficient  for  their  accommo- 
dation. A  rival  establishment  waa  acconliugly  set  agoing,  and  in  the  year  1746,  the 
foundation-stone  of  the  first  regular  theatre  in  Edinburgh  was  laid  within  the  Play-house 
Close,  CanoDgate,  by  Mr  John  Ryan,  then  a  London  actor  of  considerable  repute.  Here 
the  drama  hod  mainly  to  contend  with  the  commoner  impedimenta  incidental  to  the 
proverbial  lack  of  prudence  and  thrift  in  the  management  of  actors,  until  the  year 
1760,  when,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  December,  the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  the  work  of  a 
clergyman  of  the  Kirk,  was  first  presented  to  an  Edinburgh  audience.  The  clergy  anew 
returned  to  the  assault  with  redoubled  zeal,  and  although  they  were  no  longer  able  to 
chase  the  players  from  the  stage,  John  Home,  the  author  of  the  obnoxious  tragedy. 


■  CkOipMI'a  Journcj,  to),  li.  p.  1<3.  ■  Vidt,  toI,  i.  p.  103. 

*  Fountklnhall'i  Hlttorieal  ObwrTM,  p.  SI.  Tjrtler  eoneludn  hU  aeoount  of  tha  Duka'i  tbaatrie*!  anttrUlnnwnt 
with  tha  following  infaranca,  which  would  bara  dona  oradit  to  •  hiitorj  of  tha  Iriah  ataga:— "/V{ni«  balla  and 
eonoarta  of  muaio,  it  would  aaam,  wara  now  tha  only  ipaeiaa  of  ffMk  antartainmanta  amongat  ui  t  "-ArohBol.  Scot. 
Tol.  i.  p.  S04. 

*  Campball'a  Hiatoij  of  Poatiy  Iti  Scotland,  p.  8{3.  '  Arnot,  p.  IW, 
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(lMm«<l  it  prwlent  tn  renouncs  (ha  ut^tn  th«t  hiui  b«on   UrnithiHl  by  »  cumpMition  so 
nnwont«(l  itnil  unrloriol. 

The  nitiro  rocent  history  of  tho  fi^linbargh  itaya  ia  charactariai)d  by  no  ini'iilanta  of 
rery  apaoial  note,  until  the  year  17AN,  when  it  followed  the  tide  of  fkahionable  emigratioo 
to  the  Now  Town,  and  the  Theatre  Itoyal  waa  boilt  in  the  Or)ihan*a  Park,*  which  had 
|ir«viou«ly  been  the  icene  of  WhitHeld'a  lalmuri  during  hia  itinerant  viaita  to  Iklinburgh. 
Tlie  eloquent  prrachur  ia  aaid  to  have  expreaaed  hia  indignation  in  no  roeaaured  terma  when 
he  found  the  very  aiKtt  which  had  Iteon  ao  often  oonaeoratod  by  hia  niiniatrationa  thua  beinf 
aet  apart  to  the  rery  aerrice  of  the  devil. 

The  fi-ont  land  in  tho  Canongato  through  which  the  archway  leada  into  the  P1ay-houa« 
('loa«  ia  an  exceedingly  flno  apeoimen  of  the  atylo  of  building  prevalent  in  the  reign  of 
Clinrlea  I.  Tlio  dormer  windowa  in  the  roof  exhibit  a  plcaaing  variety  of  ornament,  and 
a  row  of  itorm  windowa  above  them  give*  a  aingular,  and,  indeed,  foreign  air  to  th« 
building,  correaponding  in  atyle  to  tho  atccp  and  pictureaque  roofa  that  abound  in 
Rtrniibourg  and  Maycnrc.  A  Ijatin  inacription  on  nn  ornamental  tablet,  over  the  do<irway 
within  tho  iloao,  i*  now  ao  much  dcfuced  that  only  n  word  or  two  can  bo  dociphorod.  Tha 
building  whore  Ryan,  Diggea,  Dellnmy,  Lancaahiro,  and  a  boat  of  namelota  actora  flgurod 
on  tho  atngo,  to  tlio  atlniiring  gnxe  of  foahionablo  audiencea  of  laat  century,  haa  long  ainc« 
been  displaced  ay  private  orcctiona. 

Nearly  iVonting  the  entrance  to  thia  oloae,  a  radiated  arrangement  of  tho  paring  indioatoa 
the  aito  of  8t  John'a  Croaa,  tho  ancient  eastern  boundary  of  tho  capital.  It  still  mark*  tli« 
Iin)it  of  its  cccloainstical  lM)undN  on  tho  south  side  of  the  street,  and  here,  till  n  compare- 
tivoly  recent  period,  all  cxtraonlinnry  proclamations  were  announced  by  the  Lion  Horalda, 
with  aound  of  trum|)cts,  and  tho  niagistrotcs  and  public  bodies  of  the  Burgh  of  Canongata 
joined  auch  processions  as  passed  thmugh  their  ancient  jurisdiction  in  their  progress  to  the 
Abboy.  A  little  i\irthcr  eastward  is  Kt  John's  Close,  an  ancient  alley,  bearing  over  an  old 
doorway  within  it,  tho  inscription  in  ))old  Roman  charoctora : — thr  .  lord  .  is  ,  only  .  my  . 
BvroRT .  Immediately  adjoining  thix  is  8t  John  Street,  a  broad  and  handsome  thorough- 
fare, forming  tho  boldest  scheme  of  civic  improvement  effoctod  in  Edinburgh  l)oforo  the 
completion  of  tho  North  Bridge,  and  the  rival  works  on  the  south  side  of  the  town. 
Tliis  arirtocratio  quarter  of  Inst  century  was  in  progress  in  1708,  as  appears  from  tho  data 
cut  over  a  back  doorway  of  tho  centre  house  ;  and  soon  afterwards  tho  names  of  the  old 
Scottish  aristocracy  that  still  resided  in  tho  capital — Karls,  I/irds,  Baronets,  and  Lords 
of  Session — are  found  among  its  chief  occupants.  Here,  in  No.  13,  woa  the  residence  of 
Lord  Monbtiddo,  and  tho  lovely  Miss  Burnet,  whose  early  death  is  so  touchingly  com- 
memorated by  tho  Poet  Burns,  n  frequent  guest  at  At  John  Street  during  his  residence 
in  tho  capital ;  and  within  a  few  doors  of  it,  at  No  10,  resided  James  Ballantyne,  the 
partner  and  confidant  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  the  literary  adventures  of  the  Great  UnkMitn. 
Here  was  the  scene  of  those  assemblies  of  select  and  favoured  guests  to  whom  tho  hospit- 

■  So  csIIm)  fmni  iU  vioinitjr  to  tb«  Orphnn'a  HoipiUI,  a  btnevnient  inatitutinn  which  obUlnail  the  high 
comnumlatiniu  of  Howaril  and  th«  aid  o(  WhitfieM  iliiring  the  rapeattd  rialt*  maila  bj  both  to  Rilinbiirgh, 
A  vrrj  characttriitio  portrait  u(  th<i  Utt«r  i>  now  in  tb«  hall  of  tba  naw  lloapital  arrctad  at  tha  Daan.  Tha  ranarabia 
clock  of  tba  Natbar  Bow  Port  haa  alao  b«en  trsnaftrred  fnim  tha  atcepla  of  thn  old  building  to  an  alagant  aita  ovar  tha 
padimant  of  tba  new  portico,  wbrra,  notwithatanding  aucb  aztamal  aymptoma  of  ranawing  ita  jroutb,  it  itUl  uaarta  it« 
elaiiu  to  tba  priirilegea  and  Iniiuunltiaa  of  aga  by  fraquant  abarrationi  of  a  vary  aocantrio  eharaotar. 
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able  printer  rend  anatches  of  the  forthcoming  novel,  and  whetted,  while  he  leemed  to 
gratify  their  ciirioiity,  by  many  a  shrewd  wink,  and  mysterioua  hint  of  confidential  iniight 
into  the  literary  riddle  of  the  age.  The  iccne,  indeed,  has  melancholy  aaiociationa  with 
the  great  novelist.  It  ii  a  place  which  he  often  visited  as  an  honoured  guest,  while  yet 
with  sanguine  mind  and  fertile  imagination  he  was  anticipating  the  realisation  of  dreams 
as  wild  as  his  most  fanciful  legends ;  but  it  is  far  more  nearly  allied  to  those  mournful 
years,  when  the  brave  man  looked  on  the  sad  realities  of  ruined  hopes,  and  bent  him- 
self  sternly  to  rebuild  and  to  restore.  The  house  at  the  head  of  the  street,  facing  the 
Canongate,  where  Jomes  Earl  of  Hopetoun  resided  previously  to  1788,  is  associated 
with  another  of  the  most  eminent  Scottish  poets  and  novelists,  the  precursor  of  Scott  in 
the  popular  field  of  romance.  The  first  floor  of  this  house  was  the  residence  of  Mrs 
Telfer,  of  Scotstown,  the  sister  of  Smollett,  during  his  second  visit  to  his  native  country 
in  1700;  and  here  he  resided  for  some  time,  and  though  in  an  infirm  state  of  health, 
mixed  in  the  best  society  of  the  Scottish  capital,  and  treasured  up  those  graphic  pictures  of 
men  aud  manners  which  he  afterwards  embodied  in  his  last  and  best  novel,  "  Humphrey 
Clinker." 

At  the  foot  of  the  Pleasanoe,  and  extending  between  that  ancient  thoroughfare  and  the 
valley  that  skirts  the  base  of  Salisbury  Crags,  is  a  rising  ground  called  St  John's  Hill, 
which,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  places  already  described,  may  be  presumed  to  have  derived 
its  name  from  the  same  cause.  Tlie  knights  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem,  who  succeeded  to 
the  forfeited  possessions  of  the  Templars,  it  is  well-known  held  lands  in  almost  every  shire 
in  Scotland,  and  claimed  a  jurisdiction,  even  within  the  capital,  over  certain  tenements 
built  on  their  ground,  some  of  which,  now  remaining  in  the  Orassmarket,  still  bear  the 
name  of  Temple  Lni.ds.  In  the  absence  of  all  evidence  on  this  subject,  we  venture  to 
suggest  the  probability  of  a  similar  proprietorship  having  been  the  source  of  this  name. 
In  the  earliest  map  of  Edinburgh  which  exists,  that  of  1544,  a  church  of  large  dimensions 
appears  occupying  the  exact  site  of  St  John's  Hill,  but  this  is  no  doubt  intended  for  the 
Blackfriars'  Monastery  which  stood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Pleasance.  It  is  possible 
that  some  early  deeds  or  charters  may  yet  be  discovered  io  throw  light  on  this  subject, 
though  we  have  been  unsuccessful  in  the  search.  The  Templars,  indeed,  would  seem  to 
have  had  an  establishment  at  Mount  Hooly  on  the  southern  verge  of  St  Leonard's  Hill. 
"  On  the  eastern  side  of  Newingtou,"  says  Maitland,  "  on  a  gentle  eminence  denominated 
Mons  Sacer,  or  Holy  Mount,  now  corruptly  Mount  Hooly,  was  situate  a  chapel,  which, 
from  the  position  of  the  bodies  buried  cross-legged  ways,  with  their  swords  by 
their  sides,  which  were  found  lately  in  digging  there,  I  take  to  have  belonged  to 
the  Knights  Templars."  It  is  difficult  now  to  fix  the  exact  site  of  this  interesting 
spot,  owing  to  the  changes  eiTected  on  the  whole  district  by  the  extended  buildings 
of  the  town.' 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Canongate,  opjwsite  to  St  John  Street,  a  large  and  lofty 
stone  tenement  bears  the  name  of  Jack's  Land,  where  the  lovely  Susannah,  Countess 


Haltland,  p.  170,  where  a  reference  is  made  to  the  Council  Registera,  but  we  have  aearched  them  in  vain  for  any 
notice  uf  it  under  the  date  nesigncd.    The  fuot  of  cruU'legged  corpses  with  swonls  by  their  sides  being  dug  up.  is.  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  suniewhat  marvellous,  and  merited  a  more  elaborate  narrative  from  that  careful  historian.    Perhaps 
•  however,  it  should  be  understood  as  referring  to  sculptured  figures. 
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of  EglintoD,  reiided  duriug  her  latter  years,  and  was  visited  by  Lady  Jane  Douglaa, 
aa  appears  in  the  evidence  of  the  Douglas  Cause.  Tito  other  tenants  of  its  numerous ,/fo<« 
were  doubtless  of  corresponding  importance  in  the  social  scale ; '  but  its  most  eminent 
occupant  was  David  Hume,  who  removed  thither  from  Iliddle's  Land,  Lawnmarket,  in 
1753,  while  engaged  in  writing  his  History  of  England,  and  continued  to  reside  at  Jack's 
Land  during  the  most  important  period  of  his  literary  career.  Immediately  behind  this, 
in  a  court  on  the  east  side  of  Big  Jack's  Close,  there  existed  till  a  few  years  since  some 
remains  of  the  town  mansion  of  Qeneral  Dalyell,  commander  of  the  forces  in  Scotland 
during  most  of  the  reigu  of  Charles  IL,  and  the  merciless  persecutor  of  the  outlawed 
Presbyterians  during  that  period.  The  Qeneral's  dwelling  is  described  in  the  Minor 
Antiquities*  as  "one  of  the  meancst-looking  buildings  ever,  perhaps,  inhabited  by  a 
gentleman."  In  this,  however,  the  author  was  deceived  by  the  humble  appearance  of  the 
small  portion  that  then  remained.  There  is  uo  reason  to  believe  that  the  stern 
Muscovite — as  ho  was  styled  from  serving  under  the  Russian  Czar,  during  the  Pro- 
tectorate— tempered  his  cruelties  by  any  such  Sparttm-like  virtues.  The  General's 
residence,  on  the  contrary,  apiwars  to  have  done  full  credit  to  a  courtier  of  the  Bestora- 
tion.  We  owe  the  description  of  it,  as  it  existed  about  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century,  to  a  very  zealous  antiquary*  who  was  born  there  in  1787,  and  resided  in  the 
house  for  many  years.  He  has  often  conversed  with  another  of  its  tenants,  who  remem- 
bered being  taken  to  Holyrood  when  a  child  to  see  Prince  Charles  on  his  arrival  at 
the  palace  of  his  forefathers.  The  chief  apartment  was  a  hall  of  unusually  large 
dimensions,  with  an  arched  or  waggon-shaped  ceiling  adorned  with  a  painting  of  the 
sun  in  the  centre,  surrounded  by  gilded  rays  on  an  azure  ground.  The  remainder  of 
the  ceiling  was  painted  to  represent  sky  and  clouds,  and  spangled  over  with  a  series  of 
silvered  stars  in  relief.  The  large  windows  were  closed  below  with  carved  oaken  shut- 
ters, similar  in  style  to  the  fine  specimen  still  remaining  in  Kiddle's  Close,  and  the 
same  kind  of  windows  existed  in  other  parts  of  the  building.  The  kitchen  also  was 
worthy  of  notice  for  a  fire-place,  formed  of  a  plain  circular  arch  of  such  unusual 
dimensions  that  popular  credulity  might  have  assigned  it  for  the  perpetration  of 
those  rites  it  hod  ascribed  to  him,  of  spiting  and  roasting  his  miserable  captives  I*  Our 
informant  was  told  by  an  intelligent  old  man,  who  had  resided  in  the  house  for  many 
years,  that  a  chapel  formerly  stood  on  the  site  of  the  open  court,  but  all  traces  of  it 

'  The  following  tdvertiwment  will  probably  b«  conaidered  a  ourioui  illurtntion  of  the  Cuongate  ariatocncy  at  a 
■till  later  period: — "A  negro  runaway. — That  on  Wednesday  the  10th  current,  au  Eaat  India  negro  lad  eloped  from  a  . 
family  of  distinction  reaiding  in  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh,  and  ia  auppuaed  to  have  gone  towarda  Newcastle.  He  b 
of  the  mulatto  colour,  aged  betwixt  aixteen  and  seventeen  years,  about  five  feet  high,  having  lung  black  hair,  alendar 
made  and  long  limbed.  He  had  on,  when  he  went  off,  a  brown  cloth  short  coat,  with  braaa  buttons,  mounted  with 
black  and  yellow  button-holes,  breeches  of  the  aame,  and  a  yellow  veat  with  black  and  yellow  lace,  with  a  brown  duffle 
■urtout  coat,  with  yellow  lining,  and  metal  buttoua,  grey  and  white  marled  stocking!,  a  line  Kngliah  hat  with  yellow 
lining,  having  a  gold  loop  and  taaale,  and  double  gilded  button.  As  this  negro  lud  boa  carried  off  sundry  articles  of 
value,  whoever  ahall  receive  him,  ao  that  ha  may  be  restored  to  the  owner,  on  sending  notice  thereof  to  Patrick 
H'Dougal,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  ahall  be  handsomely  rewatdiid." — Edinburgh  Aditrtittr,  Uarcli  12th,  1773.  An 
earlier  advertiaement  in  the  Courant,  March  7th,  1727,  offers  a  reward  for  the  apprehenaion  of  another  runaway  : — "A 
negro  woman,  named  Ann,  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  with  a  green  gown,  and  a  brass  collar  about  her  neck,  on  which 
are  engraved  theae  worda, '  Ouatavua  Brown  in  Dalkeith,  his  negro,  1726.' " 

*  Minor  Antiquities  of  Edinburgh,  p.  230. 

*  Mr  Wm.  Rowan,  librarian,  New  College. 

*  Fuuntainhall's  Deciaiona,  vol.  i.  p.  159.     Burnet's  Iliat.  of  bia  Own  Timea,  vol.  i.  p.  334,  > 
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were  remored  in  1770.  It  if*  not  at  all  inconiiatent  with  the  character  of  the  fierce 
old  cavalier  that  he  should  have  erected  a  private  chapel  for  his  own  nie.  Death  fortu- 
nately iteppcd  in,  sayi  hia  fellow-ioldier,  Captain  Crichton,  in  allusion  to  the  dilemma 
in  which  the  Qeneral  waa  placed  on  the  occeBsion  of  Jamca  VII.,  and  "rescued  him  fVom 
the  diffloultioi  he  was  likely  to  be  under,  between  the  notions  he  had  of  duty  to  hii 
prince  on  one  side,  and  true  zeal  for  hi»  religion  on  the  other." '  The  main  idea  that  seems 
to  have  guided  him  through  life  was  a  chivalrous  loyalty.  He  allowed  his  beard  to  grow 
as  a  manifestation  of  his  grief  on  the  beheading  of  King  Charles,  and  retained  it  unaltered 
till  his  death,  though  it  latterly  acquired  a  venerable  amplitude  that  attracted  a  crowd 
whenever  he  appeared  in  public.  The  early  history  of  chivalry  furnishes  many  examples 
in  proof  of  the  perfect  compatibility  of  such  devoted  loyalty  with  the  cruelties  which  have 
rendered  his  name  infamous  to  posterity. 

The  Shoemakers'  Lauds,  which  stand  to  the  east  of  Jack's  Land,  are  equally  lofty  and 
more  picturesque  buildings.  One  of  them  especially,  immediately  opposite  to  Moray 
House,  is  a  very  singular  and  striking  object  in  the  stately  range  of  substantial  stone  tene- 
ments that  extend  from  New  Street  to  the  Canongate  Tolbooth.  A  highly-adorned  tablet 
surmounts  the  main  entrance,  enriched  with  angels'  heads,  and  a  border  of  Elizabethan 
ornament  enclosing  the  Shoemakers'  Arms,  with  the  date  1077.  An  open  book  is  inscribed 
with  the  first  verse  of  the  Scottish  metre  version  of  the  133d  Psalm, — a  motto  that  appears 
to  have  been  in  special  repute,  towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  among 
the  suburban  corporations,  being  also  inscribed  over  the  Tailors'  Hall  of  Easter  Ports- 
burgh  and  the  Shoemakers'  Land  in  the  Wvst  Port.  The  turnpike  stair — the  entrance 
to  which  is  graced  by  this  motto,  and  the  further  inscription,  in  smaller  letters,  it  is  am 
HONOUR  FOR  MAM  TO  CEABE  FROM  STRIFE — riscs  above  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  is 
crowned  with  an  ogee  roof  of  singular  character,  flanked  on  either  side  by  picturesque 
gables  to  the  street.  The  first  of  the  two  tenements  to  the  west  of  this,  at  the  head  of 
Shoemakers'  Close,  has  an  open  pannel  on  its  front,  from  which  the  inscription  appears  to 
have  been  removed;  but  the  other,  which  bears  the  date  1725,  is  still  adorned  with  the 
some  arms,  and  the  following  moral  aphorism : — 

Blessed  ib  he  that  wisely  do 

TH  the  poor  ham's  CASE  CONSIDER. 


The  hall  of  the  once  wealthy  Corporation  of  Cordiners  or  Shoemakers  of  Canongate, 
to  whom  this  property  belonged,  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Little  Jack's  Close,  adorned 
with  the  insignia  of  the  Souters'  Craft,  and  furnished  for  the  convivial  meetings  of  the 
fraternity  with  huge  oaken  tables  and  chairs  ;  and  with  a  substantial  carved  oaken  throne, 
adorned  with  the  arms  —  a  paring  knife  surmounted  by  a  crown  —  and  the  date 
1682,  for  the  inauguration  of  King  Crispin  on  the  25th  of  October,  or  St  Crispin's  Day. 
It  was  long  the  annual  custom  of  the  craft  to  elect  a  king,  who  was  borne  through  the 
town,  attended  by  his  subjects,  dressed  in  all  sorts  of  fantastic  and  showy  attire ; 
after  which  he  held  his  court  at  the  Corporation  Hall,  and  celebrated  his  coronation 
with  royal  festivities.      Unhappily  for  the  Cordiners  of  Canongate,  the  sumptuary  laws 

'  Uemoira  of  Captain  Crichton,  Swift'a  worka,  London,  1803,  vol.  zir.  p.  SIS. 
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of  the  old  Scottish  ParliamentH  were  not  fVamed  to  curb  the  exceiies  of  cobbler  kinffs. 
King  Crispin  and  hia  train  grew  more  extravagant  every  year.  He  latterly  rode  in  thia 
fantastic  annual  pageant  in  ermined  robes,  attended  by  prince,  premier,  champion  in 
armour,  and  courtiers  of  all  degrees,  mounted  on  horseback,  and  decked  in  the  most 
gaudy  costume  they  could  procure,  until  at  length  the  whole  wealth  and  property  of  the 
corporation  were  dissipated  in  this  childish  foolery,  and  King  Crispin  retired  to  private 
life,  and  the  humbler  relaxation  of  cobbling  shoes !  Mrs  Malcolm,  an  old  dame  of  a 
particularly  shrewish  disposition,  who  inhabited  an  attic  in  the  Shoemakers'  Land 
towards  the  close  of  last  century,  was  long  known  by  the  title  of  the  Prineeu,  her 
husband  having  for  many  years  represented  the  Black  Prince,  and  she  his  sable  consort — 
two  essential  characters  in  King  Crispin's  pageant.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this 
frivolous  sport  was  a  relic  of  much  earlier  times,  when  the  Cordiners  of  the  neighbouring 
capital,  incorporated  in  the  year  1440,  proceeded  annually,  on  the  anniversary  of  their 
patron  saint,  to  the  altar  of  St  Crispin  and  St  Crispinian,  founded  and  maintained  by 
them  in  the  collegiate  church  of  St  Giles.'  Nor  is  it  improbable,  that  in  the  Princess  a 
traditional  remembrance  was  preserved  of  the  Queen  of  the  CanongcUe,  mentioned  in  the 
Treasury  accounts  of  James  IV. 

The  Canongate  Tolbooth — a  view  of  which  heads  this  chapter — has  long  been  a 
favourite  subject  for  the  artist's  pencil,  as  one  of  the  most  picturesque  edifices  of  the 
Old  Town.  It  formed  the  court-house  and  jail  of  the  burgh,  erected  in  the  reign  of 
James  YL,  soon  after  the  abolition  of  religious  houses  had  left  this  ancient  dependency 
of  the  Abbey  free  to  govern  itself.  Even  then,  however,  Adam  Bothwell,  the  Protes- 
tant commendator  of  Holyrood,  retained  some  portion  of  the  ancient  rights  of  his 
mitred  predecessors  over  the  burgh.  The  present  structure  is  the  successor  of  a  much 
earlier  building,  probably  on  the  same  site.  The  date  on  the  tower  is  1501 ;  and  prepara- 
tionn  for  its  erection  appear  in  the  Burgh  Register  seven  years  before  this,  where  it  is 
enacted  that  no  remission  of  fees  shall  be  granted  to  any  one,  "  unto  the  tyme  the 
tolbuith  of  this  burch  be  edefeit  and  biggit." '  Nevertheless,  we  find  by  the  Burgh 
Registers  for  1561,  "Curia  capitalis  burgi  vici  canonicorum  Monasterii  Sancte  Crucis 
prope  Edinburgh,  tenia  in  pretorio  ejusdem ;  "  and  frequent  references  occur  to  the  tolbuith, 
both  as  a  court-house  and  prison,  in  the  Registers  and  in  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  e.g., 
1574,  "  To  SOX  pynourirt  att  the  baillcis  command  for  taking  doun  of  the  lintall 
stane  of  the  auld  tolbuitli  wlndo,  iijs.  \jd."  Tlie  very  next  entry  is  a  fee  "  to  ane 
new  pyper,"  an  official  of  the  Burgh  of  whom  various  notices  are  found  at  this  early 
period. 

The  Hotel  de  Vilk  of  this  ancient  burgh  is  surmounted  by  a  tower  and  spire,  flanked 
by  two  turrets  in  front,  from  between  which  a  clock  of  large  dimensions  projects  into  the 
street.  This  formerly  rested  on  curiously-carved  oaken  beams,  which  appear  in  Storer's 
views  published  in  1818,  but  they  have  since  been  replaced  by  plain  cast-iron  supports. 
The  building  is  otherwise  adorned  with  a  variety  of  mottoes  and  sculptured  devices  in  the 

1  Miitland,  p.  305.  The  earliest  notice  we  have  found  of  the  Cordiners  of  Canongate  occurs  iu  the  Burfih  Register, 
10th  June  1574,  where  "  William  Quliite,  being  electit  and  chosin  diacone  of  the  cordonaris  be  his  bretbir  for  this 
present  yeir,  ...  is  ressavit  in  place  of  umquhill  Andro  Purves."  From  this  they  appear  to  have  been  then  an 
incorporated  body. — Canongate  Burgh  Register ;  Mait,  Misc.  vol.  ii.  p.  329. 

'  Canongate  Burgh  Register,  I3th  October  1584  ;  Ibid,  p.  353. 
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■tjrle  that  prerkiled  at  the  lUto  of  ita  erection.  Detween  the  windowe  of  the  flrit  anil 
■ecoDil  floor  of  the  tower  an  ornamental  lun-dial  appears,  and  underneath  the  lower  window 
a  carred  tablet  bears  the  following  inncription  t —      * 


W  S.  I..  B. 

I'athia  bt  Poitirih,  1001. 

There  are  two  belle  in  the  towor,  the  oldest  of  which  has  this  faronrite  motto,  with  the 
date,  cast  on  it : — hoi.i  dbo  honor  rt  oi.ohu,  1(108.  The  larger  bell,  as  appears  fk-om 
its  inscription,  was  cast  in  1700.  Over  the  inner  doorwajr,  which  leads  both  to  theoourt- 
house  anil  the  prison,  are  those  appropriate  words — Ksto  Fiduh  i  and  on  the  most  con« 
B|)icuous  part  of  the  edifice,  between  the  large  windows  of  the  council  hall,  a  highly 
ornamental  panel,  surmounted  by  a  pediment  adorned  with  a  large  thistle,  bears  th« 
following  legend :— J.  IL  0.  Justitia  rt  pirtar  tamdb  sukt  rRiNciris  arcrs.  Within 
the  imnel  the  burgh  arms  are  emblazoned,  riz. — a  stag's  head  witl  a  cross  Iwtween  the 
tynes,  in  commemoration  of  the  monastic  legend  to  which  the  origin  of  Saint  David's 
Abbey  and  its  burgh  is  referred ;  and  underneath  the  motto,  Sto  Ititr  ad  Astra  ;  an 
unfailing  subject  of  mirth  to  the  profane  wits  of  the  capital,  as  an  avowal  by  the  old  vassals 
of  the  Church  that  they  now  seek  the  wny  to  heaven  through  the  burgh  jail. 

The  indcpoudenco  of  the  burgh  of  L'anongate  was  of 
brief  duration,  the  magistrutcM  of  Kilinburgh  having 
purchased  the  superiority  of  it  from  the  Earl  of  Rox- 
burgh, and  procured  a  charter  of  confirmation  from 
Chnrlcs  I.  in  1A3U.  It  was  till  lately  governed  by  its  own 
magistrates,  and  a  barou  bailie  elected  by  the  Edin- 
burgh Town  Council,  who  thus  came  in  the  place  of 
the  Abbot  of  Holyrood  as  over-lords  of  the  burgh. 
These  held  weekly  courts  for  the  punishment  of  petty 
otfeudcrs,  and  the  settlement  of  disputed  questions  on 
small  debts ;  and  iu  general  exorcised  full  control  over  the 
public  affairs  of  the  burgh. 

The  ancient  market  cross  formerly  stood  nearly  op- 
{losite  to  the  Tolbnoth.  It  is  represented  in  Gordon's 
map,  OS  mounted  on  a  stone  gallery  somewhat  similar 
tu  that  of  the  neighbouring  capital,  though  on  a  smaller 
scale.  This  has  long  since  disappeared,  but  the  elegant 
cross,  represented  in  the  accompanying  vignette,  still 
exists  attached  to  the  pouth-east  corner  of  the  Tolbooth. 

Its  chief  use  in  latter  times  was  as  the  pillory ;  and  the  iron  staple  remains  to  which  the 
culprit  used  to  be  secured  by  an  iron  coUor  round  the  neck,  styled  the  Jouga,  a  species 
of  punishment  which  continued  in  use  within  the  recollection  of  some  of  our  older 
citizens.* 


■  "  3Ut  October,  lfi67.     Tb«  quhilk  diye  Boate  Tailtefair  being  acouait  be  the  bmilleii  and  oounwll  o(  the 
•oUndring  of  Thoe.  HiinUr,  bslllie,     .     ,     .     thtirfoir  ordanil  the  said  Beuie  to  be  brankit  the  morne  and  aet  upone 
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Moray  Koiiia,  which  )■  onn  of  th«  nioit  rcnmrkahin  nhJecU  of  iiitercat  In  tha  ('Mion> 
lpit«,  fnrmcil  until  INHA  ptirt  of  thn  enUiled  eaUte  of  th«  nohlu  honM  of  Mornjr,  In  whrnm 
poMfiiion  it  rt'innini'il  (•xnctljr  two  hutiilr«Hi  jtmn,  harinK  h«rom«  the  |)ro|M)rt7  of  Mm« 
fpati,  CountoM  of  Moray,  in  IA4A,  hjr  an  arronKcnient  with  hxr  jrounKor  liitcr,  Anna, 
thon  <'oiirit(*«ii  of  T<nii(l(>ri!itl(s  itml  co-huircM  with  har  of  their  mother,  the  Count««*  of 
Home,  \\y  whom  Morny  l(ou*o  wm  built'  This  nohin  mMnnion  |>ri'«cntii  moru  iitrikinf 
ari'liitei'turni  fenturei  than  any  other  |irivat«  liuililin({  in  Kdinburgh,  ami  ii  anKK'iutcil  with 
■omn  of  the  moat  Intercatini;  eronta  In  Hoottiah  hiatory.  It  wm  erectnd  In  tha  early  |mrt 
of  tho  roi|(n  of  (^'harlca  I.  Iiy  Mary,  (Jonntaaa  of  Homa,  the  oldaat  daughter  of  Kdward, 
liord  Duillcy,  and  thon  a  widow.  Her  Inltiala,  H.  H.,  ara  aoulptured  orar  tha  largt 
rontro  window  of  the  aonth  gahle,  aurnionuted  by  a  ducal  coronet ;  and  over  the  correa- 
ponding  window  to  tha  north  are  tho  liona  of  Homo  and  Dndley,  impaled  on  a  lounge, 
in  accordance  with  the  anolcat  lawa  of  heraldry,  Tlio  houM  waa  erected  aome  years 
before  tho  vii<it  of  ChorlcN  I.  to  Hcotland,  and  hia  coronation  at  Holyrood  in  1033.  It 
can  acarcoly,  therefore,  admit  of  doubt  thiit  ita  halla  havo  licen  graced  by  the  preaonoo  of 
that  unfortunate  monarch,  though  the  ('ountoaa  aoon  after  contributed  largely  towards  th« 
auccoaa  of  hia  opponcnta,  aa  apiwara  by  tho  rc|)aymcut  by  tho  Kngliah  Parliament,  In 
1044,  of  aovonty  thouannd  |M)unda  which  hiid  been  advanced  by  her  to  tho  Hcottiah 
Covenanting  Government — an  uuuaually  largo  aum  to  Iw  found  at  tho  diapoaal  of  the 
dowager  of  a  Hcottiah  curl. 

On  the  flrat  viait  of  Oliver  IVomwcll  to  Edinburgh,  in  tho  aumnicr  of  1048,  ho  took 
up  hia  reitidvncc  at  "  the  Ijndy  Home'a  lodging,  in  the  Canongato,"  oa  it  thon  continued  to 
be  called ;  and  entered  into  friendly  negotiutiona  with  tho  nobloa  and  loadora  of  the  extreme 
party  of  tho  Covcnanterx.  According  to  (juthrie,  "  ho  did  communicate  to  them  hi>'  deaign 
in  reference  to  the  King,  nnd  hiid  their  naacnt  thereto ;  " '  in  conaoquenca  of  whidi  "  the 
liody  Home'a  houae,  in  tho  Ciknongatc,  Iwcamo  un  object  of  myatorioua  curloaity,  from 
tho  general  report  ut  the  time  that  the  design  to  execute  Clmrlca  I.  waa  there  firat  dia- 
cuaacd  and  approved."'  Thia,  however,  which,  if  it  could  bo  roliod  on,  would  odd  ao 
peculiar  an  intcre!<t  to  the  nuinaion,  muat  bo  regarded  aa  tho  mere  cavalier  goanip  of  tho 
period.  Even  if  wo  could  l)clievo  that  CromwoU'a  deaigna  were  matured  at  that  time,  ho 
waa  too  wary  a  politician  to  hazard  thc-m  by  audi  premature  and  profltleia  confldenco ;  but 
there  cuu  be  no  doubt  of  the  future  meuaurca  of  reiiatanco  to  the  King  having  formed  a 
prominent  aubjcot  in  their  dlxruHHiona. 

In  tho  year  lO.'iO,  only  two  yenra  after  tho  Parliamentary  Ucnernra  rcaitlence  in  the 
Canongato,  tho  fine  old  manaion  waa  tho  aceno  of  joyoua  banquetinga  nnd  revelry  on  the 
occaaion  of  tho  marriage  of  I^ord  Lurn — aftorwarda  better  known  aa  the  unfortunate  Earl  of 
Argylc — with  Lady  Mary  Stuart,  the  oldeat  doughter  of  the  Earl  of  Moray.  The  wedding- 
feaat  took  place  on  the  \'M\\  of  Mny,  nnd  the  friends  were  atill  celebrating  the  auapicious 

tha  oroo*  n(  thit  brtichv,  thair  to  retnane  the  ipncs  of  i\no  hniirs."  On  th«  6th  October  1 572,  the  tretiurer  ie  ordered 
"  to  vpput  nnd  big  aiifflciently  the  corce,"  which  hxl  probiibly  eiifrered  in  eome  o(  the  reforming  mnbe,  and  mny 
hare  been  then,  for  the  flrat  time,  elevnted  on  »  (liatforni.  — (.'anongitto  lliirijli  Kegiater,  Halt.  Hiao.  vol,  ii,  pp.  303,  32(1, 

■  The  entaii  wae  brolie  by  a  claiiie  in  one  of  tlio  Act«  of  the  North  Hritiuli  lUilway  Compnuy,  who  had  purchued 
tha  ancient  Trinity  Ho>|iital  for  their  terminiia,  and  propotcd  to  fit  up  Moray  Hoiiao  in  ita  atend  ;  an  arrangement  which 
it  la  to  be  n-gretted  haa  not  been  carried  into  cRect.  The  name  uf  ReijtM  Miirrai/'t  Hou$t,  latterly  applied  to  the  old 
mauiion,  ia  a  apurioua  trailitlon  of  very  recent  origin. 

•  Quthrie'a  Memuira,  p.  288,  '  Napier'i  Life  of  Hontroee,  p.  441. 
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•Illtnec  of  (h«M  two  iiolilit  fitiiiilit**,  wlu<n,  mi  Huturtlny  tha  iMth  of  H»)r,  lh«  klrtMljr 
txo(initiiuui'»t«il  mttl  liixiiiiuil  Mari|ui«  of  Moiitro«t)  wm  hroUKlit  n  05|>livti  to  KiiinburKh. 
About  four  o'uloL'k  in  tliu  nftvrnooii,  (liu  niagintratim  nml  y^wxtA  rttcuivcil  their  priioner  mi 
the  Wtttur  (Into,  bihI,  »ft<>r  rundiiiK  to  liiiii  hi*  l)nri>nrou«  iiciiti'iiiiii,  lio  wn»  iKiioiiiiiiiouily 
bound  to  •  \^>m  citrt  providi'il  for  tliu  orcuaion,  Tliu  I'litiiinon  haiiKtiiaUi  who  Mitud  h 
miuttir  of  thu  uorumoiiii'*,  huvititf  uiii'ovuruti  tho  Mar(|ui»,  ho  nmuiitud  tlui  hor««  before 
hliii,  kiid  tha  melancholy  procvitiiion  niovud  alowly  up  tliu  CunoiiKute,  >  bund  of  nisanor 
|iriiou«)r«,  bound  two  uiid  two,  goinK  buraiiendud  buforo  him, 

Tho  utriking  coutrnut  iiruiii'ntvd  in  thin  NCtfiiu  i«  |)iunfully  illuntrittive  of  tho  rici««itudei 
thkt  acconiiiuny  civil  wur.  Montrimu  hod  fought  with  und  ovurthrowii  bin  groitt  rivul  the 
M»ri|ui*  of  Argyll',  fiithur  of  thu  young  Iiord  Ijorn,  und  hiul  driven  him  ulnioit  u  nolitary 
fugitivo  to  the  leu,  while  ho  wutud  hia  country  with  llru  and  iword.  An  tlio  noble  ottptive 
WM  borne  liencitth  thu  windowM  of  Moray  lloiiiu,  thu  woddiug  guuitu,  including  the  Euri 
of  Ijoudoun,  thuu  Ijord  t'huucullor,  lA)rd  Wurrinton,  und  thu  Countu**  of  Hu<ldington, 
along  with  tho  Marqui*  of  Argylu,  und  thu  bride  and  bridegroom,'  »tu|i|)ed  out  on  the  tlnu 
old  stone  bulcony  thut  ovurhuug*  the  «trui>t  to  gaze  u|Min  tliuir  proitruto  enemy.  It  it  laid 
that  the  Lmly  June  Gordon,  Countet*  of  Iluddingtou,  Argyle't  nieco,  to  fur  forgot  her 
tex  at  to  t|)it  u|Nin  him  at  lie  {MUtvd,  in  hur  ruvungufiil  triumph  over  thuir  falluu  foe. 
Uut  tho  marriage  imrty  <iuuilud  lieforu  thu  culm  guzu  of  the  noblu  captive.  Though 
■uffering  from  luvcro  wouudt,  in  addition  to  tho  mortilicntion  and  intuit  to  which  he  wot 
expoted,  ho  pretervud  the  tuniu  compoturu  und  tcrunity  with  which  he  ufturwurdt  tubmitted 
to  a  felou't  dunth,  ap|)caring  even  on  thu  tcutfold — iit  Nicoll  rulatut — in  a  ttylo  "  more 
becoming  a  bridegroom,  nor  a  criminal  going  to  thu  guUowM." '  Un  Moutroie  turning  hit 
eye  on  the  {tarty  utitembled  on  the  bulcony  at  Moray  Houno  to  rejoice  over  hit  full,  they 
ihrank  back  with  hutty  ditcomiioturc,  and  ditap|)earcd  from  tho  windowt,  leaving  tho 
gloomy  procettion  to  wuud  onward  on  itt  wuy  to  thu  Tolbooth."  Tliit  rcnmrkablu  incident 
acquirci  a  deeper  iuturctt,  whun  we  contidur  that  thruo  of  thetu  oulookert,  including  tho 
gay  and  liuppy  bridegroom,  iieriMliud  by  thu  hand  of  thu  executioner  on  the  lamo  fatal 
i)iot  to  which  thu  gallant  Munpiiit  wum  putting  under  their  gaze. 

Tlio  period  of  which  wu  writu  wuh  onu  of  rupid  change.  Littio  more  than  four 
monthi  hud  elaptud  when  tho  army  of  tho  Coveuuntert,  with  Lutlie  at  itt  head,  waa 
lignally  defeated  at  Dunbar,  und  tho  victoriout  Gcnurul  Cromwull  entered  the  Hcottith 
cupitul  at  a  conqueror,  and  once  nioro  took  up  hit  quartcrt  at  Moray  Houte.  Throughout 
the  winter  of  lOoO,  itt  ttutely  hullt  were  crowded  with  I'urliumeutary  committiouert  and 
military  and  civil  courtiert  attendant  on  the  (k'ncral't  lovee.*  Itt  next  occupant  of  note 
was  tho  liord  Chancellor  HeuHold,  who  u|)puurt  to  have  retidcd  there  at  tho  }ieriod  of  the 
Union,  and  iieoplcd  itt  hittoric  hullt  with  new  ottociatioiiH,  at  tlie  tcene  of  the  numerout 
tecrct  deliberutiont  thut  preceded  tlio  rutilication  of  that  treaty.  Thu  ttutuly  old  terraced 
gardens  remain  nearly  in  tho  tame  Htute  at  when  the  ]ieert  uud  cominonert  of  the  latt 
Scottish  Parliament  frequented  itt  avenues.    The  picturetquu  Huinmcr-houtc,  adorned  with 

'  "  It  WM  reiiortml  thut,  in  lOflO,  when  tho  Marqiiia  "i  M.intriMe  wiw  liiuught  up  iirUiiner  from  the  W«t«r  Oate  In  u 
oart,  thU  Argilo  wu  fueiliug  hia  ayva  with  the  aight  lu  the  I.aily  Murrayra  liuluuny  in  the  C'anungate,  with  hir  daughter, 
hla  laily,  to  whom  ha  woa  new  married,  and  thut  he  waa  aeen  playing  and  amlling  witli  her."— KounUiiihaH'a  Hiatoriosl 
Ob»«r»ea,  1686,  p.  18S.  '  Nicoll'a  IJlary,  p.  13. 

>  Wigton  P«p«n  i  Mait.  Miau.  tuI.  ii,  pp.  183,  48U.  *  Ante,  p.  Ufi. 
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iU  quaint  nlil  lliin*,  in  whirh  lh«  Ifnionlitt  nm  tMi  to  hiive  \w*n  tvwnX  wIiIIk  »iuinii( 
■oni*  <>f  tliair  prvliniinnry  Irvntif*,  i*  ■iill  llinrr,  Tli<<  ii|i|i«<r  \vti*>'«  la  iliiuli'il  liy  h  miiKnl* 
Hcenl  thorn  lri>«,  wlili'h  ii|i|)(iiir«  to  li«  niiiili  uMit  limn  iIh'  lioii*t>  i  on  tlii>  •n'ond,  • 
curioua  krliour  Iim  iM'an  cunttrui'tatl  \ty  lli«  Intirlni'ihK  itrni*  of  tr><*i,  twi«ii<<l  into  ili* 
AintMtiti  forma  in  whii'h  our  KniH'itor*  lUliKlitoli  nml  on  lli«<  lowvit  lerrMc,  ii  iiiiv  fountnin 
of  olMf  water  ia  KU»ril»il  Itjr  th«  ni»rl*l«  atatua  of  a  littla  rtahi*r,  with  hia  Imiiii't  nt  lila  fii-t, 
flllatl  with  thfl  miniid  aimila  of  thv  ro<i  ami  linit.  Thu  |{iiril<<n  haa  a  aouthcrn  »a|M><'t,  ami 
ia  of  larga  ilinienaiona,  ami  lN»th  it  ami  llio  houan  niiKht  attll  alTonl  no  iinaiiituMit  aiu'onf 
niixlation  to  thu  prouilrat  Fiari  in  th«  Hcottiah  IVfriiKf.' 

Diruftiy  o|i|H)aiti)  to  tha  Old  TollNMith,  ami  not  far  rt'niovcil  from  tho  alnlvlx  manalon 
of  th«  Karia  of  Moray,  ia  an  antii|Ui<  fiihric  of  a  aint^uiarly  |iirturi'a<|iii<  rhariti'tcr,  aaaociatntl 
with  tht<  naniD  of  onu  of  tha  ndvoraiirii'a  >>f  ilmt  nnlilc  hoii«ii  (li'orKi>,  tirat  Mnri|iiia  of 
lluntly,  who  murtloml  llm  Uonny  Kiirl  of  Moniy  in  \M\.  'X\\v  cviilcna',  iiiili>i<il,  ia  uut 
i'ompl«to  whii^li  aaai((na  thia  aa  tho  <lwi>llinK  of  thi<  tirat  nntri|iiia,  Imt  it  ia  rt<nil«ri><l  t%» 
cectlintcly  |iroliabl«  from  the  IWt  thitt  hia  ri>»i<li'ni'i>  wiia  in  tlu>  ('ithoti|{nti>,  ami  Ihut  thia 
line  olil  mnnaion  wna  oiTu|iiL>tl  at  a  Inter  |N>riii<l  hy  hia  ili'accmlunla.  In  Junv  WMS,  ha 
waa  carried  from  hia  iMdying  in  the  ( 'anont(ntt>,  with  tiio  Iio|m>  of  ri<tti'hinK  hia  northern 
t«rritori«a  Iwfore  hia  death,  hut  hi*  Kot  no  further  timn  iMindee,  where  lie  died  in  hia 
■«venty-fuurth  year.'  Thu  aanie  nohle  lodKitiK  wna  the  hImhIo  of  ijie  unfortiiniite  Mnri|uia, 
who  auceeeded  to  hia  fathtir'a  title,  ami  |N>riahed  on  thu  hluek  at  the  Croaanf  KdinlmrKh  in 
lA4tt.  Ten  yeara  before  that,  their  old  mnnaion  in  the  ('itnon|j;n(n  wna  tli«  aeune  of  a|M<einl 
rejoicing  and  feativity,  on  thu  occnaion  of  the  mnrriugu  of  hia  eldeal  dnuKhter,  Iindy  Ann 
with  the  I<ord  l>rumrnon<l,  afterwarda  third  KnrI  of  Perth,  "  who  wna  nne  preeeiau  |Mirilnnu, 
and  therfore  weill  lykcd  in  Kdinhurxh."  '  Tim  houau  wna  o('iu|iied,  when  Muitlund  wrote, 
by  the  Dueheaa-Downger  of  (iordon :  nnd  through  a  niiainterpretntion  of  the  uvidenee 
given  by  aome  of  thu  witnvaaea  coucurned  in  the  murder  of  Durnley  in  l<Vt7,  hu  |ironouncut 
it  to  liavti  been  the  Mint  OiNee  of  Hcotlnud  at  ihut  |iericid.  If  the  dnie  on  the  building, 
which  ia  1570,  Ih)  that  of  ita  erection,  it  aettlea  the  i|ue»licin.  Ilul,  nt  nny  rnte,  un  exnniinn- 
tiou  of  the  evidence  referred  to  lunvea  no  doubt  thut  the  Mint  wna  aitunted  nt  the  |M<riod 
entirely  without  the  C'unongutu,  und  iu  the  outer  court  of  llie  I 'nl nee  of  llolyoood/  though 
thia  hua  not  {treventcd  the  hiatoriuu  liein^  followed,  iim  iiHiinl,  without  inveMtij^ulion  by  Inter 
writera.  Wu  huvu  engraved  a  viuw  of  thia  curioua  old  niunaion  ua  it  u|)|ii'nra  from  the 
liakehouau  Cioae.  It  |ireaenta  nn  uxcccdingly  |iictureHi{Ue  row  of  tiiiibcr-IVoiited  gitblui 
to  thu  atrect,  reating  on  u  uniform  ruiigu  of  ornuiiieiitui  corlwlH  |irojectiiig  from  the  atone 
baaemeut  atory.  A  acriea  of  aculptured  tublvta  iidorn  the  front  of  the  building,  coiituining 
certain  pioua  uiihoriama,  ditfering  in  atyle  from  tlmae  Kofreciuciitiy  occurring  mi  the  buiid- 
inga  of  the  aixteenth  century.     On  one  ia  inacrilied  : — "  (V)NaTANTi  rK«  roiii  iikh  mimitalivm 

'  Muray  iluiiM  wai  lot  Kn)*  tiuia  o<eupi«l  bjr  tbo  BritUh  Liiiiii  Cumpanj'a  Hank  ;  anil,  tloo*  1847,  hu  Ijmd  uukI  aa 
tb*  Fn*  L'burob  Nuriiial  Schuul,  ami  tha  fine  terruo-'l  Karitoua  duKrlbad  alHiyo  trunafurmtil  iiitu  a  |iliiygr»iiiiil  U't  iIk 
iubuUra. 

*  Hpaiaiiig'a  HUtiiry  vt  lh«  Truublm,  vul.  i.  p.  ii. 
»  Ibid,  »ol.  i.  |..  177. 

*  "Incontinenf  tha  Kria  [lluthwall],  French  IVrIa,  William  I'nwry,  lantltnr  and  pnrtar  tn  tha  >aid  Krin,  Put.  WIN 
■oun,  and  the  depunar,  geiil  duwn  the  turnpike  ultogiiltler,  Hhil  t-nill>>ii}{  thu  Itai'k  ut'  the  i^iiueniii  gurilun  '/m/kV/  low  cuia 
(0  (Ac  C'umUUout,  and  the  back  of  the  Ntabilie  [•iiiuiuKly  "hut  i»  iiuw  ciilkil  tlin  Ilnmu  Wyiiil],  ipihill  Mivt  uuiii  tu  the 
Caiinungata  (urcitnent  the  Abbry  lat."  -Unpiniitiimiif  Oeorgn  Dulgli^iiib  ;  (Vim.  Triali,  Hupp.  p.  IliS, 
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VMBRA."  On  another : — "  Ut  tu  mnova  t\a,  bio  koo  near  :  avrium  DomtivB  sw."  A 
third  tablet  bears  the  date,  with  an  inscription  of  a  similar  character ;  but  these  have  long 
been  concealed  by  a  painting  of  Lord  Nelson,  which  forms  the  sign  of  a  tavern  now 
occupying  a  portion  of  the  old  Marquis's  mansion.  On  an  upright  tablet,  at  the  west 
end,  is  the  ingenious  emblem  of  the  resurrection  referred  tu  in  the  description  of  an 
edifice  in  the  Old  Dank  Close,  which  was  similarly  adorned. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Bakehouse  or  Hammermen's  Close,  an  ornamental  archway, 
with  pendant  keystone,  in  the  fashion  prevalent  towards  the  close  of  James  VL's 
reign,  forms  the  entrance  to  a  small  enclosed  court,  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the 
residence  of  8ir  Archibald  Achcson  of  Gloncairney,  one  of  the  Lords  of  Session  appointed 
soon  after  the  accession  of  Charles  L  He  was  created  by  the  King  a  Baronet  of  Nova 
Scotia  in  1028,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  fur  Scotland. 
Over  the  pediment  above  the  main  entrance  the  Baronet's  crest,  a  Cock  standing  on  a 
Trumpet,  is  cut  in  bold  relief ;  and  below,  the  motto  vigilantibut,  with  a  cypher  contain- 
ing the  letters  A.  M.  H.,  being  the  initials  of  Sir  Archibald  Acheson,  and  Dame  Margaret 
Hamilton  his  wife.  The  date  on  the  building  is  1033,  the  same  year  in  which  Charles  I. 
paid  his  first  visit  to  his  native  capital.  The  building  is  a  handsome  erection  in  the  style 
of  the  period ;  though  a  curious  proof  of  the  rude  state  in  which  the  mechanical  arts 
remained  at  that  date  is  afforded  by  the  square  hole  being  still  visible  at  the  side  of  the 
main  doorway,  wherein  the  old  oaken  bar  slid  out  and  in  for  securely  fastening  the  door. 
The  three  sides  of  the  court  are  ornamented  with  dormer  windows,  containing  the  initials 
of  the  builder  and  his  wife,  and  other  architectural  decorations  in  the  style  of  the 
period. 

The  range  of  houses  to  the  eastward  of  the  patrician  mansions  described  above  still 
includes  many  of  an  early  date,  and  some  associated  with  names  once  prominent  in 
Scottish  story.  Mii>  on  House,  a  handsome  large  mansion,  built  in  the  somewhat  heavy 
style  which  was  in  use  during  the  eighteenth  century,  derived  its  name  from  Andrew 
Fletcher  of  Milton,  Lord  Justice-Clerk  of  Scotland,  who  succeeded  the  celebrated  Lord 
Fountainhall  on  the  Bench  in  the  year  1724,  and  continued  to  preside  as  a  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Session  till  his  death  in  1700.  He  was  much  esteemed  for  the  mild  and 
forbearing  manner  with  which  he  exercised  his  authority  as  Lord  Justice-Clerk  after  the 
Rebellion  of  1745.  He  sternly  discouraged  all  informers,  and  many  communications, 
which  he  suspected  to  have  been  sent  by  over-offlcious  and  malignant  persons,  were  found 
in  his  repositories  after  his  death  unopened.*  He  was  a  nephew  of  the  patriotic  Fletcher 
of  Salton,  and  an  intimate  friend  and  coadjutor  of  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle,  during 
whose  administration  he  exercised  a  wise  and  beneficial  control  over  the  government 
patronage  in  Scotland.  The  old  mansion  which  thus  formed  the  mimic  scene  of  court 
levees,  where  Hanoverian  and  Jacobite  candidates  for  royal  favour  elbowed  one  another  in 
the  chase,  still  retains  unequivocal  marks  of  its  former  grandeur,  notwithstanding  the 
many  strange  tenants  who  have  since  occupied  it.  The  drawing-room  to  the  south,  the 
windows  of  which  command  a  beautiful  and  uninterrupted  view  of  Salisbury  Crags  and 
St  Leonard's  Hill,  has  its  walls  very  tastefully  decorated  with  a  series  of  designs  of  land- 
scapes and  allegorical  figures,  with  rich  borders  of  fruit  and  flowers,  painted  in  distemper. 

■  Brunton  and  Haig'a  Senator*  of  tbe  Colk  ,e  of  Juatice,  p.  499. 
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They  are  said  to  bo  tho  work  of  a  foreign  artist,  and  are  executed  with  great  spirit. 
From  the  Rtylo  of  tho  landscapes  more  especially,  wo  feel  little  hesitation  in  ascribing  tho 
whole  to  tho  pencil  of  Francesco  Zucchcrelli,  who  had  a  high  reputation  in  England 
during  tho  earlier  |>art  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Interspersed  among  the  ornamental 
borders  there  are  various  grotesque  figures,  which  have  tho  appearance  of  being  copies 
Arom  an  illuminated  mixsal  of  the  fourteenth  century.  They  represent  a  cardinal,  a  monk, 
ft  priest,  and  other  churchmen,  painted  with  great  humour  and  extrcmo  drollery  of 
attitude  and  expression.  They  so  entirely  differ  from  the  general  character  of  the  com- 
position, that  their  insertion  may  be  conjectured  to  have  originated  in  a  whim  of  Lord 
Milton,  which  tho  artist  has  contrived  to  execute  without  sacrificing  the  harmony  of  his 
design.  An  elegant  cornice,  finished  with  painting  and  gilding,  and  a  richly  stuccoed 
ceiling,  complete  the  decorations  of  this  fine  apartment. 

The  house  was  occupied  for  some  time  as  a  Roman  Catholic  School,  under  the  care  of 
the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  St  Margaret's  Convent  Tho  pupils  particularly  attracted  the 
attention  of  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  on  her  visit  to  the  capital  in  1842,  as  they 
■trewed  flowers  in  her  path  on  her  approach  from  the  palace  of  her  ancestors  by  the 
ancient  royal  thoroughfare  of  the  Cuuongate.  It  has  since  been  used  as  a  Deaf  and 
Dumb  School,  and  was  afterwards  appropriated  to  tho  benevolent  objects  of  the  Royal 
Maternity  Hospital,  but  is  now  the  property  of  a  largo  engineering  firm. 

The  fine  open  grounds  which  surround  Milton  House,  with  the  site  on  which  it  is 
built,  formed  a  large  and  beautiful  garden  attached  to  the  mansion  of  tho  Earls  of 
Roxburgho.  Lord  Fountainhall  reports  a  dispute,  in  1004,  between  the  Trades  of 
Canongate  and  the  Earl  of  Roxburghe,  in  which  tho  Lords  declared  his  house  in  the 
Canongate  free,  and  himself  empowered,  by  right  of  certain  clauses  in  a  contract  between 
the  Earl,  the  Town  of  Edinburgh,  and  Heriot's  Hospital,  to  employ  artificers  on  his 
house  who  wc  'o  not  freemen  of  the  burgh.*  Such  contentions,  originating  in  the  jealousy 
of  the  Corporations  of  the  Canongate,  are  of  frequent  occurrence  at  tho  period,  and  show 
with  how  despotic  a  spirit  they  were  prepared  to  guard  their  exclusive  rights.  On  the 
2d  June  1681,  a  complaint  was  laid  before  the  Privy  Council  by  the  celebrated 
Lord  Halton,  afterwards  Earl  of  Lauderdale,*  stating  that  ho  was  then  building  a 
lodging  for  himself  in  tho  Canongate,  and  having  emphyed  some  country  masons, 
the  craftsmen  of  the  burgh  assaulted  them,  and  carried  ofi*  their  tools.  In  the  evidence, 
it  is  shown  that  even  a  freeman  of  the  capital  dared  not  encroach  on  the  bounds  of  the 
Canongate;  and  that,  "in  1071,  the  Privy  Council  fined  David  Pringle,  chirurgeou, 
for  employing  one  Wood,  an  unfree  barber,  to  exerce  his  calling  in  polling  the 
children's  heads  in  Heriot's  Hospital ! " '  In  this  case  Lord  Halton  seems  also  to 
have  been  left  free  to  employ  his  own  workmen ;  but  the  craftsmen  were  declared 
warranted  in  their  interference,  and  therefore  free  from  the  charge  of  rioting.  The 
Earl  of  Roxburghe's  mansion  appears,  from  Edgar's  map,  to  have  stood  on  the  west 
Bide  of  the  garden,  and  to  have  been  afterwards  occupied  by  his  brother  John,  the  fifth 

I  Fountiinball'i  Deciiioni,  vol,  i.  p.  61 4. 

*  Queeniberry  Houu  having  been  built  un  ground  purcbaaed  from  tbe  Lauderdale  family  (Traditiana,  vol.  1,  p,  280), 
it  aeema  probable  that  that  ducal  iransion  occupies  the  aite  of  Lord  Halton'a  house. 
'  Fountainhall'a  Decisions,  vol.  i.  p.  1 3S-9. 
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Earl,  who  took  an  active  share  in  promoting  tlie  Union.  He  wai  soon  after  elevated  to  a 
dukedom  in  the  British  Peerage,  and  successively  filled  the  ofilcei  of  Keeper  of  the  Privj 
Seal  and  Secretary  of  State  fur  Scotland. 

At  the  head  of  Reid'a  Close  stands  the  ancient  and  picturesque  atone  tenement, 
designated  in  the  accompanying  engraving  Nislict  uf  Dirleton's  House,  which  appears  by 
the  date  on  it  to  have  been  erected  in  the  year  1024.  Its  basemert  story  is  substantially 
arched  with  stone,  in  accordance  with  the  fusliiun  of  that  a^j,  when  a  citizen's  mansion 
had  occasionally  to  be  made  his  castle,  in  a  very  different  lense  from  that  which  is  now 
maintained  as  the  theory  of  British  law.  Tliis  edifice,  w  li'^h  was  probably  reared  by 
some  courtier  of  note  and  influence  at  Miat  period,  afterwards  became  the  residence  of 
Sir  John  Nisbet,  who  was  promoted  to  the  Bench  in  1(1(14,  under  the  title  of  Lord 
Dirleton,  and  was  the  last  who  held  the  office  of  Lonl  Advocate  conjointly  with  tluit  of 
a  Judge.  He  was  the  predeccsMor  of  Sir  George  Miickenzie  as  I^ord  Advocate,  and  ii 
accused,  both  by  Kirkton  and  Wodrow,  of  making  himself  the  tool  of  the  Bishops.  The 
latter  relates  a  curious  instance  of  his  zeal  in  persecuting  the  unfortunate  Covenanters. 
Robert  Gray  having  been  brought  before  the  Council,  and  examined  as  to  his  knowledge 
of  the  hiding  places  of  gome  of  the  leaders  of  that  party,  without  their  succeeding  in 
obtaining  from  him  the  desired  information.  Sir  John  took  a  ring  from  the  man's  finger 
and  sent  it  to  Mrs  Gray  by  a  trnxty  messenger,  who  informed  her  that  her  husband  had 
told  all  he  knew  of  the  Wliigg,  and  that  he  sent  this  ring  to  her  in  token  that  she  might 
do  the  same.  Deceived  by  this  ingenious  fraud,  the  poor  woman  revealed  their  places  of 
concealment ;  but  her  husband  was  so  affected  that  he  sickened  and  died  a  few  days  after. 
The  south  front  of  the  house  appears  in  the  engraving  of  Beid's  Close,  and  is  singularly 
picturesque,  and  somewlmt  unique  in  its  character. 

A  little  further  to  the  eastward,  on  the  same  side,  is  the  huge  mansion  erected  by 
William,  firnt  Duke  of  Queensberry,  the  builder  of  Drumlanrig  Castle,  who  exercised 
almost  absolute  power  in  Scotland  during  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
and  presided  as  High  Commissioner  in  the  first  Parliament  of  James  VII.  He  afterwards 
took  an  active  share  in  the  revolution  that  placed  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  the  throne ;  a 
step  which  did  not  prove  sufficient  to  redeem  him  from  the  hotred  of  the  Presbyterian 
party,  against  whom  his  power  had  been  used  in  a  very  cruel  and  arbitrary  manner. 
He  died  in  the  Canongate  in  1095.  His  character  was  made  up  of  the  strangest  con- 
tradictions ;  a  great  miser,  yet  magnificent  in  buildings  and  pleasure  grounds ;  illiterate, 
yet  a  collector  of  books,  and  commanding  in  his  letters — which  he  dictated  to  a  secretary — 
a  style  that  is  admirable.*  His  son,  the  active  promoter  of  the  union,  and  the  Lord  Higii 
Commissioner  under  whose  auspices  it  was  accomplished,  kept  court  here  during  that 
stormy  period,  and  frequently  found  his  huge  mansion  surrounded  by  the  infuriated  mob 
who  BO  pertinaciously  pursued  every  abettor  of  that  hated  measure.'     But  the  most 


■  A  collection  of  hU  lettera  now  in  the  poiieuton  of  0.  K.  Sbarpe,  Eaq.,  would  form  a  curloua  and  valuable  aoquiai' 
tion  to  the  literary  world  if  publiahed. 

'  A  myaterioua  and  horrible  atorjr  ia  related  in  the  "  Traditlona  of  Edinburgh,"  ounceming  the  Duke'a  eldest  son, 
Lord  Drumlanrig,  an  idiot,  who,  being  desorted  by  his  keeper  on  the  day  the  union  wai  passed — the  whole  household 
having  gone  off,  with  the  eiception  of  a  little  kitchen  boy — escaped  from  his  conflnenient,  murdered  the  boy,  and  was 
found  roasting  him  at  the  fire  when  the  domestics  returned  in  triumph  from  the  Parliament  Close.  The  dreadful  tale 
soon  became  known,  and  it  wai  universally  regarded  as  a  judgment  on  the  Duke  fur  his  share  in  the  union. 
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eminent  occupanti  of  Queeniborrj  Home  are  Charlei<,  the  third  Dnko,  who  wm  born  there 
in  1008,  and  hit  celebrntcd  Ducheis,  I^ady  Cntheriae  IIy<lo,  tlie  patronesi  of  the  poet 
Oay,  and  the  beauty  of  the  court  of  Qeorgo  I.,  whoie  *prightline«ii  and  wit  have  been 
commemorated  in  the  numbers  of  Pope,  Swift,  and  Prior ;  and  whom  Horace  Walpole, 
Earl  of  Orford,  oelebrattid  in  her  old  age  ae — 

Prior'!  Kittjr,  (Ttr  Mr  I 

The  eccentric  beauty  eiponied  the  cauio  of  Qay  with  such  warmth,  that  on  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  rofuRing  to  sanction  the  representation  of  Polly^  a  piece  intended  as  a 
continuation  of  the  Beggar's  Opera,  she  received  the  poet  into  her  house  as  her  private 

secretary,  and  both  she  and  the  Duke  with- 
drew in  higli  dudgeon  from  court  Gay 
accompanied  his  fair  patroness  to  Edinburgh, 
and  resided  some  time  at  Qucensberry  House. 
His  intercourse  with  the  author  of  "  the 
Qentle  Shepherd,"  has  already  been  referred 
to,  as  well  OS  his  frequent  visits  to  the  poet's 
shop  at  the  crost>.'    Wo  furnish  a  view  of 

Bl         ■■j'lilB^MiB^f  ..jriC^HS      another   and   much   humbler   haunt   of  the 
I  BlkiAllliA  1  BIloH^  iH  WL      V^^    during   his    residence    in    Edinburgh. 

„,   .       .   -,^,,  -.,„         _,^       It   is   a   small   lath  and  plaster  edifice  of 

HnrH^BI  ^■hhT^^IBIV      considerable    antiquity,   which    still    stands 
I'mUuil  ilKB  ^IDHtlDj^^HI       directly    opposite    Quoensberry   House,   and 

is  said  to  have  been  a  much  frequented 
tavern  in  Gay's  time,  kept  by  an  hospitable 
old  dame,  called  Janet  Hall;  and,  if  tradi- 
tion is  to  bo  believed,  Jenny  Ildi  change- 
houM  was  a  frequent  scene  of  the  poet's  relaxations  with  the  congenial  wits  of  the  Scot- 
tish capital.' 

The  huge  dimensions  of  Queensborry  House  are  best  estimated  from  the  fact  of  its 
having  been  subsequently  converted  into  barracks  and  an  hospital.  The  lotest  purpose  to 
which  this  once  magnificent  ducal  residence  has  been  applied,  as  a  "  House  of  Refuge  for 
the  Destitute,"  seems  to  complete  its  descent  in  the  scale  of  degradation.  Little  idea, 
however,  can  now  be  formed,  from  the  vast  and  unadorned  proportions  which  the  ungainly 
edifice  presents  both  externally  and  internally,  of  its  appearance  while  occupied  by  its 
original  owners.  The  whole  building  was  then  a  story  lower  than  it  is  at  present.  The 
wings  were  surmounted  with  neat  ogee  roofs.  The  centre  had  a  French  roof,  with  storm 
windows,  in  the  style  of  the  Palace  of  Versailles,  and  the  chimney  stalks  were  sufikiently 
ornamental  to  odd  to  the  general  effect  of  the  building,  so  that  the  whole  appearance  of 
the  mansion,  though  plain,  was  perfectly  in  keeping  with  the  residence  of  a  nobleman  and 
the  representative  of  majesty.  The  internal  decorations  were  of  the  most  costly  descrip- 
tion, including  very  richly  carved  marble  chimney  pieces.  On  the  house  being  dismantled, 
many  of  these  were  purchased  by  the  Earl  of  Wemyss,  for  completing  his  new  mansion 


■  Ante,  p.  199. 
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of  Uoiford  Houie,  near  Edinburgh ;  but  hii  Riicccmiort  have  continued  to  prefer  the  old 
maniiou,  wtiiuh  itandi  only  a  fuw  hundred  yardH  from  the  moilern  pile ;  and  it  i*  left 
accordingly  in  a  more  dcHoiatu  state  oren  than  the  deiiertcd  cdiflco  in  the  Canongate,  with 
whole  HpoiJB  it  ihouhl  have  been  adorned. 

On  the  site  now  occupied  by  a  brewery,  a  little  to  the  eaiitward  of  Quccnibcrry  Houm, 
formerly  stood  I/)thinn  Hut,  a  tnuill  but  very  uplendidly  fioinhed  manaion,  erected  by 
William,  the  third  Marquii  of  liothian,  atmut  17A0,  and  in  wliich  ho  died  in  17A7.  Hit 
MaruhionoiR,  who  survived  him  twenty  years,  continued  to  reside  there  till  her  death,  and 
it  was  afterwards  occupitMl  by  the  liOtly  (Jurolino  D'Arcy,  Dowagor  Marchioness  of  the 
fonrth  Marquis,  The  scene  of  furnier  rank  and  magniflcence  would  have  possessed  a 
dee{)er  interest  had  it  now  remained,  from  its  having  formed  for  many  years  the  residence 
of  the  celebrated  philosopher,  Diigald  Stewart,  and  the  place  where  ho  carried  on  many  of 
his  most  important  literary  labours. 

At  the  head  of  Panmnre  Close,  on  the  north  side  of  the  street,  an  ancient  ediflce  of 
the  time  of  Queen  Mary  still  exists.  It  has  already  been  referred  to  as  bearing  the 
earliest  date  on  any  private  building  in  the  Canongate.  It  consists,  like  other  buildings 
of  the  period,  of  a  lower  erection  of  stone  with  a  fore  stair  leading  to  the  first  floor,  and 
an  ornamental  turnpike  within,  affording  occeHS  to  tho  upper  chambers  of  the  building. 
At  the  top  of  a  very  Htcep  wooden  stair,  constructed  alongside  of  the  latter,  a  very  rich 
specimen  of  carved  oak  panncling  remains  in  good  preservation,  adorned  with  the 
Scottish  lion,  displayed  within  a  brood  wreath,  and  surrounded  by  a  variety  of  ornament 
The  doorway  of  the  inner  turnpike  bears  on  tho  sculptured  lintel  the  initials  I.  H., 
a  shield,  charged  with  a  chevcron  and  a  hunting  horn  in  base ;  and  the  date  1.565, 
which  leaves  little  reason  to  doubt  that  its  builder  was  John  Hunter,  a  wealthy  burgess, 
who  filled  the  office  of  treasurer  of  tho  burgh  in  1508.  The  name  of  Panmure  Close  is 
derived  from  its  having  been  the  access  to  Panmure  House,  an  old  mansion,  part  of 
which  still  remains  at  the  foot  of  Monroe's  Close,  now  occupied  aa  an  iron  foundry. 
It  formed  the  town  residence  of  the  Earl  of  Panmure,  who  was  succeeded  in  it 
towards  tho  middle  of  lost  century  by  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen,  At  that  time  it 
was  pleasantly  surrounded  by  open  garden  ground,  and  was  deemed  a  peculiarly 
suitable  mansion  ;  und  towards  tho  close  of  the  century  it  was  occupied  by  the  cele- 
brated Dr  Adam  Smith,  who  spent  there  the  last  twelve  years  of  his  life.  It  is  now 
as  melancholy  a  looking  abode  as  could  well  be  assigned  for  the  residence  even  of  a  poor 
author. 

John  Paterson's  House,  or  the  Qolfer's  Land,  as  it  is  now  more  generally  termed, 
forms  a  prominent  object  among  tho  range  of  ancient  tenements  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Canongate,  and  is  associated  with  a  romantic  talc  of  the  Court  of  James  VII.,  during 
iiis  residence  at  Holyrood,  as  Duke  of  York.  The  story  narrated  in  tho  "  Historical 
Account  of  the  Game  of  Golf,"  privately  printed  by  the  I^cith  Club  of  Golfers,  bears  that, 
during  the  residence  of  the  Duke  in  Edinburgh,  the  question  was  started  on  one  occasion 
by  two  English  noblemen,  who  boasted  of  their  own  cxpertness  in  the  game,  as  to 
whether  the  ancient  Scottish  amusement  was  not  practised  at  an  equally  early  date  in 
England.    The  Duke's  fondness  for  the  game  has  already  been  referred  to,'  and  he  was 
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now  itimnlaUid  to  iti  dofoiiro  »«  a  nntionnl  nmutcmeDt  peculiar  to  Hcotlsud,  from  hii 
•arnoit  deiiro  to  win  the  popiilnr  fiivour,  in  which  ho  win  no  way  more  likely  to  luccecd  than 
by  flattering  their  prejudice*  on  any  qucition  of  nationality,  and  becoming  their  champion 
in  iti  defence.  The  antiquity  of  the  Hcottiiih  game  ia  proved  by  a  Mtatute,  paiiod  in  the 
reign  of  Jnmei  II.,  14A7,  forbidding  the  practice  of  both  "  fute-ball  and  golfe,"  under 
the  |)enulty  of  the  Harun's  unlaw,  and  enacting  the  uie  of  the  Bow  in  itt  itead. 
The  evidence  on  the  English  tide  not  being  lo  readily  furthcoming,  the  Kngliihmen 
offered  to  rcit  the  legitiniaoy  of  their  national  preten*ioni  on  the  rciult  of  a  match 
to  bo  played  by  them  agninit  hiii  Itoyiil  Highne**  and  any  Huotiman  he  choie  to  telect. 
The  Duke  immediately  accepted  the  challenge,  and,  after  careful  inquiry,  selected  aa 
his  partner  John  I'aterson,  a  poor  shoemaker  of  the  t'anongate,  whose  ancestors  had 
been  celebrated  for  centuries  as  proflcients  in  the  f^ame,  and  who  then  enjoyed  th«) 
honour  of  being  considered  the  best  golfer  of  his  duy.  Tlio  match  was  played  by  the 
Duke  and  his  partner  against  their  Knglish  challengers  on  tiie  Links  of  I^eith  ;  heavy 
stakes  were  risked  by  the  Duke  and  his  nublo  opimnents  on  the  results ;  and  after  a 
hard-fought  Held,  the  royal  champion  of  Scotland  and  his  humble  squiro  carried  the  day 
triumphantly.  The  loor  shoemaker  was  rewarded  with  a  large  share  of  the  stakes 
forfeited  by  the  challenger,  and  with  this  he  built  the  substantial  tenement  which 
still  records  his  name,  and  commemorates  his  victory  ever  the  impugners  of  the  national 
sports. 

A  large  and  handsome  tablet  on  the  front  of  the  mansion  bears  the  Paterson  Arms — 
three  pelicans  feeding  their  young,  with  three  mullets  on  a  chief;  and  surmounted  by  a 
knight's  helmet,  and  a  defaced  crest,  said  to  bo  a  hand  grasping  a  golfer's  club.  Over 
the  ground  floor,  n  plain  slab  is  inscribed  with  the  following  epigram,  from  the  pen  cf 
the  celebrated  Dr  Pitcairn,  commemorative  of  the  heroic  deeds  of  the  builder,  and  the 
national  claims  which  he  successfully  asserted : — 

Cum  victor  ludo,  SootU  qui  pioprina,  ••ut, 

T«r  trail  victom  pest  redemito*  avoa, 
r»liinuniiii,  humu  tunc  e(luo«)>kt  In  titum 

Hkno,  qua  victum  tut  tuUt  una,  donmin. 


The  letters  of  this  elegant  distich  were  formerly  gilded  so  as  to  attract  the  notice  of 
the  passer,  but  this  has  entirely  di»appeared,  and  the  inscription  no  longer  challenges 
the  attention  of  any  but  the  curious  antiquary.  Underneath  is  placed  the  philanthropio 
declaration  i  baie  no  perhon,  which  might  be  supimsed  the  very  natural  sentiment  of  one 
who  had  achif^ved  such  unexpected  honour  and  reward.  It  proves,  however,  to  be  merely 
the  transposition  of  the  letters  of  his  own  iiame  into  an  anagram,  according  to  the  quaint 
fashion  of  the  age.  The  ancient  tenement  appears  in  the  accompanying  engraving,  and 
the  inscriptions  upon  it  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  traditional  fame  of  the  Canongate 
Golfer.  We  ure  sorry  in  any  degree  to  disturb  a  tradition  backed  by  such  incontrovertible 
evidence ;  but  it  appears  probable,  from  the  evidence  of  the  tile-deeds,  that  the  Golfer's 
Land  was  lost,  instead  of  won,  by  the  gaming  projiensities  of  its  owner.  It  was  acquired 
in  1600  by  Nicol  Paterson,  maltman  in  licith,  from  whom  it  passed  in  1632  to  his  son, 
John  Paterson,  and  Agnes  Lyel,  his  spouse.     He  died  in  1663,  as  appears  by  the  epitaph 
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on  hit  tomb^wtiiuh  exi«tod  in  Mnitlamri  timo  In  tho  cemetery  BttacheU  to  Holjrrood 
Abbey— after  bavin^  oeveral  time*  filled  tho  (ifHco  of  Imille  of  (.'•nonKato.'  Ikttb  of 
theM,  we  may  infer  from  the  imcription  on  the  old  tenement,  wore  xoaluu*  and  lurreii- 
All  wielderi  of  the  (iolflng  ('iub— a  virtue  which  they  beiiuenthed  to  the  younKor  John 
Futerion,  the  hero  of  the  traditional  tale,  along  with  the  old  laud  which  bcari  bin  name. 
The  ityle  of  the  building  coiiflrnii  tho  idea  of  itt  having  been  rebuilt  by  him,  with  the 
■poilt,  aa  wo  are  Imund  to  preiumo,  which  he  won  on  Leith  Liuki  from  "  our  auld 
enomiei  of  Kngland."  The  title-decdi,  however,  render  it  probable,  at  we  have  hinted, 
that  other  i>takei  had  been  played  for  with  leit  luccoia.  In  lOUt,  bu  grant*  a  bond  over 
tho  pro|)erty  for  £iOO  Scot*.  Tlii*  i*  followed  by  letter*  of  caption  and  horning,  and 
other  direful  *ymptom*  of  legal  a**ault,  which  pur»uo  tho  poor  golfer  to  hi*  grave,  and 
remain  behind  a*  hi*  *ole  legacy  to  hi*  heir*.  PuterHou  appear*,  from  other  evidence,  to 
have  been  immediately  *ucceeded  in  the  old  man*ion  by  John,  *econd  Lord  Uellcnden, 
who  died  there  in  1704  t  *inue  which  time  the  Golfer'*  linnd  ha*  run  it*  cour*e,  like  the 
other  tenement*  of  thi*  once  patrician  burgh,  and  i*  now  occupied  by  the  *ame  cla**  of 
plebeian  tenant*  a*  ha*  everywhere  ■uccceded  to  the  old  courtier*  of  Holyrood.* 

Whiteford  Home,  a  comfortable  modern  maniion,  originally  occupied  by  Sir  John 
Whiteford,  *tand*  immediutely  behind  Janet  Hall'*  humble  dwelling,  *urrounded  by 
open  ifarden*,  forming  the  light  of  the  ancient  maniion  of  the  Enrl*  of  Wintoun.  Qeorge, 
the  fifth  Earl,  wa*  attainted  in  con*equeuco  of  hi*  *hare  in  the  ill-concerted  insurrection 
of  1716,  and  the  old  edifice,  being  then  forsaken  by  it*  noble  owners,  wa*  abandoned  to 
solitude  and  decay.  Tlic  ground  is  marked  in  Edgar's  map  as  the  ruins  of  the  Earl  of 
Wintoun's  house ;  and  from  tho  importance  of  tho  family,  and  their  love  of  sumptuous 
buildings,  a*  well  as  the  extensive  space  tho  ruin*  appear  to  have  occupied,  it  may  bo  pre- 
sumed that  "  my  Lord  Seaton's  hou*e  in  the  Canongatc,"  where  the  French  Ambassador 
Manzeville  lodged  in  1582,'  in  no  way  belied  tho  charming  glimpse  of  its  gloomy  quad- 
rangle, w'th  its  heavy  architraves  adorned  with  armorial  bearings  and  religious  device*, 
afforded  in  the  lively  page*  of  the  "Abbot;"  or  of  it*  lofty  hall,  surrounded  with  suit* 
of  ancient  and  rusty  armour,  interchanged  with  huge  massive  stone  escutcheons,  blazoned 
with  the  Sotou  Arm* ;  all  which  were  so  utterly  thrown  away  on  the  headstrong  young 
page,  Roland  Qraimo.  Whiteford  House  was  latterly  occupied  for  many  years — till  his 
death  in  1823 — by  Sir  William  Maclood  Bannatyne,  a  remarkably  pleasing  specimen  of  u 
gentleman  of  Old  Edinburgh,  before  its  antique  mansions  and  manners  had  altogether 
fallen  under  the  ban  of  modern  fashion.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Lady  Clanranald,  who  was 
confined  in  the  Tower  for  affording  protection  to  Prince  Cliarlcs  during  his  wanderings 

>  HaitUnil,  p.  KO. 

*  The  (unentl  lett«r  of  Lord  B«llenden,  from  whtnoe  wa  bava  durirad  tha  hiformatton  in  tha  tait,  aRbrdi  an  nl- 
denoa  o(  tba  changa  u(  muinara  tinoa  it  waa  iaauad.  It  ia  aa  (ullowa : — "  Tha  honour  of  jrour  praaanca  to  acoouipany 
tha  oorpa  o(  nijr  Lord  Ballendeu,  njj  father,  from  bta  lo<lgingi  in  Pataraun'a  Laud,  naar  the  Canongata  foot,  to  hia 
burial  plaoa  in  tba  Abay  Church,  upon  Sunday  the  3d  inatant,  at  8  of  the  cluck  in  tba  morning,  ia  aarueatly  deaired  by 
John  Ucllenden."  Buma  ourioua  information  ia  given  in  an  "  Act  in  fitvun  of  Jamea  Donaldaon,  to  print  Uuriall  Lettera, 
Uar.  10,  1091>i"  wherein  it  appeara  "That  the  petitioner  hath  fallen  upon  a  device  for  printing  or  ataniping  tbein 
in  a  fine  wryt  character,  ,  .  ,  by  thia  device  the  leidgea  may  be  both  clieippr  and  looner  aerved  than  ordinar,  Buriall 
Lettera  being  oft  timea  in  lioate ;  betidti  the  dtcenci)  and  omamnt  of  a  border  a/iteltloni'  mortkeaih,  and  other  emblemi 
of  morlalilg,  wbicb  the  I'etilioner  baa  ao  contrived  that  it  may  be  added  or  abatracted  at  pleaaure  !" — Documenta  re- 
Utive  to  Scottiah  printing.     Hail.  Hiac.  vol.  ii.  p.  233-4, 

'  Hoyaa'a  Hamuira,  p.  77. 
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— to  nearly  connected  arv  (lu'io  roinnnlic  incidi'itiii  with  our  own  dny.  Hu  wu  rniied  to 
the  Iti'ncli  on  tlio  (lentil  of  Lord  Hwinton,  nnd  took  hi*  «oiit  m  Iiord  nnunntyno  in  ITUO, 
He  wiu  tliu  Iniit  iiirvivor  of  tliu  Mirror  ('lull,  niid  oiiu  of  the  contrilmtom  to  timt  varljr 
|wrio<ticiil.  IIi»  uonvertational  |NiW(>r*  were  gntii,  iin<i  liii  lively  runiini«cuncci  of  tha 
•niini'iit  men,  nud  tlio  leading  went*  of  ln»t  ciiiitury,  are  rufttrrcd  to  by  thoio  who 
have  I'l^oyud  hii  cheerful  locioty,  when  in  hi*  ninutiuth  year,  aa  |ieuuliarly  vivid  and 
rliaracteri«tio.     The  houtu  in  now  u«cd  im  n  nmnufiu-tory, 

Amonx  the  antii|uu  i;rou|M  of  ImildiiiK*  in  thu  CiinonKnto,  icarcely  any  one  haa  mora 
firequently  attracted  the  arti«t  liy  thu  picturunque  irrej^ularity  of  it«  fuaturei  than   the 
White  Home  Cloiu — an   ancient  luiitclry  to  which  a  ft-eiih  interett  haa  been  attached  by 
the  maific  |iun  of  Scott,  who  |ieo|iled  anew  ita  dciertud  hall*  with  the  croationi  of  hia 
fertile  xeniuM.     Triulitiou,  with  Nomuwhat  inonotonoua  |iortinacity,  atHrmt  that  it  acquired 
ita  nainc  from  u  celebrated  and  licuiitiful  white  paliVey  bclon^finx  to  Queen  Mary.'    Thor« 
la  no  rcikion,  however,  to  think,  from  the  Rtylu  nnd  character  of  the  building,  that  it  ia 
any  older  tliuu   the  date  l(l«:i,  which  i*  cut  over  a  dormer  window  on  ita  aouth  front. 
Tlio  intcreat  ia  much  more  le{(itimate  which  aHaociatca  it  with  the  cavaliera  of  I'rince 
Charlca'a  I'ourt,  aa  the  (|uartcrii  of  Captain  Wuvorloy  during  Ium  brief  aojouru  in  the  uapital. 
It  forma  the  main  feature  in  a  amall  paved  quadrangle  near  the  foot  of  the  C'anongato. 
A  broad  flight  of  atepa  leada  up  to  the  building,  diverging  to  the  right  and  left  ft'om  the 
firat  landing,  and  giving  acccaa  to  two  aingularly-pictureaquo  timlier  fiorchea  which  over- 
hung the  lower  atory,  and  form  thu  moitt  prominent  featurea  in  the  view.     A  ateop  and 
narrow  alley  poaaca  through   below  one  of  theae,  and  leada  to   the  north   front  of  the 
building,  which  wo  have  aolected  for  our  engraving,  aa  an  v(iually  chaructcriatio  and  more 
novel  scene.     Owing  to  the  |)cculiar  alope  of  the  ground,  thu  building  riaos  on  thia  aide 
to  more  than  doublu  the  height  of  ita  aouth  front ;  and  a  accond  tier  of  windows  in  the  atcep 
roof  give  it  aomo  rcaemblancu  to  the  (>ld  Flemiiih  hoatela,  still  occoaionully  to  bo  met  with 
by  thu  traveller  in  Uelgium.     But  while  the  truvollera'  quarters  are  thus  crowded  into  the 
roof,  the  whole  of  the  ground  floor  ia  arched,  and  fltted  up  with  ample  accommodation  for 
his  liorsca— an  arrangement  thoroughly  in  accordance  with  the  Hcottiah  practice  in  early 
times.     lu  an  Act  passed  in  thu  ruign  of  James  I.,  14*^5,  for  the  oxpreas  cncounigemont 
of  innkceiKTB,   all  travellers  stopping  at  burgh  towns  are  forbid  to  lodge  with  their 
acquaintance  or  friends,  or  in  any  other  quarters,  but  in  "  the  hostilluries,"  with  this 
exception: — "  Qif  it  lie  the  |>cr8on  s  that  luadis  monio  with  them  in  compnnio" — i.e., 
Gentlemen  attended  with  a  numerous  retinue — "  thai  sail  have  friudome  to  harberio  'vith 
their  friends ;  swa  that  their  horse  and  their  mcinze  bo  harbcriud  and  ludgcd  in  the 
commouu   hoatillaries."     Almost   immediately  adjoining  the  north   front  of  the   White 
Horse  Inn  was  a  largo  tank  or  ))ond  for  watering  horses,  from  whence  tho  name  of  the 
principal  gate  of  the  burgh  was  derived.     Hcru,  therefore,  was  tho  rendezvous  for  knights 
and  barons,  with  their  numerous  retainers,  and  tho  chief  scene  of  the  arrival  and  departure 
of  all  travellers  of  rank  and  importance  during  tho  seventeenth  century,  contrasting  as 
strangely  with  the  provisions  of  muduru  retincmeut  as  any  relic  that  survives  of  the 
Canongate  in  these  good  old  times. 

The  court-yard  of  the  White  Horso  Inn  is  conijilcted  by  an  antique  tenement  towards 

<  Cbambi-ra'ii  Troilitidiii,  vol.  ii.  p.  1295. 
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the  Btreet,  which  tradition  point*  out  aa  the  reiidencu  of  Bishop  Paterson,  one  of  the 
lateit  Epiicopal  dignitariei  of  the  Eatablished  Church,  and  a  special  snbject  of  scandal 
to  the  CovenanterR.  Ho  was  formerly  chaplain  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  and  was 
currently  reported  to  have  owed  his  promotion  to  the  favour  of  the  Duchess.*  A  little 
to  the  eastward  of  the  White  Horse  Close,  and  immediately  a^oining  the  Water  Qate, 
a  plain  modern  land  occupies  the  site  of  St  Thomas's  Hospital,  founded  by  Qeorge 
Crichton,  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  in  1541,  and  dedicated  to  (iod,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  all 
saints.  It  consisted  of  a  chapel  and  almshouse,  which  were  purchased  by  the  Magistrates 
of  Canongate  in  the  year  1617,  from  the  chaplains  and  bedesmen,  with  the  consent  of 
David  Creichton  of  Lugtoun,  the  patron,  who  probably  retained  possession  of  the  endow- 
ments. Its  new  patroLB  converted  it  into  an  hospital  for  the  poor  of  the  burgh,  and 
invited  the  charity  of  the  wealthy  burghers  of  Canongate,  by  placing  the  following 
inscription  over  the  entrance,  surmounted  with  the  figures  of  two  cripples,  an  old  man  and 
woman,  and  the  Canongate  Arms : — hblpb  hkrb  the  poore,  ab  ze  vald  odd  did  zov. 
JUNE  10,  1017.  When  Maitlnnd  wrote,  the  chapel  had  been  converted  into  a  coach-house, 
and  both  it  and  the  hospital  were  in  a  very  ruinous  state;  and,  in  1778,  it  was  entirely 
demolished,  and  its  site  occupied  by  private  dwellings.* 

The  Water  Gate  formed  the  chief  entrance  to  the  burgh  of  Canongate,  and  the  main 
approach  to  the  capital  previous  to  the  erection  of  the  North  Bridge.  It  is  a  port  of  con- 
siderable antiquity,  being  represented  as  such  in  the  maps  of  1544  and  1673;  and  in  the 
Registers  of  the  Burgh  for  1574,  the  Treasurer  is  ordered  "  to  bye  ane  lok  and  key  to  the 
Wattir  Yet." '  Through  it  the  Earl  of  Hertford  entered  with  the  army  of  Henry  VIII. 
in  the  former  year  ;  and,  at  the  same  place,  the  Marquis  of  Montrose,  the  Earl  of  Argyle, 
and  others  of  less  note,  were  received  on  their  capture,  with  all  the  ignominy  that  party 
rancour  could  devise.*  Perhaps,  however,  the  following  unauthorised  entrance  by  the 
same  public  thoroughfare,  in  the  year  1601,  may  be  considered  no  less  singular  than  any 
of  which  it  has  been  the  scene.  In  the  City  Becords  of  Edinburgh,  after  a  gift  of  escheat 
granted  by  the  Council  to  the  Baron  Bailie  of  Canongate,  of  all  heritable  and  movable 
goods  belonging  to  the  witches  thereof,  a  report  follows  by  the  Bailie  concerning  Barbara 
Mylne,  whom  Junet  Allen,  burnt  for  witchcraft,  "  did  once  see  come  in  at  the  Water 
Gate  in  likeness  of  a  cait,  and  did  change  her  garment  under  her  awin  staire,  and  went 
into  her  house.'"    Such  residentera  were  not  eifectually  expelled  by  the  gift  of  escheat, 


*  An  anoiijrmoui  letter,  addreued  to  the  Biabop  bjriome  of  hii  Freabyterian  ravilen  in  1681,  la  preterved  among  the 
oolleotion  of  original  document*  in  the  City  Chambera.  It  aupplie*  a  tuffioiently  minute  narrative  of  hi*  proceeding* 
both  in  Edinburgh  and  eliewhere ;  of  hi*  e*cape  from  an  enraged  huiband  by  leaping  the  Water  of  Errie,  thenceforth 
called  "  Pater*on'*  Luup; "  uf  hi*  dealing*  with  "that  Jeiebel  the  Dutchna;"  the  Town  Guard  of  Edinburgh,  Ac,  all 
told  in  Bomewhat  too  plain  language  for  mo<lem  eara. 

*  Maitlund,  p,  1 65.  Arnot,  p.  249.  The  property  of  thi*  piou*  foundation  appear*  to  have  been  alienated  long 
before,  Wj  have  found,  in  the  Burgh  Charter  Room,  "  A  di*po*ition  of  hau*e  near  the  ground  of  the  Holy  Croa*. 
John  Patereone  to  Andrew  Kiiuell,"  dated  1628,  which  run*  thii* : — "  All  and  hail,  that  fore  buith  and  dwelling- 
houae,  and  back  vault  of  the  aame,  lying  contiguoua  thereto ;  lying  in  the  ground  pertaining  to  the  land  aometim* 
pertaiuing  to  the  pulr  Bedemon  of  the  Hoapital,  founded  bealde  the  Abbey  of  the  Holy  Croaa,  by  umquhile  George, 
Biehop  of  Dunkeld  ;  and  under  the  nether  fore  atair  of  the  aame,  with  the  pertinenta,  and  free  iah  and  entry 
thereto ;  which  tenement  lie*  within  the  aaid  Burgh,  on  the  aouth  aide  of  the  King'a  High  Street  thereof,  at  the  head 
of  the  wynd  called  Bell'a  Wynd,"  The  name  of  St  Thomaa  doea  not  occur  in  the  charter  of  foundation  a*  given  by 
Ilaitland. 

*  Itcgiater  of  the  Burgh  of  the  Canongate,  18th  Oct.  1674.  '  Fuuntainhall'a  Hiat.  Obaervea,  pp.  186-190. 
'  Law'a  Uemoriala,  Pref.  p.  Ixix. 
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thuugh  it  is  probable  their  worldly  circumatances  were  thereby  loft  more  dependent  on 
their  own  peculiar  resource!.  We  are  informed  by  an  intelligent  lady  who  resided  in  the 
Canongate  in  her  younger  years,  that  one  Christiau  Bums,  who  then  dwelt  in  Strachie's 
Close,  enjoyed  the  universal  reputation  of  a  witch ;  and  on  one  occasion  within  her  recol- 
lection was  scored  ahoon  the  breath — i.e.,  had  a  deep  cut  made  in  her  forehead  by  a 
neighbouring  maltster,  whose  brewing,  as  he  believed,  had  been  spoiled  by  her  devilish 
cantrips. 

The  Water  Gate  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  closed  port,  but  the  Canongate  dues  were 
still  for  some  time  after  collected  there  on  all  goods  entei  Ing  the  burgh.  Its  ancient  site 
was  marked,  till  a  few  years  since,  by  a  pointed  arch  constructed  of  wood,  and  surmounted 
with  the  Canongate  Arms.  This  ornamental  structure  having  been  blown  down  in  1822, 
the  fishwives  of  Newhaven  and  Musselburgh  unanimously  rebelled,  and  refused  to  pay  the 
usual  burghal  impost  levied  on  their  burdens  of  fish.  The  warfare  was  unflinchingly  main- 
tained by  these  amazons  for  some  time,  and  the  Magistrates  were  at  length  compelled 
to  restore  peace  to  their  gates,  by  replacing  the  decorated  representative  uf  the  more 
ancient  structure.  This,  however,  has  again  been  removed,  in  consequence  of  the  demoli- 
tion of  an  antique  fabric  on  the  cast  side  of  the  gateway ;  and  such  was  the  apathy  of 
the  then  generation  that  not  even  a  patriotic  fishwife  was  found  to  lift  her  voice  against 
the  sacrilegious  removal  of  this  time-honoured  landmark  I 

A  radiated  arrangement  of  the  paving  in  the  street,  directly  opposite  to  the  Water 
Gate,  marks  the  site  of  the  Girth  Cross,  the  ancient  boundary  of  the  Abbey  Sanctuary. 
It  appears  in  the  map  of  1573,  as  an  ornamental  shaft  elevated  on  a  flight  of  steps  ;  and 
it  existed  in  nearly  the  same  state  about  1750,  when  Maitland  wrote  his  History  of 
Edinburgh.  Every  vestige  of  it  has  since  been  removed,  but  the  ancient  privileges, 
which  it  was  intended  to  guard,  still  survive  as  a  curious  memorial  of  the  ecclesiastical 
founders  of  the  burgh.  Within  the  sacred  enclosures  that  once  bounded  the  Abbey  of 
Holyrood,  and  at  a  later  period  formed  the  chief  residence  of  the  Scottish  Court,  the 
happy  debtor  is  safe  from  the  assaults  of  inexorable  creditors,  and  may  dwell  at  ease  in  hia 
city  of  refuge,  if  he  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  bear  off  with  him  the  necessary  spoils. 
It  is,  in  truth,  an  imperium  in  imperio,  an  ancient  royal  burgh,  with  its  own  courts  and 
judges  and  laws,  its  claims  of  watch  and  ward,  and  of  feudal  service  during  the  presence 
of  royalty,  the  election  of  peers,  or  like  occasions  of  state,  which  every  householder  is 
bound  to  render  as  a  sworn  vassal  of  the  Abbey.  Endowed  with  such  peculiar  privileges 
and  immunities,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  its  inhabitants  regard  the  ancient  capital 
and  its  modern  rival  with  equal  contempt,  looking  upon  them  with  much  the  same  feeling 
as  one  of  the  court  cavaliers  of  Charles  II.  would  have  regarded  some  staid  old  Presbyterian 
burgher  or  spruce  city  gallant  in  his  holiday  finery.  In  truth,  it  is  scarcely  conceivable 
to  one  who  has  not  taken  up  his  abode  within  the  magic  circle,  how  much  of  the  fashion  of 
our  ancestors,  described  among  the  things  that  were  in  our  allusions  to  the  Cape  Club 
and  other  convivial  assemblies  of  last  century,  still  survives  in  undiminished  vigour  under 
covert  of  the  Sanctuary's  protection. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  main  street,  adjoining  the  outer  court-yard  of  the  Palace,  a 
series  of  pointed  arches  along  the  wall  of  the  Sanctuary  Court-House  indicate  the  remains 
of  the  ancient  Gothic  porch  and  gate-house  of  Holyrood  Abbey,  beneath  whose  groined 
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roof  the  dignitariei  of  the  Church,  the  noblei  attending  on  the  old  Scottiah  Kingi,  vnd 
the  besntiei  of  Queen  Mary'a  Court,  pasied  and  repasied  into  the  Abbey  Cloie.  This 
interesting  and  highly  ornamental  portion  of  the  ancient  monaatio  bnildinga  waa,  in  all 
probability,  the  work  of  the  good  Abbot  Ballantyne,  who  rebuilt  the  north  aide  of  the 
chnrch  in  the  highly  ornate  style  of  hia  time,  about  1490,  and  erected  the  chapel  of  8t 
Ninian,  North  Leith,  and  the  old  stone  bridge  that  led  to  it,  which  was  demolished  in 
1780  to  make  way  for  the  present  upper  drawbridge.  Adjoining  this  ancient  porch, 
formerly  stood  Abbot  Ballantyno's  "  great  house  or  lodging,  with  the  yard  thereof,  lying 
beside  the  port  of  Holyrood  House,  on  the  north  side  of  the  street."  The  groined  arch- 
way of  the  fine  old  porch,  with  the  remains  of  the  good  Abbot's  lodging,  forming,  with 
the  exception  of  the  chapel,  the  most  ancient  portions  of  the  Abbey  Palace  that  then 
remained,  were  recklessly  demolished  by  the  hereditary  keeper  in  1763,  in  order,  it  is 
said,  to  transfer  his  apartments  from  the  gate-house  to  the  main  building  of  the  Palace. 
A  small  and  unpretending  dwelling,  which  now  occupies  part  of  the  site  of  the  Abbot's 
manaion,  may  perhapa  excite  some  interest  in  the  minds  of  certain  curious  readers  aa 
having  once  been  the  house  of  the  notorious  Lucky  Spence,  celebrated  in  the  verses  of 
Allan  Ramsay  in  terms  somewhat  more  graphic  than  poetical.'  A  singular  discovery  waa 
made  about  fourteen  yeara  since,  during  the  progress  of  some  alterations  on  this  building, 
which  furnishes  a  vivid  illustration  of  the  desperate  deeds  occasionally  practised  under  the 
auspices  of  its  former  occupant  In  breaking  out  a  new  window  on  the  ground  floor,  a 
cavity  was  found  in  the  solid  wall,  containing  the  skeleton  of  a  child,  with  some  remains 
of  a  fine  linen  cloth  in  which  it  had  been  wrapped.  Our  authority,  a  worthy  shoemaker, 
who  had  occupied  the  house  for  forty-eight  years,  was  present  when  this  mysterious 
discovery  was  mode,  and  described  very  graphically  the  amazement  and  horror  of  the 
workman,  who  threw  away  his  crow-bar,  and  was  with  difficulty  persuaded  to  resume 
bis  operations. 

At  the  corner  of  the  Horse  Wynd,  and  immediately  to  the  west  of  the  Abbey  Conrt- 
House,  a  dilapidated  mansion  of  considerable  extent  is  pointed  out  traditionally  aa  the 
residence  of  the  unfortunate  Rizzio,  though  it  is  an  erection  of  probably  a  century  later 
than  the  bloody  deed  that  has  given  so  much  interest  to  the  name  of  the  Italian  favourite. 
A  curious  and  exceedingly  picturesque  court  is  enclosed  by  the  buildings  behind,  and 
bore  in  earlier  times  the  name  of  the  Chancellor' «>  Court,  having  probably  at  some  period 
formed  the  residence  of  that  eminent  official  dignitary.  It  is  described  in  the  title-deeds 
as  bounded  by  "  the  venall  leading  to  the  king's  stables  on  the  south,  and  the  Horse 
Wynd  on  the  west  parts  ;  "  a  definition  which  clearly  indicates  the  site  of  the  royal  mews 
to  have  been  on  the  west  side  of  the  Abbey  Close.  More  recent  and  trustworthy  tradi- 
tions than  those  above  referred  to,  point  out  a  large  room  on  the  first  floor  of  this  honse  as 
having  been  the  scene  of  some  interesting  proceedings  connected  with  the  rehearsal  of 
Home's  Douglas,  in  which  the  reverend  author  was  assisted  by  sundry  eminent  lay  and 
clerical  friends.  In  the  cast  of  the  piece  furnished  by  Mr  Edward  Hislop— a  good 
authority  on  Scottish  theatricals — Principal  Robertson,  David  Hume,  Dr  Carlyle  of 
Inveresk,  and  the  author,  take  the  leading  male  parts,  while  the  ladies  are  represented  by 
Professor  Ferguson  and  Dr  Blair,  the  eminent  divine  I    Notwithstanding,  however,  the 

*  Luoky  Spenoa'i  Lut  Adrio*.    Ramn;'*  Poenu,  4to,  p.  88. 
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authority  on  which  this  rests,  it  is  probable  that  the  utmost  countenance  afforded  by  these 
divines  was  their  presence  at  the  rehearsal,  and  the  dinner  which  succeeded  it  in  the 
Erskine  Club,  at  the  Abbey.'  The  old  tenement,  wherein  this  singular  assemblage  took 
place,  has  been  entirely  demolished  to  make  way  for  a  chapel  and  school  founded  by  the 
Duchess  of  GK)rdon  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sanctuary.  The  antique  building  to  the 
south,  separated  Arom  this  by  the  vennel  mentioned  above,  appears  Arom  the  titles  to 
have  been  the  residence  of  Francis  Lord  Napier  at  the  memorable  era  of  the  Union 
Parliament 

The  ancient  Tennis  Court,  the  frequent  scene  of  the  dramatic  amusements  of  the  royal 
occupants  of  Holyrood,  which  survives  now  only  in  name,  immediately  without  the  Water 
Gate,  has  been  repeatedly  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  work.'  The  game  of  Tennis, 
which  was  a  favourite  sport  throughout  Europe  during  last  century,  is  now  almost 
unknown.  Its  last  most  celebrated  Scottish  players  are  said  to  have  been  James  Hep- 
burn, Esq.  of  Keith,  and  the  famous  John  Law,  of  Lnurieston,  afterwards  ComptroUer- 
Oeneral  of  the  finances  in  France.*  The  whole  ground  to  the  eastward  of  the  Tennis  Court 
appears  in  Edgar's  map  as  open  garden  ground  attached  to  the  Palace,  with  the  exception 
of  the  small  building  known  as  Queen  Mary's  Bathj  but  shortly  after  liord  Adam 
Gordon,  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  Scotland,  took  up  his  residence  at  Holyrood  Palace 
in  1780,  he  granted  permission  to  several  favourite  veterans,  who  had  served  under  him 
abroad,  to  erect  small  booths  and  cottages  along  the  garden  wall ;  and  they  so  effectually 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  that  several  of  the  cottages  have  since  risen  to  be 
substantial  three  and  four  storied  lands.  John  Keith,  a  favourite  subaltern,  obtained  at 
that  time  the  piece  of  ground  immediately  a^oining  Qneen  Mary's  Bath,  and  in  the 
course  of  rearing  the  large  building,  which  now  remains  in  the  possession  of  his  daughters, 
he  had  to  demolish  part  of  a  turret  staircase  which  led  to  the  roof  of  the  Bath.  Here,  on 
removing  a  portion  of  the  slating,  a  richly-inlaid  dagger  of  antique  form,  and  greatly 
corroded  with  rust,  was  found  sticking  in  the  sarking  of  the  roof.  It  remained  for  many 
years  in  the  possession  of  the  veteran  owner,  and  used  to  hang  above  the  parlour  fire-place 
along  with  his  own  sword.  His  daughter,  to  whom  we  owe  these  particulars,  described 
the  ancient  weapon  "  as  though  it  had  the  king's  arms  on  it,  done  in  gold."  It  was 
finally  lent  to  a  young  friend,  to  add  to  his  other  decorations,  preparatory  to  his  figuring 
in  one  of  the  processions  during  the  visit  of  George  IV.  to  Edinburgh  in  1822,  and  was 
lost  through  the  carelessness  of  the  borrower.  This  very  curious  relic  of  antiquity  has 
been  supposed,  with  considerable  appearance  of  probability,  to  have  formed  one  of  the 
weapons  of  the  murderers  of  Rizzio,  who  are  known  to  have  escaped  through  this  part  of 
the  royal  gardens.*  This  curious  and  exceedingly  picturesque  lodge  of  the  ancient  Palace 
is  well  worthy  of  preservation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  meet  with  due  care  in  any  pro- 
jected improvements  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Holyrood  House.  The  tradition  of  its 
having  been  used  as  a  bath  by  the  Scottish  Queen  is  of  old  standing.     Pennant  tells  us 


'  Yidi  Burton'i  Life  of  Hume,  vol.  i.  p.  420,  where  it  ia  ihown  that  Dr  Robertaon  waa  not  then  prinoipil,  nor  Or 
Ferguaon,  proteaaor;  though  thia  ia  of  little  account,  if  they  lived  at  the  time  in  friendahip  with  Home,  Among  the 
company  at  the  Abbey  were  Lord  Elibaok,  Lord  Hilton,  Lord  Kamea,  and  Lord  Honboddo. 

'  Ante,  p.  103.  '  Archnol.  Scot.,  vol.  i.  p.  SOS. 

*  Ante  p,  76.  We  have  made  thia  curioua  discovery  the  aubject  of  careful  investigation,  and  feel  aeaured  that  no 
one  who  makea  the  aame  inquiriea  at  the  respectable  proprietora  of  the  houee  will  entertain  any  doubt  on  the  subject. 
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■eriouily  thai  Hary  is  reported  to  have  uied  a  bath  of  white  wine  to  exalt  her  oharmi,  a 
omtom,  he  adds,  strange,  but  not  without  precedent'  Other  no  less  efBoaoious  means 
have  been  assigned  as  the  expedients  resorted  to  by  Queen  Mary  for  shielding  her  beauty 
against  the  assaults  of  time,  but  the  existence  of  a  very  fine  spring  of  water  immediately 
underneath  the  earthen  floor  might  reasonably  suggest  her  use  of  the  pure  and  limpid 
element 

Beyond  this  lies  the  district  of  Abbey  Hill,  an  old-fashioned  suburb  that  has  risen 
up  around  the  outskirts  of  the  Palace,  and  includes  one  or  two  ancient  fabrics  that  have 
probably  formed  the  residence  of  the  courtiers  of  Holyrood  in  days  of  yore.  Here  is  a 
narrow  lane  leading  into  St  Anne's  Park,  which  bears  the  curious  Gaelic  title  of  Crqft- 
an-righ,  or  the  King's  Field ;  a  name  that  fhrnishes  very  intelligible  evidence  of  its 
former  endosare  within  the  royal  demesnes.  One  ancient  tenement  near  the  Palace  has 
the  angles  of  its  southern  gable  flanked  vith  large  round  turrets,  in  the  Ctstellated  style 
of  James  VI.'s  reign,  while  the  north  ftont  is  ornamented  with  dormer  windows.  This 
antique  fabric  answers  generally  to  the  description  of  the  mansion  purchased  by  William 
Graham,  Earl  of  Airlh,  from  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow,  at  the  instigatiou  of  his  noe/ull  wyae 
wyje.  It  is  described  by  him  as  the  house  at  the  back  of  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood  House, 
which  sometime  belonged  to  the  Lord  Elphinstone ;  and  though,  he  adds,  "  within  two 
years  after,  or  thereby,  that  house  took  fyre  accedintallie,  and  wee  totallie  burned,  as  it 
standeth  now,  like  everie  thing  that  the  unhappie  woman,  my  wyfe,  lade  hir  hand  to,"  ' 
many  of  our  old  Scottish  houses  have  survived  such  conflagrations,  and  still  remain  in 
good  condition. 

■  FtnnaDt'i  Tour,  vol.  L  p.  71.  '  Minor  AntiquttiM,  p.  871. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
ST  LEONARD'S,  ST  AtARY'S  WYND,  AND  THE  COWGATE. 


n^HE  date  of  erection  of  tlie  first  liouses  in  the  ancient  thoroughfare  of  the  CWgate 
-'-  may  be  referred,  without  hesitation,  to  the  reign  of  Jamca  III.,  when  the  example 
of  the  King,  who,  as  Drnmmond  relates,  "  was  much  given  to  buildings,  and  trimming 
up  of  chappels,  halls,  and  gardens,"  was  likely  to  encourage  his  courtiers  in  roaring 
elegant  and  costly  mansions  ;  and  when,  at  the  same  time,  the  frequent  assembling  of 
the  Parliament  and  the  presence  of  the  Court  at  Edinburgh,  were  calculated  to  drive  them 
beyond  the  recently-built  walls  of  the  capital.  Evidence,  indeed,  derived  from  some  early 
charters,  seems  to  prove  the  existence  of  buildings  beyond  the  range  of  the  first  wall, 
prior  to  its  erection,  but  these  were  at  most  one  or  two  isolated  and  rural  dwellings,  and 
cannot  be  considered  as  having  formed  any  part  of  the  street. 

The  whole  southern  slope  of  the  Old  Town,  on  which  the  steep  closes  extending 
between  the  High  Street  and  the  Cowgate  have  since  been  reared,  must  then  have  formed 
a  rough  and  unencumbered  bank,  surmounted  by  the  massive  wall  and  towers  erected  by 
virtue  of  the  charter  of  Jumus  II.  in  1450,  and  skirted  at  its  base  by  the  open  roadway 
that  led  from  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood  to  the  more  ancient  Church  of  St  Cuthbert,  below 
the  Castle  rock.  It  requires,  indeed,  a  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  conceive  this  crowded 
steep,  which  has  rung  for  centuries  with  the  busy  sounds  of  life  and  industry,  a  rugged 
slope,  unoccupied  save  by  brushwood  and  flowering  shrubs ;  yet  the  change  effected  on  it 
in  the  fifteenth  century  was  only  such  another  extension  as  many  living  can  remember  to 
have  witnessed  on  a  greater  scale  over  the  downs  and  cultivated  fields  now  occupied  by 

ViONtTTt — Ancient  Doorway,  fuot  of  IIorH  Wynd,  Cowgite, 
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the  modern  town.  To  the  lame  per'  i  mny  be  roforrml,  witli  much  prubabilitj,  the  ereo> 
tion  of  houMi  along  the  annient  roadway  from  Leith  tliat  ikirtcd  the  coat  wall  of  the 
town  t  And  probably  nUo  tho  ft)unding  of  the  nunnery  from  whence  the  touthem  portion 
of  it  derived  its  name,  although  Chalmori,  Kocniingly  on  innulHolent  evidence,  aui^ni  the 
origin  of  tho  latter  to  "  tho  uncertain  piety  of  the  twelfth  century." '  Bpottiiwoode 
remarki,  <*  in  the  chartiilariei  of  bt  (ililci'i,  the  Nuni  of  Ht  Mary'ii  Wyud  in  tho  City  of 
Edinburgh  are  recorded.  Tho  chapel  and  convent  itood  near  to  tho  walli  of  the  garden 
belonging  at  preaent  to  tho  Harquia  of  Tweeddalo,  and  from  ita  being  conaecrated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  the  atreet  took  ita  name  which  it  atill  retaina."*  Acurioiia  alluaion  to  thia 
chapel  occura  in  the  atatutea  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  enacted  during  the  dreadAil 
▼iaitation  of  the  plague  in  1630,  where  Marione  Clerk  ia  convicted  by  an  aaaise  of  con- 
cealing her  infection,  and  of  having  "  paat  amangia  the  nyohtbouria  of  thia  toune  to  the 
ohapell  of  Sanct  Mary  Wynd  on  Sonday  to  the  meaa,  and  to  hir  aiateria  houae  and  vther 
placia,"  the  peatilence  being  upon  her,  and  thereby,  aa  the  atatute  aaya,  doing  all  that  waa 
in  her  to  have  infected  the  whole  town.  The  unhappy  woman,  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
going  to  church  during  tier  illneaa,  ia  condemned  to  be  drowned  in  the  Quarell  holea,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  cruel  and  barbaroua  aentence  waa  carried  into  execution.* 
The  aalary  of  the  chaplain  of  St  Mary 'a  Nunnery  waa,  in  1400,  only  aixteeu  ahilliuga  and 
eightpence  aterling  yearly ;  and  ita  whole  revenuea  were  probably  never  large,  the  moat  of 
them  having  appareutiv  been  derived  from  voluntary  contributiona.*  The  aite  of  tliia 
ancient  religioua  foundation  waa  on  the  west  aide  of  the  wynd,  where  it  contracta  in 
breadth,  a  few  yorda  below  the  Nether  Bow.  Of  ita  origin  or  foundera  nothing  fUrther  ia 
known,  but  it  waa  moat  probaltly  dismantled  and  ruined  in  tho  Douglaa  wara,  when  the 
houaea  in  St  Mary'a  and  Leith  Wynda  were  unroofed  and  converted  into  defenaive  barriers 
by  the  beleaguered  citizens.' 


>  CultdonU,  Tol.  U.  p.  7«I.  *  SpotUiwooda'i  Rtligloiu  Houm,  17<8,  p.  38S. 

'  Aota  Mil  SUtut«i  a(  tba  Burgh  of  EiUuburgh ;  Halt  Mtu.  tuI,  ii.  p.  IIS.  ThU  procaadiog  i*  by  no  meu*  k 
■olitai;  otw.  Tba  fultuwlDr,  wbich  b  u(  data  Augiut  2,  IfiSO,  U  ranJend  mora  nutloaabla  by  tba  raaaona  (or  mtrtj)  that 
follow  :— "Tha  qubilk  day  (oraamakla  aa  It  wea  perfytlla  Yndarataiid  and  kend  that  Dauid  Duly,  tailyour,  baa  haldin  hia 
wit  aayk  in  tba  contagiua  aeiknaa  of  pcitiUna  ij  duyia  in  hia  buuaa,  and  wald  nookt  ravele  the  lamjn  to  the  offloiaHa  of 
the  touna  qublll  aobu  wea  deld  In  tha  aaid  leikiiei.  And  in  tha  meyn  tyme  the  laid  Dauld  paat  to  Sanot  Oelia  Kirk 
quhilk  waa  Sonday,  and  thalr  aaid  meaa  anungia  the  oleyne  pepill,  hia  wif  beand  m  txtrtmii  in  tba  aaid  aeiknra,  doand  quhat 
waa  in  him  till  bait  infekkit  all  the  toune.  Fur  the  quhilk  oauaia  be  waa  adiugit  to  be  hangit  on  ana  gabat  bafor  hia  awin 
durr,  and  that  wea  gevin  for  dome." 

The  following  notioa  of  aama  data  proTea  tha  execution  of  thia  atranga  aantanoa  on  tha  unfortunate  widower,  though 
he  happily  aurvived  the  effecta : — "  The  quhilk  day  ffuriaraekle  aa  Dauid  Duly  waa  decemit  thia  day,  bafor  none,  for  hi* 
demerltia  to  be  hangit  on  ana  gebbat  befor  bia  dure  qubar  be  duellia,  noobtwitiutanding  tecaiue  iK  tke  will  of  God  JU  htt 
uekttpil,  and  tit  nip  6rmh'«,  and  falliit  \>j  Ike  i/ibbal,  and  it  an*  pun  man  with  malt  iariiu,  and  for  ptU  of  Aim,  tha 
proueat,  balliea,  and  oounaall,  bannaaia  tba  aaid  Dauld  thia  toune  fur  all  the  daia  of  bia  lyf,  aud  nucbt  to  cum  tharintill 
in  the  meyn  tyue  vnder  the  pain  of  deld." — Ibid,  pp.  107, 108.  *  Arnot,  p.  347. 

'  The  following  ia  the  reference  to  the  obapal  in  tba  titlea  of  the  property  occupying  ita  aite : — "  AJI  and  hail  theae 
two  old  tenemeuta  of  land  lying  together  on  the  w«t  tide  of  St  Hary'a  Wynd,  near  the  head  of  the  aan>c ;  the  one  on 
the  Bonth  of  old  pertaining  to  Robert  and  Apdrew  Harta,  and  the  other  on  the  north  called  t'renten'e  Land ;  and  that 
laigh  dwelling-bouie,  entering  (rum  3t  Hary'a  Wynd,  on  the  weat  aide  tbairof,  in  the  nouth  part  of  the  tenement,  of  old 
called  St  Hary'a  Chapel."  In  tba  InnttOarium  JocaliuM  Altarit  MonaiUrii  SancU  Crwit,  1493  (Baan.  Hiao.  toL  ii.  p.  34), 
there  ia  mentioned  "  ma  reliquia  argentea  pro  altari  Sancte  Katarine  cum  oaaa  eiuadem,  quamtecit  dominua  lohannaa  Crun- 
lanne,  quondam  Vicariua  de  Vre."  [Aberdeanahire.]  It  ia  poaaible  tbia  may  hare  been  the  chaplain  of  the  nunnery  from 
whence  the  neighbouring  tenement  derived  ita  name,  Beaidea  Alteragea  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  there  were  in  Edin- 
burgh and  ita  oeigbbourhood  the  Abbey  Church  of  llolyrood,  founded  in  honour  of  the  Holy  Croaa,  the  Bleaaed  Virgin, 
and  all  aainta ;  Trinity  Cullega  Church,  in  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  ever  bleaaed  and  gloriuua  Virgin  Hary,  Ac. ; 
the  large  Collegiate  Church  of  St  Mary  in  the  Field) ;  St  Mary's  Clin|iel  and  Nunnery  in  St  Hary'a  Wynd ;  St  Mary'a 
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Th«  tenetneat  directlj  oppoaito  to  the  lite  of  Ht  Mary'i  Chapol,  and  formiDg  the  louth 
■ide  of  the  alley  leading  into  Boyd'i  Clou,  U  curioui,  an  having  loen  the  ro*idi>no«  of 
Jamei  Norrie,  painter,  the  celebrated  decorator  daring  the  earlier  part  of  laat  century, 
to  whom  we  have  already  frequently  referred.  His  workihnpi  lay  immediately  behind,  and 
adjoining  to  the  coaoh-houio  of  liiird  Milton,  a*  apiwari  f^om  the  titlei  of  the  property. 
Both  of  them  were  afterwards  converted  into  stabling  for  Ikiyd's  celebrated  White  Horse 
Inn.  This  street  then  formed  the  approach  to  the  town  by  one  of  the  great  roads  fVom 
the  south  of  Scotland ;  and  hero,  accordingly,  were  several  of  the  principal  inns.  At  the 
foot  of  the  wynd  was  Mr  Peter  Itamsay's  famed  establishment,  from  which  he  retired  with 
an  ample  fortune,  and  withdrew  to  his  estate  uf  liarnton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh, 
■till  possessed  by  his  descendants.  A  largo  and  handsome  edifice,  with  considerable  pro- 
tensions  to  architectural  ornament,  near  the  foot  of  the  I'leosance,  was  the  Black  Bull  Inn, 
another  of  these  commodious  and  fashionable  establishments,  which  the  erection  of  the 
North  and  South  Bridges  ruined,  by  diverting  the  current  of  visitors  to  the  capital  into  a 
new  channel. 

Nicoll  reports,  in  1050,  that  "  the  toun  demolished  the  haill  houssis  in  St  Marie  Wynd, 
that  the  enymie  sould  half  no  schelter  thair,  hot  that  thai  roycht  haif  frio  pas  to  thair  can- 
noun,  quhilk  thai  haid  montit  upone  the  Neddir  Bow."'  Tlie  earliest  date  now  observable 
is  that  of  1080,  cut  over  the  doorway  of  a  house  about  the  middle  of  the  wynd,  on  the 
east  side,  but  one  or  two  other  tenements  present  features  of  an  earlier  character.  At 
the  foot  of  the  wynd  was  situated  the  Cowgate  Port,  ono  of  the  city  gates,  constructed 
with  the  extended  wall  in  1013;  and,  at  a  later  period,  another  was  erected  across  the 
wynd  at  its  junction  with  the  Pleasance,  which  was  known  as  St  Mary's  or  the 
Pleasance  Port  Tliis  was  the  frequent  scene  of  exposure  of  the  dismembered  limbs 
of  political  offenders,  as  in  the  case  of  Garnock  and  other  Covenanters,  whoso  heads 
were  ordered  "  to  be  struck  off,  and  sot  up  ui)on  pricks  upon  the  Pleasance  Port  of 
Edinburgh."*  The  old  Port  was  demolished  on  the  approach  of  the  rebels  in 
1715,  fVom  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  it  in  case  of  assault;*  but  jwrt  of  tho  wall 
remained,  surmounted  by  one  of  the  iron  spikes,  until  it  was  demolished  in  1837  to 
make  way  for  tho  n''rv  Heriot's  School.  This  ancient  thoroughfare  is  commended  in 
Ferguson's  address  to  Auld  Reekie,  as  th"  unfailing  resort  of  threadbare  poets  and 
the  like  patrons  of  the  Edinburgh  ..g-fair.  It  still  continues  to  bo  the  mart  for  such 
miscellaneous  merchandise,  flaunting  in  the  motley  colours  of  cast-off  finery,  and 
presided  over  by 

"  St  Mary,  kroker'i  guardian  uunt"' 

Beyond  St  Mary's  Port,  lay  the  Nunnery  dedicated  to  Sancta  Maria  do  Placentia.  It 
stood  about  sixty  yards  from  the  south-east  angle  of  the  city  wall,  not  far  from  the  foot 
of  Roxburgh  Street ;  but  of  this  ancient  religious  foundation  little  more  is  known  than  the 

Cliapcl,  Niddrj'a  Wjnd  ;  the  Virgin  Hary'a  Chapel,  Portaburgh  ;  tha  HoaplUl  of  Our  Ladjr,  Laith  Wjnd ;  the  Cbapal 
and  ConTant  of  8t  Mary  da  Plaoantia  in  tlie  Pieaaanca ;  tlie  graat  Cliurch  at  Laith,  o(  old  atjlad  8t  Mary'a  Cbapal ;  and 
tha  Collegiate  Church  of  Keatalrig,  the  aeal  of  which — now  of  very  rare  occurrence— beara  the  figure  of  the  Virgin  and 
Child,  under  a  Outbio  canopy. 

■  NicoU'a  Diary,  p.  24.    '  Fountainball'a  Deciaiona,  vol.  i.  p.  ISO.     *  Kaith'a  Hiat.  Spottlawoode  Soo.,  toI.  ii.  p.  610. 

*  The  eaat  aide  of  thia  narrow  wynd  baa  now  been  entirely  remoYod,  ami  a  apacioua  atreet  aubatituted,  named  8t 
Hary'a  Street. 
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ntnw.'  Thi*  diitrict  ■nriently  formed  k  part  of  the  town  of  St  lieonardi,  u  it  ii 
■tjrIeU  in  the  charter  of  Charlee  I.  cunflmiing  the  auperioritjr  (if  it  to  the  magiatratee 
of  Kdinburgh  1  nd  the  oanie  of  I'leaaanuo,  that  earljr  auperaeded  ita  quaint  title  of* 
Dearenough,  an  1  lijr  which  the  main  thoroughfare  of  thi«  ancient  village  ii  itill  known, 
preiervea  a  military  memorial  of  iti  long  extinct  convent.  Some  lingularly  primitive 
•rectiona,  which  remain  on  the  eut  aide  of  the  atrect,  undoubtedly  belong,  at  th« 
lateit,  to  the  early  {wrt  of  the  lixtecnth  century.  A  plain  but  very  lubitantial  inb- 
•truoture  of  itone  ii  lurmounted  by  a  timber  ■uperatructure  mainly  conaiftting  of  a 
long  tloping  roof,  pierced  with  irregular  windowi  and  loopholea  wherever  convenience 
haa  luggeated  an  opening ;  while  the  whole  plan  of  domeatio  architecture  ia  evidently 
the  reiult  of  a  ttate  of  aociety  when  it  waa  no  unuaual  occurrence  for  the  villager  to 
oarry  off  hia  straw  roof  along  with  him,  and  leave  the  enemy  to  work  their  will  on  the 
deserted  walli.' 

St  John's  Hill  and  the  village  of  Pleaaance  form  a  portion  of  the  long  ridge  which 
•kirts  the  valley  at  the  baae  of  Salisbury  Crags.  The  whole  of  this  ground  appeara  to 
have  been  ecclesiastical  property  in  early  times,  and  appropriated  to  various  religious 
foundations,  all  of  which  were  subject  to  the  canons  of  Holyrood.'  St  Leonardo  Lone 
bounded  it  on  the  south,  separating  it  on  that  side  from  the  Borough  Muir.  At  the 
Junction  of  these  lands  there  stood,  in  ancient  times,  a  cross,  which  is  understood  to  have 
been  erected  in  memory  of  one  Umfraville,  a  person  of  dintinction,  who  waa  slain  on  the 
spot  in  some  forgotten  contest*  Tlie  shaft  of  the  cross  luul  long  disappeared,  having 
probably  been  destroyed  at  the  Reformation ;  but  the  base,  n  large  square  plinth,  with  a 
hollow  socket  in  which  it  had  stood,  waa  only  removed  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
century.  On  an  eminence  at  the  end  of  the  lane  stood  the  chapel  and  hospital  of  St 
Leonard,  but  not  a  fragment  of  either  is  now  left,  though  the  font  and  holy  water  stoup 
remained  in  Mnitland's  time,  and  the  enclosed  ground  was  then  set  apart  as  a  cemetery 
for  self-murderers.  Tlie  hospital  was  one  of  those  erected  for  the  reception  of  strangers, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  and  inflrni,  and  near  to  it  there  was  another  on  the  rood 
betwixt  Edinburgh  and  Dalkpith,  founded  by  Robert  Ballantyne,  Abbot  of  Holyrood, 
for  seven  {K)or  people.  Of  these  hospitals,  which  were  governed  by  a  superior  who  bore 
the  title  of  MayUter,  Spottiswoode  enumerates  twenty-eight  in  Scotland  at  the  period  of 
the  Reformation.'  St  liconard's  Chapel  was  the  scene  of  a  traitorous  meeting  of  the 
Douglases,  held   on   the  2d   of  February  1528,  lo   concert  the  assassination  of  their 


'  MkitUnd,  p.  I7<.  PiwMnn,  or  PUoentia,  is  now  tb*  moodcI  tuwn  io  the  Duchy  ot  Paroik.  The  Chnnih  of  B, 
Hari*  dl  Cun|wgu>,  b«longt  to  th«  Kraiioiaoiui  Frian.  It  wu  niada  tb«  wibjast  ol  tptoUl  privilege!  by  Fupe  Urban  II,, 
owing  to  hii  mother  being  buried  there. 

*  A  relio  of  a  remoter  era,  a  copper  coin  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Veapaainn,  waa  found  in  a  garden  In  the  Pleaaance, 
and  preaented  to  the  Society  of  Antii|uariea  in  1782.— Account  of  the  Society,  p.  73. 

*  The  fuliowing  names  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh  occur  in  the  Stent  Rolls  of  Holyrood,  1878- 
leSO :— "  The  Kirkland  of  Mbertoun,  the  landia  callit  Fleaaance  and  Deiranewch,  the  aikeris  calllt  Biedmannis  Croft  of 
Banct  Leonardis  gait,  the  landis  of  Bonyngtoun,  the  landia  of  Pllrig  aud  oommoun  mvir,  the  landls  of  Wareiatoun,  the 
landia  of  Brucbtoun,  the  landis  of  Coittis,  the  landia  ot  Saucbtonhnll  aud  Sauchton,"  Ac— Liber  Cartarum,  p.  ozvii. 

*  Uaitlaod,  p.  279,  UmfraTille  was  the  name  uf  an  old  border  family  of  note,  whose  Castle  of  Harbottle,  in  th« 
middle  marches,  passed  by  marriage  into  the  Talboia  family.  Margaret,  daughter  and  oo-beiress  of  Sir  Thoniaa  Umfraville, 
knight  of  Harbottle,  is  mentioned  by  Wood  as  married,  about  1430,  to  Sir  John  CunaUbIa  of  Halabam,  anceator  of  the 
ViMounta  Dunbar. 

*  Spottiawoode's  Religioua  Houses,  p.  201. 
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■ovareiirn,  Jamoi  V.'  They  w«r«  to  •ntar  tha  |wIm«  bjr  %  window  at  th«  hitiMi  of  th« 
KiDfc'i  tied,  which  w*a  iminltd  out  hy  Hir  Jkinct  lUmilton,  on«  of  thair  accoiniiUMi,  who 
*nM<l  to  Im  the  KIiik'*  hAdfelluw,  M'<*ordiDK  to  the  homxljr  fk«hion  of  the  timet.  Th« 
energetic  mcMuree  whiith  were  iwiopted  on  the  diicnrery  of  thle  plot  greatly  tended  to 
•eoure  the  peace  and  good  government  of  the  capital. 

At  tha  foot  of  the  t'leaaanca  waa  tha  (^owgate  Port,  one  of  the  principal  gitea  of  tha 
oity,  which  afliirdod  ucoeaa  to  the  ancient  itroet  ttom  whence  it  derived  it*  name.  Alei- 
nnder  Aleeie,  a  canon  ot  Ht  Andrew'i,  who  left  Scotland  in  Ift3'.'  to  eecape  the  iwreecution 
to  which  ho  waa  expoaed  in  conaequenoe  of  adopting  the  principlea  of  the  early  Ileformera, 
deaoribea  the  ('owgate  thua  t — "  InHnitl  viculi,  qui  omnea  excelaia  aunt  ornati  aKiibua,  liout 
•t  Via  Vaccarum  t  in  qua  habitant  pttricii  et  aenatorea  urbia,  at  iu  qua  aunt  priucipum 
regnl  palatia,  ubi  nihil  eat  humile  aut  ruiticum,  acd  omnia  magnlAca."  Mean  and 
degraded  aa  thia  ancient  thoroughfare  now  i*,  there  are  nut  wanting  tracea  of  thoae  palmy 
dayi  when  ihe  uobloa  and  aenatora  of  the  capital  had  there  their  |«lacea,  whnae  magni< 
ficeuco  excited  the  ailmiratiou  of  atrangera,  though  now  itt  name  liai  ainioat  paaaed  into  a 
byeword.  A  little  to  the  weatwitrd,  Iwyond  a  alight  but  piuturu»<{ue  old  fkbrio  which 
forma  the  north  aide  of  the  Cowgata  I'ort,  the  large  old  gateway  remain*  which  gave 
Booe«*  to  the  extenaive  ploaauro  ground*  attached  to  the  Marquia  of  Tweeddalo'*  retidence. 
In  Edgar'a  map,  thia  garden  ground  appear*  riting  in  a  tucce«*ion  of  terrace*  toward*  the 
noblo  reaidonce,  and  thickly  planted  in  part*  with  tree*  i  nevertheleaa,  the  whole  area 
had  been  oov-red  at  an  earlier  period  with  the  crowded  dwelliDg*  of  the  ancient  capital,  aa 
appeara  from  (tordon'i  view  of  1647 1  and  now  the  noble  garden*  are  anew  giving  place 
to  rude  maaonry.  The  Cowgate  Chapel  oocupie*  one  large  portion,  and  manufactorioa, 
with  meaner  buildinga,  hem  it  in  on  nearly  every  aide.  Toward*  the  we*t,  at  the  foot  of 
Gray'*  Cloce,  i*  Elphinitono'a  Court,  already  deacribed,  and  b«yond  it  the  Mint  Court 
atill  itaud*,  with  it*  aombre  and  maaaivo  turret  of  poliahed  a*hlar  work  protruding  into 
the  narrow  thoroughfare  of  the  Cowgate. 

The  venerable  quodrnugle  of  the  Sootti*li  Mint  ia  formed  by  an  irregular  aasvmblage  of 
buildinga  of  vartou*  age*  and  atylo*,  yet  mott  of  them  still  retaining  aome  truce*  of  the 
important  oiwration*  once  carried  on  within  their  wall*.  The  Mint  Ilouie  was  on  the  we*t 
aide  of  the  Abl>ey  Close  at  Holyrood  Palace,  in  the  earlier  (wrt  of  Queen  Mary'*  reign, 
as  appears  from  evidence  previously  quoted.  From  thence  it  was  removed  for  greater 
*afety  to  the  new  Mint  House,  erected  in  the  Castle  in  ISAO;'  and  although,  during  the 
troubled  period  that  followed  soon  after,  the  chief  coining  operations  were  carried  on  aC 
Dalkeith  and  elsewhere.  Sir  William  Kirkaldy  still  made  use  of  "  the  cunzie  hous  in  the 
Castle  of  Edinburgh,  quilk  cunzet  the  iiuld  cunzie  of  the  Queen."*  No  other  Mint  House 
was  permanently  cHtublished  in  Edinburgh  until  the  almost  total  destruction  of  the  build- 
ings in  the  Castle  during  the  memorable  siege  of  1672.  The  date  over  the  main  entrance 
to  the  most  ancient  portion  of  buildings  in  the  Cowgate,  at  the  foot  of  Toddrick'a  Wynd, 


>  Crdtdoni*,  Tol.  U,  p.  618. 

*  In  the  Trtuurare' MoounU,  tha  following  tiAtj  oooun  :  Psbriury  1BS2-3:— "Item,  klluwit  to  tb*  Comptkr,  b* 
pajrinent  maid  b«  Jiihna  Achnoun,  Malitar  Cwnnaour,  to  MaUtar  William  M'Dowgala,  Maiitar  ot  Werk,  (ur  expanaii 
mail)  b«  him  vpon  the  bigi(ing  of  tha  C'\''n»-boiiii,  within  tb*  Cuatall  of  Edinburgh,  and  bating  of  tht  Cwnza-huui  within 
tha  Palaca  of  Haliariiilbuuie,  fra  tha  il  day  of  Fabruar  ISSt  iwU,  to  the  iX  of  April  IS60,  tiW,  4a.  Id," 

*  Uiurual  of  Ocourranta,  p.  3V1, 
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U  1A74,  ihnwinf  tbtt  Ihtir  trtvtion  tni)k  piM*  klmoat  immedialily  kfttr  Iha  dcmolitinii  of 
tha  ('MtU. 

Ttila  ramnant  of  one  of  tha  tnnit  iin|M)rUnt  (}ovFriiin«nt  Ollir<<i  i>f  Montland  at  that 
aarly  data  ia  a  curiona  sample  of  tha  haavjr  and  partially  raatallatad  cdiArra  of  tha  p4>ri»d.  « 
Tha  whola  buildlnK  waa  pniliabljr  intaridrd,  whan  complat«d,  to  form  a  quadrangla 
anrroundcd  on  avarjr  aida  by  tha  aarne  iiibitantial  walla,  well  lultetl  for  defanca  againat 
My  ordinary  aaaault  1  whila  ita  Imlli  were  liKht<>d  fVom  the  enrioard  court.  The  amall 
windowa  in  thia  |«rt  of  the  buililluK  remain  in  tlieir  orlKinnl  itata,  being  dividi*d  by  an  oakan 
tranaom,  and  the  under  part  oloaed  with  a  |Niir  of  folding  ahuttera.  Tlic  miiative  aahlar 
walla  are  relieved  by  ornaniuntnl  atring  couram,  and  aurmounted  with  crow  ituiw  of  tha 
earlieat  form,  and  of  elegant  proportiona.  Tha  original  entrance,  which  ia  on  the  waat 
aide  of  the  projecting  turret,  haa  long  bei-n  cloaed  up,  and  ita  till  ia  now  aunk  conaider- 
ably  lielow  the  level  of  the  |«ving  owing  to  the  gradual  riaing  of  the  atroet,  ao 
common  in  earlier  timea,  and  of  which  we  Nhnll  horoaner  refer  to  much  more  turpriaing 
proofii.  It  Iwara  on  ita  lintel  the  following  legend  neatly  cut  in  Itoman  rharactara  t  — 
BE  ■  MBitt'lKVL  •  TO  ■  MK  ■  O  •  OOD  •  1474,  above  which  it  an  ornamenUl  niche,  not 
unlikely  to  have  contained  a  butt  of  King  Jamet.  The  tntvrnni  marki  of  former  magnU 
ficcnce  are  atill  more  intorctting  than  theto  external  onot,  nntwithttunding  the  humble 
UNut  to  which  the  building*  have  latterly  bt>en  applied  ;  in  particular,  tome  |M)rtion»  of  a 
vary  fine  oak  ceiling  atill  remain,  wrought  in  Uothic  iwuiieling,  and  retaining  tracea  of 
the  heraldic  blazonry  with  which  it  waa  originally  adorned.  Two  large  and  Imndtome 
window*  aliove  the  archway  leading  to  Toddrick'*  Wynd,'  give  light  to  thia  once  magnifl- 
cent  hall,  which  ia  tnid  to  have  formed  the  council-room  where  the  otHccrt  of  the  Mint 
aaaembled  to  aitay  the  metal,  nnd  to  ditcua*  the  general  nffaira  of  the  ettabliahment. 
Here  waa  the  tcene  of  the  tplcndid  banquet  given  "  nt  the  rci|ueitt  of  the  Kingia 
Mi\jettio  and  for  honour  of  the  toun,"  to  the  Danith  noblua  and  unibnttodora,  who  came 
over  in  the  train  of  Anne,  Cjueen  of  Jumca  VI.,  in  lAVO.  Tlie  King  write*,  while 
nbtunt  on  hit  niutrimoniul  ox[)edition,  to  Mir  Alexander  Iiindtay,  whom  he  toon  after 
created  I»rd  Hpynio : — "  From  the  t'aatull  of  L'roncburgh,  (piliairo  we  are  drinking  and 
dryuing  our  in  the  auld  mancr,"  nnJ  the  entertainment  of  hia  gucata  on  hit  return 
appeart  to  have  thown  no  with  for  a  change  of  fa*hion  in  thia  ret|iect.  The  banquet 
waa  furniahcd  on  Huuday  evening,  in  the  great  hall  at  the  foot  of  Toddrick't  Wynd, 
which  waa  hung  with  tnpcttry,  and  decorated  with  flower*  for  the  occaMion ;  and  the 
wine  and  uloYorm  the  chief  ituint  in  the  provitiun  ordered  by  the  council  for  the  noble 
■trangcrB.* 

In  the  introductory  hixtoricnl  Mketch  Romo  extracta  are  given  from  the  very  curiona 

■  A*  Ixfun  nwntluntil  (•nU,  p,  248),  MTural  inUrntlng  huutM,  rtdrrnl  to  hcr>  »nil  un  lubtcqutnl  \*t**,  btv* 
bMO  taken  down  to  n»k«  way  (or  City  liuproTauitnta. 

*  lilt  May  IStO.  "  The  i|iibllk  (lay,  John  Arnott,  Proraat,  llmry  Cbartarii,  to.,  baing  oiinTaiiit  in  tha  ooiinaall  kl 
tha  rti|Utiat  ol  tha  Kingia  Majaatia,  awl  (or  honour  o(  tha  Toun  ;  It  waa  thocht  and  agrait  to  inak  ana  hnnourabill 
bMikat  to  tha  l)anoa  Inibaaaailuun,  and  tha  (aiuoiia  paraouna  o(  thair  coin|)aiiy,  quba  arryvat  (urth  of  Danmark  with 
tba  King  and  (juaynia  Majaatiai,  and  thia  iipoun  tha  Ti.wnia  ohargaa  and  axiwnala,  to  lia  uiaid  in  Thomaa  Altobiaoun'a, 
Maatar  o(  tba  Ciinyia  buua  lugeing  at  Todrik'a  Wynd  (ut«,  upon  Hunday  at  avin  next  to  cum  ;  and  for  tha  making  of 
tha  praparatioun  and  furnauing  thairto,  haa  aat  doun  and  daryaat  tba  ortlour  following ;  (a  wit,  that  tha  Thaaaurcr  cana 
bya  and  lay  in  (our  piinihaona  wyna ;  John  Borthuik,  baxtar,  to  gat  four  bunnia  of  twir,  with  four  gang  of  aill,  and  to 
(urnaia  braid  ;  Hanry  L'hartaria  and  Rogar  Mnonaoht  to  caua  hing  tha  bona  with  tapralria,  wt  tha  Imlnia,  (urinia, 
ehandlaria  and  get  Sowraa,  to,"—  I'W*,  p.  88. 
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pn«m  Itjr  John  llvnl,  wrtllun  on  th«  ooi'Mkon  of  gtiaon  Anno'*  nrrivnt,  nml  •nlilUdi 
"  Tha  l)»M*ri|ill'>n  nf  tK«  QvmhU  Mi»i»ativ*  mnlat  honniirnhln  «nlry  into  th«  Invn  of 
Kilinkvrih."  Tho  hialory  nf  ih«  •iilkor  la  unknown,  hnl  wn  hMv*  foiimt  •nmiif  (k« 
litl«->i««<l«  of  |Nirt  of  III*  old  |iro|iart7  •!  th«  f>Mil  of  Tp<l<lrtili'a  Wymi,  •  ilU|Hi«lllon  of  n 
houM  by  "  John  Hurrall,  K<>l<i«ini(h,  jrnna  of  th«  \n\nUti  In  hU  Mi^«tl«'«  cuniU  hooa," 
lUtml  Itl'-iM,  »iii|  whiiih,  wImu  tnkrn  In  ronnrn'tion  with  Iho  profkia*  miiI  vary  t\\tr\\m- 
aUnll*!  niinntanaaa  with  whti-h  tha  |NNit  liwvlla  on  tha  jawajlary  that  wm  illapUyml  on 
thni  uocmIoo,  Manu  to  nlfonl  i^immI  |irttaum|>tlT«  avUlanoa  of  ihla  tialng  tha  Mma  |iaraon. 
Afkar  ilavotinK  nian  atnniaa  to  aufh  iirofuaaionnl  ilalaiii,  ha  auma  up  tha  invautory  hy 
(l««lMlngi  — 

All  |»fMliw  •IhIim  ntUhk  Itintr  Im  mm«, 

l^okllk  in  Ik*  wiirkl  b*>l  ouy  ii*Ht*, 
!(•«•  Ihitl  'pikllk  l'U<i|Mtr*  (Jii  >*•<• 

1)M  ••allaw  ur*  tnlu  kir  wiau ! 

The  po«t  prooMtU  thfrrftfirr  to  <h<irrllM>,  with  ciiiikl  ii«at,  tha  i\M»n  chnini  and  oth«r 
ornnmcnta  niiwla  of  tha  prvcioua  nii<tHl«,  nml  roni'luclca  with  it  |mtrlotln  auppiicatlon  to 
henvan  on  Ixthalfof  the  k'xxI  town.  Tli«  K<>hUnilth«  connvcluil  with  tho  Mint  would  iip|ioar 
to  have  iMiaaeaaed  lodKln^a  either  within  th<<  ImlldlnMr  or  in  Ita  Ininu'dinte  nvi.<;tldK)urhoml ; 
and  it  waa  no  douhtowln^  to  OeorKu  lleriot'a  pniffaaionnl  aviHntiona  tliat  he  ohtalnad  tho 
great  tenement  fornilnK  the  north  aide  of  the  Mint  Court,  which  wna  afterward*  di<vl*ed 
by  him  aa  the  numt  anitnblo  place  for  hia  Itencvolont  fnumliition.'  (loorgo  Hcrlot'*  large 
meaanage  or  tenement  waa  found  by  hIa  executora  to  li«  waate  and  rulnoua,  and  altogether 
unauitad  for  the  pur|io*ca  of  hi*  foundation.  The  building*  that  now  occupy  it*  *ite  appear 
tn  have  been  erected  exactly  a  century  later  than  the  older  |Mirtion  of  the  Mint  t'loxe.  An 
ornamental  aun-dial,  which  decornte*  the  enatcrn  wing,  U'lira  the  date  lti74  ;  and  over 
the  main  doorway  on  tho  flrNt  floor,  which  \*  npproa4hed,  in  tho  old  fnihion,  by  an  nutalde 
■tair,  the  letter*  ('.  It  II.  are  iculpturcd,  aurmounting  n  cr»wii,  with  tho  inm-riptinn  and  ' 
date,  U<)i>  lAva  thi  KtNit,  ItlTA.  Hero  waa  the  lodging  of  the  celebrated  Karl  of  Argyle 
during  hia  attendance  on  tho  Bcnttiiih  I'nrlianiont,  after  ('hat  c*  II.  had  unexpectedly 
reatored  him  to  hia  father'a  title,  aa  appear*  fVnm  a  curioua  cn«o  repirtcd  in  KountiiinhnU'a 
Deciaion*.*  The  date  i*  Novend)cr  'i'i,  KWl,  only  a  few  day*  after  tho  Kiirl  had  been 
committed  a  pri*oncr  to  Fidinburgh  Caitle,  from  whence  ho  effected  hi*  e«cn|io  under  the 
dUguiae  of  a  page,  holding  up  the  train  of  I^dy  Hophin  Lindany,  liiit  Ntep-daughter. 
Toward*  the  doac  of  Inat  century,  tho  mnnkion  on  tho  north  aide  of  the  court  wn*  tho 
reaidenceof  the  eminent  pliyaician,  l)r  C'nilen,  while  liord  Hnilc*  occupied  the  more  ancient 
lodging  on  the  aouth,  licforo  ho  removed  to  the  modern  dwelling  erected  for  hiniaelf  in 
New  Htreet.  The  weNt  aide  of  the  court  wn*  at  ono  time  the  alxHle  of  Iiord  Belhaven  ; 
and  Lord  Haining,  the  ('ounte**  of  Hinir,  Dougia*  of  Caver*,  and  other  diatinguiahcd 
tenants,  occupied  thi*  faahionablo  quarter  of  the  town  during  tho  laat  century, 

'  In  lltriot  •  will  tb«  propartjr  U  ilaicrib*!  M  "  th«i>  my  Rrmt  UntmitnU  ii(  Undii,  he.,  Ijn>n<l  on  th«  •niilh  liii*  of 
tha  King  bU  Hi(b<  Htnit  tbklrulT,  Wtwlit  th*  CIoIm  ur  W«n*ll  milit  i\mf»  ('lull  nr  Cujrni  >lui»  CIuIm,  at  tb<  tut, 
lh«  Wynd  nr  Wnsll  mllit  Todrig'i  Wjfn<l  *t  tb«  WMt,  »n<l  tht  taidl'ujint  llotu  Clou  at  Hit  toutk."—V)t  SUvtn'i  IM* 
of  Owirg*  Hariul,  App.  p.  '11. 

•  FuunUlnli*ir>  I)*oiilaiii,  vul.  i.  p.  103. 
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TIm  riMin  •nlr*niiai  nn  lb*  irat  (kwir  of  th*  wmI  aUb  U  •|ltl^>•l!b««i,  llki  IImI  mi  tM  aofllti, 

by  •  briHMl  HikIiI  i>f  iUim  •i)«-i\i|triK  inlu  Ui«  miirt.  T)i«  il<H>rw«y  U  fttmbluMi  with  •  vary 
■ubaUnlial  iri>it  kn<N<k»r,  itf  olil-fMhinntHl  |irM|H)rli<>na  aiKl  iW*i(n  i  Iml  on  tka  lowtr 
•nlrrvni'w,  uti<Uriii'*ili  Ilia  ■Uir,  thfru  ri>niiiins  »  lino  iiwciman  <>f  iIm  knoukflr'i  mora 
Mti'Unt  prvflvi'MMor,  tli«  Uw|>,  or  Tirliity  I'tn,  mi  flr«<)iMU(ly  •lluUaU  U>  la  HcwItUh  •<>Df , 
M  (b  Ik*  Mn*  old  Ullaili^ 

Tk«r>  MHi*  •  iluHt  l>i  MariMit'a  il-ior, 

Wr  m"Hf  ft  grUv'Mift  gftftn  ^ 
Ami  »jm  h«  lldxl  tl  III*  III*, 

h>il  4iw«*r  rmmU  «Ii«  ii*H4«.' 


Tho  •ncient  pruili)K«  of  Mnrtnary  whirh  |M)rUlni><l  to  IhatM 
liiiililinx*,  M  III*  ofHc«a  of  III*  Ht'iiitiiili  Mini,  i«  furioiialy  iilu*- 
tmteii  by  th*  cm*  hi  lyint  Kountninlmlt**  lti>|H>rt*  r«f*rr«<i  to 
bImiv*.  a  rotiipUint  wm  Uid  Iwfor*  Ihit  I'rivy  Counoll,  No* 
v*mb«r  ti,  I'M  I,  llmt  m  ciihiii.'t  of  lli*  K»rl  of  Aricyl*,  which 
h»<l  bottn  |Miiiii|pil  forth  of  ili«  '•  roin-hou*u  "  of  li^iliiibiirKh,  for  m 
lUlit  owliift  liy  lh«  Kurl'*  InhuI,  IuuI  Ii«i>ii  reiiui'tl  by  o|i«u  vio< 
lenc*.  In  ihu  livlwl*  Hint  follow*,  il«  full  prirll*K«*  m  "  »n 
■lylu,  ritfuK*,  nml  aniutimry,  lo  protect  ■ml  ilefaml  th<)  |i«r*on« 
of  the  lervkiit*  «niploy«tl  to  work  ilivri*  in  the  *«rvii'e  of  th* 
King  and  kiiiirilnm,"  »■  w«ll  n*  ilicir  tool*  hikI  inttrum«nta,  >r« 
Mlniltlcd,  and  the  tlniiiu  of  "  ihit  abliey,  tlio  coin-houn*,  and 
■uch  oth«r  plari'ii  im  prvtend  to  be  nHniiuari**,"  are  all  placed 
on  Ih*  aatne  ftMiting,  without  any  fluat  docinion  a*  to  thair 
riKht*. 

Tho  Archiepiitco|inl  Fnlnre,  whoitc  remain*  oorupiod  the  apace 
lietwern  Toddrick'*  and  iilnckfriar*'  >Vynd,  nlTorded  a  itrikinif 
eXHinpl*)  of  I  lit)  revolution*  rifecteil  by  time  nnd  chnnKinjf  faahion* 
on  tho  ancient  hnutit*  of  llione  innxt  eminent  for  rank  and  |iower. 
entertained,  from  tho  apponrnnev  of  tlie  buildinff,  that  a  lar^e  part  of  it  had  lieen 
rebuilt  in  a  *lyle  more  ndiipied  to  its  humble  denizen*  than  to  the  period  when,  in  the 
('owgato,  *'  were  the  pnlaeeii  lielonxing  to  the  prince*  of  the  land,  nothing  there  being 
humble  or  ru*tic,  but  all  miiKuiticent  I "  It  had  originally  encloied  a  *mitll  ({iiadrunglo, 
and  nearly  tho  whole  of  the  ground  floor  wa*  «ub*tatitiully  arched  with  *toue,  re*liiig  ou 
■olid  pier*,  well  culculated  to  nll'ord  «ecuro  protection  againat  lurh  aaaault*  tut  it  waa 
frequently  expoHcd  to  during  the  raid*  and  tuhifs  of  (he  *ixtt)«nlh  century.'  The  entrance 
to  the  inner  courtyard  wn*  by  an  arched  paaaage  in  lilackfriar**  Wynd,  within  which  • 


No  duubt  could  b« 


'  ThtM  uitiqiM  prMunura  <>(  th*  liiv>ek«r  >n<l  ImII  ftr*  aUII  (ir<M|uratl]r  lo  b«  mat  with  In  th*  aiMp  luraplkM  u(  llw 
Old  Town,  niitwith>t*n<llni|  tb*  eii|iiilli]r  ii(  ftnti<|u*ri«n  ei)ll«ot<in.  Th*  ring  U  <lr»wn  up  *n<l  duwn  tb*  nntohni  Iron 
rod,  tnil  niftkM  «  »ry  ftiidihl*  nulM  within. 

'  "  tab.  H,  tS4l  'li.  -HaniUaion  to  Jiibn  liftiimn*,  John  Hcot,  Jiibn  MylUr,  ftiid  Jiibu  Noul,  m.,  (nr  th*ir  Irwaunsbl* 
b**l*||inf  >nil  br*rtlilng  up  th*  Rftt**  ami  ilcKin  of  tha  l<Hlglng  Iwlonging  to  Jamni  (ArohbUbnp)  of  Hwiotiuiilrola,  alliilt* 
In  Ih*  Hlftcklriara'  Wjrnil,  within  th*  Hiirgb  of  E<llnhurgh,  for  bia  oaptiir*  ami  •ppr*h<iialiin,  h*  b*lng  within  th*  mIH 
lu<lglng  at  th*  time,"  to.  -I'ltoairn  a  Crini.  TrUU,  p.  *U7.  Th*  Archblabop  divl  In  118V,  Tbia  waa  no  doubt  an  Act 
ul  I'rivjr  Council,  *ppli«l  fur  tb*r*«ft«r. 
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broad  flight  of  iteiM  conducted  to  the  main  floor  of  the  building.  By  this  mode  of  con- 
■tructi  a,  common  in  old  times,  the  spproacA  to  the  quadrangle  could  be  secured  against 
any  ordinary  attack,  and  the  indwellers  might  then  hold  out,  as  in  their  castle,  until  they 
made  terms  with  their  assailants,  or  were  relieved  by  a  superior  force. 

The  ancient  building  was  erected  by  James  Beaton,  Archbishop  of  QIasgow,  as 
appears  from  various  allusions  to  it  by  early  writers.*  He  became  Lord  High  Treasurer 
in  1AO0,  and  was  promoted  to  the  Archiepiscopate  of  Glasgow  in  1609,  so  that  we  may 
unhesitatingly  assign  the  date  of  this  erection  to  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
He  busied  himself,  after  his  translation  to  this  see,  in  promoting  many  important 
erections,  and  greatly  enlarged  and  beautifled  the  Episcopal  Palace  of  QIasgow.  Upon 
all  the  buildings  erected  by  him  his  armorial  bearings  were  conspicuously  displayed,  and 
a  large  stone  tablet  remained  till  a  few  years  since  over  the  archway  of  Blackfriars* 
Wynd,  leading  into  the  inner  court,  blazoned  with  the  Beaton  Arms,  supported  by  two 
angels  in  Dalmatic  habits,  and  surmounted  by  a  crest,  sufficiently  defaced  to  enable 
antiquaries  to  discover  in  it  either  a  mitre  or  a  cardinal's  hat,  according  as  their  theory 
of  the  original  ownership  inclined  towards  the  Archbishop,  or  his  more  celebrated  nephew, 
the  Cardinal,* 

The  exterior  angle  of  this  building  towards  the  Cowgate  was  finished  with  a  hexagonal 
turret,  projecting  from  a  stone  pillar  which  sprang  from  the  ground,  and  formed  a 
singularly  picturesque  feature  in  that  ancient  thoroughfare.  We  find,  however,  from  the 
early  titles  of  the  property,  that  the  Archbishop's  residence  and  grounds  had  included 
not  only  the  buildings  between  Blackfriars'  and  Toddrick's  Wynds,  but  the  whole  of  the 
site  occupied  by  the  ancient  buildings  of  the  Mint ;  so  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  the 
Archbishop  had  extensive  gardens  attached  to  his  lodgings  in  the  capital.  An  inspection 
of  the  back  wall  of  the  Mint  in  Toddrick's  Wynd  would  confirm  the  idea  of  its  having 
succeeded  to  a  more  ancient  building  of  considerable  architectural  pretensions ;  as,  on 
minute  examination,  various  carved  stones  will  be  observed  built  up  among  the  materials 
of  the  rubble  work.* 

Here  the  Earl  of  Arran  and  the  chief  adherents  of  his  faction  were  assembled  on  the 
30th  of  April  1520,  engaged  in  maturing  their  hastily-concerted  scheme  for  seizing  the 


■  "  BiMbope  Jamei  Baatoun  nmalnMl  •till  in  Edinburgh  in  hi>  swin  ludging,  quhllk  he  biggit  in  the  Friarii  Wynd." 
— Pitacottie'i  ChronlolM,  toL  il.  p.  313. 

*  Mi*b«t,  who  i«  the  beat  of  all  authoritie*  on  auoh  a  auhject,  aajra : — "  With  ua  angela  hav*  bean  fnquantly  mada 
uaa  ot  a«  aupportara.  Cardinal  Beaton  bad  hia  auppurted  by  two  angaU  in  Dalmatic  babita,  or,  aa  aoma  aay,  priaatly 
onaa,  whioh  are  yet  to  be  aeen  on  hia  lodginga  in  Blackfriara'  Wynd."— Niabet'a  Uenldiy,  toL  ii.  part  ir.  The  atona, 
which  ia  now  in  the  poneaalon  of  C.  K.  Sharpe,  Gaq,,  ia  exceedingly  aoft  and  much  worn.  The  creat  haa  moat  probably 
been  an  otter'a  head,  which  waa  that  borne  by  the  family.  It  ia  certainly  neither  a  mitre  nor  a  cardinal'a  hat,  and 
indeed  the  arnu  are  aimply  thoia  uf  the  family,  and  not  impaled  with  thoae  of  any  aae,  aa  we  might  expect  them  to  have 
been  if  aurmountml  with  eucb  an  official  badge. 

*  The  following  ia  the  definition  of  the  property  aa  contained  in  a  deed  dated  1639,  and  praaarred  in  the  Burgh 
Charter  Room : — "Diapoaitiun  of  buuao,  Jubn  Bbarpa,  elder,  of  Houaton,  advocate,  to  Mr  J.  Sharpe,  younger,  hia  aon.  .  . 
All  and  bail  that  great  ludging  or  tenement,  back  and  fore,  under  and  above,  biggit  and  waata,  with  the  yarda  and 
pert'  aome  time  pertaining  to  the  Archbiahop  of  St  Andrew'a,  thereafter  to  umq"  John  Beaton  of  Capeldraw,  tbaraaftar 
to  the  haira  of  umq  Archibald  Stewart  and  Helen  Aitchiaon,  and  thereafter  pertaining  to  umq*"  Thomaa  Aitchiaon,  hia 
Highneaa  Malater  Cuncier,  lying  within  the  Butgb  of  Edinburgh,  on  ye  aouth  of  the  King'a  High  Street  thereof,  on  ya 
aaat  aide  of  ya  trance  thereof,  betwixt  the  cluae  called  Oray'a  Cloaa  and  ye  vennel  called  Toddrick'a  Wynd  upon  ya  eaat, 
the  tranaa  of  ye  aaid  Blackfriara'  Wynd  on  ya  weat,  the  High  Street  of  Cowgate  on  ye  aouth,  the  yard  of  umq"  John 
Barclay,  thereafter  pertaining  to  umq"  Alex.  Hunter,  Ac.,  on  ye  north,"  Ac. 
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Earl  of  Angoi,  and  in  all  probability  putting  him  to  death,  when  Gawin  Douglas, 
Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  P<Utia  of  Honor,  waited  on  the  Arch- 
bishop, to  entreat  his  mediation  between  the  rival  chiefs.  The  result  of  the  interview  has 
been  related  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  work.  The  Archbishop  was  already  in  armour, 
though  under  cover  of  his  rochet,  and  when  they  met  again  after  the  bloody  contest  of 
"  Cleanse  the  Causeway,"  it  was  in  the  neighbouring  Church  of  the  Blackfriars',  where 
the  poet's  interference  alone  prevented  the  warlike  Bishop  firom  being  slain  in  arms  at 
the  altar.  After  living  in  obscurity  for  a  time,  ho  was  promoted  to  the  Metropolitan  See 
of  St  Andrew's  by  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Albany,  and  yet,  such  were  the  strange 
vicissitudes  of  that  age,  that  he  is  believed  to  have  escaped  the  vengeance  of  the 
Douglases  during  their  brief  triumph  in  1625  by  literally  exchanging  his  crozier  for  a 
shepherd's  crook,  and  tending  a  flock  of  sheep  upon  Bogrian-knowe,  not  far  from  his  own 
diocesan  capital.  His  venerable  lodging  in  the  capital  is  styled  by  Maitland,  "  The 
Archiepiscopal  Palace,  belonging  to  the  See  of  St  Andrews."  James  V.  appears  to  have 
taken  up  his  abode  there  on  his  arrival  in  Edinburgh,  in  1528,  preparatory  to  summoning 
a  Parliament ;  and  the  Archbishop,  who  had  been  one  of  the  most  active  promoters  of  his 
liberation  from  the  Douglas  faction,  became  his  entertainer  and  host  The  tradition 
which  assigns  the  same  mansion  as  the  residence  of  Cardinal  Beaton,  the  nephew  of  its 
builder,  appears  exceedingly  probable,  from  his  propinquity  to  the  Archbishop,  though  no 
mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  titles,  unless  vhere  he  may  be  referred  to  by  the  Episcopal 
designation  common  to  both.' 

The  Palace  of  the  Bishops  of  Dunkeld,  and  of  Qawin  Douglas  in  particular,  the  friendly 
opponent  of  the  Archbishop,  stood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  same  street,  immediately 
to  the  west  of  Bobertson's  Close,  and  scarcely  an  hundred  yards  from  Blackfriars*  Wynd.' 
It  appears  to  have  been  an  extensive  mansion,  with  large  gardens  attached  to  it,  running 
back  nearly  to  the  Old  Town  wall.  Among  the  pious  and  munificent  acts  recorded  by 
Hylne'  of  Bishop  Lauder,  the  preceptor  of  James  II.,  who  was  promoted  to  the  See 
of  Dunkeld  in  1452,  are  the  purchasing  of  a  mansion  in  Edinburgh  for  himself  and  suc- 
cessors, and  the  founding  of  an  altarage  in  St  Giles'  Church  there  to  St  Martin,  to  which 
his    successor.   Bishop   Livingston,  became   also  a  contributor.*    The   evidence   quoted 


'  Tha  inoient  muaion  of  the  B«*toni  potMuea  an  additional  Intereit,  a<  having  been  the  Snt  eoene  of  operationa  ol 
the  High  School  of  Edinburgh,  while  a  building  wai  ereoting  for  it«  use,  aa  appeani  from  the  following  notices  in  the 
Burgh  Recoid : — "Harch  12,  lfiS4.— Caua  big  the  granimer  akule,  lyand  on  the  eiit  ayd  of  the  Kirk-of-Field  Wyud. 
Jun.  14,  15S5. — Houw  at  the  fute  of  the  Blackfrier  Wynd  tane  to  be  the  grammar  icole  quhill  Witsonday  uixt  to  cum, 
for  zvj  li.  of  mala."    Tabula  Naufragii.     Motherwell,  privately  printrd.     Olaa.  1834. 

*  Thie  lite  of  the  Bishop  of  Dunkeld'a  lodging  waa  pointed  out  by  Mr  R.  Cbambera  in  a  communication  read  before 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  Fab.  7, 1847.  The  following  notice,  which  oceura  in  a  HS.  list  of  pious  donations  in  the 
Advocatee'  Library,  of  a  charter  of  mortification,  dated  ult.  Jan.  1498,  confirms  the  description  : — "A  charter  by  Thoe. 
Cameron,  mortifying  to  a  chaplain  of  St  Catharine's  altar  in  St  Oailas'  Kirk,  his  tenement  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  Cowgate, 
on  the  south  aide  thereof,  betwixt  the  Bishop  of  Dunkeld'a  Land  on  the  aaat,  and  William  Rappillowes  on  tha  west,  tha 
common  street  on  the  north,  and  the  gait  that  leads  to  the  Kirk-of-Field  [i.«,.  Infirmary  Street]  on  the  south."  We 
have  referred,  however,  lu  a  previous  chapter  to  the  CUmiktll  Tumpite  in  the  High  Street,  as  bearing  the  same  de- 
signation ;  and  the  fallowing  applies  it  to  a  third  tenement  seemingly  on  the  north  side  ut  the  same  street : — "  A  charter 
be  Janet  Patarson,  relict  of  umq"  Alex,  Lowder  of  Blyth,  mortiefieing  to  a  chaplains  in  St  Oilies  Kirk  an  ann.  rent  of  4 
marks  out  of  Wm.  Carkattal'a  land  in  Edinburgh  on  tha  north  side  of  the  street,  betwixt  the  Bishop  of  Dunkell's  land 
on  the  east,  and  the  lo/  St  Jo.  [Lord  St  John's]  land  on  the  west,"  dated  "20  June,  Kagni  10,"  probably  1623. 
Dec.  an.  rag.  Jac.  V. 

'  Vitee  Dunkeldensia  Ecclesin  Episcoporum,  p.  24. 

* ' '  Charter  of  mortification  by  Mr  Thomaa  Lauder,  canon  in  Aberdeen  [the  future  bishop,  aa  we  presume],  to  a  chap- 
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below  renders  it  probable  that  the  Epigcopal  reiidence  in  the  capital,  that  permanently 
attached  to  the  See  of  Dankeld,  was  the  lodging  on  the  aonth  aide  of  the  Cowgate ;  and 
the  same  ecoleiiastical  biographer  already  referred  to  mentions  as  one  of  the  good  works 
of  Bishop  Brown,  the  predecessor  of  Douglas,  that  ho  built  the  )puth  wing  of  the  house 
at  Edinburgh  belonging  to  the  Bishops  of  Dunkeld.'  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
mansion  thus  gifted  and  enlarged  was  a  building  well  suited  by  its  magnificence  for  the 
abode  of  the  successive  dignitaries  of  the  Church  who  were  promoted  to  that  exalted 
station,  and  that  it  formed  another  striking  feature  in  this  street  of  palaces.  Its  vicinity ' 
both  to  the  Archiepiscopal  residence  and  to  the  Blackfriars'  Church — the  later  scene  of 
rescue  of  Archbishop  Beaton  by  Oawin  Douglas — afibrds  a  very  satisfactory  illustration 
of  one  of  the  most  memorable  occurrences  during  the  turbulent  minority  of  James  V, 
The  poet,  after  his  ineffectual  attempt  at  mediation,  retired  with  grief  to  his  own 
house,  and  employed  himself  in  acts  of  devotion  suited  to  the  danger  to  which  his  friends 
were  exposed ;  from  thence  he  rushed  out,  on  learning  of  the  termination  of  the  fray, 
in  time  to  interpose  effectually  on  behalf  of  the  warlike  priest,  who  had  been  personally 
engaged  in  the  contest,  and,  according  to  Buchanan,  "  flew  about  in  armour  like  a  fire- 
brand of  sedition."  This  old  Episcopal  residence  has  other  associations  of  a  very 
different  nature;  for  we  learn  from  Knox's  history  that,  when  he  was  summoned  to 
appear  in  the  Blackfriars'  Church  on  the  16th  of  May  1556,  and  his  opponents  deserted 
their  intended  attack  through  fear,  "  the  said  Johne,  the  same  day  of  the  sammondis, 
tawght  in  Edinburgh  in  a  greattar  audience  then  ever  befoir  he  had  done  in  that  tonne : 
The  place  was  the  Bischope  of  Dunkellis,  his  great  loodgeing,  whare  he  continewed 
in  doctrin  ten  dayis,  boyth  befoir  and  after  nune."*  A  modem  land  now  occupies 
the  site  of  Bishop  Douglas's  Palace;  and  the  pleasure  grounds  wherein  the  poet 
was  wont  to  stray,  and  on  which  we  may  suppose  him  to  have  exercised  his  refined 
taste  and  luxurious  fancy  in  realizing  such  a  "  gardyne  of  plesance  "  ns  he  describes 
in  the  opening  stanzas  of  his  Pallia  of  Honor,  is  now  crowded  with  mean  dwellings 
of  the  artizan  and  labourer — too  much  engrossed  with  the  cares  of  their  own 
domestic  circle  to  heed  the  illustrious  memories  that  linger  about  these  lowly  habi- 
tatrons. 

The  range  of  buildings  extending  from  the  Cowgate  Port  to  the  Old  High  School  Wynd, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  still  includes  several  exceedingly  picturesque  timber-fronted 
tenements  of  an  early  date ;  but  none  of  them  possesH  those  characteristics  of  former  mag- 
nificence which  were  to  be  seen  in  the  Mint  Close.  A  finely  carved  lintel,  which  surmounted 
the  doorway  of  one  of  a  similar  range  of  antique  tenements  to  the  west  of  the  High  School 
Wynd,  has  been  replaced  over  the  entrance  to  the  modern  building,  erected  on  the  same 
site  in  1801.    The  inscription,  of  which  we  furnish  a  sketch,  is  boldly  cut  in  an  unusual 

l*in  in  St  Oeiln  Kirk  in  Edinbiifgb,  of  an  annual  rent  o{  6  merki  out  o{  ths  tenement  of  Donald  de  Keyle  on  the  N. 
•ida  of  the  gaite  ....  an  annual  rent,  of  40  ah.  out  of  his  own  houie  lyand  in  tlie  Cowgaito,  betwixt  the  land  of  tba 
Abbot  of  Helroe  on  the  eaat,  and  of  Oeorge  Cochran  on  the  weat,"  &c. — 23d  Jan.  1449  ;  MS.  Advoo.  Lib.  "A  mortifica- 
tion made  b;  James  [Livingaton]  Biihop  of  Dunkeld,  to  a  chaplain  of  8t  Hartiu  and  Tbomaa'i  Altar,  in  St  Qeiles  Kirk 
of  Edinburgh,  of  an  annual  rent  of  £10  out  of  hia  tenement  lying  in  the  aaid  burgb,  on  the  north  aide  of  the  Hie 
Street,"  Ac— Ibid.  "  Confirmation  cf  a  charter  grantxd  be  Thomaa  [Lauder]  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  to  a  chaplain  of  the 
Holy  Crou  Isle,  in  St  Geilea  Kirk  in  Edinburgh,"  of  divera  anniuil  reuU,  dated  17th  March  1480.— Ibid. 

>  VitB  Dunkeld,  Epiae.  p.  46.  *  Knox'a  Works,  Wo<lraw  Sue.,  vol.  i.  p.  2S1. 
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character,  and  with  a  shield  in  th-*  ct  atre,  the  armorial  bearingi  of  which  have  been 
replaced  by  a  brewer's  barrel,  the  device  of  its  modem  owner  and  occupant.  We  hare 
found,  on  examining  ancient  charters  and  title-deeds  referring  to  property  in  the  Cowgate, 
much  greater  difficulty  in  assigning  the  exact  tenements  referred  to,  from  the  absence  of 
■nch  marked  and  easily  recognisable  features  as  serve  for  a  guide  in  the  High  Street  and 
Canongate.  All  such  evidence,  however,  tends  to  prove  that  the  chief  occupants  of  this 
ancient  thoroughfare  were  eminent  for  rank  and  station,  and  their  dwellings  appear  to 
have  been  chiefly  in  the  {Vont  street,  showing  that,  with  patrician  exclusiveness,  traders 
were  forbid  to  open  their  booths  within  its  dignified  precincts.     Another  feature,  no  less 
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noticeable,  is  the  extensive  possessions  which  the  Church  held  within  its  bounds.  An 
ancient  land,  for  example,  which  occupied  the  site  of  one  now  standing  at  the  foot  of 
Blair  Street,  on  the  west  side,  is  described  in  the  titles  of  the  af^oining  property  as  per- 
taining to  the  Altar  of  St  Katharine,  in  the  Kirk-of-Field.  In  1494,  Walter  Bertram, 
Provost  of  Edinburgh,  bestowed  an  annual  rent  from  his  tenement  in  the  Cowgate  "  to  a 
chaplain  of  St  Lawrence's  Altar,  in  St  Giles'  Church."  In  1528,  Wm.  Chapman  "  morti- 
fied to  a  chaplain  in  St  Oiles'  Kirk,  at  J<>>iub'  Altar,  in  a  chapel  built  by  himself,"  a 
tenement  and  piece  of  ground  in  the  same  street,  "  reserving  to  ye  patrons  y'of  26s.  8d. 
for  repairing  the  chapel  with  skletts  and  glass."  Both  Walter  Chepman  and  Thomas 
Cameron  have  already  been  named  as  similar  donors.  We  shall  only  notice  one  more 
from  the  same  source: — "A  mortification  made  be  Janet  Kennedy,  Lady  Bothwell,  who 
was  before  spouse  to  Archibald  Earl  of  Angus,  mortefeing  to  a  chaplain  in  the  Marie 
Kirk  in  the  Field,  beside  Edinburgh,  her  fore  land  of  umq'*  Hew  Berries  tenement,  and 
chamber  adjacent  y'to,  lying  in  the  Cowgait,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  betwixt  Ja. 
Earl  of  Buchan's  land  on  the  east,  and  Thos.  Tod's  on  ye  west." '  We  have  already 
referred  to  "  the  Erie  of  Maris,  now  present  Regent,  lugeing  in  the  Kowgait,"  in  1572,* 
and  other  eminent  laymen  will  presently  appear  among  the  residenters  in  this  patrician 
quarter  of  the  town. 

The  destruction  of  an  ancient  tenement  in  the  Cowgate,  in  the  month  of  June  1787, 
when  clearing  the  grobnd  for  the  building  of  the  South  Bridge,  brought  to  light  some 
curious  memorials  of  an  earlier  age.  The  workmen  employed  in  its  demolition  discovered 
a  cavity  containing  a  quantity  of  money  for  the  reception  of  which  it  appeared  to  have 
been  constructed.  The  treasure  was  found,  on  examination,  to  consist  of  a  number  of 
small  coins  of  Edward  I.  commonly  called  Longshanka,  who,  in  the  year  1205,  defeated 
the  Scots  at  Dunbar,  and  soon  after  compelled  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  to  surrender  to  hia 


*  A  perfoot  inTtntor  of  Pioui  Donations.    H9.  AdvouW  Lib, 


*  Diurnal  of  OcourrenU,  p.  2S9. 
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orerpowering  foro«.  Coi^jecture  ii  vain  u  to  the  depoiitor  of  ihig  hidden  treasure ;  but 
we  may  fancy  the  proweii  or  cunning  of  §ome  hardy  burgher  achieving  ludden  victory 
over  a  itray  band  of  the  insolent  invaders,  and  concealing  here  the  hard-won  spoils,  for 
which  he  never  returned.  Beyond  the  arch  of  the  bridge,  from  whence  the  busy  crowds 
of  the  modern  city  look  down  on  this  deserted  scene  of  former  magnificence,  we  again 
come  to  antique  memorials  of  other  times.  Here  was  a  steep  and  straitened  alley  ascending 
towards  the  southern  side  of  the  town,  which  formed  in  remote  times  the  avenue  to  the 
Collegiate  Church  of  St  Mary  in  the  Fields ;  and  at  a  more  recent,  though  still  early 
period,  the  public  approach  to  the  Old  College  of  Edinburgh.  This  ancient  avenue  pos- 
sessed interesting  associations  with  successive  generations,  fVom  the  period  when  Domi- 
nicans and  Qreyfriars,  and  the  priests  and  choristers  of  St  Mary's  College,  clamb  the  steep 
ascent,  down  to  a  time,  not  long  gone  by,  when  grave  professors  and  wily  practitioners 
of  the  law  shared  among  them  H%^ats  and  common  stairs. 

This  ancient  thoroughfare  formerly  bore  the  name  of  "  The  Wynd  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary  in-the-Field,"  as  appears  from  the  charters  of  property  acquired  by  the  town  for  the 
establishment  of  King  James's  College.*  About  the  middle  of  the  wynd,  on  the  east 
side,  a  curious  and  antique  edifice  retained  many  of  its  original  features,  notwithstanding 
its  transmutation  from  a  Collegium  Saeerdolum,  or  prebendal  building  of  the  neighbouring 
collegiate  church,  to  a  brewers'  granary  and  a  spirit  vault  Such,  at  least,  we  conceive  to 
have  been  its  original  de  .iination.  The  ground  floor  had  been  entirely  refaced  with  hewn 
stone ;  but  over  a  large  window  on  the  first  floor  there  was  a  sculptured  lintel,  which  is 
mentioned  by  Arnot  as  having  surmounted  the  gateway  into  the  inner  court.  It  bore  the 
following  inscription,  cut  in  beautiful  and  very  early  characters : — 

9be  inada,  0rat(a  plena,  IDominus  tecum. 

At  the  close  of  the  chapter,  a  sketch  of  a  beautiful,  though  mutilated,  Gkthio  niche  ii 
given,  which  was  on  the  front  of  the  building.  It  is  said  to  have  originally  stood  over 
the  main  gateway  above  the  carved  lintel  we  have  described,  and  without  doubt  it  con- 
tained a  sta''"'}  of  the  Virgin,  to  whom  the  wayfarer's  supplications  were  invited.  These 
interesting  i.  oaius,  so  characteristic  of  the  obsolete  ^aith  and  habits  of  a  former  age, 
afforded  undoubted  evidence  of  the  importance  of  this  building  in  early  times,  when  it 
formed  a  part  of  the  extensive  collegiate  establishment  of  St  Mary  iu-the- Fields,  founded 
and  endowed  apparently  by  the  piety  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of  the  capital.  To  complete 
the  ecclesiastical  features  of  this  ancient  edifice,  a  boldly-cut  shield  on  the  lower  crow-step 
bore  the  usual  monogram  of  our  Saviour,  (|)0 — and  the  windows  presented  the  common 
feature  of  broken  mullions  and  transoms,  with  which  they  had  originally  been  divided. 
Internally  the  building  presented  features  of  a  more  recent  date,  indicating  that  its  earliest 
lay  occupants  were  worthy  neighbours  of  the  aristocratic  denizens  of  the  Cowgate.  A 
stucco  ceiling  in  the  principal  apartment  was  adorned  with  a  variety  of  ornaments  in  the 
style  prevalent  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  the  most  prominent  among  which  was  the  winged 


>  "Sliaw'i  taDement  in  the  Wynd  of  the  Bleuad  Mary  in-the-Field,  now  the  College  Wynd.  Item,  *a  inetrumant 
of  uiine,  ditted  SOth  June,  1628,  of  a  land  built  and  waite,  lying  in  the  Wynd  of  the  Bleued  Virgin  Uary  in-the-Field, 
on  the  weat  aide  thereof,  Ac,  in  farour  of  Alex.  Schaw,  aon  of  Wm.  Sohaw  of  Polkemmet." — From  Deacriptive  Inventory 
of  Towu'i  purobaaea  for  the  College,  Burgh  Charter  Room. 
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and  crowned  heart,  the  well-known  crest  of  the  Douglosei  of  Qneeniberrj  i  inggetting 
the  likelihood  of  ita  havir  -^  been  the  town  mansion  of  one  of  the  first  Earls,  not  im- 
probably William  Douglas,  Viscount  Drumlanrig,  created  Earl  of  Qneensbcrry  by  King 
Charles  I.  during  his  visit  to  Scotland  in  1633.  The  projecting  staircase  of  the  at^oining 
tenement  to  the  south  had  a  curious  ogee  arched  window,  evidently  of  early  character,  and 
fitted  with  the  antique  oaken  transom  and  folding  shutters  below.  A  defaced  inscription 
and  date  was  decipherable  over  the  lintel  of  the  outer  doorway,  and  one  of  the  doors  on 
the  stair  possessed  the  old-fashioned  appendage  of  a  tirling-pin.  Many  of  the  buildings 
which  remained  till  the  total  demolition  of  the  Wynd  were  of  an  early  character ;  and 
■ome  of  them  bore  the  initials  of  their  builders  on  an  ornamental  shield  sculptured  on 
the  lowest  crow-step,  with  the  date  1730 — the  only  specimens  of  the  kind  that  were  known 
belonging  to  the  eighteenth  century. 

At  the  head  of  the  wynd,  on  the  east  side,  and  on  ground  partly  occupied  by  Xorth 
College  Street,  once  stood  a  house  which  would  now  have  been  regarded  with  pecu- 
liar interest  as  the  birthplace  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  The  elder  Mr  Scott  then  lived, 
according  to  the  simple  fashion  of  our  forefathers,  on  a  Jlat  of  the  old  tenement, 
approached  from  a  little  court  behind  by  a  turnpike  stair,  the  different  floors  of  which 
sufficed  for  the  accommodation  of  equally  reputable  tenants,  until  its  demolition  about 
eighty  years  since  to  make  way  for  the  projected  extension  of  the  College.  Here  also, 
near  the  top  of  the  wynd,  was  the  residence  of  the  celebrated  chemist,  Dr  Black ;  and 
doubtless,  many  of  the  learned  professors  were  distributed,  with  other  eminent  persons, 
among  the  densely-peopled  lands  of  this  classic  locality ;  where,  to  complete  its  literary 
associations,  tradition  delights  to  tell  that  Oliver  Goldsmith  lodged,  while  studying 
medicine  at  the  neighbonring  University. 

The  accompanying  engraving  represents  a  portion  of  the  antique  range  of  edifices  that 
extends  between  the  College  and  the  Horse  Wynds.  Here  again,  however,  we  are 
baffled  in  our  search  after  their  earlier  occupants.  The  building  to  the  east  of  St  Peter's 
Close'  was  a  veiy  substantial  stone  edifice  of  a  highly  ornamental  character,  which 
nndoubtedly  formed  the  residence  of  noble  proprietors  in  early  times.  It  appeared  to  be 
an  ancient  building,  remodelled  and  enlarged,  probably 
about  the  close  of  James  VI. 's  reign.  Three  large  and 
elegant  dormer  windows  rose  above  the  roof,  the  centre 
one  of  which  was  surmounted  by  an  escallop  shell,  while 
a  second  tier  of  windows  of  similar  form  apiwared  behind 
them,  and  sprang  from  what  we  conceived  to  have  been 
the  original  stone  front  of  the  building.  The  antique 
staircase  projected  forward  in  a  line  with  the  more  recent 
additions,  and  on  its  lintel  the  initials  of  the  original 
proprietors,  as  represented  in  the  accompanying  woodcut 

On  the  other  side  of  St  Peter's  Pend  was  the  singularly  picturesque  timber-fronted  tenement, 
the  curiously-carved  lintel  of  which  forms  the  vignette  at  the  head  of  this  chapter.  An 
outside  stair,  constructed  in  a  recess  formed  by  the  projection  of  a  neighbouring  building, 

>  Tha  College  ud  HorM  Wynds  have,  with  the  exception  of  «  land  of  each,  aulTered  tt  the  htnde  of  the  Improre- 
ment*'  Comminion.    8t  Peter'e  Close,  standing  as  it  did  between  the  two  wynds,  baa  been  totally  extinguished. 
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led  to  ft  very  htndiome  itone  turnpike  on  the  flrit  floor.  T)ie  floe  doorwfty  wai  flniihed 
with  rerjr  rich  mouldingi,  nnd  encircled  with  the  following  inscription,  of  which  the 
woodcut  Aimiihei  a  fao-iimile — a  ipecimen  of  genuine  vernacular  which  may  poiiiblj 
pnisle  lome  able  linguiiti : — 


Otr    .    VK   .    DKIU 


AH 


VE    .    BOVLD    .    VB    .    MTCIIT    .    UAir    .    AS   .    VR    .    TALD 


Literally  rendered  into  modern  Engliih,  it  is,  If  we  did  at  me  tAould,  tve  might  hat»  M 
Mw  would.  There  can  be  no  question,  from  the  style  and  character  of  this  inscription, 
that  the  building  was  of  great  antiquity,  and  had  probably  formed  the  residence  of  some 
eminent  ecclesiastic,  or  a  noble  of  the  court  of  James  V.  It  possessed  an  interest,  how- 
ever, fVom  a  recent  and  more  humble  occupant  There  was  the  printing  establishment  of 
Andrew  Symson,  a  worthy  succegsor  of  Cheprann  and  Myllar,  the  first  Scottish  typo- 
graphers, whose  printing  preases  were  worked  within  a  hundred  yards  of  this  spot 
Symson  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and  singular  virtue,  who,  though  one  of  the  curates 
ejected  at  the  Revolution,  had  escaped  the  detraction  to  which  nearly  all  his  fellow- 
sufferers  wore  subjected.  We  have  his  own  authority  for  stating  that  he  received  a 
University  education,  and  was  a  condiaciple  of  Alexander,  Earl  of  Galloway,  by  whose 
father  he  was  presented  to  the  parish  of  Kirkinner,  in  Wigtonshire.  He  was  an  author 
as  well  as  a  printer ;  and  his  most  elaborate  work,  a  poem  of  great  length,  and  of  much 
more  learned  ingenuity  than  poetic  merit,  is  announced  in  the  preface  as  issued  "  from 
my  printing-house  at  the  foot  of  the  Horse  Wynd,  in  the  Cowgate,  Feb.  10,  1706."  It 
is  entitled  Tripatriarchicom  ;  or,  The  Licea  of  the  Three  Patriareha,  Abraham,  laaac,  and 
Jacob,  extracted  forth  of  the  aacred  atorif,  and  digeated  into  Engliah  terae.  Before  this, 
however,  he  had  acted  as  amanuensis  to  the  celebrated  Lord  Advocate,  Sir  Qeorge 
Mackenzie ;  and  in  1099  he  edited  and  published  a  new  edition  of  Sir  Ckorge's  work  on  the 
Laws  and  Customs  of  Scotland,  a  presentation  copy  of  which  still  exists  in  the  Advocates' 
Library  in  good  condition.  It  is  elegantly  bound  in  calf,  and  bears  on  the  boards  the 
following  inscription  in  gilt  Roman  characters  : — Donuh  Amdrbjs  Symson,  AM.  VD.  MD. 
The  Horse  Wynd  no  doubt  derived  its  name  from  its  being  almost  the  only  descent 
from  the  southern  suburbs  by  which  a  horse  could  safely  approach  the  Cowgate ;  and  as 
a  spacious  and  pleasant  thoroughfare,  according  to  the  notions  of  former  times,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  fashionable  districts  of  the  town.  About  the  middle  of  the  wynd,  on  the 
west  side,  an  elegant  mansion,  fiuished  with  a  pediment  in  front  surmounted  with  urns, 
was  known  in  former  years  as  Ckilloway  House,  long  the  residence  of  Lady  Catherine, 
Countess  of  Galloway,  who  formed  the  subject  of  one  of  Hamilton  of  Bangour's  flattering 
poetical  tributes.  She  ia  referred  to  in  a  different  style  in  the  Ridotto  of  Holyrood 
House,  a  satirical  and  very  free  ballad,  written  about  a  century  ago  by  three  witty 
ladies,  who  were  wont  to  bear  their  part  in  such  gay  scenes  as  it  satirises.*  Lady 
Ckdloway  is  described  as 

"  a  lady  well  known  by  her  iiira, 
Who  ne'er  goea  to  revel  but  after  her  prayera  I " 

>  The  Bidotto,  which  affurda  a  curioua  aample  of  the  notiona  of  propriety  entertained  by  the  fair  wit*  of  laat  century, 
waa  the  joint  production  of  Lady  Bruoe  of  KinroeM,  her  eiater-iu-lAW,  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Hepburn,  E«q.,  of  Keith  and 
Rioearton,  and  Hiaa  Jenny  Denoon,  their  niece,  who  waa  counted  a  great  wit  in  her  own  day.  Some  of  the  moat  in* 
terating  atanua  are  quoted  in  the  2Va<ft(ian<,  vol.  ii.  p.  39. 
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Sh«  wu  nnUil  rimnnK  our  praclM  KraniUnw*  fur  h«r  |>rt-«min«nt  pomp  Mil  fiimtBlitjr,  mi) 
would  oriivr  out  hsr  carrinira  tu  |«y  •  cprKnionlou*  viait  to  •omo  litlml  ntiKhlNtar  tX  th« 
comer  of  the  wjrnd.  Hor«,  tcH>,  r««iilei|  Ijunl  Kennat,  Ikron  Htwirt,  %\A  other  lultAbU 
occnpsnte  of  lo  krUtncrntin  %  qunrtKr.  Iii)rii  CoyiriKton,  Ijonl  Minto,  •ml  other  titled 
dwelUre  in  the  ('owKste  kihI  the  neit(hlMiurliiK  kllcye  in  recent  timee  miKht  be  mentioned, 
bat  enouKh  hM  klrekdx  lievn  Mid  to  illuitr»te  the  etrikinx  revolution  that  took  place  1b 
thii  locality  within  a  very  hrii>f  iwriod, 

Nearly  oppoeito  thu  lite  of  the  Old  Parliament  Htaire,  a  unifurm  and  lofty  ranf*  of 
handsome  tenemnntt  form*  the  front  of  an  encloned  quatlrnnKle,  which  includei  within  It* 
precinct*  the  Tailor*'  Hull,  hy  far  the  moet  etattily  of  all  the  roqM)ration  halls,  if  we  eioept 
Hi  Magdalen's  (.'ha|M>l,  and  on«  Interestingly  asso<'iatu<l  with  im|)urtant  national  and  civic 
•Vents,  A  handsome  broad  archway,  considerably  ornamented,  forms  the  entrance  through 
the  ftront  tenement  to  the  inner  <|uadrang{e,  Tliis  eiterlur  gateway  is  surmounted  by  an 
ornamental  tablet,  decorated  with  a  huge  pair  of  shears,  the  insignia  of  the  ur»ft,  and 
bearing  the  date  l*)44,  with  the  following  elegant  distich  i— 

ALMKinTIK  HOP  WHO  rOTVD 
Rl>  BVII.T  AMD  CHOVNO 
Tnil  WOKK  WITH  BI.IU11KM 
MAK  IT  TO  ABOTNn. 

This  building,  as  srcn  from  within  the  quadrangle,  has  an  exceedingly  picturesque  and 
imposing  effect.  Two  loftly  crow-stepped  gables  project,  m  uniform  wings,  into  the  court, 
and  between  them  is  the  deep-browod  arch  loading  fVom  the  ('owgatc,  above  which  rises  a 
double  tier  of  windows,  surmounted  by  a  handsome  ornamental  gable  in  the  roof.  All 
this,  however,  is  the  mere  vestibule  to  the  Tailors'  Hall,  which  occupies  the  south  and  east 
•ides  of  tho  court.  Hero,  again,  we  find  evidence  that  the  (^raft  were  wont  of  old,  as  now, 
to  extend  their  professional  patronmgc  to  the  muses,  The  nccom|>anyiug  vignette  repre- 
sents tho  Hall  OS  it  apiwaretl  prior  to  its  receiving  the  addition  of  another  story,  to  adapt 
it  for  its  modern  use  as  a  brower'ii  granary ;  for,  alas,  the  glory  has  long  since  departed 
from  the  Tailor  Craft  in  Fldinlmrgh  I  Uver  the  ornamental  pediment  which  surmounts  the 
east  wing  of  tho  building,  thu  insignia  of  tho  shears  is  again  seen,  with  the  date  1621,  and 
this  pious  inscription  :— Gon  .  oivr  .  rns  .  nusiNo  .  to  .  tiir  .  Tailzkr  .  crait  .  ni 
TBC  .  ooon  .  TovN  .  oY  .  EoiNBiROH.  On  tho  lowest  crow-step  beside  this  is  cut  the 
professional  device  of  three  balls  of  thread ;  and  over  the  main  entrance  is  the  following 
elegant  ond  laudable  dedication  of  tho  Hall  and  whole  Cor|)oration,  as  the  temple  and 
ministers  of  virtue.  No  wnndcr  than  good  citizens  wore  scandalised  when  the  former  was 
diverted  from  its  legitimate  uso  to  the  profane  orgies  of  the  players  t— 

TO  .  THR  .  OI.ORR  .  OF  .  (lOD  .  AND  .  VKIITRWIH  .   RKNOWNR  . 

THB  .  CWMl'ANIK  .  OK  .  TAILZKOVRH  .  WITHIN  .  THIS  .  GOOD  .  TOVNB  , 

FOR  .  MEITINU  .  OF  .  TIIAIR  .  CRAFT  .  TUIfl  .   HAL  .  HEB  .  RRECTED  . 

WITH  .  TBU8T  .  IN  .  (Kll)H  ,  (lOOI)NRR  .  TO  .  BE  .  BLIHT  ,  AND  .  PROTBOTBO  . 


Internally  this  venerable  hull  has  been  so  entirely  altered  that  no  idea  can  now  be 
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fnnncit  nf  it*  nrlfia»l  %\f\t*%t%nr:  Nut  InnxnAar  lU  •rccllon,  it  Wiim«  lh«  tttnt  »tv*rf 
kraiiorUnt  mnvomvnl*  |ir*|iiir«iiir]r  In  tha  iraM  civil  w»r,  On  tha  '.*ri)i  IVIirunry  \MH, 
balwroii  (wo  iin<l  tlifi>a  hiiinlrpKl  niihi*(i>r*  mat  Iharu  t»  prapnra  fur  ilia  rrnawRl  of  tha  ('oTa< 
n»nl,  whii'h  wm  r»i-<<ivaii  willt  iiK'h  ilnkinf  ilrrtiKiidration*  of  |M)|iuUr  ajTrnpaihy  on  iU 
prvaanuiion  to  Iha  |Mihlii-  in  tha  <ir(<>friitri'  Church  on  (ha  fullowiiiff  iliijr.  Wa  kra  in* 
fonnvil  hjr  tlia  Kurl  of  lloihva,  who  tinik  ■  prominrnt  almra  in  that*  itriM-aailinx*,  (hut  h« 
ftn4  (ha  Hurl  of  UitnlMiin  wrra  itp|ioiiili«l  Ij  (ha  nohic*  (n  maat  widt  Iha  Macmblad  eUtgy 
in  (ha  Tailori'  lUII,  tml  on  (hut  nccMiun  iha  i'ommiMionara  of  I'raabf  tariaa  war*  Aral 
Ukan  Mbla  into  a  mmnuir-hou««  in  tha  K^rUan,  •ml  (hara  liaitlt  with  aflartuatljr  oo  th« 
naoaaalty  of  «ll  nUtMlai  (o  tha  ranawkl  of  (ha  l.'ovanaiU  baing  wi(hilr«wn.'    Tha  tUM 


metni  were  »(lerwariU  tURceiaAilIy  reiArted  to  for  removliiff  the  iloubta  of  all  icrupnlout 
brethren.*  The  gnnion,  which  witu  the  •cimio  of  thcRe  mnmcntoat  diiicuiiHioni,  retained  till 
very  recently  its  early  <  harnctcr)  but  now,  diveated  of  it*  ihrub*  and  formal  Dutch  par> 
tcrrci,  it  i*  degraded  into  a  de|)oaitary  for  brcwera'  bnrrelt.  The  lame  C'or|ioration  Hall 
was  uaed  in  1030  an  the  court-houae  of  the  Hrotli«h  fommissiouers  ap|)ointed  by  ('ronf 
well  for  the  adniiniatration  of  the  forfeited  extates.*  We  have  already  referred  to  the  very  * 
different  purposes  to  which  it  wos  devoted  in  more  recent  times,  as  the  refuge  of  the  Scot- 
tish  drama.  Ramsny  prints,  in  the  Tm-Tahle  Afitet'l/any,  "  Purt  of  an  Epilogue  suug 
after  the  acting  of  the  Urphan  and  Ornti.c  NnEriiKan  in  Tailors'  Hall,  by  a  set  of  young 


>  Lord  RotbM'  R«l»tlan  nf  ProeMillngi  ennmming  th<!  (iritlrt  of  lh«  Kirk,  p.  72. 

'  Ibid,  p.  70.  "  U|ion  Thiindajr  tha  (Irit  of  M»rah,  Kothn,  Lindujr,  and  tiiudoun,  tnd  nim  of  Ibom,  wtni  down 
to  Talljoun  II4II,  wh«r  th*  mlniatari  matt  1  and  baoaua  aiim  war  O'ima  to  toiina  ainco  Tii,Tad*y  lut  who  had  aum 
doubU,  afUr  that  tbajr  who  had  Mn  formarlia  raanlrad  war  antartil  ti:  aiiljaorjra,  th*  nnhlamaa  want  with  thaa*  nthara 
to  th*  yaird,  and  raaolired  thair  duubta ;  ao  that  towarda  tbria  humlrwl  nilnlatara  aubaer^rad  that  nlgbt.  That  daj  tha 
commlaalonara  of  burrowra  aubaorf  rad  ala<>." 

>  NlouU'a  DUrj,  p.  180. 

Viu:«mi— Tallora'  Hall. 
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ftniUman,  JMiMry  'i'i,  I7'j0|  "  •ml  rh«mUri  hu  |ir«>*<>rvi»l,  In  hi*  "  Minor  Anli<)niliM," 
IIm  bill  uf  tkf  |irrM>nl«<l  In  lU  imik  |)U<«  »n  th«  '.'0th  „t  M»t<U  1747,  "  lljr  Ihtin  of  » 
IiAiljr  of  QiMliiy,  fur  Ui»  IWnvlit  »r  •  Kitniity  In  Dialrv**  i  "  \,r,t\fk\>\y  on*  of  ih*  Im(  |Mr- 
furnwucrt  lh«r«  bjr  •  r»yul»r  i'<im|Niiir.  A  h«ncUiini<i  t«nvnii<tit  itumU  imn»«<lt»Ul}r  to  lh« 
WMt  of  Ibo  T»ilor*'  lAntU,  ■urnioiintKil  with  two  nrnaroanUl  g%\>\t;  iMsrioK  on  lb«m  Iha 
lBltl«lt  of  lh«  kuililar*,  unil  ovur  Ihn  in»iu  dmirway  the  followinx  inicri|>lion  i— 


RR 


n  MAONiril  THB  I.OIII)  WITH  Ml 
AMD  LIT  V  KXALT  HIM  MAMI  TOUITNIII. 
AMVO  DUHUII  I64U. 
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Ov«r  tButhar  duor  uf  lh«  Mm<  Unvmvnt,  •  tculpturiKl  t*bl«t  Um*  tho  Javlco  uf  two  •l«da- 
Btn  carrying  a  b«rr«i  botwMn  Ihani,  by  tiM»u*  oft  |iuU  Mating  on  tha  ihuulJar  of  (Mb, 
Uchnically  ityUtl  »  «/iMy  ami  Im^,  It  1*  I'lnverly  •iniuit««l,  itml  »|i|i«»r*  from  thn  chkrao- 
Ur  and  worknmnihi|t  to  Iw  I'lHivftl  with  thu  dntn  of  thu  liiiiiiiing  in  whioli  it  i*  |il»veil, 
tlthoUKh  tha  |>ur|KiM«  to  which  tha  nelKhlMiurintf  pmiwrty  i«  now  appliad  might  luggait  m 
much  mori!  recent  origin.'  Varioua  •ntii|uii  tonement*  of  comidarMbla  divaraity  of  charM- 
tar  remain  to  the  weitward  uf  tbia,  all  exhibiting  lyniiilonu  of  ••  having  aean  betti*r  day*." 
Tha  laat  of  theae,  before  wa  arrive  at  the  archea  of  (ieorge  IV.  Hridge,  ia  another  of  tha 
old  accleaiaatival  manaiona  of  the  Cowgatc.  It  i*  dvicrilwd  in  an  early  title-dv«d  aa  "  aome 
time  pertaining  ti>  uni<|''  Hew  M'(}ill,  |ireb«niU>r  of  Coratorphiue,"  and,  not  intpndmbly,  a 
relative  of  the  anceatora  of  David  MafgiH  of  Crauatoiin-ltiddi'l,  KingV  Advocato  to  King 
Jamaa  VI.,  who  ii  aaid  to  have  died  of  grief  on  Hir  Thoniaa  iluniilton,  thu  royal  favourite — 
afterwarda  created  Karl  of  Melroao  and  Haddington — being  a|)|Hiinted  hi*  colleague.  We 
find,  at  leaat,  that  the  |)ro|ierty  itnniudiately  adjoining  it,  now  deniotiahcd,  belonged  to  that 
fiunily,  and  came  aftcrwarda  into  the  poiaeaaion  of  hia  rival.  Tlio  o|)erationa  of  the  Im- 
pruvementa  Contmia«iun  were  no  leaa  effectual  in  the  demolition  of  the  intvreating  relica  of 
antiquity  in  thu  Cowgato  than  clacwhere.  Indeed,  if  we  exce|>t  thu  old  Mint,  and  tho 
venerable  Chapel  of  Ht  Magdalene,  no  other  aito  could  liavu  been  vhoien  for  tho  now 
bridge  where  their  prooccdingN  would  have  la'cn  ao  dcMtructivo.  Un  tho  ground  now  occu- 
pied by  ita  aouthcrn  piera  formerly  ittood  Merchant'*  Court,  a  largo  area  encloaed  on  threo 
■idea  by  antique  buildinga  in  a  plain  but  maaiiivo  atylo  of  architecture,  and  containing 
internally  ttnoly  atuccoed  ceiling*  and  handnome  pannclin^',  willi  other  indication*  uf  former 
magnificenco  «uitablo  to  tho  nianRion  of  tho  celcbruted  Thoma*  Hamilton,  tir«t  Karl  of 
Haddington,  tho  favourite  of  Junic*  VI.,  and  ono  of  tho  mo»t  eminent  men  of  hi*  dajr. 
Borne  curiouH  anecdote*  of  Tam  o'  tiir  Cowoatk,  ii*  lliu  King  fiicotiou*ly  atyled  hia 
favourite,  aro  preierved  in  tho  Tradition*  of  Edinburgh,  derived  from  tho  deiccudant*  uf 
the  aagacioua  old  |)oer,  and  many  other*  that  aro  recorded  of  him  »ulHce  to  con6rm  the 
character  he  enjoyed  for  *hrowd  wit  and  eminent  itbllity.  Directly  oppo*ito  to  thi*,  a 
building,  characteriaed  by  very  remarkable  architectural  feature*,  wa*  peculiarly  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  tho  local  antiquary.     Tradition,  which  reprenonted  tho  old  Earl  of  Had- 


>  At  Booittjr,  in  tb»  liuiiitdUU  D*i(UbuuthouJ,  »  ounipiui/  of  brawan  wm  MUblUhaJ  jut  nrljr  •*  IfitS.  — Hitk  ot 
Klu(  JkUM  tb<  8«il,  \>.  347. 
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dington'i  maniion  m  having  been  the  residence  of  the  French  embaasy  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  had  aiaigned  to  thia  antique  fabric  the  nnmo  of  "  Tiie  French  Ambassador'! 
Chapel,"  which  we  have  retained  in  the  accompanying  engraving,  in  the  absence  of  any 
more  distinctive  title.  An  ornamental  pediment,  which  surmounted  its  western  wing,  waa 
decorated  with  tVe  heads  of  the  Twelve  A{)08tles,  rudely  sculptured  along  the  outer  cornice ; 
and  on  the  top  a  figure  was  seated  astride,  with  the  logs  extended  on  either  side  of  the 
cornice.  It  is  supposed  to  have  licen  designed  as  a  representation  of  our  Saviour,  but  the 
npper  part  of  the  figure  had  long  been  broken  away.  This  pediment,  as  well  as  the  sculp- 
tured lintel  of  the  main  doorway,  and  other  ornamental  portions  of  the  edifice,  were  removed 
to  Coat's  House,  and  are  now  built  into  difierent  parts  of  the  north  wing  of  that  old  man- 
iion. But  the  sculpture  which  surmounted  the  entrance  of  this  curious  building  was  no  less 
worthy  of  notice  than  its  singular  (wdiment ;  fur,  while  the  one  was  adorned  with  the 
■acred  emblems  of  the  Apostles  and  the  figure  of  our  iSaviour,  the  other  exhibited  no  less 
mysterious  and  horrible  a  guardian  than  \  Warwolj.  It  was,  in  truth,  with  its  motto, 
Speravi  kt  Invkni — no  unmeet  representative  of  Ihinyau'u  Wicket  Gate,  with  a  hideous 
monster  at  the  door,  enough  to  frighten  poor  Merry  into  a  swoon,  and  nothing  but  Chris- 
tian charity  and  AiH)stolic  graces  within ;  though  the  latter,  it  must  be  confessed,  did  not 
include  that  of  beauty.  "  I  shall  end  hero  four-footed  boasts,"  says  Nisbet,  "  only  men- 
tioning one  of  a  monstrous  form  carried  with  us.  Its  body  is  like  a  wolf,  having  four  feet 
with  long  toes  and  a  tail ;  it  is  headed  like  a  man ; — called  in  our  books  a  werwolf /)(MMnt, — 
and  three  stars  in  chief  argent ;  which  arc  albo  to  be  seen  cut  upon  a  stone  above  an  old 
entry  of  a  house  in  the  Cowgate  in  Edinburgh,  above  t)io  foot  of  Libberton's  Wynd,  which 
belonged  formerly  to  the  name  of  Dickison,  whic'i  name  seems  to  be  from  the  Dicksous  by 
the  stars  which  they  carry." '  Who  the  owner  o.  these  rare  armorial  bearings  was  does 
not  now  appear  from  the  titles,  but  the  style  of  ornament  that  prevailed  on  the  building 
renders  it  exceedingly  probable  that  it  formed  the  residence  of  some  of  the  eminent  eccle- 
siastical dignitaries  with  wliifh  the  Cowgate  once  abounded.  The  destruction  of  the  vener- 
able alley,  Lib'oerton's  Wynd,  that  formed  the  chief  thoroughfare  to  the  High  Street 
from  this  part  of  the  Cowgate,  involved  iu  its  ruin  an  old  tenement  situated  behind  the 
curious  building  described  above,  which  possessed  {icculiar  claims  to  interest  as  the  birth- 
place of  Henry  Mackenzie,  "  Tlie  Man  of  Feeling."  It  was  pointed  out  by  himself  as 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  at  a  public  meeting  which  he  attended  late  in  life.  He  resided 
at  a  later  period,  with  his  own  wife  and  family,  in  hia  father's  housv.-,  on  one  of  the  floors  of 
M} LellatC a  Land,  a  lofty  tenement  which  forms  the  last  in  the  range  of  houses  on  the  north 
side  of  the  street,  where  it  joins  the  Grassmarket.  This  building  acquires  peculiar  interest 
from  the  associations  we  now  connect  with  another  of  its  tenants.  Towards  the  middle 
of  last  century,  the  first  fioor  was  occupied  by  a  respectable  clergyman's  widow,  Mrs  Syme, 
a  sister  of  Principal  Uoberlson,  who  maintained  an  establishment  there  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  a  few  boarders  in  this  genteel  and  eligible  quarter  of  the  town.  At  that  time 
Henry  Brougham,  Esq.  of  Brougham  Hall,  arrived  in  Edinburgh,  and  took  up  his  quar- 
ters under  Mrs  Synic's  roof.  He  had  wandered  northward  to  seek,  in  change  of  scene, 
some  alleviation  of  grief  consequent  on  the  death  of  his  betrothed  mistress.     It  chanced. 


*  Mi>b«t'r  Herftlilry,  vol.  i.  p.  33S.    The  ihielil,  however,  su  far  diScra  from  Nubet'i  deKriptioD,  that  it  bean  a 
ertutnt  bttaim  two  Han  in  cliief. 
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however,  that  hi*  hosteia  had  a  fair  and  witty  daughter,  with  whom  he  fell  in  love,  and 
forgetting  hii  early  lorrowa,  he  married  her,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Edinburgh.  Tlie  young  oouplo  continued  to  reside  for  some  time  after  their  marriage 
in  the  old  lady's  house  in  the  Cow^ute ;  and  thereafter  removing  to  No.  19  St  Andrew's 
Square,  Henry  Brougham,  the  Aiture  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  was  born  there  in  the 
year  1779.     The  elder  Brouglmm  lies  buried  in  Ilestalrig  Churchyard. 

Almost  directly  opposite  to  St  Magdalene's  Chapel,  a  large  and  heavy-looking  old 
mansion  faces  the  street,  with  a  broad  arched  gateway  opening  into  an  enclosed  court, 
and  two  entrances  from  the  street  to  the  interior  of  the  mansion,  each  of  them  sur- 
mounted with  its  appropriate  legend.  Within,  a  handsome  but  wofully  dilapidated 
oaken  staircase  remains,  and  the  interior  exhibits  other  traces  of  bygone  splendour, 
amid  the  shreds  and  tatters  of  poverty  that  form  the  chief  tapestry  of  the  old  halls  of 
the  Cowgate  in  modern  days.  This  extensive  tenement  is  the  mansion  built  by  the 
celebrated  Sir  Thomas  Ho])c,  king's  advocate  of  Charles  I.,  and  yet  the  foremost  among 
those  who  organised  the  determined  opiwsition  to  that  monarch's  schemes  for  remodelling 
the  Scottish  Church,  which  led  at  length  to  the  great  civil  war.  Over  one  of  the  door- 
ways is  inscribf ',  Tecvm  Habita,  1010,  while  the  lintel  of  the  principal  entrance  boars 
this  laconic  motto,  now  so  much  dofstccd  as  to  be  nearly  undecipherable,  At  Hoshes 
HvMo,  which  proves  to  be  an  anagram  of  the  name  of  its  celebrated  builder.*  The 
philosophy  of  its  old  founder's  motto  seems  to  acquire  a  new  force  in  the  degradation  that 
has  befallen  the  dwelling-place  of  the  crafty  statesman,  wherein  he  schemed  the  over- 
throw of  the  throne  and  government  In  this  ancient  mansion,  in  all  probability,  the 
bold  councils  were  held  that  first  checked  the  unfortunate  Charles  I.,  and  gave  confidence 
to  those  who  were  already  murmuring  aguiust  his  impolitic  measures.  Here  too  we  may, 
with  considerable  confidence,  presume  the  National  Covenant  to  have  been  drawn  up, 
and  the  whole  scheme  of  policy  matured  by  which  the  unhappy  monarch  found  himself 
foiled  alike  in  the  Parliament,  the  Assembly,  and  in  the  decisive  Battle  of  Longmarston- 
Moor.  In  the  same  house,  Mary,  Countess  of  Mar,  daughter  of  Esme,  Duke  of  Ijcnnox, 
died  on  the  11th  of  May  1044.'  Both  Bailie's  Court — iit  one  time  the  residence  of  Lord 
Kennet — and  Allison's  Clo^e,  which  a  few  years  ogo  was  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
alleys  in  the  Cowgate — are  decorated  at  their  entrances  with  passages  selected  from  the 
Psalms,  a  custom  that  superseded  the  older  mottoes  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  Beyond  these,  however,  there  still  remain  several  tenements  of 
considerable  antiquity  and  great  variety  of  character ;  and  in  particular  one  old  timber- 
fronted  land,  with  the  rude  unglazed  loop-holes,  or  sfiot  nindom»,  which  were  doubtless 


1  "  If  tL«  houM  near  Cowgnt-head,  north  qrile  that  atreet,  wu  built  by  Sir  Tbumu  Hope,  «■  is  auppowd,  the  in. 
■eripUoD  upoi)  one  of  the  lintall-slonoa  aupporta  thii  etymologie— [via.,  that  the  Hopoa  derive  their  name  from  Uoublcn 
the  Hup  plant,  and  nut  from  Btptranet,  the  virtue  uf  the  mind]— fur  the  nnugi.un  ia  At  Notpci  llumo,  anJ  has  all  the 
letters  of  Thomaa  Houpe." — Coltneaa  Collectiuna,  Maitlanil  Club,  p.  Id. 

•  Sir  Thomaa  Hupe'a  Diary,  n.  20S.  The  "  ExtracU  from  the  Counteaa  of  Mar's  Huuaehold  Book,"  by  0.  K. 
Sbarpe,  Esq.,  containa  many  very  curioua  local  olluaious,  r.g.  .—"Jan.  7,  1639.— Given  to  the  poor  at  Nidrioa  wynd 
head,  as  my  Lady  cam  from  the  Treasurer  deputes  [Lord  Carmicliael],  fl  sh.  Aug.  lO-ll.— I'ayit  to  the  custome  of 
the  Water  Oate  for  ten  horses  that  enterit  with  my  La.  carryage,  lOd.  6  Sept.— To  the  gardener  in  ye  Abay  yard  who 
preaentit  to  my  Laidy  aue  flour,  6  ah.  16  Sept.- Payit  for  twa  torchea  to  lighten  on  my  Laidy  to  the  Court  with  my 
Laidy  Harquease  of  Huutlie,  24  ah.  1041.-6  Oct'  y'  ilay  to  yo  Abay  Kirk  broad,  as  my  Laidy  went  to  the  aermon, 
6  ah.,  &o." 

2t 


mm 


wm 


SSO 


MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


the  uiiul  lubititute  with  our  limple  furofatheri  for  the  comfortable  glazed  saah  that  now 
admit!  the  moruing  boarai  to  the  meanoitt  dwelling,  (kwiii  Douglan,  in  hii  prologtia 
to  the  Mventli  book  of  the  "  iEnoid,"  which  contains  a  description  of  winter,  warned 
that  the  "  day  in  dawing  "  hj  the  whistling  of  a  norry  gled,  and  glancing  througli 

A  Mhul  w/ndu  unwhtt,  *  lltill  on  obar, 
PaiMVjrl  till  mornjrng  lilt,  wan,  md  liv, 

Douglas,  at  the  time  ho  undertook  his  vigorous  translation  of  Virgil,  was  Provost  of  the 
Collegiate  Church  of  St  (HIus,  and  we  could  hardly  wish  for  more  -coucluHive  evidence  of 
the  general  pruvaleuco  of  this  rude  device  throughout  the  Scottish  capital  during  the 
prosperous  era  of  the  reign  of  James  IV.,  than  the  very  natural  and  graphic  manner  in 
which  the  keen  wintry  pros{)ect  hu  espies  through  his  half-open  shutter  is  described,  and 
the  comfortable  picture  of  his  own  blazing  hearth,  where  ho  solaces  himself  by  t  ie 
resumption  of  his  pleasing  task  : — 

Th«  daw-dn>ppU  oongslit  on  itibkill  uid  ryud, 

Aud  whwp  lialliUnyi  mortfundtit  ul  kjrud, 

lloppsnd  un  tb«  tliiik  and  un  the  uuuy  by : 

The  Mihol  I  oloilt,  and  draw  inwart  in  by, 

Cbyvirrand  for  oald,  tha  aaaaon  waa  lu  auell, 

Scbupa  wilb  hayt  flauiija  to  flaym  tht  (raaayng  (all. 

And  aa  I  bownyt  ma  to  tbe  (yra  ma  by,  , 

Baith  up  and  down  tha  bowa  I  dyd  aapy  : 

And  aaaand  Virgill  on  ana  lattron  ataod. 

To  writ*  onona  1  bynt  a  pan  in  band. 

Another  of  these  picturesque  tenements  is  Palfrey's  or  the  King's  Head  Inn,  a  fine 
antique  stone  land  built  about  the  reign  of  Charles  1.  An  inner  court  is  enclosed  by  the 
buildings  behind,  and  it  long  roimiued  one  of  the  best  frequented  inni)  of  old  Edinburgh, 
being  situated  nearly  at  the  junction  of  two  of  the  principal  approaches  to  the  town 
from  the  south  and  west.  From  the  stylo  and  apparent  age  of  the  building,  however, 
there  can  be  little  question  that  its  original  occupants  ranked  among  the  old  Scottish 
aristocracy. 

In  making  the  excavations  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a  handsome  suit  of  additional 
court-rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Lords  Ordinary,  built  to  the  south  of  the  old 
Parliament  Hall  towards  the  close  of  1844,  some  curiouit  (liscovurics  were  made,  teudiug 
to  illustrate  the  changes  that  have  been  effected  on  the  Cow^iitc  during  tlio  last  four 
centuries.  In  the  space  cleared  by  the  workmen,  on  the  site  of  tlic  Uld  Purlianieut  Stairs, 
a  considerable  fragment  of  the  firrtt  city  wall  wus  laid  bare  :  a  solid  and  substantial  mass 
of  masonry,  very  different  from  the  hasty  suijerstructuro  of  lijl3.  On  tlie  sloping  ground 
to  the  south  of  this,  ut  about  fourteen  feet  below  the  surface,  a  range  of  strong  oaken 
coffins  were  found  lying  close  togetlicr,  and  containing  human  remains.  In  one  skull 
the  bruin  remained  so  fresh  as  to  show  the  vermicular  form  of  niirfueo,  ulthuugh  the 
ancient  Churchyard  of  St  Giles,  of  which  these  were  doubtless  some  of  the  latest  occu- 
pants, ha<l  ceased  to  be  used  as  a  place  uf  sepulture  since  tlie  grant  of  the  iircy friars' 
gardens  for  that  purjwse  in  1560.  The  form  of  these  coffins  wus  curious,  being  quite 
straight  at  the  sides,  but  with  their  lids  rising  into  ii.  ridge  in  the  centre,  and  altogether 
closely  resembling  in  form  the   stone   coffins  of  a  still  curlier  ciO,      During  the  same 
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operatioDi,  the  workmen  found  licyond  the  old  city  wnll,  and  at  k  depth  of  eighteen  feet 
below  the  level  of  the  preiont  ('owf^ntc,  a  common  nlmped  Iwrrel,  about  nix  feet  high, 
■tanding  upright,  imbedded  eighteen  inchce  deep  in  a  Rtratum  of  blue  clay,  and  with  a 
maaiive  itone  betide  it  The  appearance  of  the  whole  «uggo*tcd  the  idea  that  the  barrel 
had  been  no  placed  to  collect  the  rain  water  firom  the  eavei  of  a  neighbouring  bonne,  and 
with  a  Rtepping-itono  to  cniible  any  one  to  reach  ita  contents.  At  a  little  diotance  from 
this,  to  the  westward,  and  about  the  same  depth,  a  largo  cop])er  vciiel  waa  found,  measuring 
ftilly  eighteen  inches  in  diameter  by  six  inches  deep.  This  interesting  relic  is  now  deposited 
in  the  Museum  of  the  Hocioty  of  Antiquaries,  along  with  some  {lortions  of  the  barrel  staves, 
and  there  can  be  no  qncstion  that  lH>th  had  formed  at  a  very  remote  period  part  of  the 
curta  tupellex  of  a  citizen  of  note.  Tlie  size  of  the  topper  vessel  is  of  itself  n  proof  of  its 
owner's  wealth,  and  could  only  have  Wlonged  to  some  person  of  distinction.  But  the 
most  curious  inference  derived  from  these  discoveries  is  the  evidence  they  afford  of  the 
gradual  rising  of  the  street  in  thn  course  of  ages.  Some  years  before  a  pavement  was 
discovered,  about  twelve  feet  below  the  surface,  in  digging  towards  the  east  end  of  the 
Cowgate  for  a  large  drain,  an  1  here  domestic  utensils,  at  a  still  lower  level,  proved  how 
gradual,  yet  unceasing,  must  have  been  the  progress  of  this  phenomenon  common  to 
all  nnc-ient  cities.  From  the  want  of  imlico  regulations  in  the  Middle  Ages,  refuse  and 
rubbish  accumulated  on  the  street,  and  became  trodden  down  into  a  firm  soil,  until 
even  pavements  were  lost  sight  of,  and  the  bases  of  the  buildings  wore  adapted  to  the  new 
level.' 

In  the  ancient  title-deeds  of  Merchant's  Court,  already  referred  to  as  the  mansion  of 
the  Earl  of  Haddington,  it  is  described  as  "that  great  lodging,  with  the  yaird,  well,  closa, 
and  pert'  thereof,  lying  betwixt  ye  lands  pertoining  to  umq'*  Wm.  Speed,  bailie,  and  ane 
certain  trance  regal,  leading  to  ye  Giuyfrer's  Port,  on  yo  west.  The  arable  land,  or  croft 
of  the  Sisters  of  yo  Nuns  of  ye  Sheyns,  on  ye  south,  Ac."  On  a  part  of  this  ground  lying 
to  the  dnuth  of  the  (!owgHce,  and  belonging  to  the  ('onvcnt  of  St  Catherine  de  Sienna,  a 
corporation  was  egtablishcd  bo  early  o»  1908,  for  the  brewing  of  ale  and  beer,  commodities 
which  have  ever  since  been  foremost  among  the  staple  productions  of  Edinburgh,  llie 
name  Society,  which  stili  pertoins  to  this  fiart  of  the  tov;n, preserves  a  record  of  this  ancient 
compony  of  brewers,  and  from  the  some  cause,  the  neighbouring  Greyfri&rs  or  Bristow 
Port,  is  frequently  styled  Society  Port.*  Between  this  and  tlio  Cowgate  lies  the  once 
fashionable  districr,  wii'ch  a  correspondent  of  the  Edinbunjh  Advertiser  in  1704  styles 
"  that  very  elegant  8(jnnr»  ca'led  Brown  Square,"  and  which  he  thinks  wants  nothing  to 
complete  its  beauty  but  ■■*  an  elegant  statue  of  his  Majesty  in  the  middle  I  "  Such  a  \.ft.- 
ject  might  not  mow  seem  so  extravagant,  siaee  the  improvers  of  the  neighbourhood  have 
swept  away  the  east  and  west  sidee  of  it,  and  thrown  it  open  to  the  gi'cat  public  thorough- 
faro  of  the  neijc,hbourhood ;  but  at  that  time  it  was  a  little  square  area  not  so  large  aa 

'  Seotrmm,  Nov.  16,  1844. 

'  "  Tin  foumUtioii  end  bi.I'dliiK  at  the  li'-wwin  for  iiill  and  Leir  brewing,  besyi*.  the  Onijrfrier  Port,  callit  the  Sooletie, 
waa  begun  in  the  yeir  of  UikI,  \Wi."—ll<U.  of  Kinn  Jamei  the  Sext,  p.  374.  "  Ap.  211,  1508.  In  je  Ijeginning  of  yit 
inonetb,  the  Sooiotie  begun  to  j'  work  nt  the  Oray  Friar  Kirke."— flirrt/  «  Diary.  A  oiiriiue  fragment  of  thn  Old  Town  wall 
rtiniaina  to  the  luuth  o(  Society  biiiUlinge,  and  one  of  thorn,  buiit  uimn  it,  is  a  lingular  and  unique  e|>«cinieD  of  ewly 
architecture,  wroutjht  in  omaniiintal  {mneU  between  the  windowi,  and  with  deep  eavce  t<>  the  roof,  aomewhat  in  the 
■tyle  of  the  old  brick  and  tinilier  fronte,  con  mon  "t  Canteibury  and  other  nncient  Engliah  tuwna.  Adjoining  thii  waa  a 
long-eatabliibed  bivem,  whicli  bore  the  quaint  name  of  the  Hole  in  the  ll'a'. 
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nuwy  %  gautleiDku's  iiUltlo^ynril,  with  tho  uhutf  ttpitronoh  to  it  by  »  />«W,  or  itrchw*y, 
iVom  tho  hood  of  tho  Canillonwker't  Itow.  lUnk  and  fMhion,  howercr,  ulone  rc«ort«<l  to 
the  admired  locality,  whilo  it  wna  no  Iom  worthy  of  note  a«  a  haunt  of  the  munot.  Ilcrt 
waa  the  roiidi-nce  of  I>r  Aimtin,  already  roforrod  to,  in  a  houw  at  the  north-wett 
corner  I  and  a  few  doori  fVoni  thin,  in  the  building  on  the  weit  lide  thronifh  which  the 
itrohed  entry  led  into  ('andlcmakor  Itow,  dwelt  for  abore  twenty  yean  Hie*  Jeanie  Elliot, 
the  author  of  tho  beautiAil  verHion  of  tho  "  Flowore  o'  the  Forent,"  beginning,  **  I  're 
hoard  them  lilting  at  tho  ewe-milking."  Hho  waa  tho  (Unghtor  of  Hir  Uillwrt  Klliot  of 
Minto,  and  i(  doNcribed  by  a  contemporary  an  "  a  romnrkubly  agreeable  old  maiden  Indy, 
with  a  prodigiouH  Amd  of  Scottith  anecdote."  It  ii  added,  im  worthy  of  record,  that  ihe 
waa  porhafM  tho  only  lady  of  her  tinio  in  Kdinburgh  who  hod  her  own  aednn  chnir, 
which  wa«  kept  in  the  lobby  of  hor  houne  I  Honry  Miickunzio  ArHt  took  up  hou*o  for  hini- 
Holf  in  tho  middle  tononiunt,  Ktill  fttanding  on  tho  iiouth  itidc,  whilo  tho  celobrntod  liord 
WoodhouBcleo  uicupiod  onu  of  i\wM'.  now  demoliHhud.  The  middle  house  on  tho  north 
side,  a  largo  and  commodiouH  nmuRion,  itill  rotitinH  almuduiit  tnicott  of  formur  grandeur, 
and  chiefly  in  thu  large  dmwing-room  on  thn  flr«t  floor,  which  w  dccorutud  with  a  Mories 
of  Iaud8ca|)08,  intur«per«od  with  floral  groups  and  other  fancy  devices,  evidently  in  imita- 
tion of  tho  painted  chaml)er  at  Milton  Houmo,  though  tho  work  of  a  Iota  skilful  artist. 
This  was  tho  residence  of  Sir  Tlionuis  Miller,  of  Darskimming  and  Olculec,  Bart.,  Lord 
President  of  tho  Court  of  Session,  who  died  there  in  1780.  Ho  was  (>accoodod  in  it  by  his 
Hon,  Sir  William,  promoted  to  the  l>cnch  under  the  title  of  Lord  Glonleo,  and  who,  when 
all  other  claimants  to  rank  or  (jcntility  had  long  deserted  every  nook  of  tho  Old  Town, 
resisted  the  fashionable  tide  of  emigration,  and  retained  this  as  his  town  mansion  till  his 
death  in  1840.  Indeed,  such  was  the  attachment  of  this  vonoraMo  Judge  to  his  old  dwelling, 
that  he  rejected  a  handsomo  offer  for  tho  reversion  of  it,  because  tho  proposing  purchaser, 
who  designed  converting  it  into  a  printing  oflicc,  refused  to  become  bound  to  prcierve  the 
paintings  on  its  walls. 


m 


VKiMlEr*s— Uulbio  Niahe,  CulUga  Wynd. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


THE  WEST  BOW  AND  SUBURBS. 


iSllLLM'tf;"^ 


TN  the  centre  of  the  ancient  city  there 
stood,  till  a  few  years  since,  a 
strange,  crooked,  steep,  and  altogether 
singular  and  piotaresqne  aveuae  from 
the  High  Street  to  the  low  valley  on  the 
south,  in  which  the  more  ancient  exten- 
sions of  the  once  circumscribed  Scottish 
capital  are  reared.  Scarcely  anything 
can  be  conceived  more  cnrions  and  whim- 
sically grotesque  than  its  array  of  irre- 
gular stone  gables  and  timber  galleries, 
that  seemed  as  if  jostling  one  another 
for  room  along  the  steep  and  narrow 
thoroughfare;  while  the  busy  throng 
were  toiling  up  or  hurrying  down  its 
precipitous  pathways,  amid  the  ceaseless 
din  of  braziers'  and  tinsmiths*  hammers, 
for  which  it  was  famed,  and  the  rumbling 
of  wheels,  accompanied  with  the  voci- 
ferous shouts  of  a  host  of  noisy  assist- 
ants, as  some  heavy-laden  wain  creeked 
and  groaned  up  the  steep.  Tlie  modern 
visitor  who  now  sees  the  Bomhead,  an  open 
area  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  Castle 
drawbridge,    and    then    by    gradual  and 

easy  descent  of  long  flights  of  stairs,  and  the  more  gentle  modern  slope  of  Victoria 
Street,  at  length  reaches  The  Bomfoot  Well  in  the  Qrassmarket,  will  hardly  be  persuaded 
that  between  these  two  widely  different  elevations  there  extended  only  a  few  years 
since  a  thoroughfare  crowded  with  antique  tenements,  quaint  inscriptions,  and  still 
more  strange  and  interesting  associations ;  unmatched  in  its  historic  and  traditionary 
memories  by  any  other  spot  of  the  curious  old  capital,  whose  memories  we  seek  to 
revive.  Here  were  the  Templar  Lands,  with  their  antique  gables,  surmounted  by  the 
cross  that  marked  them  as  beyond  the  reach  of  civic  corporation  laws,  and  with  their  old- 

VianiTtB— Uajor  Welr'«  Houw. 
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world  MMointioni  with  the  knighti  of  St  John.  Here  wm  the  itrftnge  old  timber-fW>nted 
tenement,  where  rank  hnd  beauty  held  their  aaaembliea  in  the  olden  time.  Here  wu  the 
FroTOit'i  lodging  where  Prinoe  Oharlea  and  hia  elated  oonnwHora  were  entertained  in 
174S,  and  adjoining  it  there  remained  till  the  laat  a  momento  of  hia  royal  anoeator,  Jamea 
II. 'a  matiire  wall,  and  of  the  old  Port  or  Bom  whereat  the  magiatratea  were  wont  to 
preaent  the  silver  keys,  with  many  a  grave  and  ooitly  ceremonial,  to  each  monarch  who 
entered  hit  Scottiah  capital  in  state.  Down  this  ateep  the  confessors  of  the  OoTenant  were 
hurried  to  execution.  Here,  too,  waa  the  old-faahioned  fore  stair  over  which  the  amaaed  and 
stupified  youth,  who  long  after  sat  on  the  bench  under  the  title  of  Lord  Monboddo,  gaaed  in 
dreamy  horror  as  the  wretched  Pnrteous  was  dragged  to  the  scene  of  his  crime,  on  the  night 
of  the  7th  September  1736,  and  near  by  stood  the  booth  at  which  the  riotera  paused, 
and  with  ostentatious  deliberation  purchased  the  rope  wherewith  he  was  hung  at  its  foot. 
Nor  must  we  forget,  among  its  most  durable  memorabilia,  the  wisards  and  ghosts  who 
claimed  possessions  in  its  mysterious  alleys,  maintaining  their  rights  in  defiance  of  the 
march  qf  inUtleet,  and  only  violently  ejected  at  last  when  their  habitations  were  tumbled 
about  their  ears. 

Thia  curious  sig-zag  steep  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  ancient  streets  in  the  Old 
Town,  and  probably  existed  aa  a  roadway  to  the  Castle,  while  Edwin'a  burgh  was  com- 
prised in  a  few  mud  and  straw  huts  scattered  along  the  higher  slope.  Enough  still  re- 
mains of  it  to  show  bow  singularly  picturesque  and  varied  were  the  teneuieBts  with  which 
it  once  abounded.  At  the  corner  of  the  Lawnmarket  is  an  antique  fabric,  reared  ere 
Newton's  law  of  gravitation  was  dreamt  of,  and  seeming  rather  like  one  of  the  mansions 
of  Laputa,  whose  builders  had  discovered  the  art  of  constructing  houses  from  the  chimney- 
tops  downward  t  A  range  of  slim  wooden  posts  sustains  a  pile  that  at  every  succes- 
sive story  shoots  farther  into  the  street  until  it  bears  some  resemblance  to  an  inverted 
pyramid.  It  is,  nevertheless,  a  fine  example  of  an  old  burgher  dwelling.  The  gablea 
and  eaves  of  its  north  front,  which  appear  in  the  engraving  of  the  Weigh-house,  are 
richly  carved,  and  the  whole  forms  a  remarkably  striking  specimen,  the  finest  that  now 
remains,  of  an  ancient  timber-land.  Next  comes  a  atone-land,  with  a  handsome  polished 
ashlar  fr  at  and  gabled  attics  of  the  time  of  Charles  I.  Irregular  string  courses  decorate 
the  walls,  and  a  shield  on  the  lowost  crow-step  bears  the  initials  of  its  first  proprietors, 
I.  0.,  I.  B.,  with  a  curious  merchant's  mark  between.  A  little  lower  down,  in  one  of  the 
numerous  supplementary  i-ecesses  that  added  to  the  contortions  of  this  strangely-crooked 
thoronghfare,  a  handsomely  sculptured  doorway  meets  the  view,  now  greatly  dilapidated 
and  time-worn.  Though  receding  from  the  adjoining  building,  it  forms  part  of  a  stone 
turnpike  that  projects  considerably  beyond  the  tenement  to  which  it  belongs :  so  numer- 
ous were  once  the  crooks  of  the  Bow,  where  every  tenement  seemed  to  take  up  its  own 
independent  standing  with  perfect  indifference  to  ihe  position  of  its  neighbours.  On  a 
curiously-formed  dormer  window  which  surmounts  the  staircase,  the  city  motto  appears 
to  have  been  cut,  but  only  the  first  word  now  remains  legible.  Over  the  doorway  below, 
a  large  shield  in  the  centre  of  the  lintel  bears  the  Williamson  arms,  now  greatly  defaced 
with  this  inscription  and  date  on  either  side.  Sou  .  Dko  .  Honor  .  et  .  Qloria  .  D  .  W  . 
1.6.0.4.  The  initials  are  those  of  David  Williamson,  a  wealthy  burgess  in  the  time 
of  James  VI.    But  the  old  stair  once  possessed— or  was  believed  to  possess — strange  pro- 
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pertiM,  which  would  iMin  to  impljr  that  these  Muired  legends  were  not  always  effectual 
in  guarding  the  thresholds  orer  which  thej  were  inscribed  as  charms  against  the  approach 
of  eril.  A  low  vaulted  passage  immediately  adjoining  it  leads  through  the  tall  tenement 
to  a  narrow  court  behind,  and  a  solitary  and  desolate  abode,  once  the  unhallowed  dwelling- 
place  of  the  notorious  M igor  Weir.  The  wizard  had  cost  his  spell  over  the  neighbouring 
stair,  for  old  citiiens  who  have  ceased  to  tempt  such  giddy  steeps,  affirm  that  those  who 
ascended  it  of  yore  felt  as  if  they  were  going  down.  We  have  tried  the  ascent,  and — 
recommend  the  sceptical  to  do  the  same ;  happily  the  old  wisard's  spells  have  defied  even 
an  Improvements  Oommissiou  to  raxe  his  haunted  dwelling  to  the  ground.' 

No  story  of  witchcraft  and  necromancy  ever  left  so  general  and  deep-rooted  an  impres- 
sion on  the  popular  mind  as  that  of  Mi^jor  Weir ;  nor  was  any  spot  ever  more  celebrated 
in  the  annals  of  sorcery  than  the  little  court  at  the  head  of  the  Bow,  where  the  wizard 
and  his  sister  dwelt  It  appears,  however,  that  he  had  long  lodged  in  the  Oowgate  before 
he  took  up  house  for  himself,  as  we  learn  from  that  curious  old  book,  Raeaillae  Redivitus, 
that  Mitchell,  the  fanatic  assassin  who  attempted  the  life  of  Archbishop  Sharp  in  1008, 
"  afterwards  came  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  lived  some  years  in  a  widow's  house,  called 
Mrs  Orissold  Whitford,  who  dwelt  in  the  Cowgat,  and  with  whom  that  dishonour  of  man- 
kind, Miyor  Weir,  was  boarded  at  the  same  time." '  Unfortunately,  Widow  Whitford's 
house  is  no  longer  known,  as  we  can  scarce  doubt  that  the  lodging  of  such  a  pair  must 
still  be  haunted  by  some  awAilly  significant  memorial  of  their  former  abode.  Whatever 
was  his  inducement  to  remove  to  his  famed  dwelling  in  the  West  Bow,  it  was  only 
beseeming  its  character  as  a  favourite  haunt  of  the  most  zealous  Presbyterians,  that  one 
who  at  that  time  stood  in  eminent  repute  for  his  sanctity  should  choose  his  resting-place 
in  the  very  midst  of  "  the  Bowhead  Saints,"  as  the  cavalier  wits  of  his  time  delighted  to 
call  thum. 

The  reputation  of  this  prince  of  Scottish  wizards  rests  on  no  obscure  allusions  in  the 
legends  of  sorcery  and  superstition.  His  history  has  been  recorded  by  contemporary 
annalists  with  all  the  minuteness  of  awe-struck  credulity  and  gossipping  wonder,  and  has 
since  been  substantiated  as  an  article  of  the  vulgar  creed  by  numerous  supernatural 
evidences  in  corroboration  of  its  wildest  dittays.  M^or  Weir  was  the  son  of  a  Clydesdale 
proprietor,  and  served,  according  to  Professor  Sinclair,  as  a  lieutenant  in  Ireland  against 
the  insurgents  of  1641.  On  his  settling  in  Edinburgh^  he  entered  the  Town  Guard,  where 
he  afterwards  rose  to  the  rank  of  mi^jor.  Acoordiug  to  his  contemporary.  Master  James 
Frazer,  minister  at  Wardlaw,  who  saw  him  at  Edinburgh  in  1000,  "  his  garb  was  still  a 
cloak,  and  somewhat  dark,  and  he  never  went  without  his  staff.  He  was  a  tall  black  man, 
and  ordinarily  looked  down  to  the  ground;  a  grim  countenance,  and  a  big  nose.  At 
length  he  became  so  notourly  regarded  among  the  Presbyterian  strict  sect,  that  if  four 
met  together,  be  sure  Migor  Weir  was  one ;  and  at  private  meetings  he  prayed  to  admira- 


'  From  10016  *Uiuioni  to  an  apparition  that  diiappaarad  in  a  date  a  littlo  lower  down,  and  whioh  ii  giren  furtiier 
on,  from  "S-%la»'t  htUihU  World  Dismnrtd,"  it  haa  been  frequeotir  affirmed  o<  late  tliat  Major  Weir'a  houaa 
waa  among  tbe  tenement!  demolialted  in  1836,  but  popular  tradition  ia  tupportetl  by  legal  dooumentary  evidenoe  in 
fixing  on  the  houaa  deaoribed  in  the  text.— Tide,  p.  167.  Much  of  Sinolair'a  aeoount  of  the  Major  appeura  to  be  taken 
nearly  Terbatim  from  a  MS.  life^  in  "  Fraaer'a  Providential  Paaaagea,"  Advooatea'  Library,  dated  1670,  the  year  of  hia 
exeoution. 

*  RaTaillao  Redivivua,  p.  12. 
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kion,  which  made  nMoy  of  that  stamp  ooort  hia  ooDTena.  He  nerer  married,  bat 
lired  in  a  prirata  lodging  with  hii  liater  Qriul  Weir.  Many  retorted  to  hie  hooM  to 
hear  him  prajr,  and  Join  with  him  t  but  it  waa  obeerred  that  he  could  not  officiate  in 
any  holy  duty  without  the  black  itaff  or  rod  in  hie  band,  and  leaning  upon  it,  which 
made  thoae  who  heard  him  pray  admire  hie  flood  in  prayer,  hii  ready  extemporary  expres- 
iion,  hii  hearenly  geiture ;  lo  that  he  waa  thought  more  angel  than  man,  and  wu  termed 
by  Bome  of  the  holy  aiatera  ordinarily  AngtliaU  Tkomat."^  Thia  magical  blauk  ataff 
waa  no  lata  marvelloua  a  character  than  the  M^jor  himaelf.  According  to  Teracioua 
tradition,  it  waa  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  neighboura  to  aee  it  atep  in  and  tap  at  their 
countera  on  aome  errand  of  ita  maater,  or  running  before  him  with  a  lantern  aa  he  went 
out  on  nocturnal  bnaineaa,  and  gravely  walked  down  the  Lawnmarket  behind  hia 
myaterioua  link-boy. 

The  Miyor,  in  fact,  had  made  a  compact  with  the  Devil,  of  which  thia  waa  part  pay- 
ment t  but  the  foul  fiend  aa  uaual  overreached  his  dupe.  He  had  engaged,  it  would  aeem, 
to  keep  him  aoatheleaa  firom  all  dangera  but  one  bum.  The  accidental  naming  of  a  Mr 
Burn  by  the  waitera  of  the  Nether  Bow  Port,  aa  he  visited  them  in  the  course  of  his  duty, 
threw  him  into  a  fit  of  terror  that  lasted  for  weeks ;  and  the  intervention  of  a  water  brook 
called  Libberton  Burn  in  hia  way  waa  aufflcient  to  make  him  turn  back.  "  A  year  before 
he  discovered  himself,  he  took  a  sore  sickness,  during  which  he  spake  to  all  who  visited 
him  like  an  angel." '  He  found  it,  however,  impossible  longer  to  withstand  the  dreadfhl 
tortures  of  conscience ;  and  aummoning  aome  of  hia  neighboura  to  hia  bedaide,  he  made 
voluntary  confeaaion  of  crimes,  which  needed  no  aupernatural  accessories  to  render  them 
more  detestable.  His  confession  seemed  so  incredible,  that  the  magistratea  at  firat  refuaed 
to  take  him  into  custody ;  but  he  waa  at  length  carried  off  to  prison,  and  lodged  in  the 
Tolbooth  along  with  his  sister — the  partner,  if  not  the  victim,  of  one  of  his  crimes.  Aa 
might  have  been  expected,  atrange  and  aupernatural  appearanoea  accompanied  his  aeiaure. 
The  staff  was  secured  by  his  sister's  advice,  and  carried  to  prison  along  with  them.  A 
few  dollars  were  also  found,  wrapped  up  in  some  rags,  and  on  the  latter  being  thrown  into 
the  fire,  they  danced  in  circles  about  the  flames  in  an  unwonted  manner,  while  "  another 
clout,  found  with  some  hard  thing  in  it,  which  they  threw  into  the  flre  likewise,  circled  and 
sparkled  like  gunpowder,  and  passing  from  the  tunnel  of  the  chimney,  it  gave  a  crack  like 
a  little  cannon,  to  the  amazement  of  all  that  were  present" '  The  money  was  no  less 
boisterous  than  ita  wrappers,  and  threatened  to  pull  the  bailie'a  house  about  his  ears,  who 
had  taken  it  home  with  him.  On  being  carried  to  prison,  the  Miy'or  sunk  into  a  dogged 
apathy,  from  which  he  never  afterwards  revived,  furiously  rejecting  the  ministrations  of 
the  clergymen  who  visited  him,  and  replying  only  to  their  urgent  exhortations  with  the 
despairing  exclamation,  "  Torment  me  not  before  the  time ! "  adding,  with  somewhat  more 
philosophic  foresight,  according  to  another  annalist,  "  that  now,  since  he  was  to  go  to  the 
Devil,  he  would  not  anger  him."*  He  was  tried  Apiil  9,  1670,  and  confessed  himself 
guilty  both  of  possible  and  impossible  crimes.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  indeed,  that  the 
wretched  hypocrite  was  driven  desperate  by  the  stings  of  conscience,  and  felt  some  relief 
in  giving  the  Devil  a  share  of  his  misdeeds.     He  was  sentenced  to  be  strangled  and  burnt. 


'  FraMr'i  Proridential  PHaages.    MS.    AdroosW  Library. 
*  SatMi'i  InTUlble  World  DiacoTeml,  p.  146.  * 


Ihid,  p.  147. 


'  Law'i  Memorhli,  p.  88. 
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•nil  h«  ditd  M  ba  had  lived  Wbtn  bouD«i  to  th*  ■Uk«,  and  with  Um  ropa  abunt  kla  naok, 
ba  waa  utfi  to  M)r,  "  Ix>rd,  b«  nwrciAil  to  ma  i  "  but  ha  anawarad,  "  iM  ma  aiona,  I  will 
not  I  1  baTa  livad  aa  a  baaat,  and  t  muat  dla  aa  a  baaat."  Tha  llav.  Mr  fraaar  add*  i— "  Ilia 
black  atair  waa  caat  into  tha  lira  with  bim.  Whatavar  incantation  waa  in  it,  tha  paraona 
praaant  avar  yt  it  gav»  rare  turninga,  and  waa  long  a  burning,  aa  alao  bimMlf." 

Yha  revarand  author  of  '*  Hatan'a  Inviiibla  World  Diacovarad,"  daclinaa,  with  myatarioua 
aaanmptinnt  of  propriety,  to  diiouaa  what  inoantstion  waa  in  tha  black  ataff  that  siffunJ 
along  with  bim.  Nevrrthaleaa,  ha  talli  ua  anough  to  ihow  it  waa  no  ordinary  atiok.  On 
ona  of  tha  miniitara  returning  to  tha  Tolbooth  to  inform  (iritel  Wair  that  her  brother  waa 
barnt;  "  She  believed  nothing  of  it  i  but,  after  manj  atteatationa,  aha  naked  where  hie  ataff 
waa  f  for  it  leema  ahe  knew  that  bia  atrangth  and  life  lajr  therein.  He  told  her  it  waa 
burnt  with  him  t  whereupon,  nutwithatanding  of  her  age,  aha  nimbly,  and  in  a  furioua 
rage,  fell  on  her  kneec,  uttering  worda  horrible  to  be  remembered."  The  Mi^or'a  mother 
•ppeara  to  bavo  tet  the  example  of  witchcraft,  aa  bia  ■iatcr,  while  in  priton,  declared, 
"  Bhe  waa  |)friuaded  her  mother  waa  a  witch  i  '  for  the  lecreteat  thing  that  either  1  mytelf, 
or  any  of  the  family  could  do,  when  once  a  mark  ap|)eared  on  her  brow,  ahe  ouuld  tall  it 
them,  thiiugh  done  at  a  diatance.'  Being  demanded  what  aort  of  a  mark  it  waa  ?  itha 
aniwored, '  1  have  acme  luch  like  mark  myielf,  when  I  pleaae,  on  my  forehead.'  Where- 
upon ahe  offered  to  uncover  her  head  for  viaible  eatiafaotion  i  the  miniater  refuiing  to  behold 
it,  and  forbidding  any  diicovory,  waa  earneatiy  requested  by  aome  niNsotatora  to  allow  the 
freedom  ;  he  yielded.  She  put  back  her  headdreaa,  and  aeeming  to  fVown,  there  waa  aeen 
an  exact  horaa-ahoe  thaped  for  naila  in  her  wrinklea,  terrible  enough,  I  aaaure  you,  to  tha 
atouteat  beholder."  Thit  wretched  being  bad  nnqueationably  been  driven  mad  by  tha 
cruelty  of  her  brother,  and  to  her  ravings  may  be  traced  many  of  the  atrangest  traditiona 
of  the  West  Bow.  She  deacribed  a  fiery  chariot  that  came  for  them,  and  took  her  and  her 
brother  on  unearthly  erranda,  while  it  remained  invisible  to  othera  i  and  confessed  to  her 
enchanted  wheel,  by  means  of  which  aho  could  far  aurpasa  any  ordinary  spinner.  Bhe  waa 
condemned  to  be  hanged,  and  at  the  execution  conducted  heraelf  in  the  same  insane  manner, 
atmggling  to  throw  off  her  clothes,  that,  aa  she  expressed  it,  she  might  die  with  all  tk»  tkawu 
$Ae  could. 

There  were  not  lacking,  however,  credible  witnesses  to  confirm  the  most  extraordinary 
confeasions  of  Oriiel  Weir.  The  Rev.  Oeorge  Sinclair  relates,  on  the  authority  of  a 
gentlewoman,  a  substantial  merchant'a  wife,  and  a  near  neighbour  of  the  Mi^or,  that 
"  aome  few  days  before  he  discovered  himself,  tliia  gentlewoman  coming  iVom  the  Castlehill, 
where  her  husband's  niece  waa  lying  in  of  a  child,  about  midnight,  perceived  about  the 
Bowhead  three  women  in  windowa,  shouting,  laughing,  and  clapping  their  htnda.  The 
gentlewoman  went  forward,  till  just  at  Migor  Weir's  door  there  aroge,  n«  firom  thi  atreet,  a 
woman  about  the  length  of  two  ordinary  females,  and  stopped  forward.  The  gentlewoman, 
not  aa  yet  excessively  feared,  bid  her  maid  step  on,  if  by  the  lanthorn  they  could  see  what 
ahe  waa ;  but  haste  what  they  could,  this  long-legged  spectre  was  still  before  them,  moving 
her  body  with  a  vehement  cahination — a  great  unmeasurable  laughter.  At  this  rate  the 
two  strove  for  place,  till  the  giantess  came  to  a  narrow  lane  in  the  Bow,  commonly  called 
the  Stinking  Close,  into  which  she  turning,  and  the  gentlewoman  looking  after  her,  per- 
ceived the  close  full  of  flaming  torches,  and  as  it  had  been  a  great  multitude  of  |)eople, 
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■Untorinutljr  Unghlnf,  •mi  R»|>lnR  with  IhKm*  nt  UiiKhtor.  ,  .  .  Though  ilflk  «Uh  (li*r, 
ytl  ah*  w«nl  tha  Mil  morning  wlih  h«r  nmiit  to  vUw  ih«  nolMi  yXimt  of  h«r  Airmtr  nighl'i 
walk,  •nil  •(  lh«  cin**  inc|tiirml  wlm  livtMl  ih«r«?  It  wm  ftniw«r«<l,  Mi^»r  W«ir."  It  i* 
not  to  b«  woniUrmi  thiit  Mi^or  Wvir't  hnnin  ■hnuld  knv*  li««n  it»i»rt«tl  %ti»t  hi*  ilMth, 
•nil  (h«t  tniinjr  •  •trang*  «ounil  itnil  (V)«r<UI  iliht  ihoulii  hava  tMlilU<i  to  th«  iMtir*  hold  lh« 
|M)w«r*  of  iJarknM*  had  Mt«kli«h»<l  on  thii  d»itllinj(  of  thoir  •mliMriw.  Th«  •nohantMl 
■lair  wa«  ImIUvihI  to  have  r«turiivd  to  iU  {hmI,  anti  to  wait  a«  portwr  at  lh«  dnor.  Th«  hum 
of  tha  Mcrumantio  whaol  waa  haani  at  thn  daad  of  night,  and  tha  daaarlad  manainn  waa 
(oroatimaa  ai>«n  hiaaiiig  with  tha  lighla  of  aoina  vKlrinh  fa«tival,  whan  tha  Mi^»r  and  hia 
■latar  wara  iiipimaml  to  b«  antarlnlniiig  tha  Prinoa  of  l>arkn«a«.  Thara  war*  not  avan 
wanting  thoaa,  during  tha  laat  canliirjr,  who  wara  afltrmad  to  hava  aaan  tha  Mi^or  Uaua  al 
midnight  f^oin  tha  narrow  rl<HU),  moiinlad  on  a  haa<ll«a«  rltargtir,  and  gallop  off  in  a  whlrl« 
wind  of  Hama.  Tini«,  howavar,  wnrnght  ita  uaual  our«.  Tliu  Mi^or'a  viaita  iMieama  fawar 
and  laaa  oatantatioii*,  until  at  laiigtii  it  waa  only  at  rara  intcrvala  that  aome  midnight 
ravallar,  returning  homeward  through  tha  deaorted  How,  waa  atartlad  bjr  a  dark  and  ailanl 
ahadow  that  flittvd  acroaa  hia  path  aa  ho  ap|iruauhad  tlia  hauuta'l  oornar.  Tha  houaa  ia  now 
naad  aa  a  krukar'a  atora,  hut  tha  onljr  tanant,  during  well-nigh  two  oeuturiea,  who  hna  had 
tha  hardihoiMl  to  tampt  tha  riaiona  of  tha  night  within  ita  walla,  waa  aoarad  \>j  auoh  horribU 
aighta,  that  no  one  ia  likaljr  to  molaat  tha  Mi^jor'a  prirattjr  again.  Whan  all  theaay«rf« 
ara  conaiderad,  it  nami  not  axoita  our  wonder  that  thia  houaa  ahould  hava  aaoapad  avau  tha 
rabid  aaaaulta  of  an  Improvamenta'  Commiaaion,  that  ragad  ao  Horcaly  around  tha  kauntad 
domicile.  It  may  be  raaaonabljr  qnoittioned,  indawl,  whether,  if  workmen  ware  found  bold 
enough  to  raie  it  to  the  ground,  it  would  not  be  found  on  the  morrow,  tM  ttntu  quo,  grimly 
flrowning  defiance  on  ita  l>aHied  aaaailanta  I 

Such  are  the  aaaociationa  with  one  little  firagment  of  the  Bow  that  atill  exiatai  oar 
remaining  deacriptiona  miiat  lie,  alaa  t  of  thinga  that  wore,  and  that  appeared  ao  hideoua  to 
the  refined  taatea  of  our  civic  reformera,  that  they  have  not  grudged  the  coat  of  £400,000 
to  have  thorn  removed.  Directly  facing  the  low  archway  leading  into  Mi^or  Weir'a  Cloae 
waa  the  Old  Aaaembly  Ruoma,  bearing  the  date  1002,  and  doacribed  in  ita  ancient  title- 
dccda  aa  "  that  tenement  of  land  on  the  weat  aide  of  the  tranao  of  the  Over  Dow,  betwiit 
the  land  of  nmq'*  liord  Ruthvcn  on  the  north,  and  the  King'a  auld  wall  on  the  aouth 
parte."  Lord  Uuthvon'a  land,  which  apiteara  in  our  engraving  of  the  Old  Aaiembly  Ilooma, 
waa  an  ancient  timber-iVonted  tenement,  aimilar  to  thoao  we  have  deacrtbed  in  the  Caatle 
Hill.  It  poiaeaaed,  however,  a  |)eculiar  and  thrilling  intoreat,  if  it  waa — aa  we  conceive 
(nta  the  date  of  the  deed,  and  the  new  title  of  hia  aona,  it  muat  have  been — the  roanaion 
of  the  grim  and  mercileaa  baron,  who  atalked  into  the  chamber  of  Queen  Mary  on  that 
dire  night  of  the  0th  of  March  1060,  like  the  ghaatly  viaion  of  death,  and  atruok  home  hia 
dagger  into  the  royal  favourite,  whone  murder  he  aftcrwardu  claimed  to  have  chiefly  contrived. 
A  curioua  and  valuable  relic,  apparently  of  ita  early  proprietor,  waa  diacovered  on  the  demo- 
lition  of  thia  ancient  tenement.  Between  the  ceiling  and  floor  in  one  of  the  apartmenta,  a 
large  and  beautifuUy-chaaed  aword  waa  found  concealed,  with  the  acabbani  alnioat  com- 
pletely decayed,  and  the  blade,  which  waa  of  excellent  temper,  deeply  corroded  with 
raat  about  half-way  towarda  the  hilt.  The  point  of  it  waa  broken  ofi*,  but  it  atill  meaaured 
32^  inchea  long.    The  makcr'a  name,  Wilhblm  Wimbbro,  waa  inlaid  in  braaa  on  the  blade. 
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nU  davti*— MMnlBffljp  ft  pAir  of  |>liiiMr»~«M  tmgivHA  on  botli  ttJ**,  ■Mniw><nl<4  bjp  ft 
enroBat,  mkI  tnciroi«<l  on  th«  ottw  lUla  with  •  m<)tl»,  partly  ibheail,  uwl  on  IIm  otbcr  vllk 
hb  nMM  r»pMU«l,  BRil  tha  wunU  <«.  ««/.  ^Nyra.  VwIom  olhar  m<ill>Mt  w«n  mfnivad 
•mUl  lh«  ornanMnUl  witrk  vilh  «rhl(<h  tha  lilatk  wm  rowrtd,  tiwh  m,  IVmmv  aal  mm^,— 
hdt  fd  (tut  tttU,—l*r«  0rt»  H  /0ei»,-%nA  )Mi  4t«  fiortm,  TtiU  alnfMlwIy  ourliMM  mi4 
InUnattng  nlio  »m  prnmrtU  from  lh«  enntnetitra  •!  Iba  lima  of  iU  diaaovtry,  and  waa 
laat  in  Iha  powMiaion  of  tho  lata  Mr  HukH  l*BtMn.  Tha  mannar  of  Ita  owneaalmant,  anil  tiM 
Aana  nharaotar  of  Iha  oM  Uinl  ItuthvaL,  within  whoaa  uwlant  lodging  it  vaa  diMuvarad, 
may  raadiljr  anggvat  to  Iha  (Wnrjr  Ita  having  formatl  Iha  inatramant  of  avma  dark  and  blotidjr 
daad,  ara  It  waa  oonaignad  to  ita  atrnnga  hiding-plaoa. 

Tha  oharavtar  of  tlia  old  tanamant,  wharain  tha  aaaambliaa  of  fhahion  wara  hald  praviutta 
to  1720,  will  ha  baat  nnilaratiMid  by  a  rafaranoa  to  our  angraving,  Chrar  tha  doorway  of 
tha  prt^aoting  tnrnpika  waa  inaeribad  tha  motto,  In  Dohimo  CoitnDu— tha  titia  of  tha 
aiaTtnlh  Taalm  i  ami  Bbova  thia,  within  an  ornamental  panal,  tha  arma  of  the  (iomerTillaa 
wara  ae«l|itnrad,  with  tha  inltiala  F.  M.,  J.  W.,  and  tha  date  I  (WW.  Thaaa  ara  mamoriala 
of  I'atar  Bomonrilla,  marvhnnt,  and  "yin  of  tha  praaant  bailica,"  in  1(U4— a  wealthy 
burgiiar,  who  poaaaaaed  houaaa  in  diffarent  parta  of  tha  town,  and  whoaa  aon  and  hair, 
fiartholoroaw  Honwrrilla,  one  of  Iha  moat  liberal  oontributnra  tuwarda  tha  aatabliahmeni 
of  tha  infant  UniTanity,  haa  already  beau  referred  to  in  tha  account  of  tha  Lawnmarkei 
Hia  piotureaqna  old  gabled  tenement  a|tpeara  in  the  aame  view  to  which  we  have  referred 
for  hia  Aither'a  lodging. 

All  beyond  thia  building  lay  without  the  line  of  the  earlieat  town  walla.  A  piece  of 
tlieir  maaaive  maaonry  remained  aa  a  part  of  ita  aontlicrn  gable,  and  retained,  till  ita 
demolition,  one  of  the  iron  hooka  on  which  the  ancient  gate  had  hungt  though  it 
mnat  not  be  overlooked  that  thia  portal  of  the  city  waa  retained,  like  tha  modern 
Temple  Bar,  aa  the  appointed  acone  of  certain  civic  formulariea  and  long-eatabliahed 
atate  caremoniala,  for  nearly  two  .-«nturiea  after  it  had  been  aupplantad  in  ita  military 
(iinctiona  by  the  Weat  I'ort.  Tu  the  we«t  of  thia  waa  the  intricate  and  aingular  old 
manaion  of  I*rovoat  Stewart,  where  he  waa  lielii^ed  to  have  entertained  Prince  Charlea 
and  Bome  of  hia  principal  oflicera  in  1740,  and  to  li»ve  afforded  them  haaty  exit,  in  % 
very  myatorioua  faahion,  on  the  approach  of  a  (larty  deitpatched  by  Oeneral  Oueat  with 
an  urgent  invitation  for  their  company  in  the  Caatle.'  The  houae  waa  one  of  no  mean 
note,  and  apiicara  firom  ita  titlea  to  have  deacrvod  the  name  of  the  Mauaion  Ilonae — auch 
wu  the  lucccaaion  of  civic  dignitariea  that  dwelt  within  ita  walla.  It  ia  deacribed  aa 
"that  dwelling-honae  aome  time  poaaeaaed  by  umq**  Bailie  Oeorge  Clerk,  merchant! 
afterwarda  by  the  Countuaa  of  Houtheak ;  thereafter  by  Provoat  John  Oalnirn  i  thereafter 
by  Pruvoit  Ucorge  Halliburton ;  and  thereafter  by  the  laid  Provoat  Archibald  Htowart" 
Beyond  thia  wan  an  antique  timlier-fironted  tenement,  which  formed  of  old  the  manaion 
of  Napier  of  Wrychtiabouaia,  and  which  enjoyed  a  far  more  popular  r«)>utation,  aa 
containing  the  little  booth  Arom  whence  the  riotera  of  1730  procured  the  fatal  ro|H) 
with  which  Portooua  waa  hung.  Many  ruadera  will  remember  a  quaint  little  Dutch 
manikin,  with  huge  goggle  eyea,  and  a  bunch  of  flax  in  hia  hand,  who  preaided  over  ita 
threihold  in  latter  timei.     Hia  liiatory  waa  traced  for  conaiderably  more  than  a  oentory 

>  ADl•,^lIl. 
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H  an  intluntrioHii  bnrgher.  Ho  wan  imiMrted  fVom  Holland,  it  ii  bellered,  near  the  be- 
ginning of  liut  century,  and  flrit  did  duty  with  vpade  in  hand  at  a  leodimau'a  door  in  the 
Canongato  i  fW>m  thence  ho  |Nuwed  to  a  grocer  in  the  High  Street,  and  aoon  after  he  made 
hit  appearance  in  tlie  Dow,  whore  hie  antiquated  coitume  contorted  well  with  the  old- 
fathioned  neiglibouriiood.  Hinoe  the  deiitructiob  >f  thia,  liii  laat  retreat,  ho  haa  found  a  fit 
roAige  in  the  lobby  of  the  Antiquarian  Muaoum.  On  the  oppoaite  aide  of  the  atreet,  the 
laat  tenement  on  tho  oaat  aide  of  the  Arat  turning,  and  aituated,  aa  ita  titlea  oxpreaa,  "  with- 
out the  place  where  the  old  Bow  atood,"  waa  popularly  known  aa  the  Cloekmaker't  Land, 
It  had  Itcon  occupied  in  the  reign  of  Charlea  II.  by  Paul  Romieu,'  an  ingeniona  knock' 
maAtT,  who  ia  believed  to  have  boon  ono  of  the  French  rei\igeoa,  conipolled  to  foraake  hia 
untivo  land  on  the  revocation  of  tho  Edict  of  Nun  tea.  In  1A75,  aa  appeara  from  the 
recorda  of  the  Corporation  of  Hammermen,  a  watch  waa,  for  the  firat  time,  added  to  the 
knoukmakor'a  oaaay,  provioua  to  which  duto  it  ia  probablo  that  watchea  were  entirely  im- 
{Mrted.  There  remained  on  the  fVont  of  thia  ancient  tenement,  till  ita  demolition,  acme 
portiona  of  a  curioua  piece  of  moclianiam  which  had  formed  tho  aign  of  ita  ingenioua  tenant. 
Thia  waa  a  gilt  ball  reproaonting  the  moon,  originally  mode  to  revolve  by  clockwork,  and 
which  ci^oyod  to  tho  laat  a  aharo  of  the  admiration  beatowed  on  tho  wondera  of  tho  Bow. 
Other  and  more  curioua  orectiona  than  thoae  we  have  deacribcd  had  occupied  the  ground  along 
thia  atcep  dcacont  at  a  atill  earlier  period,  when  the  aouular  clergy  ahared  w;ith  tho  Templara 
tho  dwollinga  in  the  Bow.  In  the  "  Invontar  of  Pioua  Donationa,"  to  which  we  have 
already  frequently  referred,  a  charter  ia  recorded,  bearing  date  February  18, 1641,  whereby 
"  Sir  Tlionma  Ewing  mortifiea  to  a  chaplain  in  St  Oilea  Kirk,  an  annual  rent  of  twenty- 
aix  ahillinga  out  of  Henry  Spittul'a  Land,  at  the  Upper  Bow,  on  the  eaat  aide  of  ye  tranaae 
y'of,  betwixt  Bartil  Kairn'a  Land  on  tho  aouth,  St  James  Altar  Land  on  tho  north,  and 
tho  King's  Street  on  the  weat"  Below  tie  Cloekmaker'a  Land,  the  tortuona  thoroughfare 
turned  auddenly  at  an  acuto  angle,  and  proaented  along  ita  dovioua  ateep  a  atrange  aaaem- 
blage  of  fantoatic  timber  and  atone  gablea ;  aeveral  of  them  being  among  thoae  atrange 
relica  of  a  forgotten  order  of  thinga,  the  Temple  Lands,  and  one  of  them,  with  ita  timber 
ccilinga  curioualy  adorned  with  paintings'  in  the  atylo  already  deacribed  in  the  Guiao 
Palace,  bearing  the  quaint  legend  over  its  antique  lintel,  in  ornamental  clmractera  of  a  very 
early  date : — 

HE  •  YT  •  TH0LI8  •  0VERCVMMI8. 


Behind  these  lay  aeveral  steep,  narrow,  and  gloomy  cIohob,  containing  the  most  singular 
groups  of  huge,  irregular,  and  diversified  tenements  that  could  well  be  conceived.  Here 
a  crazy  stunted  little  timber  dwelling,  black  with  age,  and  beyond  it  a  pile  of  masonry  rising 
atory  above  story  from  some  murky  profound  beyond,  that  left  ita  chimnoya  scarcely  rival- 
ling those  of  its  dwarfish  neighbour  after  climbing  thus  far  from  their  foundation  in  the 
depths  below.  One  of  these,  which  wc  have  engraved  under  tho  name  of  "  The  Haunted 
Close"  is  tho  same  in  which  tho  worthy  gentlewoman,  the  neighbour  of  Major  Weir,  be- 
held the  spectral  giantess  vanish  in  a  blaze  of  fire,  as  she  returned  down  the  West  Bow  at 
the  witching  hour  of  night.     Tho  close,  for  all  its  wretched  degradation,  which  had  won 

'  Minor  Antlquitie*.     Information  dsrived  fifty  years  ngo  (183:))  from  a  man  who  wai  then  eighty  yeara  of  age. 
*  Some  curioua  fragmenta  of  tliia  ceiling  are  now  in  the  collection  of  C.  K.  Sharpe,  Rsq. 
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for  it  the  urourj  title  it  retained  to  the  Itut,  itill  prcierved  Rome  remaini  of  ancient 
grandeur,  aa  appears  in  our  view,  where  an  ornamental  building  ii  introduced,  which  had 
probably  formed  the  luromer  houio  of  aomo  ncigiibouring  patrioinn'i  pleaiure-groundi 
ere  the  locality  acquired  iti  unenviable  distinction.  The  inventory  of  the  tenants  who 
were  at  length  ejected  by  the  inexorable  commissioners,  forms,  we  think,  as  strange  a 
medley  as  ever  congregated  together  in  one  locality.  It  is  thus  described  :— "  All 
and  hail  these  laigh  houses  lying  in  the  said  West  Bow,  in  that  close  commruly 
called  the  Stinking  Clou  of  Edinburgh,  some  time  {Mssossed,  the  one  thereof  by  John 
Edward,  cobbler ;  another  by  Widow  Mitchell ;  another  by  John  Park,  ballad  crier ; 
another  by  Christian  Olus,  eggwife ;  another  by  Duncan  M'Lochlan,  waterman ;  and 
another  by  Alexander  Anderson,  bluegown ;  .  .  .  and  with  shops,  cellars,  Ac., 
are  part  of  that  tenement  acquired  by  Sir  William  Menzies  of  Gladstanes,  29th  April 
1696." 

Beyond  the  singular  group  of  buildings  thus  huddled  together,  the  Bow  turned  abruptly 
to  the  south,  completing  the  Z  like  form  of  the  ancient  thoroughfare.  Here  again,  and 
scattered  among  the  antique  tenements  that  surround  the  area  of  the  Orassmarket,  we 
find  the  gables  and  bartizans  surmounted  with  the  stone  or  iron  cross  that  marks  the 
privileged  Templar  Lands.  These  powerful  soldier-priests  possessed  at  one  time  lands 
in  every  county,  and  nearly  in  every  parish,  of  Scotland ;  and  wherever  thoy  permitted 
houses  to  be  erected  thereon,  they  were  required  to  bear  the  badge  of  their  order,  and 
to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  no  local  court  but  that  of  their  spiritual  lords.  When 
their  possessionr  passed  into  secular  hands  at  the  Reformation,  they  still  retained  their 
peculiar  privileges  and  burdens,  and  their  exemption  from  the  exclusive  burghal  restric- 
tions was  long  a  subject  of  heart-burning  and  discontent  to  the  chartered  corporations 
and  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh.  The  Earl  of  Haddington  is  still  Lord  Superior  of 
the  Temple  Lands,  and  his  representative  used  to  hold  Baron's  Courts  in  them  occasionally, 
until  this  imperium  in  imperio  was  abolished  by  the  Act  of  1740,  which  extinguished  the 
ancient  privileges  of  pit  and  gallows,  and  swept  away  a  host  of  independent  baronies  all 
over  the  kingdom.  We  cannot  leave  the  West  Bow,  however,  once  the  principal  entry 
into  the  town,  without  glancing  nt  the  magnificent  pageants  which  it  witnessed  through 
successive  centuries.  Up  this  steep  and  narrow  way  have  ridden  James  IV.  and  Y.,  his 
Queen,  Mary  of  Guise,  and  their  fair  and  ill-futed  daughter  Queen  Mary.  Here,  too,  the 
latter  rode  in  no  joyous  ceremonial,  with  Bothwell  at  her  side,  and  his  rude  border  spear- 
men closing  around  her  ;  though  they  had  thrown  away  their  weapons  as  they  approached 
the  capital,  that  the  ravished  Queen  might  appear  to  her  subjects  as  the  arbiter  of  her 
own  fate.  To  those  who  read  aright  the  history  of  this  calumniated  and  cruelly  wronged 
Queen,  few  incidents  in  her  life  are  more  touching  than  when  she  rode  up  the  Bow  on  this 
occasion,  and  turning  her  horse's  head,  was  about  to  proceed  towards  her  own  Palace  of 
Holyrood.  It  is  the  very  culminating  point  of  her  existence ;  but  the  die  was  already  cast 
Bothwell,  who  had  assumed  for  the  occasion  the  air  of  an  obsequious  courtier,  now  seized 
her  horse's  bridle,  and  she  entered  the  Castle  a  captive,  and  in  his  power.  By  the  same 
street  her  son,  James  VI.,  and  his  Queen,  Anne  of  Denmark,  made  their  ceremonious 
entries  to  the  capital ;  and  in  like  manner,  Charles  I.,  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  James  VII., 
while  Duke  of  York,  accompanied  by  his  Queen  and  daughter,  afterwards  Queen  Anne. 
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Such  are  »  few  of  the  great  namei  Hiooiated  with  the  ancient  thoronghfare  which  we  have 
seen  so  reokleuly  deitroyed,  and  which,  until  iti  audden  doom  waa  pronounced,  leemed 
like  a  hale  and  vigorona  octogenarian,  that  had  defied  the  tooth  of  time  while  all  around 
waa  heing  tranamuted  by  hia  touch. 

On  the  loweat  part  of  the  declivity  of  the  Bow,  a  handaome,  though  aomewhat  heavy 
conduit,  erected  by  Robert  Milne  in  1081,  beara  the  name  of  the  Bow-foot  Well. 
Directly  facing  thia,  at  the  aouth-west  angle  of  the  Qraaamarket,  there  atood  of  old  the 
Monaatery  of  the  Franciacana  or  Qreyfriara,  founded  by  Jamea  I.,  for  the  encouragement 
of  learning.  In  obedience  to  an  application  from  that  monarch,  the  Vicar-Oeneral  of  the 
Order  at  Cologne  aent  over  to  Scotland  some  of  the  brethren,  under  the  guidance  of 
Cbrneliua  of  Zurich,  a  acholar  of  great  reputation  t  but  auch  waa  the  magnificence  of  the 
monaatio  buildinga  prepared  for  them  that  it  required  the  perauaairo  influence  of  the 
Archbiehop  of  St  Andrew'a  to  induce  Corneliua  to  accept  the  office  of  Prior.  That  the 
monaatery  waa  a  aumptuoua  foundation,  according  to  the  timea,  ia  proved  by  ita  being 
aaaigned  for  the  temporary  abode  of  the  Princeaa,  Mary  of  Oueldera,  who  immediately  after 
her  arrival  at  Leith,  in  June  1449,  proceeded  on  horaeback,  behind  the  Count  de  Vere, 
to  her  lodging  in  the  Convent  of  the  Greyfriara  in  Edinburgh,  and  there  she  waa  viaited  by 
her  royal  lover,  Jamea  II.,  on  the  following  day.*  A  few  years  later  it  afibrded  an  asylum 
to  Henry  VI.  of  England,  when  he  fied  to  Scotland,  accompanied  by  his  heroic  Queen, 
Margaret,  and  their  son.  Prince  Edward,  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Towton.  That  a  church 
would  form  a  prominent  feature  of  this  royal  foundation  can  hardly  be  doubted,  and  we 
are  inclined  to  infer  that  the  existence  both  of  it,  and  of  a  churchyard  attached  to  it,  long 
before  Queen  Mary's  grant  of  the  gardens  of  the  monastery  for  the  latter  purpose,  ia 
implied  in  such  allusions  as  the  following  in  the  Diurnal  of  Occurrents,  July  7,  1671. 
"  The  haill  merchandis,  craftismen,  and  personis  remanand  within  Edinburgh,  maid  thair 
moustaris  in  the  Gra^  Frear  Kirk  yaxrd; "  and,  again,  where  Birrel  in  his  Diary,  April 
20,  1598,  refers  to  the  "  work  at  the  Gray  Friar  Kirke"  although  the  date  of  erection 
of  the  more  modern  church  ia  only  1013.  The  exact  site  of  these  monastic  buildinga  is 
proved  from  the  titles  of  the  two  large  stone  tenements  which  present  their  picturesque 
and  antique  gables  to  the  street,  immediately  to  the  west  of  the  entrance  from  the  Cow- 
gate.  The  western  tenement  is  described  as  "  lying  within  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  at 
the  place  called  the  Grayfreres,"  while  the  other  is  styled  "  that  Temple  tenement  of  laud, 
lying  at  the  head  of  the  Cowgate,  near  the  Cunzie  nuok,  beside  the  Minor,  or  Greyfriars, 
on  the  east,  and  the  common  King's  High  Street,  on  the  north  parts."  Beyond  this,  in 
the  Candlemaker  Bow,  a  curious  little  timber-fronted  tenement  appears,  with  its  gable 
surmounted  with  the  antique  crow-steps  we  have  described  on  the  Mint  buildings  and 
elsewhere ;  an  open  gallery  projects  in  front,  and  rude  little  shot  windows  admit  the  light 
to  the  decayed  and  gloomy  chambers  within.  This,  we  presume,  to  be  the  Cunzie  nook 
referred  to  above,  a  place  where  the  Mint  hod  no  doubt  been  established  at  some  early 
period,  possibly  during  some  of  the  strange  proceedings  in  the  Begency  of  Mary  of  Guize,'' 


>  Caladonis,  vol.  L  p.  St0. 

*  "  Vpoun  the  21  day  of  Julij  [15£9],  Jamea,  onmmendittare  o(  Sanctandroia,  and  Alexander,  erle  uf  Olencarne, 
with  thair  aniataria  callit  the  congregatioun,  paat  from  Edinburgh  to  Halyrudhoua,  and  thair  tuik  and  iutromettit  with 
the  irnia  o{  the  oaniehaiu,  and  brocht  the  tame  to  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  the  priour  of  Sanctandroia  lugeing. 
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when  the  Lords  of  the  Congregation  "  put  to  Halyrudhoiu,  and  talk  and  intromattit  with 
the  irnii  of  the  cunsehons." 

The  general  aspect  of  the  Ornssmarliet  appears  to  hare  suffered  little  change  for  abore 
two  hundred  years.  One  of  the  most  modern  erections  on  its  southern  side  is  that  imme- 
diately  to  the  west  of  the  Templar  Lands  we  have  just  described,  which  bears  on  a  tablet 
over  the  entrance  to  Hunter's  Close,  ANNO .  DOM  .  MDCLXXI .  It  is  not  likely  to 
be  soon  lost  sight  of,  that  from  a  dyer's  pole  in  Aront  of  this  old  tenement  Captain 
Porteons  was  hung  by  his  Lynch-law  judges  a.d.  1730.  The  long  range  of  bnildings  that 
extend  beyond  this,  present  as  singular  and  varied  a  group  of  antique  tenements  as  either 
artist  or  antiquary  could  desire.  Finials  of  curious  and  grotesque  shapes  aurmonnt  the 
crow-stepped  gables,  and  every  variety  of  form  and 
elevation  diversifies  the  sky  line  of  their  roofs  and 
chimneys;  while  behind,  the  noble  pile  of  Heriot's 
Hospital  towers  above  them  as  a  counterpart  to  the 
old  Castle  that  rises  miyestically  over  the  north  side 
of  the  same  area.'  Many  antique  features  are  yet 
discernible  here.  Several  of  the  older  houses  are  built 
with  bartizaned  roofs  and  ornamental  copings,  designed 

to  afford  their  inmates  nn  unintermpted  view  of  the  magnificent  pageants  that  were 
wont  of  old  to  defile  through  the  wide  area  below,  or  of  the  gloomy  tragedies  that  were 
so  frequently  enacted  there  between  the  Restoration  and  the  Revolution.  One  of  these, 
which  stands  immediately  to  the  west  of  Heriot's  Bridge,  exhibits  a  very  perfect 
specimen  of  the  antique  style  of  window  already  frequently  referred  to.  The  folding 
shutters  and  transom  of  oak  remain  entire  below,  and  the  glass  in  the  upper  part  is  set  in 
an  ornamental  pattern  of  lead.  Still  finer,  though  less  perfect,  specimens  of  the  same 
early  fashion,  remain  in  a  tenement  on  the  north  side,  bearing  the  date  1634.  It  forms 
the  front  building  at  the  ei  duce  to  Plainstane's  Close — a  distinctive  title,  implying 
its  former  respectability  as  a  paved  alley.     A  handsome  projecting  turnpike  stair  bears 

being  tbairin."— Diurn.  of  Oco.  p.  269.  Humble  u  this  »ook  appem,  it  i»  poaeible  that  it  may  be  a  fragment  ol  the 
Regent  H  urrajrl  lodging. 

'  The  careful  and  elaborate  hiatory  of  Heriot'a  Hoapital,  by  Dr  Steven,  nnden  further  inreatigation  of  ila  memoriala 
unneoeaaaiy.  Traditiou  aiiigns  to  Iiiigo  Jonea  the  merit  of  having  fumiehed  the  beautiful  deaign  for  the  Hospital, 
which  ia  well  worthy  of  his  geniui.  If  «>,  however,  it  haa  beeit  carried  out  in  a  modified  form,  under  the  direction 
of  more  modem  architeota.  The  fallowing  entry  occun  in  the  Hoapital  Reoorda  for  1(75.  "  May  8. — There  ia  a 
neceaaity  that  the  ateeple  of  the  Hoapital  be  finiahed,  and  a  top  put  thereupon,  Ro.  HUn,  Maater  Haaon,  to  think 
on  a  drawing  thereof,  againat  the  next  council  meeting."  The  maater  maaon  doea  not  appear  to  have  thought  to  good 
pnrpoae,  aa  we  find  recorded  the  fallowing  year  :— "  July  10. — Deacon  Sandilana  to  put  a  roof  and  top  to  the  Hoapital'a 
ateeple,  according  to  the  draught  cnndeacended  upon  be  Sir  William  Bruof."  In  one  of  Captain  Sleaer'a  very  accurate 
general  viewa  of  Edinburgh,  pubiiahed  towards  the  cloae  of  the  17th  century,  Heriot's  Hoapital  is  introduced  aa  it 
then  appeared,  with  the  plain  aqusre  tower  over  the  gateway,  and  near  to  it  the  Old  Qreyfrian'  Church,  with  the 
tower  at  the  west  end,  aa  it  atood  previoua  to  1718,  when  the  latter  was  accidentally  blown  up  by  gunpowder,  which 
had  been  depoaited  there  for  safety.  A  view  of  the  Hospital,  by  Oordon  of  Rothiemay,  which  was  engraved  in 
Holland  before  leSO,  ia  believed  to  afford  an  accurate  repreaentatian  of  the  original  deaign.  The  same  ia  engraved  in 
the  fourth  edition  of  Sleier'a  viewa,  under  the  name  of  Bogtngicht.  In  thia  view,  the  tower  ia  aurmounted  by  a  lofty 
and  beautiful  apire,  carrying  out  the  idea  of  contraat  in  form  and  elevation  which  appean  in  the  reat  of  the  design, 
much  more  effectively  than  the  dome  which  haa  been  substituted  for  it.  The  large  towen  at  the  anglea  of  the  building 
appear  in  thia  view  oovered  wiUi  ogee  roofa,  in  more  questionable  taste.  Several  entries  in  the  Hoapital  Records  aeem 
to  imply  that  two  of  the  four  lowen  had  been  completed  according  to  this  idea,  and  at terwarda  altered.  The  Recorda 
afford  evidence  of  frequent  deviations  from  the  original  design  being  sanctioned,  even  after  auch  parte  of  the  building 
were  finiahed  according  to  the  plan. 
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oTer  ita  entrance  the  common  inscription,  blimit  .  bi  .  aoo  .  roB  .  al  .  h»  .  oimt .' 
with  the  initial!,  I.  L,  O.  K.  t  and  the  windows  above  retain  the  old  oaken  mullioni 
and  traneomi  richly  carved  in  a  variety  of  patterns.  Another  antique  tenement  to  the 
east  of  this  is  finished  with  a  bartiian  and  ornamental  parapet,  on  the  centre  of  which  the 
badge  of  its  ancient  subjection  to  the  Templar  Knights  appears  like  a  dagger  struck  into 
the  roof,  and  left  to  serve  as  a  memento  of  strife  in  more  peaoefVil  times.  The  assignment 
of  this  locality  as  the  appointed  place  for  a  weekly  market,  dates  ftt>m  the  year  1477,  when 
James  III.  appointed  "  all  aid  graith  and  ger  to  be  usit  and  said  in  the  Friday  Market 
before  the  Gray-Frers ;  alsa  all  qwyok  bestis,  ky,  oxon,  not  to  be  brought  in  the  town,  bot 
under  the  wall  fer  west  at  oure  stable."  * 

The  town  wall  extended  on  the  west  ttoxa  the  Oastle  across  the  area  of  the  market  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Corn  Exchange ;  and  here  stood  the  ancient  gate  of  the  city 
Arom  whence  the '  neighbouring  suburb  derived  its  name  of  the  West  Port.  Like  the 
other  gates  of  the  city,  it  was  usually  garnished  with  a  few  heads  and  dismembered 
limbs  of  malefactors  and  political  offenders ;  and  so  essential  were  thess  appendages 
considered  that  Fouutainhall,  after  recording  the  execution  of  three  Covenanters  in  the 
Qrassmarket  in  the  year  1081,  adds : — "  About  eight  dayes  before  this  they  had  stollen 
away  two  of  the  heads  which  stood  on  the  West  Port  of  Edinburgh  ;  the  criminal  lords, 
to  supply  that  want,  ordained  two  of  thir  oriminall's  heads  to  be  struck  off,  and  to  be 
nfBxed  in  ther  place."*  Here  also  was  the  scene  of  some  of  those  quaint  ceremonials 
wherewith  our  ancestors  were  wont  to  testify  their  loyal  gratulations  at  the  Sovereign's 
approach.  James  VI.  was  appropriately  received  at  the  gate  by  King  Solomon  ou  his 
first  entry  to  the  capital  in  1579;  and  here,  in  1590,  his  Queen,  Anne  of  Denmark,  was 
welcomed  in  a  Latin  oration,  and  received  the  silver  keys  of  the  city  in  the  accustomed 
manner,  from  the  hands  of  an  angel  who  descended  in  a  globe  from  the  battlements  of 
the  Port.*  King  James  was  again  welcomed  in  still  more  costly  fashion  at  the  same  spot 
on  his  return  to  his  native  city  in  1617;  and  the  Nymph  Edina  waited  there  for  his  son, 
Charles  I.,  in  1633,  attended  by  beautiful  damsels,  and,  with  a  brief  congratulatory  oration, 
presented  the  keys,  leaving,  however,  the  burden  of  the  welcome  to  the  Lady  Caledonia, 
who  lay  in  wait  for  him  at  the  corner  of  the  Bow,  and  in  "  a  copious  speech,"  prepared  by 
Drummond  of  Hawthornden  in  his  most  bombastic  vein,  congratulated  his  Majesty  on  his 
safe  arrival. 

The  most  interesting  features  of  the  burgh  of  Western  Portsburgh  have  already  been 
described  in  a  previous  chapter.'  Many  of  the  old  buildings  of  its  main  street  have  been 
replaced  of  late  years  by  the  plain  unpretending  erections  of  modern  times.  It  still,  how- 
ever, has  at  least  one  venerable  edifice  of  a  picturesque  character,  erected  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary  by  John  Lowrie,*  a  substantial  burgher,  and,  as  it  would  seem,  a  zealous 
adherent  of  the  ancient  faith  in  those  ticklish  times.  So,  at  least,  we  infer  from  the  sculp- 
tured lintel  of  its  ancient  doorway,  which  bears,  in  large  characters,  this  abbreviation  of  the 
common  motto, — SOLI  DEO  ■  H  ■  O  *  with  the  date  1565;  and  in  the  centre,  between 


>  The  ume  inwription  oocura  with  the  dkt«  1687,  ovtr  a  neighbouring  tenement  at  ^e  foot  of  the  Caatle  Wynd. 

*  Charter  of  James  III. ;  Haitland,  pp.  8,  9. 

>  Fountalnhall's  Historical  Observes,  p.  80, 

*  ADt<,  pp.  8S-87.  *  Ante,  pp.  135-187.  *  Traditions,  vol.  i.  p.  804. 
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Uw  baildar'i  iuitkb,  %  larg*  ornamenUl  ibUld  b«trt  th«  davloa  of  »  pot  Aill  of  IHIm,  om 
of  tha  OMMt  common  omblama  of  tiM  Virgin  Mwy.  John  Lowria'a  inltiali  tn  npaaUd 
in  ornunantal  oharaotara  on  tha  aaatarn  orow-atap,  aaparatad  by  what  apprara  to  ba  da- 
aignad  for  a  bakar'a  paal,  and  probably  indicating  that  ita  ownar  bolongad  tu  tha  anoianl 
fratarnit/  of  baiters.  The  burgh  of  Eaatar  Portaburgh,  which  ia  aituciatad  with  ita 
waatarn  neighbour  under  tha  aama  baron  builia,  oomprthanda  the  Potterrow  and  adjoining 
diatriot  of  Briato,  and  includes  several  buildings  of  considerable  interest,  though  not  of 
great  antiquity.  One  eUiflce,  however,  which  appeara  in  our  view  of  tha  Potterrow,  waa 
a  singular  specimen  uf  the  ancient  tiwtbtr  lands,  and  differed  in  character  from  any  example 
of  that  style  of  building  that  now  remains.  It  bore  the  distinctive  title  of  the  Makoganif 
Land,  an  epithet  popularly  applied  to  the  most  ornamental  timber  erections  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  and  had  undoubtedly  existed  at  the  time  when  tha  Oollagiate  Church 
of  8t  Mary  atood  in  the  neighbouring  fields.  Directly  opposite  to  its  site  is  a  lofty 
building,  erected,  as  appears  from  its  title-deeds,  in  171S,  and  which,  we  are  informed  by 
ita  proprietor,  formed  the  lodging  of  the  Earl  of  Morton.  It  has  evidently  been  a  mansion 
of  some  importance.  A  broad  and  handsome  archway  leads  into  an  enclosed  court 
behind,  where  there  is  cut,  in  unusually  large  letters,  the  inscription — BiiaiT  .  aa  ,  Qoo  . 
FOR  .  AL  .  Hia  .  oima  . — and  a  monogram,  now  undecipherable.  Robert,  twelfth  Earl  of 
Morton,  succeeded  to  the  title  the  same  year  in  which  the  house  was  built,  and  wu  again 
Bucoeeded  by  his  brother  George,  appointed  Vice- Admiral  of  Scotland  in  1733,  He  died 
at  Edinburgh  in  1738,  and  was  buried  in  the  Oreyfriars'  Churchyard.  Other  associations, 
however,  far  surpassing  those  of  mere  rank  and  ancient  lineage,  will  make  this  locality 
long  be  regarded  aa  a  peculiarly  interesting  nook  of  the  Scottish  metropolis.  Nearly  at 
the  point  of  junction  of  the  Potterrow  with  Bristo  Street — once  one  of  the  two  great 
thoroughfares  from  the  south — there  is  a  little,  irregular,  and  desolate-looking  court  of 
antique  buildings,  bearing  the  name  of  General's  Entry.  The  south  and  east  sides  of  this 
little  quadrangle  are  formed  by  a  highly-decorated  range  of  building*.  The  crow-stepped 
gable  nt  the  south-east  angle  is  surmounted  by  a  curious  old  sun-dial,  bearing  the  quaint 
punning  moral,  We  ihall  die  all;  and  beyond  this  a  series  of  sculptured  dormer  windows 
appear,  in  the  highly-docorated  style  of  the  seventeunth  century.  On  one  of  the  sculptured 
pediments  is  a  shield,  bearing  the  unusual  heraldic  device  of  a  monkey,  with  three  stars  in 
chief.  It  is  surrouuded  by  a  border  of  rich  Elizabethan  scroll  work  in  high  relief;  and 
beyond  this,  the  initials  J.  D.  The  ai^oining  window  bears,  as  its  principal  ornament,  an 
ingenious  monogram,  formed  of  large  ornamental  Roman  characters.  Tiio  tradition  is  one 
of  old  standing,  which  assigns  this  mansion  as  the  residence  of  General  Monk,  during  his 
command  in  Scotland  under  Oliver  Cromwell.  This  is  usually  referred  to  as  the  origin  of 
the  present  name  of  the  locality ;  nor  is  the  tradition  altogether  without  some  appearance 
of  probability  in  support  of  it.  The  house,  wo  believe,  was  erected  by  Sir  James 
Dalrymple,  afterwards  Viscount  Stair,  justly  regarded  as  the  most  eminent  judge  who 
ever  presided  on  the  Scottish  Bench.  He  is  well  known  to  have  been  a  special  favourite 
of  General  Monk,  who  frequently  consulted  him  on  matters  of  state,  and  recommended 
him  to  Cromwell  in  1657  as  the  fittest  person  to  be  appointed  a  judge.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  may  be  inferred,  with  little  hesitation,  that  Monk  was  a  frequent  visitor, 
if  not  a  constant  guest,  at  General's  Entry,  when  he  came  into  the  capital  from  his  head- 
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qnarUn  at  Daltwlth  PbImw.  Tha  oUI  m»niion  et)ntina<«i  tii  Im  tha  town  rMlibne*  of  Iht 
nobla  flunilx  <>f  HUir,  until,  lik*  tha  r««t  of  tha  HoottUh  immih,  thajr  ili)«trt«<l  thair  nativa 
onpltal  KNin  aftar  tha  abolition  of  our  national  Parliamant  bjr  tha  Act  of  Union.  U  (• 
not  unlikaljr  that  tha  praaant  nama  of  tha  old  court  i«  UarivaJ  firom  tha  mora  racant 
raaiilanoa  thara  of  John,  aaooud  Earl  of  Stair,  who  aarvaU  during  tha  protraotad  oampaignt 
of  tha  Duka  of  Marlborough,  and  waa  promotad  to  tha  rank  of  Liautanant-Oanaral  aoon 
aftar  tha  bloodjr  victory  of  Malplaqnat  Ha  aharad  in  tha  Ml  of  tha  graat  Duka,  and 
ratirad  from  Court  until  tha  aocaaaion  of  Uaorge  I.,  during  which  Intarval  it  ia  probabla 
that  tha  family  manaion  in  tha  Pottarrow  formad  tha  fraquant  aboda  of  tha  diagraoad 
fkronrita. 

Degradation  and  decay  had  long  aattlad  down  on  tha  old  arlatocratio  haunt,  whan 
Olarinda  wrota  from  tha  tama  place  in  178H,  in  anticipation  of  a  viait  from  tha  peat 
Burna,  "  I  hope  you  'II  eomt  a-/oot,  oTen  though  you  take  a  chair  home.  A  chair  la  ao 
uncommon  a  thing  in  our  neighbuurhiMxl,  it  ia  apt  to  raiao  ipaoulation— but  thay  are  all 
aalaap  by  tan.'"  The  flrit  int<)rTiew  between  Mra  H'liohoaa,  the  romantic  Clarinda, 
and  her  Bylvander,  took  place  at  the  houio  of  Miaa  Nimmo,  a  mutual  friend,  who  reaided 
In  Aliaon  Square,  Potterrow  t  an  equally  humble  locality,  and  within  a  few  paoea  of 
Oeneral'a  Entry,  but  which  derivea  a  atill  deeper  Intereat  from  having  been  the  pluje 
where  the  youthftil  poet  Thomaa  Campbell  lived  during  hia  atay  in  Edinburgh,  while 
engaged  in  the  compoaition  of  hia  PUaturti  of  Hope.  To  appreciate  the  later  aaaooiationa 
of  theae  acenea  of  poetic  inapiration  and  intellectual  pleunrea,  the  reader  ahould  riae 
from  the  peruaal  of  the  ardent  and  romantic  oorreapondence  of  Clarinda  and  Sylvander, 
and  proceed  to  viiit  the  duaky  little  parlour  on  the  flrat  floor  of  the  oraiy  tenement  in  the 
Potterrow,  where  the  poet  waa  welcomed  by  the  onthuaiMtic  Olarinda,  It  ia  on  the 
north  aide  of  Qenerara  Entry,  and  approached  by  a  narrow  turnpike  atair,  where  the 
whole  accommodationa  of  Mra  M'T^elioae  consiated  of  a  kitchen,  bedroom,  and  the 
atraitened  parlour  wherein  aha  received  the  visita  of  the  poet.  Here  thia  young  and 
beautiful  woman  re«ided  with  her  infant  children,  and  atruggled  againat  the  pinching 
carea  of  poverty,  and  the  worae  aorrowa  created  by  an  acutely  aoniiitive  mind.  Tlie 
emigration,  howevei ,  of  the  gentry  of  the  Old  Town  to  the  more  faahionable  dwollinga 
beyond  the  North  Loch  had  been  very  partially  effected  in  1788 ;  and  the  contraat  between 
the  little  parlour  in  Qeneral'a  Entry,  and  the  drawing-rooma  of  the  poot'a  wealthier  hoata, 
waa  by  no  meana  ao  marked  and  atriking  aa  it  afterwarda  became.  Such  are  the  atrangely 
mingled  aaaociationa  of  rank,  hiatoric  fame,  and  geniua,  with  lowly  worth  and  aqualid 
poverty,  which  atill  linger  around  ao  many  old  nooka  of  the  Soottiah  capital,  and  give 
BO  peculiar  an  intereat  to  iu  acenea. 

Beyond  thia  liea  the  more  modern  diatrict  that  preceded  the  Now  Town,  and  included 
in  its  varioua  diatricta  accommodation  denigned  for  very  different  ranka  of  aociety.  Nicolaon 
Street,  which  now  forma  a  portion  of  the  principal  aouthcrn  avenue  to  the  city,  waa  con- 
atrncted  towarda  the  cloao  of  laat  century  un  an  extensive  unoccupied  apace  of  ground 
lying  between  the  Pleaaance  and  Potterrow.  It  belonged  to  Lady  Nicolaon,  whose  house 
atood  nearly  at  the  junction  of  South  College  Street  with  Nicolson  Street,  and  on  the 

■  ComtpoDdtno*  UtwMD  Bum*  ud  CUrind*,  p.  1S2.    Th*  po«t  wa*  at  thia  puriod  Uma,  (rum  an  Injury  ia  bit 
knae. 
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MmpUtion  of  lb*  l»tUr  itnat,  iIm  *nt^  %  iMntttiMnt  In  bar  hwlwiul  •!  Ih*  lutrth  tiid, 
ooDtitKnr  of  «  CorinthUn  colnmn,  nteMnring  kbov*  twtnty-flva  fJMt  high.  Upon  Um  bttM 
Ml  Inicription  wm  out  in  lAtln  and  Kng liah,  Mttinf  forth  Ihnt  IMj  Nioolion  had  mad* 
th«  M^MMnt  KTound,  lafl  to  hwr  lijr  h«r  hunbnnd,  Im  planned  itut  for  building,  andar  Iha 
nnina  of  Niculaon  Mtrvat,  and  hail  arauied  tha  monuniant  thara  out  of  ragard  to  hia 
mamorf.  On  tha  aitanaion  of  tha  thomughfhra  and  tha  complation  of  tha  South  Bridga, 
this  plona  memorial  wa«  thrown  aaida  into  tha  yard  of  tha  public  riding>aohool,  than 
occupying  tha  lita  where  the  (.'ollege  of  Hurgaone  now  atanda,  and  it  baa  no  doubt  long 
ainoe  bean  broken  up  for  building  matariala.  Though  tha  monuniant  of  Lady  NloolaoD 
might  not  poateia  any  great  value  in  general  eatimation,  it  would  have  bean  no  unhaooming 
act  for  tha  projuftora  of  theia  eiteniive  improvementa  to  have  found  a  lita  for  it  in  tha 
neighbouring  aquara.  Tha  building  in  Nioolaon  Htreat,  at  the  comer  of  Hill  Street,  now 
occupied  aa  the  Blind  Aaylum,  acquirea  peculiar  intereat  from  having  long  formed  tha 
reiidence  of  the  celebrated  cheroiat,  Dr  Black,  whoae  reputation  contributed  ao  largely  to 
the  fame  of  the  Univeraity  to  which  he  belonged.  Further  aouth,  on  the  aama  aide  of  tha 
atreet,  a  amall  and  mean-looking  court,  aurrounded  by  humble  tenementa,  and  crowded 
with  a  dcnae  population,  Iwara  the  name  of  Simon  Square.  It  haa  nothing  in  ita  appear- 
ance to  attract  either  the  arttat  or  the  antiquary,  yet  ita  aaioointiona  are  intimately 
connected  with  the  Fine  Arta  t  for  here,  in  a  narrow  lane,  called  Paul  Street,  which  leada 
thence  into  the  Pleaaanoe,  David  Wilkie  took  up  hia  abode  on  hia  arrival  in  Edinburgh  in 
1799.  Wilkie  waa  then  a  raw  country  lad,  only  fourteen  yeara  of  age,  and  lo  little  waa 
thought  of  the  productioni  of  hie  (loncil  that  it  re(|uired  the  |)owerful  intereat  of  the  Earl 
of  Leven  to  overcome  the  prqjudicea  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Academy  eatabliahed  in  Edin- 
burgh by  the  Board  of  Truateea,  and  obtain  hia  admiaaion  aa  a  atudent  The  humble 
lodging,  where  the  enthnaiaatic  young  aapirant  for  fame  flrat  began  hia  career  u  an  artiat, 
cannot  but  be  viewed  with  lively  intereat  It  ia  a  little  back  room,  meaauring  barely  ten 
feet  iquaro,  at  the  top  of  a  common  atair,  on  the  aouth  aide  of  the  atroet  near  the 
Pleaaanco.  From  thence  ho  removed  to  a  better  lodging  in  Eaat  liichmond  Street,  and 
thereafter  to  a  comfortable  attic  in  Palmcr'a  Land,  Weat  Nicolaon  Street  Thia  latter 
abode  of  the  great  Scottiah  artiat  pomioaaoa  peculiar  aaiociationa  with  our  bational  arta, 
hia  eminent  predcceaaor,  Alexander  Ituncimnn,  having  occupied  the  aome  apartment  till 
1784,  the  year  before  hia  death,'  and  having  there  probably  entertained  the  Poet  Ferguaon, 
while  with  ominoua  fltneaa  he  aat  aa  hia  model  fur  the  Prodigal  Son. 

Near  to  thia  ii  the  aristocratic  quarter  that  sprung  up  during  the  tedioua  delaya  which 
preceded  the  commencement  of  the  New  Town,  and  threatened  by  ita  succeia  to  compel 
the  projectors  of  that  long-cherished  scheme  of  improvement  to  abandon  their  design. 
Hero  ia  Qeorge  Square,  once  the  abode  of  rank,  and  for  more  worthy  of  note,  as  tlie  acone 
where  Scott  spent  hia  youth  under  the  paternal  roof;  that  bright  period  of  his  existence, 
of  which  so  many  bcautiiVil  details  are  preserved,  full  of  sweet  glimpses  of  the  happy 
circle  that  gathered  round  his  father's  hearth.    The  house  which  Scott's  father  occupied 


I  Tb*  fallowing  ratry  U  ntnuitwl  from  (h*  old  tiaaWj  BibI*  wbloh  belongwl  to  Um  artbt'i  iktlMr,  ud  U  oow  in  Um 
[NMMUlon  of  *  gtntUmw  in  Edinburgh  :— "  Junn  Kunoinun  >Dd  Mvy  Smith,  marriad  I'SS.  Nut.  7,  Kilwinning, 
AlMudar,  bom  Ifith  Aug.  1730.  Baptiied  by  John  WtUur,  mInUUr,  CuongtU  [Edinburgh],  DM  Oei  81il,  178S 
•t  12  It  night  in  Chaptl  StrMt" 
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la  on  tlM  wMl  ■itU  wf  iHa  M|«Mn),  No.  'iA,  »n<l  than  lh«  llvwiy  Mtil  cnrinni  boy  $nm  tt|i  In 
RMnhooii  nn<k>r  Iha  kiwttjr  aHrrttillMiM  of  Dm  it^xmI  old  |Mir.  Th«  lillU  \mt<k  r<H)m  •till 
rtmalnt,  "  ThnI  *nrl<f  lim"  with  lh«  yimn^  •ntl>|(iftry'i  Iwffinnlng*  of  lh«  ftatnra  AhhoU- 
ford  onlUollon,  ilaafritwil  «o  pii|iMiitly  In  Imt'liliiirt'*  Hfi«  of  him,  hjr  lh«  |mii  of  «  frmula 
friend  I  Mil  wk«r«  l<onl  i»1lttj  fiwnd  him  on  hia  tx*i  vlalt,  lonf  jra«ra  afn,  "  aurToHndad 
with  dinnr  l<M>ki."  ThonKh  ahorn  of  kII  Iha  atranx*  ralira  that  J^mnn  Waltar  Hrott 
gnth«r«<l  tharn,  il  iioaaaaaaa  ona  v»liMhl«  mamanio  of  tha  hojr.  On  ona  of  Iha  wimlow 
paaaa  hia  nama  la  allll  a««n,  inaoribad  with  %  diamond  in  a  atihnol-tNijr  hand  i  and  olhtr 
|ianaa  of  KJaaa,  which  contaiuKil  Jiivanlla  varaaa  traiwil  in  tha  aama  diirabla  mannar,  hara 
b«an  ranioviHl  to  an((niant  Iha  traaanraa  of  mmlarn  oollvfllora.  On  Ihit  aaat  aida  of  Oaorft 
H<)uar«  liaa  Windmill  HIreal,  tha  nama  of  whioh  praaanraa  tha  noord  of  an  aarllar  pariod 
when  a  windmill  orcupiml  Ita  alia,  and  raiaati  lh«  watar  f^om  tha  llorooKh  t/xth  to  aopply 
tha  brawara  of  tha  H<Miittly.  Tha  In^oqioration  of  llrcwera  ha*  long  baon  diaaolrad,  and 
tha  llorouKh  lioch  now  forma  tha  rich  |>aatHra((a  and  tha  ahady  walka  of  Hm  Maailowa  t 
whila  aloiiK  ita  oni<a  marahy  margin  haa  ainre  Itaon  built  Huoelanrh  IMaca,  whara  tha 
aifllnaiva  faahlonabloa  of  tha  ■outlicrn  diatrint  long  maintainail  their  own  ball-room  and 
aaaambliaa. 

The  impoaaibillty  of  oonTcrtinjf  Ihia  pendicle  of  the  lloronxh  Muir  to  any  naeftel  pQr« 
poa«  aa  private  properly,  while  il  continued  in  ita  original  atate  aa  a  lionh,  fortunately 
prevented  ita  alienation,  while  nearly  every  other  itnrtion  of  the  valuable  traot  of  land  that 
once  belong«Hl  to  the  borough  paaaed  into  private  handa.     At  the  weatern  extremity  of 
the  HoMiiKh  Muir,  the  venerable  tower  of  Men-hiaton  atill  atanda  entire,  the  birth-place 
of  John  Napier,  the  inventor  of  the  liogarilhma,  to  whom,  acoonling  to  Hume,  the  title 
of  a  great  man  ia  more  Juatly  due  than  to  any  other  whom  hia  country  ever  produced. 
The  anoeatora  of  the  great  Hcottiah  philoaopher  were  intimat«<ly  connected  with  Edin- 
burgh.   The  three  Hrat  Napicra  of  Mcrchiatoii  luccraaively  fllle«l  the  office  of  provoat  in 
the  reigna  of  Jumea  II.  and  III.,  and  other  connertiona  of  the  family  roao  to  the  aame 
civic  dignity.     Their  illuatriouM  dcacendant  wua  born  at  Merchiaton  C'aatle  in  the  year 
in.V),  on  the  eve  of  memorable  rhnngoa  whereof  oven  the  rfa<<rvi>il  and  miMlcat  atudcnt 
had  to  Itear  hia  aharo.     The  old  furtalioe  of  Mcrohiaton,  roared  at  nn  caay  diatnnce  firom 
the  Hcottiah  capital,  lay  in  the  very  fleid  of  atrife.    ItoutuI  ita  wall*  the  Douglaa  wara  ragetl 
fi)r  yenra,  and  the  moat  atriking  incidcnta  of  the  philoaopher'a  early  life  intorniingle  with 
the  carnage  of  that  roorciloaa  feud.     On  the  2d  of  April  lAT'i,  he  waa  betrothed  to  Eliia- 
beth,  daughter  of  Hir  JamuM  Htirling  of  Keir,  and  on  the  fith  of  the  following  mouth, 
"  The  cumpany  of  Edinburgh  paat  furth  and  aeigit  Morrhingatoun  ;  quhn  wan  all  the 
pairtia  thairof  except  the  dungcoun,  in  the  quhilk  wea  certane  auddnrtiH  in  Ijcith  ;  the 
haill  houaaii  wea  apoulzeit  and  brunt,  to  haue  amokit  the  men  of  the  dungcoun  out  s  but 
the  cuntrie  leand  the  fyre,  raiite  with  the  pover  of  lioith  and  put  the  men  of  Edinburgh 
thairfra  without  slauchter,  bot  ayndric  hurt." '    The  keep  of  Merchiaton  formed,  indeed,  the 
key  of  the  south  approach  to  the  capital,  ao  that  whoever  triumphed  it  liecame  the  butt  of 
their  opimneuta'  enmity.     It  lay  near  enough  to  Im  bombarded  from  the  Unatle  walla  by 
Hir  William  Kirkaldy,  though  a  couain  of  ita  owner,  bocauae  some  of  the  king'*  men  held 
it  for  a  time,  and  intercepted  the  proviaioii*  coming  to  the  town.     Again  and  again  wore  the 

'  Uiunitl  ot  OcourrtoU,  p.  iii. 
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ffTvjr  towtra  ot''  ll*rrhi«to«  ttiiiiwtwwi  Vtf  tha  AwioM  Qmm'*  «m.  ui4  bMtorMi  wUli  iImIp 
DMiaon  till  iWy  ■'  nwltl  irrcit  *l<i|iftt«  •»  iW  wftlli"  Iwl  •  Irur*  vm  •!  Un(tk  •flW'to4 
IwHwlit  IIm  ciitttKitdVnf  t'ao(j,,M*,  Mil  the  divfljxn  Im«|i  li«rMM  imn*  mora  th«  •hn4«  '4  iIm 
■liidaiit,  Mil  tia  lNiltt<>inp»M  ika  ohMirvaCury  •nd  w«(^}f-(i>««r  i>f  tha  (MtntlnK^f,  Napi** 
WM  rvKMiM  by  kU  rontamfMirBrlx*  m  |>ihimm«4  i>f  niy»Uri<>«M  nii|ii>rB»luml  p>tw»rai  and  ())4 
mMYvU  •llrtlmlMl  to  bini,  with  IIik  aid  ctf  «  familiar  aittrlt  tb«l  Mtondad  him  in  ika  abapa  of 
m  tiat  Rlaok  l'<icb,  hava  \m*n  |iri<«i<rfa(l  ainimK  the  triKllliona  of  Iba  iiatgbli«mrb<HMl  almoal  to 
u«r  own  day.'  T)i«  |)hiliNt<i|ik«r  Imlaad  would  aaam  to  hava  indalyad  bia  ahrawd  baroour 
ornaalonally  la  Riving  nonntenanM  In  auuk  |t«|iutar  Mmtm\U,  A  llald  in  fh>nl  of  Marcbia« 
Ion  atiil  bMira  Iba  nama  of  /4tf  /Ami  I'nrk  m  Iba  amna  of  ona  of  bla  BaefonMBll«i  eiploila. 
Tka  plKoona  of  »  DalKlitKiurinR  laird  having  annoyad  him  by  f^a<{ttanl  inroMla  on  hia  ffrain, 
ha  Ibraalanad  at  langtb  lo  arraat  Ibam  r*ti-A«tni,  and  waa  langkinKJy  darad  lo  ''aalrb 
ibani  if  ba  roald."  Ttia  d«|>rada(ora  mada  thair  a|i|iaaranaa  aa  aaual  on  Iba  morrow,  aii4 
partook  an  haarlily  of  Iba  grain,  which  had  tiaan  pravioualy  aatnralad  with  alcohol  by  tti« 
raolaiming  nwnar,  thai  ha  aaally  mada  Iba  bawlUhad  pigaoua  eaptivaa,  lo  Ika  no  amall 
•atouiabmanl  and  awa  of  hia  naighboura. 

It  la  curiuua  In  Mnd  a  popular  nnraary  lala  originating  In  Iha  gravt  pranka  of  tha 
illnatrioua  invanlor  of  tho  Iiogarithmi,  yvt  many  juvoiiila  reailara  will  rMogniaa  the  follow< 
ing  adveutura  of  Iba  Warlock  of  Mercbiaton  and  hi*  Jat  Ulnck  ('uok  an  a  fiimlliar  atory, 
Napiar  a|iparantly  impreaaad  bU  domaatica  with  a  l\ill  baliaf  in  hia  magical  powara,  aa  lh« 
raadieat  meana  of  Inrning  (h«ir  nrvdulity  to  account  Having  on  ona  oeraaion  miaaad 
M>ma  pro|ierty,  which  ba  aui|wclad  had  liocn  taken  by  one  of  hia  aervanta,  they  wart 
ordered  one  by  one  into  a  ilnrk  r(N)m  where  tho  black  cock  waa  oonflned,  and  each  of 
thcni  waa  rei|uired  to  atroko  ita  t)ack,  after  lieing  warnrd  that  it  would  crow  at  the  touch 
of  the  guilty  hand.  Tlic  cock  ninintaiuod  unbroken  ailcncu  throughout  tha  myaleriuua 
ordeal  i  but  the  hand  of  the  culprit  waa  tha  only  one  found  entirely  free  from  tha  aoot  with 
which  ita  fvathera  had  been  provioualy  anointed  t  The  philoaophcr,  however,  waa  an 
ado|)t  in  aatrology,  and  appeara  hiniNolf  to  have  entertained  |ierft*ct  faith  in  the  poaaeaaion 
of  unuaual  power*,  fiarticularly  in  that  of  diacovering  hidden  trcaaura.  A  vary  aingnlar 
onntrnct  iNitwcrn  him  and  liOgan  of  Itoatalrig— one  of  the  Mowrie  conapiratora — waa  found 
among  the  Mcrchiatun  p«|icrii,  wherein  it  i«  agreed,  that,  "  foraamekle  aa  thar  ia  dyweraa 
aid  re|M)rti*,  rootiflia,  and  a|>tiirancia,  that  thair  auld  be  within  ttia  aaid  Robertia  dwelling* 
place  of  Faacaatoll  n  mum  of  nionio  and  |ioiitii,  lieid  and  hurdit  up  aecritlie,  quilk  aa  yit 
ia  onfunil  bo  ony  muu.  The  unid  Jhouo  aall  do  hia  utter  and  exact  diligena  to  aercha 
and  aik  nut,  and  lio  al  craft  nnd  ingyno  that  he  dow,  to  tempt,  trye,  and  And  out  tha 
aam,  and  bo  the  gnice  of  Qod,  other  aall  And  tho  aam,  or  than  mak  it  tuir  that  na  aik 
thing  he*  liecn  tlmir;  no  far  aa  hia  utter  trawoll,  diligena,  and  ingyno,  may  reach.'" 
Ttiis  aingular  contract  acquirca  a  peculiar  intoreat,  when  wo  romombor  the  reported  dia- 
cnvory  of  hidden  trcaanre  with  which  the  preliminary  atepa  of  the  Guwrie  Conapiraoy  wert 
affected. 

Within  a  little  diatanco  of  tho  ancient  tower  of  ftiorchinton,  and  directly  between  it 
and  tho  town,  another  old  maniion  of  the  Napiera  attracted  the  eye  of  the  ouriona. 


>  Mark  Ut^'t  M»moir«  ut  Nft|>i*r  u(  MwahUlaa,  4to,  p.  iiU. 


'  Nii|iliir'i  Napier  •>(  M»r«liiati>n,  p.  I'Jl. 
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Thii  waa  the  pictureique  half-castellated  edifice  of  Wrychtiahoaaii,  unfortnnately  aoqaired 
by  the  tnuteei  of  Mr  Oillespio,  a  wealthy  and  benevolent  tobaoconiit  who  bequeathed 
his  whole  fortune  to  found  an  hospital  for  the  aged  poor.  By  them  it  was  entirely  de- 
molished in  the  year  1800,  and  the  tasteless  modern  erection  built  which  now  occupies  ita 
site.  The  nucleus  of  this  singularly  picturesque  group  of  irregular  masonry  appeared  to 
have  been  an  ancient  keep,  or  Peel  Tower,  evidently  of  very  early  date,  around  which 
were  clustered,  in  various  styles  of  architecture,  intricate  ranges  of  buildings  and  irregular 
turrets,  which  had  been  added  by  successive  owners  to  increase  the  accommodation  afforded 
by  the  primitive  tower.  The  general  effect  of  this  antique  pile  was  greatly  enhanced  on 
approaching  it  by  the  numerous  heraldic  devices  and  inscriptions  which  adorned  every 
window,  doorway,  and  ornamental  pinnacle ;  the  whole  walls  being  crowded  with  armorial 
bearings,  designed  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  noble  alliances  by  which  the  family 
succession  of  the  Napiers  of  WrychtiHhousis  had  been  continued  from  early  times.  The 
earliest  records  of  this  ancient  family  which  have  been  discovered,  show  that  William 
Napier,  the  owner  of  the  old  mansion  iu  1390,  was  then  Constable  of  Edinburgh  Castle, 
and  maintained  that  important  stronghold  at  the  beginning  of  the  following  century,  with 
the  aid  of  Archibald,  Earl  of  Dor^las,  and  the  unfortunate  Duke  of  Bothesay,  against 
Henry  lY.,  at  the  head  of  the  whole  military  force  of  England.  To  this  brave  resistance, 
which  baflSed  all  the  efforts  of  the  English  monarch,  and  redeemed  Scotland  fVom  total 
subjection,  the  ingenious  genealogist  of  the  Napiers  conceives  that  the  peculiar  tenure 
of  the  Wrychtishousis  may  be  referred.  From  old  charters,  preserved  in  the  Register 
House,  it  appears  that  that  property  was  held  by  payment  to  the  king  of  a  silver  penny 
upon  the  Caitle  Hill  of  Edinburgh.  "  Fourteen  years'  services  as  Constable,  including  so 
memorable  a  siege,  may  perhaps  account  for  the  silver  link  between  the  Wrychtishousis 
and  the  Castle  Hill." » 

The  singular  edifice  thus  intimately  associated  with  a  historical  event  of  such  memorable 
importance,  formed  by  far  the  most  striking  example  of  an  ancient  baronial  mansion  that 
existed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh.  Minutely  examined,  it  exhibited  the 
picturesque  blending  of  the  rude  feudal  stronghold  with  the  ornate  additions  of  more 
peaceful  times,  combining  altogether  to  produce  a  pleasing  effect  rarely  equalled  by  more 
regular  designs.  The  effect  of  this  irregular  group  of  the  various  styles  of  Scottish 
architecture  is  described,  by  those  who  still  remember  it  with  regret,  as  singularly  striking, 
eppecially  when  viewed  from  the  Borough  Muir  towards  sunset,  rearing  its  towers  and 
pinnacles  against  the  evening  sky.  Had  it  remained  till  now,  it  is  probable  that  the  pre- 
valence of  a  better  taste  would  have  induced  the  trustees  of  Oillcspie's  foundation  to  adapt 
it  to  the  purposes  of  their  charitable  institution,  instead  of  levelling  it  with  the  ground. 
Its  demolition,  however,  was  not  effected  even  then  without  a  spirited,  though  ineffectual 
remonstrance,  by  a  correspondent  of  the  Edinburgh  Magazine  for  July  1800,  who  writes 
under  the  name  of  Cadmon,  and  urges,  among  other  arguments,  the  venerable  antiquity  of 
the  building,  one  of  the  dates  on  which  was  1376.  "Above  one  window,"  he  remarks, 
"  was  the  inscription,  StcuT  Ouva  fructifbra,  1376 ;  and  above  another.  In 
DoHiKo  CoNFiDO,  1400.  There  were  several  later  dates,  marking  the  periods,  probably  of 
additions,  embellishments,  or  repairs,  or  the  succession  of  different  proprietors.    The  arms 

'  Partition  of  the  Ijennox,  p.  181. 
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over  the  principal  door  were  those  of  Britain  after  the  Union  of  the  Crowns.  On  triangnhir 
■touei,  above  the  windowi,  were  five  emblematical  repreientationi  :— 

And  in  thw*  B*<,  luoh  thtng*  their  (arm  uprNi'il, 
As  w*  oui  louofa,  tut*,  ImI,  or  bcv,  or  mm. 

A  variety  of  the  Virtiua  alio  were  strewed  upon  different  parta  of  the  buildings  la  one 
place  was  a  rude  representation  of  our  first  parents,  and  underneath  the  well-known  old 
proverbial  distich  :— 

When  Adam  delved  and  Ere  ipu, 
Qiibair  war  a'  the  gentlee  than  T 

In  another  place  was  a  head  of  Julius  Caasar,  and  elsewhere  a  head  of  Ootavins  Seoundns, 
both  in  good  preservation."  Many  of  these  sculptures  were  recklessly  defaced  and 
broken,  and  the  whole  of  them  dispersed.  Among  those  we  have  examined  there  is  one, 
now  built  over  the  doorway  of  Gillespie's  School,  having  a  tree  cut  on  it,  bearing  for 
fruit  the  stars  and  crescents  of  the  family  arms,  and  the  inscription  DOiiiNua  kbt  illu- 
MiNATio  MEA ;  another,  placed  over  the  Hospital  Well,  has  this  legend  below  a  boldly 
cut  heraldic  device,  const antia  bt  labors  .  1339.  On  two  others,  now  at  Woodhouselee, 
are  the  following,  beatub  tir  qui  bperat  in  dko  .  1450  .  and  PATRiiB  et  fobteris  .  1513  . 
Altogether  there  were  probably  included  in  the  decorations  of  this  single  building  more 
quaint  and  curious  allegories  and  inscriptions  than  are  now  left  to  reward  our  investigation 
among  all  the  antiquities  of  the  Old  Town.  The  only  remains  of  this  singular  mansion 
that  have  escaped  the  general  wreck,  are  the  sculptured  pediments  and  heraldic  carvings 
built  into  the  boundary  walls  of  the  Hospital ;  and  a  few  others,  referred  to  above,  which 
were  secured  by  the  late  Lord  Woodhouselee,  and  now  adorn  a  ruin  on  Mr  Tytler's 
estate  at  the  Pentlands.  An  examination  of  these  suffices  to  show  that  no  dependence 
can  be  placed  on  the  date  referred  to  by  Cailmon  in  fixing  the  age  of  the  building,  as  the 
whole  are  in  the  florid  style  that  prevailed  in  the  reign  of  James  VI.,  and  were  no  doubt 
cut  at  one  period  as  a  durable  memorial  of  the  family  tree.'  Maitland,  after  refuting  the 
popular  derivation  of  the  name  of  Wrychtiskousis,  from  the  supposed  fact  of  the  wrights 
or  carpenters  having  dwelt  there  while  cutting  down  the  oaks  of  the  Borough  Muir, 
assigns  it  as  the  mansion  of  the  Laird  of  Wryte}  That,  however,  is  merely  reasoning  in 
a  circle,  and  deriving  its  name  from  itself;  but  no  better  explanation  seems  now  dis- 
coverable. 

Only  one  other  suburban  district  remains  to  be  included  in  our  sketch  of  the  old  Scot- 
tish Capital.    Villages  and  hamlets  have  indeed  been  embraced  within  its  modern  exten- 

■  A  minute  account  of  thete,  with  accurate  faoaimilei  of  aereral  of  them,  will  lie  found  in  "  The  Hiitorjr  of  the  Parti- 
tion of  the  Lennox."  The  author  shows  that  from  the  earliest  records  no  evidence  leads  to  the  idea  of  any  connection 
between  the  owners  of  Herchiston  and  Wrychtishousis,  notwithstanding  their  common  name.  Their  arms  are  quite 
distinct,  until  1S13 — the  memorable  year  of  Klodden — when  one  of  the  heraldic  sculptures  shows  an  alliance  between 
the  Laird  of  Wryclitiahuusis  and  a  daughter  of  Herchiston.  The  author,  however,  does  not  notice  the  fact  that  on  the 
family  vault  In  Bt  Ollea's  Church,  the  arms  of  both  families  are  out,  not  impaled,  but  on  two  distinct,  though  attached 
shields,  and  with  the  Herchiston  crest  He  has  been  driven  to  some  very  ingenious  and  learned  theories  to  account 
for  a  shield  iMaring  three  crescents  on  the  field,  which  he  found — where  it  ought  to  be — at  Woodhouselee,  hting  Uu 
anns  of  the  prtKnt  oimtrqflht  home. 

'  Uaitland,  p  £08. — This  derivation  is  deduced  erroneously  from  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough  Muir,  as  given  by 
himself,  where  he  has  printed  In  the  possessive  case  and  as  two  words,  what  should  evidently  read,  "  The  Laird  of 
Wrytashouse,"  u  in  the  previous  sentence,  "  The  Laird  of  Marchiston." — Ibid,  p.  177. 
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■ions,  or  swept  away  to  make  room  for  the  formal  itreoti  aud  iquares  of  the  New  Town ; 
but  these  are  the  ofTspring  of  another  parentage,  though  claiming  a  part  among  the  memorials 
of  the  oldon  time.  At  the  foot  of  Lcith  Wynd — and  just  without  the  ancient  boundaries 
of  the  capital,  lies  an  ancient  suburb,  which  though  at  no  time  dignified  by  the  abodes  of 
the  nobility,  or  even  of  citizens  of  note,  was  selected  as  the  site  of  several  early  religious 
foundations  that  still  confer  some  interest  on  the  locality.  The  foot  of  the  Wynd  (the  only 
portion  which  now  remains)  was  remarkable  as  the  scene  of  one  of  those  strange  acts  of  lawless 
violence,  which  were  of  such  frequent  occurrence  in  early  times.  John  Qraham,  parson  of 
Kiilearn,  one  of  the  supreme  criminal  Judges,  having  married  the  widow  of  Sandilands  of 
Calder,  instituted  a  vexatious  law-suit  against  her  son.  The  partizans  of  the  latter  probably 
considered  it  vain  to  compete  with  a  lawyer  at  his  own  weapons,  and  his  uncle.  Sir  James 
Sandilands,  accompanied  by  a  body  of  his  friends  and  followers,  lay  in  wait  for  the  Judge  on 
the  Ist  of  February  1592,  in  the  wynd,  which  then  formed  one  of  the  principal  avenues  to 
the  town,  and  avenged  their  quarrel  by  murdering  him  in  open  day,  without  any  of  the  per- 
petrators being  brought  to  trial  or  punishment'  At  the  foot  of  the  wynd  stood  the  building 
known  as  Paul's  Work,  rebuilt  in  1610,  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  religious  foundation. 
About  the  year  1470,  Thomas  Spence,  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  founded  an  hospital  there,  for 
the  reception  and  entertainment  of  twelve  poor  men,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
under  the  name  of  the  Hospital  of  our  Lady  in  Leith  Wynd,  and  it  subsequently  received 
considerable  augmentations  to  its  revenues  from  other  benefactors.  It  is  probable  that 
among  these  benefactions  there  had  been  a  chapel  or  altar  dedicated  to  St  Paul,  unless, 
indeed,  this  was  included  in  the  original  charter  of  foundation.'  All  these  documents, 
however,  are  now  lost,  and  we  are  mainly  left  to  conjecture  as  to  the  source  of  the  change 
of  name  which  early  took  place.  In  1582  the  Common  Council  adapted  this  charitable 
foundation  to  the  new  order  of  things,  and  drew  up  statutes  fur  the  guidance  of  the 
Bedemen,  wherein  it  is  required  that,  "  in  Religion  they  be  na  Papistes,  bot  of  the  trew 
Religion.'"  Subsequently  the  whole  revenues  were  diverted  to  purposes  never  dreamt  of 
by  the  pious  founders.  The  buildings  having  probably  fallen  into  decay,  were  recon- 
structed as  they  now  appear,  and  certain  Dutch  manufacturers  were  invited  over  from  Delft, 
and  established  there  for  the  instruction  of  poor  girls  and  boys  in  the  manufacturing  of 
woollen  stuffs.  The  influence  of  these  strangers  in  their  legitimate  vocation  failed  of  effect, 
but  Calderwood  records  in  1621,  "  Manie  of  the  profainuer  sort  of  the  toun  were  drawen 
out  upon  the  sixt  of  May,  to  May  games  in  Gilniertuun  and  liosselinc ;  so  profanitie 
began  to  accompanie  superstition  and  idolatrie,  as  it  bath  done  in  former  times.  Upon 
the  first  of  May,  the  weavers  in  8t  Paul's  Worke,  Euglishe  aud  Dutche,  set  up  a 
highe  May  pole,  with  their  garlants  and  bells  hanging  at  them,  whcrat  was  great  concurse 

■  Araot'i  Criminal  Triala,  p.  174. 

''  "  Feb.  7, 1696. — It«ductiun  puraunl  by  the  Town  u{  Edinburgh  against  Sir  Wm.  Binny,  and  other  partnen  of  the 
Linen  Manufactory  in  Paul's  Work,  of  the  toclc  aet  to  tkem  of  tlie  same  in  1683.  Insisted  Imu,  that  this  house  was 
foundetl  by  Thos.  3pence,  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  reign  of  King  Jainea  II.,  fur  discipline  aud  training  of  idle  vaga> 
bonds,  and  dedicated  to  St  Paul ;  aud  by  an  Act  of  Council  in  1626,  wan  doatinato  aud  mortified  fur  educating  boya  in  a 
i^ouUen  manufactory  ;  and  this  tacic  had  inverted  the  original  design,  coutrary  to  the  Ctb  Act  of  I'arli.iinent,  1633, 
discharging  the  sacrilegious  inversion  of  all  pious  donations.'* — Fuuntainhall's  Decisions,  vol.  i,  p.  709.  "  There  was  a 
hospital  aud  chapel,  dedicated  to  St  Paul,  in  Edinburgh  ;  aud  there  was  in  the  chapel  an  altar  and  chaplainry  consecrated 
to  the  Virgin  ;  of  which  Sir  William  Knolls,  the  preceptor  of  Turphicheu,  claimed  the  patronage  before  the  Privy  Council, 
in  1495." — Pari.  Kec.  472.     Caledonia,  vol.  ii.  p.  471.  '  Maitlaud,  pp.  468-9. 
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of  |i«ople." '  Thii  manufluturing  iiieculution,  though  deviiod  for  tionevolent  purpoui, 
entiralx  failed,  and  diMipated  the  whole  revenuei  of  the  older  fnundatlofk.  Wo  next  And 
it  converted  into  an  Hoapital  for  the  wounded  loldiura  of  General  liUiiiio'i  arnijr,  during 
the  ikirmiihing  that  preceded  hii  total  defeat  at  Dunbar  i '  and  thereafter  it  reached  ita 
final  degradation  aa  a  penal  workhouie  or  bridewell,  in  which  capacity  it  ii  referred  to  in 
the  "  Heart  of  Midlothian."  The  building  wai  decorated  with  the  citjr  arms,  and  lundry 
other  rudely  sculptured  devicea  on  the  podimenta  of  the  dormer  windowa  that  appear  in 
our  view,  and  over  the  doorway  was  inacribed  the  pioua  aspiration : — GOD  *  BLIS  *  THIS  * 
WAUK  •  with  the  date  ICIU. 

Beyond  thia  Ilea  the  diatrict  of  Calton,*  which  hod  for  ita  auperiora  the  Lorda  Balmeri- 
noch,  until  the  Common  Council  purchased  the  au|)eriority  of  it  from  the  laat  repreaentative 
of  that  noble  family,  who  periahed  on  the  block  in  1740.  Tlie  flrat  Lord  Balmorinoch  was 
made  the  auapegoat  of  hia  royal  moater  Jamea  VI.,  on  the  Hocrotary  Cecil  producing  a 
letter  to  the  Council,  which  hia  M^jeaty  hod  written  to  the  Pope,  Clement  VIII.,  with  the 
view  of  amoothing  hia  acceaaiou  to  the  Engliah  throne.  Lord  Balmurinoch  waa  acouaed  as 
the  author  of  the  letter,  and  sent  prisoner  t4>  Edinburgh,  "  with  the  people  of  which  place," 
says  Boott  of  Hcotstarvit,  "  he  waa  little  favoured,  l)Ocauae  he  had  acquired  many  landa 
about  the  town,  ao  that  John  Henderaon,  the  bailie,  forced  him  to  light  off  hia  horse  at 
the  foot  of  Lcitli  Wyud,  allwit  he  had  the  roae  in  his  leg,  and  waa  very  unable  to  walk, 
till  he  came  to  the  prison  house."  Ho  was  condemned  to  be  beheaded,  but  waa  aoon  after 
permitted  to  retire  to  hia  own  house,  the  whole  being  a  more  ru»e  to  cover  the  King's 
double  dealing.  Tlie  last  Jjord  presented  the  Old  Calton  Burying  Ground  to  his  vassals, 
08  a  place  of  sopuUuie,  and  it  is  said  offered  thuni  the  whole  hill  for  £40.  This  district, 
however,  must  have  exiitted  long  before  King  Jamea  bestowed  that  title  on  hia  favourite, 
aa  the  laat  remains  of  an  ancient  chapel,  dedicated  to  St  Ninian  were  swept  away  in  1814, 
in  clearing  the  site  for  the  west  pier  of  the  Itegeut  Bridge.  Only  the  crypt,  or  vaulted 
ground  story,  remained  at  the  time  of  its  demolition ;  but  "  the  baptismal  font,"  as  Arnot 
styles  it,  or  more  probably  the  holy-water  stoup,  was  removed  by  Mr  Walter  Ross  in  1778, 
to  the  curious  Gothic  tower  built  by  him  at  Dean  Haugh.  It  consists  of  a  neatly  sculp- 
tured bason,  forming  the  base  of  a  Gothic  niche,  and  surmounted  by  an  elegant  Gothic 
canopy,  and  now  forms  one  of  the  heterogeneous  decorations  collected  by  Sir  Walter  Scott 
for  his  mansion  at  Abbotttfurd.  Nothing  is  known  either  of  the  founders  or  the  date  of 
erection  of  St  Ninian's  Cha}iol.  Tlie  neighbouring  Collegiate  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
was  dedicated,  in  the  charter  of  foundation,  "  For  the  praise  and  honour  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  of  the  ever-blessed  and  glorious  Virgin  Mary,  of  St  Ninian  the  Con/essor,  and  of 
all  saints  and  elect  of  God."  *  The  chafiel  appears,  however,  to  have  been  a  dependency 
of  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood,  from  different  notices  of  it  that  occur  in  licences  granted  by 
the  Abbots  to  the  Corporations  of  the  Canongate,  for  founding  and  maintaining  altars 
in  the  Abbey  Church.  In  a  licence  granted  in  1554,  by  Itobert  Stewart,  Abbot  of 
Holyrood,  "  for  augmentntiouu  of  dyuine  seruice  at  ano  alter  to  be  biggit  within  our  sayd 
abbay,  quhare  Sanct  Crispine  and  Crispiniaue  yer  putronis  sail  stand ; "  it  is  added. 


'  Caldarwoix],  vol,  vil.  p.  4S8. 

*  "  Calton,  or  Caliimm,  \»  admitted  to  ba  the  hill  oorerod  with  bushes." 

*  Cbutar  of  Foundatiuu,  Maitland,  p.  207. 


"  NIooU's  Diary,  p.  23. 
'  DalrjrDiple's  Annals,  vol.  i.  p.  V6. 
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"And  all  it  it  onr  will  jrtt  jre  conlinarii  dwellknd  within  our  regmlito,  .  .  .  baayda  onr 
ohapcll  of  H«nct  Ninikne,  outwith  Hanot  Androwi  I'ort  beijrde  Kdinburoht,  Iw  in  brather* 
heid  and  (kllowichipfl  with  jro  uid  dekin  and  mastorii  of  ye  said  Cordinar  orauft." '  The 
main  itreut  of  the  Haronjr  of  Oalton,  derived  ttom  thia  ancient  chapel  the  name  of  St 
Minian'i  Itow,  and  although  thii  had  boou  iuporsoded  by  common  ooneent  of  late  jean, 
there  itill  rcmaini  carved  on  the  wctt  tide  of  the  large  old  well  the  name  and  date,  Br 
NiNUM'a  Itow,  175S;  while  on  the  lintel  of  the  eaat  doorway  ii  ont  "  Craio  Ekd,"  th« 
term  by  which  the  High  Calton  waa  known  of  old.  Here  alio  ia  the  boundary  of  South 
Ijiiith  I'arith,  in  proof  of  which  there  niight  recently  be  aoen  carved  and  gilded  in  railed 
letters  on  a  beam  under  the  nnrth-weit  gallery  of  St  Mary'a  Church,  Leith,  "  For  thi 
Craio  End,  1053."  The  engraving  of  St  Ninian'a  Itow  will  nerve  to  convey  lome  ide* 
of  the  pioturcique  range  of  ediflcoi  dedicated  of  old  to  the  Confeaaor,  and  iwept  awaj 
by  the  recent  opvrutiuni  of  the  North  Uritinh  Itailway.  They  were  altogether  of  a  hnmbU 
charocti'r,  and  apiwar  to  have  very  early  received  a  more  appropriate  dedication  as 
"  The  Ueggor  liuw."  One  itono  tenement,  which  aeemed  to  lay  claim  to  aomewhat 
higher  preteniiona  than  its  frail  lath  and  plaster  neighbours,  owed  its  origin  to  the 
tem|M)rary  prosfterity  of  the  vassals  of  St  Crispin  in  this  little  barony.  An  ornamental 
panel  graced  the  front  of  its  projecting  staircase,  decorated  with  the  Shoemakers* 
arms,  surrounded  with  a  richly  sculptured  border,  and  bearing  the  pious  motto ; — QoD 
BLISS  THCii  coBoiNBHH  or  BDiNBUROii,  WHA  BUILT  THIS  HousB.  It  WBS  Sacrificed,  we 
presume,  in  the  general  ruin  of  the  Cordinors  of  Canongate  and  its  dependencies.  In 
Sompill  of  Beltrees*  curious  poem,  "  Tlie  Banishment  of  Poverty,"  already  referred  to, 
the  author  and  his  travelling  companion,  the  Genius  of  Poverty,  make  for  this  locality 
as  the  best  suited  for  such  wayfarers  : — 

W*  ImM  th*  Long-gate  to  Utth  Wjnw, 

Whtrt  poonat  |iuraM  uwd  to  b«  | 
And  In  th«  Caltown  lodgod  •jn*, 

Fit  quMton  (or  luoh  oompul*. 

Such  was  its  state  in  1080,  when  it  formed  one  of  the  chief  thoroughfkros  to  the  city, 
and  the  road  which  led  by  the  ancient  Burgh  of  Broughton  to  the  neighbouring  seaport 
The  principal  approach  to  Lcith,  however,  continued  for  nearly  a  century  after  this  to  be 
by  the  Eastern  Iload,  through  the  Water  Qato ;  and  the  present  broad  and  handsome 
thoroughfare,  which  still  retains  the  name  of  Leith  Walk,  was  then  simply  an  elevated 
grovel  path.  The  origin  of  this  valuable  modern  improvement  is  strangely  traceable  to  one 
of  the  most  disastrous  campaigns  of  the  seventeenth  century.  During  the  monoouvringa 
of  the  Scottish  army  under  their  Covenanting  leader,  Qeneral  Leslie,  in  1050,  previous  to 
the  battle  of  Dunbar,  the  whole  forces  were  drawn  up  for  a  time  in  the  open  plain  between 
Edinburgh  and  Lcith,  and  a  line  of  defence  constructed  by  means  of  a  redoubt  on  the 
Calton  Hill,  and  another  at  Leith,  with  a  trench  and  parapet  extending  between  them. 
The  position  was  admirably  adapted  both  for  the  defence  of  the  towns  and  the  security  of 
the  army,  so  long  as  the  latter  remained  on  the  defensive ;  but  the  superior  tactics  of 

>  Liber  Cartorum,  App.  p>  291 .  Thii^  it  will  be  oburved,  U  an  <ull«r  notioa  of  the  Cordinen  of  Citnongatc  ttuui 
that  referred  to  on  p.  201.  The  Hall  i>f  the  Curdlnera  of  Calton  waa  onlf  damoUahed  in  181S,  for  the  aite  of  the  North 
Britlah  Uailwa;  SUtiun. 
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Oromwall  imd  draw  Oeneral  LmIIo'i  (hrcea  out  of  thoir  *ecura  potitlnn,  and  tempted  thorn 
to  follow  to  their  own  dcatruction.  Tho  mound  thiii  thrown  up  hotwocn  the  two  town* 
WH  fradnally  improved  into  ■  pleMsnt  footpath.  Defoe  romnrlcii  in  1748— Ij«ith  Wynd 
"  leads  north  into  a  luburb  called  the  Caiton ;  (Voni  whence  there  i«  a  very  handiome 
gravel-walk  twenty  feet  broad,  continued  to  tho  town  of  Leilh,  which  it  kept  in  gwA 
repair  at  the  public  charge,  and  no  homci  Mutfored  to  come  u|)on  it." '  Tliu«  it  continued 
till  the  opening  of  the  North  Bridge  in  1772,  when  it  nocma  to  have  boon  adopted  aa  a 
carriage-road,  with  verjr  little  provision  for  iti  locuritjr  or  nmintciiance.  It  ha*  iiinco  Iwen 
converted,  at  great  exiiento,  into  ono  of  tliu  broadoiit  and  moiit  lubntantini  rondwayn  in  tho 
kingdom,  along  which  handiome  ttrocta  and  iquarot  nro  now  laid  out,  do«tinod,  when  com- 
pleted, to  unite  the  capital  and  ita  aenport  into  ono  groat  city  t  but  it  atill  rotaina,  in  ita 
name  of  Leith  Walk,  a  memento  of  the  pi>riod  whon  it  wua  rart'Ailly  guardud  for  tho 
ezoluaivo  uae  of  |)odeatrian  travollera.  About  hnif-way  Itotwoon  Edinburgh  and  Ijoith,  on 
the  weat  side  of  the  Walk,  ia  tho  aite  of  tho  Qnllow-Lee,  once  a  riaing  ground,  wlume 
summit  waa  decorated  with  tho  hidooua  apparatua  of  public  execution,  |)ermanently  erected 
there  for  the  expoauro  of  the  mangled  limba  of  notorioua  culprita  or  |iolitical  otfondera. 
This  acouraod  Golgotha,  however,  lina  boon  litcrnlly  curted  awny,  to  convert  tho  fine  aand, 
of  which  it  chiefly  conaiatod,  into  mortar  for  tho  buildera  of  tho  New  Town  ;  and  tho  for- 
saken sand-pit  now  blooms  with  the  rnreat  oxotioa  and  the  froith  tinta  of  nuraling  trcoa, 
the  whole  ground  being  laid  out  aa  a  nursery.  Tho  riaing  ground  called  Horiot'a  Hill, 
which  Ilea  immediately  to  the  north  of  tho  nurMory,  aorves  to  ahow  the  former  height  of  the 
Gallow-Lee.  When  the  surrounding  ground  woi*  unoccupied,  and  tho  whole  area  of  tho 
New  Town  lying  in  o|)on  iieldi,  tho  lonely  gibbet  with  ita  loathiome  burden  muat  have 
formed  a  prominent  object  from  a  cdUMiderablo  diataiico  on  every  aide — a  moral  letaon,  aa 
our  forefathers  conceived,  of  great  value  in  tho  auburbun  laudacapo  1 


■  Dffun'i  Tour,  Tot.  Iv.  p.  so. 


ril AFTER  X. 

I.RITH,  AND  TIIK  NEW  TOWN. 

TIIK  hiiitory  anil  antiqiiitici  of  the  unoiont 
biirifh  of  L<>iili  nru  niuuh  too  iiriiiNtoljr 
cDtinootvil  with  tliu  Hcottiiih  capital  to  M<)niit  of 
their  IxiiiiK  ovorhioktid  aiiioii^  it*  vcn  >ritMti  mo- 
tiioriuU.  Tlu)  purlit'Kt  iioticu  of  Lcith  (K.inirii  in 
tiiu  ori(;iiinl  cliartur  of  llolyrooj  Abbey,  wiicro 
it  in  iiiontionuil  anions  thu  gifti  buiitowcil  bjr 
Hitiiit  David  on  bin  royal  foundation,  under  the 
nauio  of  Invurkitb.  Litllo,  howover,  la  known 
of  ita  hidtory  until  tlio  year  lUSO,  when  thn 
ritiiscnN  of  KdinburKh  obtained  from  King 
Robert  I.  a  grant  of  t'u  Harbour  and  MilU  of 
lH;itli,  for  the  payment  of  fliYy-two  morki  yearly. 
From  that  period  almost  to  our  day  it  baa 
remained  aa  a  vusHal  of  Edinburgh,  not  incor- 
porated, like  the  Canongato,  by  amicable  relationit  and  the  bcncfluent  fruitM  of  a  |iaternal 
away,  but  watched  with  a  apirit  of  mean  Jealonay  that  Hecmed  ever  to  dread  the  atep-cliild 
becoming  a  formidable  rival.  It  bore  a  Hharu  in  all  the  dlHaater*  that  Iwfell  itn  jealona 
neighbour,  without  partaking  of  ita  more  proHporoua  fortuncH,  until  thu  Uurgh  Itcform 
Bill  of  1833  at  length  freed  it  from  thin  alavinh  vaxitalagc,  that  proved  in  its  operations 
alike  injnriouH  to  the  Capital  and  itn  Port,  The  position  it  occupied,  and  the  itharo  it  hod 
in  the  aucccNftive  struggles  that  exercixed  ao  marked  an  influence  on  the  liiHtory  of  Kdin- 
burgh,  have  already  been  aufliciently  dctailcil  in  tiiu  introductory  akctch.  It  auffered 
nearly  aa  much  from  the  invading  armiuH  of  Henry  VIII.  as  Edinburgh ;  while  in  the 
bloody  feudtt  between  the  Congregation  and  the  Queen  Ui'gent,  Mary  of  Quiiic,  and  the  no 
losa  bitter  strife  of  the  Dougliw  wars,  it  was  dragged  unwillingly  into  their  quarrels,  and 
compelled  to  bear  the  brunt  of  its  more  powerful  neighbour's  wrath. 

In  the  reign  of  Alexander  III.  it  belonged  to  the  Leiths,  a  family  who  owned  cxtcn- 
sivo  possessions  in  Midlothian,  including  the  lands  of  Itcstalrig,  and  took  their  patri- 
monial surname  from  the  town.  About  the  commencement  of  the  fourteenth  century 
these  possessions  passed  by  marriage  to  the  Logans,  the  remains  of  whose  ancient  strong- 

ViuxiTTK—  Anna,  Vin«g*r  Clow,  L«itb. 
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hold  still  fVowng  above  the  crag  that  t'\m%  from  the  eastern  bank  of  Lochend ;  and  after 
the  royal  grant  of  the  Harbour  to  the  Town  of  Edinburgh  by  Robert  I.,  Sir  Robert 
Logan  of  Restalrig,  Knight,  the  baronial  lord  of  Lcith,  appears  as  a  successful  competitor 
with  the  magistratcH  of  Edinburgh  for  the  right  of  road-way  and  other  privileges  claimed 
by  virtue  of  the  royal  grant.  The  estate  of  Restalrig  extended  from  the  outskirts  of  the 
Canongato  to  the  Water  of  Lcith,  including  the  Calton,  or  Wester  Restalrig,  as  it  was 
styled ;  but  Logan  was  easily  induced  to  sell  the  rights  of  his  unfortunate  vassals  to  their 
jealous  rivals.  The  Logans,  however,  continued  long  afterwards  to  possess  nearly  the 
whole  surrounding  property,  and  thereby  to  maintain  their  influence  and  superiority  in 
the  burgh,  where  they  appear  to  have  always  had  their  town  mansion.  The  following 
allusion  to  it,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  by  a  contemporary,  shows  its  dignity  and 
importance,  at  a  period  when  a  greater  number  of  the  nobility  and  higher  clergy  were 
residing  in  Loith  than  had  ever  been  at  any  earlier  date.  "  Vpoun  the  xvig  of  May  1572, 
thair  come  to  Leith  ane  ambassatour  fra  the  King  of  France,  nameit  Monsieur  Lacrok,  a 
man  of  good  knawlege,  to  inlreat  for  peace  betuix  the  pairties ;  at  the  quhilk  tyme  of 
his  entrie,  the  haill  inhabitaris  and  remanaris  within  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  wer  in  thair 
armour  wpone  the  fieldis  in  sicht  of  thair  aduersaris,  quha  dischargit  fyve  peices  of 
artailzerie  at  thanic,  and  did  na  skaith.  V]ioun  the  xxj  day,  the  foirnameit  ambassatour 
come  to  Edinburgii  Castell,  met  be  Qeorge  Lord  Seytoun,  at  quhais  entrie  certane 
mvnitoun  wes  dischargit;  quha  past  the  same  nycht  to  Leith  agane,  and  lugeit  in  Mr 
Juhne  Loganes  lugeing  thair."'  The  whole  possessions  of  this  ancient  family  were  at 
length  forfeited  in  the  reign  of  James  VI.  by  the  turbulent  baron,  Robert  Logan  of 
Restalrig,  being  involved  in  the  Qowrie  conspiracy ;  though  his  share  in  that  mysterious 
plot  was  not  discovered  till  he  was  in  his  grave.  The  forfeited  estates  were  transferred  to 
the  Elphinstons  of  Balmerinuch,  new  favourites  who  were  rising  to  wealth  and  power  on 
the  spoils  of  the  church  and  the  ruin  of  its  adherents. 

One  of  the  descendants  of  the  barons  of  Restalrig  appears  to  have  retrieved  in  some 
degree  the  failing  fortunes  of  the  family  by  a  gallant  coup-de-mam,  achieved  against  a 
host  of  opponents.  A  gentleman  in  Leith  has  now  in  his  possession  the  marriage-con- 
tract between  Logan  and  Isabella  Fowler,  an  heiress  whom  tradition  affirms  to  have 
been  the  celebrated  Tibbie  Fowler  0'  the  glen,  renowned  in  Scottish  song,  whose  penny 
siller  proved  so  tempting  a  bait  that  the  lady's  choice  involved  the  defeat  of  forty  dis- 
appointed wooers  1  With  Tibbie^a  siller  he  appears  to  have  built  himself  a  handsome 
mansion  at  the  head  of  the  Sheriff  Brae,  which  was  demolished  some  years  since  to 
make  way  for  the  Church  and  Alms  Houses  erected  by  Sir  John  Gladstone  of  Fasqne, 
Bart.  It  was  decorated  with  a  series  of  sculptured  dormer  windows,  one  of  which  bore 
the  initials  I.  L.,  with  the  date  1636.* 

Among  the  antiquities  of  Leith,  as  might  be  anticipated,  there  are  none  of  so  early  a 
character  as  those  we  have  described  in  the  ancient  capital.  Its  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ments apparently  claim  no  existence  prior  to  the  fifteenth  century ;  while  the  oldest  date 
we  have  found  on  any  private  building  is  1573.     It  is  nevertheless  a  quaint,  old-fashioned 


■  Diuraal  of  OccurrenU,  p.  263. 

*  Campbell's  Hut.  of  Ijeith,  p.  315.    Oeorye,  Kraudion  of  Robert  Logan,  who  woa  forfeited,  married  laabel  Fowler, 
daughter  to  Ludovick  Fowler  of  Burncaatle, — Niabet's  Heraldry,  vol.  i.p.  202. 
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looking  burgh,  full  of  crooked  allvya,  and  rambling  narrow  wyndi,  Roattered  about  in  the 
moit  irregular  and  lawless  fashion,  and  happily  innocent  as  yet  of  the  refinements  of  an 
ImproTements'  Commission ;  tliough  the  more  gradual  operations  of  time  and  changing 
tastes  have  swept  away  many  curious  features  of  the  olden  time.  There  is  indeed  an  air 
of  rabstantial  business-like  bustle  and  activity  abont  its  narrow  unpretending  thorough- 
fares,  and  dingy-looking  conntiiig-honses,  that  strangely  contrasts  with  the  gaudy  finery 
of  New  Town  trading.  The  London  fopperies  of  huge  plate-glass  windows,  and  sculptured 
and  decorated  shop  fronts,  so  much  in  vogue  there,  are  nearly  unknown  amon^  the 
burghers  of  Leith.  The  dealers  are  too  busy  about  more  important  matters  to  trouble 
themselves  with  these  new-fangled  extravagancies,  while  their  customers  are  much  too 
knowing  to  be  attracted  by  any  such  showy  baits.  The  contrast  indeed  between  the 
*  Scottish  Capital  and  its  Port  is  even  more  marked  than  that  which  distinguishes  the 
courtly  west  end  of  London  from  its  plebeian  Wapping  or  White  Chapel,  and  is  probably, 
in  all  the  most  substantial  sources  of  difi'erence,  in  favour  of  the  busy  little  burgh  :  whose 
merchants  conduct  a  large  and  important  share  of  the  trade  of  the  North  of  Europe  in 
their  unpretending  little  boothies,  while  the  shopkeeper  of  the  neighbouring  city  magnifies 
the  petty  details  transacted  over  his  well-polished  mahogany  counter,  and  writes  himself 
down  merchant  accordingly.' 

The  principal  street  of  Leith  is  the  Kirkgate,  a  broad  and  somewhat  stately  thorough- 
fare, according  to  the  prevalent  proportions  among  the  lanes  and  alleys  of  this  close-packed 
little  burgh.  Time  and  modern  taste  have  slowly,  but  very  effectually,  modified  its  antique 
features.  No  timber-fronted  gable  now  thrusts  its  picturesque  facade  with  careless  grace 
beyond  the  line  of  more  staid  and  formal-looking  ashlar  fronts.  Even  the  crow-stepped 
gables  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  are  becoming  the  exception ;  and  it  is 
only  by  the  irregularity  which  still  pertains  to  it,  aided  by  the  few  really  antique  tenements 
that  remain  unaltered,  that  it  now  attracts  the  notice  of  the  curious  visitor  as  the  genuine 
remains  of  the  ancient  High  Street  of  the  burgh.  Some  of  these  relics  of  former  tiroes  are 
well  worthy  the  notice  of  the  antiquary,  while  memorials  of  still  earlier  fabrics  here  and 
there  meet  the  eye,  and  carry  bock  the  imagination  to  those  stirring  scenes  in  the  history 
of  this  locality,  when  the  Queen  Kegeut  and  her  courtiers  and  allies  mode  it  their  strong- 
hold and  chosen  place  of  abode ;  or  when,  amid  a  more  peaceful  array,  the  fair  Scottish 
Queen  Mary,  or  the  sumptuous  Anne  of  Denmark,  rode  gaily  through  the  street  on  their 
way  to  Holyrood.  At  the  south-east  angle  of  the  old  churchyard,  one  of  these  memorials 
meets  the  eye  in  the  shape  of  an  elegant  Gothic  pediment  surmounting  the  boundary  wall, 
and  adorned  with  the  Scottish  Regalin,  sculptured  in  high  relief,  with  the  initials  J.  R.  6 ; 
while  a  large  panel  below  bears  the  Royal  Arms  and  initials  of  Charles  IL,  very  boldly 
executed.  These  insignia  of  royalty  are  intended  to  mark  the  spot  on  which  King  James's 
Hospital  stood — a  benevolent  foundation  which  owed  no  more  to  the  royal  patron  whose 
name  it  bore,  than  the  confirmation  by  his  charter  in  1641  of  a  portion  of  those  revenues 
that  had  been  long  before  bestowed  by  the  piety  of  private  donors  on  the  hospital  of  St 
Anthony,  and  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  all  wine  brought  into  the  port  for  the  augmen- 
tation of  its  reduced  funds.     Here  certain  poor  women  were  maintained,  being  presented 

'  Th«  deicriptioD  given  above,  to  a  great  extent,  no  longer  appliee,  u  the  town  has  bo  rapidly  extended  aa  to  bo  now 
part  of  the  City,  and  ia  alio  not  behind  iba  great  neighbour  in  the  wealth  of  impoaing  ahop  f rontai 
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thereto  by  the  United  Oorporationa  of  Leith,  exclusive  of  that  of  the  Mariners,  the  wealthieat 
and  molt  numeroui  claw  of  privileged  citizens,  whose  Hospital,  dedicated  to  the  Hoi/ 
Trinity,  stood  directly  opposite  to  St  Mary's  Church,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Trinity  House.  The  inscription  which  adorned  the  ancient  edifice  is  built  into  the  south 
wall  of  the  new  building  at  the  corner  of  St  Qilos'  Street,  out  in  large  and  highly  orna- 
mental antique  characters — In  the  namk  or  tuk  Lohd  ve  mabtebib  akd  maremblib 
BVLiB  THIS  H0V8  TO  TB  POVR.  Anno  Domimi  '655.  The  date  of  this  foundation  is 
ourious.  Its  dedication  implies  that  it  originated  with  the  adherents  of  the  ancient  faith, 
while  the  date  of  the  old  inscription  indicates  the  very  |)eriod  when  the  Queen  Regent 
assumed  the  reins  of  government.  That  same  year  John  Knox  landed  at  Leith  on  his 
return  from  exile ;  and  only  three  years  later,  the  last  convocation  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  that  ever  assembled  in  Scotland  under  the  sanction  of  its  laws,  was  held  in  the 
Blackfriars'  Church  at  Edinburgh,  and  signalised  its  final  session  by  proscribing  Sir  David 
Lindsay's  writings,  and  enacting  that  his  "  buik  should  be  abolished  and  brunt." 

To  the  east  of  the  Trinity  House,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Kirkgate,  a  very  singular 
building  fronts  the  main  street  at  the  head  of  Combe's  Close.  The  upper  stories  appear 
to  have  been  erected  about  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  form  rather  a  neat  and 
picturesque  specimen  of  the  private  buildings  of  that  period.  But  the  ground  floor  pre- 
sents difiierent  and  altogether  dissimilar  features.  An  arcade  extends  along  nearly  the 
whole  front,  formed  of  semicircular  arches  resting  on  massive  round  pillars,  finished  with 
neat  moulded  capitals.  Their  appearance  is  such  that  oven  an  experienced  antiquary, 
if  altogether  ignorant  of  the  history  of  the  locality,  would  at  once  pronounce  them  to  be 
early  and  very  interesting  Norman  remains.  That  they  are  of  considerable  antiquity 
cannot  be  doubted.  The  floor  of  the  house  is  now  several  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
stvoet ;  and  the  ground  has  risen  so  much  within  one  of  them,  which  is  an  open  archway 
giving  access  to  the  court  behind,  that  a  man  of  ordinary  stature  has  to  stoop  considerably 
in  attempting  to  pass  through  it.  No  evidence  is  more  incontrovertible  as  to  the  great 
age  of  a  building  than  this.  Other  instances  of  a  similar  mode  of  constrnotion  are, 
however,  to  be  found  in  Leith,  tending  to  show  that  the  style  of  architecture  is  not  a  safe 
criterion  of  the  date  of  their  erection.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  is  an  ancient  edifice 
in  the  Sheep's  Head  Wynd,  the  ground  floor  of  which  is  formed  of  arches  constructed 
in  the  same  very  early  style,  though  somewhat  plainer  and  less  massive  in  character, 
while  over  the  doorway  of  the  projecting  staircase  is  cut  in  ornamental  characters  the 
initials  and  date,  D.  W.,  M.  W.,  1579.  The  edifice,  though  small  and  greatly  dilapidated, 
is  ornamented  with  string  courses  and  mouldings,  and  retains  the  evidences  of  former 
grandeur  amid  its  degradation  and  decay.'  Maitlaud  refers  to  another  building,  still 
standing  ot  the  north-west  corner  of  Queen  Street,  which,  in  his  day,  had  its  lower  story 
in  the  form  of  an  open  piazza,  but  modern  alterations  have  completely  concealed  this 
antique  feature.  Here  was  the  exchange  or  meeting-place  of  the  merchants  and  traders 
of  Leith  for  the  transaction  of  business,  as  was  indicated  by  the  popular  name  of  the 
Burss — evidently  a  corruption  of  the  French  term  Bourse — by  which  it  was  generally 
known  at  a  very  recent  period.    The  arches  in  the  Kirkgate  have  also  been  closed  up  and 

>  Thia  tenement  ii  erroneoualy  pointed  out  in  Campbell's  Hiator;  of  Leith  as  bearing  the  earliest  date  on  any  prirate 
edifice  in  the  town. 
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converted  into  ihopi  of  late  yearn,  but  not  lo  effuctiially  as  to  conceal  their  character, 
which  ii  (loBcrving  of  iipecial  notice  as  a  peculiar  and  very  charactoriitic  feature  in  the 
domestic  arcliitocturo  of  the  town.  Returning,  however,  to  the  ancient  edifices  of  the 
Kirkgate,  we  must  refer  the  reader  to  tlie  view  already  given  of  one  which  was  only 
demolished  in  1845,  and  which,  A-om  its  apiHiarance,  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  oldest 
private  buildings  in  Leith.'  Popular  fame,  as  was  mentioned  before,  assigned  its  erection 
to  Mary  of  Quise.  The  value  to  be  attached  to  such  traditional  astiocintions  may  be 
inferred  Arom  a  remark  in  the  most  recent  history  of  Leith  i — "  Wore  we  to  give  credit  to 
all  the  traditionary  information  we  have  received,  Mary  of  Lorraine  would  appear  to  have 
had  in  Leitli  not  one  place  of  residence,  but  at  least  a  score,  there  being  scarcely  an  old 
house  in  the  town  without  its  claims  to  the  honour  of  having  been  the  habitation  of 
the  Queen  Regent  The  mortification,  therefore,  wliich  certainly  awaits  him  who  seta 
out  on  an  antiquarian  excursion  through  Leith,  particularly  if  the  house  of  that  illus- 
trious personage  be  the  object  of  his  pursuit,  will  not  proceed  fVom  any  difficulty  in 
discovering  the  former  residence  of  her  Mi^jesty,  but  in  the  much  more  puzzling  cir- 
cumstance of  finding  by  far  too  many ; — in  short,  that  nearly  all  the  existing  antiquities 
of  Leith  are  fairly  divided  between  Cromwell  and  Queen  Mnry,  between  whom  there  would 
seem  to  have  been  a  sort  of  partnership  in  building  houaea.  As  might  naturally  be 
expected  from  this  association,  her  Mtycsty  and  the  Protector  would  appear  to  have  lived 
on  the  most  sociable  footing.  We  have  in  more  than  one  instance  found  them  residing 
under  one  roof.  Queen  Mary  occupying  probably  the  first  floor,  and  Cromwell  living 
up-stairs." '  Such  popular  aptitude  in  the  coining  of  traditions  is  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  Leith;  but  the  antiquary  may  escape  all  further  trouble  in  searching  for  the 
Queen's  mansion  by  consulting  Maitland,  who  remarks,  *'  that  Mary  of  Lorraine  having 
L.iosen  Leith  for  her  residence,  erected  a  house  to  dwell  in  at  tiio  corner  of  Quality  Street 
Wynd  iu  the  Rotten  Row,"  now  known  as  Water  Lane,  "  but  the  same  being  taken  down 
and  rebuilt,  the  Scottish  Arms  which  were  in  the  front  thereof  are  erected  in  the  wall 
of  a  house  opposite  thereto  on  the  southern  side ;  and  the  said  Mary,  for  the  convenience 
of  holding  councils,  erected  a  handsome  and  spacious  edifice  for  her  Privy  Council  to 
meet  in." '  The  curious  visitor  will  look  in  ain  now  even  for  tiie  sculptured  arms 
that  escaped  the  general  destruction  of  the  ancient  edifice  wherein  the  Queen  liegent, 
Mary  of  Quise,  spent  the  last  years  of  her  life,  embittered  by  tlie  strife  of  factions  and 
the  horrors  of  civil  war ; — an  ominous  preparative  for  her  unfortunate  daughter's  assump- 
tion of  the  sceptre,  which  was  then  wielded  in  her  name.  One  royal  abode,  however,  still 
remains — if  tradition  is  to  be  trusted — and  forms  a  feature  of  peculiar  interest  among 
the  antiquities  of  the  Kirkgate.  Entering  by  a  low  and  narrow  archway  immediately 
behind  the  buildings  on  the  east  side,  and  about  half  way  between  Charlotte  Street 
and  Coatfield  Lane,  the  visitor  finds  himself  in  a  singular-looking,  irregular  little  court, 
retaining  unequivocal  marks  of  former  magnificence.  A  projecting  staircase  is  thrust 
obliquely  into  the  narrow  space,  and  adapts  itself  to  the  irregular  sides  of  the  court  by 
sundry  corbels  and  recesses,  such  as  form  the  most  characteristic  features  of  our  old 
Scottish  domestic  architecture,  and  might  almost  seem  to  a  fanciful  imagination  to  have 
been  produced  as  it  jostled  itself  into  the  straitened  site.    A  richly  decorated  dormer 

>  Ante,  p.  54.  Abridged  from  CamptwU'a  Ilutory  o(  Leitb,  p.  312.  '  Uaitland,  p.  496. 
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wimlow  forma  lliu  chiof  nrnamont  uf  thia  portion  of  thu  biiililini;,  flniahcd  with  unaauallj 
Ano  Kliiabvthan  work,  ntiil  aurnioiintud  by  «  coronet  nnd  thiitic,  with  tho  Ivttur  0.  Dvhinil 
thia  •  aimplu  iqiinro  towvr  rinua  to  a  rnnaiiiurnhlo  height,  Hniithoil  with  »  bartiianod  roof, 
appwentljr  dunignod  for  roinmnnding  an  oxtoniivo  view.  Bach  ia  the  approach  to  tho  aola 
remaining  aboiiu  of  royalty  in  tliia  iinciont  burgh.  Tho  atraitcned  acc«aa,  liowever,  conveya 
a  very  faUo  idea  of  the  aiTomniodntion  within.  It  \*  a  largo  und  elegant  nianaion,  pre- 
aenting  ita  main  front  to  tho  eoitt,  where  an  cxtonaive  piece  of  garden  ground  ia  encloaed, 
reaching  nearly  to  tho  aite  of  tho  ancient  town  walla  t  fVoni  whence,  it  ia  probable,  there 
waa  formerly  an  o|icning  to  the  neighbouring  downa.  The  eaat  front  apfwnra  to  have  boon 
conaiderably  moderni«ed.  Ita  moat  atriking  feature  ia  a  curioualy  decorated  doorway, 
finiahed  in  tho  ornnto  atylo  of  baatard  Qothic,  introduced  in  the  reign  of  Jnmoa  VI.  An 
ogee  arch,  filled  with  rich  Qothic  tracery,  aurmounta  the  aquaro  lintel,  finiHhed  with  a  lion'a 
head,  which  aeema  to  hold  the  arch  auapcnded  in  ita  mouth ;  and  on  either  aide  ia  a  aoulp> 
tured  ahield,  on  one  of  which  a  monogram  ia  cut,  chnracteriaed  by  tho  uaual  inexplicable 
ingenuity  of  tlicao  quaint  riddlea,  and  with  tho  date  1031.'  Here,  according  to  early  and 
credible  tradition,  wan  the  manaion  of  John,  third  Lord  Balmcrinoch,  where  he  received 
the  young  King,  Charlei  II.,  on  hia  arrival  nt  Loith  on  the  20th  July  1050,  to  review  tho 
Bcottiah  army,  which  then  lay  encnm|M>d  on  the  neighbouring  link*,  numbering  above  forty 
thouaand  men.  Charlea  having  failed  in  obtaining  tho  Scottiah  Crown  on  hia  own  terma, 
notwithatanding  hia  being  proclaimed  King  at  tho  Croaa  of  Edinburgh  on  the  execution  of 
Charlea  I.,  had  now  agreed  to  receive  it  with  all  devout  aolemnity  on  the  tenna  dictated 
by  the  Preabyterian  royaliata,  aa  a  covenanted  King.  Ho  proceeded  from  Loith  on  Friday, 
2nd  AugUHt,  and  rode  in  atnte  to  tho  capital  of  his  anceatora,  amid  the  noiitieat  demonatratioua 
of  welcome  from  tho  fickle  populace.  From  the  Caallo,  where  ho  waa  received  with  a  royal 
aalutc,  he  walked  on  foot  to  the  Parliament  Ilouae,  to  partake  of  a  banquet  provided  for 
him  at  tho  expcnae  of  the  City,  and  from  thence  ho  returned  tho  aamo  evening  to  my  Lord 
Balmerinoch'a  Houko  at  Loith. 

We  have  furniahed  a  view  of  tho  fine  old  building  at  the  Coalhill,  near  the  harbour, 
which  ia  believed  to  have  been  "  the  handaomo  and  apacioua  edifice  "  ercctod  by  the  Queen 
Regent  for  the  meeting  of  her  council.  It  ia  a  large  and  stately  fabric,  and  preaenta 
numeroua  evidences  of  former  magnificence  in  ita  internal  decorations.  The  tradition  ia 
confirmed  by  further  evidence ;  aa  a  small  and  mean-looking  little  court  behind,  though 
abandoned  p'.obably  for  conaiderably  more  than  a  century  to  the  occupation  of  tho  very 
poorest  and  moat  squalid  of  tho  population,  still  retains  the  imposing  title  of  the  Parlia- 
ment Square.  The  whole  of  the  buildings  that  enclose  this  dignified  area  abound  with 
the  dilapidated  relics  of  costly  internal  adornment;  some  large  and  very  fine  specimens 
of  oak  carving  were  removed  from  it  a  few  years  since,  and  even  a  beautifully  carved 


'  The  tma  on  the  eecond  thield  do  not  iiipport  the  tradition,  u  tbejr  are  neither  thoie  of  Lord  Balmerinoob,  nor  o( 
hie  enoeitor,  Jainoi  EI|>binitone,  Lord  Coiipar,  to  whom  the  coroiieted  C  might  otberwiie  have  been  luppoied  to  refor. 
The  EarU  of  Crawford  are  alao  known  to  have  had  a  manaion  in  Leith,  but  the  anna  in  no  degree  oorreipond  with  thoae 
borne  by  any  of  theie  famiiioi.  They  are—  iiuarterly,  lit  and  4th,  the  lloyul  Arma  of  Scutiand  ;  2ud  and  3rd,  a  ahip 
with  aaila  furled  ;  over  all,  on  a  ahield  of  pretence,  a  Cheverou.  Aa,  howevnr,  the  houao  appeara  by  the  date  to  have 
been  built  nineteen  yeara  before  the  viait  of  Charlea  to  Leith,  and  the  period  waa  one  when  forfeiture  and  ruin  ooni|)elled 
many  noble  familiea  to  abandon  their  poaaeuiuna,  it  ia  atill  poaaiblu  that  the  tradition  may  be  truatworthy,  which  aaaigna 
it  aa  the  uiauoion  of  Lord  Baluierinoch,  and  the  lodging  uf  the  Merry  Mouarch, 
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old  oftkon  chair  romnined  till  rocontly  an  heirlonin,  boqiicfttlied  by  Iti  patrician  ocoapanta 
to  the  litinililo  tonantji  of  their  dv^radml  dwoliinffi.  A  recant  writer  on  the  antii|uitiei 
of  L«ith,  oonceivea  it  proltable  that  thia  may  have  beon  the  reiidenco  of  tha  Itegent 
Lennox  i  but  wa  have  been  hafllnd  in  our  attempt*  to  arrive  at  any  certain  evidence 
on  the  lubjoct  by  reference  to  the  title*.  "  Mary,"  *ay*  Haitland,  "  having  begun 
to  build  in  the  town  of  Leith,  wa*  followed  therein  by  diven  of  the  nobility,  bi*hopa, 
and  other  pertona  of  diNtinction  of  her  party  i  teveral  of  whoeo  houae*  are  atill  remaining, 
aa  may  be  aeen  in  aundry  place*,  by  thuir  apnrioua  room*,  lofty  oeilinga,  largo  atairoaaea, 
and  private  oratoriea  or  cha|)ela  for  the  celebration  of  ma*a."  IWyond  the  probable 
evidence  afforded  by  auch  remaina  of  decaying  aplendour  and  former  wealth,  nothing 
more  can  now  be  aocertained.  The  occupation  of  Leith  by  noble*  and  dignitariei  of 
the  Church  wa*  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  under  oiroumatance*  little  calculated  to 
induce  them  to  leave  many  durable  memorial*  of  their  preienoe.  A  general  glance,  there- 
fore, at  inch  noticeable  feature*  aa  atill  remain,  will  auffice  to  complete  our  aurvey  of  th« 
■noiont  aea|)ort. 

The  oarlieat  date  that  we  have  di«coverod  on  any  of  the  old  private  building*  of  the 
burgh,  OGcura  on  the  projecting  turnpike  of  an  antique  tenement  at  the  foot  of  Burgeaa 
Cloae,  which  bear*  thi*  in*cription  on  the  lintel,  in  Iloman  character* : — Nisi  nxa  niiiaTRA, 
1673.  Thi*  ancient  alley  i*  the  earlioat  thoroughfare  in  the  burgh  of  which  wo  have 
any  account.  It  wa*  granted  to  the  burge**e*  of  Edinburgh,  toward*  the  olo*e  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  by  Logan  of  Rcatnlrig,  the  baronial  over-lord  of  Leith,  before  it 
acquired  the  dignity  of  a  royal  burgh,  and  the  owner  of  nearly  all  the  land*  that  extended 
along  the  bank*  of  the  harbour  of  Leith.  Wo  are  led  to  infer  fVom  the  atraitened  propor- 
tiona  of  thi*  narrow  alley,  that  tho  whole  export*  an*l  import*  of  the  ahipping  of  Leith  were 
conveyed  on  pack-horse*  or  in  whcel-barrowa,  a*  it  would  certainly  prove  impa*aable  for 
any  larger  wheeled  coaveyance.  It*  inconvenience,  however,  appeara  to  have  been  felt  at 
tho  time,  and  tho  Laird  of  Ilcstalrig  woa  apecdily  compelled  to  grant  a  more  commodioui 
acco«8  to  the  shore.  Tho  inscription  which  now  graces  this  venerable  thoroughfare,  though 
of  B  date  BO  much  later  than  its  firnt  construction,  preserves  a  memorial  of  its  gifts  to  tho 
civic  Council  of  Edinburgh,  as  we  may  reasonably  ascribe  to  tho  veneration  of  some  wealthy 
merchant  of  the  capital  the  inscribing  over  tho  doorway  of  his  mansion  at  Leith  the 
very  appropriate  motto  of  the  City  Arms.  To  this,  tho  olde*t  quarter  of  the  town,  indeed, 
we  must  direct  thoxe  who  go  "  in  search  of  the  picturesque."  Waters'  Close,  which 
adjoins  Burgess  Close,  is  scarcely  surpassed  by  any  venerable  alloy  of  tho  capital,  either  in 
its  attractive  or  repulsive  features.  Stone  and  timber  lands  are  mixed  together  in  admired 
disorder ;  and  one  antique  tenement  in  particular,  at  the  corner  of  Water  Lane,  with  a 
broad  projecting  turnpike,  contorted  by  corbels  and  string  courses,  and  every  variety  of 
convenient  aberration  from  the  perpendicular  or  horizontal,  which  the  taste  or  whim  of  its 
constructor  could  devise,  is  one  of  the  most  singular  edifices  that  the  artist  could  select  as  a 
subject  for  his  pencil. 

The  custom  of  affixing  sententious  aphorisms  to  the  entrances  of  their  dwellings  appears 
to  have  pertained  fully  as  much  to  the  citizens  of  Leith  as  of  Edinburgh.  Blisbit  .  bk  . 
God  .  or  .  hih  .  oims  .  1001.,  L  W.,  L  H.,  is  boldly  cut  on  a  largo  sqnaro  panel  on 
the  front  of  an  old  house  at  the  head  of  Sheriff  Broo ;  and  the  some  favourite  motto 
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frtqMBtljr  ooenri  with  illght  rMriittion*.  Tha  nrliMt  iDaUnra  uf  U  ia  on  tha  front  of  u 
•noient  tanenivnt  at  tha  heail  of  Uiiiiiin'a  Cloaa,  8t  (lilei*  Htrmit,  wh«ra  it  ia  acromiNiniad 
with  n  largo  and  lliiaiy  cut  «hi«lil,  irilh  two  eoata  of  arma  inipalati,  ami  tha  data  I  AM. 
Naar  to  thia,  in  Muckla'a  t'loac,  ia  the  foliowiuK  i— Till .  BMaaiMO  ,  or  .  ood  .  la  ,  nnir  . 
•iciiia  .  M  .  H .  KMM).  lu  Vitii'frar  Oloae,  an  auvivnt  building,  now  tfnttiXj  mmlerniM*d, 
ia  Btlornod  with  •  large  louliitured  ahield,  containing  thv  arni<>rial  Itearinga  rtt)iri!*euted  in 
tha  rignette  at  the  head  of  the  chapter.  In  Mt  Andrew  Htraet,  orer  a  window  on  the  flrat 
floor  of  a  houae  fronting  Hmeatou'a  I'loae,  ia  the  common  legend— Tim  run  <ir  tub  lord 
la  TUB  BBiiiNNiMo  ot  AL  viBi>uMB  i  and  on  the  aamo  building  within  the  cluio,  another 
window  beara  the  brief  inicription  and  date ;— riiB  tub  lord,  1088 1  the  year  of  the 
Uevulutlon.  The  lintel  of  thu  ancient  d(M)rwa7  of  a  houae  in  Water  lAne,  domoliahod  in 
1832,  bora  the  following  piuua  couplet,  with  the  date  1674  i — 


Tllir    AH   WBU!0IIB   IIIRB, 
qUIlA  TUB   LORD   liO    rBIH. 

And  orer  another  doorway  in  Queen  Htreet,  there  ia  cut,  in  more  ancient  and  ornamental 
oharaotera— CRBDBMTI  .  nihil  ,  linuitjc,  A  flue  old  building  near  the  head  of  Queen 
Btroet,  which  waa  only  dumoliiihod  a  few  yean  aincu,  waa  generally  believed  to  be  the 
maniion  which  had  been  huiiourud  aa  thu  residence  of  the  Quuuu  lUtguut  i  but  the  name 
of  the  street,  which  probably  auggvated  the  tradition,  ia  of  recent  origin,  uud  auperaeded 
the  more  homely  one  of  the  I'auncli  Market ;  and  there  ia  no  evidence  in  ita  favour 
anffloient  to  overturn  the  itatcracnt  of  Maitland,  who  wrote  at  a  period  when  there  wua 
Icaa  temptation  to  invent  traditiona  than  now.  The  ancient  tenement,  however,  waa 
evidently  one  of  unuaual  magnificence.  Hcveral  largo  portiona  of  very  richly  carved  oak 
panelling  were  removed  from  it  at  the  time  of  ita  demolition,  the  style  of  which  leavea 
little  doubt  of  their  being  fully  na  old  aa  the  date  of  the  Queen  Itcgent'a  abode  in  Leith ; ' 
and  ita  walla  wore  decorated  with  well  executed  paintings,  aume  of  which  are  aaid  to  have 
had  the  appearance  of  considerable  antiquity.*  The  houae  waa  highly  decorated  on  the 
exterior  with  sculptured  dormer  windows  and  other  ornamenta  common  to  the  build- 
ings of  the  period ;  and  the  oak  window  frames  were  richly  carved  in  the  style  so 
frequently  described  among  the  features  of  our  earlier  domestic  architc3ture.  Many  auch 
are  atill  to  be  met  with  about  Leith,  carved  iu  different  atylea,  according  to  the  period 
of  their  execution  i  the  most  common  ornament  on  those  of  later  date  being  the  egg  and 
arrow. 

Frequent  mention  is  made  by  early  historians  of  the  King's  Work,  an  extensive  build- 
ing that  appears  to  have  occupied  the  whole  ground  between  the  Brood  Wynd  and  Ber- 
nard Street  The  exact  purpose  for  which  it  was  maintained  is  not  clearly  defined  in  any 
of  the  early  allusions,  but  it  probably  included  an  arsenal,  with  warehouses,  and  resident 
officials,  for  storing  the  goods  and  managing  the  revenues  of  the  port.  Tliis  idea  is  con- 
firmed by  the  reddendum  in  the  charter,  by  which  James  VI.  afterwards  conferred  it  on 
a  favourite  attendant — viz.,  that  he  was  to  keep  one  of  the  cellars  in  the  King's  Work  in 
repair  for  holding  wines  and  other  provisions  for  his  M^csty's  use.'    That  some  funds 

>  Mow  la  Ibi  powmlon  of  C.  K.  Sharp*,  Ewi.        '  CampbtU'i  HUtorjr  of  Ulth,  p.  Sll.        *  Anot,  p.  {72. 


J'^ 


MI.MOKIAI.S  Of  HniMlltKUIf. 


WIT*  ili*rivAlili>  fmiii  ii  to  (hi<  Oowii  I*  |iriivi<ii  hy  tliii  (Vvi|iii>iit  imyinrnti  will)  whIfK  it  WM 
hiirili>tiii(|  by  ililTiiri<iit  mnniirrh*,  m  in  lli«  yi>itr  ltT7,  when  KiiiK  .Umn*  Itl.  Krnntml  nut 
iif  it  *  iN'rprliiiil  iiniiiiity  of  Iwnlvn  marka  Hcnti,  for  •ii)>,.'irt  nf  »  i'lm|iliiln  in  ollli'iittK  ht  lh« 
ftltur  of  ||ii>  ii|i|ii<r  I'hniMtl,  ill  ilin  ('oIlKKintK  Cliiiri'li  of  tlm  liltKMil  Vlritlii  Mnry  wlili'li  Iw 
hmi  fiiiiiiilt'il  ni  l(i>«(iilrlt(.  Tim  Kiiix'*  \Vi>rli  wm  MitvmitNKi  oiwly  |iliiri>i|  nt  tliK  iiioalli  '"f 
tht>  liitrlNiiir,  «o  iw  to  M'rvii  itn  n  <li'fi<ni'i<  ngnitxtt  miy  i<iii<iiiy  tlint  iiiiKlit  ii|i|)ronrli  it  liy  imi. 
Tlint  it  (mrtoiik  of  thu  rlmrwti'r  of  •  citiitlcl  or  fortiHi-ntioti,  ■rem*  to  lie  iiii|ili«il  by  mn 
inft'fliiiffiit  KraiitPil  by  (jiiccn  Mnry  in  \Mi  to  •lolm  ('hi<holiii«,  who  i*  thi<rn  iii>«iKimtail 
<'oni|itro||i<r  of  uriillory.  Tli«  niiriciit  ImiiiliiiK*  hml  alinri'il  in  tin'  K'"'''''»I  I'otiHiiKFotioti 
which  liKnnliiioil  t\\»  lii'iNirtiiri*  of  llii<  itrniy  of  llfiiry  VIII.  in  IM4, ilny  woiilil  ii|i|w»r 


to  hitvo  lM*<>n  rn-bitilt  by  (-hinholme  in  »  itylo  of  lubatMntini  iiiukiiiH' 
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nro  tlin  turnii  in  which  tlio  ljni>i<n  contlrmx  livr  former  itf>*ni  to  tht>  comptroller  of  nrtillnry 
nn  hi*  com|il(!tion  of  th«  work  i  "  Kftcr  liir  liii'iica  liiuchriiil  nii%;  ami  rcvoiation  made  in 
IHirliiinu'nt,  liir  mi\jniit«  «rtt  in  feu  fitrtne  to  hir  Invite  luiloiirt'  ilohnnn  ('hi«holmit,  hi*  mitin 
nn<l  n*iKnniN,  nil  nml  liuillc  hir  Iniiiliii,  ciillet  the  KiiiK**  NV'erk  in  L-illi,  within  the 
iMiiinili*  ii|M<ritlt  in  the  in  ferment,  niiiiil  to  him  lhiiirii|Hiii,  i|iiliilkiit  tliun  war  allutcrlin 
ilecayit,  nml  irniiynn  nro  re|inrit  nml  rceilitit  Iki  tho  *niil  •Fohtine  Chiiholmo,  tn  be  |N)licy 
nml  grent  ilecorntioiin  of  tlii*  renltne,  in  that  o|i|)in  |>lui-e  nml  »\n\\t  of  nil  i«trnn)feitri»  and 
uthori*  reiortami  at  the  iichore  of  U'itli."  The  |iro|M>rty  of  Ihu  Kin^'it  Work  renmineii 
vcited  in  the  t'niwn,  notwitliolumlitiK  the  terniN  of  tlii*  royal  ((rnnt.  In  IA7A,  wo  flml  it 
converted  into  nn  honpitnl  fur  the  reception  of  tlioNe  who  recoverud  fy-oni  thv  phtKiu<,  nnd 
in  Ull!)  it  wa*  lM>iitowed  by  •Innicx  VI.  on  hi*  fnvoiirile  I'hiimtM'r-rhii'lif,  or  ^foom  of  the 
ohnmlier,  llernnrd  I.indxny  of  lri)cliill,  by  n  roynl  {(rant  which  empowered  him  to  keep  four 
taverim  therein,  A  pnrt  of  it  wii*  then  fitted  up  n*  a  Tenniii  Court  for  tho  favourite 
INiMtimo  (if  cntchpol,  nnd  continued  to  Iw  uaed  for  lliii*  purpone  till  the  year  llUt),  when  it 
wnK  tnken  |K)iiiioi<iiion  of  by  the  Mii^iNtrntoit  ol  Kdinbiirfrh,  nnd  converted  into  tho  Weigh 
llouiie  of  tho  biir)(li.  Tho  locality  rctnine<l  tho  mitne  of  liirniinfn  Xnok,  derived  from  it* 
occu|mtion  by  tho  roynl  nervitor ;  and  that  of  Iternunl  Street,  wliicli  in  now  conferred  on 
tho  brond  thornughfuro  that  leiiiU  eiiHtwnrd  from  the  Shore,  Htill  preNerve*  n  nicniorial  of 
tho  fnvourite  chnmlior-ebield  of  Jume*  VI.  A  lur^ro  Ntonu  pniiel  which  bore  tho  iltatu 
n(50 — thu  yonr  immediately  HUcceedinK  tho  npproprintion  of  the  Kiii^'H  Work  to  civic 
purpoic* — np|H<nred  on  tho  north  gable  of  tho  old  WoiKh-hoiiHo  which  till  rowntly 
occupied  itH  fiito,  with  the  ciiriou*  device  of  a  rainbow  carved  in  bold  relief,  upriiiKifn^  ut 
either  end  from  n  bniik  of  cjoiidri. 

Tho  chief  thoroughfaro  wiiich  lend*  in  the  Nnmo  direction,  and  tho  one  wo  proNiimo 
which  ■uperKcdcd  tho  KurgeH*  (.'Ioho  m  tho  principnl  npprnnch  to  tho  harlMiur,  io  the  Tol- 
booth  Wynd,  where  the  ancient  Town  Hull  »tood :  n  Hingulurly  picturoMque  i«|H'cimen  of 
the  tolbooth  of  an  old  Scottiiih  burgh.  It  wa*  built  by  the  citi/.en*  of  Ijoith  in  tho  year 
IflflS,  though  not  without  the  otreiiuou*  op|M)Hition  of  their  jonlou*  over-lord*  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Council,  who  threw  every  im|icdimunt  in  their  way ;  until  at  length  Queen  Mnry, 
after  rejiented  remon»trnnce*,  wrote  to  the  I'rovoitt  and  Magi*tratcH : — "  Wo  charge  aow 
that  Kc  permit  oure  Inhabitant*  of  ourc  Rnid  toiin  of  Ijoitli,  to  big  and  cdiflo  euro  unid  Hou« 
of  Ju*ticc,  within  oure  Baid  Toun  of  Ixtith,  and  mak  nn  *to]i  nor  impediment  to  tliaine  to  do 
the  8amyD,  for  it  is  oure  will  that  the  samyn  be  biggit,  and  that  /.e  di*i8t  fra  further  m(de*t- 
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ing  of  them  in  tyme  ouming  as  se  will  anier  to  ns  thairapon."  *  This  royal  mandate,  which 
wa*  lubioribed  at  Holyrood  Palace  on  the  lat  of  March  1663,  appcan  to  have  had  the 
desired  effect,  as  an  ornamental  tablet  in  the  upi>er  part  of  the  building  had  the  Scottish 
Arms,  boldly  sculptured,  with  two  unicorns  for  supporters,  and  the  inscription  and  date  in 
large  Roman  characters— IN  DEFENCE,  M.  IL,  1565.  Soon  after  the  demolition  of 
the  Heart  of  Midlothian,  the  doom  of  the  ancient  Tolbooth  of  Leith  was  pronounced,  and 
plans  procured  for  a  new  conrt-honso  and  prison.  Oreat  exertions  were  then  used  by 
several  zealous  antiquaries,  and  particularly  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Charles  Kirkpatrick 
Shorpe,  Esq.,  to  induce  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  under  whose  authority  the  work 
proceeded,  to  preserve  the  picturesque  and  venerable  fa^do,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
building  could  be  demolished  and  rebuilt  according  to  the  proposed  plan.  The  proposition 
was  treated  with  the  usual  good  taste  of  our  oivio  reformers.  A  deputation  who  waited  on 
my  Lord  Provost  to  urge  their  petition,  were  cavalierly  dismissed  with  the  unanswerable 
argument,  that  the  expense  of  new  designs  had  already  been  incurred ;  and  so  the  singular 
old  house  of  justice  of  Queen  Mary  was  replaced  by  the  commonplace  erection  that  now 
occupies  its  site. 

Near  the  top  of  the  Tolbooth  Wynd,  an  ancient  signal-tower  stood,  which  is  repre- 
sented in  the  accompanying  engraving.  It  was  furnished  with  little  portholes  at  the  top, 
resembling  those  designed  for  musketry  in  our  old  Border  peel  towers  and  fortalioes, 
but  which  were  constructed  here,  we  presume,  for  the  more  peaceful  object  of  watching  the 
owners'  merchant  vessels  as  they  entered  the  Firth.  An  unusually  striking  piece  of  sculp- 
ture, in  very  bold  relief,  occupied  a  large  panel  over  the  archway  leading  into  the  court- 
yard behind.  It  bore  the  date  1078,  and,  amongst  sundry  other  antique  objects,  the 
representation  of  a  singularly  rude  specimen  of  mechanical  ingenuity.  This  consisted  of  a 
crane,  the  whole  machinery  of  which  was  comprised  in  one  large  drum  or  broad  wheel, 
made  to  revolve  like  the  wire  cylinder  of  a  squirrel's  cage,  by  a  poor  labourer  who  occupied 
the  quadruped's  place  and  clambered  up,  Sisyphus-like,  in  his  endless  treadmill.  The  per- 
spective, with  the  grouping  and  proportions  of  the  whole  composition,  formed  altogether  an 
amusing  and  curious  sample  of  both  the  mechanical  and  the  fine  arts  of  the  seventeenth 
century. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Tolbooth  Wynd,  the  good  Abbot  Ballantyne,  who  presided  over  the 
Monastery  of  Holyrood  during  the  closing  years  of  the  fifteenth  century,  caused  a  hand- 
some  stone  bridge  of  three  arches  to  be  erected  over  the  Water  of  Leith,  and  soon  alter 
its  completion,  he  built  and  endowed  a  chapel  at  the  north  end  of  the  bridge,  and  dedi- 
cated it  to  the  honour  of  Qod,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  St  Ninian.  The  Abbot  appears  to 
have  had  considerable  possessions  in  Leith.  He  appointed  two  chaplains  to  officiate,  who 
were  yearly  to  receive  all  the  profits  arising  out  of  u  house  erected  by  the  founder  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  Bridge  of  Leith,  with  four  pounds  yearly  out  of  his  lands  or  tene- 
ments in  South  Leith.  In  addition  to  the  offerings  made  in  the  chapel,  the  tolls  or  duties 
accruing  from  the  new  bridge  were  to  be  employed  in  repairing  the  chapel,  bridge,  and 
tenement,  and  the  surplus  given  to  the  poor.  This  chorter  of  foundation  was  confirmed 
by  James  IV.  on  the  Ist  of  January  1493.*  St  Ninian's  Chapel  was  built  with  the  consent 
of  the  Chapter  of  Holyrood  Abbey,  and  the  approbation  of  William,  Archbishop  of  St 
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Andrew*!  {  and  the  ground  on  which  it  and  the  neighhonring  tenementa  were  erected  it 
■tylfld  in  a  charter  of  Queen  Harjr,  dated  1009,  "  The  liberty  of  the  north  side  of  the  Water 
of  Leith,  commonly  culled  Rudetide : "  an  epithet  evidently  resulting  iVom  its  dependency 
on  the  Abbey  of  the  Holyrood.  St  Ninian'e  Chapel  still  occupies  its  ancient  site  on  the 
banks  of  the  Water  of  lioith,  but  rery  little  of  the  original  structure  of  the  good  Abbot 
remains ;  probably  no  more  than  a  small  portion  of  the  basement  wall  on  the  north  side, 
where  a  small  doorway  appears  with  an  elliptical  arch,  now  built  up,  and  partly  sunk  in 
the  ground.  The  remainder  of  the  structure  cannot  be  earlier  than  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  the  date  on  the  steeple,  which  closely  resembles  that  of  the  old  Tron  Church 
destroyed  in  the  Qreat  Fire  of  1824,  is  1076.  A  large  sculptured  lintel,  belonging  to  the 
latter  edifice,  has  been  rebuilt  into  a  more  modern  addition,  erected  apparently  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne.    It  bears  on  it  the  following  inscription  in  large  Roman  characters : 

— BLXBBID  .  AR  .  THBT  .  TAT  .  HIIR  .  TK  .  TOKD  .  OP  .  OOU  .  AMD  .  K»P  .  IT..  LVK  .  XI  .  1600. 

By  the  charter  of  Queen  Mary,  which  confirmed  the  rights  that  had  been  purchased  by  the 
inhabitants  from  Lord  Holyroodhouse,  the  Chapel  of  St  Ninian  was  erected  into  a  church 
for  the  district  of  North  Loith,  and  endowed  with  sundry  annual  rents,  and  other  ecclesi- 
astical property,  including  the  neighbouring  Chapel  and  Hospital  of  St  Nicolas,  and  their 
endowments.  An  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  in  1606,  creating  North  Leith  a  separate 
and  independent  parish,  and  appointing  the  chapel  to  be  called  in  all  time  coming  the 
"parish  Kirk  of  Leith  benorth  the  brig." 

The  celebrated  Qeorge  Wishart — well-known  as  the  author  of  the  elegant  Latin 
memoirs  of  Montrose,  which  were  suspended  to  the  neck  of  the  illustrious  cavalier  when 
ho  was  executed — was  minister  of  this  parish  in  the  year  1638,  when  the  signing  of  the 
Covenant  became  the  established  t«Bt  of  faith  and  allegiance  in  Scotland.  He  was  soon 
afterwards  deposed  for  refusing  to  subscribe,  and  was  thrown  into  one  of  the  dungeons  of 
the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  his  correspondence  with  the 
Boyalists.  Wishart  survived  the  stormy  revolution  that  followed,  and  shared  in  the  sun- 
shine of  the  Restoration.  He  was  preferred  to  the  See  of  Edinburgh  on  the  re-establiah- 
ment  of  Episcopacy  in  Scotland,  and  died  there  in  1671,  in  his  seventy-first  year.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Holyrood,  where  a  long  and  flattering  Latin  inscrip- 
tion recorded  the  whole  biography  of  that  celebria  doctor  Sophocardiua,  as  he  is  styled, 
according  to  the  scholastic  punning  of  that  age.  The  last  minister  who  o£Bciated  in  the 
ancient  Chapel  of  St  Ninian  was  the  benevolent  and  venerable  Dr  Johnston,  the  founder 
of  the  Edinburgh  Blind  Asylum,  who  held  the  incumbency  for  upwards  of  half  a  century. 
The  foundation  of  the  new  parish  church  of  North  Leith  had  been  laid  so  early  as 
1814,  and  at  length  in  1826  its  venerable  predecessor  was  finally  abandoned  as  a  place 
of  worship,  and  soon  after  converted  into  a  granary.  "Thus,"  says  the  historian  of 
Leith,  with  indignant  pathos,  "that  edifice  which  had  for  upwards  of  330  years  been 
devoted  to  the  sacred  purposes  of  religion,  is  now  the  unhallowed  repository  of  pease  and 
barley  I" 

The  Hospital  and  Chapel  of  St  Nicolas,  with  the  neighbouring  cemetery,  were  most 
probably  founded  at  a  later  date  than  Abbot  Ballantyne's  Chapel,  as  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  founder  for  the  building  of  the  latter  seem  to  imply  that  the  inhabitants  were  with- 
out any  accessible  place  of  worship.    Nothing,  however,  is  now  known  of  their  origin,  and 
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enrj  veitige  of  them  wm  swept  away  by  Qeneral  Honk  when  oonitrnoting  the  Oitadel  of 
Leith,  loon  after  Cromwell  took  poMossion  of  the  town.^ 

The  fortifioationi  which  were  reared  under  the  direction!  of  the  Bepnblioan  General,  ore 
thai  deioribed  in  the  Itinerary  of  the  learned  John  llay,  who  visited  Scotland  in  1061  :— 
<*  At  Leith  we  saw  one  of  those  citadels,  built  by  the  Protector,  one  of  the  best  fortiflcationa 
that  ever  we  beheld,  passing  fair  and  sumptuous.  There  are  three  forts  advanced  above 
the  rest,  and  two  platforms ;  the  works  round  about  are  faced  with  freestone  towards  the 
ditch,  and  are  almost  as  high  as  the  highest  buildings  within,  and  withal  thick  and  sub- 
stantial. Below  are  very  pleasant,  convenient,  and  well-built  houses  for  the  governor, 
officers,  and  soldiers,  and  for  magazines  and  stores.  There  is  also  a  good  capacious  chapel, 
the  piazsa,  or  void  space  within,  as  large  as  Trinity  College  [Cambridge]  great  court."  This 
valuable  stronghold,  which  wao  reared  at  the  cost  of  upwards  o'  £100,000  sterling,  fell  a 
sacrifice,  soon  after  the  Restoration,  to  the  cupidity  of  the  Monarch,  and  the  narrow-minded 
jealousy  of  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh.  It  was  demolished,  and  it^  materials  sold.* 
We  have  given,  in  a  previous  chapter,  a  view  of  the  only  fragment  of  it  that  still  remains ; 
and  have  there  pointed  out  how  extensive  have  been  the  encroachments  effected  on  the  old 
sea  beach  of  late  years.  Not  only  can  citizens  remember  when  the  spray  of  the  sea  billows 
was  dashed  by  the  east  wind  against  the  last  relic  of  the  Citadel  that  now  stands  so  remote 
from  the  rising  tide,  but  it  is  only  about  sixty  years  since  a  ship  was  wrecked  upon  the 
adjoining  beach,  and  went  to  pieces  there,  while  its  bowsprit  kept  beating  against  the 
walls  of  the  Citadel,  at  every  surge  of  the  rolling  waves  that  forced  it  higher  on  the 
strand.* 

Of  the  earlier  fortifications  of  the  town  of  Leith  scarcely  a  fragment  now  remains, 
although  they  were  unquestionably  of  a  much  more  substantial  nature  than  either  of  the 
walls  that  were  constructed  for  the  defence  of  the  neighbouring  capital.  The  capabilities 
of  Leith  as  a  stronghold,  which  could  command  a  ready  intercourse  with  friendly  allies 
even  when  assailed  by  a  hostile  army,  were  first  perceived  by  Monsieur  D'Esse,  the  French 
Oeneral,  who  arrived  in  the  Firth  of  Forth  in  the  summer  of  1648,  bringing  powerful 
reinforcements  to  the  aid  of  the  Queen  Regent  against  the  English  invaders.*  Under  the 
direction  of  the  French  Oeneral,  the  port  of  Leith  was  speedily  enclosed  within  formidable 
ramparts,  constructed  according  to  the  most  approved  principles  of  military  science  then 
known  on  the  Continent ;  as  was  proved  by  their  successful  defence  during  the  siege  of 
1660,  when  the  ramparts  reared  to  repel  an  invading  army  came,  under  the  strange  vicissi- 
tudes of  civil  war,  to  be  maintained  by  foreign  arms  against  the  whole  native  force,  mus- 
tered, with  more  alacrity  than  skill,  by  the  Lords  of  the  CoNonsoATioN.  A  large  and 
strong  bastion,  which  bore  the  name  of  Ramsay's  Fort,  was  constructed  immediately  to  the 
north  of  the  King's  Work,  at  the  foot  of  Bernard  Street,  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour ; 
from  thence  the  ramparts  extended,  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  to  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  Exchange  buildings,  where  the  remains  of  the  second  bastion  existed  about  forty 

1  Ant«,  p.  97. 

•  •■  The  Council  uouimoualy  undentood,  that  th«  Kirk  of  the  Citadell  [uf  Leith},  and  all  that  !■  therein,  both 
timber,  Mate,  ateeple,  etone,  and  glauwurk,  be  made  uae  o(  and  u»ed  to  tlie  best  avail  fur  reparation  of  the  Moapital 
Chapel,  and  onlaina  the  Treoiurer  of  the  Huapital  to  aee  the  lamen  done  with  all  convenienoy ." — Excerpt  from  the 
reoord*  of  Heriot'i  Hoapital,  April  7, 1678. 

*  Campbeira  Uiat.  of  Leith,  p.  803.  *  Aute^  p,  S3. 
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jean  tince,  Thne  coniitted  of  a  narrow  mound  of  earth  of  coniiderable  height,  which 
stood  on  tho  out«kirtt  of  the  open  common  or  LinkH  of  Leith,  ft-om  tlio  top  of  which  a 
beautiful  and  extensive  view  wai  commanded  on  every  itiiK .  There  waa  an  aicent  to  theie 
remains  of  the  ancient  bastion  by  means  of  a  flight  of  stone  stairs ;  and  fVom  the  prome- 
nade being  long  a  favourite  resort  on  account  of  the  view  which  it  afforded,  it  waa  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Lady's  Walk."  From  this  point  the  walls  extended  nearly 
in  a  line  with  Constitution  Street,  diverging  on  either  ttide  towards  the  central  bastion 
of  the  east  wall,  which  projected  cousiderably  beyond  the  others,  and  crossing  the  line 
of  street  obliquely  towards  the  south-west  corner  of  St  Mary's  Churchyard.  The  chief 
gate  of  the  town  was  St  Anthony's  Port,  where  the  walls  intersected  the  Kirkgate ;  and 
beyond  this  point  no  vestige  of  them  has  remained  since  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, although  they  extended  thence  to  the  river,  and  were  continued  on  the  opposite  side, 
so  as  to  enclose  the  more  modern  suburb  that  formed  the  nucleus  of  North  Leith.  No 
sooner  was  the  treaty  concluded  which  put  an  end  to  the  siege  of  Lciih,  in  1500,  than  the 
fortifications  that  had  been  reared  with  so  much  labour  and  skill  were  ordered  to  be  razed 
to  the  ground ;  the  Council  of  the  kingdom  and  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  being  too 
keenly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  their  mischievous  effects  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  a  stronghold  as  one  of  the  keys  of  the  kingdom,  which  hod  bafSed 
the  united  forces  of  England  and  Scotland  to  compel  its  surrender.  !>.»  following  is  the 
order  of  the  Council,  issued  at  Edinburgh  the  2d  July  ISOO,  commanding  their  immediate 
demolition : — "  Forsameikle  as  it  is  noturlie  knawyn  how  hurtful  tho  fortifications  of  Leith 
hes  bene  to  this  bailie  realme,  and  in  specialle  to  the  townes  next  a^ocent  thairunto,  and 
how  prejudiciall  the  samen  sail  be  to  the  libertie  of  this  haille  countrie  in  caiss  straingcars 
■all  at  any  tyme  hereafter  intruse  thameseifs  thairin :  Fur  thir  and  siclyke  considerations 
the  counsull  has  thocht  expedient,  and  clmrgis  the  provest,  baillics,  and  counsall  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  tak  order  with  the  town  and  commcntie  of  the  samen,  and  causs  and  compcll 
thame  to  appoint  ane  sufficient  nomar  to  cast  down  and  demolish  the  south  pairt  of  the 
said  town,  begynand  at  Sanct  Anthoncs  Port,  and  passing  westward  to  tho  Water  of 
Leith,  making  the  block-hous  and  courteine  equal  with  tho  ground."  In  obedience  to  this 
order,  the  whole  of  tho  fortifications  facing  Edinburgh  appear  to  have  been  immediately 
levelled  with  the  ground.  Those  on  the  east,  however,  remained  long  after  nearly  entire. 
They  are  represented  in  a  perfect  state,  extending  uninterruptedly  from  Bernard's  Nook 
to  the  point  of  intersection  at  the  Kirkgate,  in  a  plan  of  Leith  by  Captain  Greenville 
Collins,  dedicated  to  Sir  James  Fleming,  who  was  Provost  of  Edinburgh  in  1081 ;  and 
considerable  remains  of  them  were  only  cleared  away  in  opening  up  Constitution  Street 
and  the  neighbouring  approaches  about  fifty  years  since. 

To  the  westward  of  Leitii  lies  the  ancient  village  of  Newhaven,  or  Our  Lady  a  Port  of 
Grace,  as  it  was  termed  of  old.  It  originated  in  the  general  impetus  given  to  trade  and 
commerce  during  the  prosperous  reign  of  Jitmcs  IV.  Owing  to  tiie  depth  of  water,  a  yard 
and  dock  were  erected  there  for  shipbuilding,  and  a  harbour  constructed  for  tho  reception 
of  vessels,  from  whence  it  received  the  name  of  Newhaven.  A  chapel  was  soon  afterwards 
erected,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St  James  ;  considerable  remains  of  which 
may  still  be  traced  in  the  ancient  cemetery  of  the  village,  consisting  chiefly  of  rude  but 
massive  rubble  walls.     The  jealousy  of  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  however,  stepped  in  to 
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■trangle  in  iU  birth  the  r'  og  haven.  They  pnrohMed  the  euperioritj  of  it  from  Jamee  V.  i 
and  the  Chapel  of  Bt  Jame4,  which  appeara  to  have  been  a  dependency  of  the  Preceptor/ 
of  Bt  Anthony  at  Leith,'  being  luppreiied  at  the  Reformation,  it  aunk  into  the  mere 
flihiog  village  it  itill  remaini.  The  houiee  are  moetly  of  a  homely  and  uninteresting 
character,  though  on  one  near  the  west  end  of  the  village  a  large  eculptured  pediment  ia 
decorated  with  a  pair  of  globei,  a  quadrant,  anchor,  Ac.,  lurmounted  by  a  war  galley  of 
antique  form,  and  with  the  ineoription  and  date, — in  tbi  mbam  or  Ooi>,  1688. 


Notwithitanding  the  modern  title  of  the  New  Town  of  Edinburgh,  it  is  not  altogether 
deititnte  of  antique  aud  onrioui  aiiooir.tions  deserving  of  notice  in  these  Memorials  of  the 
olden  time.  It  has  not  yet  so  completely  swallowed  up  the  ancient  features  of  the  broad 
landscape  that  stretched  away  of  old  beyond  the  sedgy  banks  of  the  North  Loch,  but  that 
some  few  mementoes  ui*  bygone  times  may  still  be  gleaned  amid  its  formal  crescents  and 
squares.  In  preparing  the  site  of  the  New  Town  and  digging  the  foundations  of  the  houses, 
numerous  very  curious  relics  of  the  aborginal  owners  of  the  soil  have  been  brought  to  light 
In  the  summer  of  1822  an  ancient  grave  was  discovered  by  some  workmen  when  digging  the 
foundation  of  a  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  Royal  Circus.  It  position  was  duo  north  and 
south,  which  is  generally  regarded  as  aproof  of  high  antiquity.  It  was  lined  all  round  with 
flat  stones,  and  the  form  of  a  skeleton  was  still  discernable  when  opened,  lying  with  the 
head  to  the  south ;  but  the  whole  crumbled  to  dust  so  soon  as  it  was  touched.  During  the 
following  year,  1823,  several  rude  etone  co£Bns  were  disclosed  in  digging  the  foundation 
of  a  house  on  the  north  side  of  Saxe-Coburg  Place,  near  St  Bernard's  Cha|)el ;  one  of  which 
contained  two  urns  of  baked  clay,  now  preserved  in  the  Museum  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries. This  was,  in  all  probability,  a  burial-place  of  the  period  when  the  Romans  had 
penetrated  thus  far  northward ;  and  the  Britons,  in  imitation  of  their  example,  adopted  the 
pr'-wvive  of  cremation,  while  they  adhered  to  the  ancient  form  of  their  sepulchres.  A 
minute  account  is  printed  in  the  Archseologia  Scotica'  of  the  discovery,  in  1822,  of  a  num- 
ber of  stone  coflins  near  the  ancient  Roman  station  at  Cramond.  They  were  of  rude  con-  ' 
struction,  and  laid  in  regular  rows,  lying  due  east  and  west.  A  representation  is  also  given 
of  a  key  found  in  one  of  the  coffins,  not  greatly  dififering  in  shape  from  those  now  in  use. 
No  mention,  however,  is  made  of  urns,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  belong  to  a  more  recent 
period,  after  the  introduction  of  Christianity  among  the  ancient  Britons.  Other  stone 
coffins  were  discovered  about  the  same  time  immediately  opposite  to  St  Mary's  Church, 
in  levelling  the  ground  for  tho  New  Road ; '  and  similar  evidences  of  the  occupation  of  the 
district  by  native  tribes  at  a  very  remote  period  are  frequently  met  with  all  round  Edin- 
burgh. Several  such  were  found  in  1846,  along  the  coast  of  Wardie,  in  excavating  for  the 
foundations  of  one  of  the  bridges  of  the  Oranton  Railway.  During  some  earlier  operations 
for  the  same  railway,  on  the  27th  September  1844,  a  silver  and  copper  coin  of  Philip  II. 
of  Spain,  along  with  a  quantity  of  human  bones  mingled  vrith  sand  and  shells,  were  dis- 
covered, apparently  at  a  former  level  of  the  beach ;  and  which  were  supposed  at  the  time  to 
be  a  memento  of  some  Spanish  galleon  of  the  Qreat  Armada.  Rude  clay  urns  are  also  of 
frequent  occurrence ;  several  such,  filled  with  decayed  and  half  burned  bones,  and  ashes, 


>  "  Renttl*  Portui  Qraol*  diu  TooaU  U«  New  Ebvyne."— MS.  Ad.  Lib. 
*  ArohiMiIogU  Sootio*,  toI.  iii.  p.  40. 


Analjite  of  ChtrtaUriei^  J.  O.  Dkljrall,  bq. 
•  Ibid,  to).  iiL  p.  48. 
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wen  eihumed  in  digging  for  tha  foundation  of  tha  north  piar  of  tha  Daan  Bridga.  Thay 
wra  Tery  iliglitljr  burned,  and  tho  ornamantal  devioei,  which  haro  bean  traced  ou  tha  loft 
clay,  bear  a  striking  revemblance  to  thoie  uinalljr  found  on  tha  fragmenta  of  ancient 
potter/  which  have  been  diiooverad  in  tha  Tumuli  of  tha  North 
American  Continent  Annexed  ii  a  view  of  one  of  thoia  diecovered 
at  the  Dean,  and  now  in  the  Muieum  of  the  Society  of  Antiquariei. 
Another  intareiting  feature  which  belongs  to  the  hiitory  of  the 
New  Town,  in  common  with  many  other  citiei,  ia  the  ab«orption  of 
hamlets  and  village*  that  have  sprung  up  at  an  early  |)criod  in  the 
neighbouring  country  and  been  gradually  swallowed  up  within  its 
extending  outskirts.  First  among  such  to  fkll  before  the  progress 
of  the  rising  town,  was  the  village  of  Moutrie's  Hill,  which  stood 
on  the  site  of  tha  Register  Office  and  James'  Square,  the  highest 
ground  in  the  Now  Town.  'This  suburban  hamlet  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  its  etymology 
has  been  the  source  of  some  very  curious  research.  Lord  Hailes  remarks  on  tha  subject, 
"  Moutreta  is  supposed  to  be  the  corruption  of  two  Qaelio  words,  signifying  the  covert 
or  receptacle  of  tho  wi'd  boar.'"  It  ap|)ears,  however,  from  contemporary  notices,  to 
have  derived  its  name  from  being  occupied  by  the  mansion  of  the  Moutrays,  a  family  of 
distinction  in  the  time  of  James  V,  A  daughter  of  Alexander  Stewart,  designed  of  the 
Orenane,  an  ancestor  of  the  Earls  of  Qalloway,  who  fell  at  tha  Battle  of  Flodden,  was 
married  in  that  reign  to  Moutray  of  Seafleld,'  Upon  tha  26th  April  1072,  while  the 
whole  country  around  Edinburgh  was  a  desolate  and  bloody  waste  by  reason  of  long 
protracted  civil  war,  a  party  of  tho  Regent  Mar's  soldiers,  who  had  been  disappointed  in  an 
ambuscade  they  had  laid  for  seizing  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  one  of  the  opposite  leaden, 
took  five  of  their  prisoners.  Lieutenant  White,  Sergeant  Smith,  and  three  common  soldiers, 
and  hanged  them  immediately  on  their  return  to  Leith.  The  leaders  of  the  Queeu's  party, 
in  Edinburgh,  retaliated  by  like  barbarous  executions,  "  and  causit  hang  the  niorue  their- 
efter  twa  of  thair  souldiouris  vpoun  ane  trie  behind  Movtrays  Hous,  in  sicht  of  thair 
aduersaris,  in  lycht,  quha  hang  ane  day,  and  wer  takin  away  in  tho  nycht  be  the  saidis 
aduersariB."'  Another  annalist,  who  styles  the  locality  "  Tho  Multrayes  in  tho  hill  besyid 
the  toun,"  adds,  "  The  some  nycht  the  suddartis  of  Leith  oomo  to  the  said  hill  and  cuttit 
doun  the  deid  men,  and  als  distroyit  the  growand  tries  thairabout,  quhairon  the  suddartis 
wer  hangit.  Thir  warres  wer  callit  amang  the  peopill  the  Douglass  weorres."*  Near  to 
the  scene  of  these  barbarous  acts  of  retaliation,  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  build- 
ings at  the  junction  of  Waterloo  Place  with  Shakespeare  Square,*  formerly  stood  an  ancient 
stronghold  called  Dingwall  Castle.  It  is  believed  to  have  derived  its  name  from  John 
Dingwall,  who  was  Provost  of  tho  neighbouring  Collegiate  Foundation  of  Trinity  College, 
and  one  of  the  original  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  on  tho  spiritual  side.  The  ruins  of 
the  castle  appear  in  Gordon  of  Rothiemay's  map  as  a  square  keep  with  round  towers  at 
its  angles ;  and  some  fragments  of  it  are  believed  to  be  still  extant  among  the  founda- 
tions of  the  buildings  on  its  site.    Near  to  this  also  there  would  appear  to  have  been  an 


>  AoDtla  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  p.  96.      '  Wood's  i'earatio.voL  L  p.  018.      *  Diunul  of  OoourranU,  p.  362.      «Ibid,p.2tl. 
*  SbikMpctn  Square,  in  the  o«ntre  of  which  itood  the  old  Theatre  Rojral,  km  removed  in  I860  for  the  erection  ol 
the  new  Poet-Uffice. 
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hoipitol  for  lapeni  in  «wljr  tlmci,  from  »d  entrj  in  the  Council  Rcconli  of  30th  B«pt«mb«r 
1564,  when  Michael  Chiiholm  and  othora  are  commiMioned  to  inquire  into  "  the  eatait 
and  'dour  of  the  awld  Aindatioun  of  the  M|iper-houf  beiyde  Djrniprall."  A  rural  man- 
aioii  occupied  in  former  daye  the  north-caitem  elope  of  Moutrie'i  Hill, — a  curioui  waif 
which  long  lurTired  the  radical  changea  that  had  transformed  the  lilent  fields  in  which  it 
stood  into  long  aronnos  of  populous  streets  and  squares.  From  its  elevated  position— on 
the  hill  where  the  Quten't  men  hung  up  their  adTersaries  as  a  point  visible  alike  to  Edin- 
burgh  and  Leith — it  must  have  commanded  a  magtiificont  prospect  of  the  liothians  and 
Fifeshire,  with  the  Forth,  the  Gorman  Ocean,  and  the  Highland  Hills.  Now  it  is  buried 
under  lofty  tenements,  in  one  of  the  most  populous  districts  of  the  New  Town,  and  with 
miles  of  streets  and  houses  on  every  side  interposing  between  it  and  the  distant  country, 
This  nucleus  of  the  New  Town  was  not,  however,  the  oldest  building  it  contained.  A 
small  iVagment  of  an  ancient  thoroughfare  on  the  west  side  of  the  Register  Office  till 
lately  bore  the  name  of  Oabriel's  Road,  although  it  had  been  closed  for  many  years,  and 
reduced  to  a  more  passage  lending  to  one  or  two  private  dwellings ;  a  New  Town  eloUf 
in  fact,  somewhat  worse  than  many  of  its  defamed  precursors  of  the  Old  Town.  This 
mean-looking  alley  was  the  remains  of  a  country  rooil,  along  which  some  venerable  oitisena 
still  remember  to  have  wended  their  way  lietwecn  green  hedges  that  skirted  the  pleasant 
meadows  and  corn  fields  of  Wood's  farm,  and  which  was  in  days  of  yore  a  fkvourite 
trysting-place  for  lovers,  whore  they  breathed  out  their  tender  tale  of  passion  beneath  the 
fragrant  hawthorn.  It  led  in  on  oblique  direction  towards  the  ancient  village  of  Silver- 
mills,  and  its  course  is  still  indicated  by  the  irregular  slant  of  the  garden  walls  that 
separate  the  little  plots  behind  Duke  Street  from  the  East  Queen  Street  garden. 

When  James  Craig,  the  architect,  a  nephew  of  the  poet  Thomson,  published  his 
engraved  plan  of  the  new  city,  which  had  been  selected  as  the  best  from  a  host  of 
competing  designs,  he  appended  to  it  the  following  lines  from  his  uncle's  poem  t— 

Aiigiiat,  itmuni),  what  Publla  Worki  I  •■•  I 

I.i>,  lUtoljr  itrMUi  t  lo,  •qiiarai  ttwt  eourt  til*  biMM  I 

8m  long  canalt  and  duiwoiid  rirera  join 

Each  part  with  eaoh,  and  with  tha  oiroling  main, 

The  whola  anlivsn'd  laU. 


The  regular  array  of  formal  parallelograms  thus  sketched  out  for  the  future  city,  was 
received  by  the  denizens  of  the  Old  Town  with  raptures  of  applause.  Pent  up  in  narrow 
and  crooked  wynds,  its  broad,  straight  avenues,  seemed  the  beau  ideal  of  perfection,  and 
the  more  sanguine  of  them  panted  to  see  the  magnificent  design  realbed.  Some  echo  of 
their  enthusiastic  admiration  still  lingers  among  us,  but  it  waxes  feeble  and  indistinct. 
The  most  hearty  contemners  of  the  dingy,  smoky  Old  Town,  now  admit  that  neither  the 
formal  plan  nor  the  architectural  designs  of  the  New  Town,  evince  much  intellect  or  in- 
ventive genius  in  their  contriver ;  and,  perhaps,  even  a  professed  antiquary  may  venture 
to  hint  at  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  who  carried  their  road  obliquely  down  the  steep 
northern  slope,  from  Moutrie's  Hill  to  Silvermills,  instead  of  devising  the  abrupt  pre- 
cipitous descent  from  where  the  statue  of  George  IV.  now  stands  to  the  foot  of  Pitt 
Street ;  a  steep  which  strikes  a  stranger  with  awe,  not  unmingled  with  fear,  on  his  first 
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»|>|>ro«ch  to  oar  "  Modarn  Atheni"  from  tha  naiKhbouring  coMt.  When,  aomA  two  or 
thraa  oantnriaa  h«nc«,  tha  Now  Town  ihall  have  ripenod  into  frnit  for  aome  tiMnty-teeond 
etntuty  ImproMwuntt  t'ommiuion,  their  flrat  acheme  will  prolwbljr  lead  to  tha  raatoration 
of  Gabriara  HinmI,  Mid  ita  oonuter|Nirt  from  Charlotte  Hqiiare  to  Pitt  Htreet,  marking  tha 
tallur  of  ScotUnd'a  patron  aaint  on  the  antiquated  parallelogram!  of  Jamaa  Craig  I 

Tha  Tillage  of  Hilvermilla,  tha  remftina  of  which  lie  concealed  behind  Ht  Htephen'a 
Church  and  the  modern  atreeta  that  aurround  it,  may  not  improlNibljr  owe  ita  origin  to 
aoma  of  tha  alchemical  projocta  of  Jamea  IV.  or  V.,  both  of  whom  were  greatljr  addicted 
to  tha  rojal  aport  of  hunting  for  the  preoioua  met«la,  with  which  the  aoil  of  Scotland  waa 
then  belieTed  to  abound.  Sir  Archibald  Napier,  the  father  of  the  philoiophor,  waa 
appointed  Maater  of  the  Mint  and  iuiwrintendent  of  the  minea  and  mineral*  within  the 
kingdom ;  and  we  are  aaaunxl,  on  the  authority  of  an  ancient  manuaoript  in  the  Cotton 
Library,  that  "The  Laird  of  Mcrchiaton  got  gold  in  Pentland  Ililli.'"  The  village  of 
Silvermill*  conaiata  almoat  entirely  of  a  colony  of  tannera,  but  one  or  two  of  ita  houaea 
preaent  the  crow-atepped  gablea  of  the  aeventeenth  century ;  and  though  now  enoloaed 
within  the  extended  town,  we  can  remember  many  a  Haturday'a  ramble  through  green 
fielda  that  ended  at  thia  rural  hamltt. 

Another  and  more  important  village,  which  haa  experienced  the  aame  fate  aa  that  of 
Silvermilli,  ia  the  anciont  baronial  burgh  of  Droughtou.  It*  name  occur*  in  the  charter 
of  foundation  of  Holyrood  Abbey,  granted  by  David  L  in  ll'^8,  and  implie*,  according  to 
H^itland,  the  CaatU  town.  If  it  ever  poa*e**ed  a  fortaliuc  or  keep,  from  whence  ita  name 
waa  derived,  all  veitigoi  of  it  had  diaappearod  centuric*  before  ita  flold*  were  invaded  by 
the  extending  o»pit«l.    The  Tolbootb,  however,  wherein  the  baron'*  court*  were  hold,  and 

ofTondera  accurcd  to  abide  hia  judg- 
ment, or  to  endure  it*  ponaltie*, 
atood  within  thcRC  few  year*  near 
the  centre  of  the  old  village,  bearing 
over  it*  north  door  the  date  ld8!{. 
Ita  brood  flight  of  stc])*  wo*  appro- 
priately flanked  with  a  venerable 
pair  of  atockn;  a  symbol  of  justice 
of  rare  occurrence  in  Scotland, 
where  the  jougt  were  the  usual  and 
more  national  mode  of  pillory.  The 
annexed  vignette  will  auftico  to 
convey  some  idea  of  this  antique 
Htructnre,  which  stood  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  New  Town,  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  east  end  of  Duiony  Street, 
from  whence  it  waa  only  removed  with  all  its  paraphernalia  of  ob*olete  manners  and 
laws  in  the  year  1829.  The  curious  rambler  may  still  stumble  on  one  or  two  of  the 
humble  tenements  of  the  old  village,  lying  concealed  among  the  bock  lanes  of  the  modern 
town.    A  few  years  since,  its  row*  of  tiled  and  thatched  cottages,  with  their  rude  fore- 

Miaoallui  Sootioa,  NtpUr  a{  Marchliton,  p.  228. 
VioHnn — Tha  Totboolh,  Bruughton. 
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■toin  »nd  loofwhoU  windnwi,  contnutiNl  in(Mt  itratifr^-lj  with  the  ti^olning  fluhlonsbU 
■trteti  aiiil  '^<|iwrM. 

Thit  Micionl  Umny  and  tho  (urrnandinir  land*  comprthtndad  within  it*  J nriad lotion 
wura  granted  by  Jamca  VI,  in  1(MW  to  Adam  Dothwell,  Diihop  of  Orknajr,  in  whoM  time 
th«  Tollmoth  of  Iha  burgh  apiwan  to  have  bean  vrentad.  Tha  bialiop  iiirrendcred  the  landa 
to  the  frown  in  IM7,  in  favour  of  Sir  I<ewi«  livliendeu  of  Auehnoul,  Lord  Juitire-Clerk  i 
who  obtained  a  charter  fVont  the  king  uniting  them  into  a  ttM  baronjr  and  regalitjr.  Urough* 
ton  it  reputed  to  have  been  notoriou*  in  old  timet  aa  the  haunt  of  witohea,  who  weie  fre- 
quently incarcerated  in  ita  Tolbooth.  An  execution  of  theae  viotima  of  iu|>eritition,  which 
occurred  there  under  peculiarly  horrible  oircumttaiioet,  during  the  period  of  itt  poaaaaaion 
by  the  Bellendent,  it  thui  noticed  in  the  minutet  of  the  Bcottith  Privy  Council  i— **  lOOA, 
December  1. — The  Earl  of  Mar  declared  to  the  Council  that  aoma  women  were  taken  in 
Droughton  aa  witohea,  and  tteing  put  to  an  aaaiie,  and  convicted,  albeit  they  peraevered 
conttaut  iu  their  denial  to  the  end,  yet  they  were  burped  quick,  after  luuh  a  cruel  manner 
that  tome  of  them  died  in  deapair,  renouncing  and  blatpheming  [Ood]  i  and  othert,  half- 
burned,  brak  out  of  the  Are,  and  were  caat  quick  in  it  again,  till  they  were  burned  to  tha 
death.'"  Sir  William  fiellenden,  the  grandton  of  Bir  Lewie,  dit|)oaed  of  the  whole  landa 
to  Robert,  Earl  of  Itoxburgh,  in  1027,  and  by  an  agreement  between  him  and  Chariea  L, 
thit  ancient  barony  patted  by  purohaae  to  tho  Oovernort  of  Heriot'a  Hoapital  in  1636,  to 
whom  tho  auporiority  of  Droughton  waa  yielded  by  the  Crown,  partly  in  payment  of 
debtt  due  by  Chariea  L  to  tho  Hotpital.  Thenceforward  the  barony  waa  governed  by 
a  bailiff  nominated  by  tho  Oovernort  of  tho  Ilotpital,  who  potteiied  even  the  power 
of  life  and  death,  the  privilege  of  pit  and  galloKt,  wliich  every  feudal  baron  claimed 
within  hit  own  bonuda.  In  1721,  tho  Treaturer  of  tho  Hotpital  complaina  of  the  expenie 
incurred  in  protecuting  oflfendort  in  the  oaao  of  tome  murderi  committed  within  the 
regality  ;  but  theti'  onerout  and  cottly  privilegot  were  at  length  abrogated  in  1746,  by  the 
act  abolithing  hcritablu  juritdictiont,  and  the  Oovernort  a  fuw  ycart  sflerwarda  granted 
the  ute  of  tho  Tollmoth  to  ono  of  their  tenantt  at  a  ttorc-honte,  "  reterving  to  the  Hotpital 
a  room  for  holding  their  baron  court*  when  they  ahall  think  fit."*  The  laat  occaaion 
on  which  Old  Droughton  waa  directly  attociatcd  with  any  event  of  public  importance, 
wot  during  tho  nicmnrnble  campaign  of  1000,  which  preceded  the  Dattle  of  Dunbar, 
when  Qonoral  Letlio  made  it  hit  hcad-qnartcrt,  while  he  threw  up  the  line  of  defence 
from  the  bate  of  tho  Calton  Hill  to  Leith,  which  we  have  already  described  or  the  origin 
of  the  great  roadway  that  now  forms  the  chief  thoroughfare  between  Edinburgh  and 
Leith. 

Deyond  tho  village  of  Droughton  lies  that  of  Canonmills,  on  the  Water  of  Leith,  which 
owes  its  origin  to  tho  snmo  aourco  ns  tho  Dnrgh  of  Canongate,  having  been  founded  by 
tho  Angiistino  Canons  of  Holyrood,  doubtless  fur  tho  use  of  their  own  vassals  on  the  lands 
of  Droughton,  and  their  neighbouring  possessions.  Above  this,  on  the  Water  of  Leith, 
are  tho  villages  of  Stockbridgo,  Doll's  Mills,  and  tho  Dean,  all  of  considerable  antiquity, 
and  now  joined  to  the  extended  capital,  or  disappearing  before  the  encroachments  of  ita 
modern  streets.     King  David  I.  grants   to  tho  Abbey  of  Holyrood,  in    itt  foundation 

I  Lettcn  nn  Dtmonology  and  Witchorafl,  Sir  WalUr  Boott,  p.  tit. 
'  Dr  Staven'i  HUtorjr  ot  Hfriol'i  HMpM,  pp.  118,  U*. 
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eh«Hi>r,  ontt  nf  hU  milli  of  l)«an,  with  ihn  t«iilht  of  hi*  mill*  nf  I.iWtnn  ami  fVan  :  •ml 
•IthouKh  kII  that  now  remain*  nf  lh«  villafM  of  IWII'*  Mill*  ami  the  iVan  ar«  nf  a  much 
mora  ractnt  ilaU,  lh«jr  ■till  mlain  un«(|uivi)<!al  wiiUnraa  of  i>nn*id«rabla  antii|uit}r.  ItatM 
•ml  inif'ri|ttinni,  with  rniw>*tiip|MMl  Kalilo*  ami  othvr  Aiatiira*  nf  th«  I7lh  cfntury,  %ft  to 
Im)  foiinil  »<'«tl«r«iil  amonK  th»  mom  niiHlitrn  ti«n«ro»nl*,  ami  it  wa*  onljr  in  tha  yaar  IMA 
that  Ihit  ruriou*  ohi  ni*n«inn  of  tha  IVan  wa*  d«mnli*hv<l  t>t  tha  |)ar|ioa«  of  eonvtrtinf 
tha  iVanhaiiKh  into  a  piililii-  ■•vn<et«r}r.  Thi*  wa*  another  i>f  thnaa  Una  nid  arUt(N<ratin 
dwvllinKi*  that  nnci)  almunili'd  in  tha  nciKhlxinrhuiMl  of  Kdinlmrgh,  hut  whinh  ara  now 
rapidly  (liaapiMtarintr,  liko  all  it*  other  int«r«*tinK  memorial*  of  former  timea.  It  wm  * 
monument  of  tlin  NialHtto  of  Iho  Duan,  a  proud  old  rnr«  that  are  now  aitinet.  They 
had  ronii'  to  lie  the  head  of  thi'ir  hounf,  a*  Nialiet  rnlato*  with  toitrliinff  pathoa,  nwinn 
to  the  failure  of  thi>  Ni*lM>t*  nf  that  Ilk  in  hi*  own  |i«r«on,  and  aa  nuoh  "  laid  aaide  tha 
Cheveron,  a  niArk  of  cndnncj  u«ed  formnrljr  lij  the  iIou*«  of  I)«au,  in  regard  that  tha 
family  of  l)«an  in  th<t  only  family  of  that  name  in  Hootland  that  liaa  ri|tht,  by  mneent,  to 
repreipnt  the  old  oriKinnl  family  of  thn  nnmi?  of  Nitliet,  linne  the  only  lini<al  male  repra- 
•enter,  the  author  of  thi*  lyatum,  i*  like  to  f(o  loon  oflT  tha  world,  lieinK  an  old  man, 
•nd  without  iit«ne  malti  or  female."'  The  earlieit  notice  in  the  minute*  of  PrcKliytery  of 
Bt  Cutlibrrt*  of  the  |inruhaii«  of  a  piere  of  family  burying-frround,  i*  by  HIr  William 
Nixbet  of  Dean,  in  March  KMA,  thn  year  of  tha  pla)(ue,  "  They  grantit  him  ann  plarn 
»t  the  north  church  door,  ea*tward,  Hvo  rino*  of  tenth,  and  thrie  eine*  of  bredth.'"  It 
•p|iear*  to  have  liccn  the  piece  of  fcround  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  north  traniept  and 
the  rhoir  of  the  ancient  Oliurch  of  Ht  Cuthbert  i  and  the  vault  which  ha  erectml  there  itill 
remain*,  *urmounted  with  hi*  arm*  ;  a  memorial  alike  of  the  clemoli*hed  fnno  and  the  extinct 
race.  When  wo  laat  aaw  it,  the  old  oak  door  wa*  broken  in,  and  the  atair  that  led  down 
to  the  chamber  of  the  ilca<l  chnkc<l  up  with  rank  nettle*  and  hemlock  i— the  flttuRt  mono- 
tnent  that  could  be  dcvi*ed  for  the  old  Urron*  of  the  Dean,  the  la«t  of  them  now  gathcml 
to  hi*  father*. 

The  old  manninn-hotiKO  had  on  a  aculptnred  atone  over  the  eaat  doorway  the  date  KIM, 
but  other  part*  of  the  building  bore  evident  trace*  of  an  earlier  date.  The  largo  gallery  hod 
an  arched  ceiling,  painted  in  the  name  atyle  aa  one  already  deacrilml  in  Ulyth'a  C'loie,  Rome 
portion*  of  which  had  evidently  Insen  copied  in  It*  execution.  The  lubjccta  were  chiefly 
•acred,  and  though  rudely  executed  in  di*tem|)er,  had  a  Imid  and  pleaNiiig  effect  when  aeen 
M  a  whole.  Ono  of  the  pnuvl*,  now  in  the  pniRe*i!on  of  C.  K.  Hharpo,  K»q.,  bear*  tli« 
date  1027.  Tlie  dormer  window*  and  principal  doorway*  wore  richly  decorated  with  »culp- 
tured  device*,  inacriptinn*,  and  armorial  l>enringH,  illu*trative  of  the  aueceiaive  alliancea  of 
its  ownera;  many  of  which  have  Iwen  pre»ervcd  in  the  boundary  wall*  of  tha  cemetery 
that  now  occupici  ita  *itc.  Tho  mo*t  curioua  of  theae  are  two  pieces  of  sculpture  in  batao 
relievo,  which  surmounted  two  of  the  windows  on  tho  south  front.  On  one  of  them  a 
Judge  is  rcprcHented,  seated  on  n  throne,  with  a  lamb  in  his  arms ;  in  his  left  hand  he  holds 
K  drawn  sword  resting  on  hi*  shoulder,  anil  in  hi*  right  hand  a  pair  of  scales.  Two  lions 
rampant  stand  on  either  Hide,  aa  if  contending  litigants  for  the  poor  lamb ;  tho  ono  of  them 


>  MUlMl't  llmMrjr,  vol.  il.  p*rt  4,  p.  83.     Al>un<l«r  MUbct,  Otnt.,  publUhwi  th«  Ant  folunw  at  hU  •jr>Um  o( 
btnldrjr  In  lTi2  ;  hli  dnth  took  plu«  thurtly  ulUmuiU  — Vidt  fnlme*  U>  2<l  Kdition  Fol. 
'  UUtorjr  u(  tb*  Wwt  Kirk,  p.  U. 
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Mtltnf  hU  ton  ftkW  OB  ttta  iwont,  Mtd  lh«  olhar  ptidnf  hU  p*w  In  oat  of  Iha  m*1m.    On 

lh«  othtfr  iculitturwl  |M«liiu*nt  •  man  i*  ••■•ii  •rtnml  with  •  Ihiok  |miU,  with  •  hiHik  at  Ik* 
•nil,  Ity  wlik'li  ht  (trM|M  U  i  •  go*l,  m  U  MtBW,  U  maninf  tow«nU  him,  m  if  liuUiriK  *l 
him,  whil*  «  b««r  i«ii»i  it  bjr  Ih*  waist  with  hi*  Icath,  •ml  Muthvr  i«  ijrinjr  <Um1  lN<jrimii. 
Tti*  ilu|Mi'«  arm*  *n  loulpturtil  on  th«  fiirm«r  |>«iiim«ut,  uiiJariiMlb  tha  aiuKular  |it*t-a  uf 
Miulptura  w«  hata  «i«Mrib«il  -which  ocoupia*  tha  u|i|iar  |iart  of  a  pointml  amh— m*  thai 
it  it  nut  lm|>r<>tiabl<t  that  tha  ourioua  wan*  of  tha  jmiga  JatarmininK  tha  pl«a  iMtwtan  tb« 
lion*  and  tha  iatuh,  may  rtfur  to  a  family  allianoa  with  tha  vraat  lM>rti  Atlvocata  i  thuugk 
tha  key  to  tho  iuK«uioua  allegory  haa  |*ariiha«l  with  tha  laat  of  their  raca. 

On  tha  auulh  lida  of  tha  ancient  liurgh  of  Uroughton,  and  nearly  on  tha  aight  of  tb« 
praMUt  broad  atraat  called  I'ivardy  I'laca,  there  eiieted  till  near  tha  uluea  of  laet  century  • 
•mall  village  ur  hamlet  called  I'icardy,  whiuh  waa  iH)ou|iied  eiuluaively  by  a  body  of  weavera 
who  are  ■aid  to  have  lw«n  lir<jught  over  (Vom  the  French  province  uf  that  name  by  tha 
Uritiaii  Linan  Company,  and  Mttled  there  for  tha  improvement  of  their  manufactures.' 
We  have  found,  however,  in  a  copy  of  Imrd  llailee'  Annals,  a  manuscript  note,  ap|iarently 
written  while  this  little  community  of  foreign  artisans  were  ntill  Induslriouily  plying  Ihvir 
looms,  in  which  they  are  described  as  a  body  of  French  rcAigees,  who  d«d  In  this  country 
after  the  revocation  of  tha  Edict  (\t  Nantes,  in  Kt^tA,  and  settling  on  the  o|Hin  common  that 
then  lay  between  Uroughton  and  the  old  capital,  thuy  attempted  to  ontablish  a  silk  manu- 
factory.  A  larga  plantation  of  mulberry  trees  is  said  to  have  been  laid  out  by  them  on  tha 
slo|)«  of  Muutriu's  Hill,  and  other  provision  made  for  carrying  uu  the  wliolo  <i|i«rations  of 
tha  silk  manufacture  there.  It  is  well  known,  that  about  M),(KM)  French  rcfiigccs  Hcd  to 
England  at  that  period,  tha  mi^jority  of  them  settled  at  Mpitalttuld,  while  tho  Mmaindar 
scattered  themselves  o>cr  tliu  kingdom.  To  a  Inxly  uf  these  unfortunate  wanderers  tho 
hamlet  of  I'icardy  moat  prvbably  owed  'ts  origin.  Tho  failure  of  their  mulberry  plantations 
hero,  as  in  other  parts  uf  the  kingdom,  no  d<mbt  oom|K)lled  them  to  abandon  their  project  i 
and  their  ex|>erionco  was  probably  afterwards  made  use  of  in  the  weaving  of  linen,  on  tha 
institution  of  a  company  for  the  encouragement  of  its  manufacture  in  1740.  Hince  then 
this  chartered  body  haa  devoted  its  large  capital  exclusively  to  the  pur|)fls«s  of  banking  t 
and  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and  indueutial  banking  companies  of  Hcotland. 

One  other  locality  of  considerable  interest  in  tho  sama  neighbourhood  is  the  low  valley 
of  Ureensido,  which  skirts  the  northern  base  of  the  Calton  Mill.  Though  now  exclusively 
occupied  by  workshops  and  manufactories,  or  by  modern  dwellings  of  a  very  humble  char- 
'  acter,  it  formed  in  ancient  times  a  plaoo  of  considerable  importance.  It  was  bestowed  on 
tha  citiiens  by  James  II.,  as  an  arena  for  holding  tournaments  and  tho  like  martial  s|)orts 
of  the  ago ;  and,  according  to  Pennant,  it  continued  to  bo  used  for  such  feats  of  arms  even 
in  tho  reign  of  (jueen  Mary.  IIer0|  bo  relates,  during  a  publio  tournament,  *'  the  Earl 
of  Uothwell  made  the  flrst  im(>resi>iou  on  the  suKeptible  heart  of  Mary  Stuart,  having 
galloped  into  the  ring  down  the  dangerous  steeps  of  the  adjuccnt  hill.'"  The  rude  Earl, 
however,  trusted  as  little  to  feats  of  gallantry  as  to  love  for  the  achievement  of  his  unscru- 
pulous aims  i  and  this  may  rank  among  the  many  spurious  traditions  which  tho  popular 
interest  in  thu  {Scottish  Queen  has  given  rise  to.  A  chapel  dedicated  to  the  Iloly  Itood 
stood  in  tho  valley  of  Ureeusido  at  a  remote  period,  and  served,  in  the  year  1018,  as  tho 
'  Wklki  ia  Eaiubursb,  p,  317.  *  PtBOtnt'i  Tour,  tuI,  I.  p.  70. 
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nucleni  of  one  of  the  very  latest  foundation!  of  a  monaatic  institution  in  Scotland  prior  to 
the  Beformation  ;  but  we  leave  the  history  of  the  ancient  religious  and  benevolent  founda- 
tions of  this  locality  for  the  next  chapter.  During  the  present  century,  it  was  destined  for 
a  very  different  purpose.  When  the  Union  Cancl  was  first  projected,  its  plans  included  the 
continuation  of  it  through  the  bed  of  the  North  Loch,  where  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
Railway  now  runs.  From  thence  it  was  proposed  to  conduct  it  to  Greenside,  in  the  area 
of  which  an  immense  harbour  was  to  have  been  constructed ;  and  this  again  being  con- 
nected by  a  broad  canal  with  the  sea,  it  was  expected  that  by  such  means  the  New  Town 
would  be  converted  into  a  seaport,  and  the  unhappy  traders  of  Leith  compelled  either  to 
abandon  their  traffic,  or  remove  within  the  precincts  of  their  jealous  rivals.  Chimerical  aa 
this  project  may  now  appear,  designs  were  furnished  by  experienced  engineers,  a  map  of 
the  whole  plan  was  engraved  on  a  largo  scale,  and  no  doubt  our  civic  reformers  rejoiced  in 
the  anticipation  of  surmounting  the  disadvantages  of  an  inland  position,  and  seeing  the 
shipping  of  the  chief  ports  of  Europe  crowding  into  the  heart  of  their  new  capital  I 

Of  the  memorials  of  the  New  Town,  properly  so  called,  very  few  fall  legitimately  within 
the  plan  of  this  work ;  yet  even  its  modern  streets  possess  some  interesting  associations  that 
we  would  not  willingly  forego.  We  have  already  referred  to  the  house  which  forms  the 
junction  with  St  Andrew  Square  and  St  David  Street,  as  the  last  residence  of  the  cele- 
brated philosopher  and  historian,  David  Hume;  where  that  strange  death-bed  scene 
occurred  which  has  been  the  subject  of  such  varied  comments  both  by  the  eulogists  and 
detractors  of  the  great  sceptic.  Directly  opposite  to  Hume's  house,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  square,  is  the  house  in  which  Henry  Brougham  was  born.  At  that  period  St  Andrew 
Square  contained  the  residences  of  several  noblemen,  and  was  deemed  the  most  fashionable 
quarter  of  the  rising  town.  The  house  on  the  same  side  at  the  corner  of  St  Andrew 
Street  was  the  mansion  of  David  Steuart,  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  possesses  some  claim  to  our 
interest  as  the  place  where  the  Society  of  Scottish  Antiquaries  was  instituted  in  1780,  and 
where  its  earliest  meetings  were  held.*  Within  the  first  eastern  division  of  George  Street, 
the  eye  of  the  modern  visitor  is  attracted  by  the  lofty  and  magnificent  portico  of  the 
Commercial  Bank,  a  building  that  seems  destined  to  attest  for  ages  the  skill  and  taste,  if 
not  the  inventive  genius,  of  our  native  architects;  yet  it  occupies  the  site  of  the 
Physicians*  Hall,  a  chaste  Grecian  edifice  designed  by  Craig,  the  foundation-stone  of  which 
was  laid  by  the  celebrated  Dr  CuUen,  in  1774,  doubtless  with  the  belief  that  remote  ages 
might  bring  to  light  the  memorials  which  were  then  buried  in  its  foundations.  Nor  must 
we  omit  to  notice  the  favourite  dwelling  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  North  Castle  Street — 
"  The  dear  thirty-nine,"  which  he  left  under  such  mournful  circumstances  in  1826.  The 
New  Town  of  Edinburgh  has  already  many  such  associations  with  ,names  eminent  in 
literature  and  science,  some  of  which,  at  least,  will  command  the  interest  of  other  genera- 
tions. Our  Memorials,  however,  are  of  the  olden  time,  and  we  leave  future  chroniclers  to 
record  those  of  the  modern  city. 


i^ 


*  Paton'i  CurreBpoDdence,  pp.  170-172. 
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MEXT  to  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  the  ancient 

■'■'     PariBh  Church  of  St  Giles,  and  the  Abbey 

of  Holyrood,  form  the  most  prominent  objects 

of  interest  in  the  history  of  the  capital.    The 

existence  of  the  first  Parish  Church  of  Edinburgh 

is  traced  to  the  second  century  after  the  death 

of  its  tutelar  saint,  the  Abbot  and  Confessor 

St  Giles,  who  was  born  in  Greece,  of  illustrious 

parentage,  in  the  sixth  century,  and  afterwards 

abandoning  his  native  land,  and  bestowing  his 

wealth  on  the  poor,  retired  into  the  wilderness 

of    Languedoc,    and    founded    the    celebrated 

monastery  which   long   after   bore    his  name. 

To    some  wandering   brother  from  the  banks 

of  the  Rhone,  we  probably  owe  the  dedication 

of  the  ancient  Parish  .Church  of  Edinburgh 

to  St  Giles,  a  favourite  saint  who  owes  his 

honours  in  the  southern  capital    to   Matilda, 

the  Queen  of  Henry  I.  of  England,  and  daughter 

of  St  Margaret,  Queen  of  Malcolm  Canmore, 

who    founded-  thorc    St   Giles's   Hospital  for 

lepers,  in  1117.     The  Bishopric  of  Lindisfarn, 

which  comprehended  Edinburgh,  dates  so  early 

as  A.D.  035,  and  Simeon  of  Durham,  in  reckoning 

the  churches  ond  towns  belonging  to  the  see  in  the  year  854,  mentions  Edwinsbureh  among 

the  latter.'    We  can  only  infer  the  existence  of  the  Church,  however,  from  this  notice,  as  it 

is  not  directly  mentioned,  nor  can  we  discover  its  name  in  any  authentic  record  till  the 

reign  of  Alexander  II. — ^who   succeeded  his  father,  William  the  Lion,  in  iai4 — when 

Baldredus,  Deacon  of  Lothian,  ond  John,  Perpetual  Vicar  of  the  Church  of  St  Giles,  at 

Edinburgh,  affix  their  seals  in  attestation  of  a  copy  of  certain  Papal  bulls  and  other  charters 


*  Maitland,  p.  270. 
VluNKTTK— Chapel  uf  Robert,  Duke  of  Albany,  St  OiWa  Church. 
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of  the  Church  of  Megginehe,  one  of  the  dependencies  of  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood.*  It  ii  again 
mentioned  in  an  Act  of  the  reign  of  Hubert  tlie  Bruce,  dated  1310,  wherein  tlie  Bishop  of 
St  Andrew's  confirms  numerous  gifts  bestowed  at  various  times  on  the  Abbey  and  its 
dependencies.  One  of  these  is  a  gift  of  all  her  possessions  made  by  the  Lady  Donoca, 
with  the  consent  of  her  husband  and  son,  in  presence  of  a  full  consistory  held  at  Edinburgh 
in  St  Oiles's  Church  on  the  Sunday  before  the  Feast  of  St  Thomas,  in  the  year  1203.'  Still 
later  we  find  evidence  of  additions  to  the  original  foundation  in  1350,  when  David  II., 
by  a  charter  under  his  groat  seal,  confirmed  to  the  chaplain  o£Soiating  at  the  altar  of  St 
Katherine's  Chapel  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St  Qilcs,  all  the  Innds  of  Upper  Merchiston, 
the  gift  of  Roger  Hog,  burgess  of  Edinburgh.  There  can  be  no  question,  however,  ot 
its  existence  at  a  much  earlier  date,  as  is  proved  by  some  of  its  original  architectural 
features,  described  hereafter,  of  which  we  possess  authentic  evidence.  The  Collegiate 
Church  of  St  Giles,  as  it  now  stands,  is  a  building  including  the  work  of  many  different 
periods,  and  though  no  part  of  its  architecture  indicates  nn  earlier  date  than  the  fourteenth 
century,  its  walls  probably  include  masonry  of  a  much  more  remote  era.  The  prevalence 
of  Norman  remains  among  such  of  the  ancient  Parish  Churches  of  Midlothian  as  still 
retain  any  of  their  original  masonry,  proves  that  a  very  general  impetus  had  been  given 
to  ecclesiastical  architecture  about  the  period  of  the  founding  of  Holyrood  Abbey,  in 
the  12th  century.  This  entirely  accords  with  what  is  usually  found  in  the  architectural 
chrouology  of  any  populous  district  in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  important  ecclesiastical 
foundation ;  and,  indeed,  the  history  of  the  erection  of  St  Qiles's  Church  is  almost 
entirely  comprised  in  three  periods,  each  of  which  was  marked  by  the  founding  of  other 
ecclesiastical  buildings.  The  first  of  these  is  the  early  part  of  the  12th  century,  when  the 
example  of  David  I.,  derived  from  his  experience  at  the  splendid  court  of  Henry  I,  of  Eng- 
land, led  to  the  founding  or  enlargement  of  numerous  religious  houses.  The  next  is  1380 — 
soon  after  which  Dalkeith  Church  was  founded — when  numerous  chapels  were  added  to  the 
Parish  Church ;  and  again,  during  a  succession  of  years  ending  in  1462 — the  year  in  which 
the  charter  of  foundation  of  Trinity  Collegiate  Church  is  dated — when  the  choir  of  St  Qiles's 
Church  seems  to  have  been  enlarged  and  completed  in  its  present  form ;  in  anticipation,  no 
doubt,  of  its  erection  into  a  collegiate  church,  which  took  place  a  few  years  thereafter. 

It  must  be  a  subject  of  unfailing  regret  to  every  true  antiquary,  that  the  restoration  of 
St  Giles's  Church  in  1820  was  conducted  in  so  rash  and  irreverent  a  spirit,  in  consequence 
of  which  so  many  of  its  peculiar  features  have  disappeared,  along  with  nearly  all  those 
traces  of  its  adaptation  to  the  ceremonial  of  Roman  Catholic  worship,  which  had  escaped  the 
rude  hands  of  the  equally  irreverent,  but  far  more  pardonable.  Reformers  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  Had  its  restoration  been  delayed  even  for  a  few  years,  the  increasing  study  of 
Gothic  architecture,  which  is  already  so  widely  difi'used,  would  in  all  probability  have 
secured  the  preservation  of  much  that  is  now  beyond  recall.  All  that  can  now  be  done  is  to 
endeavour  to  convey  to  the  reader  such  idea  of  the  original  edifice,  and  of  the  successive 
alterations  and  additions  that  it  had  received,  as  seemed  to  be  indicated  by  the  building 
previous  to  its  remodelling  in  1820.' 

'  Liber  CarUrum  Sancto  Crucis,  p.  55.  '  Ibid,  p.  81. 

*  The  restoration  of  tbe  original  edifice  ia  now  (1872)  being  prooeeled  with,  under  the  auapices  of  a  number  o( 
public-epirited  citizena. 
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Edinburgh,  in  the  reign  ■>{  I  i\id  I,  and  long  afterward*,  was,  as  we  have  already  >hown« 
DO  more  than  an  agiemblago  oi  rude  huta,  congtructcd  in  full  anticipation  of  tlieir  falling 
a  prey  to  the  torch  of  the  southern  invaders.  Froissart  represents  the  Scots  exclaiming 
more  than  two  contnries  later,  "  thoughe  the  Engliahe  brinne  our  houses,  we  care  lytell 
therefore ;  we  siiall  make  them  agayno  chope  ynough  I "  Nevertheless,  it  is  to  David  I, 
that  Edinburgh  owes  its  earliest  improvement  and  much  of  its  future  prosperity.  He  was 
the  first  monarch  who  mode  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  bis  chief  residence ;  and  by  his 
munificent  monastic  foundation  in  its  neighbourhood,  he  made  it  the  centre  towards  which 
the  wealth  of  the  adjacent  country  flowed,  and  thereby  erected  it  into  the  capital  of  the 
Lothians  centuries  before  it  assumed  its  position  as  the  capital  of  the  kingdom.  It 
cannot,  therefore,  surprise  us  to  discover  evidence  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  Parish  Church 
of  Edinburgh  about  the  period  of  his  accession  to  the  throne ;  and  we  accordingly  find 
that  some  beautiful  remains  of  the  original  edifice,  somewhat  earlier  in  style  than  the 
oldest  portions  of  the  Abbey  Church  of  Uolyrood,  were  only  destroyed  about  the  middle 
of  last  century. 

Tlie  annexed  vignette,  copied  from  a  very  rare  print,  represents  a  beautiful  Norman  door- 
way which  formed  the  entrance  to  the  nave  of  St  Qiles's  Church  on  the  north  side,  and  was 
~nly  demolished  about  the  year  1760.  It  stood  immediately  below  the  third  window  from 
the  west,  within  the  line  of  the  external  wall.  A  plain  round  archway  that  hod  given 
access  to  it  was  obliterated  in  the  alterations 
of  1839.  This  fragment  sufiicicntly  enables  ns 
to  picture  the  little  Parish  Church  of  St  Qiles 
in  the  reign  of  David  I.  Built  in  the  massive 
style  of  the  early  Norman  period,  it  would 
consist  simply  of  a  nave  and  ch.";cel  united 
by  a  rich  Norman  chancel  arch;  altogether 
occupying  only  a  portion  of  the  centre  aisle 
of  the  present  nave.  Small  circular-headed 
windows,  decorated  with  sig-zag  mouldings, 
would  admit  the  light  to  its  sombre  interior; 
while  its  west  front  was  in  all  probability 
surmounted  by  a  simple  belfry,  from  whence 
the  bell  would  daily  summon  the  natives  of 
the  hamlet  to  matins  and  vespers,  and  with 
slow  measured  sounds  toll  their  knell  as  they 
were    lain    in    the    neighbouring  churchyard. 

This  ancient  church  was  never  entirely  demolished.  Its  solid  masonry  was  probably  very 
partially  affected  by  the  ravages  of  the  invadiug  forces  of  Edward  II.,  in  1323,  when 
Holyrood  was  spoiled ;  or  by  those  of  his  son  in  1335,  when  the  whole  country  was  wasted 
with  fire  and  sword.  The  town  was  again  subjected  to  the  like  violence,  probably  with 
results  little  more  lasting,  by  the  conflagration  in  1385,  when  the  English  army  under 
Richard  II.  occupied  the  town  for  five  days,  and  then  laid  it  and  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood 
in  ashes.  The  Norman  architecture  disappeared  piece-meal,  as  chapels  and  aisles  were 
added  to  the  original  fabric  by  the  piety  of  private  donors,  or  by  the  zeal  of  its  own 
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clergy  to  adapt  it  to  Uio  wants  of  the  riling  town.  In  all  the  changes  that  it  underwent 
for  above  lovcn  centuries,  the  original  north  door,  with  ita  beautifully  recessed  Norman 
arches  and  grotesque  decorations,  always  commanded  the  veneration  of  the  innovators,  and 
remained  as  a  precious  relic  of  the  past,  until  the  tasteless  improvers  of  the  eighteenth 
century  demolished  it  without  a  cause,  and  probably  for  no  better  reason  than  to  evade  the 
cost  of  its  repair. 

As  the  population  of  the  town  increased,  and  it  advanced  in  wealth  and  importance, 
altars  and  chapels  were  founded  and  endowed  by  its  own  citizens,  or  by  some  of  the 
eminent  Scottish  ecclesiastics  who  latterly  resided  in  Edinburgh ;  so  that  St  Giles's  had 
increased  to  a  wealthy  corporation,  with  numerous  altarages  and  chaplainries,  previous  to 
its  erection  into  a  collegiate  church  by  the  charter  of  James  III.  in  1460.    As  usual  with 
all  large  churches,  St  Qiles's  presented  internally  the  form  of  a  cross,  with  the  central 
tower  placed  at  the  junction  of  the  nave  and  choir  with  the  transepts.    Externally,  how- 
ever, this  had  almost  entirely  disappeared,  owing  to  the  numerous  chapels  and  aisles  added 
at  various  dates,  and  it  has  only  been  restored  by  sacrificing  some  of  the  most  interesting 
and  unique  features  of  the  ancient  building.     Previous  to  the  alterations  of  1402,  not- 
withstanding the  general  enlargement  of  the  church  by  the  addition  of  one  or  more  rows  of 
chapels  on  either  side  of  the  nave,  no  portion  of  the  central  building  appears  to  have  been 
elevated  into  a  clerestory ;  and  in  the  nave  this  addition  forms  one  of  the  modern  altera- 
tions effected  iu  1829.    Before  that  recent  remodelling,  the  nave  was  only  elevated  a 
few  feet  higher  than  the  aisles,  and  was  finished  in  the  same  style  in  which  the  north 
aisle  still  remains,  with  a  neat  but  simple  groining  springing  from  the  capitals  of  the 
pillars,  and  decorated  with  sculptured  bosses  at  the  intersections.    The  south  aisle  of  the 
nave  is  evidently  the  work  of  a  later  date.    The  rich  groining  and  form  of  its  vaulting  afford 
an  interesting  subject  of  study  for  the  architectural  chronologist,  when  compared  with  the 
simpler  design  of  the  north  aisle.    We  may  conclude,  with  little  hesitation,  from  the  style 
of  the  former,  that  it  was  rebuilt  in  1387,  along  with  the  five  chapels  to  the  south  of  it 
described  hereafter ;  and,  indeed,  the  construction  of  the  light  and  beautiful  shafts  from 
which  their  mutual  vaultings  spring,  almost  necessarily  involved  the  demolition  of  the  old 
aie.  .     Over  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  centre  aisle,  in  the  space  now  occupied  by  the  clere- 
story, a  rude  attic  was  erected,  which  included  several  apartments,  latterly  used  as  the 
residence  of  the  bell-ringer  Mitchell  with  his  wife  and  family,  who  ascended  to  their 
elevated  abode  by  the  antique  turnpike  that  formerly  rose  into  an  octagonal  pointed  roof  of 
curious  stonework,  near  the  central  tower.    The  arches  of  the  tower  still  remain  to  show 
the  original  height  of  the  nnvc ;  and  a  careful  inspection  of  the  choir  proves,  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  it  underwent  a  similar  alteration  by  the  construction  of  a  clerestory,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  was  lengthened,  by  the  addition  of  the  two  eastmost  arches,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century.'    In  some  of  the  larger  Qothic  churches,  the  architects 
are  found  to  have  ingeniously  aided  the  perspective  of  "  the  long  drawn  aisles,"  by  diminish- 
ing the  breadth  of  the  arches  as  they  approach  the  east  end  of  the  choir,  where  the  high 
altar  stood,  thereby  adding  to  its  apparent  extent.     In  St  Giles's  Church,  however,  the 
opposite  is  found  to  be  the  case.    The  two  eastmost  arches  are  wider  and  loftier  than  the 

'  The  choir  was  prubably  lengtbenod  only  to  the  extent  o{  one  arch ;  but  the  removkl  of  the  enat  wnll  would  necei. 
■arily  involve  the  lebuihling  <>(  the  aecontl. 
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otheri.  The  pillari  are  decorated  with  foliated  capitals,  elaborately  finished  with  noulp- 
tored  ihieldi  and  angels'  heads ;  the  ihafta  are  fluted  according  to  a  regular  and  beautiful 
design,  and  their  boaei  are  enriched  with  foliated  sculpture  ;  while  the  other  pillars  of  the 
choir  are  plain  octagons,  with  their  capitals  formed  by  a  few  nimplo  mouldings.  The  arch- 
ing and  groining,  moreover,  of  this  extended  portion  of  the  aisles  entirely  differs  from  the 
western  and  earlier  part  s  for  whereas  the  latter  are  formed  of  concentric  arches  spring- 
ing fVom  four  sides  and  meeting  in  one  keystone,  so  that  the  top  of  the  windows  can 
reach  no  higher  than  the  spring  of  the  arch,  the  former  is  loustructed  on  the  more  usual 
plan  of  a  groined  roof,  running  across  the  aisle,  and  admitting  of  the  two  eastmost  windows 
on  each  side  rising  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  arch.  No  less  obvious  proofs  are  discoverable  of 
the  addition  of  the  clerestory  at  the  same  period.  There  are  flaws  remaining  in  the 
lower  part  of  its  walls,  marking  distinctly  how  far  the  old  work  has  been  taken  down. 
A  slight  inclination  outward,  in  port  of  the  wall  immediately  above  the  pillars,  shows 
that  the  roof  of  the  choir  hod  corresponded  in  height  with  the  old  nave ;  and  portions  of 
the  original  groining  springing  f^om  the  capitals  of  the  pillars  still  remain,  only  partially 
chiselled  away.  The  extreme  beauty  of  the  clerestory  groining,  and  its  remarkably  rich 
variety  of  bosses,  all  furnish  abundant  evidence  of  its  being  the  work  of  a  later  age  than 
the  other  parts  of  the  building.  On  the  centre  boss,  at  the  division  of  the  two  eastmost 
compartments  of  the  ceiling,  is  the  monogram  (||0,  boldly  cut  on  a  large  shield ;  and  on 
the  one  next  to  it  westward,  the  following  legend  is  neatly  arranged  round  a  carved 
centre  in  bold  relief: — i3bC  .  fflTa  .  plfl  .  Dn0  .  ttCU  . — an  abbreviation  evidently  of  the 
salutation  of  the  Virgin, — Ave  Maria,  gratia  plena,  dominus  tecum, — though  from  its 
height,  and  the  contractions  necessary  to  bring  it  within  such  circumscribed  dimensions, 
it  is  not  easily  deciphered.  These,  it  is  probable,  stood  directly  over  the  site  of  the  high 
altar,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  removed  from  its  original  position  at  the  east 
end  of  the  old  choir  upon  its  enlargement  and  elongation  in  the  fifteenth  century,  as  we 
find  that  Walter  Bertrame,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  by  a  charter  dated  December  20,  1477, 
founded  a  chaplainry  at  "  the  Altar  of  St  Francis,  situate  behind  the  Great  Altar,"  and 
endowed  it  with  various  annual  rents  from  property  in  Edinburgh  and  Leith.' 

Another  striking  feature  of  the  additions  made  to  St  Giles's  Church  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  is  the  numeroui  heraldic  devices  introduced  among  the  ornaments,  which  afford 
striking  confirmation  as  to  the  period  when  they  were  executed.  Tlie  north-east,  or  King's 
Pillar,  as  it  is  generally  called,  of  which  we  have  already  given  a  view,'  bears  on  the  cast 
and  west  sides  the  royal  arms  of  Scotland ;  on  the  north  side  those  of  Mary  of  Guelders — 
the  Queen  of  James  II.  and  the  founder  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity — 
impaled  with  the  royal  arms ;  and  on  the  south  side  the  arms  of  France.  James  II.  suc- 
ceeded to  the  throne,  a  mere  child,  in  1438,  and  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon  at 
the  siege  of  Boxburgh  Castle  in  1460  ;  and  the  remaining  armorial  bearings  afibrd  further 
proof  of  the  erection  of  this  addition  to  the  church  between  these  two  periods.  On  the  oppo- 
site pillar  there  are,  on  the  south  side,  the  arms  of  the  good  town  ;  and  on  the  west  those 
of  Bishop  Kennedy,  the  cousin  of  James  II.  and  his  able  and  faithful  councillor,  who  was 
promoted  to  the  metropolitan  see  in  1440,  and  died  in  1400.  The  other  arms  are  those 
of  Nicolson,  and  Preston  of  Craigmillar.     On  the  engaged  pillar,  on  the  north  side  of  the 

■  Hftitland,  p.  271.     Iiiventar  of  Fioua  Donations.    MS.  Ad.  Lib.  *  Ante,  p.  24. 
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altar,  are  the  armi  of  Thomaa  do  Craniton,  Scutj/er  Ittffis,  a  man  of  ooniiderable  inflnenoe 
in  the  reign  of  James  IT.,  and  a  fVcquent  ambaaaador  to  foroi|{n  courta,  who  died  about 
1470 ;  and  on  the  engaged  pillar  to  the  louth,  the  arma  are  thoao  of  laabol,  Duchoaa  of 
Albany  and  Counteaa  of  Ijcnnox,  who,  in  1450 — about  a  year  before  her  death — founded 
the  Collegiate  Church  of  Dumbarton,  and  largely  endowed  other  religious  foundations.' 
Haitiand  remarks — "  In  the  year  1402,  a  great  work  seems  to  have  been  in  hand  at  this 
ohuroh  I  for  it  was  by  the  Town  Council  ordained  that  all  persons  presuming  to  buy  corn 
before  it  was  entered  should  forfeit  one  chaldor  to  the  cliurch  work."  *  This  may  be  sup- 
posed to  refer  to  the  same  additions  to  the  choir  begun  iu  the  reign  of  James  II,  and  then  in 
progress,  though  it  will  be  seen  that  other  works  wore  proceeded  with  about  the  same  time. 
The  work  had  no  doubt  been  aided  by  the  coutributiouH  of  that  monarch,  and  may  have 
been  Airther  encouraged  by  the  gifts  of  his  widowed  queen  for  mosses  to  his  aonl.  The 
repetition  of  the  royal  arms  on  the  King's  Pillar  is  probably  intended  to  refer  to  James  III., 
in  whose  reign  tho  work  wos  finished.  To  the  south  of  the  choir,  a  second  aisle  of  three  arches, 
with  a  richly-groined  ceiling,  forms  the  Preston  Aisle,  erected  agreeably  to  a  charter  granted 
to  William  PrcRtouno,  of  Qortounc,  by  the  city  of  Edinburgh  lu  1454,  sotting  forth  "yat 
forasmekle  as  William  of  Prestoun  the  fikdir,  quam  Qod  assoillie,  mode  diligent  labour  and 
grete  menis,  be  a  he  and  mighty  Prince,  the  King  of  France,  and  mony  uyr  Lordis  of 
France,  for  tho  gettyn  of  ttie  arme  bane  of  Saint  Gele ; — the  quhilk  bane  he  freely  left  to 
our  moyr  kirk  of  Saint  Gele  of  Edinburgh,  withoutyn  ony  condition  makyn ; — we  con- 
sidrond  ye  grete  labouris  and  costis  yat  he  made  for  the  gettyn  yrof,  we  p""",  as  said  is 
yat  within  six  or  seven  zero,  in  all  the  possible  and  gudely  haste  we  may,  yat  we  sal  big 
an  ile,  furth  frae  our  Lady  He,  quhare  ye  said  William  lyes  in  the  said  ile,  to  be  begunyin 
within  a  zero ;  in  the  quhilk  ile  yure  sail  be  made  a  braae  for  his  crest  in  bosit  work ;  and 
abone  the  brase  a  plate  of  brose,  with  a  writ,  specifiand,  the  bringing  of  yat  relik  be  him 
in  Scotland,  with  his  armis ;  and  his  armis  to  be  put,  in  howyn  marble,  uyr  thre  parts  of  the 
ile." '  The  charter  Airther  binds  the  Provost  and  Council  to  found  an  altar  there,  with  a 
chaplain,  and  secures  to  the  lineal  descendants  of  the  donor  tho  privilege  of  bearing  the 
precious  gift  of  St  Giles's  arm  bone  in  all  public  proccaaions.  The  arma  of  Preston  still 
remain  on  the  roof  of  the  aisle,  as  engaged  to  be  executed  in  this  charter ;  and  tlie  aamo 
may  be  seen  repeated  in  different  parts  of  their  ancient  stronghold  of  Craigmillar  Castle ; 
where  also  occurs  their  Rebus,  sculptured  on  a  stone  panel  of  the  outer  wall :  a  press,  and 
tun  or  barrel.*  They  continued  annually  to  exercise  their  chartered  right  of  bearing  the 
arm  bone  of  the  Patron  Saint  till  the  memorable  year  1558,  when  the  College  of  St  Giles 
walked  for  the  lost  time  in  procession,  on  the  Ist  of  September,  the  festival  of  St  Giles, 
bearing  in  procession  a  statue  hired  for  the  occasion,  from  tho  Grey  Friars,  to  personate  the 
Great  Image  of  the  Saint,  as  large  as  life,  because  "  the  auM  Saltat  Geilo  "  hod  been 
flrat  drowned  in  the  North  Loch  as  an  adulterer,  or  cncourager  of  idolatry,  and  thereafter 


'  A  letter  on  the  subject  of  thew  armorial  beariuga,  aigncd  A.  D,  [the  late  Alexander  Deuobar,  we  preiume,  a  fint- 
rata  authority  on  all  matter*  of  heraldry],  appeared  iu  the  ilcols  Magazine,  June  1818.  The  writer  promiiei  to  tend  the 
retult  of  further  obaervatiuiu,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  followed  out  his  intentioiu. 

*  Maitland,  p.  !271. 

*  Atxihteulogia  Scotica,  vol.  L  p,  375. 

*  The  RebuR  of  Prior  Bolton,  iu  Wcitminater  Abbey,  is  very  timilar  to  thia :  a  tun,  or  barrel,  with  ■  bolt  thrurt 
through  it. 
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bnrnt  u  »  heretic.  Onlj  two  joars  before,  the  Dean  of  Ouild  paid  6i.  "  for  paynting  of 
Bant  Ooile  \  "  and  "  for  mending  and  poliching  Baiiit  Oelii  arme,  I2d.,"  but  hie  hononra 
were  rudely  put  an  end  to  by  the  rioteri  of  1658  i  and  only  four  yeari  thereafter  the 
Baint'i  iilrer-work,  ring,  and  Joweli,  and  all  the  veitmenti  wherewith  hii  image  and  hii 
arm  bone  were  wont  to  be  decorated  on  high  foitivali  of  the  Church,  were  lold  by  authority 
of  the  Magistrate!,  and  the  proo4!odi  employed  in  repairing  the  Church.  Sir  Darid 
Lindsay  deierres  more  credit  than  has  yet  been  ascribed  to  him  for  the  irrerorent  handling 
of  the  saint  on  this  occasion.  His  MonarekU  was  finished  in  1663,  and  had  then  had 
time  to  have  produced  its  influence  on  the  popular  mind.  His  description  of  the  honours 
paid  by  the  citiiens  of  Edinburgh  to  their  Patron  Saint  is  sufficiently  graphic  ;  nor  does 
he  hesitate  to  forewarn  the  clergy  of  the  reeompenae  ttmt  so  speedily  followed  i— 

Of  Rtllnburgh,  the  gnlt  IdoUtrto, 

And  mMiKwt  kbhonilnotiniin, 

On  th>lr  foUt  Atj,  all  oraatur*  may  IM, 

Thaj  b«lr  an*  aul<l  atok  imaga  thnmob  tha  tniin, 

With  talbrona,  trumpet,  aohalma,  and  olarluun  ', 

Quhllk  baa  b«na  uait  monj  ana  jrair  lijrgona, 

With  pritatla,  and  (rairia,  inUi  prooaaaiuun, 

Biolfke,  aa  Ball  wea  borne  tbruuoh  Dabjrlona, 

Vf  un  70W,  (rairia  t  tbat  uaia  (or  to  pralobe, 
And  duia  aaalat  tn  alk  idolatria  : 
Qiiby  du  ya  uocht  the  Ignuranl  paplll  taioba, 
How  ana  daid  Imaga  carvit  o(  ana  tre, 
Aa  It  war  bnly,  auld  nuobt  bonourlt  ba  ; 
Kor  burne  on  biirgaa  baokli,  up  and  duun  : 
Bot,  y*  iobaw  planalis  yuur  bypooriiia, 
Quban  ya  paa  (ormaat  In  prooaaaioun. 

Fy  on  yaw,  (oaterarla  o(  Idolatrla  I 
That  till  ana  deid  atok,  doia  ilk  rararane*, 
In  preaana  of  tho  iwpill  publicklie  ; 
Fair  ye  nooht  Ood,  to  commit  aik  oflenca 
I  counaall  yow  do  yit  your  diligenoa, 
To  gar  luppraaaa  aik  grelt  abuiioun : 
Do  ya  nooht  aa,  I  dreid  your  raoompanaa, 
Sail  be  nooht  ellia,  bot  olene  eonfuaioun. 

The  arm  bono  of  the  Patron  Saint,  procured  at  so  great  a  cost,  and  heretofore  commanding 
tho  derout  admiration  of  the  faithful,  was  most  probably  flung  out  into  tho  neighbouring 
churchyard,  soon  after  tho  discomfiture  of  his  adherents,  to  mingle  unheeded  with  the 
ashes  of  forgotten  generations.  One  fact,  however,  we  learn,  from  the  charter  granted 
by  the  Magistrates  to  Preston  of  Qortoun,  as  to  the  appropriation  of  different  parts  of 
tho  church  at  that  period — viz.,  that  the  Lady  Aisle,  where  the  altar  of  the  blessed  Virgin 
Mary  stood,  was  part  of  what  now  forms  tho  south  aisle  of  tho  choir,  or  High  Church.  To 
this  altar  we  find  one  of  the  earliest  recorded  gifts  bestowed,  in  the  reign  of  David  IL, 
when  the  first  mention  of  distinct  chantries  in  St  Giles's  Church  is  found — viz.,  "Carta  to 
the  Lady  Altar  of  St  Qeillo's,  of  ane  tenement  in  Edinburgh,  given  by  William  Here, 
burges  of  Edikiburgh." '    From  the  style  of  architecture  which  prevails  through  the  older 

>  Robertaon'a  Index,  17t8,  temp,  Darid  II.,  p.  0(1.    The  date  o(  the  charter  ia  ISeS.    Regiat.  Hag.  SIgill,  p.  M. 
The  deed  o(  gift  to  8t  Katberine'a  Altar  in  the  aame  reign  ia  dated  1359. 
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|Mirta  of  the  collegiate  church,  we  feel  little  heaitation  in  auigning  the  erection  of  the 
main  portion  of  the  fkbrio  to  the  cloae  of  David'e  reign,  which  extended  from  1329  to 
1371,  or  to  that  of  hii  incceeior  Robert  II.  It  ia  flniahed  entirely  in  that  limple  and 
comparatively  plain  ityle  of  pointed  architecture,  which  Dallaway  deaignatea  Pure  Gothic, 
and  of  which  no  apecimen  will  be  found  later  than  the  fourteenth  century.  It  waa  a  period 
of  almoat  inceaaant  war«,  inToWing  the  whole  nation  in  miaery  for  yeara  i  but  it  waa  no 
leiB  characteriaod  by  raligioua  leal,  encouraged,  no  doubt,  in  aome  degree  by  the  fact 
that  eccleiiaatical  property  waa  the  only  apeciea  of  poaieaaion  that  had  any  chance  of 
eicaping  the  tmj  of  the  inradert.  Edward  III.,  howeTer,  carried  on  hia  Hoottiah  iuTaaion 
with  a  ferocity  that  ipared  not  oven  the  odiflcea  conieorated  to  religion.  In  136A,  he 
desolated  the  country  on  to  Edinburgh,  and  laid  CTcry  town,  village,  ttnd  hamlet  in  aahea, 
though  not  without  auffering  keenly  (Vom  the  aasauUi  of  the  hardy  Scoti.  Thia  bloody 
inroad  wai  peculiarly  aaiooiated  in  the  mindi  of  the  peopU  with  the  unwonted  aacrilege  of 
the  invadori,  and  ai  it  happened  about  the  time  of  the  Feait  of  Purification,  it  waa 
popularly  known  aa  tht  Burnt  Candleimu}  In  thii  deaolating  invaaion,  St  Oilea'a  Church, 
no  doubt,  luifored  greatly  i  but  the  miaery  of  the  people,  and  the  uncertainty  involved  in 
Buch  a  atate  of  continual  warfare,  did  not  prevent  the  restoration  of  their  churchci,  and 
we  accordingly  find  in  the  Burgh  Records  a  contract  made,  in  the  year  138A,  between 
the  Provost  and  some  masons  to  vault  over  a  part  of  the  church.  This  was,  no  doubt, 
speedily  accomplished,  aa  in  1384  the  Scottish  barons  assembled  there  and  resolved  on  a 
war  with  England,  notwithstanding  the  desire  of  Robert  II.  for  peace.  The  result  waa 
that  the  whole  town  was  exposed  to  another  general  conflagration  by  the  invading  army 
of  Richard  II.,  and  the  Church  of  St  Giles  ia  expressly  mentioned  aa  involved  in  the 
general  destruction.  There  is  no  reason,  however,  to  conclude  Arom  this,  that  the  massive 
walls  of  the  old  Gothic  fabric  were  raised  to  the  ground  by  the  flames  that  consumed  the 
simple  dwellings  of  the  nnwalled  town.  The  cost  of  its  restoration  appears  to  have  been 
borne  by  the  Government,  and  various  entries  occur  in  the  accounts  of  the  Great 
Chamberlain  of  Scotland,  rendered  at  the  Exchequer  between  the  years  1390  and  1413, 
of  sums  granted  for  completing  its  re-edification.  Nevertheless,  the  archives  of  the 
city  preserve  authentic  evidence  of  additions  being  made  out  of  its  own  funds  to  the 
original  fabric  in  1387,  only  two  years  after  the  conflagration,  and  an  examination  of  such 
portions  of  these  as  still  remain  abundantly  conflrms  this  idea ;  the  style  of  decoration 
being  exactly  of  that  intermediate  kind  between  the  simple  forms  of  the  old  nave  and  the 
highly  ornate  style  of  the  choir,  which  is  usually  found  in  the  transition  firom  the  one  to 
the  other. 

The  contract  for  the  additions  made  to  St  Giles's  Church  from  the  revenues  of  the 
town,  and  the  contributions  of  its  wealthier  citizens  at  the  time  when  the  main  fabric  was 
left  to  be  restored  from  the  general  revenues  of  the  kingdom,  while  it  afibrds  an  insight 
into  the  progress  of  the  building  at  that  date,  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  a  curious  proof 
of  that  singular  elasticity  which  the  Scottish  nation  displayed  during  their  protrtu;ted  wars 
with  England ;  showing  as  it  does,  the  general  and  local  government  vicing  with  one 
another  in  the  luxury  of  ornate  ecclesiastical  edifices  almost  as  soon  as  the  invaders  had 
retreated  across  the  Borders.    The  agreement  bears  to  be  made  at  Edinburgh,  November 

'  Duliymple'f  AnnaU,  pp.  237, 8. 
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30th,  in87,  botween  "  Adam  Fomccr,  Ii<jrd  ol  Nothcr  T^ilierton,  Androw  Yiolitinn,  PrnveU 
ofthi)  Iiiir<<;h  of  KdytiburKli,  nnd  ('onimuniti'  ci'that  Ilk,  on  tliu  tn  half,  and  Johna  John* 
of  Htonc,  and  Johno  Hknyur,  niajtounyn,  on  tho  toyer  half,"  and  rt>(|nireii  that  "  the  foriaidjri 
Joline  Johne,  and  Johne,  nail  niako  and  vouto  fyvo  CliapolU  on  the  aouth  lyds  of  th« 
Paryce  Kyrke  of  KdynburKh,  fi-a  tho  went  K^vyl,  lyand  and  rynan  donn  oit,  on  to  tho  grete 
pylcr  of  tho  itopyl,  voutyt  on  the  lamu  nianer  liy  tho  niaNOUiiys,  aa  the  vout  alravye  Hanot 
Stovinyn  nutur,  itandand  on  tho  nortli  nydo  of  the  {laryi  aiitur  of  the  Ahbay  of  Ilaly-ruda 
llouii*.  AUun  yat  ylk  man  lai  niak  in  ylk  Cha|)el  of  tho  four,  a  wyndow  with  thro  lychtya 
in  fourni  niaiionno  lyko,  tho  qwhiik  patrouno  yni  hef  iieno ;  and  tho  fyfte  Cha|H)l  voutyt 
with  a  durro,  in  ala  gudo  niancr  all  the  durre,  atandand  in  the  wont  gavyl  of  yo  foraaid 
kyrk.  AUun  yo  foraayde  Ave  Cha|M)lly«  tail  be  thekyt  abovyn  with  atano,  and  water 
thycht ;  yo  buttraa,  yo  lintcla  fynyt  up  aU  hech  as  ye  lave  of  yat  work  Bskyi),"  '  The 
whole  of  thoie  five  chapeU  remained,  with  their  bvautiful  groined  roofn,  un<l  cluttered 
columnt,  until  tho  retloration  of  the  ancient  cditlco  in  182U,  when  the  two  wett  onei  were 
demoliiihed,  apparently  for  no  better  rcaion  than  bccauxo  they  interfered  with  tho  archt- 
tect'a  deiign  fur  a  uiiiforui  went  fVout,  The  third  chapel,  which  now  forma  tho  wo«t 
lobby  of  the  Olil  Church,  nit  thiH  aubdiviRiou  of  the  building  ia  ityled,  retained  till  the 
lanio  date  tho  beautiful  vnulted  entrance  erected  in  VAX"!;  it  wua  an  open  porch, 
with  a  richly-groined  ceiling,  and  over  it  a  small  chamber,  lighted  by  an  elegant  oriel 
window,  the  corbel  of  which  was  nn  angel  holding  the  city  arms.  A  fac-Hiniile  of  this  hoa 
been  trnnifcrred  to  tho  west  side  of  tho  niitle,'  though  without  eitiicr  tho  beautiful  porch 
which  it  surmounted,  or  the  picturesque  turret-stair  which  atood  on  its  west  side,  and 
formed  the  approach  to  tho  Priest's  Chnmlier  ns  well  ns  to  the  roof  of  the  church.  The 
demolition  of  this  ]>ortion  of  the  ancient  edifice  lo<l  to  the  discovery  of  a  large  accumula- 
tion of  charters  and  ancient  records  of  tho  city,  which  had  been  placed  at  some  early  period 
in  the  chamber  over  the  porch,  and  had  lain  there  undisturbed  probnbly  for  more  than  two 
centuries.  It  Imd  contained  bIho  a  series  of  pictorial  decorations  of  an  unusual  character 
as  the  adornments  of  any  part  of  a  church,  but  which  appear  to  have  been  painted  on  the 
panelling  of  tlie  chamber  about  tho  |>eriod  of  the  Revolution,  when  it  formed  an  appendage 
to  the  Council  Chambers.  The  only  fragments  of  these  that  have  been  preserved  are  now 
in  tho  collection  of  C.  K.  Sharpc,  Esq.,  and  consist  of  a  trumiieter,  a  soldier  bearing  a 
banner,  and  a  female  figure  holding  a  cornucopia.  The  costume  of  tho  figures,  which  are 
above  half-life  size,  is  of  the  reign  of  William  III.  Tho  paintings  are  really  works  of 
some  merit,  so  far  ns  can  be  judged  from  these  detached  fragments,  which  were  literally 
rescued  from  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  vestry,  and  nro  insufficient  to  show  what  lir ,1  been  the 
subject  of  the  whole  design.  The  two  eastern  chapels  are  now  included  in  the  Old  Church, 
and  though  greatly  defaced  by  modern  partitions  and  galleries,  retain  some  of  the  original 
groining,  constructed  five  centuries  ngo,  in  imitation  of  St  Stephen's  Chapel  in  the  Abbey 
of  Holyrood. 


)<  I 


■  Hiiitlind,  p.  270. 

*  The  o«rv«l  itonea  of  the  original  window  ore  now  in  the  poaaeiaion  of  A.  E.  Kllia,  Kiq,,  and  cannot  but  excite  the 
•urprtae  of  every  one  who  leea  them,  ae  the  moat  of  them  are  nearly  aa  freah  and  aharp  aa  when  flrat  executed. 
Among  other  intereating  fragmenta  reaoued  by  Mr  Ellia  at  tho  aame  period,  there  ia  a  very  fine  atoup  for  holy  water, 
formed  in  ahape  of  a  ahallow  baaon,  with  a  large  atar  covering  it,  and  leaving  the  iiiteraticea  for  the  water.  It  bad  pro- 
jected fruoi  the  wall  on  a  richly-flowered  corbel,  which  haa  been  rudely  broken  in  ita  removal. 
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An  iiiile  ikp|K>Ari«  (•>  linvo  U'oii  itililoil  nt  «  Ulir  \H>t\iA  to  llio  anntli  nf  thu  two  ImI 
ohitpcli,  tho  iM'iiiitiriilly  Kroiru'il  riKifnl' which  wm  fully  ak  rich  m  nay  iNtrtinn  nf  thn  chnir. 
Thi«  itppi'ArD  to  Ini  till)  oliMpt'l  rcforri'tl  ti>  in  n  "  I'hiirtor  of  ronHrniittinn  of  it  niorliftcntion 
by  AloxniiiliT  Lniitlcr  of  MIytli,  Knittlil.  I'rovont  of  K<linliiir)(h,  to  niiit  nItitrnKn  of  Ht 
Uillt'pt  Kirk,"  ilatfil  17th  AiiKiut  1A|:(,'  liy  whii  h  he  foiimli'il  %  •' i<hii|ilAinry  in  thit  Nuw 
Chn|ivl,  ncnr  the  xoiith-wi'iturn  corniT  of  tho  rhuroh,  in  honour  of  OihI,  tlip  Virifin  Mnry, 
•mi  Ontiriul  tho  Archiin^vl."  '  It  couniMtt'il  of  two  nrrhf*  i>xtiwiilin)(  l)ctwt>«n  tho  porch 
nml  tho  louth  trnn»opt,  nml  in  tint  aouth  wall,  lN>two«u  tho  two  wiiulown,  it  iHtnutiful  itllr'- 
tomb  WM  onnitruoti'd  umlor  it  ilcop  roi-opii),  on  whirh  n  rc<MiinlH>nt  IlKuro  hml,  no  doiilit,  Iwkii 
oriKinaiiy  plitcod,  nlthoiif(h  it  prohidtly  ilimiiiponnil  •!oii((with  tho  iitatuoii,itnJoth«riincioiit 
dvcorationx,  that  fell  n  prey  to  liio  rfforniiiiir  xoni  of  \l)M,  whon  "  Tiio  Uim-k  knd  Ority 
Frerit  of  KdinburKh  wcro  dLMUoliMcd  and  oniilin  doun  nliitorlio,  and  all  thu  clicpulli*  and 
colK'ifi*  alxmt  tlio  laid  bur(;h,  with  thair  xnirdx,  wcru  in  lykwyiito  diilroyit ;  and  thu  inia;fc« 
and  altariM  of  8ani'tgi>iliN  kirk  diiilroyit  and  brint,  Ih>  tlio  Krliit  of  Kr^ylo  and  (lluncarno, 
tho  pryour  of  HanctandroiK  and  Ijord  Kuthvcno,  callit  tho  oonf^roKatioiin."*  Tho  princi|Hil 
ornanientt  of  thin  tinn  tomb  nwf^f^vni  it.'<  IntvinK  ''*'('"  t'roctod  for  nuiiiu  oniinont  occloiiiaKtic. 
Undorncath  tlie  corlH-lii  fr<un  which  tho  crookutod  arch  KpriiiKN,  two  nhioldii  are  cut,  lK>arin(( 
thfl  cnibloni*  uf  our  Hiiviour'n  piiitHion,  thu  ono  on  tho  ri^ht  hnvinj;  tho  nniU,  iipcar,  and 
reed  with  tho  upongo,  and  tho  othor  tho  pillar  and  icourgvu.  Thu  pinnnolu  with  which  tlio 
arch  tcrniinaluii  i*  adorned  with  thu  beautiful  onibloni  nf  a  heart  t  thin  tho  crown  of 
thorn*,  and  on  citlicr  tide  of  It  a  lion  and  dritgon  arc  xculptnrcd  a*  RUpportor*.  On  tho 
top  of  thin  an  omaniontal  rorbol  formerly  Hiipportcd  a  climtcroil  pillar,  ft^sm  the  ciipital  of 
which  tho  rich  groining  of  tho  roof  iprcad  out  it*  fan-liko  linibii  towardi  tho  fine  buitiies  of 
the  centre  kcy-iitoneH.  All  thii,  however,  which  combined  to  form  otio  of  tho  flncit  and 
niott  unique  fuaturci  of  the  Old  Church,  ha*  licen  inrriticed  to  Mocuro  that  uiido«irablo 
uniformity  which  ruin*  tho  Oothio  dunign*  of  modern  nnhitert*,  and  i*  icarrcly  over  found 
in  the  bent  ancient  oxamplei.  One-half  of  tho  ai*lo  ho*  been  denioliithcd,  and  a  wall  built 
acroM  where  tho  clu*tcred  jiillar  formerly  HUpported  tho  beautiful  roof  of  tho  cha|iel,  in  order 
to  give  it  the  appearance  externally  of  an  aixlo  to  the  Houth  traiiDopt.  Thu  altar  tomb 
ha*  been  removed  in  a  inutiiatcd  *tato  to  thi*  fragment  of  tho  ancient  chapel,  now  degraded 
to  the  mean  ofticu  of  a  iitaircaNO  to  tho  MontroNC  niKle  on  thu  east  itide  of  tho  *amu 
tranHcpt,  which,  with  a  tiuor  half  way  up  it*  ancient  pillar*,  nurvc*  for  a  vc*try  to  the  Old 
Church, 

On  the  north  *Ido  of  the  nave  a  range  of  chapel*  appear*  to  have  liecn  added  at  a  Rome- 
what  later  date  than  thoHO  built  on  thu  MOUth  Hidu  in  i:)87,  judging  from  the  stylo  of  orna- 
ment and  particularly  the  rich  groining  uf  tho  rouf.  These  consiMtcd  of  two  Hniall  chiipel* 
on  each  side  of  tho  ancient  Norman  porch,  while  above  it  there  was  an  apartment  known 
08  the  Priest'*  Uoom.  Tlii*  hud,  no  doubt,  Kcrvod  it*  ii  ve*try  for'Homu  of  the  clergy  otH- 
ciating  at  the  nunicrou*  altar*  uf  tho  church,  though  Maitiand  give*  it  the  name  uf  the 
Priest'*  Prison,  a*  thu  place  of  durance  in  olden  timorf  fur  culprit*  who  had  incurred  the 

■  InTinUr  of  I'ioui  Uunitti<iut.  M.H.  Ad.  Lib.  AloxADiler  I.<>ii(ler  flileil  the  office  at  I'rovoit  in  the  yean  I80I-3, 
»nd  igiiiD  in  1S08-10,  The  Karl  of  Angui  wm  the  I'rovoal  in  IfilS,  Hiid  nmroheU  with  the  burgher  force  to  Ploddtn 
Field. 


•  MxitUnd,  p.  271. 


*  Diurnal  u(  Ooourrent%  p.  169, 
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Church's  oeninres.  This  name  apartment  nerved  as  tlie  priion  in  which  Sir  John  Oordon 
of  Iladdo  was  secured  in  1044,  previous  to  his  trial  and  exooution,  from  whence  one  of 
the  places  of  worohip  into  wliich  the  nave  of  tiie  ancient  Cullegiate  Church  was  divided 
derived  its  singular  name  of  "  Haddow's  Hole."  Both  the  porch,  and  the  two  chapels  to 
the  east  of  it,  have  disappeared  in  the  recent  remodelling;  of  the  church,  although  they 
formed  originally  very  picturesque  features  externally,  with  their  pointed  gables,  and  steep 
roofs  "  thuikit  with  stane,"  and  with  them  also  the  deep  archway  which  had  formerly  given 
access  to  the  most  ancient  fragment  of  the  PariHh  Church.  The  eastmost  of  these  chapels, 
which  is  now  replaced  by  what  appears  externally  as  the  west  aisle  of  the  north  transept, 
was  the  only  portion  of  the  church  in  which  any  of  the  coloured  glass  remained,  with  which, 
doubtless,  most  of  its  windows  were  anciently  filled.  Its  chief  ornament  consisted  of  an 
elephant,  very  well  executed,  underneath  which  were  the  crown  and  hammer,  the  armorial 
bearings  of  the  Incor{K)ration  of  Hammermen,  enclosed  within  a  wreath.  From  these 
insignia  we  may  infer  that  this  was  St  Eloi's  Cha[)ol,  at  the  altar  of  which,  according  to  the 
traditions  of  the  burgh,  the  craftsmen  of  Edinburgh  who  hud  followed  Allan,  Lord  High 
Steward  of  Scotland,  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  aided  in  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
firom  the  Infidels,  dedicated  the  famous  Blue  Dlaii  ,  or  "  Banner  of  the  Holy  Ghost," ' 
The  large  and  beautiful  centre  kcy-Htone  of  this  chapel 
is  now  in  the  collection  of  C.  K.  Slmrpe,  Esq.  It 
is  adorned  with  a  richly-sculptured  boss,  formed 
of  four  dragons,  with  distended  wings,  each  diflerent 
in  design,  the  tails  of  which  are  gracefully  extended, 
10  as  to  cover  the  intersecting  ribs  of  the  groined 
roof.  The  centre  is  fonned  by  a  large  flower,  to 
which  an  iron  liook  is  attached  ;  from  whence,  no 
doubt,  anciently  depended  a  lamp  over  the  altar 
of  St  Eloi,  the  patron  saint  of  the  Hammermen 
of  Edinburgh.  The  painted  gloss  from  the  chapel 
window — which,  from  the  rarity  of  such  remains 
in  Scotland,  would  have  possessed  even  a  greater 
value  than  the  beautiful  key-stone  —  has  either 
gone    to   enrich    some    private    collection,    or    been 

destroyed  like  the  old  chapel  to  which  it  belonged,  as  we  hovo  failed  in  all  attempts 
to  recover  any  clue  to  it.  The  view  of  the  church  from  the  north-west  will  suffice 
to  convey  some  idea  of  the  singularly  picturesque  appearance  of  this  part  of  the  old 
building  externally,  even  when  encumbered  with  the  last  of  the  Kramcs,  and  with  its 
walls  and  windows  defaced  with  many  incongruous  additions  of  later  date.  A  restoration 
of  this  would  have  well  rewarded  the  labour  of  the  architect,  and  merited  a  grateful 
opprcciation,  which  very  few  indeed  will  consider  due  to  the  uniformity  that  has  been 
effected  by  its  socrifice.  The  two  western  chapels  still  remain,  with  a  very  light  and 
elegant  clustered  pillar,  adorned  with  sculptured  shields  on  a  rich  foliated  capital,  from 
which  spring  the  ribs  of  the  groined  roof  and  the  arches  that  divide  it  from  the  adjoining 
aisle.      The  ornamental  sculptures  of  this  portion  of  the   church  ore  of  a  peculiarly 

>  Penneouick's  History  of  the  Blue  Blauket,  p.  28. 
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striking  cliaracter.  On  the  centre  key-stone  of  the  eastern  chapel,  tlie  monogram  of 
the  Virgin  is  inwrought  with  the  loaves  of  a  gracefully  sculptured  wreath,  and  the  tame 
is  repeated  in  a  simpler  form  on  one  of  the  Lusses  of  the  neighbouring  aisle.  But  the 
roost  interesting  of  these  decorations  are  the  heraldic  devices  which  form  the  prominent 
ornaments  on  the  capital  of  the  pillar.  These  consist,  on  the  south  side,  of  the  arms 
of  Robert,  Duke  of  Albany,  the  second  son  of  King  Robert  II.  ;  and,  on  the  north  side, 
of  those  of  Archibald,  fourth  Earl  of  Douglas.  In  the  year  1401,  David,  Duke  uf 
Rothsay,  the  unfortunate  son  of  Robert  III.,  was  arrested  by  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of 
Albany  and  Governor  of  Scotland,  with  the  consent  of  the  king  his  father,  who  had 
been  incensed  against  him  by  the  daily  complaints  which  his  uncle  contrived  to  have 
carried  to  the  old  king's  ear.  The  circumstance:)  of  his  death  have  been  pictured  with 
thrilling  effect  in  the  popular  pages  of  "  The  Fair  Maid  of  Perth."  He  was  committed 
a  close  prisoner  to  the  dungeon  of  Falkland  Castle,  and  there  starved  to  death,  notwith- 
standing the  intervention  of  a  maiden  and  nurse,  who  experienced  a  far  different  fate 
from  that  assigned  by  8cott,  though  their  efforts  to  rescue  the  Prince  from  his  horrible 
duatli  are  described  with  considerable  nccnracy.  "  The  Blacko  Booke  of  Scone  saith, 
that  the  Earle  Douglas  was  with  the  Governour  when  he  brought  the  Duke  from  Saint 
Andrew's  to  Falkland," '  having  jn'obably  been  exasperated  against  the  latter,  who  was 
his  own  brotlicr-in-lttw,  by  the  indignity  which  his  licentious  courses  put  upon  his  sister. 
Such  are  the  two  Scottish  nobles  whose  orniorial  bearings  still  grace  the  capital  of  the 
pillar  in  the  old  chnpcl.  It  is  the  only  other  case  in  which  they  are  found  acting  in 
concert  besides  the  dark  deed  nlrendy  rcfurrcd  to  ;  and  it  se^'nis  no  unreasonable  inference 
to  draw  from  such  a  coincidenco,  that  this  clinpel  had  been  founded  and  endowed  by  them 
as  an  expiatory  offering  for  tlint  deed  of  blood,  and  its  chaplain  probably  appointed  to  soy 
masses  for  their  victim's  soul.  A  view  of  this  interesting  and  beautiful  part  of  the 
interior  of  St  Giles's  Church — with  the  gallery  and  pews  removed — forms  the  vignette  at 
the  head  of  the  chapter. 

The  transepts  of  the  church  ns  they  existed  before  1829,  afforded  no  less  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  building.  Distinct  traces  remained  of  the  termination  of 
the  south  transept  a  few  feet  beyond  the  pillars  that  separated  tlie  south  aisle  of  tlie  choir 
from  Preston's,  or  the  Assembly  Aisle,  us  it  was  latterly  termed.  Beyond  this,  the 
groining  of  the  roof  entirely  differed  from  the  older  portion,  exhibiting  unequivocal  evidence 
of  being  the  work  of  a  Inter  age.  Tliis  part  of  tlie  Old  Church  forms — or  rather,  we 
should  perhaps  say,  formed — by  far  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  whole  building, 
from  its  many  associations  with  the  eminent  men  of  other  days.  Here  it  was  that  Walter 
Chepman,  a  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  famous  ns  the  introducer  of  the  printing-press  to 
Scotland,  founded  and  endowed  u  chnplaiury  at  the  altar  of  St  John  the  Evangelist,  "  in 
honour  of  God,  the  Virgin  Mary,  St  John  the  Apostle  and  Evangelist,  and  all  Saints." 
The  charter  is  dated  1st  August  1513,  an  era  of  peculiar  interest.  Scotland  was  then 
rejoicing  in  all  the  prosperity  and  linppiness  consequent  on  the  wise  and  beneficent  reign 
of  James  IV.  Learning  was  visited  with  the  highest  favour  of  the  court,  and  literature 
was  rapidly  extending  its  influence  under  the  zealous  co-operation  of  Dunbar,  Douglas, 

'  Hunje  of  nodicruft'a  Hiat.  of  the  Duuglases,  p.  113.     Huine  nttumpU  tu  free  tlie  Karl  from  tko  charge,  but  with 
little  aucceas. 
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Kennedy,  and  otiiers,  with  the  royal  master  printer.  Only  one  month  thereafter,  Scotland 
lay  at  the  mercy  of  her  southern  rival.  Her  King  was  slain;  the  chief  of  her  nobles 
and  warriors  had  periHhed  on  Flodden  Field ;  and  adversity  «nd  ignorance  again  raplaced 
all  the  advantages  that  had  followed  in  the  train  of  the  gallant  James's  rule.  Thenceforth 
the  altars  of  8t  Oiles's  Church  received  few  and  rare  additions  to  their  ondowments. 
There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  Walter  Chepman  lies  buried  in  the  south  transept 
of  the  Church,  close  by  the  spot  where  "  the  Good  Re{,ent,"  James  Earl  of  Murray,  the 
Regent  Morton,  and  Iuh  great  rival  the  Earl  of  Atholl,  are  buried,  and  ac^joining  the  aisle 
where  the  mangled  remains  of  the  groat  Marquis  of  Montrose  were  reinterred,  with  every 
mark  of  honour,  on  the  7th  of  January  1C61.  This  receives  strong  corroboration 
from  an  agreement  entered  in  the  Burgh  liegisters,  30th  June  1679,  by  which  the 
Council  "  grants  and  permits  that  upon  the  west  part  of  Walter  Chepmanis  lyle,  fernent 
the  Earl  of  Murrayis  tomb,  sal  be  broken,  and  thair  ane  burial-place  be  maid  for  the  Earl 
of  Athole." 

The  Regent's  tomb,  which  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  south  transept,  was  on  many 
accounts  an  object  of  peculiar  interest.  As  the  monument  erected  to  one  who  had  played 
so  conspicuous  a  part  in  one  of  the  most  momentous  periods  of  our  national  history,  it 
was  calculated  to  awaken  many  stirring  associations.  The  scene  which  occurred  when  the 
Regent's  remains  were  committed  to  the  tomb  was  itself  not  the  least  interesting  among 
the  memorable  occurrences  that  have  been  witnessed  in  the  ancient  Church  of  St  Giles* 
when  the  thousands  who  had  assembled  within  its  walls  were  moved  to  tears  by  the 
eloquence  of  Knox.  "  Vpoun  the  xiiij  day  of  the  moneth  [of  Februor,  15701,  being 
Tyisdaye,"  says  a  contompornry,  "  my  lord  llegentis  corpis  being  brocht  in  ane  bote  be  sey 
fra  Striucling  to  Leith,  quhair  it  was  keipit  in  Johne  Walrdlaw  his  hous,  and  thairefter 
curyit  to  the  palace  of  Iliilyrudhous,  wes  tronsportit  fra  the  said  palace  of  Halyrudhous  to 
the  college  kirk  of  Sunctgoill  la  tliis  manner ;  that  is  to  say,  William  Kirkaldie  of  Grange 
knycht,  raid  t'rn  the  said  palicc  in  diile  weid,  beirand  ane  pensall  qulmirin  wes  contenit  ane 
rcid  lyoun  ;  cfter  him  foUowit  Coluill  of  Cleislie,  maister  houshald  to  the  said  regent,  with 
nne  vthcr  peusell  quliairin  wes  contenit  my  lord  regentis  armes  and  bage  ;  efter  tbame  wes 
tlie  Erlis  of  Athole,  Mar,  Glenearne,  lordis  of  Ruthvene,  Methvene,  maister  of  Grahome, 
lord  Lindsay,  with  diuerse  vthcris  barronis,  beirand  the  saidis  corpis  to  the  said  college  kirk 
of  Siuictgeill,  quliairin  the  samyne  wes  plnceit  befoir  the  pulpett ;  and  thairefter  Johne 
Knox  minister  made  one  lamentable  sermond  tuitching  the  said  murther ;  the  samin  being 
done,  the  said  corpis  wes  burijt  in  Sanct  Anthoneis  yle  within  the  soid  college  kirk."'  The 
Regent's  tomb  was  surmounted  with  his  arms,  and  bore  on  the  front  of  it  a  bross  plate 
with  the  figures  of  Justice  and  Faith  engraved  thereon,  and  the  epitaph  composed  by 
Buchanan '  for  tlie  purpose  : — 

lACOBO  STOVARTO,  MOKAVIiE  COMITI,  SCOTIiH  PHOHEGI ; 
VIUO,  -KTATIS  8V*,  LONOE  OPTIMO  :  AB  INIMICIS, 
0MNI8  MEMOni^  DETERRIMI8,  EX  IN8IDIIS  KXTINCTO, 
CEV       PATW       COMMVNI,      PATRIA       McHRENS       P08VIT. 


Diurnal  of  Ooourrenti,  p.  168. 


'  Calderwood'a  Hut.,  vol.  ii.  p.  £2(i. 
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Underneath  the  coat  of  arms,  to  the  left  of  the  above  inioription,  wai  the  motto, — pibtas, 
siNi  VIMDICR,  LUOBT ;  aiid  01)  the  riglit  tide, — jus  ixarmatum  ut.  The  monument  which 
Htood  directly  oppoiiite  to  that  of  the  Regent  was  generally  understood  to  be  that  of  the 
Earl  of  Atholl,  w'lo  was  buried  with  great  solemnity  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  church  on 
the  4th  of  July  1 571).  The  aumptuouH  preparations  for  this  funeral  led  to  the  interference 
of  the  (leneral  AHr>t>mbly,  by  whom,  "  commissioun  was  givin  to  some  brethrein  to  declare 
to  the  lords  that  the  Assemblie  tli'Mif^ht  the  croce  and  the  stroups  superstitious  and  ethniok 
like,  and  to  crave  they  may  be  removed  at  the  Erie  of  Atholl's  buriall.  The  lords 
answered,  they  sould  caus  (\^ver  the  mortoloath  with  blacke  velvet,  and  remove  the 
strowpes."'  The  lords,  however,  failed  in  their  promise.  The  atrompea,  or  flambeaux, 
were  used  on  the  occasion,  notwithstanding  the  promise  to  the  contrary,  in  consequence 
of  which  a  riot  ensued.  Crawfurd'  describes  the  stately  monument  erected  over  his 
grave ;  but  from  his  allusion  to  an  allegorical  device  of  a  pelican,  vulned,  feeding  her 
young — the  crest  of  the  EarU  of  Moray,  but  an  emblem,  as  he  conceives,  designed  to 
signify  th<)  long  devotion  borne  by  the  Earl  of  Atholl  to  his  country — he  has  evidently 
mistaken  for  it  that  of  the  Regent.  There  was  a  vacant  panel  on  this  monument, 
apparently  intended  for  inserting  a  brass  plate  similar  to  that  on  the  Earl  of  Murray's 
tumb,  but  it  had  either  been  removed  or  never  inserted.  On  the  top  had  been  a  coat  of 
arms,  but  all  that  remained  was  a  representation  of  two  pigeons,  and  the  date  1579,*  which, 
however,  may  be  received  as  conclusive  evidence  of  its  having  been  the  Earl  of  Atholl's 
monument.  The  portion  of  the  Church  which  contained  these  monuments  was  approached 
by  a  door  from  the  Parliament  Close,  which  was  never  closed,  ho  that  the  Regent's  Aisle 
was  a  common  place  for  appointments.  It  is  alluded  to  in  Sempill's  satirical  poem,  "  The 
Banishment  of  Poverty,"  as  a  convenient  lounge  for  idlers,  where  he  humorously  describes 
the  repast  provided  for  him  by  the  Genius  of  Poverty : — 


Then  1  know  no  way  how  to  fen  ; 

Mj  guU  rumblml  like  a  hurle-burow ; 
I  dined  with  Mint*  wd  noblemen, 

Kv'u  sweet  Saint  Qilei  and  Earl  o(  Hurray. 

It  probably  originated  no  less  in  the  veneration  with  which  "the  Good  Regent"  was 
regarded  than  iu  the  convenience  of  the  place,  that  it  was  long  a  common  occurrence  to 
make  bills  payable  at  "  the  Earl  of  Murray's  "  tomb,  and  to  fix  on  it  as  the  place  of  assigna- 
tion for  those  who  proposed  entering  on  any  mutual  contract.*  The  fact  will  seem  hardly 
credible  to  future  generations,  that  this  national  monument,  erected,  as  the  inscription  on 
it  expressed,  as  the  tribute  of  a  mourning  country  to  their  common  father,  was  deliberately 
demolished  during  the  alterotions  in  1829  in  the  process  of  enlarging  the  Assembly  Aisle. 


PI        i 


'  ralderwood'«  Hist.,  vol.  iii.  p.  446.      •  Crawford's  Officers  of  State,  p.  138.     Nisbet'a  Heraldry,  vol.  ii.  Ap.  p.  180. 

'  Kincaid'a  Hist,  of  Kdinburgb,  p.  179.     'V\ie  piijeont  were  probably  young  pelicana. 

*  The  custom  is  one  of  long  standing.  Among  the  Closebum  papers,  in  the  possesaion  of  C.  K.  Sharpe,  Esq.,  a  con- 
tract by  Sir  Thomas  Kirkpatrick  for  the  payment  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  dated  in  the  reign  of  Charles  1. ,  makes 
it  payable  at  Earl  Murray's  tomb.  There  is  a  remarkable  charter  of  James  II.  in  1452,  entailing  the  lands  of  Darntoini 
on  Ueorge  Earl  of  Caithness,  and  his  heirs  and  ain{/na,  and  his  naturcU  daughter ;  with  this  proviso,  that  he,  or  his 
assigns,  sliould  cause  to  be  paid  to  his  bastard  daughter,  Janet,  on  a  particular  day,  between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the 
sun,  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St  Oiles,  in  his  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  upon  the  h.gh  altar  of  the  same,  three  hundred  marks, 
usual  money, — Caledonia,  vol.  il  p.  774. 
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The  plan  of  the  architect  proved  after  all  a  total  failure,  and  a  new  hall  had  to  be  provided 
eliewhere  for  the  meetings  of  the  General  Aii*cmbly  of  the  Churoli.  The  removiU  of  this 
important  national  monument  was  not  effected  without  coniidorable  oppoiition,  and  ita 
deitruction  in  the  face  of  repeated  remontitranuca  reflectR  indelible  disgrace  on  all  who  had 
a  share  in  it.  The  brass  plate,  with  the  inscription  prepared  by  Buchanan  for  this  tomb, 
has  been  rescued  from  the  general  wreck,  and  is  now  preserved  by  the  descendants  of  the 
Regent  at  Dunnybristio  House.  We  trust  it  is  preserved  to  be  again  restored  to  the  place 
where  it  so  long  formed  the  chief  point  of  attraction.  The  same  transept,  styled  the  Old 
Church,^  was  the  scene  of  Jenny  Oeddes's  famous  onslaught  on  the  Dean  of  St  Qiles's, 
owing  to  the  alterations  which  were  in  progress  on  the  choir  at  the  period  when  the 
use  of  the  liturgy  was  attempted  to  bo  enforced,  in  order  to  adapt  it  for  the  cathedral 
service.*  A  very  characteristic  episode  or  by-play,  which  was  enacted  in  a  corner  of  the 
church  while  the  heroine  of  the  Cutty  Stool  waa  playing  her  more  prominent  port  with 
the  Dean,  is  thus  narrated  by  n  contemporary ; — "  A  good  Christian  woman,  much  desirous 
to  remove,  perceaving  she  could  ^'et  no  passage  patent,  betooke  herselfe  to  her  Bible  in  a 
remote  corner  of  the  church.  As  she  was  there  stopping  her  eares  at  the  voice  of  popisohe 
char  ers,  whome  she  remarked  to  be  verie  headstrong  in  the  publict  practise  of  their  anti- 
christiano  rudiments,  a  young  mnn  sitting  behind  her  beganno  to  sound  foarth.  Amen! 
At  the  hearing  therof,  she  quicklie  turned  her  about,  and  after  she  had  warmed  both  his 
cheekes  with  the  weight  of  her  hands,  she  thus  schott  against  him  the  thunderbolt  of  her 
zeal — <  False  thcefe  I  (said  she)  is  there  no  uthcr  parte  of  the  kirke  to  sing  masse  in  but 
thou  must  sing  it  at  my  lugge  f '  The  young  man,  being  dashed  with  such  ane  bote  unex- 
pected rencounter,  gave  place  to  silence  in  signe  of  his  recantatione."  *  The  erection  of 
the  Bishopric  of  Edinburgh  in  1033,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St 
Giles  to  be  the  cathedral  of  the  diocese,  led  to  its  temporary  restoration  internally  to  some- 
thing like  its  ancient  appearance.  But  ere  the  royal  commands  could  be  carried  into 
effect  for  the  demolition  of  all  its  galleries  and  subdivisions,  and  its  adaptation  as  the 
cathedral  church  of  the  new  bishop,  the  entire  system  of  Church  polity  for  which  these 
changes  were  designed  had  come  to  a  violent  end,  involving  many  more  important  things 
in  its  downfall.  "  In  this  Isle,"  says  Kincaid,  "  lire  sundry  inscriptions  in  Saxon  charac- 
ters, cut  on  the  pavement,  of  very  coarse  sculpture."  Similar  ancient  monuments  covered 
the  floor  in  other  parts  of  the  church,  but  every  vestige  of  them  has  been  swept  away  in 
the  improvements  of  1829.  A  large  portion  of  one,  boldly  cut  and  with  the  date  1508,  was 
preserved  in  the  nursery  of  the  late  firm  of  Messrs  Eagle  &  Henderson.  The  inscription  ran 
round  the  edge  of  the  stone  in  Gothic  characters,  and  contained  the  name  and  date  thus : — 

Jatobi  .  lame  .  qu{  .  ob(ft  .  ano  .  Dm  .  tn <>.))<■  .  octafio. 

A  shield  in  the  centre  bore  a  lamb,  well  executed,  lying  with  its  feet  drawn  together. 
Other  two  of  tiiese  monunicntnl  stones,  now  completely  defaced,  form  the  paving  in  front 
of  the  Fountain  Well ! 

'  Iiunl  R»tliea'  Relntion,  Append,  p.  168. 

*  ■*  In  the  year  1636,  the  Tuwn  Counoil  ordered  one  u(  the  BailiSa  and  one  of  the  Clerlu  of  Edinburgh  to  deeire 
Jauiu  Hanna,  tbo  Dean  of  St  Oilea'e  Church,  to  repair  tu  Durham,  tu  take  a  Draught  of  the  Ohuir  of  the  Cathedral 
Churtih  in  that  city,  in  ordur  t.i  lit  up  and  beautify  the  inside  of  St  Oilee'e  Church  after  thu  eame  manner."— Maitland, 
p.  281.  •  A  Dreefe  and  True  Kelatiune  of  the  Broyle,  &c.,  1637. 
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The  otmngct  ofTuittcil  on  iho  north  trnniiopt,  though  cqimlly  radicnl  with  any  wo  hnvn 
deicribod  on  othor  part*  of  tlio  cliuroh,  wore  nooompanicd  with  loniv  bunofieiul  vficoti,  oal- 
oulated  to  atonu  in  a  Hli^ht  dcgrco  for  tho  deiitruotion  of  its  nnoiont  fuaturoit.  Thi«  tianHttpt 
remaint>d  in  iti  original  Mtato,  extending  no  further  than  tho  outer  whU  of  tho  nortli  aiiilu 
of  tho  choir.  Beyond  tiiiii,  nnd  within  tho  lino  of  tho  centre  ai«lo  of  tliu  traniept,  wa*  the 
belfry  turret,  with  its  ouriouK  nnd  pioturettquo  Htone  roof,  whioh  in  accurately  repreNonted 
in  tho  view  from  thu  north-west.  Thin  turret  wiw  entirely  removed  and  built  anew,  with 
a  crookcted  spire  in  lieu  of  Mio  moro  unique  though  rude  form  of  the  old  roof,  in  ii 
position  to  the  went  of  the  transept,  so  as  so  admit  of  tho  latter  being  extended  ns  far  north 
as  the  outer  wall  of  tho  old  building.  This  was  accomplii*hed  by  tho  demolition  of  an  nisle 
which  had  bcon  added  to  the  old  transept,  nppnrontly  about  the  end  of  tho  flftoonlh  cen- 
tury, and  which,  though  equally  richly  flniHhed  wilh  groined  roof  and  scdpturrd  bosses 
and  corbels,  wns  used  till  very  shortly  before  its  demolition  as  tho  offices  of  the  town-clerk. 
The  appropriation,  indeed,  of  the  centre  of  tho  ancient  Collegiate  Church,  was  perhaps  au 
act  of  n>t  disgraceful  and  systematic  desecration  as  over  was  perpetratetl  by  an  irreverent 
age.  The  space  within  tho  great  pillars  of  tho  centre  tower  was  wnllcd  off  anil  converted 
into  a  strongliold  for  the  incarceration  of  petty  ofi'enders,  and  the  whole  police  establish- 
ment found  accommodation  within  the  north  transept  and  the  adjoining  chapels.  The 
reverent  spirit  of  earlier  times,  which  led  to  the  adornment  of  every  lint«'l  and  fa<;ado  with 
its  appropriate  legend  or  Sciipture  text,  hid  long  disappeared  ere  this  act  of  jncrilcge  was 
so  deliberately  accomplished,  otherwise  n  peculiarly  suitabio  motto  might  have  been  found 
for  St  Giles's  north  doorway  in  tho  text :  "  Mi/  house  shall  be  called  the  ho'ise  of  prayer, 
but  ye  hate  made  it  a  den  ofthieeea  !  " 

In  the  subdivision  of  the  ancient  church  for  Protoataut  worship,  the  iiiuiith  aisle  of 
the  nave,  with  three  of  the  five  cbajKils  built  in  1389,  were  converted  into  what  was  called 
the  Tolbooth  Kirk.  Frequent  alluiuouB,  however,  by  early  writers,  in  addition  to  the 
positive  evidence  occasionally  furnislied  by  tho  records  of  the  courts,  tend  to  show  that 
both  before  the  erection  of  the  new  Tolbooth,  and  after  it  wu«  fo\ind  iiiadcqimte  for  tho 
purposes  of  a  legislative  hull  nnd  court  house,  the  entire  nnve  of  St  Giles's  Church  was 
used  for  the  sittings  of  both  assemblici*,  and  is  frequently  to  be  understood  as  the  place 
referred  to  under  the  name  of  the  Tolbooth.  In  the  trial,  for  example,  of  "  Mr  Adame 
Colquhoune,  convicted  of  ort  and  part  of  the  ircu^oiiuble  slaughter  and  murder  of  uinq'" 
Robert  Ilankin,"  the  sederunt  of  the  court  is  dated  March  Ifl,  l.')fll~2,  "  In  Insula,  vocut. 
Halie-bludo  lill,  loco  pretorii  de  Ed'.,"'  and  nearly  n  ccnti.ry  later,  Nicoll,  the  old  dinrist, 
in  the  midst  of  some  very  grave  reflections  on  the  instabilitie  oj'  man,  end  the  miserei* 
of  kirk  and  Mail  in  his  time,  describes  tlu-  frequent  chanjfc^  made  on  ''the  Kirk  Crtllit 
the  Tolbuith  Kirk,  quhilk  wes  so  callit  becaus  it  wi's  liiitlie  the  pairt  nml  ]>lace  qulmir  tlie 
criminall  court  did  sitt,  and  quhair  the  gallons  and  tiie  nin/den  did  ly  of  old  ;  lykowyse, 
this  Kirk  nlterit  and  chayngit,  and  of  this  one  Kirk  thai  did  raok  two." '''  During  tho 
interval  between  the  downfall  of  Episcopacy  in  10.10,  ond  its  •■•osloration  in  1(1(51,  a  constant 
succession  of  changes  seem  to  have  been  made  on  the  iiitcinal  sultdivision  of  St;  Giles's 
Church,  though  without  in  any  way  permanently  affecting  the  original  features  of  the 
building. 

'  Pitoftirn'«  C!rim.Tri«l«,  Supplement,  p,  419,  »  NicoU'n  I)|»r;^,  p.  Ud, 
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Exturimlly,  the  recent  altcrationn,  though  Rrcatly  ityuring  the  Old  Church  in  lomo  p»rU, 
and  partiiulorljr  in  iti  iouth  front  toward*  the  Parliament  Cioie,  have  effected  decided 
improvemciita  on  othora.  Mony  of  the  buttreaioi  had  been  ii^urcd  or  entirely  removed  to 
make  way  for  the  booth*  erected  againit  itii  wall*,  and  moit  of  the  muliioni  and  tracery  of 
the  windowi  had  (liiia|)|)care«l,  and  been  rvplaccd  by  clumiiy  wooden  laNliet.  In  the  year 
Iflfll  the  we«tcrn  wall  waa  rebuilt  by  order  of  the  Town  Council.  It  ii  probable  that  thia 
part  of  the  building  waa  originally  characteriicd  by  the  UMUal  amount  of  ornament  laviahed 
on  the  wcit  fronti  of  cathedral*  and  collegiate  churches,  aa  canopied  niche*,  gurgoiU,  and 
other  fragment*  of  ornate  eccleiiaHtical  architecture  were  icattered  in  an  irregular  manner 
throughout  the  rude  maaonry.  When  it  wai  rebuilt,  however,  it  waa  no  doubt  hemmed  ia 
with  buildings  a*  it  remained  till  1800,  lo  that  there  was  little  inducement  to  erect  any- 
thing more  than  a  «ub*tantial  wall.  Here,  therefore,  the  architect  found  a  fair  field  for 
the  exercise  of  hi*  genius,  and  the  result  is  at  any  rate  an  improvement  on  what  preceded 
it.  Tlic  east  end  is  also  improve<l  externally  by  the  addition  of  buttrcHses,  though  at  the 
Bttcriflco  of  "  our  io'lie's  niclio  ;  "  and  the  now  work  preserves  an  exact  fac-similo  of  the 
tracery  of  the  great  east  window.  On  the  north  *ido  of  the  choir  the  monument  of  the 
Napier  family  forms  a  conspicuous  and  interesting  feature,  though  recent  investigations  by 
the  late  Professor  Wallace  are  gcncrully  received  as  a  confutation  of  the  tradition  that  it 
mark*  the  tomb  of  the  illustrious  Inventor  of  Logarithms.'  It  is  exceedingly  probable 
that  this  monument  indicates  the  site  uf  8t  Salvator'x  altar,  to  the  chaplain  of  which 
Archibald  Napier  of  Merchiston,  in  1404,  mortified  an  annual  rent  of  twenty  raerks  out  of 
u  tenement  near  the  College  Kirk  of  the  Holy  Trinity,' 

The  present  graceful  Crown  Tower  of  8t  Giles's,  which  form*  so  striking  a  footuro  not 
only  of  the  church  but  of  the  town,  date*  no  further  back  than  the  year  1048,  when  it  waa 
rebuilt  on  the  model  of  the  older  tower,  which  luul  then  fallen  into  decay.  Of  the  four 
bells,  which  seem  to  have  formed  the  whole  complement  of  the  belfry  in  early  times, 
one,  which  bore  the  name  of  St  Mary' a  Dell,  wns  taken  down  at  the  same  time  thot  Ht 
Giles's  arm  bono  was  caftt  forth  as  a  relic  of  superstition,  nud  "  with  the  brazen  pillars  in 

'  Arcliisulogia  Scutlok,  Tol.  iv,  p,  213  ;  where  evidencs  U  produoed,  derived  from  the  writingt  uf  Jamea  Hume  of 
Oodtcroft,  a  oi>iilem|Jiirary  of  Nitpier,  tu  >how  that  hu  wui  buried  in  8t  Cuthhert'i  Cliiirch.  The  queitiuii,  however,  atill 
wlinita  of  doubt.  Huine'i  wnrk,  a  Treatiae  on  Trigoiiumetry,  wna  publiahed  at  I'aria  in  1630,  He  remarka  of  the 
Inventor  of  LogarithniH  .  — "  \\  niourut  Tan  1010,  et  fut  enterrd  hora  la  Porte  Ocoidentale  d'liklinbuurg,  dana  I'Eglias 
du  Saiiiot  L'u(lb»rt.  lu  thia  atatement  the  wrong  year  ia  oaaigiied  for  bia  death,  and  other  paaaagea  ahow  that  the 
author  waa  ul  Umat  pcnunAFy  unacquainted  with  the  Boottiab  phlli>aopher.  The  atone  in  St  Oilea'a  Church  ia,  after  all, 
the  beat  evidence,  'lu..  inaoriptioQ  aimply  bean  : — ■  .  ■  .  P.  rAM  ,  Di  kipiroruu  imtiriuh  iiic  aiTUH  est.  Uut  it  la 
auriiiouuted  with  thi  artiia  and  creat  of  Merchiaton,  along  with  the  Wrychtiahouaia  ahield.  The  recent  biographer  of 
Napier  remarka  (Mema,  of  Nupier  of  Merchiaton,  by  Hark  Napier,  Eaq.,  p.  425),  "  The  atone  hoa  every  appearance  of 
being  much  older  than  the  time  of  the  philoaophpr."  Tu  ua,  however,  it  appeara  quite  in  the  atyle  of  that  periud,  the  . 
beat  evidence  of  which  ia  ita  cloae  reaemblance  to  that  of  the  rare  title-page  of  the  firat  e<litiou  of  the  Logarithma, 
publialie<l  at  Edinburgh  by  Andrew  Hart,  A.D.  1014,  a  fac-aimile  of  which  adurna  tliiit  intnreating  vulume  of  biugraphy. 
The  cluao  intimacy  between  the  Napiera  of  Merchiaton  and  Wrychtiahouaia  had  been  oeniented  liy  an  alliance  in  lfil3. 
Ita  cuutinuution  in  the  time  of  the  philniopher  ia  ahown  by  an  application  from  hia  neighbour  fur  a  aeat  or  dtuk  adjoin- 
ing hia  iu  the  Parish  Church  of  St  Cuthbert,  ao  that  their  poaaeaaion  of  a  common  phuie  of  aepulturo  at  the  period  of 
bia  death  ia  extremely  prubablo.  Add  to  thia,  the  unvarying  traditiuna  among  the  deacondanta  uf  Napier,  aa  we  are 
aaaured  by  hia  biugrupher,  all  pointing  to  the  Collegiate  Church  uf  St  Qilea  aa  the  hurial-placo  of  the  philoaupher,  where 
hia  anceatura  had  founded  a  chantry,  uioat  prubnhly  above  their  own  vault.  Further  evidence  may  yet  be  diacuvered 
uu  thia  aubject.  The  Into  Rev.  Principal  Lee  informed  ua,  that  he  poaaeaaed  an  abatract  of  documenta  proving  the  uae 
of  the  family  vault  iu  St  Oilea'a  Church  at  a  later  date  than  the  death  of  the  philoaupher,  which  adda  tu  the  improbability 
of  hia  being  buried  elaewhere. 

'  Inventar  of  Piuua  IJonatlona,  M.S.  Ad.  Lib. 
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tho  Church,  woro  ordorod  to  bo  ooaverUd  into  gruat  guna  for  th«  tuo  of  tho  Town,"  « 
roaulutioii  to  far  dvpnrted  fl-tim,  thiit  tlit'jr  wuro  void  tho  fullowiiig  year  for  two  hundrod 
and  twenty  pouiidii.'  Two  of  the  rcnwiniiiK  IwlU  wuru  rocn«t  nt  Oainpvoro  in  Zealand,  in 
KV.M  t '  and  thu  l«rKoi«t  of  thuio  having  uraokod,  it  wnn  again  rucnut  at  London  in  IN4(). 
In  IMA,  Ht  Oiloii'i  Church  obtained  «omu  iharo  of  it*  nuigliltouri'  tpoiln,  after  having 
been  *tripped  of  nil  itn  Niusrod  furniture  ity  tho  iuonooloNt*  of  tiie  lixteonth  century.  That 
year  tiie  Council  puruliaited  tlie  clock  lielonging  to  the  Abbey  Church  of  LindoruN  in  Fife, 
anil  put  it  up  in  Ht  (iilei'a  steeple,*  previoui  to  which  tinio  the  citiiunit  probably  regulated 
time  chiclly  by  the  belU  for  uiatiui  uud  veupcm,  and  tho  other  daily  lervice*  of  tho  llonian 
Catholic  Church. 

8ucli  in  an  attempt  to  trace,  Nomewliat  minutely,  tho  gradual  progrcHN  of  Ht  Oilei'a, 
friim  the  Nmall  I'urii4li  ('luinh  uf  a  rude  hamlet,  to  the  wealthy  (.'ollegiata  Church, with  ita 
forty  altnr!«,  and  a  Ntill  greater  number  of  ehuplainit  and  otllciating  priootR  t  and  from 
tlicnce  to  itH  erection  into  a  oatliedriil,  with  the  many  vici^Nitudot  it  Iiok  ninco  undergone, 
until  iti  ontiro  remodelling  in  IH^I).  Tlie  general  paucity  of  lucurdH  enabling  uit  to  tix  tho 
era  of  the  later  Mtagen  of  Uotliie  architecture  in  i^colland  coufem  on  Huuh  inquiries  lomo 
value,  ai  they  suiHce  to  show  that,  our  northern  architeuts  adhered  to  tho  early  Qothio 
niodeU  longer  than  thoio  of  Knglan<I,  and  executed  wurkfi  of  great  beauty  and  mechanical 
•kill  down  to  tho  reign  of  Juniea  V.,  when  political  and  religious  di«Hon«ions  abruptly 
clooed  the  hintory  of  ecclesiastical  architecturo  in  the  kingdom.  No  record  preserves  to  us 
the  name«  of  thooe  who  designed  tho  ancient  Parish  Church  of  Ht  Oilos,  or  tho  elaborate 
ndditidus  that  gradually  extended  it  to  its  later  intricate  series  of  aisles,  adorned  with 
every  variety  of  detail.  It  will  ])crhaps  bo  as  well,  on  tho  whole,  that  the  namo  of 
the  modern  architect  who  undertook  the  revision  of  their  work  should  sharo  tho  samo 
oblivion. 

Very  different,  b((th  in  its  history  ond  architecturol  features,  fVoni  the  venerable  though 
greatly  modernised  Church  of  Ht  Giles,  is  the  beautiful  edifice  which  stood  at  tho  foot  of 
Leith  Wynd,  retaining  externally  much  tho  same  appcaranco  as  it  assumed  nearly  400 
yours  ago,  at  tho  behest  of  tho  widowed  Queen  of  James  II.,  whoso  ashes  repose  beneath 
its  floor.  The  Collegiate  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  was  foundeil  in  1402,  by  tho  Queen 
Dowager,  Mary  of  Guelders,  for  a  provost,  eight  prebends,  and  two  singing  boys;  in 
addition  to  which  there  was  attached  to  the  foundation  an  hospital  for  thirteen  poor  bcdc- 
men,  clad,  like  tho  modern  pcnNioncrs  of  royalty,  in  blue  gowns,  who  were  bound  to  pray 
for  the  soul  of  the  royal  foundress.  In  the  new  statutes,  it  is  ordered  that  "  tho  saidia 
Beidmen  sail  prepair  and  mak  ilk  ano  of  yumo  on  yair  awiu  cxpeusia,  ano  Blow-gown,  con- 
form to  the  first  Foundation."  The  Queen  Downger  died  on  tho  10th  November  1403, 
anil  wus  buried  "  in  tlie  Queen's  College  bcsyde  Edinburgh,  quhilk  she  herself  foundit, 
biggit,  and  dotit."*  No  monument  remains  to  mark  the  iiluce  where  tho  foundress  is  laid; 
but  her  tomb  is  generally  understood  to  be  in  tho  vestry,  on  the  north  side  of  tho  church. 
The  death  of  tho  Queen  so  soon  after  tho  date  of  the  charter  of  foundation,  probably 
prevented  the  completion  of  the  church  according  to  the  original  design.  As  it  now  stands 
it  consists  of  the  choir  and  transepts,  with  the  central  tower  partially  built,  and  evidently 

'  Hiutliuiii,  p.  273.      Mbid,  p.02.      >  Rurgh  Rrgiitcr,  val.Tii.i>.  177.     Miitlaod,  p.  273.      *  Loley's  Uiat.  p.  36. 
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bMtily  cninpleted  with  crow-itcpixd  gnblci  and  a  ulaDtiug  roof.  The  church  U  «  bc»uti(\il 
■|)«cln>eti  of  the  doooratuil  Knglinh  Ntylu  of  nrchi- 
tooturo.  Thu  cait  end  of  tho  rhnir  more  oupvciHlly 
hu  a  vory  •tatcly  mid  iin|iimitit(  ollVct.  It  i« 
an  Apiiiii,  with  a  lofty  window  in  focii  uf  it*  thrpu 
lidpH,  uriKitutlly  tilled  with  flno  Irarcry,  and  not 
iniitrobably  with  puintvd  v^m*,  tlioii{(h  thu  only  evidence  of  either  that  now  remain*  U  tho 
broken  ond*  of  iiiullionn  and  trnniioniM.  Tlio  ornnmrntnl  dotaiU  with  which  thu  church 
abouudH  ixliilil  ijrntt  variety  of  deniKn,  though  many  of  thowo  on  tho  exterior  are  greatly 
li\juri'd  by  time.  Vnriou*  arnioriiil  iM-aringn  adorn  ditfercnt  partH  of  tho  building,  and 
particularly  tho  cwi  end  of  thu  choir.  One  of  tho  latter  ha*  nngelit  for  Hupporterit,  but 
otIicrwiHO  they  oro  nioittly  too  much  decnj',!  to  hi  decipherable.  One  honildio  device, 
which,  from  it*  ithcltercd  poiition  or.  th"  Kido  of  a  luttreHU  nt  tho  wett  angle  of  the  mmlli 
trauMvpt,  hiu  CHcaped  tho  genera)  .'.Lcay,  i*  deicribel  both  by  Maitland  and  Arnot  on  tho 
ormit  of  tho  foundrea*.  It  prov  ;*,  however,  to  bu  the  urniH  of  her  brolher-in-law,  Alexander 
Duko  of  Albany,  who  at  the  time  of  her  decoaxc  wn*  rcMiding  at  tho  court  of  the  Duku 
of  Oucldcri.  From  tho  roya'  MupporterN  Htill  traceable,  attached  to  n  coat  of  arnm  Hculp- 
turcd  on  tho  north-cutt  buttreitH  of  tho  voHtry,  the  ormx  of  tho  foundreNM  would  appear  to 
bavo  been  placcti  on  that  (art  of  tho  church  whcro  hIio  lien  buried.  In  tho  foundation 
charter  it  iit  Kpccially  appt'inted,  that  "whenever  any  of  tho  Raid  I'rebendarieit  iihall  read 
HaM«,  ho  gliall,  after  thojime,  in  IiIm  Racredotal  habilinientii,  repair  to  tho  tomb  of  tho 
fonndroHH  with  u  Bprinkler,  i  nd  there  devoutly  rend  over  tho  l>e  I'rofumlis,  together  with 
tho  I'idelium,  and  an  oxiiorta  ion  to  excite  tho  people  to  dovotion."  Many  of  tho  detailH 
of  tho  church  arc  ttingiUarly  giotesquo.  The  monkey  Im  repeated  in  all  variety  of  poHitlouH 
in  iho  gurgoilH,  and  i«  occaMioi  ally  introduced  in  thu  interior  among  other  iigureH  that 
Hccm  equally  inappropriate  aH  tho  dccoratioun  of  an  ccclegiaHtical  edifice,  though  of  common 
occurrence  in  thu  works  of  tlm  fift>  entli  and  sixteenth  centurion.  Tho  varied  corbclH  exhibit 
hero  and  there  an  angel,  or  other  device  of  beautiful  form ;  but  nioro  frequently  they 
cougiHt  of  Buch  crouching  mouHtcra,  labouring  under  tho  burden  they  have  to  bear  up,  an 
gtfcm  to  realiso  DnntoV  Purgatory  of  Pride,  where  tho  unpurgod  rouIb  dree  their  doom  of 
pouauce  underneath  a  cruHhing  load  of  Htonc : — 

Ai,  lo  mi|i|ii>rt  inoiiiiilicnt  floor  nr  roof, 
Furccirb«l,  ii  ft  flgiiro  Kiiuotiinei  men, 
TImt  criiin|ili'i  ii|>  ita  kiicua  iiuto  iU  breut ) 
With  tho  tviKiinl  iHiaturc,  ■tirring  ruth  untoignml 
In  the  IwhuUlitr'a  fancy,  ■ 

The  ccntro  aisle  is  lofty,  and  the  groining  exceedingly  rich,  abounding  in  the  utmost 
voriety  of  detail.  A  very  flno  doorway,  underneath  a  beautiful  porch  with  groined  roof, 
gives  ncccMS  to  the  south  aisle  of  the  choir,  and  a  small  but  finely  proportioned  door- 
woy  may  be  traced  underneath  the  great  window  of  tho  north  transept,  though  now 
built  up.  Tlie  admirable  proportions  ond  rich  voriety  of  details  of  this  church,  as  well 
OS  its  perfect  state  externally,  untouched,  pave  by  tho  hand  of  time — if  we  except  tho 
tracery  of  itu  windows — reuder  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  objects  of  study  to  the 


Cftry'i  Dftntt,    Turgfttory .    Canto  x. 
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loTtr  iif  Gothli*  archilpcture  that  now  renmlti*  in  tlm  cniiital.  ('nlmppily.  howvvor, 
tho  march  of  iniprnviinient  tlirpalitrin  it*  (ieniolitiun.  ll  Iim  already  Uivn  ni*ric«il  fur 
•  prey  by  the  euifiufer*  uf  tho  North  Uritiiih  lUilwny,  for  thit  |iur|M>«H  uf  cnlurxitiK 
their  terniiniiii  oiid  unlci*  tho  t*xi>rtir>iiii  of  thu  lovcri*  uf  antiiiiiity  lucccol  in  ntcrtiii); 
it*  destruction,  tho  chioni  hu*  itlrcnily  liocn  pronounced  of  thi*  vcnerithlu  funo  tvhich 
cover*  tho  rcninin*  of  Mary  of  (hiddur*,  tho  (juecn  of  Jiinio*  II.'  Tho  vettry  Btiord*, 
oxtcrnaily,  •  flno  ipccinicn  of  tho  old  H<-otti«h  ni(>th»<l  of  **  thoikinfr  with  *tone,"  with 
which  the  whole  church,  vxccpt  tho  central  tower,  wn«  ro<ifcd  till  bImuI  the  year  INI 4,  when 
it  WM  replaced  with  ■late*.  Tho  vuMtry  nl*o  exhibit*  a  raro  •|)ecin>(Mi  of  an  ancient 
'^  thic  chimney,  an  oliject  of  «oiiim  intereiit  to  tliu  architect,  fl^vm  tho  few  *perimcn*  of 
luimottio  architecture  in  that  *tylo  which  have  eicaped  tho  general  de*tructiuu  of  the 
religiou*  hou*ci  in  Hcotliind. 

Tho  colleKiato  building*,  erected  acconling  to  tho  plan  of  tho  foundre**,  were  built 
immcdiotcly  aiyoining  tho  church  on  the  *outh  lido,  wiiik-  tho  ho«pital  for  the  bcde- 
men  atood  on  tho  oppoiite  aide  of  Leith  Wynd.  In  IA(I7  tho  church,  with  the  whole 
collegiate  building*,  were  prenenfed  by  the  Uegcnt  Murray  to  Sir  Himon  Preston, 
I'rovont  of  Kdinburgh,  by  whom  they  wore  be*towc(l  on  tho  town.  New  itatatea  wcro 
immediately  drawn  up  for  regulating  '*  the  bcidmcn  ond  ho*pitulori*  now  prcient 
and  to  cum;"'  and  the  hoipital  building*  being  found  in  a  ruinoii*  condition,  part 
of  the  collegiate  building*  wero  fitted  up  and  converted  into  the  now  hoii[iital,  which 
thenceforth  boro  the  namo  of  Trinity  lluxpital.  Thi*  venerable  uditicu  wat  awept 
awuy  in  1846  in  clearing  the  tiite  for  tho  railway  itatiuu,  and  it*  demolition  brought 
to  light  many  curioui  evidence*  of  it*  earlier  atate.  A  beautiful  largo  Uothin  tire- 
place,  with  clustered  column*  and  a  low-pointed  arch,  wa*  diiclo*ed  in  tho  north  gable, 
while  mony  rich  fragment*  of  (Jothic  ornament  wero  found  built  into  the  wall* — the 
remain*,  no  doubt,  of  the  original  ho*pital  building*  u*cd  in  tho  enlargement  and  repair 
of  the  college.  In  the  bird's-eye  view  in  Uordon'a  map,  an  elegant  Oothio  lantern 
appears  on  tho  roof  obove  tho  great  hall,  but  thi*  hod  diKapponrcd  long  l>eforo  tho  demoli- 
tion of  tlio  building.  In  enlarging  the  drain  from  tho  arcu  of  tho  North  Loch,  in  I8:j2, 
an  ancient  causeway  was  diHcovcred  fully  four  feet  below  tho  present  level  of  tho  church 
floor,  and  extending  a  con*iderol)le  wny  up  the  North  Hock  of  the  Cnnongnte.  Its  great 
antiquity  wom  proved  on  the  recent  demolition  of  the  hoxpital  liuilding*,  by  the  discovery 
that  their  foundations  rested  on  part  of  tho  same  ancient  causeway  thu*  buried  beneath 
the  slow  accumulation*  of  centuries,  and  which  was  not  inii)robnlily  a  relic  of  the  Uomnn 
invasion.  One  of  the  grotesque  gurgoils  of  the  Trinity  Hospital  is  now  preserved  in  the 
Antiquarian  Museum. 

In  the  view  of  Trinity  College  Church,  drawn  by  Paul  Hundliy  for  Miiitlund's  History 
of  Edinburgh,  a  building  i*  shown  attaciicd  to  the  west  end  of  it,  which  appears  to  have 
been  a  separate  hospital  maintained  by  the  town,  after  thu  Mngistriitcs  liiul  obtained  the 
exclusive  control  of  the  Queen's  charitable  foundation.  In  the  will  of  Kathnriuu  Norwell, 
for  example,  the  widow  of  the  celebrated  printer  Thomas  Ihissendyno,  dated  8th  August 

>  At  anticiiwtsil,  Trinity  CnlleKa  Church  witn  takan  ilown  iiii  tlia  cnnntriictiim  n(  tli«  Knrth  Britinh  Itjiilway  in  184il. 
Tho  tlunn  having  been  nlinoat  entirely  |ireaiirveU,  *n<l  a  tiU  ubuined  uii  a  ii|>iit  nearly  rip|«iaite  to  where  it  iirigiiially 
■tuod,  it  ia  now  (1872)  being  rebuilt.  '  Maitltml,  i>i>.  -JU,  480. 
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1503,  the  iMTtt  "  to  ewerie  Mie  of  the  pore  folkb  in  the  Hoipittll  of  the  Trinitie  College, 
■nd  of  the  Toun  College  of  the  weit  end  of  the  College  Kirk,  iy  §.  iiy  d."> 

One  other  collegiate  church  wu  enoloMd  within  the  walli  of  the  ancient  capital,  known 
M  that  of  St  Mary  in-the-Fielda,  or,  more  commonly,  the  Kirk<of-Field.  We  hare 
already  referred  to  it  aa  the  eoene  of  one  of  the  moat  extraordinary  deede  of  violence  that 
the  hiitory  of  any  age  or  country  reoorda— the  murder  of  Damley,  the  huiband  of  Queen 
Mary,  perpetrated  by  Bothwell  and  his  aooomplicei  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Febmary 
1567,  when  the  Provoit'i  houae,  in  which  he  lodged,  wai  blown  into  the  air  with  gun- 
powder, involTing  both  Damley  and  hu  lenrant  in  the  mine.*  When  young  Roland 
Omme,  the  hero  of  the  Abbot,  draws  near  for  the  flrit  time  to  the  Bcottiih  capital,  under 
the  guidance  of  the  bluff  fklooner,  Adam  Woodcock,  he  ii  represented  exolaimbg  on  a 
sudden — "  Blessed  Lady,  what  goodly  house  is  that  which  is  lying  all  in  ruins  so  close  to 
the  city  ?  Have  they  been  playing  at  the  Abbot  of  Unreason  here,  and  ended  the  gambol 
by  burning  the  church  ?  "  The  ruins  that  excited  young  Orame's  astonishment  were  none 
other  than  those  of  the  Kirk-of-Field,  which  stood  on  the  sight  of  the  present  University 
buildings.  It  appears  in  the  view  of  1644,  as  a  large  cross  church,  with  a  lofty  central 
tower  t  and  the  general  accuracy  of  this  representation  is  in  some  degree  confirmed  by  the 
correspondence  of  the  tower  to  another  view  of  it  taken  immediately  after  the  murder  of 
Damley,  when  the  church  was  in  rains.  The  latter  drawing,  which  has  evidently  been  made 
in  order  to  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  scene  of  the  murder  to  the  English  Court,  is  pre- 
served in  the  State  Paper  Office,  and  a  fac-simile  of  it  is  given  in  Chalmers'  Life  of  Queen 
Mary.  The  history  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St  Mary  in-the-Fields  presents  scarcely 
any  other  feature  of  interest  than  that  which  attaches  to  it  as  the  scene  of  so  strange  and 
memorable  a  tragedy.  Its  age  and  its  founder  are  alike  unknown.  It  was  governed  by  a 
provost,  who,  with  eight  prebendaries  and  two  choristers,  composed  the  college,  with  the 
addition  of  an  hospital  for  poor  bedemen ;  and  it  is  probable  that  its  foundation  dated  no 
earlier  than  the  fifteenth  century,  as  all  the  augmentations  of  it  which  are  mentioned  in 
the  "  Inventar  of  Pious  Donations,"  belong  to  the  sixteenth  century.  Bishop  Lesley 
records,  in  1558,  that  "  the  Erie  of  Argyle  and  all  his  cumpnnie  entered  in  the  tonne  of 
Edinburgh  without  anye  resistance,  quhair  thay  war  weill  receaved ;  and  suddantlie  the 
Black  and  Qray  Freris  places  war  spulyeit  and  cassin  doune,  the  haill  growing  treis  plucked 
up  be  the  ruittis ;  the  Trinitie  College  and  all  the  prebindaris  houses  thairof  lykewise 
oossin  doun ;  the  altaris  and  images  within  Sanct  Gelis  Kirke  and  the  Kirk-of-Field 
destroyed  and  brint"*  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St 
Mary-in-the-Field  was  already  shom  of  its  costliest  spoils  before  the  Beformers  of  the 
Congregation  visited  it  in  1558.  In  the  "  Inventory  of  the  Townis  purchase  from  the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  in  1013,"  with  a  view  to  the  founding  of  the  college,  we  have 
found  an  abatroct  of  "  a  feu  charter  granted  by  Mr  Alexander  Forrest,  provost  of  the 
Collegiate  Church  of  the  blessed  Mary  in-the-Fields  near  Edin'',  and  by  the  prebends  of 
the  said  church,"  bearing  date  1554,  wherein,  among  other  reasons  specified,  it  is 
stated  :  "  considering  that  ther  houses,  especialy  ther  hospital  annexed  and  incorporated 
with  ther  college,  were  burnt  doun  and  destroyed  by  their  anld  enemies  of  England,  so 
that  nothing  of  their  said  hospital  was  left,  but  they  are  altogether  waste  and  entirely 
I  Buuutyne  UiM.,  toI.  a  p.  231.  '  Auto,  p.  78.  *  Lmley,  p.  ilS. 
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dMtro7«d  I  whanthrongh  the  dirine  wonhip  to  not  »  little  deoreeoed  in  the  college, 
beosuM  they  were  unable  to  rebnlld  the  idd  hoepitnl  i  .  .  Therefore  thej  gnre, 
gmnted,  let  in  fen  Aurme,  and  oonflnned  to  %  megnifloent  and  Ulnetrione  Prince,  Junes 
Dnke  of  Chattelmnlt,  Earl  of  Arran,  Lord  Hamilton,  Ac,  all  and  hail  their  tenement  or 
hospital,  with  the  jards  and  pertinents  thereof;  Ijing  within  the  bnrgh  of  Edinburgh  in 
the  street  or  wjmd  called  Bchool-House  W]md,  on  the  east  part  thereof."  The  Duke  of 
Chatelheranlt  appears,  from  fVequent  allusions  bj  contemporary  annals,  to  have  built  a 
mansion  for  his  own  use  on  the  site  of  the  Hospital  of  8t  Mary's  Collegiate  Ohurch, 
which  afterwards  serred  as  the  first  hall  of  the  new  college.  The  Town  Oounoil  proceeded 
leisurely,  yet  with  hearty  seal,  in  the  gradual  extension  of  the  college  t  and  fluent 
notices  in  the  Council  Beoords  prove  the  progress  of  the  buildings.  On  the  20th  June 
lOM,  the  following  entry  occurs  : — "  For  the  better  carieing  on  of  the  buildinges  in  the 
coUedge,  there  is  a  necessetie  to  break  down  and  demolishe  the  hons  neirest  to  the  Patter> 
raw  Port,  qnioh  now  the  Co¥H  d»  Ouaird  poisesseth ;  thairfoir  ordaines  the  thesaurer, 
with  John  Milne,  to  visits  the  place,  and  to  doe  therein  what  they  find  expedient, 
as  Weill  for  demolishing  the  said  hous,  as  for  provyding  the  Court  du  Quaird  uterwayis." 
Private  citisens  largely  promoted  the  same  laudable  object,  not  only  by  pecuniary  contribu- 
tions, but  by  building  halls  and  suits  of  chambers  at  their  own  cost.  No  regular  plan,  how- 
ever, was  adopted,  and  the  old  college  buildings  at  the  time  of  their  demolition  presented 
a  rude  assemblage  of  edifices  of  various  dates  and  very  little  pretension  to  ornament 

Beyond  the  walls  of  the  capital  the  ancient  Parish  Church  of  Restalrig  was  erected  by 
James  IIL  into  a  Collegiate  Church  for  a  dean  and  canons ;  and  the  college  was  sub- 
sequently enlarged  both  by  James  IV.  and  V.,  as  well  as  by  numerous  contributions 
f^m  private  individuals.  It  must  have  been  a  large  church,  with  probably  collegiate 
buildings  of  considerable  extent  attached  to  it,  if  we  may  judge  ttom  the  uses  to 
which  its  materials  were  applied.'  The  village  also  appears  to  have  been  a  place 
of  much  greater  size  and  importance  than  we  can  form  any  conception  of  from  its 
present  remains.  It  was  no  doubt  in  early  times  the  chief  town  of  the  barony,  and  a 
much  more  extensive  one  than  the  Port  of  Leith.  During  the  siege  of  the  latter  in 
1550-60,  Bishop  Lesley  informs  us  that  "the  Lord  Gray,  lieutennent  of  the  Inglis 
army,  ludged  in  Lestalrig  toun,  in  the  Deanis  hous,  and  mony  of  all  thair  hors  and 
demi-lanoes."  *  The  choir,  which  is  the  only  part  that  has  e8ci^)ed  demolition,  is  a 
comparatively  small,  though  very  neat  specimen  of  decorated  English  Gothic.  It 
remained  in  a  ruinous  state  until  a  few  years  since,  when  it  was  restored  and  fitted 
up  with  some  degree  of  taste  as  a  Chapel  of  Ease  for  the  neighbouring  district.  A 
chnrch  is  believed  to  have  existed  here  at  a  very  early  period,  as  it  was  celebrated  for  the 
tomb  of  Saint  Tridoana,  a  noble  virgin  who  is  said  to  have  come  from  Achaia  in  the 
fourth  century,  in  company  with  St  Bnle,  and  to  have  died  at  Bestalrig,  Her  tomb  was 
the  resort  of  numerous  pilgrims,  and  the  scene  as  was  believed  of  mauy  aiiracles.'    By  a 

>  Ante,  p.  88.  '  LmI*;,  p.  384. 

*  The  minudei  ueribed  to  Bt  Triduus  were  obiefly  wrought  on  diaeeeed  ejea ;  and  she  ta  leeonUngly  frequently 
peinlad  airying  her  ejrai  on  a  Miter  or  on  the  point  of  ■  (word,  Lindiay  iprnki  of  pQgrinu  going  "  to  Bt  Tredwell 
to  mend  their  ene ; "  end  igein  in  hie  curioiu  inventory  of  uinte  in  The  it»iunki» : — 

Sanot  Tredwell,  ale,  there  may  be  iene, 
Quhilk  on  ana  prick  hee  baith  her  ene. 
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ohuUr  of  Jamaa  IV.,  dated  a  few  monthi  before  the  Battle  o(  Flodden,  the  Abbote  of 
Holjrrood  and  NewbotUe  are  empowered  to  ereot  into  a  new  prebendary  the  ohapelrj  of 
Bt  Tridnan'i  able,  fonnded  in  the  Collegiate  Ohnroh  of  Beitalrig  hj  James  Biihop  of  Boca, 
The  exiitenoe  both  of  the  ohuroh  and  parish  at  the  death  of  Alexander  IIL  is  proved 
by  Tarioos  charters.  In  1201,  Adam  of  Bt  Edmunds,  parson  of  Lestalrio,  obtained  a 
writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  Edinborgh  to  put  him  in  possession  of  his  lands  and  rights ;  and  the 
same  ecclesiastic  swore  fealty  to  Edward  in  1200.'  The  portion  of  the  choir  now  remaining 
cannot  date  earlier  than  the  fourteenth  century,  and  is  much  plainer  than  might  be  expected 
in  a  church  enriched  by  the  contributions  of  three  successive  monarchs,  and  the  resort  of 
so  many  devout  pilgrims,  as  to  excite  the  special  indignation  of  one  of  the  earliest  usemblies 
of  the  Kirk  as  a  monument  of  idolatry.  An  ancient  crypt  or  mausoleum  of  an  octangular 
form  and  of  large  dimensions,  stands  on  the  south  side  of  the  church.  It  is  constructed 
internally  with  a  groined  roof  springing  flrom  a  single  pillar  in  the  centre ;  and  is  still 
more  beautiftilly  adorned  externally  with  some  venerable  yews  that  have  taken  root  in  the 
soil  accumulated  on  its  roof.  This  ancient  mausoleum  is  believed  to  have  been  erected  by 
Bir  Robert  Logan  of  Bestalrig,  knight,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,*  and 
has  evidently  been  constructed  on  the  model  of  St  Margaret's  Well,  which  still  stands  in 
its  neighbourhood.  It  afterwards  became  the  property  of  the  Lords  Balmerinoch,  and  on 
their  forfeiture  in  1746  it  passed  to  the  Earls  of  Bute,  whose  property  it  now  remains.  In 
the  year  1560  the  Assembly,  by  a  decree  dated  December  21,  "  finds  that  the  ministrie  of 
the  word  and  sacraments  of  God,  and  assemblie  of  the  peiple  of  the  whole  parochin  of 
Bestalrig,  be  within  the  Kirk  of  Leith ;  and  that  the  Kirk  of  Bestalrig,  as  a  monument  of 
idolatrie,  be  raysit  and  utterly  oastin  doun  and  destroyed ; "  *  and  eleven  years  thereafter 
we  find  its  materials  taken  to  build  a  new  port  at  the  Nether  Bow. 

Not  far  from  the  ancient  Collegiate  Church  of  Bestalrig,  on  the  old  road  to  Holyrood 
Abbey,  is  the  beautiful  Qothio  Well  dedicated  to  Bt  Margaret,  the  Patron  Baint  of  Scot- 
land. An  octagonal  building  rises  internally  to  the  height  of  about  four  and  a  half  feet, 
of  plain  ashlar  work,  with  a  stone  ledge  or  seat  running  round  seven  of  the  sides,  while  the 
eighth  is  occupied  by  a  pointed  arch  which  forms  the  entrance  to  the  well.  From  the 
centre  of  the  water  which  fills  the  whole  area  of  the  building,  pure  as  in  the  days  of  the 
pious  Queen,  a  decorated  pillar  rises  to  the  some  height  as  the  walls,  with  grotesque 
gurgoils,  horn  which  the  water  has  originally  been  mode  to  flow.  Above  this  springs  a 
beautiful  groined  roof,  presenting,  with  the  ribs  that  rise  from  corresponding  corbels  at 
each  of  the  eight  angles  of  the  building,  a  singularly  rich  effect  when  illuminated  by  the 
reflected  light  f^om  the  water  below.  A  few  years  since  this  curious  fountain  stood  by  the 
side  of  the  ancient  and  little  frequented  cross-road  leading  from  the  Abbey  Hill  to  the 
village  of  Bestalrig.  A  fine  old  elder  tree,  with  its  knotted  and  furrowed  branches,  spread 
a  luxuriant  covering  over  its  grass-grown  top,  and  a  rustic  little  thatched  cottage  stood  in 
fW>Dt  of  it,  forming  altogether  a  most  attractive  object  of  antiquarian  pilgrimage.  Unhappily, 
however,  the  Inexorable  march  of  modem  improvement  has  visited  the  spot  A  station  of 
the  North  British  Railway  now  occupies  the  site  of  the  old  elder  tree  and  the  rustic  cottage ; 


>  Ctladonlk,  vol  U.  p.  78B. 

•  ••Obltiudouini  Roberti  Logu*,  militia,  donatorli  fundi  pre«eptorta  StnoU  AntbonU  propa  Leith,  anna  Domini 
1139."— Obituary  ul  the  Preoaptorf  of  St  Anthony.  *  Tha  Booke  of  the  Uuirenall  Kirk,  p.  S. 
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ud  the  wall  hM  to  b«  loaght  for  within  Um  reoMiei  of  a  dark  and  ouightlj  drain, 
grodgingly  oonstmotod  b/  the  Railwajr  Dir«oton  after  an  interdict  had  arretted  them  in 
the  prooeea  of  demoliihing  the  ancient  Oothic  building,  and  itopping  the  fonntain,  whoee 
miraoutona  waten — once  the  reaort  of  nuniurous  pilgrimi— leem  to  And  a  few,  aren  in  oar 
own  dajr,  who  manifeat  the  lame  faith  in  thoir  healing  virtuea,' 

Moat  of  the  amaller  conventa  and  ohapeU  witliin  the  capital  have  already  been  treated 
of  along  with  the  other  (itaturea  of  their  ancient  localitiea.  One,  however,  atill  remaina  to 
be  noticed,  not  the  leaat  Talue  of  which  ii,  that  it  atill  eziata  entire,  and  with  aome  unnanally 
rare  relica  of  ita  original  deoorationa.  In  early  timea  there  eziited  in  the  Cowgate,  a  little 
to  the  eaat  of  the  old  mr  inaterjr  of  the  Oroy  Friara,  an  ancient  Maiton  Dieu,  aa  it  waa 
atyled,  which,  having  ikllen  into  decay,  waa  rofuundcd  in  the  reign  of  Jamea  V.,  chiefly  by 
the  contributiona  of  Michael  Macquhen,  a  wealthy  oitiaen  of  Edinburgh,  and  afterwarda  of 
hia  widow,  Janet  Rynd.  The  hoapital  and  cha|iel  were  dedicated  to  Bt  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  by  the  will  of  the  foundrota  were  left  in  trunt  to  the  Corporation  of  Hammermen,  by 
whom  the  latter  ia  now  uied  aa  a  hall  fur  thoir  own  meetinga.  The  foundation  waa  aub- 
aequently  augmented  by  two  aeveral  donntiona  f^om  Hugh  Lord  Somerville  in  1041 ;  and 
though  the  building  donbtleaa  ahared  in  the  general  ruin  that  awept  over  the  capital  in 
1044,  they  mutt  have  been  very  apeodily  repaired,  na  the  windowa  are  atill  adorned  with 
the  ancient  painted  glaaa,  containing  the  royal  arma  of  Scotland  encircled  with  a  wreath 
of  thiatlea,  and  thoae  of  the  Queen  Regent,  Mary  of  Ouiso,  within  a  labrel  wreath,  along 
with  the  ahielda  of  the  founder  and  foundreaa  alto  enoloiod  in  ornamental  bordera.  One 
other  fragment,  a  Saint  Bartholomew,  haa  atrangely  escaped  the  general  maaaacre  of  1650, 
that  involved  the  dettruction  of  all  the  other  apoatlea.  The  workmanthip  of  the  latter 
ia  decidedly  inferior  to  that  of  the  heraldic  emblazonry — ita  huea  have  evidently  faded : 
while  the  deep  ruby  and  bright  yellow  of  the  royal  arms  atill  exhibit  the  unrivalled 
brilliancy  of  the  old  glaaa-paiutcra'  work.  These  fragments  of  ancient  painted  gloss  possess 
a  peculiar  value,  as  scarcely  another  specimen  of  the  Art  in  Scotland  haa  escaped  the 
deatructive  fury  of  the  reforming  mobs.  Another  unusual,  though  not  equally  rare  feature, 
is  the  tomb  of  the  foundress,  which  remains  at  the  east  end  of  the  chapel,  with  the  inscrip- 
tion round  ita  border  in  ancient  Qotliic  characters : — 

Vtit  If W  anc  ttnaraWI  Momsn,  fmwt  llf na.  it 
Svtu<  tf  unituMI  Mittl  Makfuttn,  tuxK 
tf  tfk.  founttt  •(  t\t  ylacr,  ant  ttttt/n  ft 
an  Isf  «f  Vttim'.    K*.  tnt.    m*.  v.  tiif.* 

The  centre  of  the  stone  ia  occupied  with  the  arms  of  the  fuundero,  husband  and  wife,  im- 
paled on  one  ahield.     This  sculptured  slab  is  now  level  with  a  platform  which  occupies  the 

■  Lrctum  on  tha  AntlquittM  of  IMinburgh,  by  «  Member  ot  the  Holy  OuUd  of  St  JoMph.  Part  W.  p.  126, 
*  Tha  data  aaaignad  by  Pannacuiok  for  the  death  of  the  foundreu  ia  1SS3 ;  but  thia  aeema  to  be  a  robtake.  Bha  apaaka 
in  tha  charter  of  her  huaband  having  reaolved  on  thia  Chriatlan  work  when  "  greatly  troubled  with  a  heavy  diaaaae,  and 
opprttttd  wilh  agt,"  and  aa  hia  endowment  ia  dated  1E03,  thia  would  moke  hia  widow  aurvive  him  eiaotly  half  a  century. 
The  data  on  tha  tomb  ia  diillcult  to  deoipher,  being  much  worn,  but  it  appeara  to  bo  1507.  Tha  deed  rzecuted  by  her 
ia  aaid  to  be  dated  ao  late  aa  154S,  but  the  original  ia  loat,  and  only  a  partial  trauacript  exiata  among  the  reoorda  of  tha 
Corporation  of  Hammermen.  If  aucb  be  the  correct  date,  it  ia  atronge  that  no  notioe  ahould  be  taken  of  the  burning  of 
tha  town  by  the  Engllah  the  previoua  year,  although  the  deed  refera  to  property  lying  in  the  High  Street,  and  in  variuua 
oloaaa  and  wynda,  which  muat  then  hare  been  in  ruina,  or  juat  riaing  from  their  oahaa.  The  deed  of  1545  ia  poaaibly  an 
abatraot  of  previoua  onea,  inoluding  thoat  of  Lord  Somerville,  ai  it  apeoifiea  hia  barony  of  Carawath  MUn,  witliout 
naming  him. 
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Mat  tnd  of  th*  ohapal  fbr  Um  MoomnKxktion  of  tha  oflklali  of  tho  Oorponitloii  of  Hun- 
BMm«D  dnrlDg  tbair  SMtingti  but  it  ii  probabU  from  iU  tlafation  th>t  it  ii  an  altar  tonb, 
tha  iidaa  of  which  majr  alio  ba  daooratad  with  Miulptore,  thoagh  lo  long  hiddan  \>y  tha 
Corporation  Dai$.  Tha  daU  of  tha  fbandation  of  tha  hoapital  ia  1A08,  but  tha  chartar  bjr 
which  ita  aogmantation  and  permanant  Mtablithmant  waa  aacnrad  by  the  widow  of  ita  fuundar 
ia  aaid  to  be  dated  to  late  aa  1045— tha  year  iucceedinf  the  total  dmtruotion  of  the  whole 
town.  It  ia  at  anjr  rate  a  docnment  of  that  age,  and  ia  not  only  cnriona  aa  one  of  the  lateat 
deeda  axecnted  for  laoh  a  pnrpoae,  bat  ia  oharaoteriaed  hj  a  degree  of  nalrete  aa  rare  in  legal 
doonmenta  of  tha  aixtaenth  oentnrjr  aa  n^w.  It  mna  thua  t— *'  To  all  and  sandrjr,  to  whoia 
knowledge  thir  preaenta  aall  coma,  and  be  eeen,  I  Jonet  Rjrne,  relict,  eiecotrix,  and  only 
intromliaatrix,  with  the  gnda  and  gear  of  umquhil  Michael  Maoqnhan,  burgee  of  Edinburgh, 
wiahing  peaoa  in  our  Lord,  makea  known  by  thir  preaenta,  That  when  the  aaid  Michael 
waa  greatly  troubled  with  an  heary  diaeaae,  and  oppreiied  with  age,  ait  mindftal  of  eternal 
lift,  he  eeteamed  it  ana  ^ud  way  to  obtain  eternal  life  to  erect  tome  chriatian  work,  for  ever 
to  remain  and  endure  1  He  left  leTen  hundred  pound,  to  be  employed  for  the  aupplement  of 
the  edifice  of  the  Magdalen  ohapell,  and  to  the  other  edifloei,  for  foundation  of  the  chapel 
nnd  auatentation  of  aaven  poor  men,  who  ahoold  continually  there  put  forth  their  prayera 
to  Ood  Almighty  1  for  there  waa  many  othere  that  had  promiaed  to  mortiiye  aome  portion 
of  their  gooda  for  perfeiting  and  abaolreing  of  the  aaid  wark,  but  they  failaied,  and  with- 
drew from  Buoh  an  holly  and  religioua  work,  and  altogether  refkiaed  thereupon  to  confer  the 
aamen,  Quhilk  thing  I  taking  heavily,  and  pondering  it  in  my  heart,  what  in  auch  an 
dificle  buaiueaa  aould  be  done ;  at  laat,  I  thought  night  and  day  upon  the  Ailfllling  of  my 
huaband'a  will,  and  took  upon  me  the  burden  of  the  haill  wark,  and  added  two  thoniand 
pounda  to  the  £700  left  be  my  huaband  t  And  I  did  put  flirth  theae  aoumea  wholly,  after 
hie  death,  upon  the  edification  of  that  chapel,  ornamenta  thereof,  and  building  of  the  edifice 
for  the  habitation  of  the  ohaplane,  and  aeven  poor  men,  and  for  buying  of  land,  aa  well 
field-land,  aa  burgh-land,  and  yearly  annualrenta,  for  the  nouriahment,  auatentation,  and 
clothing  of  them,  aa  hereafter  mair  largely  aet  dcwn.  Ther^ortt  ml  ye  me,  To  the  praiae 
and  honour  of  Almighty  Ood,  and  of  hia  mother  the  Bliaaed  Virgin  Vi^y,  and  of  Mary 
Magdallen,  and  of  the  haill  celestial  court,  to  have  erected  and  edified  .-•:  leitain  chapell 
and  hospital-house,  lyeing  in  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  upon  the  aouth  si'  of  the  King's 
high  street,  called  the  Cowgate,  for  habitation  of  the  foresaid  chaplain  and  poor,  and  that 
ftvm  the  foundation  thereof;  and  has  dedicate  the  samen  to  the  name  of  Mary  Magdallen, 
and  has  foundit  the  said  chaplain,  and  seven  poor,  for  to  give  forth  their  continual  prayera 
unto  Ood,  for  the  salvation  of  the  soul  of  our  most  illustrious  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
for  the  salvation  of  my  said  umquhil  husband's  soul  and  mine :  And  also,  for  the  salvation 
of  the  souls  of  our  fathers  and  mothers,  and  for  all  the  aonls  of  those  that  shall  put  to  their 
helping  hand,  or  sail  give  any  thing  to  thia  work :  As  also,  for  the  patrons  of  the  said 
chapel :  And  also,  for  the  souls  of  all  those  of  whom  we  have  hod  any  thing  whilk  we  have 
not  restored,  and  for  the  whilk  we  have  not  given  satisfaction ;  to  have  given  and  granted, 
and  by  tV.z  ray  present  charter  in  poor  and  perpetual  alms,  and  to  have  confirmed  in  mor- 
tification :  As  also,  to  give  and  grant,  and  by  this  present  charter,  gives  in  poor  alms  and 
mortification,  to  confirm  to  Almighty  Ood,  with  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  the  said  ohapell 
and  chapell-houae,  for  the  auatentation  of  ane  aecular  chaplain,  and  seven  poor  men,  and 
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tot  th*  ohkpUiD,  tnd  four  poor  bnthnn,  to  haT«  thtlr  jtwijr  food,  and  ptrpttnal  imUdU* 
Uon  within  th«  Mtd  hoapital  i  ud  ht  bujrinf  of  thtir  hkbitt  •rny  tw«  ytw  ohm,  I  mortify 
th«M  Mntwiranta  nndar-writtan,"  Aa.'  Afttr  rtrj  minut*  dincttoDt  for  lh«  appointiiMnt 
of  tha  olwplkin  and  the  manngttinant  of  th«  hoapilai,  it  ii  proTiJaJ  i— "  And  fiirdar,  th« 
Mid  oh«plan«,  trerj  jmt,  one*  in  th*  jtu,  for  tha  aaid  MichMl  and  Jnnat,  mII  maka  auf- 
f^agaa,  which  ia, '  I  am  plaaaed,'  and  *  direct  ma,  0  Lord  i '  with  ana  Maaa  of  re«t, '  beinf 
naked,  ha  clothed  ma  i '  with  two  wax  oandlaa  burning  on  tha  altar.  To  tha  whilk  lulfhigaa 
and  meaa,  ha  ihall  oanaa  ring  tha  obapal  ball  tha  apaoa  of  ana  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  that 
•11  tha  foreeaid  poor,  and  othera  that  shall  ba  thereintill,  ihall  be  preeent  at  tha  foraaaid 
mesa  with  their  habitea,  requesting  all  theae  that  shall  coma  in  to  hear  tha  aaid  maas  to 
praj  for  tha  said  souls.  And  farder,  every  day  of  the  blessed  Mary  Magdallen,  patron  of 
tha  foresaid  hospital,  and  the  day  of  the  indulgence  of  the  said  hospital,  and  every  other 
day  of  tha  year,  the  said  chaplains  shall  offer  up  all  the  oblations,  and  for  every  oblation 
•hall  have  twa  wax  candles  upon  tha  altar,  and  twa  at  the  foot  of  the  image  of  the  patron 
in  twa  braion  candlesticks,  and  twa  wax  torches  on  the  feast  of  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour, 
Fisch,  and  Whitsunday,  of  the  days  of  Mary  Magdallen,  and  of  the  days  of  tha  indulgenoaa 
granted  to  the  said  hospital,  and  doubleing  at  other  great  feasts,  with  twa  wax  candles 
•lenerly."  Such  were  the  provisions  for  the  due  obeervance  of  all  the  formulary  of  the  ear* 
Tioes  of  tha  Church,  which  tha  chaplain  on  his  induction  was  bound  '*  to  give  his  great  oath, 
by  touching  the  sacred  Evangile,"  that  he  would  neither  infringe  nor  suffer  to  be  altered. 
It  is  probable  that  the  chapel  was  hardly  built  ere  the  whole  scheme  of  its  founders  was 
totally  overthrown.  Certain  evidence  at  least  tends  to  show,  that  neither  the  steeple  nor 
its  flne-toned  bell  ever  fulfilled  the  will  of  the  foundress,  by  summoning  the  bedemen  and 
all  who  chose  to  muster  at  the  call  to  pray  fur  the  repose  of  the  founders'  souls.  Tha 
ohapel  is  adorned  at  its  east  end  with  the  royal  arm«,  the  city  arms,  and  tha  armorial  bear- 
ing of  twenty-two  corporations,  who  unite  to  form  the  ancient  body  known  as  the  United 
Incorporation  of  Hammermen,  the  guardians  of  the  sacrud  banner,  the  Blue  Blanket,  on 
the  unfurling  of  which  every  liege  burgher  of  the  kingdom  is  bound  to  answer  the  summons. 
The  north  and  east  walls  of  the  chai)el  arc  almost  entirely  occupied  with  a  series  of  tablets 
recording  the  gifts  of  numerous  benefactors.  The  earliest  of  these  i«  probably  a  daughter 
of  the  founder,  "  Isobel  Macqubane,  spouse  to  Oilb'  Lauder,  merchant  burgess  of  Edin', 
who  bigged  ye  crose  house,  and  mortified  £50  yearly  out  of  the  Cousland,  anno  1555." 
Another  records  that,  "John  Spans,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  bestowed  100  lods  of 
Wesland  lime  for  building  the  stipel  of  this  chapell,  anno  1021."  Here,  therefore,  is  the 
date  of  erection  of  the  steeple,  which  receives  corroboration  from  its  general  features,  with 
the  old-fashioned  gurgoils  iu  the  form  of  ornamental  cannons,  each  with  a  bullet  ready 
to  issue  from  its  mouth.  The  ftirnishing  of  the  steeple  with  "  The  Chapel  Bell  "  appears 
to  have  been  the  subject  of  still  further  delay,  as  the  bell  bears  this  legend  around  it,  in 
Roman  characters:— SOLI  DEO  GLORIA  •  MICHAEL  BUROERHUYS  ME 
FECIT,  ANNO  1632 ;  and  in  smaller  characters,  ood  bus  the  HAimxRiiXN  or  maoda- 
UMX  CHAPKL."  The  bell  is  still  rung  according  to  the  will  of  the  foundress,  however 
different  be  the  objects  onswered  by  its  warning  note ;  and  it  was  further  applied,  soon 
after  its  erection,  to  summon  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  district  to  the  parish 
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oltnnh,  M  appMrn  from  Um  Corpontinn  records  1—"  l«  Jnne,  1641,  tha  Onyfrton'  Kirk« 
BtMloB  tpplUd  to  th«  Corporation,  in  ord«r  to  htv*  th*  M •gdalnaa  ClwppI*  ball  raof  <m 
tbalr  MooQDt,  for  wbloh  tlwy  afraad  to  pajr  £40  Boot*  jwi\y,  which  wm  aitraad  to  dariuf 
plaMura." ' 

Thla  •Doient  chapsi  olklna  nar  intarMt  now  u  tha  nran«  of  procaadlnga  atrufalf 
diflbrant  from  tboia  oontamplatad  hj  iti  fnundara.  In  1000,  John  Oralg,  n  Boottiah 
Dominicnn  monk,  retnmad  to  bla  natira  oonntrjr  aftar  an  abaanoa  of  twantjr-foar  yaara, 
daring  which  ha  had  axperienoad  a  ioooaMion  of  aa  ramarkabla  vioiaaitndaa  aa  ara  raeordad 
of  anjr  individual  in  that  aTentAtI  aga.  Ha  had  reiided  aa  chaplain  in  tha  (kmily  of  Lord 
Daore,  an  Kngliih  nobleman,  and  waa  afterwarda  appointed  to  an  hononrabia  olBca  in  tha 
Dominican  monaatarj  at  Bologna,  through  tha  (kvourabia  racomroandationa  of  tha  cela- 
bratad  Cardinal  Pole.  The  chance  diicovorjr  of  a  copy  of  Calvin'a  Inttitutea  In  tha 
convent  library  led  to  an  entire  change  in  hie  religioui  opinioni,  in  coneaqaanca  of  which 
ha  waa  compelled  to  fly  1  and  being  at  length  aaiiad,  ha  endured  a  tedious  Imprisonmenl 
in  the  dungeons  of  the  lioman  Inquisition.  From  this  he  was  delivered  tha  very  day 
before  that  fixed  for  an  Auto^la-fi  in  which  ho  waa  doomed  to  sutfer  at  the  stake,  In 
consequence  of  the  tumultniius  ntjoicing  of  the  Itoman  population  on  the  death  of  tha 
Pope,  Paul  IV.,  in  IftftO,  when  the  buildings  of  the  Inquisition  were  pitlage<l,  and  its 
dungeons  broken  open.  Thence  ho  c»cu]ied,  amid  many  strange  adventures,  first  to 
Bologna,  and  then  to  Vienna,  where  he  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  Emperor  Maxi- 
milian II,  After  a  time,  however,  the  Inquisition  found  him  out,  and  denumded  his 
being  delivered  up  to  suffer  the  Judgment  already  decreed.  This  it  was  that  compelled 
his  return  to  tkotland,  at  the  very  time  when  his  countrymen  were  carrying  out  a  system 
in  conformity  with  his  new  opinions.  He  found,  however,  on  revisiting  his  country 
after  so  long  an  absence,  that  he  had  almost  entirely  forgot  his  native  tongue,  and  he 
accordingly  preached  in  liatin  for  a  considerable  time,  in  Bt  Magdalene's  Chapel,  to 
such  scholars  as  his  learning  and  abilities  attracted  to  hear  him.  He  afterwards  became 
tha  coUoaguo  and  successor  of  Knox,  and  as  such  published  the  banns  of  marriage  in  Bt 
Giles's  Church,  preparatory  to  the  fatal  union  of  Queen  Mary  with  Bothwell.  We  learn 
also  from  Melville's  Diary,  that  "The  Qenerall  Assemblle  conveinlt  at  Edinbruche 
in  Apryll  1&78,  in  the  Magdalen  Chapell.  Mr  Andro  Melvlll  was  chosln  Moderator, 
whar  was  concludit,  That  Blschopes  sould  be  callit  be  tbalr  awln  names,  or  be  the  names 
of  Dreither  in  all  tymo  coming,  and  that  lordlle  name  and  authorltle  banissed  from  the 
Kirk  of  Ood,  quhllk  hes  bot  a  Lord,  Chryst  Jesus."  *  One  other  incident  concerning 
the  ancient  chapel  worthy  of  recording  is,  that  In  1601  the  body  of  the  Marquis  of 
Argj  !e  was  carried  thither,  and  lay  In  the  chapel  for  some  days,  until  It  was  removed  by 
his  friends  to  the  family  sepulchre  at  Kllmun,  while  his  head  was  affixed  to  the  north 
gable  of  the  Tolbooth. 

The  Abbey  of  Holyrood,  though  a  far  more  wealthy  and  important  ecclesiastical 
establishment  than  St  QUes's  College,  or  any  other  of  the  ancient  religions  foundations 
of  the  Scottish  capital,  may  be  much  more  summarily  treated  of  here.  Its  foundation 
charter  still  o'^ta,  and  the  dates  of  its  successive  enlargements  and  spoliations  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  careful  investigation  by  some  of  our  ablest  historians.    The 
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ftmnibtinn  of  HI  IkkvUl'*  Abbtjr  kM  lAnmXy  \mn  rtCamd  l<>,  with  iIm  pU)tBN«|M 
Uffwmi  from  wh«nM  it  lUrlvM  lu  rmim,  "Dm  ImwIiAil  fhicnMnt  i>f  Iha  Abbay  (liareli 
wbii^h  •nil  niiMin*,  furming  tha  n«v«  of  th«  mflitDl  bakMlBf,  raUin*  nnmaroiu  IraoM 
of  tka  oriffinai  work  nf  Ika  twalftk  eaDlnry,  Ikongk  anriakad  bjr  lk«  Mlillllona  of  • 
Iftlar  •(a.  Tha  aMJiaal  dnwing  of  Ika  Abbajr  Md  Vtittm  lk«l  aiUla  ia  Ika  blni'a*aya 
flaw  of  IM4,  wkara  ll  U  markad  h]r  iU  Kngliak  dnmgkUiMn  m  ••  tka  King  of  HkolU 
palta,"  kllknngk  Ika  lola  olaiiMnl  In  Ika  Ikrona  tl  Iksl  dMa  wm  Ika  inAuil  dsogklar 
of  Junaa  V.  A  oom|»riaon  of  Ikia  wilk  Ika  iwrtiona  allll  ramAinlng  la«raa  llllla  doubt 
of  iU  ganard  •ccnntrjr,  Tlw  Alibay  (/liuri-k  aiipaara  wilk  »  aaoond  Miiura  towar  •! 
tka  waat  fh)nt,  nniform  wilk  tka  ona  atill  alMidlng  In  Ika  Dorik  of  tka  gra«l  doonnqr. 
Tka  InwMpta  aro  ■lM)ut  Ika  utiul  pro|iortlona,  but  Ika  ekoir  it  muck  akortar  tkan  U 
i*  proved  (Vom  otbar  evldanca  Id  kava  originally  baan,  Ika  graatar  part  of  it  kaving, 
parkapa,  baan  rmiucad  to  raina  bafora  Ika  viaw  waa  lakan.  During  Ika  lavalling  of  Ika 
ground  around  tka  I'alana,  and  digging  a  foundation  for  tka  ■nbatantial  railing  with 
wkiob  it  WM  recentlj  ennloied,  the  workni«n  oama  upon  the  baiaa  of  two  pillari,  in  a 
direct  line  with  the  nave,  on  the  lita  of  the  aaal  railinga,  pniTing  that  the  ancient  okoir 
kad  been  of  uuuiual  langtk.  A  mound  of  earth  which  eilenda  itill  farther  to  the  eaat, 
no  doubt  marka  the  foundation*  of  other  early  building*,  and  firom  their  being  in  tka  direct 
line  of  the  building,  it  la  not  improbable  that  a  liady  Cka|iel,  or  otker  addition  to  Ika 
Abbey  Ctmrok,  may  hare  alood  to  Ike  eaat  of  Ike  okoir,  aa  ia  flref|nently  Ike  oaae  in  larger 
catkedral  and  abbey  ohurchea.  A  curiou*  relic  of  the  ancient  tenant*  of  the  monaa« 
tery  waa  found  by  the  workmen  already  referred  to,  couaiating  of  a  akull,  which  kad  no 
doubt  formed  Ike  eolitary  companion  of  one  of  Ike  monka.  It  had  a  hole  in  the  top 
nf  the  cranium,  which  aervcd  moit  pruliably  for  aecuring  a  cruoiHx  i  and  over  Ike  brow 
waa  traced  in  antif|ue  character*  the  appropriate  maxim,  Mtmtnto  Mori.  Thia  aolitary 
rolio  of  the  ftirnitnre  of  the  Abbey  waa  procured  by  the  late  Hir  I'alrick  Walker,  and  1* 
■till  in  tke  {toaaeeaion  of  hia  fkmily.  The  Engliah  army  that  «  brent  the  abbey  called 
Holyrodo  houao,  and  the  pallice  atyonyngo  to  the  *ame,"  in  1M4,  returned  to  complete 
the  deatruntion  of  the  Abbey  in  1547,  almoat  immediately  after  the  aooe**ion  of  f^lward 
VI.  to  hi*  father**  throne.  Their  proccedinga  arc  Ihu*  recorded  by  the  Engliah  chronicler  i 
— "  Thear  *t<Hle  *outh-we*tward,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fVom  our  cam|)o,  a  ninnaaterie  i 
they  call  it  HollynHxlo  Abbey.  8ir  Water  Ifcnham  ami  Edward  Chamberlayne  gat 
lycenae  to  anpprceie  it)  whearupon  theae  commi**ionera,  making  firat  thoyr  viaitacion 
thear,  they  found  the  moonk*  all  gone,  but  the  church  and  mooch  parte  of  the  hon*o  well 
covered  with  leade.  Boon  after,  thoi  pluot  of  the  leade  and  had  down  the  bel*,  which 
wear  but  two  ;  and  according  to  the  *tatute,  did  lomewbat  hearby  diegrace  the  bona.  A* 
touching  the  moonkc*,  bicau*  they  wear  gone,  thoi  put  them  to  their  iwucion*  at  largo." ' 
It  need  hardly  excite  surprise,  that  the  invn<lers  should  not  find  matter*  quite  according 
to  the  statute,  with  lo  brief  an  interval  between  auch  tiiitacions.  The  atate  in  which  they 
did  find  the  Abbey,  prove*  that  it  had  been  put  in  effectual  repair  immediately  after  their 
former  visit 

The  repeated  burnings  of  the  Abbey  by  the  English  army  were  doubtleea  the  chief 
cause  of  the  curtailment  of  the  church  to  ita  preaent  diminiahed  aize ;   yet  abundant 
>  Ftttmi'i  EiiMditlon  to  Sootltnd.    Fng.  of  Seol.  HUl. 
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•vUaww  NVMiiM  to  ikow  lh«l  iU  aboir  Md  InsM^  wtn  kn  nUtomM  fWlly  «  9«Mteff  of 
•  OMilwy  lalof ,  Mil  tkol  hwl  iho  n^wMory  oiMtimM  boo*  ibm  RMib  Air  lU  rofoit,  wt 
»i(M  oltll  Imv*  poMMMod  Iho  onvUnl  bnllilinf  In  !!•  nrifinol  ond  BMffBUkwiil  |>ro|mrtlf>M, 
iMtowl  of  Iho  ruiotd  novo,  whl«h  «lon«  rrnnoini  (o  •'  .>w  wUt  nnoo  hod  IwtB.  In  "  Ibo 
iModt  o#  tko  MMMlbto  Md  ekiof  ofllmmM  loki  lo  Ad»m,  HUkop  of  Orknojri  kU  akorg*," 
bj  Um  OoMnl  AMotnbly  oriOiW,  tbo  Aftb  la,  Ihol  "  oil  Ibo  Mid  kirk*,  for  tho  moot  port, 
wboroia  Cbriol'i  •Tongoll  Bojr  bo  itroocboil,  on  docv**'*  •"''  nmU,  im*  oboopfoldo,  oa4 
MOM  w  ntlBMH,  tbol  DOM  doffo  oBlor  into  tbom  for  IW  of  (killBg  i  iiMoiBlix  Holrvd* 
koBoo,  Bllbnflck  tko  bitbop  of  Hooot  Andrawi,  Ib  timo  of  popittry,  M<|aootrBto  tko  wkolo 
roBto  of  tko  Mid  obboojr,  boflowo  obIjt  tbo  gloaoon  wiBdowi  woro  But  boldoa  np  »a4 
ropoirod."  >  To  tkia  tbo  BUkop  rtpllod,  "Thot  tko  Abboy  ChBrok  of  HolyrudkooM  kotk 
bMB,  tkooo  80  jt&n  bjrgoao,  miDoiu  throngb  dooojr  of  (wo  priBeipoll  ptIUro,  to  tbot  bob* 
wofo  OMBrod  Bttdor  it  i  ond  two  tkoiUMUid  piiaitda  bMtowtd  upoB  it  woald  Bot  bo  aBflkioBl 
to  MOO  mon  to  Ibo  booriof  of  tbo  word,  ond  miaiotrotioB  of  tbo  MorooMBto.  Bot  witk 
tkoir  eoBMBt,  ond  k«lp  of  tno  ••tobliabod  outboritjr,  bo  wm  parpoood  to  provido  tbo 
mooBf,  tkot  tko  ■uporflnoao  rainnna  iiorta,  tu  wit,  tho  Qnoir  oad  Crooo  Kirk,  migbt  bo 
dlopoBod  bo  fbithfUII  moo,  to  ropolr  tbo  ronuuioot  00180100117." '  Tbo  Biakop'a  oooBomiMl 
ploB  WH  BO  dooht  pot  ia  foroo,  bb<I  tho  wholo  of  tho  oboir  ond  traoMpt  Moa  ofUf 
domolbbcd  oad  aold,  to  |in>vida  Ainda  fur  ooBvartinfr  tho  botb  ioto  tho  I'uriak  Kirk  of 
tho  CaaonxBlo.  Tho  two  woatera  pillora,  de*i|raed  ti>  aapport  a  fTMt  ooBtral  towor, 
BOW  form  the  aidaa  of  tho  aaat  window  oonatrnotod  within  tha  oroh,  aad  aa  axamiaatioa 
of  tho  maaonrjr  with  which  tho  lower  parte  of  thia  and  the  aide  archea  are  oloaod,  ahowa 
thai  it  ia  eatirel/  built  with  ftragmitnta  of  oluatorcd  ahafla  and  other  remaina  of  tho 
mine.  It  wm  at  thia  time,  we  proaume,  that  the  new  royal  rault  wm  onaetracted  ia 
the  eouth  aiale  of  the  nare,  aad  the  remaina  of  tha  Hoottlah  kiuga  remored  from  their 
ancient  reiting-plaoe  nMr  tho  hixh  altar  of  the  Abbey  Church.  It  ia  built  againat  tho 
ancient  Nunuan  doorwajr  of  the  cloiatere,  which  atill  rematoa  externalljr,  with  Ita  beautiful 
ahafta  and  aigtag  mouldinga,  an  undoubted  rolio  of  lb«  original  (Wbrio  of  Bt  David. 
Tho  oinlatera  apprar  to  have  onoloaed  a  large  court,  formed  in  the  angle  of  the  noTO 
and  Boath  tranaept  The  remaina  of  the  north  aide  are  clearly  triu-cnhle  atlH,  and  tho 
alto  of  the  weat  aide  la  now  occupied  by  the  ralaco  buildlnga.  Hero  wh  fha  ambulatory 
for  the  old  monka,  when  the  magnificent  foundation  of  Bt  David  retained  Ite  prlatine 
aplendour,  and  it  remained  probably  till  the  burning  of  the  Abbey  after  the  death  of 
Jamea  V.  We  learn  on  tho  ocoMion  of  the  marriage  of  Jamea  IV.  with  the  PrinceM 
Margaret  of  England,  that  "after  all  reTcrencea  doon  at  the  Church,  in  ordere  m 
before,  the  Kyng  tranaported  himaelf  to  the  I'allala,  through  the  cloatre,  holdynge 
alwaya  the  Queen  by  the  body,  and  bye  hed  bare,  till  he  had  brought  hyr  within  her 
ohammer." 

The  weat  (h>nt,  m  it  now  remaina,  ia  evidently  the  work  of  very  different  perloda.  It 
hM  been  curtailed  of  tho  aonth  tower  to  admit  of  the  completion  of  the  quadrangle  accord- 
ing to  the  dealgn  of  Sir  William  Bruce,  and  the  aingulnr  and  nnique  wlndowa  over  the 
great  doorway  are  evidently  additiona  of  the  time  of  Charlea  I.,  whoM  initiala  appear 


>  Book*  of  th«  UdUmmII  Kirk  o(  SeotUncI,  p,  161. 
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below,  on  the  oak  beam  of  the  great  doorway.  Between  the  windows  an  ornamental  tablet 
of  the  Mune  date,  and  decorated  in  the  atyle  of  the  period,  beari  the  inscription  : — basiln 
CAM  HAHO,  OAKOLTR  Ru,  oPTiHvs  IM8TATRATIT,  1633)  with  the  Airther  addition  in 
English ;— HI  shall  build  a  housb  roR  Mr  kamb,  and  i  will  bstablibh  trb  thronb  or 
Hta  XDiaDOH  FOR  BTBR  {  a  motto  of  strange  significance,  when  we  consider  the  events  that 
so  speedily  befell  its  inscriber,  and  the  ruin  that  overwheltued  the  royal  race  of  the  Stuarts, 
as  with  the  inevitable  stroke  of  destiny.  The  chief  portions  of  the  west  front,  however, 
are  in  the  most  beautiAil  style  of  early  English,  which  succeeded  that  of  the  Norman. 
Ihe  details  on  the  west  Aront  of  the  tower,  in  particular,  with  its  elaborately  sculptured 
arcade,  and  boldly  cut  heads  between  the  arches,  and  the  singularly  rich  variety  of  orna- 
ment in  the  great  doorway,  altogether  unite  to  form  a  specimen  of  early  ecclesiastical 
architecture  unsurpassed  by  any  building  of  similar  dimensions  in  the  kingdom.  A 
beautiAil  doorway  on  the  north  side,  in  a  much  later  style,  is  evidently  the  work  of  Abbot 
CrawAird,  by  whom  the  buttresses  of  the  north  side  were  lebuilt  as  they  now  remain,  in 
the  ornate  style  of  the  fifteenth  century.  He  succeeded  to  the  abbacy  in  1467,  and 
according  to  his  namesake,  in  the  "  Lives  of  OfScers  of  State,"  he  rebuilt  the  Abbey 
Church  from  the  ground.  Abundant  evidence  still  exists  in  the  ruins  that  rcmaia  to 
disprove  so  sweeping  a  statement,  but  the  repetition  of  his  arms  on  various  parts  of  the 
building  prove  the  extensive  alterations  that  were  efieoted  under  his  directions.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Abbot  Ballantyne,  equally  celebrated  as  a  builder,  who  appears  to  have 
completed  the  work  which  his  predecessor  had  projected.  Father  Hay  records,  that  "  he 
brocht  hame  the  grct  bellis,  the  gret  brosin  fownt,  twintio  fowr 
capis  of  gold  and  silk ;  he  maid  ane  chalice  of  fine  gold,  ane 
cucharist,  with  sindry  chalicis  of  silver ;  he  theikkit  the  kirk  with 
Icid ;  he  biggit  ane  brig  of  Leith,  one  othir  ouir  Glide ;  with 
mony  othir  gude  workis,  qwilkis  ware  ouir  prolixt  to  schaw."  * 
The  brazen  font  here  mentioned  was  tarried  off  by  Sir  Richard 
Lee,  captain  of  the  English  pioneers  in  the  Earl  of  Hertford's 
army,  and  presented  to  the  Abbey  Church  of  St  Alban's,  with  a 
gasconading  Lotin  inscription  engraved  on  it,  which  may  be  thus 
rendered : — "  When  Leith,  a  town  of  some  celebrity  in  Scot- 
land, and  Edinburgh,  the  chief  city  of  that  nation,  were  on  fire. 
Sir  Richard  Lee,  Knight  of  the  Garter,  snatched  me  from  the 
flames,  and  brought  me  to  England.  In  gratitude  for  such  kind- 
ness, I  who  heretofore  served  only  to  baptize  the  children  of  Kings,  now  offer  the  same 
service  to  the  meanest  of  the  English  nation.  Lee,  the  conqueror,  so  wills  it  Farewell. 
A.D.  1643-4.  36  Hen.  VIIL"  This  font  a  second  time  experienced  the  fate  of  war, 
during  the  commotions  of  Charles  I.'s  reign,  when  the  ungrateful  Southron,  heedless  of 
its  condescending  professions,  sold  it  as  a  lump  of  useless  metal.*  Seacome,  in  his  His- 
tory of  the  House  of  Stanley,  refers  to  an  old  but  somewhat  confused  tradition  of  an 
ancestor  of  the  family  of  Norris  of  Speke  Holl,  Lancashire,  who  commanded  a  company,  as 
would  appear  from  other  sources,  at  the  Battle  of  Pinkie,  "  in  token  whereof,  he  brought 

>  liibar  CarUnim,  p.  x»ii. 

*  Cuuden'ii  BriUnni*,  by  Qougb,  toL  i.  p.  338,  where  the  original  Latin  inaeription  ii  giveD. 
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firom  the  deceased  King  of  ScoU'  Palace  all  or  moat  of  hia  princely  library,  many  books 
of  which  are  now  at  Speke,  particularly  four  large  folioa,  aaid  to  contain  the  Records  and 
Laws  of  Scotland  at  that  time.  He  also  brought  from  the  said  Palace  the  Wainscot  of 
the  King's  Hall,  and  put  it  up  in  his  o^n  hall  at  Speke,  wherein  are  seen  all  the  orders 
of  architecture,  as  Tuscan,  Dorick,  lonick,  Corinthian,  and  Composite  {  and  round  the 
top  of  it  this  inscription,  '  slkbpk  .  kot  .  till  .  te  .  bathb  .  oomskdkbd  .  bow  .  tbow  . 

BAST  .  SPENT  .  TK  .  DAY  .  PART  .  IF  .  TBOW  .  HAVE  .  WELL  .  DON  .  TBANK  .  OOO  .  IT  .  OTBER  . 

WAYS  .  REPENT  .  YE.' " '  Speke  Hall  still  exists  as  one  of  the  fine  old  manor-houses 
of  Lancashire,  and  could  this  tradition  be  relied  on  would  form  an  object  of  peculiar 
attraction,  as  the  antique  wainscot  with  its  quaint  moral  still  adorns  the  great  hall.  It 
proves,  however,  to  be  the  work  of  a  later  age,  corresponding  to  similar  specimens  in  the 
neighbouring  halls,  erected  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  It  might,  indeed,  be  confidently 
affirmed,  that  the  Roman  orders  were  not  introduced  into  Scotland  till  a  considerably 
later  period ;  but  the  above  description  answers  very  partially  to  the  original.  The  tradi- 
tion, however,  is  probably  not  altogether  without  foundation.  Two  figures  of  angels, 
richly  gilt,  "  in  form  such  as  are  introduced  under  consoles  in  Gtothio  architecture," 
formerly  surmounted  the  wainscot,  evidently  no  part  of  the  original  design,  and  these,  it 
is  conjectured,  may  have  been  among  the  spoils  which  were  carried  o£f  from  the  Palace  in 

The  Abbey  of  Holyrood  frequently  afforded  accommodation  to  the  Scottish  Court, 
before  the  addition  of  a  distinct  royal  dwelling  to  the  ancient  monastic  buildings.  This, 
it  is  probable,  was  not  effected  till  ilx"  reign  of  James  IV.  It  is  certain,  at  any  rate,  that 
large  sums  wore  spent  by  him  in  building  and  decorating  the  Palace  during  the  interval 
of  four  years  between  his  betrothmeut  and  marriage  to  Margaret  of  England.  In  the 
map  to  which  we  have  so  frequently  referred,  the  present  north-west  tower,  which  forms 
the  only  ancient  portion  of  the  Palace  as  it  now  stands,  is  shown  standing  almost  apart, 
and  only  joined  to  the  south-west  tower  of  the  Abbey  Church  by  a  low  cloister.  To  the 
south  of  this  appears  an  irregular  group  of  buildings,  of  considerable  extent,  and 
apparently  covered  with  tiles,  while  the  whole  houses  in  the  Canongate  seem,  from  the 
colouring  of  the  drawing,  to  be  only  thatched.  It  is  not  necessary,  however,  further  to 
investigate  the  early  history  of  the  Palace  here,  as  most  of  the  remarkable  historical 
incidents  associated  with  it  have  already  been  referred  to. 

The  latest  writer  who  has  left  any  account  of  the  old  Palace  is  John  Taylor,  the  Water 
poet,  in  the  amusing  narrative  of  his  Pennyleaae  Pilgrimage  to  Scotland  in  1618.  The 
following  is  his  description : — "  I  was  at  his  Majestie's  Palace,  a  stately  and  princely 
seate,  wherein  I  saw  a  sumptuous  Chappell,  most  richly  adorned  with  all  appurten- 
ances belonging  to  so  sacred  a  place,  or  so  royoll  an  owner.  In  the  inner  court  I  saw 
the  King's  Armes  cunningly  carved  in  stone,  and  fixed  over  a  doore  aloft  on  the  wall,  the 
Red  Lyon  being  the  Crest,  over  which  was  written  this  inscription  in  Latin : — Nobis  hae 
invicta  miserunt  106  Proavi.  I  inquired  what  the  English  of  it  wos  ?  it  was  told  me  as 
followeth,  which  I  thought  worthy  to  be  rccorded~100  Fore-fathera  have  left  this  to  ua 
unconquered .-"—au  interpretation  which  leads  the  Water  poet  into  a  series  of  very  loyal 


'  Vide  ArchaologU  Sootloa,  vol.  iv.  ;  (ram  whence  the  inaoription  la  correctly  given. 
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refleotions  on  "  this  worthy  and  memorable  motto  I "  The  viiit  of  Taylor  to  the  Palace 
and  Chapel  waa  almost  immediately  after  that  of  James  VI.  to  Scotland,  so  that  he  no 
doubt  saw  them  in  all  the  splendour  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  King's  reception. 
The  palace  was  probably  abandoned  to  neglect  and  decay  after  the  last  visit  of  Cliarles  I. 
in  1041,  otherwise  it  is  probable  that  Cromwell  would  have  taken  up  his  abode  there  daring 
his  residence  in  Edinburgh.  The  improvements,  however,  effected  by  Charles,  both  on  the 
Palace  and  Abbey  Church,  appear  to  have  been  considerable.  One  beautiful  memorial  of 
his  residence  there  is  the  elaborately  carved  sun-dial  whicli  still  adorns  the  north  garden  of 
the  Palace,  and  is  usually  known  as  Queen  Mary's  Dial,  although  the  cipher  of  her  grand- 
son, with  those  of  his  Queen  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  are  repeated  on  its  most  prominent 
carvings.  The  Palace  was  converted  into  barracks  by  Cromwell  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Edinburgh,  and  as  NicoU  relates,  "  ane  number  of  the  Englisches  futemen  being  ludgit 
within  the  Abay  of  Haly  Rnd  Hous,  it  fell  out  that  upone  an  Weddinsday,  being  the 
threttene  day  of  November  1650,  the  haill  royall  pairt  of  that  palice  wes  put  in  flame,  and 
brint  to  the  ground  on  all  the  pairtcs  thairof.*' '  The  diarist,  however,  has  afterwards 
qualified  this  sweeping  assertion  by  adding,  "  except  a  lyttel ; "  and  there  is  good  reason 
for  believing  that  the  oldest  portion  of  the  Palace,  usually  known  as  James  the  Fifth'a 
Tower,  entirely  escaped  the  conflagration,  as  its  furniture,  if  not  so  old  as  Queen  Mary's 
time,  certainly  at  lea^*^  dates  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  some  of  it  being  marked  with  the 
cipher  of  that  monarch  and  his  Queen,  Henrietta  Maria.  A  fac-simile  of  a  rare  print,  after 
a  drawing  by  Qordon  of  Rothiemay,  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Bannatyne  Miscellany, 
preserves  the  only  view  of  the  Palace  that  has  come  down  to  us  as  it  existed  prior  to  this 
conflagration.  The  main  entrance  appears  to  occupy  nearly  the  same  site  as  at  present. 
It  is  flanked  on  either  side  by  round  embattled  towers,  or  rather  semicircular  bow  windows, 
between  which  is  a  largo  panel,  surmounting  the  grand  gateway,  and  bearing  the  royal 
arms  of  Scotland.  A  uniform  range  of  building,  pierced  with  lurgo  windows,  extends  on 
either  side,  and  is  flanked  on  the  north  by  the  great  tower  which  still  remains,  but  finished 
above  the  battlements  as  represented  in  the  vignette  on  page  34.  Tlie  empty  panels  also 
which  still  remain  in  the  front  turrets  appear  to  have  been  filled  with  sculptured  armorial 
bearings.  No  corresponding  tower  existed  at  the  south-west  corner  of  the  building  until 
its  remodelling  by  Sir  William  Bruce. 

The  Palace  was  speedily  rebuilt  by  order  of  the  Protector,  but  his  work  came  under 
revision  soon  after  the  Bestoration.  The  directions  given  by  Charles  II.  for  its  alteration 
and  completion  enter  into  the  minutest  details,  among  which  such  commands  as  the  fol- 
lowing were  probably  dictated  with  peculiar  satisfaction : — "  Wee  doe  hereby  order  you 
to  cause  that  parte  thereof  which  was  built  by  the  usurpers,  and  doth  darken  the  court, 
to  be  taken  down."  '    The  zeal  with  which  both  Charles  11.  and  James  YIL  devoted 


>  NicoU'a  Diary,  p.  3S. 

*  Hoyal  warrant*.  Ltber.  Cart.  p.  cxxiz.  The  myal  onlem  would  appear  to  have  been  occaaionally  departed  from, 
e.g.,  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  writea,  by  command  of  Oharlea  II.,  in  lii71  : — "  Hia  Maj"*  likea  tho  front  very  wall  aa  it  ia 
Deaigned,  provided  the  gate  where  the  King'a  coach  ia  to  come  in  be  largo  enough,  Aa  alao  he  likea  the  taking  doune  of 
that  narrow  upper  parte  which  waa  built  in  CromwrU'a  time.  Hee  likea  not  the  covering  of  all  that  betwixt  the  two 
great  tuurea  with  platfuim  at  the  at'cund  atorie,  but  would  have  it  heightened  to  a  third  atorie,  as  all  the  inner  court  is, 
and  aklaited  with  ekaily  as  tho  rest  of  the  court  ia  to  be  ; "  in  all  which  ruapecta  the  original  deaign  has  evidently  been 
carried  out,  notwithstanding  his  Majesty's  directions  to  tho  contrary. 
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themielTes  to  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  palace  of  their  fathers,  would  almost  seem 
to  imply  the  forethought  of  securing  a  fit  retreat  for  them  in  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Htnarts,  in  case  of  their  being  again  driven  from  the  English  throne.  On  the  north-west 
pier  of  the  piazza,  within  the  quadrangle  of  the  Palace,  the  followi'>«:  inscription,  in  large 
Roman  characters,  marks  the  site  of  the  foundation-stone  of  the  modt.*<  works : — FVN  ' 
BE  •  BO  •  MYLNE  •  MM  •  IVL  •  1671  • 

The  chief  popular  interest  which  attaches  to  the  Palace  arises  from  its  assovj'ttions 
with  the  eventful  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  and  the  romance  that  clings  to  the  name  of  tat/ 
unfortunate  descendant  Prince  Charles,  though  there  is  a  nameless  charm  about  the  grey 
rains  of  the  Abbey,  and  the  deserted  halls  of  the  Palace  of  our  old  kings,  which  no  Scots- 
man can  resist  A  noble  and  a  doomed  race  have  passed  away  for  ever  from  these  scenes 
of  many  a  dark  tragedy  in  which  they  acted  or  suffered,  yet  not  without  leaving  memories 
to  haunt  the  place,  and  all  the  more  vividly  that  no  fortunate  rival  intrudes  to  break  the 
spell.  In  the  accompanying  engraving  of  the  interior  of  the  Chapel,  a  point  of  view  has 
been  chosen  which  shows  the  royal  vault,  the  cloister  door  behind  it,  the  Roxburgh  vault, 
and  the  monument  of  Adam,  Bishop  of  Orkney,  attached  to  one  of  the  pillars — a  group 
including  some  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  ruined  nave.  The  royal  vault  was 
broken  into  by  the  revolutionary  mob  that  spoiled  the  Chapel  Royal  in  1688,  and  it  was 
again  rifled  after  the  fall  of  the  roof  in  1768,  in  consequence  of  the  folly  of  those  employed 
to  repair  it,  who  loaded  it  with  a  covering  of  huge  flagstones,  of  a  weight  altogether  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  strength  and  age  of  the  walls.  On  the  latter  occasion,  the  head  of 
Queen  Magdalene — which,  when  seen  by  Arnot  in  1766,  was  entire,  and  even  beautiful 
— and  the  skull  of  Darnley  were  carried  off.  The  latter  having  come  into  the  possession 
of  Mr  James  Cummyug  of  the  Lyon  Office,  the  eccentric  secretary  of  the  Society  of  the 
Antiquaries  of  Scotland,  his  life  was  rendered  miserable  thereafter  by  the  persecutions 
of  the  shrewdish  cicerone  of  the  Chapel,  who  haunted  him  like  the  ghost  of  the  murdered 
Darnley,  and  lived  on  his  terrors  by  constant  threats  of  exposure  to  the  Barons  of 
Exchequer.  After  his  death  the  skull  was  traced  to  the  collection  of  a  statuary  in  Edin- 
burgh, but  all  clue  to  it  seems  now  lost 

A  few  old  portraits,  with  sundry  relics  of  the  various  noble  occupants  of  the  Palace  in 
earlier  times,  form  the  only  other  objects  of  attraction  to  the  curious  visitor.  Among  the 
pictures  in  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  apartments  is  one  of  the  many  on'":t;uu«Ll:  pnHraits 
of  Queen  Mary.  It  claims  to  be  an  original,  in  the  dress  \\  which  she  was  executeu, 
though,  if  the  latter  statement  be  true,  it  goes  far  to  discredit  its  originality.  Another  fair 
lady,  dressed  as  a  shepherdess,  and  described  as  the  work  ol  Vandyke,  though  probably  only 
a  copy,  is  a  portrait  of  Dorothy,  Countess  of  Sutherla  id— Waller's  Sachariasa.  Here, 
too,  are  the  portraits  of  two  celebrated  royal  favourites,  Jane  Shore  and  Nell  Qwynne,  as 
the  ciceroni  of  the  Palace  invariably  persist  in  styling  the  l.tter,  though  in  reality  a  portrait 
of  her  frail  rival  Moll  Davies,  and  bearing  a  striking  resen  blance  to  her  engraved  portr-It. 
It  corresponds  also  to  the  latter  in  having  black  hair,  whci'ias  that  of  Nell  was  f-Jr;  but 
it  is  usual  to  confer  the  name  of  Nell  Gwynne  on  all  porti^i'^s  of  sno*-  fvail  beauties.* 

•  From  Nell  Gwynne'.  will,  d«t«d  Oct.  18, 1687,  »nd  preierred  at  Dooton  Commoni,  It  appetra  that  h«r  real  name 
waa  Margaret  Symcott ;  ao  that  the  atory  of  her  deecent  from  an  ancient  Welah  family  ii  a  apurioua  invention  of  courtly 
peerage  writera,  for  the  gratiflcatlon  of  her  Ulvitriout  deaoendanta. 


I 


s 


410 


MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


Among  the  roproMiitatiTes  of  the  rougher  lex  in  thii  Tery  miioellMieoai  Miemblkge  ii  ft 
Tery  tonr-looking  dWine,  dnbbed  John  Knox,  and  a  grave  clergyman,  probably  of  the 
time  of  Charles  I.,  whose  red  calotte  or  skall  cap,  we  presume,  led  to  his  being  engraved 
both  by  Pennant  and  Pinkerton  as  Cardinal  Beaton.*  In  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane's 
apartments  then  is  a  Aill-length  portrait  of  Lady  Isabella  Thynne,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Holland,  who  perished  on  the  scaffold  during  the  great  civil  war.  The  lady  is  represented 
with  a  lute  in  her  hand,  for  her  great  skill  on  which  sho  is  celebrated  in  the  poems  of  Waller. 
Aubrey  relates  that  her  sister,  "  The  beautiAil  Lady  Diana  Rich,  as  she  was  walking  in  her 
father's  garden  at  Kenington,  to  take  the  fresh  air  before  dinner,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
being  then  very  well,  met  with  her  own  apparition,  habit,  and  everything,  as  in  a  look- 
ing-glass." She  died  about  a  month  thereafter  of  the  smallpox;  and  her  sister,  the  Lady 
Isabella,  is  affirmed  to  have  received  a  similar  warning  before  her  death.'  These  and  other 
portraits  adorn  the  various  lodgings  of  the  different  noblemen  who  possess  apartments  in 
the  Palace ;  but  many  of  them,  being  the  private  property  of  the  noble  lodgera,  can  hardly 
be  considered  as  part  of  the  decorations  of  Holyrood.  The  latest  contribution  to  its  walls 
is  Wilkie's  Aill-length  portrait  of  Qeorge  IV.,  in  the  Highland  costume,  as  he  appeared  on 
his  visit  to  the  northern  capital  in  1822. 

A  much  slighter  survey  will  suffice  for  the  remaining  ecclesiastical  foundations  of  the 
Scottish  capital,  of  the  minority  of  which  no  vestige  now  remains.  Among  the  latter  is 
the  Monastery  of  Blackfriara  of  the  order  of  St  Dominic,  founded  by  Alexander  IL  in 
1230,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Surgical  Hospital.  It  is  styled  in  the  foundation 
charters  Manaio  Regis,  that  monarch  having,  we  presume,  bestowed  on  the  frian  one  of 
the  royal  residences  for  their  abode.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  wealthy  foundation,  sub- 
sequently enlarged  by  gifts  from  Bobert  I.  and  James  IIL,  as  well  as  by  many  private 
donations  confirmed  by  the  latter  monarch  in  1473.*  The  monastery  was  acoidently  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1628;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  church  was  only  partially  injured  by  the 
confiagration,  as  it  appears  in  the  view  of  1544  as  a  large  cross  church,  with  a  central  tower 
and  lofty  spire.  It  no  doubt  experienced  its  full  share  in  the  events  of  that  disastrous 
year,  and  it  had  hardly  recovered  from  these  repeated  injuries  when  the  Reformers  of  1558 
completed  its  destruction. 

The  Monastery  of  the  Qreyfriars  in  the  Grassmarket  has  already  been  described,  and 
the  venerable  cemetery  which  has  been  made  from  its  gardens  frequently  referred  to.    Over 

>  A  portrait  of  Cardinal  Beaton,  copied,  we  believe,  by  Chnmben  from  an  original  French  painting,  la  now  at  St  Hary'i 
Collrge,  Blair,  and  another  copy  of  the  aame  hanga  in  the  Refectory  of  St  Hargaret'a  Convent,  Edinburgh.  It  repreaenta 
him  about  the  age  n(  35,  when  he  waa  ambaaaador  at  the  French  Court.  The  face  i<  oval,  the  featurea  regular,  and  tha 
expreaaion  aomewhat  penaire,  but  very  pleaaing.  He  weara  muataohea  and  an  imperial,  and  we  may  add,  bear*  not  the 
alighteat  reaembiance  to  the  Holyrood  portrait.  On  the  background  of  the  picture  the  following  inaoription  ia  painted, 
moat  probably  copied  from  the  original  portrait :— 1«  bienherevz  David  de  Bethvne,  Archaveaque  da  St  Andni,  Chaa< 
celliere  et  Regent  du  royaume  d'Eooaae,  Cardinal  et  Legat  a  ktere,  fut  maaaacr^  pour  la  foy  an  1S16, 

*  Law'a  Uemoriala,  preface,  p.  Izvi. 

*  "  Charter  of  confirmation  of  all  Mortifleatiuna  maid  to  the  aaid  Brethren  Predlcatora  in  Edin',  via.  One  made  ba 
Alexander  II.,  of  an  a.  rent  of  10  marka  de  firmit  hurgalibut  d*  Edin'.  One  made  be  George  Seaton  and  Criitain 
Hurray  hia  apouae,  of  20  marka  yearly  out  of  the  landa  of  Hartahead  and  Clint.  One  made  be  Pbillipia  Moubray, 
Lady  Bamebugle,  of  20a.  gteriing,  yearly,  out  of  little  Barnbugie.  One  made  be  Jnan  Barcklay  of  Kippe  of  10a.  yearly, 
out  of  the  landa  of  Duddingstone  and  huaband-landa  thereof.  One  be  Jo.  Sudgine  of  30a.  4d.  out  of  hia  tenement  of 
Leith,  on  the  aouth  aide  of  the  water  thereof,  between  Alen  Nepar'a  land  on  the  Eaat  and  Rottenrow  oa  the  Waat,  14 
Hay  1473." — Inventar  of  Pioua  Donat'.ona,  US. 
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the  •ntnnoe  to  the  ohnrobjard,  «t  the  foot  of  the  Candlemaker  Row,  the  following  morel 
dietich  wei  originally  iuMribed  :— 

IUm«mb«r,  Mu,  u  thou  |om  bjr, 
jU  thou  tH  now,  to  ono*  wh  1 1 
Ai  I  un  now,  m  abalt  thou  b* ; 
RiiMmlMr,  Mu,  that  thou  mult  dU.' 

The  principel  gateway,  oppoeite  the  eaat  end  of  the  church,  ii  a  work  of  more  recent 
conitmction,  and  appears,  firom  the  records  of  Monteith,  to  have  involved  the  deitmotion 
of  the  monument  of  no  le»  illuitrioue  a  citisen  than  Alexander  Miller,  muter  tailor  to 
King  James  VI.,  who  died  in  the  year  1016.  The  Old  OreyfViars'  Church,  as  it  was  styled, 
was  suddenly  destroyed  by  a  fire  which  broke  out  on  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  19th  of 
January  184S,  and  presented  to  the  astonished  parishioners  a  biasing  mass  of  ruins  as  they 
assembled  for  the  services  of  the  day.  It  bore  on  the  north-eait  pillar  the  date  1013,  and 
on  a  panel  surmounting  the  east  gable  that  of  1014,  underneath  the  city  arms.  It  was  a 
clumsy,  inconvenient,  and  ungainly  edifice,  with  few  historical  associations  and  no  archi- 
tectural beauties  to  excite  any  regret  at  its  removal.  It  is  very  different,  however, 
vrith  the  surrounding  churchyard,  which  it  diiifigured  with  its  lumpish  deformity.  Its 
monuments  and  other  memorials  of  the  illustrious  dead  who  repose  there  form  an  object 
of  attraction  no  less  for  their  interesting  associations  than  their  picturesque  beauty ;  while 
it  is  memorable  in  Scottish  history  as  the  scene  of  the  signing  of  the  Covenant  by  the 
enthnsiastio  leaguers  of  1638,  and  the  place  of  captivity,  under  circumstances  of  peculiar 
cruelty,  of  the  insurgent  Covenanters  taken  in  arms  at  Bothwell  Brig.  Like  other  great 
cemeteries  it  forms  the  peacefiil  resting-place  of  rival  statesmen  and  politicians,  and  of  many 
strangely  diverse  in  life  and  fortune.  Here  mingle  the  ashes  of  George  Heriot,  the  father 
of  the  royal  goldsmith  ;  Qeorge  Buchanan,  Alexander  Henderson,  Sir  Gteorge  Mai '  zie. 
Sir  James  Stewart,  Principal  Carstairs,  Sir  John  de  Medina,  the  painter;  Allan  Ramsay, 
Colin  Madaurin,  Thomas  Ruddimau,  and  many  others  distinguished  in  their  age  for  rank 
or  genius. 

The  Carmelites,  or  Whitefriars,  though  introduced  into  Scotland  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  did  not  acquire  an  establishment  in  Edinburgh  till  1618,  when  the  Provost  and 
Bailies,  conveyed,  by  charter  dated  the  13th  April,  "  to  Jo.  Malcolme,  provincial  of  the 
Carmelites,  and  his  successors,  y'  lands  of  Green-side,  with  the  chapell  or  kirk  of  the  Holy 
Cross  y'of." '  From  this  we  learn  that  a  chapel  existed  there  in  ancient  times,  of  which  no 
other  record  has  been  preserved,  and  adjoining  it  was  a  cross  called  the  Rood  of  Greenside. 
It  was  the  scene  of  martyrdom  of  David  Stratoun  and  Norman  Gourlay,  a  priest  and  lay- 
man, who  were  tried  at  Holyrood  House,  in  the  presence  of  James  V. ;  and  on  the  27th  of 
August  1534,  were  led  "  to  a  place  besydis  the  Roode  of  Greynsyd,  and  thair  thei  two  war 
boyth  hanged  and  brunt,  according  to  the  mercy  of  the  Papiaticall  Kirk." '  The  tradition 
has  already  been  referred  to  that  assigns  the  same  locality  for  the  burning  of  Major  Weir. 
On  the  suppression  of  the  order  of  Carmelites  at  the  Reformation,  John  Robertson,  a 
benevolent  merchant,  founded  on  the  site  of  their  convent  an  hospital  for  lepers,  "  pursuant 

>  MoDtoith'a  Theitrum  Mortdium,  p.  1.    The  lut  wotd  U  aTidentl;  intended  to  be  pronounoed  in  the  old  bnwd 
Soottiih  (eihion,  dtt. 

*  InTentu  of  Fiona  OonatioM.  '  Knox't  Hlit,  Wodrow  Boo,,  toI.  i.  p.  60, 


4" 


MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


to  a  TOW  on  his  receiving  a  (ign»l  mercy  fVom  Ood."  The  hoipital  wm  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Town  Council,  who  drew  up  n  leriei  of  moit  itringent  etatatei  to  iflcure  the 
good  conduct  knd  above  all  the  perfect  iiolation  of  the  wretched  inmatei.  A  gnllowi  wu 
erected  at  the  end  of  the  hospitul  to  enforce  obedience,  and  even  the  opening  of  the  gate 
between  lunset  and  lunrite  was  declared  punishable  with  the  halter.  The  grassy  vale, 
within  whose  natural  amphitheatre  the  earliest  exhibitions  of  the  regular  drama  were 
witnessed  by  the  Oourt  of  the  Queen  Regent,  Mary  of  Guise,  and  where  the  crowds  of  the 
neighbouring  capital  were  attracted  at  one  time  by  the  pastimes  that  accompanied  a  Wapin- 
teAaw,  and  at  another  by  the  terrors  of  judicial  vengeance,  retained  till  near  the  close  of 
last  century  nearly  the  same  features  that  led  to  its  selection  for  such  displays  in  the  reign 
of  James  II.  Pennant,  writing  in  1760,  remarks : — "  In  my  walk  this  evening  I  passed 
by  a  deep  and  wide  hollow  beneath  the  Caltoun  Hill,  the  place  where  those  imaginary 
criminals,  witches,  and  sorcerers,  in  less  enlightened  times,  were  burnt ;  and  where  at  festive 
seasons  the  gay  and  gallant  held  their  tilts  and  tournaments." '  The  locality  still  retains 
its  ancient  name  of  Greenside ;  but  the  grassy  slope,  from  whence  it  derived  its  name,  is 
now  one  of  the  most  densely-populated  districts  of  the  New  Town. 

Beyond  the  Monastery  of  the  Carmelites,  on  the  outskirts  of  Loith,  at  the  south-wost 
corner  of  8t  Anthony's  Wynd,  stood  the  Preceptory  of  St  Anthony,  founded  by  Sir 
Robert  Logan  of  Restalrig  in  1435.  This  was  the  only  establishment  of  the  order  in 
Scotland.  They  followed  the  rule  of  St  Augustine,  and  appear  to  have  been  a  sort  of 
religious  knights,  thoagh  not  Knight  Templars,  as  they  are  erroneously  styled  by  Mait- 
land,  who  has  been  misled  in  this  by  a  charter  of  James  VL  The  "  Rentale  Duke," 
containing  a  list  of  the  benefactors  to  the  preceptory,  written  on  vellum,  in  the  year  1530, 
with  a  few  additions  in  a  later  hand,  is  preserved  in  the  Advocutes'  Library,  wherein  "  It 
is  statuit  and  ordanit  in  our  Scheptour  for  sindri  resonabil  causis  that  the  saulis  of  thaim 
that  has  gevin  zeirlye  perpetuall  rent  to  this  Abbay  and  Hospitall  of  Sanct  Antonis  beayd 
Leitb,  or  has  augmentit  Goddis  seruice  be  fundacion,  or  ony  vthcr  vays  has  gevyn  sub- 
stanciusly  of  thair  gudis  to  the  byggyn  reperacion  and  vphaldyng  of  the  forsaid  Abbay  and 
place,  that  thai  be  prayit  for  euerylk  sunday  till  the  day  of  dome." '  The  list  of  benefac- 
tors which  follows  exhibits  a  pretty  numerous  array,  though  in  the  mi^jority  of  cases  the 
benefactions  are  of  no  great  value.  The  obituary  closes  in  1400,  and  in  little  more  than 
half  a  century  thereafter,  the  prayers  for  the  dead,  which  the  chapter  of  the  preceptory 
had  ordained  to  lost  till  the  day  of  doom,  were  abruptly  brought  to  a  close,  and  the  church 
or  preceptory  reduced  nearly  to  a  heap  of  ruius,  during  the  siege  of  Leith  in  1560.*  No 
other  Scottish  foundation  appears  to  have  been  dedicated  to  this  saint,  notwithstanding 
his  celebrity  by  means  of  the  picturesque  legends  which  the  Romish  calender  associates 
with  his  name.  The  ancient  Hermitage  and  Chapel  of  St  Anthony,  which  occupies  a  site 
of  such  singular  beauty  underneath  the  overhanging  crags  of  Arthur's  Seat,  are  believed 
to  have  formed  a  dependency  of  the  preceptory  at  Leith,  and  to  have  been  placed  there  to 
catch  the  seaman's  eye  as  he  entered  the  Firth,  or  departed  on  some  long  and  perilous 
voyage  ;  when  bis  vows  and  offerings  would  bo  most  freely  made  to  the  patron  saint,  and 
the  hermit  who  ministered  at  his  altar.     No  record,  however,  now  remains  to  add  to  the 
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Pennaot'i  Tour,  vol.  i.  p.  69.  '  LUt  of  Banefacton,  &c.    Bann.  Hiac.,  vol  iL  p.  299.  '  Ante,  p.  G6. 
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trwiitlon  of  lu  dtdiMtlon  tu  Ht  Anthonjr  i  but  tha  liWar  itraun,  oaltbraUd  in  th*  pIkintWa 
old  Mng,  <*  0  wftljr,  wdjr  up  ynn  liank,"  itill  walla  alawljr  forth  tX  tha  fiN»t  of  tha  rook, 
SlhDf  tha  littla  bMon  of  Ht  Anthon/'a  Wall,  and  rlppliuy  plauMttljr  through  tha  Iodk 
fraaa  lato  tha  lowar  vklla/. 

Tha  (!hapal  and  llarmitaRa  of  Ht  Anthony,  though  daaartad  and  rooilaaa  for  oantnriaa, 
nppaar  to  hava  ramainad  naarljr  antira,  with  tha  tsoaption  of  tha  uppar  portion  of  tha  towar, 
till  about  tha  mlddla  of  tha  laat  oanturjr.  Arnot,  writing  about  tha  yaar  1770,  ramarkat— 
"  Tlia  call  uf  tha  Harmitaga  yat  ramalna.  It  la  aiitaan  faat  long,  twaWa  broad,  and  aight 
high.  Tha  rock  riaaa  within  two  faat  of  tha  atona  arch,  which  forma  ita  roof  i  and  at  tha 
foot  of  tha  rook  flowa  a  para  atraam,  oalabratad  In  an  old  Soottiah  ballad."  All  that  now 
ramaina  of  the  cell  ia  a  amall  receaa,  with  a  itona  ladge  conatrunted  iwrtly  in  tha  natural 
rook,  which  appaan  to  have  been  the  cupboard  for  storing  tha  aimple  raf^eahmenta  of  tha 
harmit  of  Bt  Anthony.  Tha  Ohapal  is  daaoribad  by  tha  lama  writer  aa  having  bean  a 
baantiftil  Oothio  building,  well  luitad  to  the  rugged  tublimity  of  the  rock.  "  It  waa  forty- 
three  faat  long,  eighteen  feet  broad,  and  eighteen  high.  At  ita  weat  end  there  waa  a  tower 
of  nineteen  feat  aquara,  and  it  la  auppoaed,  before  ita  fall,  about  forty  feet  high.  The 
doora,  windows,  and  roof,  were  Gothic  i  but  it  hu*  been  greatly  dilapidated  within  the 
Mithor'a  remembrance.'"  Ttie  tower  ia  represented  in  the  view  of  1044  aa  finished  with 
»  plain  gabled  roof  t  and  the  building  otherwise  corroaponds  to  this  description.  Tha 
wanton  destruction  uf  this  picturesque  and  interesting  ruin  proceeded  within  our  own 
recolloctiun  i  but  its  further  decay  has  at  length  been  retarded  for  u  time  by  some  slight 
repairs,  which  were  unfortunately  delayed  till  a  more  fragment  of  the  ancient  hermitage 
remained.  Tha  plain  corbels  and  a  small  fragment  of  the  groined  roof  still  stand ;  and 
an  elegant  aonlptared  stoup  for  holy  water,  wliich  formerly  projeotetl  from  the  north  wall, 
waa  preserTod  among  the  collection  of  antiquities  of  the  late  firm  of  Messrs  Eagle  and 
Henderson.  It  is  described  by  Maitland  aa  occupying  a  small  arched  niche,  and 
opposite  to  it  waa  another  of  larger  dimensions,  which  was  strongly  fortified  for  keeping 
the  Fix  with  the  consecrated  bread  i*  but  no  vestige  of  the  latter  now  remains,  or  of  any 
portion  of  the  south  wall  in  which  it  stood. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  fourteenth  century,  St  Mary's  Church  at  Leith  appcara  to 
have  been  erected ;  but  notwithstanding  its  largo  siiu — what  remains  being  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  original  edifice — no  evidence  remains  to  show  by  whom  it  waa  founded. 
The  earliest  notice  we  have  found  of  it  is  in  1400,  when  a  contribution  of  an  annual  rent 
is  made  *'  by  Peter  Falconer,  in  Lelth,  to  a  chaplain  in  St  Piter'a  Alter,  situat  in  tha 
Virgin  Mury  Kirk  in  Leith."*  Similar  grants  are  conferred  on  the  chaplains  of  St 
Uartholomew's  and  St  Barbarie'a  Altars,  the  latest  of  which  is  dated  8th  July  1499— 
the  same  year  in  which  the  Record  of  the  Benefactora  of  the  neighbouring  preceptory  is 
brought  to  a  close.* 

Maitland  and  Chalmers,*  as  well  as  all  succeeding  writers,  agree  in  assigning  the 
destruction  of  the  choir  and  transepts  of  St  Mary's  Church  to  the  English  invaders  under 

I  Aniut,  p.  2t6.  '  Maitluid,  p.  ISS.  *  luTtnUr  of  Ploiu  Doniitloiii,  MS.  Ad.  Ub. 

*  Om  ohMtar  of »  UUr  dikU  U  raourdad  In  tha  luTanUr  of  Ptoua  Doutioiu,  by  "Jo.  Logua  of  KaaUlrig,  mortlfjr- 
iu(  In  St  Anlhouy'a  CUpal  in  Lallh,  bia  tanamaat,  Ijrlng  vu  tha  auutb  (Ida  oi  tha  Bridga,"  dalad  10th  Fab.  ItOS. 

•  MaltUod,  p.  41)7.    CiUadonio,  vol.  ii,  p.  784. 
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IIm  KwI  of  llartfhril  in  iA44.  No  othar  tTiiUmw,  Kow«r*r,  •lUla  in  inpimrt  of  tkii 
IkMi  tko  f«n«rnl  inft>r«niM  tlfdiwibla  tmm  iIm  hurnlny  ot  l«llh  Itjr  tlia  Kn|ll*h,  imniMli* 
•laljr  iMfor*  Ikair  •nibwkatinn  i  n  |iM«««l«r«  wkinb,  iinIm*  aM-iimiiMiiiMi  by  nion  vIoUnI 
hiimIo  of  lUilriii'tion,  muil  hikva  l«ft  lh«  remalmlvr  i>f  th«  rhnrrk  In  tha  mmui  oomlillon 
M  Um  nava  wktck  atill  aiiata,  Mark  aviiianna  m  mwjt  altll  ba  g lannati  ft'nw  eoni»mfontf 
writora  lanvaa  IllUa  nmaon  li>  dotibt  tkal  it  wm  mit  iWmoliakad  nnlil  tka  aiafa  of  l<altk  in 
I  MM),  whan  it  wna  aal^ai-t(>tl  to  much  mora  ilaalnitltva  ofwrationa  than  tka  innulara'  torok. 
It  atuod  Uiri^tly  ai|inaa<i  tu  tka  lira  of  tha  KnKll»k  battrrica,  cMt  up  on  tka  naiKhbouring 
liuwna,  Mil  uf  whirk  aonia  ramaina  tra  atill  left'  "  In  tbia  nwlntyma,"  tajra  lliakop 
l^aalay,  **  tka  Inf liiman  Ijrinir  ani'»m|MHi  upouu  tha  aonlh  aat  ayil  of  tha  toun,  lioayii 
Mount  I'ailun,  lokot  many  grat  •rhottia  of  caunoni*  ami  grvt  onliiiannia,  at  (ha  parruha 
Kirk  of  Laytk,  nad  Hanet  Anthonaia  atapla,  qnhilk  waa  fortvliit  with  moiinlmj  artallyaria 
tkaini|)oun  ba  tha  Krvnchman,  ami  brak  tloun  th«  •ane."*  An  nnonymuua  hlittnriati  of 
tka  aama  iMriml  reiatva  itiil  mora  CK|ilii<itly  i— **  Tlu*  IMk  of  April!,  tha  fort  wkr  caat  ami 
parforniail,  aoituata  n|Min  tha  olay-hilla,  aaat  firom  thn  Kirk  of  l«ith,  about  twva  fligkl 
akott  I  wkcra  th«*  grratn  ordinance  bfiiig  pliu-ed,  thvy  U'Kanno  to  iliiHtto  at  Ht  Antonyaa 
■ta«pli'  in  livitli,  ufMui  tka  which  «te«plu  tha  Frenchmen  had  nioiintad  lomo  artillcria, 
which  waa  veria  noiM)ma  to  tha  oampa  i  liot  within  few  howera  after,  tka  aaid  ateepla  was 
broken  and  ikott  downe,  IJktmtt  Ikt^  thott  doimit  tom^  jmrt  of  tkt  t<%»t  tnd  of  tk*  Kirk  of 
Ltith,"*  Mt  Mary**  Churdi,  aa  it  cxitted  at  the  time  our  drawing  waa  made,  ahowed  at 
tka  aaat  and  two  of  tke  fnur  irrvat  central  pillar*  of  tke  (.liurok,  and  wa*  otkarwite 
finiaked  by  con*trii<  ling  n  window  in  tlie  upper  |iart  of  tha  W(*at  arch  of  tho  central  towtr, 
ranch  in  tho  •aiiie  *tyle  a*  wn*  ailopted  in  converting  tha  nave  of  llolyriNid  Aliltey  into  % 
pariah  church.  The  data  1(114,  which  waa  cut  on  tho  eaat  gable,  probably  marked  tho 
period  at  which  tha  ruin*  of  tlia  choir  were  entirely  cleartMl  nwny,  Ttie  tide  ai*ie*  ap|iear 
for  the  mo*t  part  to  b«  the  work  of  tho  lame  iwriod.  A  range  of  live  dormer  windowa 
waa  conttructed  at  that  date  above  both  tka  centra  and  «iile  ai*U>*,  and  though  a  novel 
addition  tu  a  (lotkio  Church,  mnat  have  had  a  very  picturo*<|ue  and  rick  oircct.  Tho  whole 
of  thete,  with  tho  exception  of  tho  two  weatern  one*  on  tho  Nouth  *ido  of  the  Church,  wens 
taken  down  in  1747,*  and  the  remaining  one*  were  dcnmliithed  in  1847,  ahmg  with  tho 
eaat  and  weat  gable*  of  the  Church,  and,  in  fact,  nearly  every  feature  that  wa*  worth 
preaerving ;  the  architect  having,  with  the  pervorie  ingenuity  of  modern  rtAtorert,  pre- 
aenred  only  tho  more  recent  and  least  attractive  portion*  of  tho  venerable  edifice.  A* 
aome  alight  atonement  for  tiii*,  thu  removal  of  tlu;  high-pitched  roof  of  the  aide  ai*lea  haa 
brought  to  light  a  range  of  very  neat  «|uare-headcd  rlerc«tory  window*,  which  hod 
remained  concealed  fur  upward*  of  two  centurie*,  and  which  it  i*  fortunately  intended  tu 
retain  in  tho  reatoratinn  of  the  building. 

The  only  other  ancient  i>ari*h  church  that  rcmnina  to  Im  noticed  irt  that  of  Ht  Cuthbert. 
Ita  pariah  ap|)ear*  to  have  been  one  uf  tho  carlie*t  and  moat  extcnaivc  diatricta  aet  a|iart 
aa  a  |iaruchial  charge.  "  Tho  Church  of  Ht  Cuthbert,"  aaya  Cltalmera,  "  i*  unqueationably 
ancient,  pcrhaiM  a*  old  aa  tho  ago  which  folluwud  tho  dcuiiMO  of  thu  worthy  Cu(hbert, 
towarda  the  end  of  the  seventh  century."     It  waa  enriched  by  iniiiortaut  grant*,  and  parti- 


■  AnU,  p.  M. 

•  A  Hlltorl*  of  the  G«t»ta  ul  ScoUwd,  Wodrow  Miaa.,  Tnl.  i.  p.  84. 


'  UtUjr,  p.  il8S. 
•  MklUtail,  p,  tat. 
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•ttkrijr  hf  lh«  RiA  tVi>m  MMtwtb  n*  LiUrton,  ef  \^0  MtlbM  Mil  i>bl«lioM  of  LhUmtmH 
— •  •hnrrk  nf  wlilfK  all  IrarM  %n  t^tM  Uml — confierrxl  ott  i(  A)  ^^t  Nl|m  of  VtwiA  \,,  pn- 
vUnia  Iw  lh«  fountUtion  of  llolynMMl  Ahlvfir  The  ('h«|wU  nf  CoHiMrpMiM  ami  LllMrtoii 
p«rUin«<l  to  II.  TtM  (,'riiwn  UmU  mrruuiiiliBK  (h«  ('wlla  wara  Iwabtwrnl  on  it  I7  Uavld 
I.,  and  il  rtaimail  titha*  nf  Ika  AihluK  on  ika  naiKblMiurinf  coaat  1  an  Ibat  It  waa  tbaa  tb« 
Wfalthiaat  rhuruk  in  Htnillami,  tifopt  that  at  thiiibari  Imt  ttota.  (b^  <l«te  of  Iha  ^mnilallntt 
of  Ht  Uaviil'a  AbUy  nf  llnlyrmMi  it  lia«ania  a  vinara«a,  whila  tb«  Abba;  Uraw  Ika 
fraalar  litbaa,  llanidaa  Ika  kl^k  allar.  tkvra  wara  In  Hi  (!ulkbarl'a  Ckarok  aavanl  alUra, 
<Mkala<l  III  Iha  Holy  Trinily,  lo  Ml  Anna,  anil  othar  aainti,  of  moat  nf  whirk  do  vary 
Mtnrala  B<>cnuni  ia  iiraaarratl.  Tha  ant'lanl  ehank  waa  •ul^vctaU  lo  many  riciaaitudaa,  anil 
graally  moillriail  by  aueraaaiva  alUrationa  and  ra|Niir«,  10  thai  cnn>|Miratlvaly  llllla  uf  Ika 
oriifinal  faliriu  raniainad  whan  thn  wkola  waa  tiamoliakad  abnut  tha  middia  of  laat  eentary, 
and  Iha  prcaant  huga,  iinaightly  barn  aravlad  in  ila  ataad.  In  (tordon'a  birtl'a-aya  viaw  il 
•ppaara  aa  a  larga  criMa  chnrok,  wilk  a  balfry  at  Ika  watt  fabla,  and  a  larga  atinara  towar, 
lirolmbly  of  ^rvat  auti4uily,  clandiiii  unrmtfcd  at  tha  ioiith^wait  mrnfr  of  Iha  nava.  Tha 
anoiant  churi'b  waa  nearly  raduii'd  to  a  hi>a|i  of  ruina  by  tha  Duka  of  Uonlon,  during  tha 
aiaga  of  Ika  Caatia  in  IAN9 1  and  littla  attani|>t  waa  likoly  lo  ba  mada  at  tkat  pariod  to 
praaarva  any  of  ita  aarly  fealuraa  In  tha  naoaaaary  ra|iain  praparatory  to  ita  again  baing 
uaad  aa  tha  pariah  church. 

Among  tha  daiiandanriua  of  tha  anciant  Cknrck  of  Ht  Cuthbart  tbara  wara  Ika  Virgin 
Mary'a  Clia|i«|,  I'drlahurgh,  nf  which  nothing  mora  ia  known  than  ila  nama  and  litai  and 
Ht  lli><]u«'ii  and  Ht  Jnhn'a  Chaiwla  on  tho  Ilurough  Muir.  About  half  a  niila  to  tha  waat 
of  (Irango  liouaa  thara  atood,  till  tha  cnmmancamant  of  tha  pratant  canlury,  Ika  ruina  of 
Ika  ancient  Chapal  of  Ht  U<><|ue,  dadicatcd  to  tha  celabrated  laint  of  that  naroa.  A  latar 
writer  darivea  ita  title  fh>m  the  uncotiaccratad  lurnama  nf  ita  nuppoacd  founder,  HUnon  L* 
Itoqua,  French  ambaaimlor,'  but  without  aaaigning  any  authority.  lu  tha  traaaurar'a 
Bconunta  for  March  2<>tli,  lAOI-U,  tho  following  entry  occurai— "  Item,  to  the  wrichtia  of 
Hanct  Ilukit  Cha|)«ll  xii^  a."  Thii,  it  ia  exceedingly  probable,  indicatea  tha  erection  of 
the  rhaiwl,  oa  it  corrcaponda  with  the  apparent  dat«  auggeated  by  ila  atyle  of  architecture. 
It  cannot,  however,  be  certainly  referred  to  the  chapel  on  the  Borough  Muir,  aa  a  aub< 
aequvnt  entry  in  lft()3,  of  an  offering  "to  Hanct  Uowkia  t'hapcll,"  deacribea  the  latter  u 
at  the  end  of  Htirliug  Bridge.  Of  the  following,  however,  there  can  be  no  doubt  t — 
"  1007,  Aug*  10.  The  Hanct  Itowkia  day  to  tha  kingia  offerand  in  Hanct  Kowkia  Ckapell 
xiiy  a."  That  thin  rofera  to  thu  chapel  on  the  Borough  Muir  of  Edinburgh  ia  proved 
by  the  evidence  of  two  chartera  aigned  by  the  king  at  Edinburgh  on  Ike  aame  day.  The 
ahrino  of  Ht  Itoque  wait  the  apecini  reaort  of  afflicted  outcaata  for  the  cure  of  certain 
loathaomo  diicaaca.  Lindaay,  in  The  Monarekit,  deacribea  the  laint  u  himaelf  bearing 
a  boil  or  ulcer  aa  the  aymbol  of  hi*  peculiar  powcra  :— 

Bitnol  Ibwh*,  waill  mUII,  ni(n  m*/  •«•, 
Aa*  19m  a««  btaUa  OB  Ua  koaa. 


>  HUt  ol  WMt  Kirk,  p.  11.    PoMlhlj  Mnniitiir  l,Mr<>k,  iroliMaMlar  in  1M7,  ii  ktn  maaal,    Il  1%  at  lay  nit, 
vltbout  (teiibl,  an  «rror,  urigiiutlng  prubittiljr  In  Ih*  •imUullj  of  Um  oauai. 
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And  again,  in  speaking  of  domestic  pilgrimages,  he  assigns  to  this  saint  the  virtues  for 
which  he  was  most  noted  by  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  in  early  times : — 

8a  dolth  our  oooimoim  popular*, 
Qubilk  war  to  lang  (ur  till  daclaro, 
Tbair  •up«ntitloui  pilgramagja, 
To  moni*  iliven  iinagia : 
Bum  to  Sanot  Roch*,  with  diligtnet, 
To  aaU  tbama  from  the  p«atll«DC* : 
For  thair  toith  to  Sanot  ApolUn*  t 
To  Sanot  TrKlwall  to  mand  thair  an*. 

The  Chapel  of  St  Roqae  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Lyon  King's  poetic  eulo- 
gist, among  the  varied  features  of  the  landscape  that  fill  up  the  magnificent  picture,  as  Lord 
Mhrmion  rides  under  the  escort  of  Sir  David  Lindsay  to  the  tup  of  Blackford  Hill,  in  his 
approach  to  the  Scottish  camp,  and  looks  down  on  the  martial  array  of  the  kingdom  covering 
the  wooded  links  of  the  Borough  Muir.  James  IV.  is  there  represented  as  occasionally 
wending  his  way  to  attend  moss  at  the  neighbouring  Cliapels  of  St  Kathcrine  or  St  Roqne ; 
nor  is  it  unlikely  that  the  latter  may  have  been  the  scene  v>f  the  monarch's  latest  acts  of 
devotion,  ere  he  led  forth  that  gallant  array  to  perish  around  him  on  the  Field  of  Flodden. 
The  Church  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  which  was  afterwards  converted  into  the  Chapel  of  the 
Convent  of  St  Katheriue  de  Sienna,  was  then  just  completed ;  but  George  Lord  Setoun, 
whose  widow  founded  the  convent  a  few  years  later,  and  Adam  Hepburn,  Earl  of  Bothwell, 
her  father,  were  among  the  nobles  who  marshalled  their  followers  around  the  Scottish 
standard,  to  march  to  the  fatal  field  where  both  were  slain.  In  accordance  with  the  attri- 
butes ascribed  by  Lindsay  to  St  Roque,  we  find  his  chapel  resorted  to  by  the  victims  of 
the  plague,  who  encamped  on  the  Borough  Muir  during  the  prevalence  of  that  dreadful 
scourge  in  the  sixteenth  century ;  and  the  neighbouring  cemetery  became  the  resting-place 
of  those  who  fell  a  prey  to  the  pestilence.  Among  the  statutes  of  the  Burgh  is  the  follow- 
ing for  December  1530,  "  We  do  yow  to  wit,  forsamekle  as  James  Barbour,  master  and 
goucrnour  of  the  foule  folk  on  the  Mure,  is  to  bo  clengit,  and  hes  intromettit  with  sindry 
folkis  gudis  and  clais  quhilkis  ar  lyand  in  Sanct  Rokis  Chapell,  Thairfor  al  nmner  of  personis 
that  hna  ony  clame  to  the  said  gudis  that  tliai  cum  on  Tysday  nixt  to  cum  to  the  officiaris, 
and  thar  clais  to  be  clengit,  certyfyaud  thaim,  ond  thai  do  nocht,  that  all  the  said  clais  gif 
thai  be  of  litill  availl  sal  be  brynt,  and  the  laif  to  be  gevin  to  the  pure  folkis."'  Arnot 
relates  that  this  KPclent  chapel — an  engraving  of  which  is  given  in  the  re-issue  of  the 
quarto  edition  of  his  history — narrowly  escaped  the  demolition  to  which  its  proprietor  had 
doomed  it  about  the  middle  of  last  century,  owing  to  the  superstitious  terrors  of  the  work- 
men engaged  to  pull  it  down.  The  nmrch  of  intellect,  however,  had  made  rapid  strides  ere 
its  doom  was  a  second  time  pronounced  by  a  new  proprietor  early  in  the  present  century, 
when  the  whole  of  this  interesting  and  venerable  ruin  was  swept  away,  as  an  unsightly 
encumbrance  to  the  estote  of  a  retired  trodesman ! 

The  teinds  or  tithes  of  the  Borough  Muir  belonged  of  old  to  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood ; 
but  this  did  not  interfere  with  the  acquirement  of  nearly  the  whole  of  its  broad  lands  by 
private  proprietors,  and  their  transference  to  various  ecclesiastical  foundations.     The  name 

■  Acta  aud  Statutes,  Burgh  o(  Edinburgh.    Mait.  Hiso.,  vol  ii.  p.  117. 
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of  Oillie  Orange,  by  which  a  part  of  it  is  Rtill  known,  and  that  of  The  Orange,  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Laudor,  Bart,  preserve  mcinorialR  of  the  grange  or  farm  which 
belonged  of  old  to  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St  Oilei.  Here,  towards  the  close  of  the 
prosperous  reign  of  James  IV.,  Sir  John  Crawford,  a  canon  of  St  Oiles's  Church,  founded 
and  endowed  the  Church  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  portions  of  the  ruins  of  which  are  believed 
still  to  form  a  part  of  the  garden  whU  of  a  houne  on  the  west  side  of  Newington,  called 
Sciennes  Hall.  The  following  notice  of  its  foundation  occurs  in  the  Inventor  of  Pioua 
i>t>na/i0n«,  bearing  the  date  2d  March  1512: — "  Charter  of  Confirmation  of  a  Mortifica- 
tion be  Sir  Jo.  Crawford,  ane  of  the  Prebenders  of  St  Oiles  Kirk,  to  a  kirk  bigged  by 
him  at  St  Geillio  Orange,  mortyiefying  yrunto  18  aikers  of  land,  of  the  said  lands,  with 
the  Quarrie  Land  given  to  him  in  Charitio  be  ye  said  brough,  with  an  aiker  and  a  quarter 
of  a  particate  of  land  in  his  3  aikers  and  a  half  an  aiker  of  the  said  mure  pertaining  to 
him,  lying  at  the  east  side  of  the  Common  Mure,  betwixt  the  lands  of  Jo.  Cant  on  the 
west,  and  the  Common  Mure  on  the  east  and  south  parts,  and  the  Murebrugh,  now  bigged, 
on  the  north."  This  church  was  designed  as  a  chantry  for  the  benefit  of  the  founder  and 
his  kin,  along  with  the  reigning  Sovereign,  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  and  such  others 
as  it  was  usual  to  include  in  the  services  for  the  faithful  departed  in  similar  foundations. 
The  chaplain  was  required  to  be  of  the  founder's  family  or  name,  and  the  patronage  was 
assigned  after  his  death  to  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh. 

The  Church  of  St  John  the  Baptist  did  not  long  remain  a  solitary  chaplainry.  Almost 
immediately  after  its  erection,  the  Convent  of  St  Kathcrine  de  Sienna  was  founded  by  the 
Lady  Scytoun,  whose  husband,  George,  third  Lord  Seton,  was  slain  at  the  Battle  of  Flod- 
den.  "  Efter  quhais  deceiss,"  says  the  Chronicle  of  the  House  of  Seytoun,  "  his  ladye 
remanit  wido  continualie  xlv  yeiris.  Scho  was  one  nobill  and  wyse  ladye.  Sche  gydit 
hir  sonnis  Icviug  quhill  he  was  cumit  of  age ;  and  thairefter  sche  passit  and  remainit  in 
the  place  of  Sen  is,  on  the  Borrow  Mure,  besyd  Edinburgh,  the  rest  of  her  lyvetyme. 
Quhilk  place  sche  hclpit  to  fund  and  big  as  maist  principale."  *  The  history  of  this  religi- 
ous foundation,  one  of  the  lust  which  took  place  in  Scotland  in  Roman  Catholic  times, 
and  the  very  lust,  we  believe,  to  receive  additions  to  the  original  foundation,  acquires  a 
peculiar  interest  when  we  consider  it  in  connection  with  the  general  progress  of  opinion 
throughout  Europe  at  the  period.  The  Bull  of  Pope  Leo  X.  by  which  its  foundation  is 
confirmed,  is  dated  29th  Januory  1517.  Cardinal  Wolsey  was  then  supreme  in  England, 
and  Henry  VIIL  was  following  on  the  career  of  a  devoted  son  of  the  Church  which 
won  him  the  title  of  Defender  of  the  Faith.  Cliarlcs  V.,  tlie  future  Emperor  of  Germany, 
had  just  succeeded  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  irlartin  Luther  was  still  a  brother  of  the 
order  of  St  Augustine.  This  very  year  Leo  X.  sent  forth  John  Tetzel,  a  Dominican  monk, 
outhorised  to  promote  the  sale  of  indulgences  in  Germany,  and  soon  the  whole  of  Europe 
was  shaken  by  the  strife  of  opinions.  The  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  Scotland  then 
stood,  delayed  for  a  time  its  participation  in  the  movement ;  and  meanwhile  the  revenues 
of  the  convent  of  St  Katherine  de  Sienna  received  various  augmentations,  and  the  Church 
of  St  John  the  Baptist  was  permanently  annexed  to  it  as  the  chapel  of  the  convent.  The 
nuns,  however,  were  speedily  involved  in  the  troubles  of  the  period.  In  1.544  their  con- 
vent shared  the  same  fate  as  the  neighbouring  capital,  from  the  barbarous  revenge  of  the 

■  Hiat,  of  House  of  Seytoun,  p,  37. 
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English  invaders!  Bnd  in  1S67,  its  whole  possessions  passed  into  the  hands  of  lajrmen, 
and  its  inmates  were  driven  forth  from  the  cloisters  within  whose  shelter  they  had  main- 
tained the  severe  rules  of  their  order  with  soch  strictness  that  even  the  pungent  satirist, 
Sir  David  Lindsay,  exempts  them  from  the  unsparing  censure  of  his  pen.  In  the  first  act 
of  The  Satyre  of  the  Three  Estaitis,  Veritie  enters  with  the  English  Bible  in  her  hand, 
and  is  forthwith  pronounced  by  the  Parson  a  Lutheran,  and  remanded  to  the  stocks. 
Chostitio  follows,  and  in  vain  appeals  to  the  Lndy  Prioress,  the  Abbot,  the  Parson,  and 
my  Lord  Tomporalitie,  all  of  whom  give  the  preference  to  Dame  Sensualitie,  and  ignomi- 
nionsly  dismiss  her,  until  at  length  she  is  also  consigned  to  the  stocks.  In  her  appeal  to 
my  Lord  Temporal  itio,  she  tells  him  she  has  pome  to  prove  "  the  temporal  state,"  because 
the  nuns  have  driven  her  out  of  doors.  Nevertheless,  in  Tht  ComplwftU  of  the  Papingo, 
when  scored  by  the  sensuality  of  "  The  sillie  nunnis," 

"  Clutl*titio  than  n»  Unger  w«ld  abyda  ; 
8a  for  refuge,  fut  to  tba  frelria  icho  fled, 
Qiibilkli  laid,  thay  wald  of  ladyia  tak  na  our* ; 
Quhare  bene  aoho  now,  than  uid  the  gredia  Oled  t 
Nocht  amang  yow,  laid  lohn,  I  yow  auure  : 
I  traiet  who  bene,  upon  tba  Burrow-mure, 
Beaoutb  K<linburgh,  and  that  rioht  innnj  mania, 
Profeit  amang  the  aUteria  of  the  Soheni*. 
Tbare  bee  echo  fund  hir  mother  Porertia,  ,  ^ 

And  DeTotioun  bar  awln  aiater  eamall : 
Thara  hath  loho  fund  Puitb,  Hope,  and  ChariUa, 
Togiddar  with  the  Tertuei  oardinall : 
Tbare  bee  aoho  fund  ana  conrent,  yet  unthrall, 
To  dame  Senauall,  nor  with  Riobe*  abuait, 
8a  quletlya  tboae  Udyia  bene  ioolualt." 

About  three  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Convent  of  St  Katherino  de  Sienna  is  the  Balm 
Well  of  St  Kathcrine,  celebrated  in  ancient  times  for  its  miraculous  powers  in  curing  all 
cutaneous  diseases,  and  still  resorted  to  for  its  medicinal  virtues.  St  Katherine,  it  is 
said,  was  commissioned  by  the  pious  Queen  of  Malcolm  Canmore,  to  bring  homo  some  oil 
from  Mount  Sinai,  and  staying  to  rest  herself  by  this  well  on  her  return,  she  chanced  to 
drop  some  of  the  oil  into  the  water,  from  which  its  peculiar  characteristic,  as  well  as  its 
miraculous  powers,  were  affirmed  to  be  derived.  A  black  bituminous  substance  constantly 
floats  on  the  water,  believed  to  be  derived  from  the  coal-scams  that  abound  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  perhaps  justly  commands  the  faith  still  reposed  in  it  as  a  remedy  for  the 
diseases  to  which  it  is  applied.  A  chapel  was  erected  near  it,  and  dedicated  to  St  Mar- 
garet, but  no  vestige  of  it  now  remains.  Thither,  it  is  said,  the  nuns  of  the  convent  on  the 
Borough  Moor  were  wont  to  proceed  annually  in  solemn  procession,  to  visit  the  chapel  and 
well,  in  honour  of  St  Katherine.  When  James  VI.  returned  to  Scotland  in  1617,  he 
visited  the  well,  and  commanded  it  to  be  enclosed  with  an  ornamental  building,  with  a 
flight  of  steps  to  afibrd  ready  access  to  the  healing  waters ;  but  this  was  demolished  by 
the  soldiers  of  Cromwell,  and  the  well  now  remains  enclosed  with  plain  stone  work,  as  it 
was  partially  repaired  at  the  Restoration.' 

With  the  last  foundation  of  the  adherents  of  the  old  faith  we  may  fitly  close  these  Memo- 

■  ArobKol.  Scot  vol.  i.  p.  323. 
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riala  of  the  olden  time.  An  unpicturesque  fWtgment  of  the  ruins  of  the  Convent  of  St 
Katherine  de  Sienna  itill  remains,  and  serves  as  a  sheep-fold  for  the  flocks  that  pasture  in 
the  neighbouring  meadow ;  and  the  name  of  the  Sciennes,  by  which  the  ancient  Mure-burgh 
is  now  known,  preserves  some  slight  remembrance  of  the  abode  of  "  the  SiHters  of  the 
Schenis,"  where  Chastitie  found  hospitable  welcome,  at  a  time  when  the  bold  Scottish 
satirist  represents  her  as  spurned  from  every  other  door.  A  few  notes,  in  reference  to 
more  recent  ecclesiastical  erections,  are  reserved  for  the  Appendix ;  but  there  is  something 
in  the  flimsy  and  superficial  character  of  our  modern  religious  edifices,  which,  altogether 
apart  from  the  sacred  or  historical  associations  attached  to  them,  deprives  them  of  that 
interest  with  which  we  view  the  architectural  remains  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Instead  of 
stuccoed  ceilings  and  plaster  walls,  we  find,  in  the  old  fabrics,  solid  ribs  of  stone,  and  the 
arched  vaulting  adorned  with  intricate  mouldings  and  richly  sculptured  bosses.  The 
clustered  piers  below,  that  range  along  the  solemn  aisles,  are  like  the  huge  oaks  of  the 
forest,  and  their  fan-like  groinings  like  the  spreading  boughs,  from  whence  their  old  builders 
have  been  supposed  to  have  drawn  the  first  idea  of  these  massive  coliunns  and  the  o'er- 
arching  roof. 

After  all,  the  olden  time  with  which  we  have  dealt  is  a  comparatively  modern  one. 
The  relics  even  of  St  Margaret's  Chapel,  and  St  David's  Monastery,  and  the  Maiden 
Castle,  which  Chalmers  ranks  only  as  "  first  of  modern  antiques," '  would  possess  but  poor 
claims  to  our  interest,  as  mere  antiquities,  beside  the  temples  of  Egypt  or  the  marble 
columns  of  the  Acropolis.  The  Castle,  indeed,  is  found  to  have  been  occupied  as  a  strong- 
hold as  far  back  as  any  trustworthy  record  extends ;  and  beyond  this  our  older  British 
chroniclers  relate,  as  authentic,  traditions  which  assign  to  it  an  origin  nearly  coeval  with 
the  Temple  of  Solomon,  and  centuries  before  the  founding  of  Rome  I  Wyntoun  records 
of  the  renowned  "  Kyng  Ebrawce,"  who  flourished  989  years  before  the  Christian  era : — 

"  He  byggyd  Edtmbdboh  wjtht-alle, 
And  gert  tbaim  Allynolowd  it  oalle, 
The  Haydyn  cutell,  in  •um  plaoe 
Th*  MTOwful  Hil  it  etllyd  wu." 


Coming  down  a  little  nearer  our  own  day,  we  arrive  at  the  era  of  Fergus  the  First,  the 
famed  progenitor  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  sovereigns,  "  of  the  same  unspotted  blood 
and  royal  line,"  who  began  his  reign  330  years  before  Christ  Fergus,  however,  was  no 
plebeian  upstart.  He  again  traced  his  descent  from  Milesius,  who  reigned  in  Ireland  1300 
years  before  the  Christian  era,  and  "  who  makes  the  twenty-sixth  degree  inclusively  from 
Noe ;  the  twenty-first  from  Niul,  a  son  of  Fenius-farsa,  king  of  Scythia,  a  prince  very 
knowing  in  all  the  languages  then  spoken  ;  the  twentieth  from  Gaedhol-Glass,  a  contem- 
porary with  Moses  and  Pharaoh ;  the  seventeenth  inclusively  from  Heber-Scot,  an  excellent 
bow-man ! " '  Upon  the  whole,  we  are  put  in  the  fair  way  of  tracing  King  Fergus's  genealogy 
back  to  Adam, — a  very  satisfactory  and  credible  beginning,  in  case  any  of  its  more  recent 
steps  should  be  thought  to  stand  in  need  of  additional  proof.  Leaving  such  famous 
worthies  of  the  olden  time,  we  come  thereafter  to  Edwin,  king  of  Northumbria,  of  whom  we 
possess  trustworthy  historic  account,  and  who,  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt,  gave  his 


'  Caledonia,  vol.  ii.  p.  fi69. 


'  Pr  Matthew  Kennedy,  Aberorumby'a  Martial  AchieTemente,  toL  i.  p.  i. 
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own  name  to  the  burgh,  where  he  poiiessed  a  stronghold  preionting  luoh  great  natural 
advantage!  aa  were  likely  to  tempt  hii  frequent  residence  within  its  walli.  Edwin,  who 
waa  the  ablest  and  most  powerful  among  the  sovereigns  of  Britain  in  his  time,  lost  his 
kingdom  and  his  life  at  the  Battle  of  Hatfield,  on  the  12th  of  October  033.  From  that 
date,  the  Caatle  and  town  of  Edinburgh  may  be  considered  as  occupying  some  degree  of 
prominence  among  the  towns  of  the  ancient  kingdom,  and  thenceforward  we  are  able 
to  glean  occasional  authentic  notices  of  it  from  our  older  chroniclers.  The  reign  of 
Edwin  is  chiefly  memorable  for  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into  the  kingdom  of 
Northumbria,  and  probably  no  long  time  elapsed  thereafter  before  some  humble  Christian 
fane  was  reared  in  Edinburgh,  to  supersede  by  its  worship  the  heathen  rites  for  which  the 
summit  of  Arthur's  Seat,  or  of  some  other  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  may  have  been  set 
apart  as  the  most  appropriate  temple. 

Olancing  back  thus  over  an  interval  of  twelve  centuries,  the  familiar  scenes  that  surround 
us  acquire  a  new  aspect,  and  become  pregnant  with  a  deeper  meaning  than  the  mere  beauty 
of  the  landscape,  or  the  unrivalled  grandeur  of  the  old  city  that  occupies  its  heights,  can 
convey  to  the  tasteful  observer.  History  becomes  a  living  drama,  instead  of  a  mere  bundle 
of  dusty  parchments ;  and  the  actors,  who  pass  away  in  succession  with  its  many  changing 
scenes,  appear  once  more  before  us  what  they  really  were,  men  of  like  passions  with  our- 
selves. With  this  feeling  we  have  attempted  to  recover  the  fading  traces  of  the  more 
ancient  antiquities  of  the  Scottish  capital,  and  to  preserve  an  authentic  record  of  those  of 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  which  are  fast  passing  away,  like  their  predecessors, 
beyond  recall,  notwithstanding  the  promise  of  durability  which  the  substantial  masonry  of 
that  period  seems  to  ofler.  "  The  walles,"  says  Taylor  the  Water  Poet,  in  his  Penny- 
lease  Pilgrimage,  "  are  eight  or  tenne  foot  thicke,  exceeding  strong,  not  built  for  a  day,  a 
weeke,  or  a  moneth,  or  a  yeere,  but  from  Antiquitie  to  Posteritie,  for  many  Ages."  Pot- 
teritie,  however,  finds  little  that  suits  its  changed  tastes  and  habits  in  these  "  goodlie 
houses,"  and  is  busy  replacing  them  with  structures  more  adapted  to  modern  wants ;  but 
the  very  fact  of  their  having  thus  become  obsolete  confers  on  them  a  new  value,  as  monu- 
ments of  a  period  and  state  of  society  altogether  different  from  our  own.  This  it  is  that 
gives  to  the  pursuits  of  the  antiquary  their  true  value.  These  relics  of  the  past,  however 
insignificant  they  may  appear  in  themselves,  assume  a  very  dificrent  claim  on  our  interest 
when  thus  regarded  as  the  memorials  of  our  national  history,  or  the  key  to  the  manners 
and  the  habits  of  our  forefathers.  As  such  they  acquire  a  worth  which  no  mere  lapse  of 
time  could  confer ;  nor  have  our  forefathers  played  so  mean  a  part  in  the  history  of  nations 
that  their  memorials  should  possess  an  interest  only  to  ourselves. 


APPENDIX. 


I.  EDINBUROH. 

pEFERENOE  hM  been  made  In  the  beginning  of  thU  Work  to  the  venenble  antiquity  adcribed  to  Edinburgh 
by  early  chraniclen,  who  awign  ai  it  founder,  Ebranke,  a  contemporary  of  Rehoboam,  the  ion  of  Solomon, 
king  of  brael  I— Qrafton'i  Chroniclo,  lS(i8.    John  Hardyng,  a  itill  earlier  chronicler,  recordi  of  the  ume 
•neimtt "  Kyng  of  Biytain,*— 

"  He  mad*  tlao  the  Htydm  Cutell  •tronge 
That  men  now  c<;!l<lh  tbs  Ciutell  of  Kdonburgb, 
That  nn  a  rook  •tanileth  lull  h;e  out  ol  throng 
On  mount  Agwet,  where  men  Rinjr  le  out  through 
Fall  niMjr  a  touna,  oaatel,  and  borough, 
In  the  ihire  about.  It  U  m  hjre  in  iiygbt 
Who  wUl  it  wale  he  ehall  not  find  it  light." 


I 


The  following  reference  to  Edinburgh  by  a  foreigner,  evidently  deicribing  the  first  impreMion  conveyed  by 
the  view  of  it  from  the  Forth,  occurs  in  a  curious  French  poem,  "Le  Chevalier  sans  reproche  Jacques  de  Lalain, 
par  Messire  Jean  d'Ennetieres,"  &c.  &c.  Toumay,  1638.  8vo.  In  this,  the  9th  canto  is  occupied  with  the 
details  of  a  combat  Iwtwecn  the  hero  and  James  (0th)  Earl  of  Douglas,  fought  at  Stirling  in  presence  of  the 
king,  three  against  three.  Towards  the  close  of  the  preceding  canto  (p.  S06^,  Edinburgh  ii  thus  described,— 
Laloin'a  vessel  havfng  arrived  in  the  Forth  :— 


'  Edymbourgk  toutesfois  (ait  parolstre  mi  comes, 
Au  deasous  d'un  espoia  de  nusgea  bieu  mornei. 
Devera  I'Kat,  et  le  Sud  lit  ceint  une  muraille, 
Dii  coat^  <lu  coucbnnt,  il  ne  luy  fnut  tenaille 
Vj  bouleuert  flancquanl ;  car  un  bien  haul  rocher 
La  oouvre  tellement  qu'on  ne  p«ut  rApprocher. 
L&  deiwua  le  choateau  eat  de  nature  telle. 
Que  I'Eacoyoii  le  (lit  le  (ort  ile  la  Pucelle : 
Taut  I'a  fortifi^  la  nature  avec  I'art, 
Que  dea  flilea  pourojrent  malntenir  tel  rampart. 
Au  Nort  un  precipice  en  hauteur  effroy able, 
Le  rend  de  celle  part  de  tout  point  imprvuable." 
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IL  ANCIENT  MAP8  AND  VIEWS  OF  EDINBURGH. 

1S44. — The  frMjutnt  rcfvrrnee  to  mapi  nf  dilhnnt  lUtt*  throu||h  th*  Wnrk,  ruiwlin  mhim  Mcoani  nf  tlitm 
ilMlimbI*  for  the  g«n*nil  nwlcr.  Th«  ulilmt,  •ml  \)j  ftr  tha  mu«l  thIuiiIiIii,  U  that  of  which  a  r*r«iinil«  U  f|<Tin 
in  thj  flnl  votuma  of  tha  Bannatynt  MiwelUnjr,  to  llliutnta  •  ilaMriptirm  nf  EdinburRh,  nhmxl  to  In  tha 
eottiw  of  tbli  Work,  by  Alexandar  AImmi,  a  natlva  nf  KilinburKh,  born  KM  April  IIMN),  who  «nibnic«l  tha 
Protaalant  faith  alraut  the  tiina  whan  Patricli  iUniilton,  tha  Rrit  Hcottiih  martyr,  wa*  bn>ut|ht  to  tha  itake  in 
ISS7.  Ha  laft  Hootland  about  tha  yaar  1538  to  aicapa  a  linillar  fatv,  and  la  Iwliavvd  to  hava  dinl  at  Laipiig  in 
IMO.  Tha  original  map  ii  prewrvad  in  the  Britiah  Muaaum  (M.S.  Cotton.  AiiKUitui  I,  vol,  il,  Art.  &0),  and  la 
aialgnad  with  arary  appcaranea  of  probability  to  the  year  IA44,  tha  data  of  tha  Earl  of  ilartfurd'i  aipedltlun 
under  Henry  VIII.  The  map  may  be  drucrllwd  a*  chiefly  conaiitinii  of  a  view  from  the  C'alton  Hill,  and 
npraaanta  Arthur's  Beat  and  the  Abbey  a|)parently  with  minute  arcuracy.  The  lilghar  part  of  tha  town  la  apread 
out  mora  in  tha  character  of  a  bird'i-ey«  view  ;  but  there  aim  the  churvhea,  tha  Natherbow  Port,  and  other 
prominent  faaturea,  afford  proof  of  its  general  correctnt-M.  The  biiililiiiga  alwut  the  Palaro  and  the  whole 
of  the  upper  town  have  their  roofs  coloun'd  rvd,  a*  If  to  rvprvwnt  tilca,  while  thoea  in  tha  Canongate  are 
coloured  grey,  probably  to  ihow  that  they  were  thatched  with  atraw.  Tha  only  other  view  that  bears  any  near 
reaemblance  to  the  la«t,  occurs  In  the  corner  of  one  of  the  mapa  in  "  John  8|iee<rs  Theatre  of  the  Kniplro  of 
Great  Britaine,"  published  at  London  in  1611.  It  is,  perhaps,  only  a  nxluction  of  it,  with  some  additions  from 
other  sources.  It  must  have  been  made,  at  any  rate,  many  years  before  its  pi.blication,  as  both  the  Blackfriars 
Church  and  the  Kirk-of-Field  form  prominent  objects  in  the  town.  Trinity  College  Church  is  introduced 
surmounted  by  a  apira.  Ht  Andrew's  Port,  at  the  foot  of  Leith  Wynd,  appears  as  a  gate  of  some  architectural 
pretensions  ;  and  the  old  Abbey  and  Palace  of  Holyrood,  with  the  intricate  enclosing  walls  surrounding  them, 
are  deserving  of  comparison  with  thu  more  authentic  view. 

1S73.— The  next  in  point  of  time  is  a  plan  engraved  on  woo<l  for  Holinshed's  Chronicles,  IA77,  and  believed 
to  be  the  same  that  is  referred  to  in  "  A  Survey  taken  of  the  Castle  and  towne  of  Edlnbrogh  in  Scotland,  by  vs 
Rowland  Johnson  and  John  Fleminge,  sorvantes  to  the  <j.  Ma"*,  by  the  comandenient  of  8'  William  Drury, 
Knighte,  Governor  of  Bcrwicke,  and  Mr  Henry  Killlgravo,  Her  Ma"  Embossailor."  The  view  in  this  is  from 
the  south,  but  it  is  chiefly  of  value  as  showing  the  position  of  the  bvsiogcra'  liattariea.  The  town  is  map|)e<l 
out  into  little  blocks  of  houses,  with  singular-looking  heroes  in  trunk  ho«e  interspersed  anionic  th»m,  tall 
enough  to  step  over  their  roofs  I  A  facsimile  of  this  illustrates  the  "  Journal  of  the  Siege,"  in  the  seiond 
volume  of  the  Bannatyne  Miscellany.  Of  the  snnie  date  is  a  curious  plan  of  the  C'astle,  mentioned  in  Blome- 
neld's  History  of  Norfolk  :— "  At  Bidlesworth  Hall,  Norfolk,  is  a  picture  of  Sir  William  Dniry,  Lord  Chief- 
Justice  of  Ireland,  1&79,  by  which  hangs  an  oM  plan  of  Edinburgh  Castle,  and  two  annics  before  it,  and  round 
it — Sir  William  Dnirtje,  Knt.,  Oeneral  of  tht  EmjliAe,  teanru  Sdinburght  Cattli  1S73."— (lough's  British 
Topography,  vol.  ii.  p.  667. 

1B80. — Another  map,  which  has  been  frequently  cngnved,  was  published  about  ISHO  in  Braun's  Civilalet 
Orbit,  "  Any  person,"  says  the  editor  of  the  Bannatyne  Bliscellany  (vol.  i.  p.  18ft),  "  who  is  acquainte<l  with 
the  localities  of  the  place  may  easily  perceive  that  this  plan  has  been  delineated  by  a  foreign  artist  from  the 
information  contained  in  the  printe<l  text,  and  not  from  any  actual  survey  or  sketch  ;  and  consequently  is  of 
little  interest  or  value."  The  some,  however,  might,  with  equal  propriety,  be  said  of  the  preceding  map,  which 
has  fully  as  many  errors  as  the  one  now  referred  to.  The  latter  is  certainly  much  too  correct,  according  to  the 
style  of  depiction  adopted  in  these  bird's-eye  maps,  to  admit  of  tlie  idea  of  its  being  drawn  from  description, 
though  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  may  have  been  made  up  from  others,  without  personal  survey.  It  affords 
some  interesting  points  of  comparison  with  that  of  1674. 
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ItMA.— Attout  thU  daU  Iwo  dniwlnip  of  Killnhur||h  dpiMar  lu  htvi  bran  iiumI*,  hom  which  •niiravinRt  wtn 
•iMUted  in  llolUnil.  From  Ihtir  liyU  ut  tlrawlriH,  It  U  tmMiliiiKljr  |inihiU«  lb«l  thty  u«  th*  wnrk  of  Onrilon 
o{  RothUmajr,  pravioui  lo  hli  Urg«  bInlVty*  vinw  from  th*  M)uth,  ilwriUil  in  lh»  n»«t  |MinM(n|>h.  Tlwy  an 
•ngnrwl  on  ont  Uir*  ihcat  of  cnpiMir,  forming  lunxi  narrow,  itanoramlc  vitwt,  aach  of  tb«m  intaauring  Hvcn 
and  a  half  inchn  lijr  twtnty-lwo  and  a  half  inchti,  within  th*  work  i  and  art  now  vary  ranljr  lo  b«  mat  with. 
The  lint  la  lnacrih«U,  Vania  Eoimx  r*ciM  MMihioHALta-  Tkt  /■roifiMl  «/  Ma  S<Mk  Sidt  tf  KdinhurgK  Th« 
imint  of  aight  appvara  to  Iw  towaida  Ht  I^nanl'a  Hill,  ilariot'a  ilnaplul  la  inthxlucad  withoul  Ihi  doma  of 
th*  canira  tower,  and  with  the  Urn*  towan  at  iha  angltt  eovami  with  aU»p-poinl«d  roofa,— •  rudt  reprManta- 
tion  aMnilngly  of  the  ng««  roufa  with  which  at  ImuI  two  of  them  were  orltiinally  aurmiiuntad.  (Vide  paga 
»ta)  Bealda  It  la  the  Old  (Irtyf^iara,  aa  it  then  atooil,  with  a  plain  ai|Uar«  tower  at  iU  weet  and.  But  Iha 
moat  conaplenoua  object  in  both  Tiewa  la  "  Tht  Tnm  Kirk,  wUk  tKi  Sittfit,'  aa  it  la  deaeribeil,  though  It  ciinalala 
only  of  the  aqiiare  tower,  flniahcd  with  a  plain  and  very  flat  aUnting  roof  i— an  object  which  anfllcaa  vary 
nearly  to  determine  the  data  of  the  drawing.  Th*  Nithtr  Ihw  SUtpU,  and  |A<  Ittfpli  n/  Canno-lMiiilh,  ara 
alan  Introduced  with  tolerable  accuracy.  The  Palace  la,  unfortunately,  very  rutlely  executed.  The  Abliay 
t'harch,  with  Ita  tower  and  apire,  and  Jamea  V.  Tower,  ara  the  only  purtiona  aliown,  and  neither  of  them  vary 
well  drawn,  A  wall  rune  fMm  the  Palace  along  the  Houlh  Hack  of  the  Canongate  to  the  C'owgata  Port,  pierceil 
with  amall  doon,  ami  entitled  Tht  Hack  Kntriu  to  Iht  Cannonjail. 

The  companion  view  from  the  Clalton  Hill  la  mtitleil  Vrrin  Kpim«  LATVa  HimMTiiioiiALl,  The  moat 
prominent  objecta  are  the  aane  aa  In  the  former.  Including  the  unflniahed  ateeple  of  the  Tron  Church,  In  both 
|A«  High  Kirk  lUtpU  la  very  Imperfectly  rendcnHl ;  IhoUKh,  Indeeil,  no  old  view  rendera  Ht  flilea'a  beautiful  crown 
tower  correctly,  Tkt  CcMli  Ckapptl  la  marked  in  Ixith  viewa  ;  and  In  the  latter,  both  It  and  the  larga  ancient 
church  on  the  north  alile  of  the  Orand  Parade,  form  the  moat  prominent  objecia  in  the  Caatle,  The  Pataca  la 
entirely  concealed  in  the  latter  view  j  and  In  lx)th  of  thvm  nn  attention  appenra  to  have  been  paid  to  any  detaila 
in  the  private  buiUlhiga  of  Ihv  town.  The  ropy  of  thcae  we  have  cxaniinttl,  and  the  only  one  we  have  ever  aecn 
la  In  thu  iwMcaaion  of  David  Lning,  Km\.    The  plate  baa  no  date  nr  engrnvcr'o  name, 

16-17,— Maitland  rcmarka  (Illnlory  of  Eiiinburxh,  p,  HO),  "  In  thiayear,  lfl47,  a  draught  or  view  of  Edinburgh 
being  made  by  Jainra  (tnnlon,  niiniater  of  Rothiemay,  by  onler  of  the  Common  Council,  they  ordered  the  aum 
of  Five  Hundred  Marka  to  Ihj  ]iaid  him  for  the  paina  and  trouble  he  had  l>een  at  In  making  the  aama.'  Thia 
view,  or  plan,  which  waa  rngmved  at  Amaterilam  by  De  Wit,  on  a  large  acale,  la  one  of  the  moat  accnrat*  and 
valuable  recorda  that  could  poaaibly  exiat  It  ia  a  bird'a-eye  vli-w  taken  from  a  aouth  point  of  eight,  and  meaaurea 
forty-one  and  a  quarter  inchea  long  by  aixteen  Inchea  broad.  The  public  bnildlnga  are  repreaented  with  great 
nilnuteneae  and  fidelity,  and  in  the  principal  atrceta  ainioet  every  houite  of  any  note  along  the  north  aide  may  be 
diatlngtiiahed.  A  very  careful  copy  of  tbia  woa  publiahrd  nt  London,  with  viewa  of  the  town  in  the  eomera  of 
the  plate,  early  in  tlio  fcillnwing  century,  "exactly  done  from  the  original  of  ye  fumona  D.  Wit,  by  And'.  John- 
aton,"  and  ia  dedicntetl  to  the  Hon,  Qcorge  Lockhart,  the  c«lebmte<l  politician,  better  known  aa  "  Union  Lockhart" 
Another  tolerably  accurate  facaimile  of  the  original  plan  waa  engraved  by  Kirkwood  on  the  aame  large  acale,  in  the 
|iroavnt  century  ;  but  the  plate  and  the  chief  ]H)rtion  of  the  impreaaiona  peH*be<l  in  the  (Jreat  Fire  of  I8S4,  tho  pre- 
nilaea  of  the  engraver  bring  at  that  time  In  the  Parliament  Square.  Oough  remorka,  in  hia  Topography  (vol  ii.  p. 
673),  "  The  Hev,  Mr  Janica  Gordon  of  Rotbirniay'a  plan  of  Edinburgh  baa  been  re-enginvwl  in  Holland,  but  not 
ao  accurately  aa  that  dune  from  biit  own  drawing,  in  vol,  xii,  of  Pii-re  Vauder  Aa'a  '  Uallcrie  agreable  du  Monde,'  a 
collection  of  plana,  viewa  of  towns,  Ac,  in  66  vola,  thin  folio,  at  Leyden." 

1660,— Anotlitr  rare  view  of  Edinburgh  from  the  aouth,  engraved  by  Rombout  Van  den  Hoyen,  appeara  to 
have  been  drown  almut  1 6fi<),  In  the  left  corner  of  the  aky  the  atma  of  Scotland  are  introduced,  not  very  accu- 
rately drawn  ;  a  flying  acroll  beam  the  name  Edgnlntrgnm,  and  almve  the  aky  la  the  Inacription  Edmhmgum  Cintat 
Scotia  eeltbtrima.  Two  mounted  figurea  are  introduceil  in  tlic  foreground,  riding  apparently  over  the  ridge  of 
Bt  Lconard'a  Hill,  ulong  the  oncient  Dumbiedykc'a  Road,  towarda  the  town.    The  date  of  the  view  iaaocertain- 
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•bU  tmm  Iha  Intnaliietlon  of  Iha  W»lKh-lii>iM  tiwiil*,  lUnmlUhml  hy  (!riimwii||  In  IKV\  ami  (h«  ililn  of  IIm 
Trnn  Churrh,  whirh  waa  enniplnlnil  «hiiiil  ItUlU,  «tthnni|)i  «h»  (liiiriih  wm  «i  Ur  wlr*nr»<|  in  lfU7  m  bi  In  naxi 
M  •  plif*  of  wonlil|>.  Tht  ilnlnii'tlon  of  ih*  i|nwt«r  (Ntrl  nf  iIm  unnUnt  PnUno  In  Ih*  fornitr  jrur,  •IToni* 
fiirthur  Rviiliinc*  nf  thia  vUw  iMvlnn  ham  lukan  «IhiiiI  (hut  |iarloi|,  m  It  U  rvprMHrntml  with  fonaliUmliU  an'iinM'y 
M  ll  atoial  pravloiu  In  tha  Hra.  Tha  north  g*nl»n  la  Ulil  out  in  Iha  fonn>tl  atyla  of  Iha  (Mrinil,  with  Qumn  Af>iry< 
AmA  varjr  wruntUljr  inlrwiili-ail  in  tha  tnilla  fnrmail  hy  two  of  Iha  tnrloaln)!  ipinlan  w»IU  ll  appaura  to  h*V« 
liMil  rniKTUVa)!  In  IIoIImkI,  ami  U  illualmtail  wilh  ■  lUnM  in  Iialln,  Dutch,  urnl  Fnnrh,  nnnaiatinu  of  •  vary  aaU> 
enmplManl  tolllnqny  of  Iha  kooiI  town  on  Ita  own  unrianl  ((lory,  A  lithntimphin  copy  of  Ihia  viaw  U  iieiiaalnnatly 
to  ha  mat  with, 

IflQS.— Tha  TniATmrM  HcnT«,  of  CiipUln  John  Hlenr,  wm  prlnlml  »l  I^omton  In  IIM.1.  Ila  viiita<l  thi* 
country  for  Ih*  flral  lima  In  IMO,  an  that  tha  ilrawtnt{a  of  tha  inlaraalinM  aariaa  of  Hcottiah  vlawa  puliliahail  hy  him 
illUal  hava  haan  niaiitt  iluriliK  Iha  intarvat  Iwtwaan  lhaai<  itaUra.  Thay  ar»  of  graat  valua,  hrinn  in  |(anaral  rary 
faillifiil  raprvHntationa  of  ilia  cbiaf  lowna  ami  innat  lni|iorlanl  Killlliwa  in  Hi'otlaml  at  that  |N<rio<l.  Much  curiuua 
Information  In  rcfaninra  to  Ilia  pM)(n-iw  of  thU  national  work  haa  Ihihu  wlactail  from  tha  mconU  In  Iha  (lanaral 
KrKiatar  llniiM,  anil  prinlml  In  Ihn  til  vol,  of  llin  llannutynii  Mi«'i<llany.  AmonK  Ihaaa,  tha  foliowluK  itania  of 
Ik*  (.'aplaln'a  account  uf  "  D«liunH>nM<nta  "  affonl  aomo  Inai^lil  Into  the  mial*  of  |{*ttl>>K  up  Ih*  vlawa  i— 


iMmillli.  For  hrlniflnx  ovar a  Painter,  liia  charKca  to  traval  from  fWo  to  pla>'«,  ami  fur 
drawing  Ihaaa  A7  ilruuiihla  containml  In  the  aalil  Thcalrum  tkotia,  al  H 
III),  itcrlln  p«r  draught,    ,..,.,.  , 

Itrm,  To  Mr  Whyte  at  Ixindun,  for  InKnivlnx  Ih*  aaiil  S7  draUKliU,  al  4  lib.  in 
•hilliniii  over  liaail,  ......  .  . 

Itcm,  To  .Mr  Wycka,  Iho  Uttall  paintor  at  Luiidon,  for  louchlnK  an.l  flllin)|  up  tbo 
•aid  57  dniUKbt*  with  littlo  flKum,  at  10  •hllllnKa  atcrlin  |i«r  piece,  Imla, 

Itrm,  Captain  Hlewr  hath  Iwan  at  a  conaidarable  loaa  by  18  plain  of  pMaiN-rUiiWhlch 

wer*  ■polled  In  Ilollanil,  aa  |i*rtty  appear*  by  a  contract  lietwixt  Doctor 
Hlbliald  and  Iha  aaid  Onptain,  dat«<l  anno  lOUl,  which  loaa  waa  at  leaat 
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In  the  early  edition  of  Hleier'a  view*  the  only  gfinnnil  Pntjuct  of  Kdinbur)|h  la  the  nnu  from  the  Denn .  Uiit 
the  view  of  the  Caatle  from  the  noulh  alao  inrludea  aome  lntareatln){  |iortinna  of  the  Old  Town,  and  lo  Iheaa 
another  view  of  the  Caatle  from  the  norlh-eoat  waa  afterwardi  aibled.  Four  different  cilitluna  of  the  Thrnlrum 
ficulia  are  deacriW  in  Oou|jb'a  Briliah  Topography,  and  a  fifth  edition  of  100  coplea  waa  publialied  at  F^linburKh 
in  1814,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Dr  Jamieann,  with  a  life  of  Hluter,  and  other  aildllional  matter,  and  illuttratml 
with  Impreaainna  from  th*  original  plaice,  which  an  ttill  in  eiiatenc*.  The  work  ia  lo  lie  met  with  in  moat  public 
Ubrariea,  and  afford*  some  curioua  view*  of  the  chief  town*  of  8colland,  a*  they  exiatcd  in  the  latter  end  of  tha 
Nveiiteenlh  century. 

1700. — Alwiit  thi*  date  ia  a  lar^^e  and  very  accurate  view  of  Edinburgh  from  tho  north,  which  ha*  Iwen 
engraved  more  than  once.  The  original  plate,  which  appeared  flrat  in  the  tliini  edition  of  Hleior**  Tbeulrum 
Scotin,  dedicated  to  tho  Manpiia  of  Aniiumlnle,  won  publialml  in  171H,  It  la  a  Ion,  view,  wilb  tbol'allon 
Hill  forming  the  foreground,  beyond  which  Trinity  Cullnj^e  Church  and  I'aul'*  Work  appear  on  one  aide, 
with  the  North  Loch  atretching  away  toward*  tlie  Well-houiH!  Tnwer.  Tlie  largo  ancient  chiiKh  of  lliu  Ciwtle, 
0*  well  a*  St  Margaret'*  Cliaiivl,  form  prominent  object*  in  the  Cimtle  ;  wliilo  in  tho  town  tbo  Nether  Ilow  I'nrl, 
the  old  High  School,  demoliabed  in  1777,  and  other*  of  tlic  ancient  fcutureH  nf  the  city,  arv  iutriHliiced  wilh  I'lm- 
aiden.' le  care  and  accuracy  of  detail.  The  whole  i*  engraved  with  great  apirit,  but  no  druftamaii'ii  or  engraver'* 
tiam>.  I*  attached  to  it.  Another  copy  of  the  aunie,  on  a  atill  larger  acule,  tbuugli  of  inferior  merit  a*  an  engraving, 
i*  dedicatol  to  Queen  Anne. 
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1741-  ()(  ihU  lUU  U  Rilt(M'«  mull  ■■(  Rllnburiih,  vukktmI  (i>t  MaIiImkI'*  llUlurjr  tif  KUlnlxiriili.  It  WM 
ilmwii  Itjr  Wllllum  KiIkhf,  »rcliU««l,  rtirlli«|<ur|i<Hi«u(lwlnii|<iilill»hiil<in«niH>'li  Uritfr  wal*  i  Imt  h* illwl  UfuN 
Ihl*  toalil  In  •ri'(>ni|ilUliril,  ahi'ii  It  wm  ri<rtuiiali>l7  riiKnivnl  Vj  Mitllliinil,  nn  ■  hdIk  •iilltrUntljr  Uikh  (it  riN 
funiM*  III  niiMi  III  lit  lUinlli.  It  laiirKmiil  vuluv  m  tn  uiunl*  tml  iriutwurthjf  gniuiHl-|il«iiiif  ibolly  •Imual 
bnmnlUlnljr  bufur*  lli*  xluiiiM  nf  iWlu  rufonii  Ugan  lo  niiKlify  lu  ancUnl  fMlur**.  A  rtrjr  WHiful  ciiiu|«iiliiii 
|i>  ihU  U  «  liirKii  niii|i,  "  liitliiillnu  ull  lU  Ulnl  liii|in>v>'iiii'iila,"  «iiil  iIhIUhIi'iI  In  l'rii«ial  KliUr  In  I7ua  It  cun- 
Uiiu  •  vnry  e  iiui|il«li'  n'r*f«nt'»  In  nil  llw  rluan  uihI  «)  ii<I«  hi  tli«  ( >I<1  Town,  niiuiy  nf  wbkh  hava  aiiM.*  ilUa|i|iMrwi, 
wblU  alUmlioiia  in  llm  iiuiim  nf  Ibnw  tt:*t  rfniniri  mlil  lu  Iba  v»lua  nf  Ibl*  ncunl  nftbalr  funiiai  iioiuaaolalura, 

1753.— A  a  mall  fiilin  |>Uli<  of  KlltiLiiriib  fniiii  lU«  imrib-wnl,  UurliiK  thia  lUU,  ia  >ii|{r*vai|  fruui  ■  ilmwlnf 
by  I'aiil  Hamlby.  It  »p|wara  In  baw  Writ  takan  fn>in  atHiiil  ilw  ill*  nf  CbarlulU  Hi|uani,  thnutih  tha  town  U 
H|ir«a«iita<l  at  a  KTralrr  illatanra.  Ila  iliiaf  valiia  ariara  fmiii  lb*  liUa  it  kI«**  "'  tha  aita  uf  Iba  Naw  Town,  euii> 
ilatltitf,  on  tha  ««at  alila  of  lb«  I'aalla,  whani  tba  Uitblaii  U<ia>t  baa  ainca  baaii  uiaila,  of  rornial  niwa uf  traaa,  autl 
bajriiiiil  ihaiii  a  Kraal  tilatit  of  Kruuml  mnatly  Iwia  aiitl  iiiiviirliwil,  Old  Hi  (.'ulhbart'a  (.'burvb  U  Man  al  Iba 
foul  of  Iba  Caatla  rutk,  with  a  ai|Uan  canlral  luwar  aumiountail  by  a  biw  aiilra. 

In  IHt0  an  iiiHanlniu  ubi  |ibui  of  KillnburKh  anil  lU  anvlrona  waa  |iubllaha>l  by  Klrkwgwl,  oa  a  tarn* 
•■•la.  Ht  baa  taken  KtlKar  aa  bla  authority  for  tha  Ubl  Town  i  Houth  Uitb  from  a  aurvay  by  Wood  In 
1777  I  Iba  IntarvaninK  ||rounil,  iniluilinu  North  Lvlth  and  tha  lila  of  th«  Naw  Town  fnim  a  aurvay  mtiX*  In 
I7W,  by  John  Fvrwua  and  KnU-rt  Kobinanii ;  ami  tlw  aoiith  uf  KillnburKh,  Includinii  Iba  whola  iiruund  lo 
tba  I'ow  Hum,  fmni  aiiothar  niailu  tba  aaniv  yrar  by  John  Hiutl.  It  la  furthar  vniballtahad  with  a  radueail 
copy  of  tba  vlaw  of  lABI),  and  a  plan  of  Ijcitb  nioilu  lu  lOHI.  Tbii  nunica  of  nioal  of  tha  proprialun  of  Kidund 
am  glvvn  from  tliu  two  laal  aiirvi'ya,  IwlonKinK  to  tbt<  town,  and  tb«  wbula  foniia  a  tnlarably  complata  and 
ourioiia  I  'ford  of  tlin  iiritihlniiirbiaiil  of  IdliiiburKb  alwut  Ibn  niiddlu  of  thi<  piKbliM-nth  century, 

l)oU|(h  rrninrka,  in  bia  llrltinb  To|ii>Kni|>by,  with  refennco  tu  John  C'lrrk,  Kai|,  of  Kldin,— whuan  umatcur 
perform  an  (ca  with  the  attiblfiK  needle  arc  I'oveted  liy  mllarton  of  lii)Hi)(rapbiuil  illuatrationa,  on  account  of  their 
rarity,  a  few  iiiiprvaaiuna  only  baviiiK  been  priiilid  fur  private  dlatributUm,— "  I  nm  iiifomwd  ha  lnt«nda  lo  alch 
luniu  viewa  of  KilinlmrKb  nf  lar)(e  ulie,  bnvinK  niiule  amue  viry  accurate  drawiiiKa  fnr  that  piiriMMC,*  Two  of 
thcia,  at  I  eaal,  biive  lieen  etrbcd  un  narniw  platea,  about  fifteen  Inchca  \vn#.  tine  of  them,  a  view  from  tha  north, 
haa  Iiochend  and  I,i>Kaii  of  lUatttlriK'a  old  tower  in  the  fori'KTound  |  with  the  liiltiuU  i,  ('.,  and  the  dato  1774. 
The  other  ia  fmni  the  beail  of  the  Liiika,  with  Wrychtiaboiiaia'  iiiaiialoii  in  the  forvKmiind.  They  are  not,  how- 
aver,  ao  acuunitv  oa  (louKh— nr  more  probably  bla  Hcottlah  authurlty,  Mr  UenrKe  I'aton— bail  anticlpatviL 

To  tbia  Hat  we  may  nibl  ii  anutb  view  nf  Kiliiil'Ur(;b  I  ,v  Ilnllar,  cji  Iwoabeeta,  We  have  never  a««n  a  copy  of 
It,  nor  niut  with  any  perann  who  bua  acen  mure  than  one  of  the  aheeta,  now  at  L'ambriilKe.  It  U  very  rare,  haa 
no  date,  and  la  |>i'rha|ia,  after  all,  only  a  copy  nf  Onnlon'a  liinl'a-cye  view,  UiiUKh  nientiona  an  ancleni  drawing 
of  Kdiiiburfjb  prencrved  in  the  C'burter  Kihxii  nf  Heriol'a  llonplUil,  but  uo  auch  tlilnK  ia  now  known  to  eiiat, 
aUhou|{b  the  careful  reHcurcbea  uf  Dr  Htcven,  In  the  prvpontion  of  bia  Iliatory  of  the  Iloapital,  could  hardly  hava 
liilU-d  to  iliacnver  it,  bad  it  atill  remained  there. 

Of  modem  viiwa  the  Uat  ia  tlmt  drawn  by  W,  H,  Willloma,  or  ••  ho  la  more  frequently  atyled,  Oreclan 
WlUiama,  and  eiiKravcd  on  a  larKe  icale,  with  y,n»i  ability  and  toale,  by  William  Miller.  Il  ia  taken  from  the 
top  of  Artli  ur'a  Sent,  an  that  it  ]>artakca  uf  the  character  of  a  biid'a-eye  view,  with  all  tlie  beauty  of  correct  |ier- 
■peclivu  and  line  plctiirieul  efTect. 

A  rare  and  iiiteiealiiiK  print  puMiKbcil  In  ITM,  engraved  from  a  drawlnK  by  Paul  Sandby,  preaervei  a  view 
of  Lfitb  at  tlittt  iHTinil.  It  ia  taken  from  tli«  old  euat  road,  nnd,  owinx  to  tliu  nature  of  the  ground,  and  tbe  ilia 
of  the  town  Ixint;  cbielly  a  declivity  tnwiinU  tbe  river,  little  more  ia  accn  than  tbe  ncareat  rowa  of  houaea  and 
the  ateeple  nf  St  Marj'a  Cliurcb,  Tbe  rural  cbarucler  of  tbe  liei({bbouring  duwna,  however,  ia  curioua,  ai  well 
•a  a  alngiilar  looking  old-fuabioued  carriage,  which  funus  one  of  tbe  moat  prominent  objvcta  In  the  view. 


MfiMOft/AlS  Of  htUSHUKUM. 


III.  OlltriiCIIKH. 


TboH  t'HVIIiiN  — Th«  Tmii  I'httroh,  i>r  t'hrM**  (Itiinh  •!  Ida  IVm,  M  II  •kmilal  h*  m»r*  anffMltjf  Iw 

U  una  iif  Iwii  I'hiiruKa*  fminilxl  •Unit  iha  ywtr  lA  17,  In  •''■iwiM|u«iii'a  iif  w«nl  M  aufumniioUtloit  fur  Ida  i  IHom 
In  Ihi*  iilwaa  iif  «t<inlil|i  than  «iUllni(.  Thajr  |iriH'«Mi|n|  vaijr  •liiwly,  liii|i«i|>i|  tm  <|iiul>t  l>v  Iha  |i»lllli>*t  illaliir- 
bitiK'M  iif  tha  (NirliHl.  In  1)117  ilia  ('luir.'h  *l  Ilia  Tr<iii  wim  •»  fur  Mlvan^ail  *«  i>i  mlnill  •>(  lU  balntf  iiwil  fiir 
|iulill<i  wiir»lil|i,  lull  II  wM  iiiil  aiillraly  Hiilaliuil  nil  DHVi  On  Iha  froiil  nf  Ilia  liiwar,  ii«ar  Iha  ||ra«|  iliMirway, 
•  Ur|{i'  iirnnmahlikl  |i«nvl  lHi4r«  Iha  ulty  iinu«  In  dJlu  ntum>,  «n>l  l>una«lli   ihain  Ilia  ln«'rl|i«l<m  «lilM  H*Mo 

(IHKIITO  It  ■UULMIA  lAURAIIVNt  UIVM  lUINIU'RlliaaM,  *M*U   IMIN^MOUII.1.      NuNW  Maulinl   IwM    UaN   kIvMI 

(|ait(a  Ml)  iif  Iha  cliitn^aa  aHWUii  iin  Iha  aliuruh  In  o|ianln4  U|i  llia  xiiilliarn  aiipnata'haa  in  iha  ally,  In  Iha 
ya*r  17'lft.  Il  la  HnUbail  Inlariially  with  an  »|Mn  llniliar  T»if,  umiawhal  almlUr  lo  thai  In  Iha  I'arlUmanl 
lliHUa  I  bill  lla  affaut  baa  liaan  Kr><«lly  lni|i«lrwl  hy  Ilia  •hnrlanliin  ut  Iha  ahunih  whan  II  waa  ramwlallail  a>Ur> 
iwlly.  In  INt4  Iha  iilil  tl«>i|il»  wiu  ilaalmyml  liy  Hr»,  ll  w.ia  tiulll  a>'>'imlltm  lo  •  ilaalun  rn<|<ianlly  ra|H>*la4 
un  Ilia  |>ulill>i  InilUliitit  lhr<iii||h<ml  HmiUii'l  al  llial  |K>rl>Hl,  ImiI  iha  >'i«iii|>li'«  iif  whivh  ara  ra|il<lly  illM|i|iaarln|^ 
Old  Mt  Nlishnlaa'a  (,'hu^'h  tl  liallh  •lilt  iinMcrvaa  ilia  iiiiflvl  oil  a  •mall  aualw,  ainl  Iha  lowar  u(  tllaaKoW  ('ulla)|a 
la  liaarly  a  r^aiiiillH  of  ll.  Tlia  oil  lo«i<r  of  Ki  Miry'«  <'hiir>'h,  na  anuravwl  In  our  vlaw  of  II,  wa«  aiiolhar 
liiMirly  ilnillar,  Uiit  that  luw  liaan  alni'M  lukaii  ilowii :  ami  •  <laalrui'llva  Ar*  hiM  llila  yuar  iIkiiioIUIiuiI  aiiulhar 
•miliar  arvclion  ut  ilia  Town  Mall,  MnlllliKow,  Tliv  aila  i  hoai<n  for  iha  atroiiil  of  lh«  Iwu  rhiirvha^  projiuiml 
In  l<M7  w*a  Ilia  I'lMtla  lllll,  on  Ilia  Kroiin<l  uow  iHS'ii|ilinl  liy  lh«  llaaarvolr.  Til*  liuil<lln||uf  Iha  lallar  uhunh 
WM  earrlwl  to  •omialilanihl*  ailanl,  Ma|i|w«r«fromllonl<m'a  Vlaw  of  Itlinburiih,  ilmwii  •Iwut  Ian  y»«n  UUt  t 
bul  Iha  MaMlalraUia  iliwovarinK  liy  llinl  tlnix  Ihut  II  W4n  imifh  a.wlar  In  (irojuii  ihaii  to  liullil  •in'h  at|lA>'a^,  Ihay, 
•ci'urilliiK  lo  Arnut,  "|iiillc'l  ilown  tha  unlWiUhml  rlinnh  on  lliu  ('••U>t  llill,  ami  ani|iloyml  iha  matrriaU  In 
araftlnM  tha  Tmn."  Thar*  U  kikmI  rwuon,  howavar,  for  IwliavInK  thai  Arnot  U  niiat«li»n  In  thl«  Mrount  of  Ik* 
Inlarruptlon  of  tln'  formnr  l»iili|lni{.  ll  U  nm|iiaalion*bU,  •!  any  riit«,  Ihitt  at  no  |iarloil  •Inrn  thn  llafonuatlun 
ka*  lllll  uuiia  laal  Imvii  inmiifaalail  for  nill)(lou^  foiimUtlon^  «a  a|i|i«*n  lo  hava  |irHviillail  at  that  |Nirlo<l.  In 
10311,  Mcuhllnu  tu  Arnol,  DitvM  Macluilj,  m><n:liiint  hnrxma  of  Killnliiiri|h,  lafl  ihren  tliouaaiul  Itvu  hunilrwl 
mark',  or,  aa  In  tha  InvanUr  of  I'loua  Oonaiiona,  "  Imiil  nwrlia  yearly,  to  iiialntiiln  ai'ha|iUlii  In  Iha  Tron 
('hurt'h  of  Kiliii'  to  iiiak  Kiarvlao  «vi-ry  Humlity  from  M  to  M  in  tliu  niornliiK"  In  1047,  Uuly  V»aU'r  fouiiili>il 
tho  rhuri'h  that  la'an  hi'r  nitiiu'  ;  ami  in  DWiO,  Tlioiinia  MinmIIi-,  or  »•  ha  !•  atylinl  in  Hli-mr'a  Th«*triini  H<'ulla, 
Hir  Tboiiuw  MiKnlla  of  Hituhtviiliull,  lwi|tii'iitliiHl  the  aiim  of  twenty  thouwtml  inarka  to  tliii  Town  (.'uuniil,  iii 
Iriut,  for  bulliUnK  ■  vhurrh  In  Ilia  town,  ami  wliiuh,  aftar  varioua  pMjavla  for  ita  aiiiilicutlun  to  ililfarvnl  |iur- 
|MM««,  wa«  at  li'nt(tli  mmlu  uaa  of  for  iiroviillim  •  chiin'h  for  thi<  parlahioiH'ra  of  tho  CanonKatr,  on  Ihcir  I'Ji'itioh 
from  Ilulyrouil  Ablwy  liy  Jaiiiaa  VII.  in  IHH7.  Hiiuh  ilmia  not  avioii  to  Iw  a  |N'rioi|  wlivn  «  i-liiinh  which  lioil 
twin  in  pruKTMa  fur  yinu*,  nn>l,  m  woulil  apimar  from  (>onlun'«  Vlaw,  wiia  oilvancliiK  townhla  cniiiplatluii, 
would  Ih)  ilHllburatuly  Ii'VcIIutl  wllli  thu  Kroiiml,  from  tlia  clilHitultr  of  ruiaiiiK  tha  iiauvawry  fiimU.  Tim  fol- 
lowiii){  entry  in  thu  Iiivviitiir  of  I'ioua  Dountlima,  throwa  ii«w  litfht  both  on  Ihia  ami  im  llir  oliJi>ct  of  Mooillu'a 
bM|iiv»t :  "Tho'  Minlii)  li'I't  for  the  ri'-iMlyttiiu  lo  th»  Kirk  that  wa«  ihMwni'  iloiin  by  ilo'  Kn^lixh  in  iliv  Caatlu 

Hill  of  Kit'.  4<>,il<i*l  inerka, but  wimt  ia  iloiu'  y'iii  I  know  not."    Tbi-ru  ia  ivIiIimI  on  thv  niiir)(in  in  •  latar 

liaiiil,  a«i'uiin|{ly  timt  of  otil  Kolwrt  Mlliii-,  cina  Umi ;  "Tli«  Wi^a  built  tbu  Citnonifali'  Kirk  y'w'."  Knmi  thia 
it  ap|M-iin  that  tlic>  churi'li  on  tbi>  Caatlu  iltll  ahiiri'il  tlii'  'iiiiu  futu  aa  tbu  old  \Vi'i);hdiouat',  ila  luaturiala  li»vint( 
moat  prulmbly  Iwuii  cuiivurt«<l  into  ruluubta  for  (JrumMiH'a  urtiUury,  during  the  aiuxu  of  thu  Ciutlu,  for  wliiili 
purpoau  they  lay  very  uouronicntly  at  hand.  In  thu  yuur  11173,  a  Iwll,  which  ciwt  UW)  murk*  aiul  H  •lillliiiKa 
tkuta,  woa  hun^  up  in  thu  atcuplu,  and  continiiud  wuckly  to  aiinuiion  th«  iHtriablonura  to  chunh  till  thu  (Irvut 
Firu  of  lH:i4,  wliun,  after  hiin|;iiiK  till  it  woa  |>urtly  niultud  by  ll"'  Ix'ut,  it  full  with  a  truinviidoiia  cruah  aniuiit{ 
tha  bUuiug  ruitu  uf  tlitt  itooplu.     Portion*  of  it  wura  aflnrwuiila  ma<lu  Into  i|uaii'ha  and  other  ainiilur  munioriaU 


AfPihDIX, 


IINM  IMiI  ftllMII'xIr  ')».;      ii^ihI  III  tlml       f  lh«    W«t|i|ll   IlilUM 

Tlw  l»<|M '  "'    I  ii  '/MM  Miimllti  •|>|i«itn  III  hit««  I'liat  lU  triwI'M  niiiw  llllU  vnnKurn  m  In  tlnw  In  iIU^im  nf 

II,  tbw  jrMi»  iiixiiiK  4ull|ivi|  III  »|ffi.|  *iir)i  rwlli  Hi  I  Imhh**  Mil  Ihii  IiUm  uf  llw  >t«lii  I'mintll  m  In  iIii>  'Haxh 

•anumnwiiUll «|iilr<»l  liy  ihn  i-llliwiM,     riiinUlnlMll  rxunla  Ih  IiMI  («iiL  I.  |>.  lAil),  "Tlw  Tnon  nf  RiUii< 

biiriik  iilitiilii  411  w  I  itnaiil  riiniiiiw  MiNnha'a  l«uit<')r  «Mi|  Ht<iflin>«lliin  III  lh«in  nl  |ii,iait  mark',  Ihitt  In  r«i|Mil 
lllajr  kav*  III!  IIM  fiir  «vtiiir>  li  '»hi>  It  mm  ilia  anil  wharain  tw  lUai.  ii-il  lli,  lliitl  ihaiafnni  Ihay  hiIkIiI  Iw  alluwail  bi 
iMVMt  Ik*  •«•«•  luMiNia  utiiar  |iHbll«  wutk.   TIm  AiUi'Im  Mil  t'urlUiiiant  rai iwiwUI  Iha  Town  bi  iIm  l*Hv)r 

L'mUmIIi  III  we  ilia  will  itif  Ilia  ilafuiwit  fulAllwl  M  naiir  M  tiiulil  lia  ,  Kir  II  I'lilllaa  naitr  In  IlM'rllaiia  lu  Inirart  • 
yhMW  liuniilMiin.  Tkn  Tn«ii  nlhn  in  lHi)r  Kllli  II  •  |M«I  III  llalU  III  liiMt|(  III  Ml  )>lta'«  Hla«|iU,  In  rlntf  IMUaU*ll]r 
Mni  In  wwni  In  I'liurill,  Mul  In  liiilM  *  TuHmhiIIi  nUiirii  llw  Waal  I'url  nf  tii|lnlHir)(h,  Mul  tn  |hiI  ThiiMM 
Miiwila'a  niMIMi  anil  •mw  lliatonn.  Hnma  lliniiuhl  II  Iwlfar  In  nwlla  ll  *  all|wiiil  in  Iha  \sAl  VaaUr'a  Kirki  uf 
lu  •  mlnUiar  In  |i>«iitli  In  til  Ilia  |irlaiinar»  in  Ilia  < '»iiniin*la  «iii|  Killnliiiriili  TmIIh>i||w,  hiuI  nl  Iha  I'nrrMllun- 
h<iiM«,  MmimUjt  *ImiuI."  In  llw  rainnia  »(  iha  I'rivy  I'minvll,  M*jr  lA,  I(Mm,  whan  Miaalla'i  liw|iiaal  wm  Anallf 
•|ilvrn|>rl*Uil  Inwtrila  |in>vlitinK  lh«  ajai'lail  lmr||h«ra  nf  l'itnnii||«la  wllh  •  I'mlah  Chunh,  ll  »|i|wiir*  lh*l  lk« 
•iMiiwI  liilnrMl  uf  ll  IuhI  Iiouu  •|i|im|ifUlail  in  lb«  |Ki)tni«iil  nflha  IIUhn|i  nf  KallnliurKh'a  bniiM  nnl.  (Kuuiii 
taiulMira  Ihiiilalnna,  «nl.  I.  |i.  IMlA  )  Tlia  •ritw  nf  MiaaUa  iinw  fnrni  «  |irnmlnaiil  nrimiiivnl  nn  Iha  fmnl  uf  iha 
l'iuiuii||iita  I'hup h.  In  Ilia  yaalry  *n  uUvitllun  uf  Iha  iliiiri:li  la  iirvaurvail,  ImvliiM  *  ali't'iila  itlUiln  I  In  lla  auiilk 
Ihml  t  bill  tka  fumU  whlt^h  liwl  li««ii  rulawl  fui  tliia  nriiMiwnUl  aililUliin  w«r«  *|i|im|irlitltil  lu  Imlhl  Iha  C'liaiwl 
nf  KaM  al  Iha  ha«l  uf  Naw  Hlr*«l. 


I<*|>«  YMTili'a  ('huiu'M.— Tlia  liivaiilar  uf  rinua  OniMlinna  afi|i«niU  In  a  tntig  Hat  nf  |ilniia  mar((^iii(tua4  tiy 

lanly  Yaalar,  a  Hutimtlnuii'al  ali«l<'.li,  which  w»  vnrraci  aii>l  <uiii|ilal«  fmiit  Wmal,  who  thua  ilaat  rlliaa  Iha  ai't'la- 

•U«ll>'«l  url||in  uf  III*  liulhlaii  family  :— "  Mark  Kef,  aaviHul  aun  uf  Mir  Amlraw  Kar  uf  tVaafurili  antarliiK  Into 

kuly  nplara,  waa  |irnnMit4i<l  hi  lA-MI  tn  llin  illKnily  nf  Alilml  nf  Nvwlmllln  i  wlilih  alaiiuii  |i«  [niaayaaail  al  lh« 

Hafuriuallnii,  llVti),  whan  ha  rviiniiiicwl  the  iimrvaMnii  nf  l'n|i«ry,  ami  hahl  liU  iMnallt:*  In  cniniiiauilaiii.  ,  ,  ,  . 

lia  niarrlwl  liaily  lUlan  l.aaly,  tvcnlnl  •laiiMhtar  uf  (lvnr||a  fuiirth  Karl  uf  Hnlhaa,  aiiU  liy  bar  hail  laaua, 

Marii.     On  ttin  ilaath  uf  hia  fiilhar  In  lAit,  iliu  (.'iiiiinivniUl«nbl|i  uf  NawliuUU,  tn  whUh  iha  UtUr  bail  IwaB 

|itu«iili-il  by  (jiiarn  Mary  lu    I'i*l7|  waa  nililti'il  In  hint  l>y    b'ttvra  iiiuUr  Ilia  (Inat  Hval  ;  ami   ha  waa  alao 

a|i|iuintail  niitt  nf  tlw  •drunrillii'iry  Uinla  u(  HvaainU  Ih  bla  fiithcr'a  iiliui',  lllth   Nuvaniliar  lAM.      lla  hail  tha 

laiula  nf  NvwIiullU  ano^tail  liitn  a  Uinny,  with  Ilia  tltU  uf  a  UaruMi  Iptlh  July  IM7|"  Ac.     Thia  waa  tlta  falhar 

uf  Ijwty  Vtmli'i',  n(  wlinin  tha  fnUnwIiiK  aucuiiiil  a|i|Hiara  In  tha  /nvtnlur:  "Tha  a'  l>umii  Marifarat  Kar  waa 

Iha  alilaat  [lli«  tliiril|  lUuKlitrr  nf  Murk  t 'nniriieinliilnr  uf  NuwIhiIiIi',  niumf  tlm  lu/uf  cuuiicil  ami  aaaalun,  yraftar 

K.  nf  iMhIuii.,  |>riK'rviit  Iwtwlit  bliii  ami  |Mar)(ari'l|  Matwvll,  a  iLiughUr  uf  Ju.  In/  tli'rrlvs.      lu  hrr  yuuiiu 

yrara  ahv  waa  lat  nurriwl  l«  Ja.  l<n.  May  uf  Yvalvr,  aiul  by  bar  wlav  ami  vvrtuuua  ynvamniant,  aba  waa  iiiual 

liutruiiii'iital  111  iirvavrviiiK  ami  iiii|>ruvlii)(  uf  tliv  a'  i<atitli'.     Ily  blin  aba  liwl  twn  aniu,  Jn,  lu/  Hay  uf  Yvatar, 

yniftvr  K.  uf  Twi'vibilv,  ami  Kir  Wni.  Iicr  idl  ami,  fur  wlinin  aim  |iurtbiia<'il  tliu  Uarruuv  uf  Lln|ilani,  Ac.    Tha  a* 

Daiitu  Margiaivt  Ki'r  IwvIiik  livi'il  nutiiy  yuan  u  wliluw,  aba  luarrli'il  Hir  Amirvw  K«r,  yuiiuKar  uf  Kuniyhlnt, 

aiul  uriKUCwl  bla  fathur  lu  Ihi  iiiiulu  l.n,  JinlliurKli.     UcaliU'a  tha  luaiiy  llanlvna,  llullilluita,  I'urka,  luaUa  b«  bar 

In  all  |il«u«a  IwlungiuK  tn  hrr  bualiunil,  in  itury  |Niruuh  i|r  vllhur  uf  hvr  huaUimla  hml  niuimy-ntuta,  aba  aractail 

ami  built  IIua|iitiiU  ami  acluHila."     Aflvr  thla  fulluwa  thi>  llat,  which  la  altuKvthur  auriirialliK,  aa avIUalica  uf  con> 

lluui'il  munillcciu'u  ami  laiiivvnlciit  piaty  ;  aiimiiK  which  aru  tliu  rulluwiiiK  itviiu  :  — 

"  Tuwarila  thu  liuililin)(  uf  thu  Tuwn  [Trun  (|  Kirk  uf  lUllii'.,  ahu  niftvil  Kui)  ui. 

"  HUu  built  au  kirk  neat  tha  Ul|jb  Hchuul  In  K>l'.,  ami  iHtatuwuit  tuwunl  thu  bullilln|{  y'uf  XIMK),  with  IHXX) 
ui.  fut  tbu  uau  uf  tha  miulatvr  u(  thu  a'  chunb,  ami  u  littlu  Ijt'lurv  hisr  death  cuuavtl  juyna  y'tu  au  litlla  libi  fur 
tha  WW  uf  tbu  uiliiUtur,  i|'  ahu  llaa  luturruil,  with  an  tniiili  In  thu  wall,  with  thla  luacripllun  :— 
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"  lU  DMdlwM  to  erect  a  mubla  Tomb : 
The  (litiljr  braiul,  that  (or  tke  hungrj  wooib, 
Ami  bread  o(  Ufa  tby  bounty  hath  provided. 

For  hungry  eoula,  all  timet  to  be  divided ;  • 

World'laating  monumente  ihall  reare, 
That  ebnll  endure  till  Chriat  h<mti>l(  appear. 
Poe'd  waa  thy  life  j  prepar'd  tby  bappy  end  ; 
Nothing  in  either  waa  without  cumuieud, 
Let  it  be  the  oare  of  all  who  live  hereafter, 
T»  live  and  die  like  Margaret  Lady  Yeater  : 

Who  died  16  Marah  1647.    Her  age  76." 

Tke  old  Lady  Yeater'a  Church  built  in  1644,  stood  at  the  comer  of  the  Hit;h  School  Wynd,  surrounded  by 
%  churchyard.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  flimsy  character  of  modem  ecclesiastical  ediAcea,  as  well  aa  the  littlo  venera- 
tion they  excited  in  tke  minds  of  the  wonkippets,  that  tins  church  has  already  disappeared,  and  been  rebuilt 
considerably  to  tke  westward,  in  a  very  strange  and  nondescript  style  of  architecture.  Tke  tomb  of  the  foun- 
dress, and  a  tablet  recording  her  good  works,  are  both  Kbuilt  in  tke  New  Church,  and  we  presume  her  body 
has  also  been  removed  to  tke  new  "  miniiter's  little  isle." 


IV.  CORPORATION  AND  MASONIC  HALLS. 

Candleiiakers.— The  Hull  of  thin  ancient  Corporation  still  stands  at  the  Cnndlemakcr  Row,  with  the  amis 
of  the  Craft  boldly  cut  over  the  doorway  on  a  lur^.!  panel,  and  bencatli,  their  appropriate  motto.  Omnia  mani- 
Jttta  luct.  Internally,  however,  tke  hall  is  snbdividcd  into  sundry  small  apartments  ;  muck  more  circumscrilied 
accommodation  sufficing  for  the  assembly  of  the  fraternity  in  these  days  of  gaslight  and  reform.  Tke  Cuiidle- 
makers  of  Edinburgk  were  incorporated  by  virtue  of  a  Seal  of  C'ause  granted  tkem  in  1017,  wkcrein  it  is 
required  "Tkat  na  maner  of  Man  nor  Woman  occupy  tke  said  Craft,  us  to  Im!  ane  Maistvr,  and  to  set  up  Buit, 
bot  gif  ke  be  ane  Freman,  or  ells  an  Freman's  Wyfe  of  tke  said  Craft,  alluncrlie  ;  niid  ({ukon  tkay  set  up  Buit, 
tkay  sail  pay  to  Sanct  Qeil's  Wark,  kalf  a  mark  of  sylvcr,  and  to  tke  Re]>amtioun,  bylding  and  uphnlding  of  Ike 
Lickt  of  ony  misterfull  Alter  witkin  t!ie  College  Kirk  of  Sanct  Qeils,  qnkuir  the  said  Deykiii  and  Craftismen 
thinks  maist  neidfull,  and  half  ane  Mark  by  and  quhiU  the  xnid  Craftismen  be  fumist  of  nnc  Alter  of  tliair 
awin.  And  in  lykwayis,  ilk  Maister  and  Occupiar  of  the  said  Craft,  sail,  in  the  Honour  of  Almicktie  Qod,  and 
of  kis  blessit  Motkcr,  Sanct  Marie,  and  of  our  Putroun,  Sanct  Qcill,  and  of  all  Sanctis  of  Heaven,  sail  gif  zcirlie 
to  tke  kelping  and  furtkering  of  ony  guid  Reparatioun,  eitker  of  Lickt  or  ony  otker  neidfull  wark  till  ony  Alter 
situate  witkin  the  CoIIi'gc  Kirk,  maist  neidfull.  Ten  Shillings  ;  and  to  lie  gaderit  l>e  tke  Deykin  of  tke  said 
Craft,  ay  and  qukill  tkay  1>e  provydit  of  an  Alter  to  tliamesellBs  ;  and  ke  tkat  disobeis  tke  same,  the  Deykin 
and  the  Leif  of  the  Croft  sail  poynd  with  ane  Otiiciar  of  tke  Toun,  and  gar  kiui  pay  wulz  to  oure  Lady's  Alter, 
qukill  tkay  get  an  Alter  of  tliair  awin.  And  tkat  naiie  of  tke  said  Craftismen  send  ony  Lads,  Boyis,  or  Servands, 
oppinlie  U|ioun  tke  Ilie-gaitt  witk  ony  Candill,  to  roup  or  to  sell  in  playne  Streitcs,  under  tke  payne  of  esckeiting 
of  tke  Candill,  paying  ane  piind  of  walx  to  ourc  Lady's  Alter,  tke  first  fait,"  &c.  It  docs  not  appear  wketker 
or  not  tke  Craft  ever  founded  an  altar  or  adopted  a  patron  snint  of  tkeir  own,  liefure  tke  new  liyht  of  tke  Rc- 
formeni  of  tke  Congregation  put  an  end  to  the  wkole  system  of  candle-gifts  and  forfeits  to  tke  altars  of  3t  Uiles's 
Church.  The  venerable  fraternity  of  Candle. "..kers  still  exists,  no  unworthy  sample  of  a  close  corporation. 
Tke  number  of  its  members  amounts  to  thru,  wko  annually  meet  for  tke  purpose  of  electing  tke  office-bearers 
of  tke  corporation,  and  distributing  equitably  tke  salaries  and  otker  perquisites  accming  to  them  Irom  iii  funds 
in  return  for  tkeir  onerous  duties ! 
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Tailors.— The  Cor])onition  nf  Tailon,  a  more  anciunt  fraturnity,  claiming,  indeed,  as  their  founder  the  lint 
■titchcT  of  flu-leaf  apronii,  ur,  according  to  tlio  old  Qenora  Bihiv,  of  breecha,  in  the  pluinii  of  Menopotamia, — 
appear  to  have  hnd  an  nitar  in  St  Oilea'a  Church,  iltKlicattnl  to  tlicir  patron  aaint,  St  Ann,  at  the  date  of  their 
Heal  of  CaUM,  A.D.  IMK).  In  1SS4,  Robert,  Comniendiitor  of  Alilxiy  of  Ilolyrood,  gmnta  to  "  ye  Tailiour  crawft 
witiiin  our  mid  Brwcht  of  the  cannogait  of  our  aaid  Abliay,"  Lettcn  of  Incorporation,  which  ipecially  provide 
for  "  augmentation  of  diuino  •ernieo  at  ane  altar  biggit  within  our  mid  Abtmy,  quhair  Sanct  An,  thair  patrone 
now  standa."    So  that  thin  taint  appear*  to  have  been  the  adopted  patronewi  of  the  Craft  in  general. 

Tliough  the  flne  old  hall  in  the  Cowgnte  has  long  been  abandoned  by  thi*  Corporation,  they  atill  exiat  aa  a 
body,  and  had  a  place  of  meeting  in  Camibber'a  Cloee,  one  of  the  chief  omamenti  of  which  wa*  an  autograph 
letter  of  Jimei  VI.,-addrva(vd  to  the  Tailon  of  Edinburgh,  which  hung  framed  and  glated  over  the  old  fire- 
place. St  Magdalene'a  Chapel,  and  the  modem  Mary'a  Chapel  in  Bell's  Wynd,  form  the  chief  halla  of  the 
remaining  Corporatlona  of  Edinburgh,  that  have  long  survived  all  the  purposes  fur  which  they  were  originally 
chartere<l  and  incorporated, 

FRKEMADONa. — Probably  in  no  city  in  the  world  have  the  brotherhood  of  the  mystic  tie  more  lealoualy 
revived  their  ancient  secret  fraternisation  than  they  did  in  Edinburgh  during  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
hereditary  office  of  grand-master  which  had  been  granted  by  James  II.  to  William  St  Clair  of  Roalin,  and  to 
his  hein  and  successors  in  the  barony  of  Roslin,  was  than  about  to  expire  with  the  last  of  that  old  line.  In 
1736,  William  St  Claii  of  Roalin,  the  lost  hereditary  grand-master,  intimafod  to  a  cliapter  of  the  Canongata 
Kilwinning  Lodge  his  intention  of  resigning  his  office  into  the  hands  of  the  Scottisli  brotherhood,  in  order  that 
the  office  he  inherited  might  be  peq)etuated  by  free  election.  The  consequence  was  the  assembly  in  Edin- 
bui^h,  on  the  ensuing  St  Andrew's  Day,  of  a  rcprceentative  assembly,  consisting  of  deputies  elected  by  all  the 
Scottish  lodges,  and  thus  was  constituted  The  Gmnd  Lodge  of  Scotland,  The  Scottish  lodges  took  precedence 
according  to  seniority :  the  Kilwinning  Lodge  atanding  foremost,  and  next  in  order  the  indent  Edinburgh 
Lodge  of  St  Mary,  the  Canongate  Kilwinning  Lwlgf,  and  after  it  the  Lodge  of  Perth  and  Scone,  the  more 
ancient  seat  of  the  Scottish  government.  Their  lodge  balls  are  to  lie  found  in  various  quarters  of  the  town 
Among  the  antiquities  of  C.  K.  Sharpe,  Esq,,  is  a  finely  carved  oak  door  of  a  small  press  or  ambry,  having  a 
figure  of  the  Virgin  carved  in  low  relief  on  the  panel,  which  belonged  to  one  of  the  lodges.  In  the  hall  of  St 
David's  Lodge  in  Hyndfonl's  Close,  n  still  more  venerable  antique  used  to  bo  shown, — an  original  portrait  of 
King  Solomon,  {minted  for  the  first  Urand  Lodge,  at  the  founding  of  the  order,  while  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem 
'  vas  in  progress  I  We  understand,  however,  that  some  of  the  brethren  entertain  doubts  of  its  being  jiiite  to  old, 
though  one  venerable  octagenarian  answered  our  inquirioa  by  an  ancient  legend  of  the  burgh,  which  bears  that 
certain  of  the  Town  Quant  of  Edinburgh  were  present  in  Jerusalem  at  the  Crucifixion,  and  carried  off  this 
veritable  portrait  from  the  Temple  during  the  commotions  that  ensued  ;  ail  which  the  reader  will  receive  and 
believe  as  a  genuine  old  Edinburgh  tradition  I 

The  most  characteristic  feature,  however,  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Edinburgh,  was  the  Roman  Eagle 
Lodge.  Tliera  was  at  the  pcriixl  of  Robert  Bums's  first  visit  to  Edinburgh  about  a  dozen  different  masonic 
lodges  assembling  in  Edinburgh,  wherein  noblemen,  judges,  grave  professors,  and  learned  divines,  lawyers,  and 
Bcliolara  of  all  sorts,  mixed  with  the  brotherhood  in  decorous  fraternisation  and  equality.  It  was,  perhaps,  from 
an  idea  of  creating  witliin  the  masonic  republic  a  scholarly  aristocracy,  that  should  preserve  for  their  own 
exclusive  enjoyment  one  lodge  of  the  fraternity,  without  infringing  on  the  equality  of  rights  in  the  order,  thot 
the  Roman  Haglt  Lodgt  was  foundctl,  at  whose  meetings  no  language  but  Latin  was  allowed  to  be  spoken.  It 
was  established,  we  believe,  in  the  year  1780,  by  the  celebrated  and  eccentric  Dr  Brown,  author  of  £lfinenla 
Medkina,  and  founder  of  what  is  termed  the  Brunonian  System  in  medicine.  It  affords  no  very  flattering 
picture  of  Edinburgh  society  at  that  period,  to  learn  that  this  clnsjic  fraternity  owed  its  dissolution  to  the 
excesses  of  its  members,  wherein  they  far  surpassed  their  brethren— not  altogether  famous  as  patterns  of  tem- 
perance.   The  Roman  Eagle  Hall,  in  Brodie's  Close,  still  bean  the  name  of  the  learned  brotherhood. 
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V.  WRYCHTISH0USI8. 


Im  the  description  attached  to  a  view  of  Wrichtiihotuia,  in  "  An  elegant  collection  of  intereating  viewi  in 
Scotland,"  printed  by  Oliver  A  Co.,  Nether  Bow,  1802,  the  western  wing  ia  described  as  the  moat  ancient  part  of 
the  edifice,  while  the  eastern  wing  is  affirmed  to  have  lieen  built  in  the  reign  of  King  Robert  III.,  and  the  centre 
range  connecting  the  two  in  that  of  James  VI,  There  was  probably,  however,  no  other  authority  for  this  than 
the  dates  and  armorial  bearings,  the  whole  of  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  work  of  the  latter  monarch's  reign. 
Amot  furnishes  the  very  laconic  account  of  it,  that  it  is  said  to  have  been  built  for  the  reception  of  a  mistress 
of  King  James  IV,  That  it  was  built  for  such  a  purpo!<e  cannot  admit  of  any  credit ;  but  it  is  ])osHible  that  that 
gay  and  gallant  monarch  may  have  entertained  special  favour  for  some  of  the  fair  scions  of  the  old  Napier 
stock. 

Allusion  is  made  in  a  foot-note,  on  ]iage  3S1,  to  "  The  History  of  the  Partition  of  the  Lennox ; "  we  find, 
however,  that  the  author  had  not  only  pointed  nut  the  shields  of  the  Merchiston  and  Wrychtishousis  Napiers  on 
the  old  tomb  at  St  Qilca's,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Napiers  of  Merchiston,  but  we  believe  he  was  the  first  to  detect 
that  the  bearings  on  one  of  these  shields  was  the  Wrychtishousis  arms,  and  not  those  of  Scott  of  Thirlestane,  as 
they  had  previously  been  presumed  to  be  ;  these  two  families  having  been  uiiiteil  in  the  person  of  Francis  fifth 
Lord  Napier,  son  of  the  Baroness  Napier  and  Sir  William  Scott,  Bart,  of  Thirlestane.  These  arms,  placed 
above  the  tablet  marking  the  tomb  of  the  Napier  family,  on  the  north  wall  of  the  choir  of  St  Giles's  Church, 
were  removed,  in  the  recent  alterations,  from  the  interior  of  the  church,  where  they  formerly  stood  above  an 
altar-tomb,  underneath  the  same  window,  on  the  outside  of  which  the  tablet  was  placed,  Tlicre  is  no  reason 
for  believing  them  to  be  of  the  same  date.    The  style  of  ornament  round  the  border  of  the  tablet  can  hardly  be 
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•M{giM4  to  Ml  twUtr  nign  ttuu  that  of  Judm  VI.,  wUlt  th*  ihap*  of  th«  •bi«ld«  indlettM  •  much  men  tmdoU 
•n. 

We  M«  indtbUd  to  Charlei  Kirkpatrick  Rharpe,  Eiq.,  for  the  above  •pirited  etching  of  WrjrchtiihoiuU,  u 
Men  ttom  the  eoulh-weit  The  princii«l  front  of  the  buiMlng  wm  to  the  north-e»»t,  and  the  old  tower,  which 
had  formed  the  nudeue  of  thU  pictureeque  edifice,  awl  wai  the  meet  prominent  feature  in  the  front  view,  i«  leen 
hare  riling  above  iti  rool^ 


VI.  POBTEOUS  MOB. 

A  riBT  curioui  alluilon  to  the  Porteoiu  Mob  occun  in  the  defence  of  the  celebrated  Home  Tooke,  on  hia 
trial  for  libel,  in  1777.  The  judge  l)efore  whom  he  pled  hii  own  cauae  wai  the  Earl  of  Manafleld,  whoie  tenricee 
were  engaged  on  behalf  of  the  intereste  of  the  Scottiah  capital,  at  the  time  when  it  wa«  sought  to  iubject  both 
it  and  and  it«  magiitracy  to  ignomiuioui  palna  and  penaltlei,  in  order  to  gratify  the  indignant  Queen  Caroline, 
whoee  unwonted  power*  at  Regent  had  been  insulted  by  the  deed  of  the  rioters,  which  set  her  royal  pardon  at 
naught  Lord  Mansfield  must  have  known  whatever  could  be  communicated  to  one  of  the  council  for  the 
defence  of  Edinburgh  and  its  ancient  rights,  and  knowing  this.  Home  Tooke  addresses  him  :— "  I  shall  not 
trouble  you  to  repeat  the  particulan  of  the  affair  of  Captain  Porteous  at  Edinburgh.  These  gentlemen  are  so 
little  pleased  with  military  execution  upon  themselves^  that  Porteous  was  charged  by  them  with  murder,  he  waa 
prosecuted,  convicted,  and  when  he  was  reprieved  after  sentence,  the  people  of  the  town  executed  that  man 
themselves,  so  little  did  they  approve  of  military  execution.  Now,  gentlemen,  ihtn  an  <A  lhi$  mamtnt  ptoph 
ofnputation,  living  in  crtdit,  making  fortunu  under  tht  Crown,  who  vtrt  eoncemed  in  that  very  fact — vho  vert 
eoneemed  in  th*  exteution  of  PorUoui.  I  do  not  speak  it  to  censure  them  ;  for,  however  irregular  the  act,  my 
mind  approves  of  it" — "  Trial  of  ^  ;hn  Home,  Esq.,  for  a  libel,  before  the  Right  Hon.  William  Earl  of  Mans- 
field, in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  4th  July  1777."  The  libel  for  which  he  was  tried,  was  a  vehement  attack 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Ministry  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  American  war.  The  verdict  involved  him  both  in  a 
tedious  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  /200.  It  can  hardly,  therefore,  be  supposed  that  the  defendant  would 
unadvisedly  risk  such  a  statement,  so  that  it  affords  a  singular  corroboration  of  the  traditions  that  represent  the 
higher  classes  to  have  furnished  the  chief  leaden  in  the  Porteous  Mob.  We  have  been  told  by  an  old  citiien 
that  Lord  Mansfield  waa  himself  afiSrmed  to  have  been  among  the  rioter*  on  the  night  of  Porteous's  execution ; 
but  that  ia  exceedingly  improbable,  as  he  had  then  been  practising  for  five  years  at  the  English  Bar. 


VIL  "  LADY  ANN  BOTHWELL'S  LAMENT." 

Thi  account  of  the  heroine  of  this  beautiful  ballad  given  in  the  text  (page  287)  is  incorrect  In  "The 
Scottish  Ballads,"  p.  133,  it  is  remarked :— "  The  editor,  by  the  assistance  of  a  valued  antiquarian  friend,  is 
enabled  now  to  lay  a  true  and  certain  history  of  the  heroine  before  the  public.  '  Lady  Ann  Bothwell,'  was 
no  other  than  the  Honourable  Anna  Bothwell,  sister  of  Bothwell  Bishop  of  Orkney,  at  the  Reformation,  but 
who  was  afterwards  raised  to  a  temporal  peerage  under  the  title  of  Lord  Holyroodhouse."  As  this  account  is 
necessarily  wrong,  since  it  was  not  the  Bishop,  but  his  eldestson  John,  whowa>  created  Lord  Holyroodhouse,  Lady 
Ann  has  been  described  in  the  text  as  the  daughter  of  the  latter.    The  following,  however,  is  the  trae  narrative, 
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which  originally  •ppearcil  in  •  note  to  "Th«  IIouMthoM  Book  of  Lwly  Marie  Htowart,  Counteae  of  Mar"^ 
a  work  now  of  great  rarity,  only  a  very  lumll  edition  having  been  printnJ.  It  wa*  eiilted  by  Charlee  Klrk> 
Patrick  Sbarpe,  Eiq.  There  i>  no  date  to  it,  but  we  are  infurnied  by  the  editor  that  it  wa*  publithed  in  1B14. 
It  ii  a*  an  illiutration  of  the  following  entry  of  Ut  Septeinlmr  1640.  (Page  43)  :— "  The  Comptar  crave* 
allowance  of  two  nighti  chargei,  being  aent  to  waitt  upon  the  huriall  uf  Col.  Alexander,  hli  eorpe,  which  wu 
buried  before  he  came  att  Tyninghami-,  A3iih.  4<1,"  To  this  the  editor  appondi  the  following  note  in  reference  to 
the  Colonel : — "  Colonel  Alexander  Enkine,  Laily  Mar'n  thinl  ton,  wai  blown  up  in  the  Ciutle  of  DiinglaM, 
together  with  hi*  brother-in-law  the  Earl  of  Hndington.  '  Upon  Sunday  the  3(>th  Auguat  1640,  the  Earl  of 
Iladington,  with  about  eighty  penon*,  of  Knight*,  Baron*,  and  Uuntlemen,  within  the  place  of  Dunglo**  in  th« 
Hene  pertaining  heritably  to  the  Lord  Hume,  wa*  *uddunly  blown  up  in  the  air,  by  a  audden  Are  occasioned 
thus  :  Haddington,  with  hi*  friend*  and  followers,  rvjoicing  how  they  defended  the  army's  magoxine  froe  the 
English  garrison  of  Berwick,  rame  altogether  to  Dunglass,  having  no  fear  of  evil,  where  they  were  all  sudd  enljr 
blown  up  with  the  roof  of  the  house  in  the  air,  by  powder,  whereof  there  was  abundance  In  this  place,  and 
never  bune  nor  byre  seen  of  them  t^v^n.'— Spalding.  Bishop  Quthrie  remarks,  that  '  The  very  day  the  Scots 
entered  Newcastle,  Dunglaas  Castle,  in  the  keeping  of  Haddington  (who  had  left  the  King's  party,  and  hel  d  it 
under  Leslie),  was  Mown  up  about  mid-day ;  he  and  about  sixty  gentlemen  wore  buried  under  one  of  the  walls, 
which  fell  upon  them  as  they  stood  in  the  cloae.  The  King  aaid  upon  it,  albuit  he  had  been  very  ungrateful 
to  him,  yet  he  was  sorry  that  ho  had  not  at  his  dying  some  time  to  repent.' 

"Sir  Robert  Qordon,  in  his  Hiatory  of  the  Sutherland  Family,  asserts  that  LonI  Haddington  and  Colonel 
Alexander  Erskine  had  returned  the  day  before  from  a  victorious  skirmish  with  the  English,  and  were  at 
dinner  when  the  explosion  took  place.  He  add*,  *This  was  ascry  ved  to  a  servant  of  the  Earle'a  (ane  English  man) 
who  was  his  harbour,  but  how  truly  I  know  not.' 

"  Alexander  Erskine,  son  to  John  Earl  of  Mar,  hod  n  letter  of  provision  of  the  abbacy  of  Cambuskenn  eth, 
31st  May  1008.  He  and  his  brother.  Lord  Canlroas,  were  two  of  the  chief  mourners  at  the  funeral  of  their 
tancle,  Ludovick  Duke  of  Lennox,  who  died  16th  February  1624,  and  was  buried  at  Westminster  {Sir  Robtrt 
Oordon'i  HUtory  oflht  Suf'trland  Family).  Hu  was  knighted,  but  at  what  time  is  uncertain,  and  wai  in  th« 
French  military  service,  as  appears  from  a  letter  printed  by  Lonl  Hailes,  and  communicated  by  Lord  Alva.  It 
is  addressed  to  a  person  unknown  in  Franco,  by  the  leaden  of  the  Scottish  army,  written  in  bod  French  (which 
is  translated  by  Lord  Hailes),  and  date<l  from  the  camp  at  Dimsc,  80th  August  1040  : — 

"'Sir, — The  state  of  our  affairs  has  constrained  us  to  levy  a  numerous  army  for  preserving  this  kingdom 
from  utter  ruin  ;  hence  it  is  that  we  could  not  permit  Colonel  Erskine  to  transport  his  regiment  (into  Fn  nee) 
lost  year,  and  the  same  course  still  obliges  us  to  employ  the  Colonel  at  home  in  the  defence  of  his  cou  ntry. 
Although  ho  is  exceedingly  tealous  in  the  public  service,  yet  he  will  not  accept  of  any  commission  from  us, 
unless  with  the  consent  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  under  the  condition  of  being  permitted  to  repa  ir  to 

France  at  whatever  time  he  may  be  required Peace  is  the  aim  of  our 

desires,  and  the  wish  of  our  souls  ;  as  soon  as  that  is  concluded,  we  shall  demonstrate,  by  our  assisting  Colonel 
Erskine  in  his  levies,  and  by  procuring  good  recruits  for  his  Mi\iesty'B  service,  that  true  Scotsmen  can  never 
forget  their  ancient  alliances,  and  the  common  interest  which  unites  them  with  France  ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  we 
again  entreat  you  to  represent  what  has  been  here  said,  and  the  situation  of  Colonel  Erskine's  affairs,  to  his 
Majesty,  and  to  his  Eminence.  We  hope  to  obtain  these  favours  by  your  means  ;  and,  besides  the  obligations 
which  you  will  thereby  confer  on  the  Colonel,  you  will  oblige  us  to  remain,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 
A.  Leslie.    Arotle.    Bothes.    Mar.    Balcarras.    Belmerino.    Seafortr.' 

"  This  letter  was  written  only  ten  days  previous  to  the  Colonel's  death,  which  tradition  affirms  to  have  been 
regarded  as  a  punishment  of  Providence  for  bis  amorous  perjuries  towards  Anna  Bothwell  (a  sister  of  Lord 
Holyroodhouse),  whose  lament  has  exercised  the  subtile  wits  of  antiquarians,  in  the  ascertainment  of  her 
pedigree.    She  has  been  made  out  to  be  the  divorced  Countess  of  Bothwell,  and  also,  I  believe,  a  Miss  Boawell 
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of  AuohlnlMk  i  bat  ■  (iMMg*  in  Tithcr  Hny'i  MS.  Hlitorjr  of  the  HoljrroodlionM  Tuully,  tMiui  to  eonlbm  th* 
tradition  beyond  the  poHibility  of  doubt  ReconlinK  the  chilUrtn  of  Biihop  Bothwell,  who  died  1W3,  he  tella 
lu— '  He  had  alio  •  diughter  nuued  Anna,  who  fell  with  cliild  to  a  tone  of  tlie  Earle  of  Mar,'  Colonel 
Ale«  ander*!  portrait,  which  belonged  to  hii  mother  i«  exceedingly  handiome,  with  much  viraeity  of  coun- 
tenance, dark  blue  eyei,  a  peaked  U-ard,  and  mnuetachei  :— 

'  Ay  me  t  I  fell— end  yet  no  qiiMtloa  make 
What  I  ehould  do  aiaiD  for  lueh  a  •ak*.'" 

Father  Hay  hax  thui  recorded  the  eeduction  of  Anna  Bothwell,  in  hie  DijAonkxttm  CoUtttio  (MS.  Advoe. 
Lib.  Tide  Liber  Cart  Sancta  Crucii,  p.  xxzviii.) :— "  Adam  Uothwell,  Biihop  of  Orkney,  became  Abbot  of  Holy- 
rudehouM  alter  Robert  Steward,  baie  eon  to  King  Jame*  the  Flft  by  Euphcni  Elphioitoiie  i  who  wae  created 
Earle  of  Orkney  and  Lord  Shetland  by  King  Janiee  the  Sixth,  1581.  Thin  '  '-•<<  -raa  a  younger  brutliiT  tu  Sir 
Richard  Bothwell,  Provott  of  Edinburgh  in  Queen  Mariee  time,  and  a  lecund  lone  to  Sir  Francii  Bothwell,  lord 
of  the  Seuion  in  King  Jamei  the  Fifta  time,  and  wu  begotten  u|ion  Anna  Livingstone,  daughter  to  the  Lord 
Livingitone.  He  married  Margaret  Murray,  and  begote  uf  on  hor  John,  Fnuicii,  William,  and  Ueorge  Both- 
well*,  and  a  daughter  Anna,  who  by  hvr  nurau's  deceit,  fell  with  child  to  a  tone  of  the  Earlu  of  Mar." 

Both  the  face  and  flgure  of  Colonel  Sir  Alexander  Enkino  are  very  peculiar,  ai  repreaented  in  hie  portrait 
He  is  dreiied  in  armour,  with  a  rich  icorf  acroai  hie  right  ihoulder,  and  a  broad  vandyko  collar  round  hie 
neck.  The  head  ii  unuiually  imall  for  the  body ;  and  the  featurei  of  the  face,  though  handiome,  are  sharp,  and 
the  face  tapering  nearly  to  a  [loint  at  the  chin.  The  cifect  of  this  is  considerably  heightened  by  the  length  of 
his  moustaches,  and  his  peaked  beard,  or  rather  imperial,  as  the  tuft  below  the  under  lip,  which  leaves  tha 
contour  of  the  chin  exposc«l,  is  generally  tunned.  The  whole  combines  to  convey  a  singularly  sly  and  cat-lika 
expression,  which— unless  we  were  deceived  when  examining  it  by  our  knowledge  of  the  leading  incidents  of 
his  histoiy— seem  very  characteristic  of  the  "  dear  deceiver." 

The  original  portrait,  by  Jamieion,  bears  the  date  and  age  of  Colonel  Erskine— 1688,  aged  89.  Two  stania* 
of  the  ballad,  somewhat  varied,  occur  in  Bromo's  Play  of  the  Northern  Lass,  printed  in  163S— not  1606  aa 
erroneously  stated  before.  From  this  we  may  infer,  not  only  that  the  ballad  must  have  been  written  very 
shortly  after  the  event  that  gave  rise  to  it— possibly  by  Anna  Bothwell  herself— but  also  that  the  seducer  must 
himself  have  been  very  young,  so  that  the  nurse  is  probably  not  unfairly  bkmed  by  Father  Hay  as  an  active 
agent  in  poor  Anna's  wrongs. 


VIII.  ARMORIAL  BEARINGS. 

Blttb's  Ci/OSl.— The  armorial  bearings  in  Blyth's  Close,  with  the  jnitials  A.  A.,  and  th"  date  IMT  (paga 
148),  may  possibly  mark  the  house  of  Alexander  Achison,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  the  ancestor  of  the  Viscounts 
Oosford  of  Ireland,  and  of  Sir  Archibald  Achison,  the  host  of  Dean  Swift  at  Market  Hill,  who,  with  his  particu- 
larly leon  huly,  became  the  fk«quent  butt  of  the  witty  Dean's  humour,  both  in  prose  and  verse.  The  old  burgess 
acquired  the  estate  of  Gosfoid  in  East  Lothian  by  a  chorter  of  Queen  Mary,  dated  1661.  Nisbet  says,  "The 
name  of  Aitchison  carries,  argent,  an  eagle  with  two  heads  displayed,  sable  j  on  a  chief,  vert,  two  mullets, 

or." 

Oobford's  Closr— Since  the  printing  of  the  text  (page  180),  we  have  discovered  the  ancient  lintel 
formerly  in  Qosfonl's  Cloee  bearing  a  representation  of  the  Crucifixion,  and  have  succeeded  in  getting  it  removed 
to  the  Antiquarian  Museum.    It  has  three  shields  on  it,  boldly  cut,  and  in  good  preservation.    On  the  centre 
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one  U  tb«  Craoiflxlon,  Wutifiilly  out  On  tlw  ihieM  to  tht  ritiht,  two  enicanU  in  chief,  on  th«  fltld  •  bou*! 
hMtl  triMd.  On  the  left  ■hleld,  n  Mitier,  •  bnr  in  pale,  IntamctinK  « laull  Mltln  In  the  middle  chief  point 
On  the  feiM  point,  •  circle  forming  with  Iho  wilier  and  bar  a  Ht  Katharina'a  wheel.  On  the  flanki,  the  inltlalt 
M.  T.  Above  the  whole  i<  the  inicription  cut  in  Tery  neat  old  ornamental  charactem  :  — lOLl .  Dio  .  aoMOII .  n  • 
OLORIA.  Thli,  we  have  little  doubt,  Indicated  the  mannion  of  Mun)|o  Tennant,  burKeae  of  Edinburgh,  who, 
■ayi  Niebet  (vol,  i.  p.  14(1},  "liiul  liU  muI  appended  tu  a  revenlon  of  half  of  the  landi  of  Luny,  the  fourth  of 
October  IMS,  whereupon  wae  a  Imar't  hood  In  chief,  and  two  cretcente  in  the  flank*  \  and  In  baae  the  letter  M., 
the  initial  letter  of  hie  Chriatian  name."  The  bearinKe,  it  will  be  olMcrved,  are  revemed.  Similar  libertiet, 
however,  are  not  of  euch  mro  occurrence  aa  heraldic  authoritiei  would  lead  ua  to  expect,  Francle  Tennant, 
probably  a  relative  of  thla  burgew,  acconling  to  Niibet  loroetlme  Provoit  of  Edinburgh  (though  hie  name  doM 
not  appear  in  MaitUuid'i  lid),  an  adherent  of  (jueen  Mary,  wai  taken  prieoner  while  fighting  for  her  In  1971. 

Wamiiton'i  Cloic— Thu  maniion  of  Bruce  of  Binning,  with  ita  finely  eculpturetl  lintel  and  armorial 
bearing*— Bruce  impaling  Proiton— in  Warri*ton'*  Cloee  (page  S31),  appear*  from  the  following  notiea 
by  Chalmera  (Caledonia,  vol.  it  p.  758,  extracted  from  the  Chartuluriea  of  Newbottle  Abbey),  to  b«  a  building 
of  the  very  early  part  of  the  lixteenth  century,  if  nut  earlier  i  lo  that  it*  luUlantiul  wall*  mu«t  have  experi- 
enced little  damage  from  the  ))uniing  of  IM4,  "Andrew,  the  abbot  [of  Newbottle],  in  May  1409,  granted  hi* 
land*  of  Kina^l,  in  Stirling*hira,  to  Edward  Brui,  hi*  woU-deaervlng  amilger,  rendering  for  the  *ame  aixteen 
mark*  yearly;  and  in  December  1900,  he  gave  to  Bobtrt  Bnu  of  Bining,  and  Alary  Pruton  HU  qiouM,  tha 
Monattery'*  Unda,  called  the  Abbot'*  Land*  of  W«(t-Biuing  in  LinUthgow*hire ;  rendering  fur  the  (awe  four 
thiUing*  yearly." 


IX.  THE  RESTORATION.    BURNING  OP  CROMWELL,  THE  POPE,  && 

OuRiNO  the  rejoicing*  in  Edinburgh,  comequent  on  the  "happy  Reetoration,"  the  mean*  taken  to  *how  tht 
lincerity  of  the  new-fa*hion«d  loyalty  wore  characterieed  by  the  oddeat  mixtura  of  devotion  and  joviality  con- 
ceivable. In  the  following  account  of  them  recorded  In  NicoU'*  Diary,  not  the  leait  noticeable  feature  i*  tht 
*c«ne  between  that  nolabU  traylor  OUv«r  and  the  Devil,  with  which  the  holiday'*  heterogencoui  pmceeding* 
ore  wound  up ; — 

"The  Kingdome  of  Scotland  haiffing  takin  to  thair  conaideration  the  great  thingea  and  wonderfull  that  tht 
Lord  God  had  done  for  thamo,  in  reatoring  unto  thame  thair  native  Soverane  Lord  and  King,  eftcr  *o  long 
baniachement,  and  that  in  a  wonderfull  way,  worthy  of  admiration,  thai  reaolvit  upone  aeverall  dayia  of  thank- 
iageving  to  be  aet  apuirt  for  hia  Majeatcia  Beatauratioun,  and  for  hia  mercyea  to  thia  pure  land,  quho  haid  opned 
a  dure  of  hope  to  hia  pepill,  for  aatling  thrie  Kingdomea  in  religion  and  juatice.  And,  firat,  thia  day  of  thonk- 
Ugeving  began  at  Edinburgh,  and  throw  all  the  kirkia  and  pairte*  of  Lothiane,  upone  Tyeday  the  nyntene  day  of 
Jun^  1600,  ((uhair  thair  wer  aermondia  maid  throw  all  the  kirkia,  and  quhairat  all  the  Magiatratei  of  Edinburgh 
and  the  Commoune  Conaell  were  preaent,  all  of  them  in  thair  beat  robia  ;  the  great  mace  and  aword  of  honor 
caieyed  befoir  thume  to  the  aermond,  and  throw  the  haill  atreitii  a*  they  went,  all  that  day.  And  eftir  tht 
eermond  endit,  the  Magiatrate*  and  Conaell  of  Edinburgli,  with  a  great  number  of  the  citixena,  went  to  the 
Mercat  Croce  of  Edinburgh,  quhair  a  great  long  boord  of  footo  of  lentb  wea  covered  with  all  ooirte*  of 

*weit  mcittia,  and  thair  drank  the  Kingea  helth,  and  hia  brether  ;  the  apontea  of  the  Croce  rynnand  all  that  tymt 
with  abundance  of  clarey t  wyne.  Ther  wer  thrie  hundreth  doaanc  of  glataia  all  brokin  and  coaain  throw  the  atreitii, 
with  iweit  meitia  in  abundance.  Major-generall  Morgan  commander  in  cheiif  of  all  the  force*  in  Scotland,  and 
the  QoTemor  of  the  Coatell  of  Edinburgh,  being  both  Engliachemcn,  with  *um  of  the  apeciall  officeria  of  tht 
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•irmy,  ww  til  prtwnl,  Thair  wm  •  fptinl,  kIio,  of  tht  malit  alila  bnrgMil*  nf  the  toun,  quha  did  gaird  tli* 
troM,  UMII  mmI  itnitU  dnrinff  thU  hut,  all  of  thamt  wtill  appamlllt,  and  with  partiMM  in  thair  bandli,  to 
tk*  number  of  four  or  fjrvv  hundnth  parionM  or  thairbjr,  in  very  guile  e<tui|iage  anil  onlor.  And  in  the  mean- 
tjrme,  quhjril  thai  war  thu*  feaiting  at  the  (.'rooe,  the  haill  bellln  in  Eiiinbuigh  and  Cannogait  did  reing,  tht 
drumea  did  beatt,  trumpeltie  loundit,  the  haill  troupja  on  honlNtk,  and  (odgorii  on  fute  being  alio  within  tha 
toun  at  thie  tyine  and  iipone  Mnrice,  with  the  haill  Inhabitantei,  both  men,  weinen,  and  ohyldrene,  gave  thair 
ieverall  Tolyei,  Thair  war  numberii  of  trumpettli  and  trumpetlourie  at  thie  lolempnltie,  quha  actit  thalr 
pairtat  formalia.  Fanler,  at  nycht  thair  wee  Iwnefyree  put  out  throw  the  haill  •treitia  of  Edinburgh,  and  fyn 
workii  both  thair  and  at  the  Caatell  of  R<linburgh,  and  within  the  Citlilalll  of  Leith,  that  nioht,  in  abundano*, 
till  eftir  xij  hourle  and  moir.  Thalr  wer  alio  aex  violei,  thrie  of  them  boaa  violet,  playing  thair  oontinuallia. 
Thair  wer  alec  ram  muiician*  plaoed  thair,  quha  wer  reeolvlt  to  act  thalr  pairtii,  and  wer  willing  and  reddy, 
hot  by  reieona  of  the  frequent  aeclamationei  and  cryei  of  the  peplU  univeraallie  throw  the  haill  toun,  thalr 
purpoa  wee  intcmiptit  Baohui  alio,  being  let  upone  ane  piinieon  of  wyne  uiion  the  frontiiebe  p«ca  of  tha 
Ciuca  with  hie  cumerhaldli,  wii  not  ydle,  And  in  the  end  of  thli  lolempnltie,  the  efflgiei  of  that  notabU 
tyrant  and  traytor  Oliver,  being  let  up  upune  a,  pole,  and  the  Devill  up>'>ne  aneutlior,  upone  the  Caatell  Hill  of 
Edinburgh  ;  it  wei  ordorud  by  fyro  wark,  Ingyne,  and  truyne,  the  devill  did  chaao  tlukt  troytour,  and  penewlt 
him  itill,  till  he  blew  him  in  the  air.' 

Bdhnimo  TBI  Pore— Of  a  lomewhat  different  character  are  the  procoo<lingi  with  which  the  populace  cela- 
bratad  the  Chriitnuu  of  1680,  in  duflanco  of  the  more  hoipitablo  intuntioni  of  the  Mogiitratei,  who  were  anxiouk 
that  no  occurrenoe  of  an  unpalatable  nature  ihould  ruffle  the  lorenity  of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  come  to 
Scotland  ai  Commiuioner  and  repreientative  of  hit  royal  brother  Charlei  II.,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Scottiih 
Eitatei.  The  following  ii  the  account  of  tlicie  proceeding!  fumlahud  by  Lord  Fountainliall,  In  hii  HUtoricol 
Obiervei  :— 

"  On  the  S6  of  December  IdSO,  being  Chriitnuu  day,  lome  of  the  icholkn  of  the  CoUedge  of  Edinburgh 
having  contributed  together  for  the  making  ane  efligiei  and  image  of  the  Po|ie,  they  entred  in  a  bond  and  com« 
bination  to  bume  him  after  a  lolemne  proceuion  on  Yuille  day,  and  gave  oathi  on  to  another  for  the  lecrecy  of 
it ;  yet  it  came  abroad,  and  a  Councell  being  called  on  the  84  of  December,  at  night,  for  preventing  it,  they 
ordered  the  King'i  forcei  to  be  brought  within  the  City  of  Edinburgh  to  opixwe  it,  and  leiied  on  lome  English 
boyei  of  the  name  of  Gray  and  othen  the  next  morning  in  tliair  bedi,  and  impriaoned  thame.  Yet  all  thii  did 
not  divert  the  deiigne,  but,  by  a  witty  itrotagem,  the  boyei  carried  a  portrait  to  the  Caitlehil  (oi  if  thii  blind 
had  been  the  true  on,  and  they  bail  intended  to  carry  it  in  proceuion  douno  the  street*  and  perfonne  ther  cere- 
mony and  pageantrie  in  the  Abbey  Court  over  againtt  the  Duke  of  Albaniei  windows),  which  made  all  tha 
forcet  draw  up  at  the  Weit  Bow  head,  and  in  the  Orasie  Mercat,  leist  the  boyei  should  escape  by  coming  douna 
the  South  Back  of  the  Castle,  and  thus  having  stopped  all  avenues  ai  they  thought,  thir  boye*  eicaped  by 
running  doune  venneli  leading  to  the  North  Loch  side,  and  other  boyes  carried  the  true  effigiei  from  the 
Orammar  Schooll  yeord  to  the  head  of  Blackfreis  Wind,  and  that  on  the  Hy-Street,  flnt  clodded  the  picture 
with  dirt,  and  then  set  fyre  to  the  pouder  within  the  trunk  of  his  body,  and  so  departed.  This  was  highlie 
relented  by  some  as  ane  inhospitall  affront,  designed  to  the  Duke  of  York  (thongh  it  was  only  to  his  religion  and 
not  to  himiclfe),  being  a  stronger  among  us  (though  he  bo  deschended  of  Scots  blood),  and  that  it  was  but  ana 
aperie  of  the  London  apprentices,  who  had  done  the  like  befoie,  and  that  it  opened  the  Papists'  mouths  to  call 
ui  CTuell.  But  what  the  boyes  did  in  show,  the  Papists  ware  wont  tu  do  to  m  ns  haoreticks  in  reality  ;  and  some 
thought  boyea  might  as  well  sport  theniBclfcs  with  thii,  as  ministers  in  the  pulpit  aflirme  the  Popes  to  have 
bean  bougeren,  hoereticki,  adulterers,  sorcerers,  sodomites,  &c. ;  the  punishment  whereof  by  all  law*  is  Vivi 
comburium,  burning  alive ;  and  it  was  a  compensation  for  his  excommunicating  all  Protestants  yearly  on  thU 
day.    In  lumme,  it  wan  a  childish  folly,  and  scarse  deserved  so  much  notice  should  have  been  taken  of  it." 

The  lame  incremation  of  bin  Holiness  was  re-enacted  on  the  succeeding  Christmas  of  1681,  accompanied 
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with  niiM  •dilltlonal  pnx'tudingi  ch«ruUr(iitio  of  tha  Umptr  of  th*  (luvcrniiMnt,  tnil  tht  cnnMqutnt  NMlion 
prwlucwl  nn  tht  |Ki|iuUr  minil,  Pounlitliihall  rviiwrki ;— "  W*  mm  •  iirmtt  (tir  niaila  fur  th*  ('iillc||in«n  humliiu 
th«  Pupa  •!  (.'hrlttniM  KMO  i  ihU  yuar  tha  Inijtm  aiiil  pnintiou  furbwir  thur  ■uUniiiUy  on  ZuilU  ilny,  b«c«UM  It 
Iwppanrtl  to  Im  a  HumUy,  but  th«y  h«>l  It  on  tho  84th  nf  D«ci>ni)M>r  tX  nlnht.  Th«r  pnpantloni  wan  lo  i|ulat 
that  nona  auapactail  It  tlila  yrar  i  thoy  drought  him  lo  tha  ('rorc,  itml  fli«<l  hia  chair  In  th«t  plat!«  whar  tha 
grUlnwa  alanili,  ha  wm  truckail  up  In  a  rail  |{<iun«  anil  a  niitar  with  H  k«yi>a  ovar  hia  arma,  a  eruoiflx  In  on 
luuut  and  tha  oath  of  tha  Taat  In  tha  othar,  than  thay  put  fyra  to  him,  ami  It  brunt  Icnthy  till  It  rama  to  tha 
pouitar  at  which  ha  blaw  up  In  tha  air.  Whila  thay  wara  at  thi*  anipluymant  ther  wara  llghtnlngt  and  cUpa 
of  thumlar,  which  ia  vary  unuauall  at  that  tcaaon  of  tha  yrar.  At  tbii  tyma  many  thlnga  wara  liona  in  mookarta 
of  tha  Taat :  un  I  ihall  tell.  The  chlltlrvn  of  llarluta  lli>apiull  flndinu  that  the  iIuk  which  kalpad  tha  yairda 
pf  that  lloapitall  hail  a  public  oharga  and  olBca,  thay  oidalnad  hint  to  taka  tha  Taat,  and  olfarad  him  tha  papar, 
but  ha,  lovlnK  a  bona  rathar  than  It,  abaolutaly  rafUiad  it ;  than  tliay  rubbad  it  ovar  with  buttar  (which  thay 
Mtllad  ana  Eipllcatiun  uf  tha  Taat  in  imiution  of  Arxlla),  and  ha  lickail  of  tha  buttar  but  illd  apita  out  tht 
papar,  fur  whlnh  thay  hald  a  Jurie  on  hini,  and  in  darlalon  uf  tha  aautanca  againit  Ar)|il«,  thay  found  tha  dog 
guilty  of  traaion,  and  artually  hangwl  hint," 


X.  WEST  BOW.    MAJOR  WEIR 


In  our  account  of  Ui^or  Weir  (Part  11.  chap.  Ix.),  hia  liiter  ia  atyled  Oriial  Weir,  inaccordanca  with  ttatUit 
Jamu  Fraur't  Providtniial  Pauajn,  a  MB.  fruni  which  Mr  George  Blt.clair  hai  evidently  borrowed  tha 
greater  portion  of  hia  account  of  the  Mi^'X'i  without  acknowledging  tlu  auurco  of  hia  information.  In  Law'i 
Uemorlala,  however,  ai  well  aa  in  Siuolair'a  Salan't  Invmble  tyorli  DUeovtrtd,  alie  heart  the  name  of  Jean 
Weir,  by  which  tha  ia  moat  frwiucntly  alludrd  to.  One  nf  the  witneaaci  examined  on  the  trial  of  thla  noted 
wliaid,  at  appeara  from  the  OrMnal  RteorJ  in  tht  lUgitUr  llouu  of  EJinburglt,  waa  "  Malatar  John  Sinclara, 
minltter  at  Onniatoune,"  who  deponed,  aniung  other  atrungo  itenia  of  evidence,  that  "  having  aaked  him  if  ha 
had  aeen  the  deivell,  he  autwercd,  that  any  fvulling  ho  i-vur  hade  of  him  wat  in  the  dark  I" — Law't  Memorial*, 
note,  p.  ae, 

Projectt  for  Improving  the  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh,  and  for  extending  It  beyond  ita  ancient  llmlti,  appear 
to  have  engageil  general  attention  even  to  early  aa  the  reign  of  Clmrlct  II,,  when  the  court  and  leveet  of  the 
Duke  of  York  at  Uulyrood,  revived  tomcwhat  uf  the  old  life  and  apk-nduur  of  tha  Hcottiah  capital,  which  her 
eitixena  had  ao  long  been  atnuigert  to.  On  account  uf  the  narrow  limita  of  the  Old  Town,  itt  inhabitantt  were 
on  nearly  tho  tame  familiar  footing  an  tlioao  of  a  country  village  ;  and  achcraci  of  Improvement  that  might  now 
lie  unheeded  for  yeara  in  the  handa  of  tome  civic  committee,  were  then  dlacuited  at  every  club  and  change- 
houte,  until  they  became  incorporated  among  tliu  fixtd  itleai  uf  the  |iopulation,  affording  at  tny  time  a  reaity 
theme  for  the  ditplay  of  wiadum  by  that  induttrious  cloat  it  Idlen,  uauolly  compoaed  uf  retired  tradera, 
country  lairda,  and  half-pay  offlcera,  to  whom  a  aubject  for  grumbling  over,  and  improving  in  theory,  U  ai 
neceaaary  aa  daily  food. 

In  Guugb'a  Britith  Topography  (vol.  ii.  p.  074),  the  following  account  appeara  of  an  ingcnioui  model  of 
Edinburgh,  conatnictcd  about  the  middle  of  liut  century.  It  waa,  no  doubt,  furuixhed  ti  tho  author  by  George 
Paton,  and  thowi  how  early  tome  of  the  improvement  echemet,  which  have  tince  coot  the  citixent  to  much  both 
in  antiquitUt  and  taxei,  were  made  the  aubject  of  reforming  apecuUtiona,  and  favourably  entertained  oi 
deiirable  alterationa  on  the  anug  and  cloaely-packed  little  Scottiah  capital  of  the  eighteenth  century: — 
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"  A  mmUl  of  Rdlnbttmh  wm  citeuUtl  by  th«  Uu  Mr  Oarln  Hunllti>n,  booknlUf ;  it  wm  mart  MtanUljr 
Hon*,  with  hU  Intcnilwl  Improvcmanti  uf  rarryliiK  •  ■tnct  uf  •  K«ntl*  Mctnt  horn  th*  UrMMnMktt  In  •  lin*  up 
to  th(  WMt  (ml  of  ill*  IiUokKtitiuotlM,  for  wliinh  purpoM  li«  eoukl  'hlft  th*  nprMcntalion  of  Ih*  hooMi,  and 
by  open  hi«  plan  to  pul>lla  vliiw.  ThU  Aiiinhod  work  tmX  him  aom*  yuan'  Ulmiir,  Miil  wu  ihown  In  •  room 
of  the  Royal  InflmMry  in  I7A3  anil  I7M  :  but  aftar  hla  lUath  it  wa«  n<Klaota«l,  anil  Jaatroyad  for  ttrtwood. 
HI*  pmpoMi*,  lika  other  cnnimoilioua,  lalMtary,  and  lMin«flcial  projwti  for  th*  improvamant  of  the  pUea,  war* 
rejactad  |  a*  waa  likuwia*  thn  ichama  of  an  antry  into  the  lll)(h  Htrmt  of  KilinliurKli  from  Ht  Cutlilwrt'a  or  Waat 
Churi'h,  alonii  the  hill  aid*  by  aouth  and  waat  of  th*  L'aatlA,  which  by  a  Kradual  aacant  niiKht  b*  completed  at 
no  very  eonaiderable  auni,  tu  facilitatu  the  aaaier  cnnvayane*  of  carriage*  from  th*  aouth  and  wiet  than  by  th* 
Weat  Ouw,  a  moat  inoonvenient  and  ataep  heliiht  for  horaea  with  eoala  and  other  artlclaa  fur  the  citiieua'  ua*  t 
thia  nilKht  t«Milnat*  th*  h*a<l  of  th*  cauMway  on  the  CaatU  Hill.  A  aouth  intry  to  th*  High  Street  being 
much  wantad  for  th*  lam*  neceanary  purpoica,  haa  been  of  lat«  propoaad,  but  hitherto  rajeotad  alio,  from  an 
•ic«*a  of  toll  alt  needful  carriage*  would  b*  *ubJ*ot*d  to,  which  many  of  th*  inhabitant*  ar*  unabU  to 
b*ar. 

"8lr  John  Dalrympl*  hai  been  at  uncommon  ears  and  expene*  In  cauaing  to  Iw  executed  an  accurate 
aurvey  and  plan  for  an  eaay  accaaa  into  the  city  from  the  aouth,  by  a  gentle  declivity  and  aacent  from  the  High 
Street  at  th*  head  of  Marlin'a  Wynd  to  Nicolaon'a  Park  In  a  atreight  line,  without  any  arch." 

The  following  jtu  (tttpril  may  •ufllce,  like  aomo  of  the  achool-rhymed  arithmetical  and  grammatical  rule*, 
daya  of  the  month,  and  the  like  uaoful  helpa  to  abort  memorlea,  to  preaerr*  in  th*  reader'*  recollection  aom* 
memento  of  the  atrange  aaaoclation*  that  hare  already  been  related  in  lobar  proa*  a*  pertaining  to  the  old 
Weet  Bow :  the  like  of  which  he  will  In  vain  aeek  for  In  any  exiating  comer  either  of  th*  Old  or  N«w 
Town. 

THE  WAST  BUW. 

Dkdicatxd  to  rnx  Hon.  noARO  or  ComnmioiiiRH  run  Cnr  iMraoVKiiKiiTa. 

TkrDUnli  tlia  auld  Waat  Buw,  and  to  tba  Uraaa- Market, 

M»ny  a  ana  hu  gana  iluiin  (aat  an'  aria  ; 
Oi'iitUa  wk'  h"llanila  di'  lirawly  bawirliit,— 

Cavanant  bauldan  o'  warUl'a  oara  fii'  waary,— 
Doum  gaiil  an'  gallnwa  birda  nontblng  liaa  carkit, 
Fu'  daiintunly  fitting  it  to  the  UraaaMarkat. 
Ilurryini;  diiun,  atuitarln'  an'  atumlilln', 
Tba  glagar  ya  gang  battar  luck  againat  tumblin' '. 


U|>  o'ar  it*  eroolitd  an'  dingy  aiilil  oauaay, 
Kn'  atataly  an'  trig  in  tbair  cleadin'  »'  brawn, 

Uiir  Jamiea  aacortad  ilk  royal  Hcuttiah  laaaie 
To  waildiu'  and  ba<ldiu'  In  HulyroiHl  hn'a  ; 

Our  iwilant.  King  Jamie,  King  Cliarlia  tlia  aaucy, 

An'  lauld  Mull,  rada  in  itata,  ilk*  ana  u'tt  ita  cau(«y, 
Hurrying  doun,  &a. 

Ad'  ProToat  an'  Bailiaa,  fu'  prudrly  I'aa  warrant, 
Ha'a  bided  (or  Royalty  duun  tUa  Waat  Bow  | 

An'  tpaarad  at  the  yrtt,  whan  h<  cam,  (ur  bia  errand. 
An'  keaked  round  the  comer,  wi'  (ace  in  *  low  j 

An'  OaacoD  an'  Quild-Daan,  an'  Town-Clark  aulii-farand, 

Preotaealng  thair  beat  bow  fu'  loyole  !'•«  warrant. 
Hurrying  duun,  Ac. 
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All'  Iktn  Iktr*  '•  IIm  Major,  iIb'  Imi  wlan*  wr'  lilin, 
nil  wrviluiU  bkiiMi  ii'«r  Iba  friNik  u'  tli*  Ikiw, 

wr  kla  IIIIU,  ilii'  lialUr  (oik  aiiniw  iMg  ti*»r  kliu, 
Oiini*  lkiiii<Urln||  at  inliliil|bl  In  ||litm»ur  a'liio  i 

Tka  Dail  fur  Ihalr  uiMwibinkn  i  •  »kiip  »l'  ••■m*  •mwhliim, 

Aa  iMaila  inaiiii  »h*  ilrlr*  »!'  tulil  Cluiitjt  tu  Wni  'tW. 
liurryliig  iluuB,  k». 

Or  Iwtjiva,  fnr  *  ekanfa,  Jiial  aa  twal'  la  •  bm|1n', 
Wkir,  >iut  (raa  Ika  |«iiil,  In  •  »klrl<irlnil  u'  lain*, 

Ilk  t'tiHil,  «!'  a  liiar  fraa  Iha  oaiiaajr  II  'a  olanulu', 
Tlia  kaaillaaa  ball-ubarf  ar  (»n|a  ||iillii|ilim  bania  | 

III  luck  tu  ika  loun  aajra  ii<><ia  a'aii  aa  ka  'a  lanilii', 

Ht  wara  twttar  gaa  iluuii  tka  Waat  Uuw  to  kla  kanfln'. 
Iliirrjrlng  iluiiH,  A*. 

An'  ilinna  (nrgat,  o'  tka  aiiM  gniirtj  altajr, 
Tka  Major'a  Mack  aaiMla,  kla  atlok  u'  a'  alltka, 

At  hia  tililln'  uu  arramla  a  abapln'  w*<l  aalljr, 
Wail  vka|i  at  tka  ouutitar  an'  \tUy  alT  Ita  Irliika  | 

Yot  na'ar  ana  waggnl  kla  tungiia  'galnat  tlia  Majnr'a  i]uaar  rally 

Aa  ka  ohanotil  un  lilin  ilaiinilariu'  iliiuii  tka  auld  lUajr, 
Hurrying  iloun,  ka. 

An'  Ikau  lkar*'a  Juck  I'urtaoua'a  gala!  t4Mik  aa  alrin', 
wr  kla  g\in  u'«r  kla  alioutliar  Jiiat  |irliiiril  fur  a  akut, 

Anoa  a  jraar,  at  tka  At  »'  tka  How  illaa|>|i«»riii', 
Whar  Ika  iljat«r'a  |iul«  aar'ail  fur  tka  raiin'  ka  gut. 

l)«ll  an*,  galat  or  gomrall,  wail  tkink  u'  rapalrin', 

To  tka  naw  (anglatl  Uuw  fur  tu  tak  kim  an  alrin'. 
Ilurrjiog  Ouun,  A>.. 

Fuu)  fa'  tka  Ciminiltatonart  wi'  (bair  iBiproTamanla, 

Tkuir  kigglna,  an'  kuwklna,  an'  awaaplna  awa ; 
Majr  tka  Majcir,  wk'n  natat  bant  on  ana  o'  kia  moramanta,— 

'TIa  tka  waratwalad  ratnur  tkat  I  wua  may  kafa',— 
Wklik  kia  ouacb  doun  tka  Iluw,  Juat  fur  Ilk  anaa  kahoTaaantis 
Wl'  a  taam  u'  Cummiaaionara  u'  tka  Improramantk 
Hurrying  duun,  atuitarin'  an'  atuuiblln', 
Tka  glrgar  ya  gang  I  ttar  luck  agaloat  tumblln' '. 


XI.  OLD  BANK  CLOSE.  ASSASSINATION  OF  SIR  OEOBOE 
LOCKHART  BY  CHIE8LEY  OF  DALRY. 

Tbe  fnlloTring  ia  the  circumitantial  narrative  of  tliia  aavagc  act  of  vcngrance,  fumiahecl  in  Fathor  Hay'i 
ManuKript  Mcnwira  (Ailvucoti-'a  Lil)rar)',  tome  iii.  p.  130)  ;— 

"  It  waa  not  known  tliat  tho  villain  wua  coin'd  fruni  London  till  Sunday  th«  Slit,  which  day  ho  came  to  the 
New  Church,  and  offered  money  to  the  bedler  for  a  part  of  my  Lonl  Coatlehilla  aeat,  Juat  liehind  the  Preaidcnta, 
whom  he  deiignctl  to  have  mutUcred  there ;  but  uot  getting  the  Mtt,  bo  would  have  none  at  all,  and  walked 
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up  kiiil  (lawH  iha  rhiinh  llll  th*  •lul  iif  iha  Mrninn.  When  wrmnn  vm  <lnn«,  Chiwlx  want  cml  Ufnr*  Um 
fraalilanl,  aiul  kkInmI  hi*  rliaw  haikl,  whtri  h«  mIiiIkI  hllii  ||»lntf  tlnwii,  u  lli«  I'mklntil  MA  (^hlmly,  My 
tiuril  CailUblll  uml  Dmili-I  bH-klMrl  iiinvDyril  |lliv  frralilviilj  •  \»v  ilowti  tlir  iIiim,  •ml  Ulll«l  •  whIU  wllh 
him,  itftar  «hl> h  tli»y  Uiih  •li'|iiirli'<l.  TIm  I'rnliUnt  <itll«l  hiwli  lli«  lut,  muI  wbiU  IihuuI  «m  r«lurnlni|, 
Dalny  •|i|iriMi  hnl,  In  whom  tiaiilvl  mIiI,  '  I  ihuutihl  y»ii  liwl  Iwvii  nil  IioimIun,'  wltlmul  rw'lvInK  Miy  othtr 
MMW»r  I  hail  thai '  lU  waa  lh«n)  now.'  Ilaiiliil  olfaml  lo  lako  hliii  l>y  >h»  Iwml,  liut  tba  utiwr  ihumna  liy  hlni, 
Mill  eultialriK  rliiaa  In  Iha  I'rt'aiilmir*  Ui  k  •lUt'liariivil  iiU  |ilitiil,  Ufora  that  anjr  iiwiMH^Iail  hU  ilaaiKii ;  Tha 
bulla!  (tuiiK  III  Iwhvalh  Iha  rliiht  ibiiuliUr,  aiij  uut  alt  Iha  Ivft  |m|>,  waa  UltcrHl  mi  Iha  wall. 

"  Iha  I'raaldaiil  liuniMliataly  tiiriMil  aimiil,  lixiki'il  ihu  iitunlararMrlavoualjr  In  Iha  faca  i  aiul  than  llnillnH  him* 
•alf  baglnnliiH  \u  UiU,  ha  laanl  to  Iha  wall,  aiiJ  talil, '  llnlil  iiia,  DanUt  |  luiM  nia.'  Thaaa  wara  hia  but  wnnla, 
H«  waa  oarrlnl  liiimaillataljr  lu  hIa  uwn  buuaa,  ami  waa  alnnMl  ilaaal  Urura  b»  iiiiibl  raavh  IL  Danlal  ami  tba 
Praalilant'a  ('ha|ilaiu  a|i(>r»bamlatl.  In  tb«  niaantluia,  thilrajr,  whu  dwii'iI  Iha  fact,  ami  iiavar  uAraU  lu  Ma.  lU 
WM  I'arrlatl  tu  Iha  KUanI,  lia|tt  in  Iha  W»l||b'liiiiuw,  ami  aflarwanU  lakan  t<i  |iriwna. 

"  Tba  I'raaitUiil'a  (.ailla,  haarinii  Iha  abut  ami  a  rry  In  Iba  cliiaa,  khI  in  b«r  auuHk  nut  uf  hat  IhmI,  anil  tiuik 
tha  ilaatl  iHalin  In  hvr  arnia,  at  whiili  •i||ht  ■wuiimlliiii  iba  waa  carrlail  to  bar  i  li«iiilwr.  Tba  riir|M  wara  laid  in 
Iha  aaiiia  riH>m  wbara  ha  uaail  In  tiiiiiiilt.  Tba  flnt  nf  A|<rlln  a  MaalliiK  of  tliv  Hlataa  waa  cullM,  alt  nina  u(  tha 
cluck,  aui'nt  Iha  Murlln'iwr.  Tha  I'mvixt  of  Kiliiibiiriib  ami  Iwn  Ilalllilh,  with  tba  Karla  uf  V.ttuV*  ila|iulya, 
wara  ailnilltvil  to  cumuirr  If  Ibry  iili'aiml.  Two  nf  xaib  Uiich  nf  ilm  iiifPliiiK,  via.  tha  Earia  uf  Kt(liiitnn  ami 
Ulanoarna,  Hir  rutriik  llKilvy  nf  llnyiiM  ami  lllmlutrrniiri-,  llaMiia,  Hir  Jnhn  |)ulryni|ilu  ami  Mr  William 
llanilltun,  llurKvaam,  wen  iin|Miwitr'il  In  ail  un  tin'  Auiw,  ami  lu  laiian  Inrturn  Dalrry,  In  kiinw  if  any  uthar  wia 
■rcaaaariu  to  Iba  inurthar,  The  I'rvaiilant'a  frivmU,  niil  of  IvnilvmcM  to  tliii  I<miII«  ami  cbililrlnK,  ■"■'  nut  inalal 
U|iun  tha  crinin  nf  aaaoaainaliiin  of  a  JiiiIkh  ami  I'rlvy  ( 'niinaallnr.  ( 'alilcrwiHHl,  ila'aijinml  WrilliT  In  Kilinliurtih, 
upon  luipiclnn  waa  Iniprianiiml.  Ilii  waa  waiting  at  tha  cIihm  bvml  whan  lb«  abut  waa  Kivun,  ami  Mail  tharaaftar. 
II*  hail  Ivi-ti  likKwiac  BiMin  with  Ibtlrny  at  Ihu  Alilwy  Ihu  HatuAlay  lwfnn>,  fulluwIuK  tliu  i'ntalilant  «a  ba  cam* 
fMin  Duka  Hainlltnii'a  IixIkcIiik. 

"  The  Court  Mil  itnwii  iM  lli«  Htataa  Mav.  Tba  Murtbrrar  waa  hmu||ht  in,  who  iliil  nut  ilrny  tha  fact,  anil 
confi<aat  that  nnn«  waa  ariMaitrii*.  il«  v,"^  th«  iHmla  ami  thn  tbiinirkiiia.  Duralng  the  tnrtiira  ba  cnnfraawl 
nothing.  ('HnlroM  ami  I'olwurt  with  R((uin*t  lbs  lurturrin);.  CalilarwixHl  waa  lirnuKbt  in  atao,  but  cnnfeaaail 
nutbin){.  Hir  Oi'nrK"  wna  burii'il  in  thn  dray  Frii<n  C'liurub,  ujKin  tbn  aniitli  liila.  He  waa  a  K^at  favourer  of 
tha  KinK'a,  no  friemi  tu  the  Knniaii  Ciitbnlieka,  ami  an  o|wn  enimia  uf  Mutfuril'a,  whom  ha  nit{artle«l  aa  tha 
•utbor  of  all  thn  tmulilea  limiight  u|h>ii  ib«  King  ami  Cuiintry." 

The  I^ly  <lriuiKi<,  the  roimtnlic  atnry  nf  whoae  captivity  in  the  IiUml  uf  Hi  KiliU  liaa  alnce  furnUhail 
roaterlaU  liulb  fur  tbu  nuvnliat  ami  lli«  hlatorian,  waa  a  iluiixbUBr  of  the  aaaoaain,  Chlealuy  of  Dairy,  ami  la  aaitl 
tu  have  uwinl  bvr  atranKi)  fata  to  the  llrn-e  ami  vlmliitivii  apirit  ahe  inbcriti;il  from  her  father.  LonI  Orange 
entereil  ili'i-ply  into  thn  |Nilitiea  of  the  lime,  ami  hii  wife  la  IwlinveJ  to  have  oblaineil  [loawtaaion  of  loiua  of  Iba 
■ecnita  of  bit  party,  tbo  iliaclorurit  of  whieli  wnuM  have  invnlvcil  the  Irailera  in  great  danger,  if  not  in  ruin. 
Tlila  aoeounta  for  thn  reaily  rn-oiienitiun  ho  fnuml  fnini  inun  othcrwlae  unlikely  tn  have  abarcil  in  auch  an  abduc- 
tion. Lady  CIrango  it  anid  lo  have  accrlproti'd  the  fate  which  brr  huahuml  meilltated  fur  her,  by  reminding 
him,  In  a  fit  of  poMlnn,  "  that  abo  waa  Cbiealie'a  daughter,"  a  tim'at  that  implied  he  might  experience  •  fata 
ainillar  to  thut  of  the  Lord  Preaident  if  he  provoked  ber  anger.  A  curioua  aci.'>unt  of  the  abduction  ami  con- 
finement of  Laily  Orange  in  tlio  Weatem  lalei,  will  l>e  fnund  In  the  Kdinburgh  Magaiiiie  for  1HI7. 

In  the  ArchiiH)lngia  Hcotica  (vol.  iv.  p.  IH),  Father  Ilay'a  narrative  la  occomiianied  with  the  foUuwing 
latter  frum  Hir  Waller  Hcott,  oildrcaaed  to  E.  W.  A.  Drumnmnd  Hay,  Vm\.,  HwreUry  of  the  Hociety  of  Antl- 
ijuariea,  in  reference  to  the  flmliiig  of  the  oaaoaain'a  Imnea  at  D.ilry.  The  reoiler  will  a«e  that  it  greatly  dilfan 
from  the  account  we  have  given  (page  179.)  The  latter  ia  derived  from  Oharlea  Kirkpatrick  Bhorpe,  Eau., 
a  better  authority,  we  have  no  healtulion  in  laying,  on  queationa  of/uci  and  anIt'/iKirtan  ntcavS,  than 
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Mr  Wnltor  Nrnll,  who,  mnfmiv^r,  (vliUnlly  wrtiM  wild  m  liii|i»ffw^|*»nll»oilMn  x4  what  ha  Iwnl  IimH  t  vkcfMl 
Mr  Mh«r|i«'a  nwii  (rwutfalKar  «••  pmprWlor  of  l)»lry  nl  ih*  |»>l'>l,  aivI  Ii«  h«i  hlmolf  •iIUn  k*•^l  Ik*  Cml* 
r»Ul«l  kjr  kU  f*lh«r,  wki>  m*»  prMcnl  wk«ii  III*  clu'.ivarjr  wm  mmiU.  Tha  rwkUf,  knwavtr,  M  «<>•  knik 
nntutw iif  Ik* •lorjr,  anil  mm/  *il<>|it  wki<h  of  ihoin  iiUothx  kim  ><mI 

*  lllAM  Nik,  -I  mlwni  iIm  •Mrl'HM  wkI  iiarlli-ulM  tiviiuni  nf  Htr  Hwirit*  lAiklMrl'a  Miinl'<r  bjr  KWuA*i  af 
rWlrjr,  ll  M  Wiirlky  nf  »nili|<urUn  annnUllnn,  that  I'lilMlny  wm  •|i|«itMlai|  In  Im  Kllih»tii«|,  not  far  fnim  kla 
•wii  k<MiiM,  HiMawkar*  alxiiil  l>niiii«li*ii||l<'  A>  \\»  »m  a  man  •)(  family,  Ik*  kIUmI  waa  prtvalaly  aul  ilawn,  aii4 
Ika  iNiily  rarrlail  off.  A  C""'  •nany  jraara  ainia,  Miiiia  allara'l,in«  aara  tn  Ika  •nana  nf  IwInK  ntaiia  la  Ika  kwtM 
of  Dairy,  whan,  on  anUrtiliiK  a  olnaal  nr  I'allar  In  lli«  lownr  alnry,  a  ilU'nvary  wm  mkla  nf  a  •kaUlnii,  ami  wma 
fraifmanu  nf  Iron,  whii'h  ^wira)  |(anantlly  aiipiHiaMl  III  lia  ika  Imnaa  »f  lk«  KiiinUrar  I  'klaaUy.  Ilia  frlaniU  k*l 
pnilialily  mn'aalwl  tham  Ihara  whanlhay  wart  lahan  ilnwn  frniu  Ika  tfOilial,  aitil  an  n|ifHir«unlly  hail  iwaiirTaJ 
lur  raninvliitf  Ikani  laifnra  Ihalr  aiialama  waa  fnri|iillan.  1  wa«  l»M  nf  Ika  I'lreunwlanaa  liy  Mr  Jama*  Walkar, 
than  my  liMtlwr  In  nllt. «,  an<l  |iM|irl>bir  nf  Dairy.  I  tin  mil,  knwavar,  ra<inlla<t  ika  aiaal  cirnimalanta,  bal  I 
ilara  lay  fraiii'l' Wallinr  Oruiiiiiintnl  <'«n  aiipiily  my  ili-AiUnxy  nf  niain<iry,  — Yuan  truly,  Wai.Tia  HvutT. 
MlMUtawUk  FJMa,  t»lh  January  IXOI,    Tn  K,  W,  A,  Drumuunii  llajr,  Kait," 


XII.  8IU  DAVID  LINDSAY. 

In  th*  i|iinUtliin  frnni  HIr  l)uvl<l  Uti'lMy'*  Cimpt'iynl  (\n;(*  IK)),  tha  tail  nf  Chalinar*  haa  haan  fnllnwail. 
RIImIiI  aa  tlin  cliutiKx  \»  that  Ita  piiiirtuialnn  rn|l|i^'4  In  Minlar  it  <'urnii-t,  tha  altarallun  In  lla  mnaa  U  vary  oiNI« 
ilJaraUa,     It  ahuulil  Iw  rvait  ihua  :— 

"  Tha  drat  alllalila  that  thuw  dkl  mula 
Wm  |ia,  da,  l.yn.     lT|Min  Ilia  liila 
Than  pUyll  I  twaiitia  aprlngia  panpiair, 
QjLlIk  waa  grail  pUanur  fur  tu  Lair." 

"  Any  nlil  wnnian  In  HoHlaml,"  laya  HIr  Waltrr  H<'ntt,  In  hi*  nntaa  tn  Marminn,  "  will  Imr  wtliiaM  that  pa, 
</a,  /.y*i,  an'  tha  lint  I'ifnrta  nf  a  nhllil  to  auy  U'Aara'i  /Aii>i<f  Ata>(«iy  /"  A  atlll  Iwltar  nunlInK  nf  It  hoa  Imtn 
aii)(K<'at''>l,  anil  tha  tnia  nni-,  aa  wu  tliliik,  vli.,  I'tuff  /^iry  lAmUty.  Tlia  imniiiu  nf  l.lmlaay  hava  nuw  ccaaail  tu 
osciipy  thu  pliti'x  thi>y  •<>  Imix  lii>l<l  in  tha  lllirary  nf  thi>  Suntliali  I'nttaK*,  yet  auina  tran-  nf  thrlr  fnnuar  atudjr 
la  atlll  prvaiirvtHl  in  Ilia  coiiimnn  ruatlu  axpniaainn  uf  ai'uptlclam— /<'«  nn  taruwra  (A«  hroUtaf  /Aiyy  l,iitJiayl  — 
iniptyiug  tliat  nut  avni  Llmlaay,  wkniu  nulhlng  favaixia,  liaa  nutlcuti  tha  thing  In  i|u«allun. 


XIII.  UMFUAVILLE'8  CROSS. 


A  FCW  oililitional  notice*  of  thn  Hi^nttiih  Uiiifravilli'a  iiiiir  pi'rliii|M  liulp  to  ■ii((K(!*t  •  clue  to  the  date  of  rieetlon 
of  the  ancli'iit  inuia  thiit  foriin'rly  atiHxl  un  tin-  iHiuiuliiry  nf  the  llnmii){li  Miiir,  at  Ht  lipoiianr*  Uian  (|NkKu  WKI.) 
In  the  yvar  1304,  EilwunI,  linngahniika,  granted  an  indemnity  tu  the  Hcot*  under  cvrtuin  cunditiun*,  une  of 
which  iinpoacd  a  KniduuUil  aculu  uf  fine*  on  thu  Scnttlah  clorKy  and  nublua,  prupurtinuud  lu  ita  acverity  tu  the 
uppoaitiun  bu  hail  encountered  Fmiii  them,  and  the  tordlne**  uf  their  aubiiiiaaiun  lu  hi*  jiower.    Thu  lieavieat  uf 


IM|«tM4  fr««  kl*  ?MMU.-(Unl  ir*lU»'a  Amtala,  ♦•i|  I.  |>.  tM.)  TVK  •h.r«ft.f»,  In>II>*Im  niw  nt  iIm  •MW 
I  af  lk«  *••(•  iHiriMl  lllilr  K«Hll<lt  Invwlan.  IIU  IIm  wm  hi  •lUnil  >iv«r  •  yf\'A  nf  lait  jrMra,  king 
•  kl>k  IU«M>I  •••  IH  kl*  KM**,  Mil  n«Ml]r  •«i>rr  |<l*«'>  •>(  alnniilK  In  N...iUn<l  IimI  Imn  •rxlwl  frwM 
kl*  ImkMU*  MHi,  Tk*r«  otMa  llllU  r<cw»n  l<>  <I»hI>I  tk«l  lutplntm  <!•  I  NiftittllU  »»ul<l  Mrlf  xall  lilntMU  iif 
M  aftimrt  Mlljt  la  raM«M«  •  Uin\0i  r»k*  kxinloiwil  !•;  «t«k  •larlloiM,  •»•!  Iti  Iwiir  kl*  |NMt  In  •■|wlUnK  Ik* 
UvaiUf*  rmm  Ika  kln«iluM.    Tk«  rulU»lii«,  kimitai,  !•  ih«  vary  •llir.rani  Miminl  uf  NiaUl, tn  kla "  HM<iil>«l 

MMi  C'rilldl  raaiMkaoll  Ilia  KanllWH   Rnll  "  (|>.   II),  If  II  rafar  In  Ika  tMlla  |iar»KI       ' 

"  iKnalrMiM  ■<•  tliii|ikni<lla  wm  •  liwnrk  iif  liia  iHirntvllla  (amllji  ikal  wura  KnulUkiuaii,  Inil  pnwnanl 
•f  •  iltaM  Mtol*  In  Anifiw,  aiMl  alaawkara,  •hlik  Ikajr  li>al,  liaraMa  lka]r  •niilil  iml  r>niiUN<'a  ikair  •llaglMi«« 
li>  RnHUml,  Mill  Itirn  Imnaal  HrnlaiiiaH.  Ill  Ilia  mlla  "f  Kliiii  Hiilwrl  I ,  lliaro  am  ilmrtara  ii(  ImmU  HruiUil  I7 
Ikal  I'rinca,  u|jiin  Iha  narraiha  llial  tlia  laiwU  hail  ruriiiarljr  Italmigail,  ami  FiirMUil  tii  Ilia  Criiwn,  lijr  ika 
•llaimUr  uf  Inflramot  4*  VmphmnU. ' 

Al  an  —t\j  ilaU  Ika  NaoiiUk  rnifntvlllaa  iirrii|ilm|  a  hluk  rank.  In  114.1,  UllUrt  ila  rmrravllla,  Uinl  ii| 
Prailkiiw  ami  lUrlinllll,  In  NnrlkiinilM'ilanil,  Iwrania  Kart  uf  Anyiia,  liy  rl||lil  »t  liU  niarrlatia  wllk  Malllila, 
I'liunUaa  In  har  nwn  rliikl.  Tliv  iiania  <it  ilJIilnrlo  </a  VtnfrnmoiU  a|i|K'«r<  m  a  »lliiraa  (m  a  I'liiinriiiiillun 
uf  iina  uf  Ika  rliaHan  uf  HnlyriHal  AMwy,  Kranlnl  Itjr  WltUani  Ilia  l.jrnn  (lillwr  Carlariim  Kamla  Cruila,  |i, 
14)  I  anil  in  a aulia*i|urnl  ihartar  in  (hf  aamv  n-lim  ha  a|t|i»apiM  InaUiwInu  a  ritriikala  \<t  laiul  In  Kiiiahl  mi  tha 
A  libajr  (llilil,  |i.  34),  Thrav  liiilra  rail  alfnnl  iil  Ual  iiiiljr  Kriiiilula  fur  aiiritil«>  aa  In  lliii  kiilxlit  wliiiaa 
iiurial  rniaa  waa  not  alliiKallirr  ilininilalii-il  till  llic  yi-ur  liin,  Tlia  Ihw  uf  il,  wlilrli  rriuaiiinl  cm  ita  amli'nl 
■Ila  till  I  bat  raranl  ilalv,  waa  a  itinaa  uf  wlilnaluiia,  iiiriiaiirlnu  '""X  1*"  '■'''  ai|imri',  \\y  alaiiil  tliri'u  fml  lilnh 
abttva  grnuiiil,  Than  waa  a  ai|iiar«  hula  in  Iha  raiilr*  uf  II,  wlivrvin  Iha  aliafi  uf  Iha  rriaai  liaal  lawn  Inaartail, 
W*  an  Infurniril  that  it  waa  limkrii  up  atul  iiai'ii  fur  jhivImu  ilia  naul, 

Tha  |iuft  Claiiiirru,  uf  whiiiii  aunin  ariuiiiil  la  ^Um  in  a  aiin'tti'iliiiK  niiti',  liaa  ilailiratatl  an  ala^jr  In  Ika 
"TiinrAvlil  Nina,"  (>n  lAa  PoUtilioH  nf  St  himnnl't  lltit,  >l  eimffrultit nml antitHl huriat  fitiitt,  luar  KliiUurjik.'' 
Thu  fiillowlnii  alaniaa  will  Ita  aiiffii'lani  lu  ai-cuunt  fur  Ilia  runi|ilrlM  rnullialiun  uf  avrry  vaaliga  uf  ila  bna|iiul 
and  gravva  frum  Um  anvlaut  aiu  ;  — 

"  Tha  Mi«h  Priaal  (kara,  wllk  art  ami  aar», 
Halk  piiri'il  »ilk  (anlnar'a akill, 
Anil  Iranah'il  uul  kunaa  u(  Ailaiu'a  •ma, 
KaiNja'il  in  Uonanla  lllil I 

"  Uravaa  uf  Iha  ilaail,  Ihroon  up  wllk  apaila, 
Wban  lung  Ibay  aiiiiit  full  allil, 
Atul  tiirtii|ia  grow,  from  human  |Mjw,  •* 

UjiMiMl  Lauuaril'alimi" 


Xrvr.  0REYFRIAR8'  MONASTERY. 


Tni  rcaiilrnco  of  Henry  VI.  nf  EntiUml,  a*  well  a*  hia  htrulc  giirrn  ami  Ihrlr  non,  at  tha  OrajrMan 
llmiMUry  in  tha  (Iraaimarket,  after  lb*  tulal  iivrrthMW  of  that  unfurtunata  niunarch'*  ailhrrtnta  at  tha  Hnttia 
III  TowtuD,  ia  nfvrnil  to  in  tha  ducriiitiiin  of  tha  (lniMinark«t  (|mk«  17  ami  348).  Tha  viait  of  Henry 
to  tha  tkuttlah  caiiital  baa,  huwuvcr,  bean  altoKetlwr  Jeniul  by  loms  writen.  Tb*  fuUuwin||  DoU  by  Hir  W. 
Hcott,  on  tbu  Afth  canto  of  Manulun,  ought  to  place  tbia  at  leaat  beyond  doubt :— 
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"  Hmrj  VI.  with  hii  Queen,  hU  heir,  md  the  ehlefi  of  hie  family,  fled  to  Bootluid  «ft«r  the  hUl  Battle  of 
Towton.  In  thia  note  a  doubt  wai  formerly  eipreiied,  whether  Henry  VI.  came  to  Edinburgh,  though  hia 
Queen  certainly  did  ;  Mr  Pinkerton  inclining  to  believe  that  he  remained  at  Kirkcudbright.  But  my  noblt, 
friend  Lord  Napier  haa  pointed  out  to  me  a  grant  l)y  Henry  of  an  annuity  of  forty  marki  to  hii  Loniihip'e 
•neeitor,  John  Napier,  lubecribed  by  the  King  hinuelf  at  Sdinburyh,  the  tSth  day  of  Auguit,  in  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  hii  reign,  which  eorreipendi  to  the  year  of  Qnd,  1461.  Thii  grant,  Oouglu,  with  hit  ueual 
neglect  of  accuracy,  datea  in  1368.  But  thia  error  being  corrected  from  the  copy  in  Maefarlane'a  MSS.  pp.  IIB, 
ISO,  removee  all  Mseptlciam  on  the  lubject  of  Henry  VI.  being  really  at  Edinburgh.  John  Napier  waa  ion  and 
heir  of  Sir  Aleiander  Napier,  and  about  thie  time  wai  Provoat  of  Edinbuiigh.  The  hoepitable  reception  of  the 
diitteaaed  monarch  and  hii  family  called  forth  on  ScotUnd  the  encomium  of  Molinet,  a  oontemporaiy  poet. 
The  Engliih  people,  he  aayi,— 

Vng  nouTMu  my  er^erant, 

Par  deapitaux  roulolr, 
Le  Tieil  an  dabuuUrent, 
Kt  son  legitime  boir, 
Qui  (iiytjf  all*  prendre 
D'EaooH^  la  garand. 
Da  toui  airclaa  la  mandta, 
Et  la  pliu  toUarant'  "—IhcolUction  d<t  Jteaiilura. 

No  iuch  doubta  aeem  to  have  been  entertained  by  earlier  writen  on  the  queation  of  Henry'a  entertainment 
•t  Edinburgh.  The  author  of  the  Martial  Achievementa  remarka,  in  hli  Life  of  Jomei  III.  (Abercombie'a 
Martial  Achievement!,,  vol.  ii.  p.  384)  :— "A  battle  ensued  between  Caxton  and  Towton,  King  Edward  gained 
the  day,  and  King  Heniy,  hearing  of  the  event  (for  he  waa  not  allowed  to  be  at  the  battle,  hia  preaence  being 
thought  fatal  to  either  of  the  parties  that  hod  it),  hastened  with  hia  wife  and  only  son,  first  to  Berwick,  where 
he  left  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  then  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  received  with  uncommon  civility,  being 
honourably  lodged  and  royally  entertained  by  the  joint  conaent  of  the  then  Regenta." 

The  same  writer,  after  detailing  various  negotiations,  and  the  final  agreement  entered  into,  between  Henry 
and  the  administrators  of  Qovemment  in  Scotland,  James  III.  being  then  a  minor,  adds  : — "These  tianaactiona 
being  completed,  the  indefatigable  Queen  of  England  left  the  King,  her  husband,  at  lua  lodginga  in  the  Orey- 
Friers  of  Edinburgh,  where  hii  own  inclinationa  to  devotion  and  aolitude  made  him  choose  to  reaide,  and  went 
with  her  aon  into  France."— <Ibid,  p.  386.) 


XV.  THE  WHITEFKIABS'  MONASTERY. 


Ths  following  curious  fact,  relating  to  the  Monastery  of  the  Carmelite  Friars,  founded  at  Oreenaide,  under  the 
Calton  Hill,  in  the  year  1686,  ia  appended  in  the  form  of  a  note  to  the  deacription  of  thia  monaatic  order,  in  the 
third  part  of  "  Lecturea  on  the  Religioua  Antiquitiea  of  Ed  inburgh,  by  a  Member  of  the  Holy  Quild  of  St 
Joaeph"  (p.  129),  and  ia  atated,  we  liave  reason  to  believe,  on  the  authority  of  a  well-known  Scuttiah 
antiquary  : — 

"  Tlie  humble  brother  of  our  Holy  Guild  who  ia  now  engaged  in  an  endeavour  to  form  a  MoniuUcon  Seoti- 
canum,  informame,  on  undoubted  authority,  that  the  succeasion  of  the  Prion  of  Oreenside  is  stiil  perpetuated  in 
the  Carmelite  Convent  at  Rome,  and  hia  infornumt  has  seen  the  friar  who  bore  the  title  of  II  Padrt  Priore 
di  Qnmnde." 
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XVI.  ST  KATHEBINE'S  WELL 

Thi  nuVTelloai  hintorjr  of  the  origin  of  thii  well  (ttaga  418}  retU  on  veiy  mrljr  anthoritjr.  Boeea  givn  th« 
following  Mcount  of  both  th«  well  and  chapel :— "  Ab  hoo  oppido  plui  minui  duobui  paMUom  miUibui,  font 
«ui  olei  RUtUa  innatant,  acatturit  ea  vi,  ut  ai  nihil  inde  coUogerii,  nihilo  plua  confluat ;  qnamtunivia  autem 
•bituleria  nihiln  minua  remaneat.  NaUm  cms  aiunt  elTuM  illic  oleo  Div«  Catherinn,  quud  ad  Divam 
Maigaritam,  ex  Monte  Binai  adferebatur.  Fidera  rei  faciunt,  Fonti  nomen  Dir«  Catherina  inditnm,  alqoa  in 
^ludem  honorcm  aaccUum  juxta,  Div»  MarKarit^e  juuu  ndiflcaturo.  Valet  hoc  oleum  contra  variaa  cutia 
icabriciea,"  Dr  Tomer  thua  deacribea  the  iuUtance  which  forma  the  peculiar  characteriatio  of  thii  and  aimilar 
wella  :— 

"  Petroleum  and  Bitumen.  Under  theae  namea  are  known  certain  natural  Uirrj  nuktten,  more  or  leaa  fluid, 
which  hare  evidently  reaalted  from  the  decomposition  of  wood  or  coal,  either  by  heat  or  by  apontaneoua  action 
under  the  aurfaea  of  the  earth.  The  moat  celebrated  are  thoae  of  Penia  and  the  Birman  empire,  and  of  Amiano 
in  Italy."— (ElemenU  of  Chemiatiy,  aeventh  edition,  p.  1188.) 

The  following  analysia  of  the  water  of  Bt  Katherine'a  Well  has  been  made  expreaaly  for  thia  work,  in  the 
chemical  kboratory  of  Dr  Qeorge  Wilaon,  F.S.A.  :— "The  water  from  St  Katherine'a  Well  containa,  after 
filtration,  in  each  imperial  gallon,  gra.  S8.ll  of  solid  matter,  of  which  gra.  8,40  coniista  of  soluble  sulphates 
and  ohloridea  of  the  earths  and  alkalies,  and  gra.  19.66  of  insoluble  calcareoua  carbonates." 


XVII.  CLAUDERO. 


Thi  eccentric  poet  Clandtro  deserves  special  notice  among  the  Memorials  of  Edinburgh  in  the  olden  time, 
as  he  has  not  only  commemorated  in  his  verse  some  of  the  most  striking  objects  of  the  Old  Town  that  have 
disappeared,  but  he  appeara  to  have  been  almost  the  sole  remonstrant  against  their  reckleaa  demolition. 
Jamea  Wilaon,  the  poet  and  satirist,  who  amused  the  citisena  some  eighty  years  ago  with  his  humorous  and 
somewhat  coarse  lampoons,  was  a  native  of  Cumbernauld,  some  of  whose  characters  form  the  subject  of  his 
vene.  He  was  a  cripple,  in  consequence,  it  is  said,  nf  the  merciless  beating,  he  received  from  hin  own  parish 
minister  at  Cumbernauld,  where  he  had  rendered  himself  an  object  of  univenal  hatred  or  fear  by  his  mischief- 
loving  disposition.  The  account  of  this  unwonted  practice  of  clerical  discipline,  which  is  given  in  the 
Traditions  of  Edinburgh,  states  that  the  occasion  of  his  lameness  was  a  pebble  thrown  from  a  tree  at  the  minister 
who,  having  been  previously  exasperated  by  his  tricks,  chased  him  to  the  end  of  a  closed  lane,  and  with  Itis 
cane  inflicted  such  personal  chastisement,  as  rendered  him  a  cripple,  and  a  hater  of  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy 
all  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  went  with  a  crutch  under  one  orm,  and  a  staff  in  the  opposite  hand  ;  one  withered 
leg  swinging  entirely  free  from  the  ground.  The  poetical  merita  of  Claudeio's  compositions  are  of  no  very 
high  order,  but  it  can  hardly  be  doubtetl,  notwithstanding,  that  all  this  youthful  energy  which  rendered  him 
BO  great  »  torment  to  the  whole  village  and  parish,  might  have  been  turned  to  some  good  account  under  gentler 
moral  suasion  than  his  Reverence  of  Cimibemauld  applied  with  thtpaitoral  itaffto  his  unruly  parishioner. 

Claudero  had  the  good  sense  to  disarm  his  numerous  enemies  of  the  handle  they  might  find  in  the  satirist^s 
own  personal  deformity,  by  being  the  first  to  laugh  at  himself.  In  his  Mucellanitt  in  Prott  anA  Vtru, 
published  in  1766,  and  dedicated  to  the  renowned  Peter  Williamson,  he  remarks  in  the  author's  preface  :— "  I 
am  regardless  of  critics ;  perhaps  some  of  my  lines  want  a  foot  j  but  then,  if  the  critic  look  sharp  out,  he  will 
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find  that  Iom  nffloiently  luppUod  in  other  places,  where  they  have  a  foot  too  much ;  and  beiidea  mta't  worki 
generally  reeemble  themielvet— if  the  poemi  are  lame,  w  ii  the  author  I " 

Claudero  lived  oiteniibly  by  teaching  a  lohool,  which  he  kept  in  an  eld  tenement  in  the  Cowgate,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  High  School  Wymi.  By  hie  poetic  elfusiom  he  contrived  to  eke  out  a  preeariou*  income,  deriving 
no  unfreqnent  additions  to  his  slender  purse,  both  by  famishing  laropoonj  to  his  lest  witty  feUow-eitiiena  who 
desired  to  take  their  revenge  on  some  offending  neighbour  by  such  means,  and  by  engaging  to  suppress  similar 
eifbsiona,  which  he  frequently  composed  on  some  of  the  rich  but  sensitive  old  bnighen,  who  willingly  feed 
him  to  secure  themselves  against  snch  a  public  pillory.  He  latterly  added  to  his  proftuional  income  by  per- 
forming kalf-mirk  marriages,  an  occupation  which,  no  doubt,  aflorded  him  additional  satisfaction,  as  he  was 
thereby  taking  their  legitimate  duties  out  of  the  hands  of  his  old  enemies,  the  clergy. 

CUudero,  like  other  great  men  who  have  kept  the  world  in  awe,  was  himself  subjected  to  a  domestie  rule 
sniflciently  severe  to  atone  to  his  bitterest  enemies  for  the  wrongs  they  suffered  from  his  pen.  His  wife  was  an 
accomplished  virago,  whose  shrewish  tongue  subdued  the  poetic  flte  of  the  poor  satirist  the  moment  he  came 
within  her  sphere,  though,  probably  with  little  increase  to  her  own  comfort  Like  other  poetsF  helpmates,  she 
had,  no  doubt,  frequent  occasion  to  complain  of  an  empty  larder,  and  the  shrill  notes  of  her  usual  welcome 
often  helped  to  send  the  not  unwilling  Itard  to  some  favourite  hottf,  with  its  jolly  circle  of  boon  companions. 

"  The  first  piece  in  Claudero's  collected  poems  is,  "  The  Echo  of  the  Royal  Porch  of  the  Palace  of  Holy- 
rood-House,  which  fell  under  Military  Execution,  Anno  17&3.''  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  military 
guardians  of  the  Palace  had  been  employed  in  this  wanton  act  of  destruction.  The  poet— or  rather  the  Echo 
of  the  Old  Porch— thus  speaks  of  these  "  Sons  of  Mors,  with  black  cockade :  *— 

"  They  do  not  slwsys  deal  in  blood  ; 
Nor  yet  in  brraking  humu  bonss, 
For  Quixot-Uke  tbey  knock  down  stones. 
Ragardleu  they  the  mattock  ply, 
To  root  out  Scots  antiquity. " 

In  the  same  vein  the  poet  mourns  the  nuccessive  demolition  of  the  most  venerable  antiquities  of  Edinburgh  j 
generally  allowing  the  expiring  relic  to  speak  its  own  grievances.  The  following  is  the  lament  for  the  old  City 
Croes,  which,  Claudero  insinuates  in  the  hut  line,  was  demolished  lest  its  tattered  and  time-worn  visage  should 
shame  the  handsome  polished  front  of  the  Xow  Exchange  ;  and  this  idea  is  enhuged  on  in  the  piece  with  which 
it  is  followed  up  in  the  collection,  entitled :— "  The  serious  advice  and  exhortation  of  the  Royal  Exchange  to 
the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  immediately  before  its  execution." 

■'  Tk€  LaU  Sptteh  and  Dying  Worth  oftht  Cnu  of  Sdinburgh,  wItUk  WM  htngtd,  drawn,  and  fOoHtrtd,  on 
Monday  Ot*  16(A  (^ March  17E6, /or  tht  horrid  Crime  o/being  an  AicuMtraiu*  lo  Us  i^rttts— 

Te  sons  of  Scotia,  mourn  and  weep. 
Express  your  grief  with  sorrow  deep } 
Let  sged  lirea  be  bath'd  in  tean^ 
And  ev'ry  heart  be  fiU'd  with  (ears ; 
I^t  rugged  rocki  with  grief  abound, 
•  And  Echos  multiply  tlie  sound ; 

Let  rivers,  hills,  let  woods  and  plains, 
Let  morning  dews,  let  winds  and  nins. 
United  join  to  aid  my  woe, 

And  loudly  mourn  my  overthrow. 

For  Artkur'$  Or'n  and  Edinhurgk  Crou, 
Have,  by  new  schemers,  got  a  toaa ; 
We,  heela  o'er  head,  are  tumbled  down, 
The  modem  taate  is  London  town. 
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I WM  buUt  up  in  OtMe  timw^ 
And  han  itood  NTcnl  hundnd  ralgni ) 
Siond  taj  mtni'iy  and  mj  nam*, 
Vor  kiDga  and  quMoa  I  did  procUim. 
I  pwuw  and  war  did  oft  daolan, 
And  roiuad  mjr  oountrjr  tT'rjrwbar* : 
Your  anoaatora  around  ma  walk'd ; 
Tour  kinga  and  noblaa  'aida  ma  talk'd ; 
And  lada  and  laaaaa,  witli  deliglit, 
Sat  trjrat  with  ma  to  maat  at  night ; 
Mo  tryatar  a'er  waa  at  a  luaa, 
For  wliy,  /  'Umttt  yon  at  tKt  Crou.  \ 
I  eountrj  paopla  did  diraot 
Tlirougli  all  tha  oitjr  with  taapw^ 
Who  miaiing  m«,  will  look  aa  droll 
Aa  muinara  without  tha  pola. 
On  ma  graat  men  have  loat  their  liTea, 
And  lor  a  mai'iidi  left  their  wivea. 
I40W  roguea  likawaya  oft  got  a  peg 

With  turnip, ,  or  rotten  egg  i 

And  when  the  mob  did  miea  their  butt, 

I  waa  bedaubed  like  any  alut. 

With  loyal  men,  on  loyal  daya, 

I  dreaa'd  myaelf  in  lovely  baya, 

And  with  aweet  applea  treat  the  crowd. 

While  they  huaaa'd  around  me  loud. 

Profeaaiona  many  have  I  aeen, 
And  never  have  dlaturbed  been, 
I  've  aeen  the  Tory  party  alain. 
And  Whigt  exulting  o'er  tha  plain : 
I  've  aeen  again  the  Toria  riae, 
And  with  loud  ahouting  pierce  the  akiea, 
Then  crown  their  king,  and  ohoae  the  Whig 
From  PttUland  Hill  to  Bothmll  Brig. 
I  've  aeen  the  cov'nanta  by  all  awom, 
And  liknwiae  aeen  them  burnt  and  torn. 
I  neutral  atood,  aa  peaceful  Quaber, 
With  neither  aida  waa  I  partaker. 

I  wiab  my  life  had  longer  been, 
That  I  might  greater  ferliea  aeen  1 
Or  elae  like  other  tbinga  decay. 
Which  Time  alone  doth  waate  away : 
But  aince  I  now  muat  loae  my  head, 
I,  at  my  laat,  thia  letaon  read : 
'Tbo'  wealth,  and  youth,  and  beauty  ahine. 
And  all  the  gracea  round  you  twine. 
Think  on  your  end,  nor  proud  beave. 
There  'a  nothing  aure  thia  aide  the  grave.' 

Ye  jolly  youtha,  with  richeat  wine. 
Who  drunk  my  dirge,  fur  your  proplue, 
I  do  bequeath  my  laating  boon  : 
May  beav'n  preaerve  you  late  and  aoon  : 
May  royal  wine,  in  royal  bnwla. 
And  lovely  women  cheer  your  aoula, 
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TtU  bjr  old  If*  jou  ftntlj  di*^ 
To  Ut«  ImmorUI  in  Um  (ky. 

To  own  atj  laulU  I  Iut*  bo  »UI, 
For  I  Iut*  don*  both  food  kod  t!'.  j 
Ai  to  Um  crime  (or  wbiob  I  dio, 
To  mx  but  |up,  S»t  g»Ulf,  I. 
But  to  Ibia  mifiitorial  h»to 
I  thall  uaign  the  priitio*  d*t«. 
Whan  th«  intrapid,  nutcblaaa  Cbarlaa 
Cam*  bar*  with  many  HIgbUod  Carta, 
And  o'er  taj  to|i,  Id  public  aight, 
ProcUlm'd  aloud  hia  Fatbar'a  Hight ) 
From  thai  dajr  forth  it  waa  agraad, 
That  I  ahould  aa  »  Kabal  blaad  ! 
And  at  thialima  tbay  think  it  macl 
To  auatch  mjr  (abris  off  tha  atraat, 
Laat  I  ahould  tall  to  tham  onaa  mora 
Th*  talc  I  tuld  tan  yaara  bafor*. 

At  Dj  daatioyara  bear  no  grudgt, 
Mor  do  jrou  (tain  thair  maaon-lodga, 
Tbo'  wall  majr  all  bjr-atandan  aa* 
Tbat  battar  maaona  built  up  ma. 
Tha  rojral  atatu*  in  th*  cloa* 
Will  abar*  tha  (at*  of  mc,  poor  Croaa ; 
Htav'na,  earth,  and  a*aa,  all  in  a  rang*, 
Like  me,  will  ptriah  for  MtduHtg*." 

Few  civic  event*  connected  with  the  deitruction  of  old,  or  the  leariog  of  new  building*,  eacspe  the  poet'* 
notice.  One  poem  record*  the  repair  of  the  Abbey  Church  ;  another  mourn*  the  rifling  of  it*  icpulchrei ;  a 
third  refers  to  the  laying  the  foundation-stone  of  St  Bernard'*  Mineral  Well,  16th  September  1760 ;  while  be- 
tween these  are  lampoons  and  eulogies  on  old  citixens,  moit  of  them  long  since  forgotten.  The  fate  of  the  Xether 
Bow  Port,  which  he  witnessed,  forms  the  subject  of  some  of  his  wittiest  prose,  in  "  A  Sennon  prcachetl  by 
Claudero,  on  the  Condemnation  of  the  Nether  Bow  Porch  of  Edinburgh,  9th  July  1764,  before  a  crowded 
audience."  A  brief  extract  from  this  will  suffice  for  an  example  of  his  humour,  which  is  the  more  curious,  a* 
what  was  then  extravagant  hyperbole,  sounds  now  like  the  shrewdest  foresight  : — 

"  What  was  too  hard  for  the  great  ones  of  the  earth,  yea  even  queens,  to  effect,  is  now,  even  now  in  our  day, 
accomplished.  No  patriot  duke  opposeth  the  scheme,  as  did  the  great  Argyll  in  the  grand  senate  of  our  nation  ; 
therefore  the  project  shall  go  into  execution,  and  down  shall  Edina's  lofty  porches  be  hurled  with  a  vengeance. 
— Streets  shall  be  extended  to  the  east,  regular  and  beautiful,  as  far  as  the  Frigate  Whins,  and  Porto  BcUo  shall 
be  a  lodge  for  the  captors  of  tea  and  brandy.  The  city  shall  be  joined  to  Leith  on  the  North,  and  a  procession 
of  wise  masons  shall  there  lay  the  foundation  of  a  spacious  harbour.  Pequin  or  Nanquiu  shall  not  be  able  to 
compare  with  Edina  for  magnificence.  Our  city  shall  be  the  greatest  wonder  of  the  world  ;  and  the  fame  of 
its  glory  shall  reach  the  distant  ends  of  the  earth. 

"  No  more  shall  the  porch  resound  to  the  hammer  of  the  cheerful  Zaccheus ;  and  hi*  neighbouia  are  bathed 
in  tear*  at  the  overthrow  of  his  well-tuned  anviL 

"  The  Nether  Bow  coffee-house  of  the  loyal  Smietoa  can  now  no  longer  enjoy  it*  ancient  name  with  pro- 
priety ;  and  from  henceforth  Th»  Revolulion  Coffethouu  shall  its  name  be  calleil. 

"  Our  gates  must  be  extended  wide  for  accommodating  the  gilded  chariots,  which,  from  the  luxury  of  the  age, 
are  become  numerous. — With  an  impetuous  career  they  jostle  against  one  another  in  our  streets,  and  the  unwary 
foot-passenger  is  in  danger  of  being  crushed  to  pieces. 
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"  TIm  loadad  cut  itMlf  unnot  withttud  their  fury,  and  the  hldaoui  yelU  of  Ootl  Johnia  r«iouiul  through 
tha  vaulted  ikjr.— Tha  lour-niilk  bamli  are  overturned,  and  delu|{oi  of  Contorphina  craam  run  down  our 
atrandi,  while  the  poor  unliappy  milk-maid  wringi  her  handa  with  sorrow. 

"  Who,  then,  can  blame  tha  wiia  guardian*  of  Edina,  whoea  gtcateit  care  i»  the  praiervatlon  of  har  people 
and  the  lafety  of  her  inhabitanU  I— Be  hudi,  therefore,  ye  malevolent  tonguei,  let  sedition  pariah,  and  aiOmoai- 
tiaa  be  foiigotten." 

Thia  ii  followed  by  a  aoUloquy  of  tha  old  Port,  narrating  lonia  faoU  in  iU  own  hiitoiy  not  unworthy  of 
being  recorded  :— 

"  TU  laH  Sjmch,  Om/tuioH,  and  Dying  >Kofrf»,  o/M*  NiOur  Bow  Poreh  o/Sdinhirsh,  vkith  leoa  npotd 

to  roup  andiaUon  Thunday,  tkt  9lk  of  Augiut  1764  :— 
"  I  waa  erected  by  King  Jamea  VI.  of  aver-glorioua  memory,  whoae  efilglea  was  put  upon  my  inside,  and  ',iood 
there,  till  demolished  by  VrcmmH  tha  Usurper,    My  inMrlptiun  is  as  follows  :— 

A  nag. 

Aria  axoubo. 

Jioobua  Rai. 
Kon  lie  exoubin,  nao  olrouiiutantia  ptia, 
Ul  tutatnr  amor.— 

Bnglishad  thus  :~ 
Watoh-tow'n,  and  thunU'rIng  walla,  vain  ftaosii  prove ; 
Mu  guarda  to  monaroha  liko  their  peopla'i  luva. 
Jaoubua  VI.  Rex,  Anna  Regina,  1606. 

"  Hay  my  clock  be  atruck  dumb  in  the  other  world,  if  I  lie  in  this ;  and  may  Mack,  the  reformer  of  Edina't 
lofty  apirea, never  beatride  my  weathercock  on  high,  if  I  deviate  from  truth  in  theao  my  lost  words.  Tho'  my  fabriu 
shall  be  levelled  with  the  duat  of  the  earth,  yet  I  fall  in  hope,  that  my  Cock  ahall  be  exulted  on  some  more 
modem  dome,  where  it  shall  shine  like  the  burnished  gold,  roflocting  the  rays  of  the  sun  to  tho  eyes  of  ages 
unborn.  The  daring  Mack  shall  yet  look  down  from  my  Cock,  high  in  the  airy  region,  to  the  brandy  ahopa 
below,  where  large  grey-behnls  Ahall  appear  to  him  no  bigger  than  mutchkin  bottles,  and  mutchkin  bottles  aboil 
be  in  his  sight  like  tho  spark  of  a  diamond. 

"  Many,  alas  I  have  been  my  crimes,  but  the  greatest  of  all  was,  receiving  the  head  of  the  brave  Marquis  of 
Montrose  from  the  hands  of  doatonlly  miscreants,"  &c. 

What  the  exact  date  or  the  incidents  that  marked  the  close  ot  tho  poet's  history  were,  we  are  not  aware, 
though  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  guess  the  probable  career  of  such  a  worshipiicr  at  the  shrines  of  Bacchus  and 
the  Muses.  We  learn  from  his  poems  that  ho  visited  London  in  176S— if  wo  ar«  safe  in  drawing  such  inferencea 
from  any  declaration  of  bis  vene.  Ho  seems  to  hint  at  a  final  abandonment  of  Edinburgh,  its  tasteless  citizens 
being  left  free  to  get  a  bill  for  remaving,  not  tlie  Cross  alone,  but  even  King  Charles's  statue,  the  pride  of  the 
Scottish  capital,from  Parliament  Close,  without  any  one  molesting  them  with  remonstranot  in  prose'or  rhyme.  All 
classes  are  represented  as  mourning  tho  loss  of  this  personiflcatior  of  virtue  clad  in  satiric  guise.  There  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  he  died  at  Edinburgh  in  1789,  after  having  been  one  of  the  most  noted  among  the  minor 
characters  in  its  compact  little  community  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  His  ghost  may  address  the  bereaved 
capital  on  his  final  exit,  in  a  verse  of  the  "  Epistle  to  Claudero,  on  his  arrival  at  London,  176S  :"— 

"  Now  vice  may  rear  bar  hydra's  head, 
And  strike  defenceless  virtue  dead  ; 
Religion's  heart  may  melt  add  bleed 

With  grief  and  sorrow, 
Since  aatira  from  your  streets  is  fled, 

Pour  Edinburrow  I " 
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XVIIL  ST  GILES'S  CHURCH. 

Tri  Mcompuijrlng  grounJ-plMi  of  St  Gllei'i  Church  i«  Jwijfnod  to  IlluitnU  th*  dMcripUon  of  the  lueeM- 
i1t«  •dJitioni  to  thtt  uclcut  PuUh  Churvb  of  Edinburgh,  givsn  in  tha  concluding  chsptur  (pp.  ST'-jM).  It 
•xhlbiti  it  If  it  oxiited  previuui  to  tha  alttrktiont  uf  18S0,  knd  with  tha  macant  building*  wliioh  h«va  baan 
iUccoMJvely  removvd  during  the  praaant  century.  Wo  ara  indebted  for  the  origiiwl  drowliij;  to  the  Rev.  John 
Blme,  ehaplain  of  Trinity  Uoapitkl,  whoaa  iuganlou*  modal  of  tha  Old  Church,  with  tha  Tulbooth,  Luckanboothi, 
Ac,  haa  already  been  rufcrrad  to, 

RiriMMOU  TO  TBI  QaoOMD-PUN. 

The  light  lubdiviaioni  between  the  pllUr*  mark  the  party  walla  with  which  the  ancient  chuKh  wai  partitioned 
off  Into  leveral  plocoa  of  wonhip.  The  large  lutten  of  reference  In  each  mark  the  earlieit  aitei  of  tha  pulplta. 
If  allow*  the  old  poaitiou  of  I)r  WcbaturV  pulpit  In  the  Tolbooth  Church,  from  which  It  waa  removed  about  tha 
yeur  1792  to  Ita  latter  poaitiuu  ngainat  the  *outh  wall,  in  front  of  the  old  turnpike,  now  demoU*hed.  K  Indlcatea 
the  aite  of  the  old  pnlpit  of  the  High  Kirk,  from  whence  It  waa  removed  about  the  year*  177S-8(),  to  Ita  praaent 
poaitiuu  111  front  uf  the  great  eaat  window.  Previoua  to  thi*  alteration,  the  king'*  teat  projected  In  front  of  tha 
pillar  directly  oppoalte  the  pulpit,  ao  that  hi*  M^jealy,  or  the  aucceaaive  repreaentatlvea  of  royalty  who  occupied 
it,  wera  within  a  convenient  converaatlonal  diatance  of  the  preacher.  Thia  throw*  oon*iderable  light  on  tha 
frequent  indecoroua  coltoqulea  that  were  wont  to  enaue  between  Jame*  VI.  and  the  preacher*  in  the  High  Kirk  ; 
and  *howi  how  very  pointed  and  Irritating  to  royalty  muat  the  rebuke*  and  peraonalllle*  have  been,  in  which 
the  divine*  of  that  day  were  accuitomcd  to  indulge,  aeated  oa  hi*  Hi\je*ty  thui  waa  vw-o-vii  with  hia  unoourtly 
chaplain,  like  a  culprit  on  the  atool  of  repentance.  King  Jamea,  however,  uaed  to  bandy  worda  with  the 
preacher  with  a  tolerably  good-natured  indifference  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 

The  following  referencea  will  enable  the  reader  to  Und  without  dlfflculty  the  chief  object*  of  intereat  in  St 
Oilea'a  Church,  alluded  to  in  the  courae  of  the  work  :— 

a  The  Preaton,  or  Aaaembly  AUIe,  where  the  Qeueral  Aaaambly  of  tha  Church  of  Scotland  held  ita 
annual  aeaalona  previous  to  1820. 

h  The  Montriise  Aiale. 

e  The  Tomb  of  John,  fourth  Earl  of  AthoU. 

d  The  Tomb  of  the  Regent  Murray. 

t  Duor  which  atood  always  opeu  during  the  day,  approached  by  a  flight  of  step*  from  the  Parliament 
Close. 

/  Ancient  Tomb  (described  on  page  386),  suld  to  bt  that  of  William  Sinchur,  Earl  of  Orkney,  created 
Earl  of  Caithness  by  James  II.,  In  1455.  The  whole  of  this  chapel  to  the  west  of  the  buttress  and  centra 
pillar  is  now  removed. 

^T  The  South  Porch,  built  in  1387.  The  beautiful  doorway  hns  been  rebuilt  between  the  south  pllUra 
of  the  tower,  as  on  entrance  to  the  (M  Kirk,  Above  this  porch  was  the  Painted  Chamber  (vid*  page 
385),  in  wliich  a  number  of  ancient  charters  were  discovered  in  1829,  which,  with  the  turret  staircase 
indicated  in  the  plan,  and  the  beautiful  little  dormer  window  that  lighted  the  Priest's  Chamber,  all  dis- 
appeared under  the  hands  of  the  rutoreri, 

h  The  five  Chapels  built  in  1387.    The  two  west  ones  are  now  demolished. 

t  The  Pillir  of  the  Albany  Cliapel  (eida  p.  388),  decorated  with  the  arms  of  Robert  Duke  of  Albany, 
and  the  Earl  of  Douglas. 
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\  Tht  Mielnit  Korth  Porch,  with  fln*  Nnrronn  duorway,  demotUhail  Kbont  17110.  Tha  room  above, 
intond  by  tbt  narrow  tum|ilk«  itair  Indicated  In  tba  plan,  waa  tha  pUea  of  cnnflntment  o(  Hir  John 
Gordon  of  lladdo,  in  1044.    Thii,  and  tht  ailjoining  cbapal  to  tha  aaat,  ar*  now  cntinljr  mnovad. 

1  A  modom  Doorway  into  Haddo'a  Hold  Kirk,  now  built  up. 

m  11  odarn  North  Doorway  to  tha  Old  Kirk. 

«  Entiuiea  to  tha  old  fialf^  Turret,  being  a  paaaaga  partitioned  off  (Km  8t  Eloi'a  Chapel,  nearly  the 
whole  iite  of  which  ii  now  occupied  with  the  new  Belfry  Turret 

0  North  Traniept  and  Aiale,  uaed  aa  the  City  Clvrk'i  Chambara. 
f  Opening  under  the  Belfry. 

f  Modem  North  Entrancea  to  the  High  Kirk,  now  built  up. 
r  The  Napier  Tomb. 

•  Our  Lady*!  Niche. 

1  Modem  Houth  Entrance  lo  the  High  Kirk,  now  built  up. 
u  Entmnce  to  the  Aiwcnibly  Aide. 

«  Old  Kirk  Style,  or  Stinking  Style. 

M  Entrance  to  the  Old  Tolbooth,  aHaulted  by  the  Porteoua  Mob  in  1636,  and  now  rebuilt  at  Abbotafonl. 

•  Beth'a  or  B«ea  Wynd. 

y  Covered  Pouoge  from  the  ToU)ooth  to  Parliament  Cloee,  through  the  New  Tolbooth  or  Council  Hout*. 

It  ii  not  unworthy  of  notice  here  that  the  Town  Council  Reconle  prove  that  the  different  chaplainriea  of  St 
Oilca'i  Church,  wen  held  long  after  the  Reformation  bod  pulled  down  the  nltan  and  aboliahed  their  wrvicea. 
In  September  16S0,  "  Jomee  Lennox  ii  elected  chaplain  of  the  Chapelry  of  the  Holy  Rood  and  Holy  Croae,  in 
the  Burgh  Kirk  YuaI  of  Saint  Oilea."  Thie,  no  doubt,  refcn  to  the  chapel  founded  and  endowed  by  Walter 
Chopman  in  1588.  Every  vestige  of  the  chapel  hod  diaappeared  hulf  a  century  before,  and  it  ia  doubtful  if  oven 
the  lower  churchyard,  in  which  it  had  ■tood,  waa  in  exiatence  at  the  date  of  thia  election  ;  though  it  ii  pro- 
bable that  the  "  ytthtr  Kirkyard  "  remained  in  uae  long  after  the  upper  yard  had  been  obandoned  ns  a  place  of 
•ei'dturc.  So  late  aa  March  ^''.,  1CS9,  "John  Voir  ia  elected  chaplane  of  Ht  Ninoan'a  Altar  in  the  College 
Kirk  of  St  O".-. 


St  Gilib's  CucRCBTAltD.— In  Edgar'a  map  of  Old  Edinburgh  there  ia  abown  about  the  middle  of  Forreater'a 
Wynd,  on  the  eaat  aide,  a  email  open  court,  which  retained,  till  near  the  cloae  of  laat  century,  diatinct  marka  oi 
having  formed  the  entrance  to  the  lower  Churchyard  of  St  Qilea.  It  waa  pointed  out  aa  auch  early  in  the 
preaent  century  to  the  Rev.  John  Sime,  by  Mr  Cunningham,  the  builder  of  Purtobello  Tower, — a  fabric,  wherein 
the  chief  aculptured  atonea  and  other  relica  of  the  ancient  tenements  demoliahed  to  make  way  for  the  South 
Bridge,  have  been  proaerved.  Mr  Cunningham  deacribed  a  curioua  piece  of  aculpture,  emblematic  of  death, 
which  appropriately  decorated  the  lintel  of  the  ancient  gateway  through  which  our  forefathera  were  wont  to  be 
borne  to  their  laat  rcating-place.  It  ia  the  aame  aculptured  lintel,  we  have  no  doubt,  which  ia  thua  alluded  to 
in  the  Edinburgh  Magazine  for  July  1800, — "  A  long  atone,  on  which  waa  curioualy  aculptnTe<l  a  group  reaem- 
bling  ffolbrin'i  Danct  of  Death,  waa  aome  montha  ago  diacovered  at  the  head  of  Forreater'a  Wynd,  which,  in 
former  daya  waa  the  weatem  boundary  of  St  Qilea'a  High  Churchyard.  Thia  relic  waa  much  defaced,  and 
broken  in  two,  by  being  careleaaly  toaaed  down  by  the  workmen.  It  waa  a  curioua  piece.  Amid  other 
muaiciana  who  brought  up  the  rear,  waa  an  angel  playing  on  the  Highland  bagpipe,— a  national  conceit,  which 
appears  also  on  the  entablature  of  one  of  the  pillara  of  the  aupremely  elegant  Gothic  chapel  at  Roelin."  We  look 
in  vain  now  for  thia  aingular  apccimen  of  early  Scottiah  art,  where  it  ahould  have  been  preaerved,  in  the 
Muaeum  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland. 


Oak  Coffins.— a  duacription  ia  given  (page  330),  of  the  discovery  of  oaken  coilina  on  the  aite  of  the 
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loww  ehurehytfd,  In  1844 1  the  fullowinic  nnticM  of  th«  Town  Rounelt  lUconii,  ImllMlM  the  lUt*  Md  rwMn 
of  thiir  dUuM.  An  Aol  nf  (!uunoil,  H*pti>mbcr  .Ktth,  lal^  "  DiiohaqiM  (kk  KUU  to  Im  mad*  for  buiuiU  of 
th«  dcMMol  ptnoHM  within  ih*  nrniigh."  Thii,  how*v«r,  miul  hav*  ro*t  with  rtry  •tlMht  atttntlnn,  th* 
•neUnI  VMi/f*  In  n>r»renct  to  th*  burUI  of  th*  d*«il  iMlng  in  all  niuntriM  and  itat**  of  Mioiaty  th*  moat 
difficult  to  •radlcata.  Anolhtr  Art  of  th*  Town  (Council,  In  F*hriiary  l«3A,  prohibit*  th*  OA  Kitli  balnR 
hronnht  to  th*  QrajrfHan'  Churchyard,  "  Thc-burial  plae*  In  nrcjrfrian  bring  acarc*  capalil*  of  th*  d*ail  bodita 
nceaaloncd  through  WainMott  KUU."  Evan  thU  falUd  In  Mouring  aufflolant  room  for  th*  d**d,  and  an  A«l  of 
Town  Council,  dated  lit  April  1030,  provid**  for  th*  auKmantation  of  th*  QNyfriara'  burial-nronnd. 


XIX.    ANCIENT   LODOINO& 

A  riw  additional  notice*  of  lome  value,  rriptnllnK  lomi)  of  th*  ancient  maniloni  referred  to  in  the  coun*  of 
the  work,  are  Introduced  here,  having  been  overlooked  when  preparing  the  Text,  or  only  dianovered  when  too 
lata  to  inaert  in  th(>ir  proper  place*. 

Witrrovif  Hocaa.— The  alt*  of  the  ancient  manaion  of  the  Earl*  of  Wintoun  la  deeeribed  on  page  303.  The 
follow!  .g  notice  of  It  appears  in  the  Diumal  of  (keurrmlt,  a  very  curious  collection  of  contemporary  records  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  printed  by  the  Bannatyne  Club,  the  practical  value  of  which  is  ({'■'''y  abridged  by  th* 
want  of  an  Index  :— "  Vpon  the  xlij  day  of  Fuliruar,  the  zcir  of  Ucxl  folnaid,  Henrit  lord  DtnUU,  eldeat  son*  to 
Matho  erie  of  Lennox,  come  to  Edinburgh  be  post  fra  Inglund,  and  wes  lugeit  in  my  lord  Seytouna  lugelng 
in  the  Cannongalt  besyid  Edinburgh."— (Diurnal  of  Occurrenta  in  Scotland,  p.  70.) 

Cardinal  Biatom's  Hpuai.— From  the  following  notices  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ancient  tenement  which 
atoo<l  till  lately  in  the  Cowgate,  at  tliv  foot  of  Dlackfriare'  Wynd,  was  the  scene  of  the  first  festivities  In 
Edinburgh  after  the  arrival  of  Queen  Mary,  and  wa«,  nut  long  after,  honoure<l  by  her  own  pivaenoe,  with 
the  chief  uoblcs  of  her  court  ; — 

"  Vpoun  the  xix  day  of  August  IxJ,  Mario,  quene  of  Scottl*,  our  aouerane  ladle,  arryvit  in  the  raid  of  Leith 
at  sex  houris  in  the  momyng,  accumiwnyit  onlio  with  tua  gallionis ;  and  thoir  come  with  hir  in  cumpany 
monsieur  Domell,  the  grand  pryour,  monKie.n  marques  [d'Elbeuf^  the  said  queues  grace  modor  broiler,  togidder 
with  monsieur  Danguill  [d'Amville],  second  sone  to  the  constable  of  France,  with  certane  vther  nobiU  gentil- 
men  ;  and  at  ten  houris  the  samcn  day,  bir  hi«n>'s  landit  vpoun  the  schoir  of  Lelth,  and  remanit  in  Andro 
Lambis  hous  bo  the  space  of  ano  hour,  and  thain>rtcr  wcs  convoyit  vp  to  hir  i<alico  of  Halyrudhous. 

"  Vpoun  the  xxiiij  day  of  August,  quiiilk  wcs  Sonday,  the  quenes  grace  causit  say  nies  in  hir  hienea  chappell 
within  hir  palace  of  Halynidhouii,  quhairat  the  lordis  of  the  congregatioun  wes  grittumlio  annoyit 

"  Vpoun  the  lait  dag  of  Axtgmt  Ixj,  the  foun  of  Edinliuryh  maid  th*  hanktt  to  moniitur  DomtU,  Ik*  grand 
pryour,  marque*,  and  montieur  Danguitl,  in  am  honourabl*  maner,  within  Ihi  lageing  tumtym*  pertenying  to  the 
cardinall, 

"  Vpoun  the  first  day  cf  September,  the  said  monsieur  Domell  depoirtit,  with  the  twa  gallionis  quhilk 
brocht  the  quenes  grace  hame  to  France,  and  his  brodvr  remanit  in  Scotland. 

"Vpoun  the  secund  day  of  Septemlter  Ixj,  the  quenes  grace  maid  hir  cntres  in  the  burgh  of  Eilinburgh  on 
this  maner.  Her  hienes  dcpairtit  of  Halyrudhous,  and  mid  be  the  long  gait  on  the  north  nyid  of  the  sold  burgh, 
vnto  the  tyme  scho  come  to  the  caatell,  quheir  wes  ane  zet  maid  to  hir,  at  the  ({uhilk  scho,  occumpanyt  with  the 
maist  pairt  of  the  nobilltie  of  Scotland  except  my  lord  duke  and  his  sone,  come  in  and  raid  vp  the  castell  tank 
to  the  costell,  and  dynit  thairin ;  and  quhen  sho  had  dynit  at  tuelf  houris,  hir  hienes  come  furth  of  the  said 
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M«Ull  tiiwArt  Ihn  mU  liuruh,  •!  •|uhllk  <l«|i«lrllng  lh«  wtallMrl*  wliit  «>h>m«Hlll«.  Aiwl  lh*tn>rur,  >|iihan  •!>• 
WM  rjriUnil  ilown  ih*  (Mtallhlll,  llmlr  iii>t  li>r  hUtiM  ana  tiinvojr  of  lb«  luuntf  Hioim  i<f  llw  wl<l  I. -trull,  >"  *!>* 
mxiiUr  >4  fyflU,  or  lli«lrl>]r,  llwlr  IhkUU  aiKl  I '  U  «uv«rll  with  khIIow  UlTitKK  llmlr  •phim  ami  Ui^ua  fm  lh« 
kna  iloiin  Iwlr,  ttullnril  wtlli  \<Uk,  In  iiwiiar  i>r  Moria,  v|Min  lliair  lialihlM*  hUk  ImIIU,  aiKl  mi  lh*lr  fvaa  liUk 
vUimrta,  In  llmlr  nuiwlhU  rlnic,  iiamMll  witli  Inlallulila  jirariuua  aUnnla,  tlmui  Ihalr  narkkU,  \»^n,\*  «ni|  arma* 
Infynit  nf  >  h«nU  nf  ^AA  \  tiiKiiMir  wllli  Milwna  nf  th«  nwUl  IihiimI  man  i>(  Ilia  luiin,  cli"!  In  valuiii  iinwnia  •it4 
raliiiil  Uinallla,  la>riiiiit  iin>l  kmi)(«iiiI  hInmiI  tli«  |ntlll  wnilxr  lh»  >|iilillli  har  hianaa  ritlil ;  i|nlillli  |hiIII  waa  i>f  fyiM 
|iiir|NHir  valiirl  Ijriiit  with  rvlil  UlTati'la,  frrlnnli't  with  K'>I>I  »»•>  'Ilk  i  Mul  aftfr  thania  waa  ana  cart  wUh  rarUiw 
lialniaa,  kiulililrr  wllli  ana  lulTaT  i|iiliiiirln  waa  Ilia  i'ii|iliiiril  ami  (iniiiyna  i|uhllli  aulil  Iw  |iri>|i)fnll  to  hir  hianaa  t 
anil  i|uli<'n  hlr  KTaca  omia  fcihlwart  In  Ilia  IhiIIit  Irnnn  »r  tlir  mlil  iMiruti,  Ilia  tiulillllla  ami  lonvny  fulnalil 
|irai'a<lanil,  at  Ilia  i|iihllli  liuttrr  tnina  tliair  waa  ana  |Hirt  niail>'  of  tynilivr,  In  nialat  lumiiuralila  nianar,  rullnril 
witli  fyna  cullirtiria,  hiinKin  with  ajriitlrta  arniaa  |  V|nmi  tha  i|ulillli  |»>rt  waa  tliiuioul  < artana  lianinia  In  tlia  uiaUl 
havlnlU  wjtU  j  Tiiilur  tha  ((uhllk  pnrt  tbair  waa  ana  i-loii>l  utiynuanil  wllli  four  lavla.  In  tha  ijuhllk  waa  |)ul  a«a 
lamy  laima.  Ami  <|uliau  lht<  i|iiaiir>  hli'iixa  waa  I'liniitml  tlirnw  ilia  aal<l  jHirt,  tha  mI.I  i  IimiiU  ii|i)rnnlt,  ami  th* 
liania  illacamllt  lUiiin  a*  It  lia<l  \»<n»  ana  aiiKi'll,  ami  ilalliuTlt  t<i  har  hli'naa  tha  ki'yU  nf  tha  Imin,  ti>i|lihlar  with 
ana  liylilll  ami  ana  |iaaltiia  bulk,  invarlt  with  Tyiia  |iiir|Hiurlt  valuut  |  ami  aftar  tha  aalil  liania  hail  i|Hikan  tonia 
aiiiall  iiiaiti'hKa,  ha  ili'liiirrlt  alalia  t<i  lii'r  hlam<a  llin<  wrlltllit|l»,  tha  taiinoiir  thalruf  ia  viicartniii',  That  b«lii|| 
iliiiia,  thii  lainia  aaci'iullt  In  tli«  I'lniiil,  riiicl  thu  rnlil  rliiil  ati'klt  \  ami  tlialraftar  thx  i|iianla  Kracn  rniiia  iliiun  to 
tha  tnlbiilth,  at  tho  i|iilillk  wiia  twa  >kiiiriitlla,  ana  alnina  ami  ana  vmlar  tliiit  i  v|Hin«  tha  vmlvr  waa  titual  ana 
fair  wlruln,  rallit  Kcirtmim',  vmlar  Iho  i|ulillk  waa  thriu  fiilr  vlrKyniiia,  all  ili-il  In  niaiat  iiinlnua  attyramant, 
eallit  [I'rai'i')  Jiiatica  niul  I'lilicla.  Ami  v(Wt  ana  lltill  a|»'Ui'hii  uialil  llmlr,  Ilia  i|iiatila  ^tnn-  riinia  to  tha  croca, 
ipihair  thair  waa  alamliiml  four  fair  virKynnIa,  cli'il  In  tlu'  niaiat  havniilii-  (Ii'IIiIiik,  ami  fra  Ilia  i|iihllk  iroea  th* 
wynn  ran  nut  at  the  a|i<iiitlla  In  xrclt  aliumlanrx  i  thaIr  wva  the  nnylaa  nf  |ie|>ill  coatlnx  the  tn\tu»U  with  wyna. 
Tlila  lieinx  iliina,  our  loucrane  liulln  come  to  the  aalt  tronr,  i|uhair  thair  wea  auni  apekarla  |  ami  (fli'r  ana  lltall 
a|H'it('hi',  llii^  liriint  v|Nmn  the  akalfi't  niniil  nt  Iha  aalil  tnino,  Ihn  iiiiinar  of  nmi  aacriflctt  ;  ami  awa  that  liaing 
•lona,  aho  ih'|>airlit  to  lliii  nctliiT  Imiw,  i|iiliair  thair  wva  am<  vthi-r  nkiilfi't  imiiil,  havaml  ane  ilniKoun  In  tha 
anniyn,  with  aoinr  >|H<ichra  ;  ami  cftcr  that  tha  ilmt{oiin  waa  lirynt,  anil  thv  i|iiuiila  Krai'n  hani  ana  panlina  oong, 
hir  hianra  |ia«t  to  hir  alilmy  nf  llalyriulhoiia  with  tin)  aiiiil  convuy  ami  mihilltipa  ;  ami  thair  the  liairnrta  qiihilk 
waa  in  the  cairt  with  lhi<  |in>|iyne  nmi>t  Minic  «|i<'it('lii>  iciiircmynK  thi-  |iiiltlnK  away  of  the  iiiraa,  anil  thalrefter 
nm^  anil  pwilniu;  ami  thix  ln>ill^  ilnna,  the  I'urt  iiinii-  to  Kilinl>iir|{li,  ami  the  auiil  honrit  ni<-ii  rcniaynlt  in  her 
vttrr  i^lialiiu'r,  ami  ilcayrml  hir  ^riu-o  to  rvaauuu  the  aalil  copcbiinl,  i|uliilk  wea  ilouble  ouritiU  ;  tha  prioe  thalrof 
wea  ij*  nirrkia  ;  qiiha  reiaauit  the  uniynu,  ami  thankit  tliame  thairof.  Anil  aun  tlin  hoiivat  men  ami  convoy  coma 
to  KillnbiirKli." 

"  Ami  v|Kiiin  tho  nynt  day  of  Fehruar  at  evin,  the  iinvnia  ({race  and  the  remanent  lonlla  coma  up  In  ana 
honourabill  maner  fra  the  jialicf  of  llulyrmlhoiia,  to  tK$  eardinnUit  luil^ing  in  tht  IWii  Fnir  tVi/nri,  i|iihllk  waa 
|ire|iarit  ami  liun^  nmlat  hnnoiirubje  ;  nnd  Ihiiir  hir  hienva  aowpit  nml  thu  reat  with  her  ;  niid  efter  >iip|i<<r  the 
honeat  yoiinx  men  in  Ihv'tniin  conip  with  nno  ronvny  to  hir,  ami  vthcr  aiini  come  with  nierai'lmiioe,  Weill  accou- 
terit  In  nioary,  nnd  thalrefter  <iep»irtit  to  the  auid  imlice.  And  thu  Mtmyn  nyrht  Thonuu  Orohaine,  coniptrollar 
to  the  i(ii<>nia  K""^''i  deccaait  in  the  ciiiiAiu  holla  beayiil  Halyrudhoua." 

FiRiiT  (.'OACil  IM  Scotland.— The  following  incidental  notice  in  tha  "  Meniorle  of  the  Hoiiiervillea,"  may  ha 
hiMTtcd  here,  iw  bearinu  on  tho  aanio  periial  of  Queen  Mary'a  arrival  in  Scotloml— "  Almut  Ten  o'clock  Iha 
ReKent  (Morton]  went  to  tho  Houne,  which  wiia  the  anine  which  ia  now  tho  Tolbuith  Church,  in  (\iftch.  Ther 
woa  non  with  him  but  the  Lonl  lioyd,  and  the  Lonl  SonierviU.  Thia  waa  the  aecond  Coai'h  that  came  to 
Hcutlaml.    The  llrat  being  brought  liy  Alexander,  Lord  Mcutone,  when  Queen  Mary  came  from  France." 

Dailif.  Macmohban's  Hoi-81,  Riddle's  Clobe.— If  tho  following  notice  in  Birrel'a  Diary  rcfera  to  the  old 
luanaion  atill  standing  in  Riddle'i  Cloao,  Lnwnniarket  (described  on  page  168),  of  which  there  can  icorcely  be 
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tmy  rwnnnatiU  ilmiM  •niatuinMl,  li  •hn«i  ih»l  tnth  King  Jmum  VI.  nitil  kU  «>imii,  Ann*  nf  IWnmwh,  I 
Wan  unlarUIno)!  Ihan  \ij  Iha  M«i|Ulr»lM  of  lb'  Hiy,  In  lU  latlniv  lUyt  •>(  Olil  K<liiihMrKli  ."  I'Mtx,  M*ir  A  — 
Th«  f  »r  Mitil,  lh«  ItiM-k  of  M>ila)«n  K"l  *'«  lwii>|ii«*  In  M'Morran'a  l>t<lulnn,  M<**n  Hjr  id*  Imm*  nf  Id)'.  Th« 
Klnita  M.  *n<l  Ih*  gu>tnu  Ulnu  l»>th  x'  llMr  WM  gmla  hiImiuIU*  m4  mUtliw*  •!  Um  mIiI  UMiMt" '-(?»(• 
Rwnl  iif  H<'<i«U«h  llUliirr,  l>l*rr>  ^  ^) 

Wi'llOMliiiMi  ilooa.  — In  «  fiMit  noU  *•  "■««(<•  W*.  Il  U  Miin{*aUi|  itial  (^tMiMlMrry  Mhiim  rnvnittM  iIm 
til*  iif*  munalon  Uilll  liy  Ika  KaUlimlxl  Un  i  if  illim,  •ri»r**pU  K«rl  nr  IdtniUnUI*,  In  IWil,  Tha  fullowlnii 
•nlrjr  In  PnunUlnlMtra  tWI^tiina,  nrollM,  Ilk*  many  iithsr  nf  lh«  nlil  Jiw>k«'*  istirltHM  lUulU,  In  iha  (irlnlwl 
fiilln,  pMvM  ihM  lh«  hiiMMi  U  Iha  mum  wkiitk  waa  kiilll  by  Liiril  iUllitn,  mkI  aflarwanU  ilU|RMail  of  ti)  Iha  flnl 
l>uk»  »f  (^naan'twrry  : — 

"11  Jiuilj  I'iNfl,  lly  •  Ullar  froui  hU  Mi^aaly,  giiMnalwrry  U  l*l<l  aayila  f^oni  all  kU  |ila<a*  anil  <>ffi><^  m 
kla  plata  In  ih*  Traaanria,  I'rWy  •Niunaall,  Houlun,  he.,  ami  ili»lr*<l  not  Ui  i(iia  iiul  of  Tiiunai  till  ha  rlaarvil  hia 
•cwiuula,    Hu  ha  IwiiKht  LaiKlnriklc'a  IIhum  In  tha  l 'aiiiinhgitlr," 


XX.  THR  IMLLOHV. 

nn^tiiniMil  AND  Ml  TILaTINii.-  Tlia  ilrnntia  utiil  l>itrlittMii»  |iiiiilahiiii>iila  rriciriliil  IhiIIi  liy  ulit  ilUrl'ta,  an<l 
In  tliu  Htiitliali  criiiiliml  rcciinla,  a*  put  In  funx  at  tha  ('riw*  ur  Trmi  of  Killnlmruh,  ulfl>^l  no  inapt 
llliutrutliin  iif  thii  giwUiAl  ami  very  aluw  iilKiiii|<iiimrnt  of  tlia  rriii'l  pracliira  nf  uniUillavil  linica.     In  tli« 

•lili'Fiitli  ri'iitiiry,  liimiln^  nr  limmlinK  "■>  tli>'  i  ln'ika,  i'iitliii|<  nlT  lli ir»,  mul  tliu  llko  aikviiu"  miililntl»na  wcra 

•iIJiiiIkliI  fur  till'  allMhtfat  i-rlmua  or  nilxliiiii'iinnri.  On  thr  Ath  May  IVIn,  fur  I'lnnipiis  "  Willliim  Kar  iilllrala 
him  thai  ha  wll  nwht  Im  wna  Into  tlin  Hatha  tnvrkiil,  nuthvr  tiyAinl  imr  at'lliunl  fluha,  viiilur  tha  |Mn«  of 
cuttinK  of  hi*  tuti  mnl  luiiinnaliitt  of  tlin  Imini*,  Imt  ((If  Iik  hiilf  iiiii'  hiina  c.l  hia  iiiilU'  llll  l<ilht(  lU-hi' tci  tti« 
invrki't  till  wll  viiliU'Mali'  na  vthvr  •irnn^i'iiria  ilnla  till  mir  HniK'niiiH  l.»ri||a  Ii'i^k"— (Aila  ami  Htaluli'a  of  tha 
IliirKh  of  l-^linliiirxh,  Malt,  Mix'.,  vol.  11.  p.  lol.)  At  tlila  |i«rii><l  th«  (trcyfriitnor  llrlato  Port  appvarato  hava 
Im'n  ■  iiaiinl  a<'i'ni'  for  amh  Jiullilitl  t<'rrni».  On  the  l»t  .Inly  in.'lil,  "I'litrU'k  llowanlok,  iliaihoiir,  iliirliaml 
In  tha  AlilHit  of  Mi'lroaia  hic.viiiK  within  thl«  tmini',"  ia  l>iiiii»lii'i|  llu'  town  for  cvit,  iimlir  pain  of  iliuth,  for 
hnrlHiiirinu  it  woniiin  liifi'iliil  with  Ihn  pcatil'nii' ;  "Ami  iit  lh«  hiilf  of  hia  niovculiUi  KUilia  Ihi  applyit  to 
tha  roninion  workia  of  tliia  toiinc  for  liia  ili'Mt,  Ami  ula  tlmt  hi*  atnniml  woiimn  ciillit  Joiirt  Oowiiin',  >|iiliilk 
la  Inft'kkil,  for  liir  ■'oiict'liiiK  tin'  auiil  at'ikiii'K,  ninl  piiawiml  in  pilMrliiiiiKi%  »<  ho  liiiliriiml  tin-  pfatilnia  a|H>ni>  hir 
that  aitho  aallw  lirynt  on  Imitli  the  ihiiklH  uml  l>aiiiiii<t  ihia  touiii'  Tor  I'Vcr  viulor  thii  |aini'  of  ililil.  Ami  qvhn 
Ihat  lykii  till  ««  jiutiet  «j*,'u(«  in  this  miiltr,  tkal  thai  cum  to  tin  (Jraij/rur  pott  iiuontintiit  quiutr  thai  latl  m 
llu  mmyn  )>u(  tUl  f/ci-Nd'oun."— (Iliiil,  p.  liMI.) 

DiiowNiKa.— Of  a  (lllTcront  natnri*  in  tho  follnwInK  arena  fnnctnl  In  tha  yr«r  lA.in,  without  the  Oreyfriar'i 
Port,  whirh  waa  then  an  uiu'iicloml  loniinon  on  tlin  outKklrta  of  thi<  jloroii^h  Miiir,  ami  niiiaincil  in  that  atatu 
till  It  won  ini'liiilvil  within  tlin  pn'riiicta  of  the  Intvat  citi'naion  of  thu  town  wnlla  In  IfllH.  DMwning  in 
the  North  Loch,  iiml  cl«-whi-rp,  wiw  a  fnH|ui'nt  piiniahmrnt  iiitlii-ti'<l  on  fumali'a.  "The  i|uhilk  ilny  Katryna 
Ili'riot  ia  convict  Ih-  ano  U">\np  for  thu  thiftua  ali'linx  nml  ronKi'linx  of  twit  atrkia  of  liukrnni  within  tliia  tovni', 
ami  ala  uf  comnumn  thrift,  nml  ala  fur  the  liriiiKinK  of  (hia  conlaKina  Hcikni'a  ^trth  nf  Lcilli  In  thia  tounr,  ami 
lin-kin  of  the  atatutU  maiil  thnrnpone,  For  thu  iiuhilk  cuiuca  tchn  i$  inliiiyil  (o  6«  Hrtmnil  in  lh«  Qiiartlt  hollit  iti 
(Ai!  ffray/r«f«/>or/,  MOW  i'nfoM<iH«U,  nml  thot  wi'«  Kfvin  for  clonip."— (MmiI,  p  113.)  The  workmen  enKaged  in 
draining  the  ancient  bed  of  the  North  Loch  in  the  iiirlug  of  iHSii,  diacuviirv<l  a  Urgu  culUii  uf  tiiick  llr  dealt, 
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•imUlHlnii  tfiMiNiilljp  iKa  akfUliiiM  nl  •  HUM  tiwl  Iwn  whmmi  i  wllkli,  Mf«  Mr  Hll*ii«,  ta  Mrntllntf  Ika 
dlMoviry,  "('iirmiHMnla  alnM<iU>l|p  wllti  iha  tinX  xf  •  hur  of  ika  n«ma  nf  Nliwl*lr,  mnI  Iwo  aUlan,  wUli 
kulk  itt  whiiMi  >in  «M  riinvti  Uil  iif  li««liH(  cuiumllkul  InuMl,  tmiim  iImwmJ  in  Ik*  Nurtk  Lwh  In  Ik*  jrMf 
IMa''-(Ar«ka<>l«i|U  H«i>tl«»,  vol  11,  ^  4Ti) 


HitMiiu  I'liui'RiM'  TuaunM.— Tka  AvU  ■>(  Hnlcnml  M  lk«  C'»uH  »(  Ibwliin  *h>nMi>l  with  (Tlilaniw  >\f 
•tmlUr  <rn«l  |>r*i!ll>-i»  nf  Mrly  llmM.  (hi  lb<  I'llh  Jiina  IMI,  Mniii^n  Ml«lviinaliin  »invli't*i|  nf  UIiik 
"iMrJiiratl  iin<l  nutlititirorn,"  I*  xfUnnl  Id  Im  |iiiiiuti>»l  "U  |ianlng  Ihniw  Ika  lniinK,  «n>l  •whallltin  *ll  kl« 
mi'vulilll  KiuU  !■>  mir  Mnvanna  t,«l)r'>  uaa,"  Miil  tKa  FmriMl  wtil  Uitt{lalr»lM  tra  rw|ulml  bi  iiniraail  forikwllk 
111  tlia  MiHlial  I'niM,  *nil  |iul  Ilia  aitma  In  Kiariiilnii.  Ill  aiuilliar  taaa  iif  aii|i|HiMi|  {Mrjiiry,  on  Iha  lUlh 
Jiina  |A7lt,  tha  KliiK'a  «>UiN'«ia  |ipHlui'aa  •  tnj%\  wsrrani  for  aiMiiliilnn  "  lulma  MmilUr,  luiUr,  anil  Huliart 
C»rmjrll«,  tI'M  uf  HiilkvinU  i  aiKl  Air  lh«  malr  rartoua  irynU  iif  iha  rarilla  In  Iha  miIiI  nwltar,  In  |iul  lh»lm 
in  Iha  bullla,  K«»l*i  <>'  ""T  I'lhxr  InrnianlU,  anil  Ihnlrliy  l<i  iirK«  Ihulm  In  ilv«liUr  Ilia  traulh." 

Amilliar  arit  waa  llml  uf  tho  Dniiifluii  wan,  when  Iha  hl||haal  irlma  (ImI  roiilil  lia  ronimlllail  lijr  IIm 
paMantry  uf  Iha  Nilhlana,  waa  Iha  rarryliit)  |>f<i«la|iina  lii  Iha  lialaatfuarail  i'a|ilul  i  ami  ariiir<llnMly  many  |Hmr 
•lan,  anil  a  allll  |{r»atar  ituiiilwr  uf  wnniati,  wrrn  niiitlUlatl  ami  hitnt(nl,  almply  fur  \\»\n^  raiiMht  lirlnKliin  tiiaU, 
Mil,  ur  iia^lxn  •lMlf*i  t>i  Killiilmrtih.  CnniinK  ilnwn,  hnwavar,  to  mora  ruinnl  anil  |i«ai:afiil  llmva,  wa  (ImI 
ilinllar  niixlca  uf  |>iinlahiiii'nt  ailii|ili-'l  In  Ilia  Miventnanlh  I'aiiiury,  In  Iha  Aila  nf  Hxiliriint,  Itlh  Kuliriiary  IIIAO, 
"Tha  IiunU  fiiuml  John  liHwaiina,  ImlwalUr  In  l.«llh,  to  Im  a  falaa  lylnu  witnaa,  ami  alaa  ana  falau  Infnrniar  nf 
Ml  aaalM  |  ami  ^^lAina•  him  In  li«  a«l  u|miii  tha  Tnina  ana  hour,  ami  hia  lotitina  to  ba  iNirrni  with  an*  yruna,  anil 
Ihiiraaftrr  In  Im  ilianilaaail.  Ami  In  lyku  niiinnrr  Ami  John  Koh  lu  \m  ana  falaa  Infomiar  of  wllnaaaaa  |  ami 
unlain  lilin  to  Im  aat  u|iiin  thr  TninK,  ami  hia  Iiihk  Io  Iw  nailml  to  lhi<  Tmiia  Im  tha  ainM'a  of  ana  hnnr,  anil 
tharaaftrr  tu  Im  ilianii*ai>il.  Ami  lUclaraa  iHilh  iIik  |iaraoiia  furMlil*  to  In  ii^mtm  In  all  lytna  cumins  |  ami 
thair  hail!  niovaalilaa  to  li«  rachcal  to  hia  Mi^aatlr'a  iiar," 


CoMMoiiwiALTii  I'uNtaKMRNTa.—Tiiwnnla  Iha  I'lnao  of  tha  ynar  tflHO,  an  rntira  rhang*  look  pliua  In  lh« 
•dtnlnlatrtttliin  of  Juatic*,  liy  tliv  Iranifur  of  tha  ijovi'rnmrnt  to  the  noinlncca  uf  Crumwall  ami  of  tha  Kngliah 
Parliiinii'nl.  Tlinlr  ruin  la  ganrrally  alluwvil  Io  hav*  Iwan  ini|iartlal,  bul  lb*  luixlaa  of  |iiiiiia|iim>nl  in  uaa 
enntiiiiii-il  III  Im  of  lh«  aaiiir  clmriuti'r  lu  wi<  lijivt<  ulri'inly  iliwriliMl.  Niioll  rvniiirka  In  hia  Diury  fur  l>i>ccmliar 
lOAl  (|>.  01)):— "It  wca  oliavrvi'il,  thitt  in  tliu  Knuliatha  ulrniy  llmir  wva  oflynii<a  |{uii|  ilia<  i|iliiia  aijiinaa 
drunkliwaa,  foriiicatlonn,  ami  uncli-anaa  |  i|iilii|i|ilnK  forulcatuuria,  ami  ||<ivini{  thiuuu  thrla  Joukla  in  tha  •••, 
■ml  caualiiK  ilrunkunlia  ryj  Ihu  tria  iiiuir,  with  atoiiiiia  and  miKknttia  tyml  to  lliair  Ii'kkIh  ami  fvlt  a  |iii|Mr  un 
thair  liKiat,  ami  a  ilriukliit{  cup  in  thuir  haiulla  i  uiul  liy  •chuittliiti  to  >l«alh  aimlria  uthtTia  ipiha  Imlil 
cuiiimittail  niutiniu.'' 

Tlia  111)11  vntry  we  ihall  i|iiotu  fniiii  thu  olil  iliuriat  intriHluci'a  \\»  to  a  now  iriiiii',  bruUKlit  almiit  liy  thu 
pulitiiitl  clmn^ia  uf  tliiit  ovi'iitfiil  |wrioil,  iiml  fur  which  wu  fliul  u  novulty  iiitriHluci'il  In  Iha  imiiltt  of  |mniahing 
tlmt  unruly  iiiunilit'r,  Ma  Tanijut :—"  Luat  of  Hi'|i|i<iulH'r  lOAli.-  Twa  EiiMliachca,  fur  ilrinkliiK  thu  KiiiKia  livlth, 
war  takiu  ami  liuml  In  llii'  t|»lloua  at  KilliibiirKli  Cruci',  ipihair  athur  uf  IIuuiid  rvaavil  thrattiu  iiyne  ipililiH>i 
upuii  thair  naikuil  liukiM  ami  ahouMeria,  thairi'f'ir  lliuir  ian^nn  wur  nnlllit  tu  the  kuIIoiu.  The  ana  Imiil  hit  lug 
cultit  friiiii  tliti  riiitt  with  a  rcwmru  ;  thu  utliur  U'ln^  aUo  naillit  to  thu  KH'liil,  haiil  hia  iiiuuth  tkoliil,  ami  hia 
tong  U'iuK  ilruwii  out  tin-  full  luiitli,  wua  liuml  tujjiililur  butuix  twa  aliukea  luinl  tugUilur  with  aiiu  akuiuila  tbrviil 
thu  apace  uf  half  anu  hour  or  tlmlrliy." 

One  or  two  iiiorv  nuticua  fruiii  thu  aumo  KoaaippInK  chMnlclu  of  the  wvcnteanth  cantury  will  lufllc*  to 
illuiitrutu  tliu  tunilur  nivrcica  uf  thu  Coninionwuiilth  rulu  in  Kilinliurxh  : — 

"SO  Marcho  1050.— Mr  I'atrik  Maxwull,  aiie  arrant  Juctivar,  wua  druclit  to  the  Murcat  Cruce  uf  EJiuburgh, 
quhair  a  pilluriu  wua  uruutit,  KuirJit  and  cuiivuyud  with  a  company  of  aodi^ria  ;  and  tboir,  cftir  anu  full  hourii 


4S« 


MEMORIALS  OF  EDINBURGH. 


(Undlng  on  th»t  pillorie,  with  hU  held  ami  handla  lytnd  out  at  hollU  cuttit  out  for  that  end,  bii  rycht  lug  WM 
euttit  tf  i  and  thainftir  caraylt  over  to  the  toun  of  Bt  Johnne*toun,  quhair  ane  uther  plUorie  wm  erectit,  on 
the  quhllk  the  uther  left  lug  wes  cuttit  af  him.  The  oaui  heirof  woi  thia ;  that  he  haid  gevin  out  fall  calumneii 
and  leyii  aganei  CoUonell  Danioll,  govemour  of  Peirth.  Bot  the  treuth  ii,  ha  wat  ane  notoriou*  decevar  and 
ane  intelligencer,  lunitynie  for  the  Englluhes,  utiier  tymei  for  the  Scottia,  and  decevand  both  of  thame ; 
beiyde  mony  uther  prankia  quhllk  wer  tedioui  to  writt" 

"  Lait  of  Apryle  leso.— The  HanchellU  nuui,  quha  wei  apoynted  to  liaif  cuttit  Mr  Patrik  Haiwell  halU  lug, 
bot  being  buddit  [bribed]  did  onlie  cutt  af  a  pairt  of  hii  lug,  woi  tbairfoir  thii  day  brooht  to  the  Mercat  Croc* 
of  Edinburgh,  and  let  upone  the  pillarie,  and  thair  hii  lug  faoirit  for  not  obeying  hit  conuniuioun  in  that 
poynt." 

"  93  Marche  1637. — Thair  wea  ane  Engliache  lodgor  bund  naiklt  to  the  galloui  of  Edinburgh,  and  flnt 
Mouigit,  and  thaireftir  his  luggea  naillit  to  the  galloua  by  the  space  of  ane  hour  or  thoirby,  and  thaireftir  hi* 
Ittggoi  cuttit  out  of  Ilia  held  for  cunzieing  and  forging  two  halff  orounea.  The  quhich  two  half  crounea  war 
fettned  and  naillit  to  the  giblt,  quhair  they  remayne  to  thia  day." 

Theae  are  only  the  minor  puniahmcnta  inflicted  on  oiTenden.  The  lame  onnaliat  recorda  hanging  and 
burning  for  more  heinoua  crimes,  with  painful  frequency  ;  proving  cither  a  period  of  unusual  depravity,  or  of 
unwonted  strictness  in  searching  after  secret  offences  that  are  now  scarcely  ever  heard  of  before  our  criminal 
oourta. 

The  mode  of  public  pillory,  by  nailing  the  offender's  ear  to  the  Tron,  continued  in  use  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  though  it  was  latterly  only  resorted  to  for  the  punishment  of  graver  offenders,  others  being  aimply 
exposed,  with  a  label  affixed  to  them  publishing  their  infamy.  On  the  S4th  July  1700,  as  appears  by  the  Acts 
of  Sederunt,  John  Curse  of  Conemlin  was  convicted  of  using  a  vitiated  bond,  the  some  having  been  altered 
with  his  knowledge,  "and  therefore  the  Lords  ordain  the  said  John  to  bo  sent  to  the  Tolbooth  of  E<linburgh, 
and  from  thence  on  Friday  next,  before  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  be  taken  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman  to  the  Tron,  and  there  to  have  his  ear  nailed  to  the  Tron  and  to  stand  so  nailed  till  twelve  hours 
■trike,  oud  to  have  these  words  in  great  letters  fixed  on  his  breast,  as  he  goes  down  the  street,  and  upon  the 
Tron,  For  hit  Jtnovledge  of,  and  unng  a  vitiate  honA," 

XoBE  PiNCHiNQ. — The  following  notices  of  a  still  later  date  show  the  some  process  of  nailing  continued, 
with  the  addition  of  an  entirely  novel  means  of  torture,  called  Nose  Pinching.  This,  we  presume,  must  have 
been  effected  by  screwing  some  instrument  like  a  hand-vice  on  the  nose,  which,  in  ad<Ution  to  the  acute  pain 
it  inflicted,  must  have  presented  a  singularly  ludicrous  appearance  to  the  by-standers,  as  the  culprit  stood 
nailed  to  the  post  with  his  pincfur  dangling  from  his  nose,  hugging  as  it  we<«  the  instruments  of  his  torture. 
The  following  notices  are  extracted  from  a  "  List  of  Precedents  cxcerpte  from  the  Records  of  Warrands  to 
Touch  the  use  and  exercise  of  the  Town  of  Edinburgh's  Jurisdiction  of  Sheriffship  by  the  Lord  Provost  and 
Baillies." 

«  89  October  1723.— The  trial  and  process  against  James  Stewart,  alios  M'Pherson,  a  vagrant  thief,  whipt 
and  sent  to  the  Correction  House  for  life." 

*'  28  December  1726. — The  trial  against  Qeorge  Melvil,  notour  thief ;  set  on  the  trone,  and  his  nose 
pinch'd." 

"17  October  1727.— The  trial  against  David  Allison  for  theft.  Pillar'd,  pinch'd  in  the  nose,  and  sent  to  the 
Correction  House." 

"  29  March  1728. — The  trial  against  Jean  Spencc,  notour  thief;  pillar'd,  her  lug  nailed,  and  her  nose  pinched." 
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[IM  Ptrt  I.  of  thU  Vork,  th«  inoidcnU  ars  raltted  In  obronologloil  ordtr;  and  in  Part  II.  (p,  119),  aooording  fo  a 
qritematio  amngtment  indioattd  in  tlia  lieadingi  of  tlie  Mrenl  Cliapteri.  By  a  reference  to  tlie  Content*,  any 
hialorical  erent,  or  tlie  deicriptlon  of  a  particular  locality,  may  bo  readily  found.  The  Index  ii  intended  aa  a  guide  to 
incidental  notice*  throughout  thu  Tolume  ;  and,  to  render  it  more  complete,  all  noblemen  mentioned  merely  by  their 
title*  in  the  coune  of  the  work,  are  here  di*tingui*hed  from  one  another  by  their  proper  nam**,  and  other  indiTiduata 
generally  by  aoma  di*tinclire  title  or  deecription.] 


Abbey  Hill,  138,  SOS 

AbboUford,  1S4,  185,  348,  ..;3 

Aberdeen,  William  2d  Earl  of,  141 

Abenichill,  Lord,  178 

Acheaon,  Sir  Archibald,  Home  of,  297 

Adam  of  8t  Edmunds,  Panon  of  Reatalrig,  399 

Advocate'*  Library,  182,  210 

Cloie,  229 
African  Company,  107 
Aikenhead,  Sir  Patrick,  208 
Airth,  Earl  of,  the  Haniion  of,  309 
Albany,  Alexander  Ouke  of,  19,  20 
Arms  of,  395 
John  Duke  of,  38,  39 
Robert  Duke  of,  388 
laabcll,  Duchea*  of,  382 
Ale**e,  Alexander,  314,  424 
Alexander  L,  3 

IL,  5,  377 
III.,  5,  356 
VI.,  Pope,  23 

Sir  William.    See  Stirlinff,  Sari  of 
Aliion  Square,  346 
Allan,  David,  the  Painter,  260 
Allen,  Janet,  the  Witch,  305 
Allison'*  Close,  Covgate,  329 
Alva,  Lord,  193, 195 
Amiens,  Bishop  of,  64,  68 
Anand,  Sir  David  de,  7 
Anchor  Close,  238 
Ancrum,  Battle  of,  £3 

Angus,  Archibald  Douglas,  6th  Earl  of,  36,  87,  40,  51, 
319 
Arc  iii>  id,  8th  Earl  of,  84 
Archibald,  9th  Earl  of,  283 
Anne,  the  Lady,  102,  206,  287,  341 
Queen,  133 

of  Denmark,  86,  315,  341 
Street,  Stockbridge,  98 
Anatruther,  Sir  Philip,  284 


Antlquarie*  of  Scotland,  the  Society  of,  140, 180,  87(1 
Argyle,  Biahop  of,  78 

Archibald,  5th  Earl  of,  63,  64,  67,  84 
Archibald,  Harqui*  of,  100,  123,  141,  188,  295i 

403 
Archibald,  9th  Earl  of,  123,  174,  JOS,  216,  SOS, 
316 

Lodgins  of,  316 
Count***  of,  76, 174 
Duke  of,  109 
Armatrong,  Johnnie,  41 

./ill.,  244 
Armada,  Spanish,  369 
Arnot^  Hugo,  142 
Arran,  Jamoi,  l*t  Earl  of,  86,  87,  40,  818 

Jame*,  2d  Earl  of,  48,  61,  66, 63, 67,  68,  82, 181 
James,  3d  Earl  of,  174 
James  Stewart,  Earl  of,  176 
Aaaembly  Aisle,  SI  OUea'a  Church,  390.    Bee  PraKm 
Aitle. 
Rooms,  Assembly  Close,  243 
Bell's  Wynd,  243 
West  Bow,  243,  338 
AthoU,  Duke  of,  145, 183 

Walter  Stewart,  Earl  of,  the  execution  of,  16 
John,  4th  Earl  of,  389 

Burial  PUee  of,  389,  390 
Auchinleck,  Lord,  161 
Austin,  Dr,  145,  332 

Bagimont's  Roll,  31 
Baijen  Hole,  183 
Bailie's  Court,  Cowgate,  329 
Bailie  Fife's  Close,  254 
Baird,  Dr,  143 

Sir  David,  the  Birth  Place  of,  139 

Sir  Kobert,  138 
Bakehouse  Close,  Canongate,  296 
Balcanquall,  Dr,  170 

Walter,  170 
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Baleami,  Urii,  308 

Baldradiu,  Uotoon  of  Lothltn,  877 

BtUour,  8lr  Jamu,  ti 

Bkllol,  7 

BalUntine,  Jsmn,  383 

B*IUnljrn«,  Abbot,  307,  813,  365,  40l) 

3%mn,  tha  Priiitar,  388 
Balmiln,  Mia,  133 
Bftlmarlnoob,  Lord,  04,  393 

Houie  of,  Ketherbow,  980 
HouM  of,  Laitb,  »4, 161 
Bkne,  Donald,  3 
Btnkton,  Lord,  163 
Bcnnatlne,  Thonuw,  386 
Bannatyne,  Sir  William  Maolaod,  803 

Sir  Robert,  163 
Barrai,  TAe,  136 
Barri«,  Thomai,  378 
Barringer'a  Cloao,  384 
BaiaaDdyM,  Thomai,  tha  IMnUr,  358,  370 
The  UoUH  of,  370 
Alcaon,  358 
Baiiandjrno'a  L'loae,  371 
Bath,  Queen  Haiy'a,  76,  308 
Baxter'!  Cloae,  106 
Hall,  113 
Beacon  Firea,  61 
Baarford'i  Parka,  101,  'I'M 
Beaton,  Jamei,  Arohblahop,  37,  t>\  267,  V .' 
Houae  of,  36,  317 
Cardinal,  46,  48,  lU,  61,  66 

Houae  of,  366,  317, 45a 
Anna,  318 

PortralU  of  Cardinal,  410 
of  Crcicb,  7S 
Bcdiimen,  188,  394 
Betbie'a  Mulder,  374 
Beiharen,  Lord,  316 

Ball'a  Milla,  Village  of,  373  , 

Bellenden,  Lord,  303 

Sir  Lewie,  373 
Sir  William,  373 
Bellenie,  274 

Houae,  360 
Bernard  Street,  Leith,  363,  367 
Bemard'a  Nnok,  364,  368 
Bertrahani,  William,  ProToil,  I» 
Berwick,  64 

Beth'a  or  Beaa  Wy nd,  84, 181,  183, 188,  33U 
Big  Jack'a  Cloae,  Canongate,  300 
Binnie'a  Cloae,  363 
Binning,  Sir  William,  208 
Binny,  Sir  William,  352 
Biahop'a  Cloae,  253 
Land, 353 
Black,  Dr,  323,  347 

Turnpike,  70,  346 
Blackadder,  Captain  William,  81 
Black  Bull  Inn,  Old,  313 

Blackfriars,  Monaatery  of  the,  31,  37,  59,  63,  63,  83, 410 
Wynd,  36,  40,  78,  101,  139, 176,  101,  203- 

2«)7,  317,  4J3 
Yardi,  279 


Blaeklock,  Dr,  168 
Blair,  Dr,  339 
Hugh,  178 
Street,  821 
Blalr'a  Cloae,  138,130 
Blue  Blanket,  or  Craftmen'«  Banner,  10,  31,  It,  887, 

403 
Blue  Oowna,  188 

Bl>th'i  Cloae,  Cutlehill,  77,  139, 146-167 
Boiiland,  Jamea,  1 88 
Bombie,  M'Lellan  of,  40, 130 
Bore  SUne,  134 
Boreland,  Thomu,  137 
Borough  Loch,  348 

Moor,  55,  86,  09,  134,  166,  8S0 
Borthwick,  Lord,  366 
Kobert,  83 
CaiUe,  176 
Borthwick'a  Cloae,  343 
Bcawell,  Dr,  140 

Jamea,  341 

hie  Keiidanoo,  100 
ii  viiited  by  Dr  Jobnaon,  161 
Mri,  161 
Boawell'a  Court,  140 

Bothwell,  Patrick  Hepburn,  let  Earl  of,  34 
Adam  Hepburn,  Karl  of,  416 
Patrick,  3d  Earl  of,  61 
Jamea,  4th  Earl  of,  78,  78,  79,  336,  306,  841, 

376 
Francia  Stewart,  Earl  of,  176,  333 
Adam.    See  Orknty,  llitkop  <^ 
Ann,  daughter  of  the  Biahop  of  Orkney,  237 

433 
Janet  Kennedy,  I.ady,  331 
Bowea,  Maijorie,  wife  of  John  Knox,  267 
Boyd'a  Cloae,  Canongate,  161,  313 
Branding,  the  Puniahment  of,  454 
Brechin,  White  Kirk  .>f,  15 
Breda,  Town  Clerk  acnt  to  Charlei  II.  at,  98 
Breat,  Queen  Miiy  arrirea  aafely  at,  63 
Bride'a  Pleniahing,  Scottiih,  213 
Briato  Port,  331 

Britiah  Linen  Company,  374,  296,  375 
Broad  Wynd,  Leith,  363 
Brodie,  Deacon,  171,  237 
Brodie'a  Cloae,  169,  431 
Broghall,  Lord,  206 
BrouKliam,  Lord,  the  Birth-Place  of,  329,  376 

Henry,  .'taS 
Broughton,  Burgh  of,  364,  373 
Brown,  A,  of  Urecnbank,  140 
Thomaa,  144 
Square,  145,  331 
Brown's  Cloae,  Caatlehill,  132,  138,  364 

High  Street,  226 
Bruce,  llobert  the.    See  Robvrt  I. 
Mr  Robert,  87,  203 
of  Binning,  231 

Sir  William,  the  Architect,  406,  408 
Bucclcuch,  Uird  of,  67,  222,  230 

Place,  348 
Buchan,  David  Stuart,  Earl  of,  376 
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S««,  841, 


»«y,  227 


BmIumii,  0«or(*,  42, 247 

Buok  Btant,  124 

Bullock,  WillUn,  « 

BanI,  John,  lh«  Pixt,  18,  8ia 

BurgtM  CloM,  I.iiUh,  302 

Burke,  th«  Murderer,  181 

Burnet,  MIh,  288 

Bumlnge  o(  Kdlnburgh,  »,  12,  10,  879.    See  Hntford, 

MarquU  of 
Bumi,  Robert,  188, 181,  200,  288,  2<2,  848 

ChriitUn,  *  WItoh,  300 
Burnt  CudlemM,  384 
Bune,  The,  Ulth,  880 
Burton,  Mr,  182 

Butter  Tron,  80.    See  ITt^A-AeNN 
Bjrree'  Clow,  22S 

Cnlthneee,  Oeorge  Eul  of,  StO 

Calton,  The,  883 

Calton  Hill,  82,  383 

Ctlder,  UIrd  of,  50 

Ctmbnikenneth  Abbejr,  houM  of  the  Abbot  of,  170 

Cameroniin  Meeting  Houie,  Auld,  204 

Camplwll,  Sir  George,  208 

Thomie,  the  Toet,  848 
Cnndlensker  Row,  332,  342,  411 
Cendlemaken'  Hall,  430 
Canmore,  Malcolm,  3,  877 
Canon,  Ancient,  131.    See  Uont  Mtg 
Canongtte,  65,  82,  276-309 
Church,  108,  429 
Tolbooth.    See  TolbootA 
Queen  of  the,  288,  292 
Canonmllla,  Village  of,  3,  378 
Cant'a  Cloee,  3,  Kl 
Cap  and  Feather  Cloee,  242 
Carberry  Hill,  79,  248 
Cardroee,  Lord,  198 

Carfrae,  Mra,  llurna'a  fint  Edinburgh  hoetcai,  160 
Carltngwark,  Three  Thoma  of,  130 
Carmclitea,  MonuUrjr  of,  411,  444 
Carnegie,  Sir  Robert,  148 
Caroline,  Queen,  109,  110 
Carpenter,  Aleiander,  61 
Camibber'a  Cloee,  252,  287 
Carthrae'e  W;nd,  181 
Cauilia,  &arl  of,  141 
Culle,  Edinburgh,  2, 18, 121-133,  284,  419 

Church,  127 

St  Margaret'a  Chapel,  127-129 

Oarriion  Chapel,  129 
Cutlehill,  137-167,  360 

Executiona  on  the,  43,  45,  133 
Church  of  St  Andrew,  143 
Caatle  Bami,  137 
Cutrum  Puellarum,  3 
Cecil  (Queen  EliiabelVa   Miniater),  vlalta  Edinburgh, 

68 
Ccmcterica,  Ancient,  206 
Chalmera'a  Cloac,  264 
Chambera,  Robert,  164 
Chapel  Wynd,  136 
Charlea  1.,  91-94, 190,  203,  294 


Ckarlei  II.,  94-104,  218,  882 

SUlue  of,  84,  206,  207,  111 
Prince,  110-118,  169,  290 
VI.  of  France,  12 
Chirteria,  Ifenrj,  the  Printer,  02,  280 
John,  of  KInclerin,  67 
Laurence,  208 
Chatelhenult,  Duke  of.    See  Jamu  td  Karl  nf  Amm 

Uantion  of,  398 
Chepman,  Walter,  the  Printer,  30,  72,  208, 202, 821,  388 

Uurial  Place  of,  389 
Cheialey  of  Dalrjr,  178,  218 
Cheiaela'a  Court,  Canongate,  171 
Chlmner,  Ancient  Qolhic,  170 
Chliholme,  John,  804 
Cholera,  133 
Chrlitie'a  Will,  243 
Churchyard,  Thomaa,  84 
Cinerary  Urna,  370 
ClUdel,  Leitb,  97,  807 
Clamehell  Turnpike,  244 

Und,  Carrubber'a  Cloie,  262 
Clarinda,  340 

Clark'a  Houae,  Alexander,  177 
Clanranald,  Lady,  803, 
Claudero,  the  Poet,  448-449 
Cleanie-the-Canaeway,  86,  37,  222,  S19 
Clement  VII.,  Pope,  41 

VIII.,  Pope,  363 
Clerihugh'a  Tarcm,  201,  233 
Clerk,  Sir  Jamca,  144 
John, 169 
Uailie  George,  839 
Cleatnm,  Lady,  166 
Clockmakcr'a  Land,  Weat  Bow,  840 
Club,  Cape,  280 

Crochallan,  238,  240 
Enklne,  308 
Lawnmarket,  167 
Mirror,  200,  304 
Coach,  the  fint  in  Scotland,  463 
Coalhill,  Leith,  861 
Coatfield  Lane,  Leith,  94,  860 
Coata  Houee,  328 
Cochrane,  Earl  of  Mar,  19 

Thomaa,  103 
Cockbewia,  Sir  John,  23 
Cockbum,  Patrick,  17 
Cockpen,  the  Laird  of,  143 
Coffins,  Ancient  Oak,  330,  461,  462 

Stone,  369 
Coldingham,  Lord  John,  73 
College,  104,  322 
Kirk,  480 
Library,  170 
Wynd,  322 
of  Juatice,  41 
Coleton,  Lady,  208 
Coltbridge,  96, 110 
Coltheart,  Mr  Thomaa,  234 
Combo's  Close,  Leith,  369 
Comedy  Hut,  New  Edinburgh,  238 
Comiston,  Laird  of,  169 
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Concngatlon,  Tha,  <1  -70,  816 
ComUU*,  ArehiM.1,  315 
CoMtitution  HtrMt,  Uilh,  Mt 
ConUnno,  Pttriaiob  of  Vanloa,  48 
Oop«,  Sir  John,  111 
Coriwllui  of  Zurioh,  841 
Corporation  nnd  Mwonto  Hkllt,  430 
Corpu*  ChrliU  Uj,  84 
Contorphlne,  4,  110 
Cottl'i  CloM,  27» 
Caup«r  Html,  07 
l.onl,  88 1 
CoTeatnt,  The,  S3,  344 

Clow,  93,  244 
Covington,  LonI,  8'25 
Cowgito,  8S,  810,  814-330,  400,  446 

Tim,  o(  tho.    8«a  lladdioQUm,  Sari  ef 
Cowgat*  Chtpol,  S73,  814 
Craig,  Aliion,  73 

Kliubtth,  233 
Jtmci,  ArohitMt,  371,  378 
J.)lin,  %  Scotllih  Uominlotn,  403 
Ixird,  200,  201 
Sir  Uwii,  232 
Sir  Tliomu,  231 
Cnigend,  384 

CnigmilUr  Cutle,  IS,  89,  SO,  129 
Cnig'>  CloM,  212,  23.1,  236,  238 
Cnnmtr,  Archliiihop,  82 
Crkniton,  Patricli,  74 
Cnnitoun,  Thomu  do,  889 
Crawford,  Ktrl  of,  3tll 

Sir  John,  Canon  of  Bl  Qllw'*,  417 
Crawford,  Abbot,  406 
CrMch,  Provost,  20O,  23S 
Cretoh'i  Ijtnd,  108 
CriohtOD,  Chanoellor,  IS,  17 

Cleorge,  Biahop  of  Uunkold,  211!,  3llS 
Captain,  2U1 

The  Lodging  of  the  Pruvoit  of,  261 
Caalle,  16 
Critpin,  King,  291 

St,  292 
Crochallan  Club,  238,  240 
Croft-an-righ,  309 
Cromart.v,  Earl  of,  169 

Cromwell,  Uliver,  94,  180,  171,  216,  247,   294,  841, 
SAS 
Bartiiin,  06,  228 
Croahle,  Andrew,  Advocate,  229 
CnMS,  The,  32,  74,  94,  100,  114,  IIS,  223,  454 

Laat  apcech  and  dying  words  of,  446 
Croaarig,  Lord,  208,  209 
Crow-Steps,  134 
Crulk,  Helen,  172 
Cullen,  Dr,  171,  316,  376 

Lord,  171 
Culloden,  The  Battle  of,  112 
Cumberland,  Dulie  of,  112 
Cummjng,  James,  of  the  Lyon  Office,  409 
Curor,  Alexander,  143 
Currie'i)  Tavern,  212 
Curry,  Walter,  8 


Piere,  liord,  408 
Daft  Lalnl,  The,  214 
Dalkeith,  26,  89,  48 

Churoh,  878 
Ilalmeny,  Church,  129 
Uklrympla,  Sir  IMvid,  188 

Sir  John,  hia  pn\)tteta  for  Improving  the  Old 
Town,  439 
Pililel,  Qeneral,  216,  290 
Psiiiel,  Oaaeral,  the  Haulon  of,  200 
Dnnee,  88 

nanlib  Amiiassailor,  89 
Uarlen  Ki|ieilitlon,  IOC 

Mouse,  106 
Oarnley,  Lord,  7S,  78,  284,  S06 

his   lint    Lodging    in    the  Canongate, 
483 
lyArtoiB,  Count,  268 
David  I.,  3,  4,  187,  87:1,  378,  879 

II.,  8,  187,378 
David's  Tower,  Cutle,  121,  132,  183 
Dean,  Village  uf,  373 

Sir  William  Niibet  of,  167,  374 
Pcanhaugh,  116,374 
D'Anand,  Sir  David,  7 
Deans,  David,  228 

James,  of  Woodhouaelee,  239 
Dedoryk,  V\  llllam  de,  0 
D'I'Jite,  Duchess  Ma'y,  102     ' ' 
D'KsaiS,  Monsieur,  S3,  S4,  807 
Defoe,  183,  311 

Iteaidenco  of,  342 
De  Kenne,  Admiral,  13 
D'EIUouf,  Marquis,  73 
Dial,  Queen  Mary's,  408 
Dick,  Sir  William,  of  Braid,  IfiO,  228 

House  of,  228 
Sir  James,  Provost,  206 
Dickson,  Andrew,  104 
Dickson's  Close,  261,864 
Dingwall  Castle,  :I7U 

John,  Provost  of  Trinity  College,  37<i 
DIrleton,  Lord,  266 
Donald  Bane,  3 

Donaldaun,  Jiimcs,  the  Printer,  113 
Donaldson's  L'lose,  113 
Donoca,  the  l^ady,  378 
Douglas,  James,  2d  Karl,  1 2 

Archibald,  3d  Karl,  3S0 

ArchiUld,  4th  Karl,  3S8 

William,  6th  Karl,  16 

William,  8th  Kurl,  17,  130 

Du.heas  of,  161 

Margaret  de,  13(1 

I^ly  Jane,  103,  2S3,  200 

of  Cavers,  310 

of  Whittinghamo,  264 

Arcbilwld,  of  Kilapimlle,  \!>-l,  272 

George,  of  I'urkhead,  8S,  121 

Ocorgc,  70 

Oawiu,  Biahop  of  Dunkcld,  24,  29,  87,  319 

330 
William,  Brother  of  the  Earl  of  Angus,  37 
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Oottglu,  I>>uni«,  389 

CauM,  103 
OouglM,  lUrun,  k  Co.'i  Dtnk,  284 
l>ow  Cniir,  L'alton  Hill,  82 
Dowl*,  John,  181 

Uowlt'i  TtMrn,  Lllilierton'i  Wjrnd,  1(11,  181 
Dowuie,  •oouMil  of  High  Trtuon,  123 
Uramt,  HcuttUh,  28S,  »2« 
Drm,  14,  4S 

DromtiUry,  Kihlbltlon  of  *,  2811 
Drowning,  The  runlahment  of,  464 
Drum,  Tho,  US 
Urumlanrlg,  ii 

Lord,  291) 

Drummond,  Uliliop  Alnrnathy,  265 

Urd,  206 

of  Hawthorndon,  91,  84u 
Hir  Oeorge,  240 
Oaorgc,  2117 
DruniHtcb,  forrciil  of,  27il 
Drury,  Hlr  William,  84, 132,  174,  273,  424 
Urydon,  103 
Duddlngatone,  Vlllago  of.  111 

Cliuruh,  129 
Dudlojr,  Lord,  204 

Unl  L'lile,  40 
Dumbarton  Caatio,  2,  S3,  130 
Dumfrlet,  William  Karl  of,  140, 141 

Ponolupo,  CountOH  of,  140 
Dunbar,  Ilattio  of,  93 
Uitwln,  38 

Town  of,  50,  03,  77,  321 
William,  tho  I'oot,  20,  28,  30 
Dunbar'a  Cloie,  9S,  224 

Canongato,  277 
Dundai,  l.ard  I'rcaldent,  243,  2SS 

i^ir  Lawronco,  2S0 
Dundee,  Viicount,  lUO,  123,  216,  217 
Dundonald,  Earl  of,  163 
Dunfermline  Alilicjr,  3 

Abbot  of,  12,  257 
Dunkdd'ii  Palace,  Uiihop  of,  319,  320 
Dunnjrbrtatle  Houke,  301 
Dunrobin  Cattle,  154 
Dunalnnane,  Lord,  103 
Dureward,  Allan,  Juitieiary  of  Scotland,  6 
Durham,  Bishop  of,  26 
Durie,  Abbot,  Andrew,  261 
Abbot,  Oeorge,  267 
Lord,  243 
Durie'a  Close,  244 
Dyvour),  223 

Ebranke,  2,  410,  423 
Edgar,  Patrick,  139 
Edinburgh,  Ancient  Hapa  of,  424 

Ancient  Painting  of,  ISO 
Viaconnt  of,  7 
Edmonston,  Lord,  2U8 
Edward  I.,  2,  4,  6, 132,  321,  300 

II.,  6, 379 

III.,  132,  384 

IV.,  10 


Edward  VI.,  48,  81,  88 

NIool.    Mm  Vimid 
Edwin,  King  of  Northumbria,  9,  419 
Egllnton,  Karl  of,  241 

Muaannah,  CounlaMof,  941, 289 
Elgin,  Countaaa  of,  168 
Ilibank,  Lord,  148, 
Eliaabeth,  (jueen,  61,  <2,  68,  89, 174 
Elliot,  Mr  OilUrl,  2S6,  839 

Miia  Jeanle,  339 
Elphinitone,  Lord,  809 

Sir  Oeorge,  284 
Becrolary,  89 
Tower,  fil 
Elphlnttona'a  Court,  269,  814 
Kmblema,  I'aradin'a,  ISO 
Urtkino,  Lord,  93 
of  Dun,  76 
Sir  Alexander,  227 
Exehange,  Koyal,  122 
Exoiie  UIDce,  269 

faleonor,  William,  276 

Falkland,  48,  388 

Farquhanon,  Dr,  180 

Fenelon,  Monaleur  de  la  Uotte,  178 

Fontonbarna,  Lord,  267 

Fergus  I.,  91 

Ferguson,  Itobert,  the  Poet,  106, 181,  837,  243,  347 

Robert,  the  Plotter,  193 
Fettet  Itow,  196 
Fiery  Croaa,  61 
Figgate  Whina,  244 
Fires,  13,  209 
Fisher'a  Cloae,  169 
Fleming,  Lord,  22,  26« 
Sir  Malcolm,  18 
Sir  James,  368 
Fleahmarket  Clotd,  242 

Canongato,  278 
Fletcher,  Lawrence,  Comedian,  286 

of  Milton,  Andrew.    See  Milton,  lard 
Flodden  Field,  Battle  of,  81,  34,  38 
Fonts,  142,  147,  363 
Forbes,  Lord,  43 

Dunian,  of  Culloden,  112,  103,  209 

Sir  Alexander,  339 

Sir  William,  212,  262 
Foreman,  Andrew,  23 
Forglen,  Lord,  239,  240 

Forrest,  Alex.,  Provost  of  the  Kirk-ofField,  307 
Forrester's  Wynd,  181 

Forstcr,  Adam,  Lord  of  Kether  LibertOD,  886 
Fortune's  Tavern,  242 
Fountain  Close,  270 

Well,  268, 891 
Fountalnhall,  Lord,  161,  203,  207,287 
Fowler,  William,  the  Poet,  240 

Tibbie,  of  tho  Olen,  367 
Francis  I.,  41 

Fraser  of  Strichen,  Alexander,  261 
Freemasons,  431 
French  Ambaasador'a  Chapel,  Cowgate,  828 
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rnadrMkt,  VImoubI,  Itl 
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Qolfar'i  Und,  13S,  301 
Oordon,  Qcorv*,  Ut  Uuk«  of,  106, 133,  144,  1<9,  179 

Duohew  of,  138, 193, 308 

Ltdy  Ann,  20« 

Udy  Cttherint,  35 

Lady  Jane,  295 

of  lladdo,  Hir  John,  387 

of  Braid,  140 

Hon.  Alexander,  141 
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ripa  a  Cloaa,  1 13 
riaclna,  Anclant,  114 
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Tkn*!,  Tba,  \»\  |U7,  3*0 

giMrral  HdIm,  114 

(l»;(rl»n'  I'url,  <St 

Hath.     No*  IMk 
IjVMMtMrr;,  K*rl  uf,  n» 

|i.ilk<u(,  lim,  l>r,  l<3,  tto,  m 
|luek«M  of,  lot) 

iiuuM,  ivw,  mt,  at 

RHbiini,  Nir  lUnry,  l«l,  i»7 
Itu'a  I'liHw,  'ill! 
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AlUii,  ll'J.  IDS,  n»,  341,  Ml,  IM,  3M 

('MlklMrt,  73 

U«iri|»,  117 

MlH  if»n,  iAS 
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Bpeir,  Thomaa,  171 
Bpence,  Thomaa,  Biahop  of  Aberdeen,  353 
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Church,  Caatlehill,  143 
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Theatre.     See  Dmma,   Ttnnit  Court,  Playi,   Tailon' 
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Thrcavo  Oaatio,  130 

Thynno,  Lady  Iiaballa,  Portrait  of,  410 
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Trinity  CoUego  Church,  18,  03,  00,  353,  304-417 
Hospital,  50,  117,  390,  307 

Lcith,  359 
House,  Lcith,  350 
Tron,  Butter,  50,  87,  157.    See  Weiyk-hontr 
Salt,  01,  210.     HcePilhrii 
Church,  42S 
Trunk'a  Cluse,  2.'i0 


Tumiin,  Anolant,  870 

Tumar,  J.  M.  W.,  tha  Painter,  107 

William,  a  WItnaaa,  Portaoua  Hob,  105 

Twaaddate,  John,  2d  Karl  of,  274,  283 

Charlea,  3d  Marquis  of,  180,  274 
George,  eth  Marquis  of,  Hanalon  of,  180 
Marquis  of,  Manalon  of,  811,  314 
Cloaa,  273 

Tytlar,  William,  of  Woodbouaalaa,  190 

Udward,  Niool,  80,  177,  200 
L'mfravilla'a  Cross,  213,  Hi 
Union,  The,  107,  211 

Cellar,  108 
Unreason,  Abbot  of,  58 
Urban  II.,  Pope,  20 

Vallenca,  Bishop  of,  07,  08 

Vannel,  The,  01, 117 

Victoria,  Queen,  208 

Villeganon,  Monsieur,  receives  Qaaaa   Mary  at  Dum* 

barton,  53 
Vlolanto,  Signora,  287 
Virgin  Mary'a  Chapel,  Weat  Von   136,  416 

Wallace  of  Cralgle,  Sir  Thomas,  102 
Lady,  102 
C'upUin,  208 
Walla,  Town,  17,  35,  36,  91, 116, 117, 188 
Warbcck,  I'erkin,  26 
Wardie,  131,309 
Warrendcr,  lluorge.  Bailie,  207 

House,  105 
Warriston,  Lord.    See  Johiuton  (ff  Warriilon 
Warristnn's  Close,  230 
Warwolf,  A,  328 
Water  Gate,  50,  04,  206,  306 

Lane,  Lcith,  300,  302,  303 
Water's  Close,  Lcitli,  302 
Watt,  Deacon,  202,  2S0 

Executed  for  Treason,  123 
Wcaponehaws,  23,  412 
Webster,  Dr,  140 
Webster's  Close,  140 
Woigh-housc,  00,  97, 112,  187,  105 

Old,  demolished  by  Cromwell,  06 
Leith,  364 
Weir  Mijor,  101,  107,  335-338,  438 

Grlzel,  110-118,  213,  330-338,  488 
Well-House  Tower,  85, 110, 132 
Weymss,  2d  Earl  of,  275 

Francis,  5lh  Karl  of,  211,  300 
Countess  of,  188,  210 
Laird  of,  60 
West  Bow,  17,  35, 113, 117, 131, 132,  333-342,  438 
Westhall,  Lord,  220 

West  Port,  38,  40,  44,  65,  85,  87,  80,  01,  130,  217,  344 
Wharton,  Duki>  of,  178 
White,  Martha,  Counteaa  of   Elgin   and    Kincardine 

100 
White  Friars,  or  Carmelites,  411,  444 
Whitefield,  Kov.  George,  288 
Whitcford  House,  303 
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WhlU  Hon*  CloM,  304 

Inn,  WhlU  Uoiw  CIom,  304 
Bojrd'iCloM,  Kl,  102,  313 

Wbltford,  Mm  OriimM,  33S 

WliittinghuD,  Lord,  205 

WlKbtmin,  Provul,  163 

Wilket,  Johnny,  Bnrning  of,  319 

William  th<  Lion,  3,  33 
III.,  100 

Williuawn  of  Cardron*,  237 

Mr  David,  MiuiiUr,  Iflt 

WlUas,  Kr  John,  04,  07 

WilMW.  Itw  Smuggler,  100,  104 

Uanrln,  tho  Poetical  Shoemaker,  237 
Jainea,  the  Toot.    See  ClauJtro 

Windmill  Stoeet,  348 

Wintoun'a  Houae,  Earl  of,  303,  4S2 

Wiabart,  (imiflned  in  Edinburgh  Cutle,  31 
Ukialiop  Uoi>rge,  300 

Witche.,  IS,  88,  133,  283,  303,  300,  373 


INDEX. 


Wood,  Sir  Andrew,  32,  3S 
Wood'a  Farm,  371 
Wooden  Mare,  OS,  247 
Wuodhouielee,  LonI,  332,  SCI 
World'a  Knd  Cloae,  278 
Wollon,  Sir  Nicolaa,  OS 
Wrightlaland,  Lord,  232 
Writera'  Court,  201,  233 
Wrycbliahouaii,  Manaion  of,  180,  4S3 

Napier  of,  330,  3S0 

Tomb  of,  3B3,  432 
Wytt,  Jamea,  Arebitcct,  197 

Yalr,  Henry,  one  of  the  Hurderera  of  Riiilo,  (ZMUtad,  77 

Yeater,  U<ly,  273,  420 

Yeitcr'a  Church,  Lady,  06,  105,  423,  429,  4S0 

York,  Archbiahop  of,  26,  27 

Young,  John,  tiomcraet  Herald,  20 

ZucchereUi,  Fnneeao,  208 
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